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development of economic struggles in all 
countries now in the throes of the economic 
cns1s. It is not accidental that the workers of 
Britain, France, U.S.A., Austria, Czecho
Slovakia and even China, not to speak of the 
U.S.S.R., are fervently responding to the 
appeal of the Berlin metal-workers. In regard 
to the issue of the election in Germany the 
foreign political correspondent of the M a tin 
wrote :-"Complete anarchy in Germany 

would be fatal for the whole of Europe, for 
the bourgeoisie of the whole world." The 
gmwth of the political crisis in Germany more 
than anything else is frightening the world 
bourgeoisie, in the same degree it gives the 
international proletariat cause for rejoicing. 
Consequently it is the task of all sections of 
the Communist International to mobilise the 
forces of the international proletariat for the 
assistance of the German working class. 

THE ARAB "LEFT" NATIONALIST MOVEMENT 
By MUSTAFA SADI 

JN the camp of the Arab Left Nationalists in 
Palestine (the group of Hamdi-el-Husseini) 

there is taking place a continuous process of 
dl'velopment and change in regard to both 
organisation and ideology. It is necessary 
to pay special attention to this process and to 
examine the causes which are effecting this 
differentiation among the Left Nationalists of 
Palestine, so as to be able to determine the 
policy and tactics which must be followed by 

, the Communist Party of Palestine tO\Yards the 
Hamdi group. 

The Hamdi group made its appearance in 
the political life of Palestine as an independent 
political group at the Sixth Congress of the 
Arab Nationalists in rg28. This group repre
sented, on the one hand, the interests of the 
young Arab industrial bourgeoisie and, on 
the other hand, the interests of a section of 
the Arab intelligentsia and of the dissatisfied 
petty-bourgeois masses. It was founded as a 
left wing of the Sixth Congress of Arab 
Nationalists and carried on an active struggle 
against the right wing of the Congress, re
presenting the interests of the trading bour
geoisie and the landowners. 

The Sixth Congress of the Arab National
ists was a Congress of consolidation of the 
right wing of the Arab Nationalist movement 
of Palestine. This consolidation was ex
pressed in the healing of the split between the 
supporters of the "Supreme Muslim Council" 
and the opponents of this Council, viz.: the 
Arab Executive Committee, which previous 
to the Congress had conducted a policy of 
"non-co-operation" in relation to British im
perialism. At this Congress, the overwhelm-

ing majority altered its relation to imperialism 
and adopted the following resolution:-

"The ten years' policy vf 'non-co-operation' has 
proved useless for the Nationalist movement. The 
Zionists are exploiting our position and are more 
and more drawing closer to the mandatvry govern
ment. Consequently, it is necessary to alter the 
policy of 'non-co-operation' in the direction of co
vperation with the British, limiting non-co-opera
tion activity to the struggle with Zionism." 

When this resolution was voted upon, 
Hamdi and his supporters entered a strong 
protest and were almost expelled from the 
Congress hall, being regarded as "agents of 
~Ioscow." After the conclusion of the Con
gress, Hamdi took up the struggle against 
national-reformism ; he began to edit the paper 
Belsirat El Mustakim ("The Straight Path") 
and more and more grouped around himself 
the dissatisfied anti-imperialist intellectuals. 
This was the first stage in the history of the 
Arab Left Nationalist movement after the be
trayal of the Arab bourgeoisie and the passing 
of the movement from an anti-imperialist to an 
anti-Balfour struggle.* This stage lasted till 
r 930. Its characteristic feature consisted in 
the uninterrupted struggle of the Left Nation
alists with the mandatory power and with 
national-reformism. 

During this period, the Left Nationalists 
shovved a real self-sacrifice and devotion to the 
National emancipatory movement of the Arab 
countries. During the rising in Palestine, 
they played a fairly important part; they were 

* The anti-Balfour movement is the Arab national 
movement which is struggling- against the Balfour 
Declaration, issued in 1917, which allows of the crea
tion of a National Hvme of the Jews in Palestine. 
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the first to come forward openly calling upon 
the Arab masses to struggle first of all against 
British imperialism and not to allow them
selves to fall a prey to the religious and 
national provocation of the Arab bourgeoisie 
or Zionist colonisers. On this account they 
were thrown into prison and their leader, 
Hamdi, was banished to the town of Nazareth 
for a period of one year. 

