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/ • 1. THE WO~ HAVE HEROICALLY 
FOUGHT ON THE BA TTLEFRONTs/ 

( Q N Septem~er '23, 194~, t~~ French colo-
niallata invaded Viet-Nam for the se

cond tilne dd • atla l<ed' by surprise the city of 
Saigon hrlbe South. The valia,h workers in South 
Viet-Nam, ullied, arouna the Saigon-Cholon 
Trade Uiil re,_sbted the alien aggressors and 
defended the,olty with bamboo sticks, spears and 
wiped out thousands of enemy troops and kept 
them in cherlk in lhe city for over three mont ,\,. 
The first r,ombat units, organized by the Saigon
Cbolon Trade Union equipped and· supplied by 
themselves, indetaligably fon_ght against the enemy -
nnder the hardest conditions and (were gradual• 
ly strengthened by other combat ~nits ti¼ beco- ..,/"'-.._ 
me after"'frds ~~• N"' 301. 306, \167, 3~r '\ ., 
and -S(Q__,,,,: the picked Ullill of the v· tuamese 
People'• Army In South Viet-Nam. hen lh~y 



rtceind the order to withdraw from Saigon, the
se valiant workers carried along with them tbou
s:mds of tons of munitions, raw materia)s aod 
implements to build up bas~ of resistance in 
the countryside. Today at the memory of Ibis 
bard struggle, it -cannot be forgotten that more 
than ten thousands of workers have heroically 
laid" do.wn· tliJ,idivcs t.o defenil. the klo lous ci;. 
ty of-. Sa\gon. ~ A , ~ I ,1.>UO'l / 
• The workers in the rubbe'i- plantations of 
South Viet-Nam nlJo carried out a resulu e-etrug
gle, k/locked o_ut hundreds o,f enemy troops and 
pe!ore. withdrawiag to· t~e;. hasp of resi lflDCe to 
se! up arms factories, had -~estroyed !,e?-emy·a 
plantations and stores. 

Ou Decem~er ·19, 1949, the ~•lion-wide war 
of resistance broke ouJ. Under the, direct lea
dership of the party local organy:qtions and the 
guidance of local trade unionJ, the wockers· self
defence units in olher towns also ,,c:arried high 
this glorious tradition and, in close coordination 
with, the army, struggled to defend the popula
tion, sabotage 'the factories, mines and co1nmu• 
nication lines under the~ enemy's control and to 
prevent the activities of enemy motorized units. 

. The guerrilla compan.r. formed of workers in 
. Hongay /mine, North Y,iet-Nam, .r distingui.shed 
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itself by its untiring struggle and became after
wards an oullltandin·g guerilla unit in the Red 
River delta. 

Besides, many workers befonging lo the 
c delllb vo!nlltary I ulli\a, the c secnrify •· and 
c intelligence • nnit.a etc. infiltrated deep into the 
.enemy-control(e·d_ areas .to heroically carry out 
their las ks. . · 

Up to the end"'of 1949, the worlters made up• •• 
as mnch as 35% ·Of the Vietnamese pcbple"s 
regular troops: • 
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2. • THE VIETNAMESE WORKERS 
HAVE OVERCOME. DlmGULTIES. AND• 
.ff'AaosliiPS To 'ENSURE fRoquc;Tio~ 
~\'in_ ~.EET WE . .FRO~r:s . .,.N,IY "HE 

Pt:9.PJ..E'S I NUDS: 
l 

WHILE many of theit comrades wen 
valiantly fighting on lhe .,varioaa 

battlefields, lhe workers in the cities, braving 
the fire of enemy gnns, carried away disjointed 
rnachiµes, tratisported 'raw materials and tools 
to the rear, tuilt,np factories to turn out arms for 
!he army and guerrilfas, and produced farm 
implemenls for ·•he people. 

