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The movement is going through a difficult period; it has to contend
with serious obstacles; our Party believes there Is a danger of los-
ing hard-won major gains.

Stronger Right wing

The Israeli agegression and occupation of extensive areas have %reat-
ly complicated the Arab national struggle. A way out has 1o be
ound In a situation that leaves little Toom for maneuvering. The
Israeli aggressors continue to deliver blow after blow at the” Arab
countries without, so far, encountering adequate resistance.

_Right-wing groups, not only in Egypt but in other Arab coun
tries too, have taken advantage of the ‘situation. Their leaders blame
the policy of the progressive elements who led the movement be-
fore and after the six-day war for all its present difficulties. Poli-
tical clashes and discord arTm_ﬂfhe progressive forces have helpe
to activate the Right forces. Their Inflience has increased within
and beyond the ruling circles, and their position has strengthened
since Nasser’s death and the brutal suppression of the Palestine
resistance and the Jordanian national movement in September 1970,

There is other evidence of the movement’s troubled times. The
split between its detachments and within them has become deeper;
conflicts have often been violent and destructive, Arab reaction,
including the monarchial, regimes in Saudi Arabia, Jordan, etc.,
has consolidated its position and presents a real danger to the
gains won in the liberation struggle. _

For all that, however, the. most alarming om is the streng-
thening of the Right wing within the Arab nafional_liberation move-
ment. “There are GOther problems, too, but they existed before, and
though they Pr_esente_d a grave potential danger to the movement,
they Were not impediments intrinsic to it. For even before the June
war, Israel pursued an Iglggresswt_a policy, imperialist expansion con-
tinued and the Middle reactionary regimes were strong. Never-
theles?], for 20 years the movement enjoyed uninterrupted rapid
growth.
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The present alarming situation is attended by the strengthening
of Right-wing views in home and foreign polch and |deol(())9y. For
instance, latterly there has been much more talk in E%/pt Islam
or Arab socialism than of scientific socialism, which Nasser advo-
cated to the last days of his life. This ideological shift accords with
the Right-wing poliCy of revising some of the progressive economic
and social measures implemented under_Nasser’s leadership.

The Rights are hostile to democracy. Out of fear of the workin
people’s historic role in political life” they have come out agains
working-class and other mass org[anlzatlons and disapprove of poli-
tical parties. They would like to'turn the Socialist Union in Eg?/pt
Libya and the Sudan into loose organizations with no articulate
qulcy, but with c_:oeru_Isor%/ membership of the entire people. And

his n societies in which the class struggle is developing in ever
sharper forms.

Their views on_Arab unity and other national problens, parti-
cularly the Palestine issue, are avowedly chauvinistic. This comt
plex problem, closely linked with the_rise of national sentiments
among the Arabs, merits closer examination.

The prominence given the national aspect of the liberation strug-
le is due to several factors. First, there'is the tragedy of the Pales-
Ine refugees, who after the formation of the Siate” of Israel fled

to other Arab countries. This has exerted a tremendous influence
on the life of every Arab, has become part of his day-to-day con-
cerns, Second, the éver-present menace of Israeli aggression against
the, Arab states, and primarily the vanguard detachments of the
national liberation moverment.” Lastly, bourgeois attempts to ex-
loit_the situation to divert the working class and the masses from
he fl%ht for their economic_ demands, Social change and_socialis
and  channel_their energy into the |abyr|nth of ‘complicated an
muddled national problerts.

This over-emphasizing of the national question, notably the
Palestine issue, and absolutizing, at_ one period, the idea of Arab
unity, have done more than anything else to weaken the class
struggle. It has not developed in"a way that could be expected in
conditions of constantly deepening social differentiation.

