
an experienced body of cadres closely link
ed with the people and their struggle.”

The Report noted that the tasks facing 
the party are not easy since we were not 
starting from scratch to form a Marxist 
party and we had the heritage and burdens 
of old methods of work, of diverse outlooks 
to contend with. Emphasizing that the 
scientific, revolutionary theory of Marxism- 
Leninism is acknowledged as the guiding 
ideology of the party, it called for the full
est use in the face of the sharpening class 
struggle, nationally and internationally, of 
the ideological struggle to defeat bourgeois 
ideology.

The resolution on Foreign Affairs:
(a) called for the recognition by all

states of the German Democratic Republic; 
the seating of the People’s Republic of 
China and the expulsion of Taiwan from the 
United Nations; the unity of Caribbean 
leaders in eradicating the vestiges of colo
nialism and the threat of neo-colonialism in 
the region; the government of Guyana to 
establish diplomatic relations with all so
cialist countries and pursue a genuine and 
meaningful policy of non-alignment;

(b) condemned the continued presence of 
American forces in Southeast Asia; U.S. 
aggression in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambo
dia; continued U.S. military and economic 
support for Israel and her aggression 
against the Arab people;

(c) expressed solidarity with and support 
for the national liberation movement in 
Southern Africa; the Cuban Revolution;

achievements in Libya, Sudan, Tanzania, 
Congo (Brazzaville), Ceylon, Peru and 
Chile; the movement for the realization of 
Black dignity in America; and the popular 
movement in Trinidad and Tobago.

A resolution not to contest the remaining 
local government elections was also passed 
by Congress. This evinced the greatest in
terest because of the extensive fraud in the 
recently-concluded local government elec
tions, surpassing that of the 1968 general 
election.

In the discussion on the Report on this 
question, it was pointed out that the dele
gates “must take a stand against electoral 
fraud. As the people’s dissatisfaction in
creases, the PNC government will resort 
to more and more fraud. What we have 
witnessed recently is not an election, but 
a selection and allocation of seats by the 
PNC government.” To continue contesting 
the municipal and district elections “is only 
to give to the PNC the excuse to pretend 
that Guyana is a parliamentary democracy 
where fundamental rights, including the 
right to vote, are respected. The PNC re
gime has clearly blocked the path to peace
ful change. More and more it is relying 
on violence.”

The Congress ended on a high note of 
unity and determination—unity in the face 
of opponents and detractors who were sow
ing seeds of dissension and predicting 
splits, and determination to continue reso
lutely the struggle for national liberation 
and socialism.

G rea t v ic to ry  fo r  
Lebanese communists

G E O R G E S  BATAL

The official legalization of the Lebanese 
Communist Party, Comrade Nicolas Shaoui, 
its General Secretary, said in an interview 
with the Al-Akhbar weekly, is, essentially, 
a recognition of realities. In its forty-six 
years it has never fenced itself off from the 
national or class struggle, in which it suf

fered many casualties, among them Com
rade Farajallah Helou, one of its outstand
ing leaders.

Founded when Lebanon was a French 
mandate territory, the Party played a con
sistent and active part in the national libe
ration movement and the popular struggle
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to end the mandate and the occupation—a 
struggle that led to political independence 
and the evacuation of foreign troops after 
World War II.

The formation of the Communist Party 
is associated with the growth of the work
ing class, the development of its class con
sciousness, and the organization of trade 
unions. From its inception it has been the 
only political force speaking for the inter
ests of the laboring classes. It led the 
struggle for their demands and was largely 
responsible for the growth of the trade 
union movement. After independence, the 
Party has continued its work in the new 
conditions, gradually emerging as a na
tional political force to be reckoned with.

Periods of illegality alternated with legal 
activity, police terror with relative calm. 
But the Party learned to combine illegal 
forms of work with legal, always in the 
forefront of the struggle, upholding the in
dependence and interests of the working 
class and people in the face of imperialism, 
reaction and Zionism.

The Party was able to function legally 
on several previous occasions, but these 
were due mainly to external, international 
factors. The first prolonged spell of legality 
followed the victory of the Popular Front 
in France; the next resulted from the Soviet 
Army’s victories. Now, however, legaliza
tion is primarily due to domestic and inter- 
Arabic~Tacfors,' and moreover, has heen 
reinforced by legislative act.