Amidst downfall of' bombs and shells. acrosa· 
abrupl mounlains and dangerous torrents, ·the 
\\'orkefs removed on the shoulders millions 
of Ions of macliinery', materials and tools front 
1he cilies lo lhe countryside, from lhe delta lo 
rhe highlands of Viet-Hae zone. The supply of 
food encou111ered many difficulties, lhe climale 

• was hard and medlcamenls' wer~ scarce, but no 



\\'ilh limitC'il mC'ans, the \'iC'I· 

IHIIIIC'Sf' worl-a•rs han• h<'C'II :11Jh· 

lo lurn 0111 t'Y<'r mor<' <'llif'it•nt 

:irms : h 11111•111.1111• minf's (1), 

111lrt:1rs (2), bo111b-throwers (3). 

hardship whal~ver could shnke lhe iron will ot 
these wOrken. • 

• .,, Embarking on productioll wi~h an inadequa• 
le quantity" of raw malerials and lools, the Viet
namese workers organized thcmsel~eS into groups; 
infillraied inlo ·ihe Freach controlled cities and 
demolished faCl'l/'ies lo collect lhousanils of Ions 
or inateriills ahd Crossed again eneiny'si" encir
c1eme·u1s to ~arry thesl! mat'erials to th~- resis
itince Dnses. • 
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In. the fifth zone (South Central Vietnam), 
the· workers d.ivcd Toto the sea to collect ma
t-eria\,s .. o.~d m~chines in Japanese battleships 
sunk d'\wn during lbe Second World War. But 
the ~chi v~meD.ts sea.red by lhe workers were 
everi.'gre ter-\ than lheir crealiveness. With the 
close cooperntion or· Vietnamese engineers and 
Scientistst • the workei-s prepared chemicaO pro-
duels of ·prime· necessily in industry ~uch as 
~cid. ·cnlorate; kali etc., sought· means to subs-
i_l1b1e im~ortec:I g'.oods bx locally made products,· 
su~h· as usi~g Jh~ Vietnam~ Inc to rCplnce 
ebonits; making 'barrels and cX1ridgep with rails ~ 
and vaj>o~r-~ooclul,tipg tubes. i: 

'-D6ring the first four years o the war of 
resistance, with rudimentary im 

1
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scanty mal1erials, lhe· workers in._arm1 laelories 
, Produced six thousand Ions or arm, or vari.0011 
types ranging from riOea and band grenades lo 
µiorlars, bazookas, recoileas guns eic. Besidca, 
loc~I trade unions in m,ny provinces and the 
General Confederation of Labour of Vietnam 
directly look in hands the construction and/ 

. management or a number of) mines, printing 
houses, we~ving mills .and the production of 
tools, Hgricultural implemenla, weapons, foot
wears, matches, etc ... to meet tbe ever•growing 
requirements of Lhe army and the people. These 
rouodntions have HradualJy become state-owned 
enterprises and reached in 1952 thirty six fac
tories witti over four thousand workers. 

Moreover, during the process of production·, 
the Vietnamese .I\Vorkers had continuously to 
fi~ht the enemy in defence of their factories. 
Workers in one factory erected only fifteen ki
lometres away from an enemy post, victorious• 
ly repelled many French attacks and each lime 
inriicltd heavy casualties upon the aggressors, 
Since lhe outbreak or ihe war in Soul!\ Viet
Nam, the enemy had many1 a lime 'launched at
tacks in nn allempl lo deatroy the people's baaes 
of production in various parts of the country 

- but 90¾ of these bases have been kepi intact. 
The enemy sought every possible means lo 
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cul off the CODJ.muoioalion lines of the reaistance 
aide, but throughout lhe war,. the communica
tio and liaiaOn workers have, under extremely 
hard condilions, maintained nninterrupttd the 
arteries of communication, ensured transport 
between • the rear and the front and proved 
helpful lo the Qentral Coinmill~e of the Lao
dong Party add the People's Govern,~nt in 
their ta~ks o( leading the resistance and admi
nistrative machinery of the _country. 