But the unremitting struggle for common aims and_interests and
against a common foe has made Arab unity the legitimate demand

" the people, and not merely a goal which at oné time accorded
with the interests of the developing bourgeoisie. The striving for
Arab unity is now more_deeply rooted, mare closely tied to all the
olitical, ‘economic, social aims and_ aspirations of the national
iberation movement. But this is no justificaton for the persistent
attempts to make independence, of the movement_ the dominant
idea and contrast it to the objective need for closer internationalist
ties with the world revolutionary movement. That attitude suits
the Right-wing forces, who want 1o use the independence idea as a
cover Tor their anti-communist and anti-Soviet sentiments,

In practice, all this talk of the movement’s independence is often
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paralled by encouragement of division within it. This is especially
characteristic of Quadafi, the head of the Libyan regime, who makes
no secret of his hostility to some sections of the moverment. This
is clearly evidenced - even within the triple alliance of Arab repub-
lics - by his attitude towards Syria. . ) .
~ And"that attitude of an Arab state which is considered anti-
imperialist finds its most dangerous manifestations in the follow-

ing:
nq|n collusion with North_Yemen and Saudi Arabia it has worked
to overthrow the progressive regime of the People’s Democratic
Republic of Yemen; . i . .
-In Its negative attitude to the Palestine Resistance, it has_in-
cited one detachment against another, has supported some organiza-
tions and denied suppart. to others;5

- on_the plea of retaining the national character of the struggle,
there is an attempt to join the Right wing of the moverment with
Arab reaction in a united front spearheaded against both imperial-
ism and Zionism and ﬁ(gamst the progressive forces. | .
] essence of Right-mng l|c<)hl O%%ls anti-communism, which
IS becoming increasingly frank and expression in anti-Soviet-
ism Things have reachéd a point where the Rights ventured to at-
tack Soviet-Arab friendship and relations with the Soviet Union
and other socialist countries.

Like other Arab progressives, the Communists believe that such
actions, directed against a friendly state which has unfailingly
supported our struggle, and at the”very least deserves our grati-
tude, are also meant to change the very character of the Arab libe-
ration moverment, its aims and tasks.

Born and strengthened in the crucible of the fight against im

rialism and Zionism, _ for. freedom and  progress, Arab-Soviet
friendship is of everlasting importance. It has been formalized in
international agreements and embodied in the Aswan and Eu-
phrates hydro-engineering complexes, the Heluan metallurgical
combine, the North Rumeila oilfields and in hundreds of other
prO{ects carried out with Soviet assistance. The Powerful_ support
of the Arab peoples in their fight against Israeli imperialist’ ag-
gression is @ momentous testimonial to this friendship.

To%(eether with other Arab progressive forces, we consider friend-
ship between the Arab national liberation movement and the Soviet
Union and with the world revolutionary movement the basis of
our strategy at the present stage of thé struggle to liquidate the
conseguences of the Israeli, aggression, eliminate all elements of
imperialist political and economic domination and promote demo-
cracy and social progress. No contingent of the national revolu-
tion” can consistently work for_ the attainment of its goals if it
lacks close and durable ties with the world revolutionary move-
ment and its vanguard, the Soviet Union. This has been confirmed

 For instance, in November 1972, Libya refused to attend the All-Arab Peoples’ Conference
in support of the Palestine revolution, saying it would not sit down with Arab Communists.
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the long record of cooperation with the USSR, both in world
% gt‘)rsstg{]es in strengthening the defense capacity of progressive

Contradictions of progressive regimes

The situation within the leading circles in power in a number of
our. countries is reflected in tglgacorrplex problems of the Arab
national liberation moverment t %/

The rise of the state of Israel, the 198 events and the defeat of
the Arab countries, then ruled by lprcylrrperlal_lst forces, were fol-

ved by a series of coups d6tat. In a way, this was a natural re-
action t0 the open betrayal of the hig bourgeoisie.. These coups
were the beginning of far-reaching political d an%%suln our region.
The new leaders came in the main from the petty bourgeoisie. Their
anti-imperialist Rréonouncerrents won them wide popularity and
engendered in the masses of political and socio-economic
change. The working class, weakened mainly by a series of blows
dealt by the big bourgegisie, was in no position fo lead the struggile.