To appreciate the significance of this 
victory, one must look back a year or two 
at the objective and subjective factors that 
made complete legalization and its legisla
tive recognition an unavoidable necessity.

The principal contributing domestic fac
tor was the growing economic, social and 
political crisis of the ruling financial oli
garchy. It clearly showed the working class 
and the people the correctness of our 
Party’s earlier assessments and the need for 
a national-democratic regime. As the crisis 
developed, popular resistance mounted, to
gether with the influence of our Party and 
other progressive forces. This found ex
pression in major strikes and successful 
Communist efforts within the trade unions 
to promote working-class unity. For the 
first time in the country’s history the strike 
movement involved civil servants: engin
eers, teachers, post office, state security 
personnel, etc. The economc position con
tinued to deteriorate, and this was reflected 
in the financial sphere, the mainstay of 
Lebanon’s economy. Several banks were

insolvent, deposits dwindled, crediting and 
other financial operations were hamstrung.

The political crisis of the financial oli
garchy regime was most vividly exemplified 
by the 1969 government crisis which lasted 
seven months and paralyzed the work of 
the legislative branch. This was coupled 
with aggravation of differences between 
representatives of the financial oligarchy 
within and outside the administration, 
which facilitated the activities of the demo
cratic forces by creating an atmosphere of 
greater freedom and democracy.

The main inter-Arab factor contributing 
to the Party’s legalization was the June 
1967 war unleashed by Israel, and its con
sequences: the upsurge of popular opposi
tion to imperialism, Zionism and reaction 
and the masses’ turn to the Left. The reali
zation was growing that the petty bour
geoisie were incapable of leading the libe
ration movement or achieving its basic 
aims, and people came to see the limitations 
of bourgeois political programs. All this 
produced a swing in favor of firmer, more 
decisive leadership and more radical and 
balanced political programs. The conditions 
gradually matured for the working class 
and its Party to play a bigger part in the 
Arab national liberation movement.

The influence of the inter-Arab factor on 
political life was additionally augmented 
by the growth of the Palestine resistance 
movement in Lebanon. Its alliance with the 
Communist Party and other progressive 
popular forces and parties helped to tilt 
the political balance in favor of the popu
lar movement, consolidate democratic free
doms and curtail the activity of the reac
tionary forces.

The main international factor was the 
growing role of the Soviet Union in the 
area, a role recognized by all anti-imperial
ist forces. It also decisively contributed to 
the consolidation and extension of the Arab 
national liberation movement and the pro
gressive Arab regimes. Popular appreciation 
of the Soviet Union’s role helped strengthen 
the democratic movement in Lebanon.

Under pressure from these domestic and 
external factors, the regime was forced to 
make concessions to moderate the more 
acute contradictions in its relations with 
the popular movement, the progressive 
Arab states and the Palestine resistance 
movement, and thus find a way out of the 
government crisis. The appointment of 
Kamal Joumblatt, chairman of the Pro
gressive Socialist Party, as Minister of the 
Interior removed the obstacles to broad
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activity by our Party and other progressive 
forces.

In addition to the objective factors con
tributing to legalization, one must also take 
into account the subjective factors, notab
ly changes within the Party which enabled 
it to make effective use of new openings. 
These factors date back to the preparations 
for the second Party congress, which recti
fied Party policy, enhanced its influence on 
domestic and inter-Arab affairs and streng
thened its links with the masses.

The rectification of the Party’s general 
line was effected in the face of fierce oppo- 
sion from Right- and Left-wing opportunist 
elements in the former Party leadership. 
The concept of “alliances” was defined in 
terms of a class approach. It has been 
forcefully demonstrated that a class assess
ment of alliances is in no way isolationist, 
as claimed by the opportunists. On the con
trary, the new policy has increased the 
Party’s influence and kept it from tailing 
after one or another bourgeois group.

Pursuing the Second Congress line, the 
Central Committee correctly assessed the 
situation in our part of the Arab world and 
specified the forces exerting the greatest 
influence on the nation’s life. This provided 
the basis for our present alliance policy. 
The Party’s activity on the inter-Arab scene 
not only helped rectify its general line, but 
also strengthened its positions within the 
country and abroad.