01\e lb the special siluatiolf or the fifth zone 
battlefields .(South Genlral Viel-Nam) the local 
railway has been maintaiucrl to ensure supply 
to the front and conlribulc lo the stabilization 
of the living conditiQn of lbe population. This 
portion-~• railway • covtrcd over three hundred 
kilometres and run aoross large bridges cons
tantly b?mbed by French aircraft. Mor5over, 
entmy landing troops were often rushed 1n lo 
destroy the road. Yet, during eight years of 
resistance, thanks to the sncririce's of the railway 
workers in the firth zone, this(nilroa<l us well 
as other important highways i the ureu ·could~ 
be kept running regularly. 0 er fiv~ hundred 
local wprke~•- were--guide<l hy the l:eneral Cou
fedeFa1'ion· of Labour to create t e transport 
enterprise named TK4 which assu ed the task 
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of supplying lhe. ,Viet-Bae ·and the ·Srcf.'zoneii 
~North Vietnam) ·and • the ·rourth ·zone· (North' 
Central Vidnam). More ttian 600 other :wotkenr 
were mobilized' ta set up the transport ,iei·vice; 
thanks to which the,• problem of transport. f6r< 
state.:o.wnec;t. trade organization, rke ;1ores, mili
onar ban)(, ,etc ... coulil be tlniely,solved:, • . .' : 

During the eight years of the ·war:,or resis: 
lance, 'tho .Vietnamese. ivorkets; partit:fpate'd -i9-" 
the repairing· or. nearly: t'wo tM1uilanrl :kilomeiiia 
of h,ighways,.in the bu!ldin_g·or more· thlm ·t.000 
wooden. and iron bridges and, or moto~ ,launch: 
frames and [erry .boats Jo meet the. eYet•in.creas-1 
iOg i:equireµieQ.l.s in tra11.9port &Jld~ comtnulli.ca-' 
lions. la: th.e building, protection and repalrin9 
or -rond• and ·;b,idges, the ,Vietnqm~se. workers 
have di~P,l_ay-ed a. v~linut spiril:of,crentivel!~!l.'ll&Ud 
~•If .devotio.n lQ. overcom.~ all 'difficulties ·ao.d 
'l1ar\lships cal!seq_by enemy-bo,miJiog.ap.d ~he_iliog. 
: , The :workers. in· the. eost .. aod- Ieh;graph, 
Service. baVi also· Overcome oil j>rivci.tiona, dim:.: 

;' gers, harships in the jungles or mountainous 
regions and in the c:nemy controll~d ar~ns lo 
guide the cadre~, lo 'transport au\J distribute 
documents, letters. newspapers, etc. . . and tO 
nuiintaio· lraiso·o between varioUs organs from 
tenlral lo :r.ortal or provincial levels. 
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In n 1Jh1cks111ith worl.shop. 

TIii' rakhwonl s1ys: •Comr.1~e>, whal nehiC'\'rnic.nls~c. 

you f<'cor<lrd ~come the next O:>picrcss oJ the World 
Fc(Jer.tlio;1 of Trade ("nio:,s ?• / 
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:i. THE atASS CONS(;IOUSNESS AND 
~ATRIOT}SM OF THE VIETNA~I;:SE WOR
~RSJIAD .BEE~ ENHA,N~~ THROUGH 
THE P.A TRIOTIC EMULATION DRIVE. 

• THANKS to the teachings of President 
" Ho Chi Minh and the Laodoug Parly, 

a!ld. -~e guidan_ce O! "the Gen.era!. Confederation 
of Labour, the class consCiousneSs nn<l lh·e sense 
Of bei~·maaters of lht. country of the Vie ne11l~se· 
workers hove been constantly raised. s early 
as Augusl i046, i.e. prior to the outbreak of 
the dtttion-wide war of resislnnce,. the Gener,c1l 
<;onfederatibn. of'Lnbour of ~·etnam launched no 
emulation movement. the cwO king e~tra hours for"'-. 
national salvalioo > driv,e, ca ·ling QD workers to 
reha9i1Hale l~ factories and '7o'mrnunication 
lin✓s destroyed during the Secoed World Wnr. 
T-bis ·appeal was warmly respon~ed .to· .by the 
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• workers who contributed roughly i2 million 
c national salvation work hours ,. ~ 

To the coll or President Ho Chi Minh or a 
« patriotic emulation drive •, the General on
federation or Labour launched on Moy lsl, 1948 
u mo,·ement « to increase arms production > 

with , the. slogan •. crenli_ng foundations for/ 
•production nod beatmg the •fcords • set ~Y' 
the Ministr_y of National Defence. Workers 10 

factories enthusiostica11y emulated one another 
to imp·rove and rationalize their method bf wor-k
partly mechunized thrir production and succeed-
ed in setting up a number of ~ew bases for arms 
production. 

