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Blood is being shed in South Vietnam. 
The situation is aggra\'aling every hour, 
threatening the seru'.rily of the Far-East. 

False ·propagan·du and insinuating reports 
huve disfigured the world opinion on the 
Vietnamese que5tion. We wish to expose in 
the following note, the ·development. of the 
Vietnamese situation since the establishment 
of the French. domination up lo the present 
day. 
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By the T.reaties oF M,arch 15th 1874 and 
-Jun_e 6t,~

1
:188~ l'!_nnce est;iblishe\f her domi

nntjon.,over Viet~am., :i:hr ;vi~tnamese Empire 
,vns d1sloca!ed and split up 11110 three parts: 
the. Nor'th, called Tonki'rig, the 1Center, called 
Ahllam,' and "the. South culled Cochinchin~, 
Cochind1i\1i became u. colony, Arlnam a pro-

L • teho~tite 'a' d Tdnkin homihally II protectorate, 
Hut• wa~ ghi"dually t'ransforme'll • into 1a· de 

·facto cnlon'y. To ru'in our unity an'cl national 
•, C SCl~U ll(~Sl ,these, th

1

ree \li~tricts were al1)al-
gamat,ed, together "wJt Cambodia and taos 
into 1,lhe, Indp(hinese 'F deralion. Though the 
politi~al statuses' were dilTcrenl in !he live 
parts, the same oppressi\•e policy was uniformly 
carried out wil!t thoroqghnesr,and conli,nuily. 
Th~ i;~ull of ~~is .. pp_J{cY,"lwas terripc opd 
beyopd hu_r11~11· ~lief:, suppression of p,olitical 
.rigtirs; pr9mol,io1J apd dewlopment' o( illiteracy; 
Org&Jlized 'bril,ery; ruthless repression of nat
iona.U,t moy,eml!_n'-. ,Ttiis 1terf<li1zing wlicy, 
carrleliiou\ fo11 more tha,I\ 80~YF~r;i,' clin!ol\ed, 
... 



in the repressive q_teasures taken against the~ 
Vietminh nationalists during· World War 11 ... 
That such a barbarous policy, instead of dying • 
out with the lapseofyears, was to grow more and 
more ruthless e,·ery, day, was the undeniable 
evidence that the Vietn1mese

1 
people never 

accepted the Freneh Rqle. On the contrary, , 
the hi~lory of Vietnam <luring these 80 years 1 
was the story of grim, bitter day-to-day fight 
and sacrifice, extending all over the country, 
involYing all classes of the people. 

- . Sept. 1940-/fal'ch 1945. - ?~e' cp~Y~ps~ \~f 
French military forces at La,ngson, and the 
bankcupcy1ofFrench piplomacy in 1941 ,~r~u~h( 
abou\ lhe,establishm5nt o~ Japanese D~•m_nat~pn 
over Ind.ocbina. Ensued a ,double explo1tahon 
of the eountry. To ·satisfy 'the tremendou_s, 
demands of Japanese militai;ist~ and civilians, 
France resor.ted lo ~he monstrqus rlc~-d~t~~ipg 
policy and the· sabotage of ,u!poclunese. 
economic machinery. To;wards the end f,19-14 
there was no rice available;in North-Vietnam. 

. W,ithin the early "lo~tht of' 194,5, • 2.~.000 
Vietnamese died of,~larvation. .. 

1 

Meanwhile the- Vietminh League patiently 
ti~ilt up a national resistan~e fro~t. S\arlin 
irom the War zone 'in _Higher Tonki g, with, 
the Libera,tiod Army,1they succeeded jn extend::J 
irig their organization all over' Vietnam. 
RuLHfess repression both • from th~ Japanese 
and from French aut~orities could not subdue 
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the natio•nalisl movement whose importance 
and strength increasep ev~::, day. , -

·I w•March 9Ut 19f5. _. The (aP.ane e, ~vev:y 
Vielmi!,h \.es!_.mllce ~d F~eni;h in~ffic1ency, 
~u'd to,;~aye tlte go ernmg,achrne ha?d
ed over ~o tlu:111, After a sha fight lastmg 
but a. couple of hours, .llie . reach troops 
suri:endered ~)lconditionally. A puppet govern
ment wa~ set up. Anii-.Vietminh repression 
was inlens!ije<I. But anti-Japanese feelings _also. 

A'ugu!I 191/i ,1945. -. The Vietminh resis-
- lance movement and guerilla warfare increased 

in intensity, ~iricacy ,and extent. It culminated 
in the laki~g ~ver of the _government on 
August 19th ' at ·HanoL Emperor Bao - Dai 
abdicated 'voluntarily: The Vietnam Democratic 

• Republic was established.' The Provisional 
Gove~nment was. set, ,,up 'cinder the presidency 
of Ho-CHI-MINH. .Enthusiastic support came 
frotn 1111 corners of the land. Peace and order 
we~e reslo~d. All tlie· essential functions of 
an independent slate were establislTed which 
fi;qm ,tl\e start operated smoothly. 