With' leadership passing mostly to petty-bourgeois elements, the
movement entered a new stage. policies of the new leaders and
their economic and social reforms were, as a rule, a reflection of
the  ideology and aspirations of the peniy bourgeoisie, that large
social stratum which plays such a big role in Arab countries.

But the fact should be taken into” consideration that the mass
of the_ petty bourgeoisie is now subjected to nearly the same ex-
ploitation as the Wworking class. Hence, at the present stage, its
economic and social demands are similar to those of the workers
together with whom it constitutes the main force of the post-war
Arab_national liberation moverment. And it_has given it a new pro-
gressive, content. It should be borme in mind that the petty bour-
geoisie is an unstable mess, with some elements eventually”becom:
ing part of the big bourgeoisie and others, part of the_ proletariat.
Aregime dominated by members of the petty bourgeoisie accords
with the transition stage, after which, apparently, elements com
Irgéatgdr@s htio more consistent class positions Will also come into the

Our Pz?rty p%(%gram adopted by the Second Congress (1963) says
that the rise af progressive regimes and their proclaimed ‘policy
of building socialism_are in keeping with the stage reached by the
Arab national liberation movement,” at which ‘there is constant en-
richment of the movement’s content, giving it a more clear-cut
anti-imperialist and anti-capitalist orientation determined, in the
main, by the social character of the classes and strata interested in
its devel_o?ment, ie, the mass of workers, peasants, and revolu-
tionary intellectuals.” ] ]

The program also states that the changed alignment of forces in
favor. of the revolutionary-minded section of the petty bourgeoisie
and its advent to power ‘were facilitated by intervention of the
masses, their support of the movement’s révolutionary wing re-
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suitinP from their growing political consciousness, which in tumn

wes largely due to the influence of the Communist parties and

other progjressive org&plzatlons.’ . .

It vwould therefore "be wrong to regard the prg?resswe regimes,
resulting from the successes “of the “liberation sfruggle, aspetty
hourgeois. De;sgte the absence of working-class representatives in
the governments, nationalist revolutionaries took social, economic
and p(gslltlcal steps objectively in the interest of workers and

asants.

IDeITater, however, the regimes encountered internal difficulties,

which had a far-reaching éffect on their policy. What are the rea-

sons for and consequences of these difficulties? ) .

They are traceable to the essence of petty—bQLCJg?ems political

r. Lack of ideological clarity and an empirical approach to
the realities in place of a scientific outlook-all this gives rise to
instability in important areas of home and foreign _policy. Petty-
hourgeois leaders hold that the fact of their being in power, plus
their”success acclaimed by the masses, guaranteeS that their pro-

%qesswe program will be implemented. They tend to underestimate

e role of the masses, live in constant fear that the masses will
unite organizationally, and mistrust, the working class and its_po-
litical organizations and unions. This is evidenced by the continu-
ous changes of attitude towards mass organizations in some of the
Arab countries-one day they are dissolved, the next reorganized,
with numerous impediments erected to their activity. .

h in content and form the Arab national lberation move-
ment retlects the interests of the working class, peasants and other
sections of the le, most parties have not in fact become truly
mess parties. The fate of the moverment depends chiefly on the
personality of its leaders. This injects an element of spontaneity
into the course of events. ) ) ]

The petty-bourgeois leaders strive to retain their monopoly on
%{\er, in Order, they claim, to carry forward the progressiveline.
But under this pretext they suppress the class struggle, and errqjhoy
ideological .and administrative means to distort ItS content. This
has precipitated sharp clashes between different sections of the
Arab national liberation movement, leading to brutal repressions
of working-class and Communist organizations.

Furtherrmore, the progressive petty-bourgeois elements have not
succeeded in restricting the growth ‘of the local, especially middle,
bpg[Jrg(te0|S|e. Their measures Were mostly indeterminate and incon-
sistent.