, The National Congress of Model Workers 
and Model Cadres • in 1952 selected two nati
onal labour heroes, Ngo Gia Kham and Tran Bai
Nghiu, who ~ymboli,ed the patriotic emulation 
drive of manual and intellectual workers. 

Following the examples of heroes, the brain 
workers in the Oeparlq1enls of Public Health, 
Education, Public Works nod Communication, 
lmlustry and Commerce, etc, ... enlhusinslically 
emulated one another and had many initiBtives 
in rationalizing their method of work. lntellectu•!. 
workers in the Public Health Department have 

1' 

succeeded in preparing, with local raw materials, 
the surgical aoaesthesics and other medicaments 
such as peni~illin, streptomicio. etc., thereby, 
pnitly makiag good the lack or drugs caused by 
the wnr. • 

The patriotic emulation drive has gradually 
spread trom stale-owned ractor.ies and govrrn 4 

ment services to 1>rivate ractories end entcrpris~s. ,.,. . ' 
• Sin,ce the· outbreak or the war or re~istnnce, 

the workers in industrial lwaoches have recorded 
45.456 initiatives, elected 12.466 model workers, 
among whom two labour heroes. Many selected 
workers lu\Ve heen t·ewnrJed with medals. 

,,---..._, 
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4. FOLLOWING THE E,XAMPLE ✓ 
OF WORKERS IN THE FREE ZONES, 
WORKERS IN ENEMY HELD AREAS 
HAVE UNREMITTINGLY STRUGGLED. 

8 Y the end of 1947. the.enemy plolled to 
' reestablish their former economic bases. 

They expanded military operations lo capture 
workCrs and induced ex-foremen to return to their 
work. Although the workers in French controlled 
areas hncl to -.vork. for the enell).y, their patriotic 
spirit was by no means shattered .. A number of 
ex-members of trade unions organized themselves 
nnd were able to reestablish liaiSon with. the 
cndres. The conference· of trade union cadres 
in Northern Viet-Nam convened in February 1948 
decided to push for1Vard the political agitation 
work in the· enemy-controlled areas and brought 
ii up to the level of Crett_ zones'. Following 

18 

!t, underground trade unions were set up to 
lea~ the workers in their sabotage activities 
t!Sa_mst the e~emy's ~cooomic bases and in 
lhelf struggle against oppression and exploilalioo. 

From lhc outset to the end of the war of 
resistanc~. the workers have altogether hurnl 
do~n 104 tons· of rulibe1\ wreqked 12 enemy 
generators and ~ater pumps, to ractories nnd 
stores. set ablafe 97 motor vehicles. 8 locomoti
ves, 64 cnrriages and trucks, 2 ships inbluding 
a 3.000 '?n boat, over 900.()()() litres or petrol 
and a quaetity or raw materials and tools worth 
more t·han .77 millio,n lndoch.ioesc piastres.. 478 
political nod economic strikes have been organised 
throughout the country, some of which lnsted 
for 2 months as at Hn_iphong nod Hniduong or 
rallied ·-2~\ workers as al Hongay. In some 
regions, the Vietnnmes~ workers succeeded in 
involvi0g 1 Chin~se and Fren~h nationals, 1'uhlic 
servants and rntellectuals into their sltdggle. 
such us in the strike for wage boost of 12.000 
workers and civiJ servants in s·aigon. . 

Furthermore, the worker:€ihave regularly 
participated in distributing lea ts and stifnulat-
iog the struggle of ·other stra of t,be people ~ 
behind tbe eoe.my's,lines. ' / 

'-Fr ghteued by these activities{ the enemy 
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resorted to on inhuman suppression of the'fno
vement. To cope' with this situation, tbe General 
Confederation of Labour decid~d fo < turn large. 
scale destruction work into regular sabotage >. 