The movement of the Left Nationalists 
raised the prestige of Hamdi in the eyes of the 
toiling masses who regarded him as their only 
saviour. Masses of people (mainly intellec
tuals) incessantly made their way to his place. 
of banishment from all parts of Arabia in order 
to talk with him and to take his advice. The 
British imperialists were compelled to ''liber
ate" Hamdi and to dispatch him to his native 
town of Gaza. The real purpose of this 
"liberation" was in order to remove him from 
the town of Nazareth, which is situated on 
the road to Syria, Iraq and Transjordania, 
and to banish him further away to this town 
of Gaza in the remote regions of South Pales
tine, surrounded by desert, and thus to make 
more difficult any consultation with him on 
the part of the leftwardly inclined Nationalist 
Arabs. These two years of struggle of the 
Hamdi group for the independence and union 
of the Arab countries represents, as already 
mentioned, the first stage in the movement of 
the Arab Left Nationalists, a stage of unor
ganised struggle, of individual demonstra
tions, without a Party, without a programme 
and without masses. 

The second stage of the movement of the 
Hamdi group was actually a stage which was 
bound to decide the fate of this group. Hamdi 
and his supporters stood at the cross-roads, 
not knowing which side to take, the side of 
the workers and fellahin Bedouin masses or 
the side of the national-traitor bourgeoisie. 
Nor did they know what slogans to put for
ward,; for, indeed, the national-reformists 
were also making use of the slogans 
"Isteklaltan" ("Complete Independence") 
and "Khurea" ("Freedom), vvhich by novv 
had become very cheap. He and his group 
had to attempt to show that they were differ
ent from the camp of the National-traitors. 
Their endeavours in this direction were ex
pressed in the struggle for the "defence" of 

the interests of the Arab workers and peasants, 
for their "emancipation" from the yoke of im
perialism and of the Arab aristocracy. In his 
interview with the correspondent of the news
paper Mirat el Shark ("The Mirror of the 
East"), Hamdi declared:-

"In order to find a pretext for fighting the 
National emancipatory movement the imperialists 
always accuse us of Communism. They accuse us 
of Communism because we defend the interests of 
the Arab wc.rkers and peasants. They do not 
understand that the workers and peasants them
selves constitute the people, and we are struggling 
for the emancipation of the people, against imperi
alism, against the Arab aristocracy which was in 
the past a weapon in the hands c.f the Turkish power 
as it is now in the hands of the mandatory gc.vern
n1ent." 

At the time of the summoning of the first 
Arab Conference, Hamdi immediately became 
a "proletarian," sending a telegram of greet
ing to the Conference in which he called upon 
the Arab workers:-

"Do not allow foreign elements to interfere with 
your affairs; you must yourselves defend your class 
interests. You alone represent the basis fc.r the 
independence of our country." 

vVhat do these words denote ? They denote 
that he was desirous of distinguishing his line • 
from the line of the Arab National traitors, 
that he had begun to struggle for the masses, 
for the hegemony of the movement of the Arab 
workers and peasants and petty-bourgeois 
strata of the Arab population, for squeezing 
out the influence and leadership of the Pales
time Communist Party. 