A government that is heterogeneous politically and in class back-
round is not up to the task of eliminating the economic growth
evers of the national bourgeoisie. This is borne out by recent deve-

!)?pnents: the bourgeoisie continues to grow despite the expansion

the state sector é\/\lnlch in , for example, embraced more
than 80 per cent of all industry at one time) and the nationalization

of foreign trade. _ .

In sogne countries nothing has been done to eliminate the old
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state machine (civic, as well as military) built by the bourgeoisie
- inimical to the masses and devoid of patriotism.” The burealicratic
elements, whose selfish interests ict with the interests and
requirements of society as a whole, have expanded. And they are
trying to promote anti-democratic tendencies in the state, t0 dis-
credit the ‘earlier socio-economic changes, and, particularly, to db-
struct the activity of the state sector. More, they are corning into
the open with_reactionary, essentially anti-communist, postures..

Home reaction associated with fhe deposed hbig bourgeoisie,
which had been Iylglg low for some tirre, is again rearln% itS head.
Taking advantage of the crisis precipitated by the 1967 lsraeli ag-
gression, it has renewed efforts to direct political developme
along a course more favorable for it. )
_In"sum, the socio-political elements that headed the national
liberation movement and eventually came to power, have proved
incapable of coping with the complex interrelated tasks of the revo-
lution: total palitical liberation from imperialism; economic libera-
tion from foreign monopolies and development of an independent
national liberation of the rural masses. from feudal ex-
I‘IIOItatIOE' andle ectol]ga%hon of ba%n agrananﬁrevolutl<|Jn;talt|_beratbl}(/)r}c of
e working class,. e urban masses, from exploitation or-
ign and Io%a(f capital. P

eign

?\/hch more radical . forces with a horr%ge neous and consistent
outlook should share in the leadership in dealing with the present
and future objectives of the_ national liberation stanrJ%gle_. At pres-
ent, however, a battle is raglng between the Left and” Right wings
in the %r](_)gresswe_reglrrm and the political organizationS backing
them This battle is part of the class struggle n the Arab libera-
tion movement and, as we see it, reflects the intrinsic contradic-
tions that have grown with the growth of the moverment.

Growmng pains

The Right wing has done a great deal of harm_to the liberation
revolution in the Arab East.. the damage will be still greater
if the Rights manage to retain their present strength.

But we are not_inclined to be pessimistic, At the time of the
June aggression, Communists declared that it had fallen short of
its main okgfect!ves despite the grave defeat inflicted on the Arab
countries, despite the loss of territory. It had been Israel’s main
purpose to strike at the progressive gains made in the long years
of struggle. The aggressors aimed tO overthrow the Progresswe
(r)?g{ﬂes emasculaté their content and ths\re}rgy retard the ‘growth

e n e

ational liberation movement as a wha
Yet, the ﬁrogresswe_ regimes survived. It is safe to say, more-
over, that_the aggression and the subsequent defeat gave” Impulse
to revolutionary developments in the Arab world. Here are a few:
St-the Palestine, Resistance I\/bveofrrﬁnt gtr_ew Iosrtganlzlat|8fn¢a}[ltl1y
ronger, ringing_ in a new upsur e national struggle e
Arabgpeoplegof%alestlne; PoLTge 9
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- the reactionary government in Sudan wes replaced by a pro-
gressive regime; L .

- the feudal monarchy in Libya wes replaced by a republic;

_ - the revolution triumphed and a progressive ‘government wes
installed in South Yemen; ) )

) -Ia Baathist coup brought national progressive forces to power
in Iraq.