Since 1952, the enemy suffered heavier mili
tary defeats. For this reason, they stepped up 
their plot of < u~ing the Vietnnni,es~ to fight the/ 
Vietnamese ond mnintainiog wnr with war~ They 
brought in new machines to rAise tbe Output 
and nt the same time reduced or cut down the 
workers salaries, dismissed the workers nod 
recruited women nod children, compelled the 
unemployed to serve as slave labourers in 
military works. On the other hand. the enemy 
intensified repressive measureA, erected new 
jails, lorturecl workmen even in factories, intreas• 
eel rspionoge activities and trumped u'pon , Jn.: 
hour legislation> nnd c. trade union freedom>. 

Bui the workers' struggle against forcible 
conscription of slave labourers anil, puppet 
troops hns laid bare the, false « trade unio"'n.s > 
aocl c labour legislnti0n >. Moreover, sh:lk~s·ror the 
defence Or daily inter~sts broke· out in various 
enemy h"eld regions. 

In the hard ,1ruggle _in French coalrolled 
cilief, many cadres nod workers hnvf heroically 
sacrificed their lives, During the first four years 

r 
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or the war o! reaiatnnce, 71 cadres ·and 600 
~embora of the rubber workers ·trade union 
In r, S?ulh Viet"Nam were massacred by the co
lon alist aggressors white 300 olber cadres and 
workers were caught and thrown in gaol. 

The successful Geneva Conference has led 
to the conclusi~ of armiatice agreement.!&. Ne• 
vertheless, the 'pro-American Frerich colonialist 
elements, in o;bedience to their Americari mas. 
tcrs, have been endeavouring to wreck the 
agreements. The General Confederation of La
~our ~f Viet.-Nam h~Ye, in time, led the workers 
tn. their struggle lo prevent the shining of ma
chmei' nod implements of public services to 
Southern"\ Viet-Nam 4y the Ngo Dinh Diem's 
c_h_que, • H lf\e forcible evacuation and unjus
t1f1ed dis~issal or worker,. Scores of strikes 
bave been, recorded in succession. ) 

The result was that in most easel the 
workers carried lhe day and could retain' tens 
or lhou~ands or Ions of machinery, about ten 
locomoh ve~, many means' or tra;sport, n lpt or 
raw mater'.als ~nd other imple ents. Together 
with the v1ctor1es scored in resis once dnys lhis 
new struggle ha~ibuted to the' ucce~s of 
tho '1~ans~er of the towns and citi~ by the 
opposite side, lo the stabilization of t~: people's 
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living conditions and to lhe reoloration o'ft pro
duction in urban area■ . In, those circumstances, 
the l Vietnamese workers have el wayo been 
ma.nifealing the valiant opiril end vanguard role 
of the w~rking cla11. 

Thank& to1 the cl~arpigbled le~dershlp of 
Pres\denf ~o Chi Minh and l~~ .. Lao - ?ong 
P•rly or. Vief•Nam, the Vietnam•~• working ~laos ✓ 
has been steeled nnd tempered and l1ns COJJlC of 
age. In ~early nine years of ~esiStancC,'ithe)' 
have, shown that they deoerve lo be looked 
upon as the vanguard class of the people. 

But the American iinperlelists nnd their 
folio •ers are now endeavouring to torpedo 
peace in Indochina and ntlempling to divide Viet· 
Norn and sow·:discdrd among" the Vietnamese 
people. '!'he Vietnamese workers wb-0 are clbsely 
uniled around 'the • General Confederation of 
Labour of Viet-Nam pledge lo develop the 
victories scoted during the war of resislD{\Ce ond 
together wilh the rcsl of the people, to struggle 
in order lo resolutely carry through the present 
tnsk, set by the L~odong•p;.,1y, and the f,911,ern
ment ol the Democratic Repqblic ol Vi.et-Nam: 
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