11 By the end of August 1945, the Japan_ese 
unconditionally surrendered lo the Allies. 

' China. anp Britain were lo send troops to 1
\ occupy Indochina temporarily until the di~ar

mamenl of the Japanese is achieved. Big spon
taneous demonstrations. and enthusiastic ex
pressions • of the free press, showed that the 
Vietnamese, baeking up their Government, were • 



i:eady to welcome the, Allies iNatioos ·inlQ 
Indochina. The .Chinese forces lo lhe Nor.lb qf 
16th pa·rallel and British forces lo the. South 
moved in withoilt the sligh1est incideitt! . 

' But in the 7rteitnwhllc, radiobroad st from 
French General l>e Gilulle~ 'M. B1daull,eneral 
Leclerc nnd Amiral d'Argenlieu, ti flliote onlv a 
re{v, as well as the pt-ovQi:ative attilud~ ofFre1fch 
residents in the .main Indochinese't wh~ evinc
ed the_ dark aims of France, ·whose representat
ives openly menaced· rndochina of a second 
aggression. On Sepy;,m®r 23rd, in the II!OrJ1ing, 
the threats bec,anie ,fact, an,d, the Fre9c~, 'y.,i h; 

,,. tbe complicity or al least with lhe conpivancl! ' 
. of the British troops, launched a night a't~ck 

in the streets of Saigon''ogainst ilie Vietna~esJ 
civilian population. The ass~ult to,ok'placc at 3 a. 
m. whereas a few days befo~e the British corti
·mand had proclaimed m~rtl~I liiw and,fortiidden 
the !=arriage of any kind 6f.weapons, inc'tdd'ing 
wooden slicks, from 9.30 p1 m. to 5.30 a:1n. Udder 
this treacherous assault llie Vietnan)ese- police 
gave way in Saigolt But nationalist's quts1cJe'Sai-

• gon rapidiy o_rganized II ,sttlbbo~n ~esisblnce. 
Biller and murderous stre·et fighti.ng is_ g(?ing on, 
together with a non-collaboration movement the 
result of which, bo'lh for 1-tidochinese ail" well•as 
world economy, are incalcul~hle/ 
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CONCLUSION 
!till HJ' J/Od 1 
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Ip. the light pf •i~e ~re~eding-statemenls, the 
f1,Il, :wjp~ Jac~s .. ~,re, est~

1
~l

1
1~h~d : 

:, Jo Fran e wa~ militarily inc11pable of defend
ing lier colqnialt111J?1.re, contrarily to the treaties 
Sil{ned w't~ _th~ p~pte~ted coun'tri.,,s. 
. •1r .. 2o Fro!" j940-1945, France, breaking all her 
promises, yielded. to Japanese pressure and 
cooperated with tbe axis-po~ers, while the Viet-

1namese1 resisted 'and stuck to the 1 Allies. 
' ~• ad Fra~ce catried but a6 ii1human and des

trtiche 'food policy' in' Vietnam, whereas it hatl 
0

beefi 'stated in r every quarter' that afler the war 
,l,he 1fot>d, situation \viii bel v~~y serious iri the 
wl1ole world. 1 , 

4o Vietnam has wrested her, independence 
·from tlie Japanese; and fro'm' August 19th bas 
• been a de factl:i'indepencle'nt repbblic with all the 
organslo'f·a h!gitimate government supported by 
the w~ole na'tion. • r . • -• 

5o Fre:ich troops, excited by French propa
ganda and smoke-screened by British occnpation 
forces-violated,Sietna~ese natio11al Tights, terri-



tqrial integrity, as well. as the principies laid 
• down in the Atlantic Charier and in the agree
ments reached in subsequent peace conferences. 

6' The Vietnamese people is determined to 
fight to the last man for its indepen_dence and for 
the cause of international ,Justice and equality of 
status, against French aggressors. /, 

In conclusion, the Provisional Government 
of-the Democratic Republi'c ofVietnam,appealing 
lo the United Nations, has decided: 

1• To lodge a most erophatic_protest against 
the British Disarmament Mission· in South Indo
china for having connived al and favoured a 

~ F~cnch aggression on the Vietnamese people, ag
gression contrary to the principles laid down in 
the Atlantic Charier, in the Teheran; San-Fran
cisco and Postdam confe~ences. 

2- To lodge a most emphatic protest against 
the use of the British, Japanese and Gurkha indi
an troops to help the French aggressors under 
pretence of trying lo reestablish order, whereas 
the responsibility for the' disturbance of order can 
only be imputed lo French lfoops under French 
Colonels Cedille and Riv)ere, • 

3• To apply to the United Nations for an urg
ent settling of the Indochinese situation on the 
basis of full respect for lhe independence and 
freedom of the Vietnamese people. 
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