I—Io%ever there were conflicting aspects to all these events. Mis-
takes coupied with artificially induced growth weakened the Pales-
tine Resistance.Movement, The new regime in Sudan underwent a
negative mutation and disintegrated due to internal _strife.. The
couE\Ac};(retat in Libya was_controlled by politically and ideologicall
backward forces, who tried to strip 1t of its progressive content.
The revolution in Yermen experienced conwvulsions and internal con-
flicts, which retarded its development. And in Irag, the new leaders
were at first influenced backward, anti-communist ideology,
which resulted in grave damage to the progressive movement and
cost the lives of many Communists, o

All the same, we are firmly convinced that the difficulties of the
Arab_national liberation movement are but growing pains- a
malaise taking place in unprecedentedly complicated “conditions.
Take just the”most meaningful developments bearing on our ap-

raisal, for these are increasingly determinative for the future of
he movement. . . . :

Firstly, the political and_ideological positions of the working
class have grown stronger. The bloody events in Sudan were uni-
versally condenmed. In all Arab countries, the working class is
active “in promoeting its economic and social demands, and work-
ers, their political “organizations and_trade unions, are taking an
ever more conspicuous part in public life. This is tending to enhance
the role and strengthen the Communist parties. )

Secondly, the miasses are clearly inclined to organize. New pro-
gressive Organizations are springing up, and are gradually grow-
ing into mass parties. This urge to organize is especially” evident

1J workers, peasants, students the youth of .

_Thirdly, there Is a tendency to form progressive _fronts embracing
different parties, including the Communists. This is openm%_]g‘p the
way to participation in~governments, even though at different
levels, and assures the resolution of the complex problems facing

our_countries. .. . .
Fourthly, the political consciousness of the masses s rising. The
are taking a firmer anti-imperialist and anti-reactionary~ stand,

countervailing the indecisive and negative course of the Right wing.

Fifthly, the vast majority of the national and progressive parties,
and broad sections of the people in the Arab countries are more
stronlgl}/] opposed to anti-Sovietism.

All"these trends are on the upgrade, and here are a few recent
facts of a clearly revolutionary complexion; .

- the nationalization of ail” enterprises In Irag and Syria;

- the agrarian revolution in Algeria;
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- the positive changes that have affected all the organizations in
the Palestine Resistance Moverment.

The Resistance Movement is folloMng a clearer political and
ideological course, and its relations with other detachments of the
Arab national liberation and the world revolutionary movements
are improving. It needs still greater s {Jport of the progressive
forces In the Arab countries and the rest of the world, especially
of the Communists. Then, by improving its own organization, it
will help affirm the progressive content of the Arab nhational libe-
ration revolution.

all-Arab popular conference for the promoation of the_ Pales-
tine revolution, held in Beirut, wes a q event for the Resistance
Moverrent and the entire Arab national Tiberation struggle. Repre-
sentatives of progressive parties, including the Communists, work-
er and peasant_ Or anlzatlons and trade Unions of 14 Arab coun-
tries took part in it. CPresent were delegations from the social-
ist states |nternat|onal mocratic organizations and Communist
parties of capitalist countries.

The conference announced the constitution of the Arab Front
of Assistance to the Palestine.Revolution and approved its political

ram and statutes. What is more important, however, was the
eV| ence it provided of greater unity among the different detachr
ments of the Arab national liberation moverment.

Qur Party approved the draft of the Front’s political program
as the minimum acceptable by all Arab progressive forces. As we

see it, the Front is an important milestone on the wa to unity.
And as pointed out by K Jourmblatt, Chairman of the ressive
Socialist Party of Le who was elected the Fronts neral
Secretary, thé conference also showed the intimate link between
the Palestine and Arab revolutions, and their link with the interna-
tional_revolutionary movement, with its three main streams: the
socialist world system, the national liberation moverrent, and the
working-class movement in the capitalist countries.

With scientific socialism taking an ever firmer hold on the ideol-

of the Arab national liberation revolution, the role of the Com

munist parties of Arab countries, and also that of the world Com
munist movement, is clearly increasing.

Difficulties have never been an msurmountable obstacle. Recall
what Marx said in his reply to Imann, who wes in the depths
of despalr after the defeat of the aris Commune: World history

o?/ aasl¥ make if the struggle were taken up
onIy on condltlon infallibly favorable chances.’
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