Hamdi, in making this speech, as a man 
imbued with bourgeois ideology, as a man who 
came from an aristocratic milieu and who de
fended landovvners' property in the soil, did 
not agree with the slogan of the agrarian re
volution, considering that this slogan was 
"premature" and that it was sufficient at the 
present time to restrict oneself to promises of 
definite reforms for the Arab fellahin, such as 
the abolition of "ushor," "humsa," etc. For. 
a long time he wavered on this question. He 
took up a completely indefinite position in re
gard to the most serious questions determin
ing the whole course of political events in 
Palestine, OJ1 the basis of which incessant con
flicts were arising and which led to the rising 
of the Arabs in Palestine during the course of 
this year. 
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At present, the vacillations of Hamdi and his 
group between the camps of revolution and 
counter-revolution have ceased. The third 
stage has now opened in the life and activity 
of the left Arab Nationalists, the stage of 
splitting and differentiation. The left 
Nationalists have separated into a right and 
left wing. Hamdi is now heading the right 
wing of the left Nationalists. He has been 
converted from a "friend of the people" into 
a friend of the police and Arab compradores, 
into a lackey of British imperialism. He has 
refused now to be the secretary of the anti
Imperialist League in Arabia. He now takes 
up a "distrustful" position in regard to the 
Palestine Communist Party and demands the 
imposition of his control over the activity of 
the Party. He now daily becomes more and 
more removed from Communism, declaring 
that Communism in fact represents a danger. 
He has now taken to entertaining with tea and 
biscuits the police and ~pies who come to make 
searches at his place. 

Why has there been a split among the left 
Nationalists? Why has one section adhered 
to the workers and fellahin and the other to 
the National reformists? Undoubtedly, this 
split has deep-rooted causes, being based par
ticularly on the fundamental formulation in 
principle of the agrarian question and of the 
methods of struggle for its decision. In the 
circumstances of the growing agrarian crisis 
in Palestine, of the uninterrupted paupersa
tion of the fellahin masses, of the seizure by 
the Zionists of the land of the Arab peasants, 
and of the predatory taxation and merciless 
exploitation policy on the part of the Arab 
landowners, it is not possible for Hamdi and 
his supporters to remain neutral. They must 
choose for themselves one of t\VO paths, either 
the land for the fellahin or the land for the 
landowners. It is on this basis that is taking 
place the present differentiation of the Hamdi 
group. 

The left wing of the Hamdi group is in 
agreement with the slogan of "the land to the 
fellahin." It carries on an active struggle 
with imperialism and with the Arab landown
ers. Thus, it has separated from Hamdi and 
has completely broken away from national
reformism. It has recognised that its aims can 
only be attained by union with the mass of 
workers and peasants, only by struggle for 

the dictatorship of tpe working class and 
peasantry in Palestine. 

ln order to characterise the ideological posi
tion of the left section of the Hamdi group, it 

· is worth quoting the following extract from the 
article of one who was formerly Hamdi's right 
hand, an article which appeared in the central 
organ of the Palestine Communist Party:
"llalaman" ("Forward"). Analysing the 
position of the Palestine fellahin, the writer 
says:-

"1 know of one merchant who made a loan to a 
single viUage of the sum of £soo sterling for a 
period of five years. At the end of the allotted 
period, this sum had been converted into £1,8oo 
sterling. Owing to ·the usurious interest, the popu
lation of the village was compelled to sell up all 
its products, and some of them to sell all their. pos
sessions, but still they were not able to repay the 
debt. Our peasantry are dying from famine, the 
imperialists are sucking their blood, the Arab feudal 
lords are selling the interests of the people. Only 
revolutivn can alter this position." 
It is evident from this what a contrast exists 

in regard to the agrarian question between the 
right and left wings of the Hamdi Husseini 
group. The Communist Party of Palestine 
must draw fron\ it the necessary conclusions 
in regard to principles and tactics in order that 
they may adopt a correct position in regard to 
both wings. The Communist Party of Pales
tine must now begin an exposure of Hamdi 
and of all the right wing elements, as capitula
tors before imperialism and national-reform
ism, as traitors to the essential interests of :the 
overwhelming majority of the Arab popula
tion, i.e., the peasant masses. 

Primarily, they must warn the Arab toiling 
masses against the left phrases which the capi
tulators will still continue to utilise, at the 
same time adopting flexible tactics in relation 
to the left wing of the Hamdi group, drawing 
them into the work, especially of the League 
Against Imperialism, utilising them to the 
maximum extent possible for work among the 
peasantry and Bedouin masses, assisting them 
to create broad, mass anti-imperialist organ
isations and stringently controlling their acti
vities. Only in this way will the Communist 
Party of Palestine be able to control these 
revolutionary forces for strengthening its posi
tions among the Arab masses for the decisive 
struggle against British imperialism, against 
Zionism a£id against the Arab feudal and com
pradore elements. 