In the Central Committee’s view, legali

zation is an important victory, a democratic 
gain for the Lebanese national movement 
as a whole, an extremely important gain 
for the working class, an event that will 
doubtlessly influence the development of 
Communist parties in the Arab world and 
their relations with the progressive forces 
within their countries. At the same time, 
for all the importance we attach to this 
victory, we harbor no illusions. For the 
situation in our area is unstable and there 
is always the possibility of provocations.

In the new conditions, the Central Com
mittee has set the Party major political and 
organizational tasks. We have to step up 
the struggle on all fronts and make the 
most of legality for the Party as a whole, 
for each organization and member. Leeali- 
zation—and this the CC has emphasized— 
does not mean a radical change in the 
Party’s general line: on the contrary, con
sistent operation of the Party’s line had,

Our victory has-  sti muTa ted enthusiasm 
and a feeling of pride in the Party. In the 
CC’s view, the main task now is to utilize 
the new situation and step up work to 
strengthen and expand our ranks and to 
realize the Second Congress’s slogan, “For 
a mass Communist Party in the Lebanon!” 

And the earnest of making our victory 
secure is strengthening the Party on the 
basis of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian 
internationalism, and consolidating its ties 
with the masses and its alliances.
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P h ilip p in e s : re s u lts , 

d if f ic u lt ie s , p rospects

J O R G E  M A R A V I L L A

On November 7, 1970 the Communist Party 
of the Philippines observed the anniversary 
of its founding, the 40th year of its exist
ence as the vanguard party of the Filipino 
working classes. Founded on November 7, 
1930 in Manila, it has been steeled by the 
severest of trials in the struggle against 
imperialism, for national freedom and to
ward the goal of socialism.

The Communist Party of the Philippines 
is proud to point to its founding day, which 
was chosen to symbolize the inspiration 
given to Filipino workers by the October 
revolution. Although forced by the severity 
of repressive conditions imposed upon it 
by American imperialism to fight for pro
longed periods in relative isolation from 
its brother parties, the CPP has never wa
vered in its internationalist outlook and 
has fully subscribed to such unity decla
rations as those approved by the meetings 
of Communist and Workers’ Parties in 
Moscow in 1957, 1960 and 1969.

Throughout almost its entire existence, 
the CPP has been an underground party, 
compelled to work under conditions of ille
gality. Only in brief intervals that total 
less than five years over the past four 
decades has the Party been able to work 
in circumstances of partial freedom. Dur
ing its many years of contending with 
both legislative and savage military su- 
pression, the CPP has shown its readiness 
and its ability to conduct any and all forms 
of struggle or their combination, depend
ing upon the circumstances created by im
perialism and its allies, to preserve and to 
extend the Philippine revolutionary move
ment and the people’s organizations.

Predominantly, the experiences of the CPP 
have been gained in the struggle against

neo-colonialism in all its open and devious 
forms. The Party’s beginnings lay in up
holding the true national interests of the 
Filipino people against the compromising 
of their independence struggle by a colo
nial ruling class, and since 1946 it has 
waged a difficult fight against one of the 
most stifling of all varieties of neo-colonial 
dependence. Its experiences have been 
those of a Marxist-Leninist party leading 
an anti-imperialist struggle for national 
liberation and against the neo-colonial al
lies of imperialism in the Philippines.

PROLETARIAN ROOTS OF THE CPP

The foremost feature of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines at its inception 
was its wholly proletarian origin. It was 
preceded by a Labor Party, formed in 1922- 
24. The Labor Party was the voice of the 
broad and diffuse Congreso Obrero de Fili- 
pinas (COF) which, as well as Left-wing 
militants, included conservative elements 
and opportunist leaders in the pay of im
perialism who obstructed the development 
of a vanguard Marxist party. In 1929 the 
COF split into Right and Left union group
ings, and a Left-wing federation, the Kati- 
punan ng mga Anak Pawis ng Filipinas 
(Proletarian Labor Congress of the Philip
pines) or KAP, was created by trade union 
leaders with a Marxist orientation.

In the split of the KAP from the class 
collaborators and opportunists in the COF, 
there were two main ideological issues: the 
need to create a political party based on 
the class struggle, and the need for the 
unity of organized Filipino workers with the 
Communist-led international trade union 
movement.
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