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Editorts Note

Following arc the majority ond minority resclutioens
considercd by the Sccond Vorld Confercncce of the Joewish
Labor Bund, held in N.Y, in October, rcpresenting Bund
organizotions in 18 countrics.

These resoluticns arc published in this Bulletin
at the initiative of Comrade Ed Findlecy. Moroc cxactly,
Comrnde Findlcy submittcd the Minority rcesolution for
such publication, but bcecausc of the shortness of both
docunicnts, we arc including bothe It should bec undeore
stcod that they arc herc considercd only os discussion
crticles vhich may be of interest.
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Comrade Findley!s notc follows:

"Phe following statomont is submitted as o contri-
bution to the proce-convention discussion of the Palcstine
and Jowish aucstions. It is felt that this "Minority
Proposal", originally submittced to the Sccond ‘Jorld Conw-
forence of the Bund and Affilintcd Jewish Socialist Orw
‘ganizations (NY, October 1948) is o lucid formulntion of
important aspccts of the guestions.

As my ovmn views coincide faidy closcly with the gone
oral lincs of this propogsal I feel justificd in submitting
it to thc WP Bullctin for publication,

Ed Findley" 'y
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ON THE JEWISH QUEST ION: RESOLUTTIONS OF THE BUND

The Jews in the World and thce Tasks Ahcod (stntcement adopted by the
‘ ’ Sccond Vorld Conference
of the "BUND")

The Sceecond World Confercence of the BUND reaffirms its approval
of the provious stotements con Jewish problems, viz,, the statement
adopted by the Exdcutive Scssion of the World Coordinating Committec
in June, 1948,

The Confercncoc considers,as before, the following os the basic
principlcs of Bundist activitics:

(2) The Jewish people is and will remain o people cf the world,
with nincetenths of it dwelling outsidc Palcstincg

~ (b) The State of Isracl, becing o rcsult of nn artificial
partition of Palestinc and being established by a bloody struggle
among Jews and Arabs, is not only far from sclving the Jowish prob-
lem all over the world; but also carrics groave dangers for the groat
and important accomplishments of the Jewish communicy in Palesbine,
evaen for its vory physical sxistenceo,
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The Conference therefore rcestates the belicf that now, as
before, the most important tosk ~nd tho mest pressing duty of. the
Bundist orgonization is to corry on the struggle for the national
and social deliverecnce of the Jowish priular messes in the countries
where they dwell; this struggle should be waged together with tho
Socialist md democratic forces cf tho particular countries ond by
concentrating cround the Bundist orgonizations all Jowish-vitalizing
forcos truthfully striving to defend the existeonce and the frec .
developrment cf our people £ll over the vierld, : 3

: - 48 formulated ot the First Veorld Conforcnec of the BUND, the
fight cgrinst fascism, renctionary ond totolitaricn forecs, the
dengor’ of o new war, md for domocracy, Socirlism ~nd intornntional
pe~ccy the fight cgrinst anbi-Scmitism; the fight for the abolishe
ment of the Displnced Person camps nnd for froo inmgration lows
doveid of nnticnal ond simllor discriminatory clases; the struggle
for cccnomic reconstruction ond o decont stondard of living for
Jowish workers; the fight ngeinst assimilation ~nd fop the frece
development , strengthening, and populnrizetion of Yiddish: culture;
tho fight for the ristts of tho Yiddish langucge nnd for its usc in
publlic mdprivate 1lifo; the strugslo for the cstrblishment of
nermcl basic schools with ¥idoish es thelanguage of instruction; the

- fight fo demoerrtic Jowish community courcils ond other Jowish

autonomeus bodies; the fight for sccularity in Jewish lifae, for
8oelal ~id for the viectims of totalitrrian regimos of 2ll fernms, and

‘similar issucs - remain, as before cf vitel importance to the
. 1 ’ s D

masses of the Jowish pcople nnd thoir venguerd, the BUNF., On these
issucs must be concontrated tho offorts of cur comrodes and of our
orgconizaticns all cver the werld,

The very same course of acticn applics to Polestine., Jewish
Socinlists mad demoerats, whersver thoy may be rust not linit
themsclves to a negative attitude townrd the Stato of Isrnol. They
should strivc to romove the dangors created by the Jowish state and
work for peace with the surrcund ing Arch states and for collaborae
tion with the Palestinian Arab population on the basis cf free
national developmernt of both nationalitics, insured by real United
Nations guarcntecs ad by the ostoblishment of o cormon Jewish-Areb
state constructed on the principlcs ¢f democratic federolism,

‘ At the same timo it is importeont for the physical n~nd spiritual
cxistence of our pcople, both in Prlostine and cutside its boundore
1os, thot the Palestinian community do not dotnch itsclf from the-

-remainder. of the Jewish pcople ~nd do nct beear = tribe or o people

of its owne The relationship of the verious prts ¢f our poople all
over the world should e kept up ond strongthoncd as much 2s only
possibles The Yiddish lmguage should be tought in tho Stoto of

- Isracl; thnt longungo should enjoy full rights ond privileges in the

Isracl schools and in publiec lifc,

Thus concentroting nll its cnergics upo6bn the constructive
struggle for satisfying the re~l needs of She Jowish werking moasses,
the BUND shrll continue %o play the vital ond lerding port in Jowish
life which it had played during its glorimus pcost, '
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Minority Proposal

- As a rosult of o thorough debate rcgarding the stote of Jews
in the world, the Sececcnd World Conference of the BUND maintains:

1, The Jows were ~nd shall remain a pecople of the world; the
Jowish problom alweys was, is now, ond will remein a world problem,

and o8 such it con be sclved only in 2 world scalec: it is possible
to remove rodically oll ingustices practiced agrninst the Jows when
and only vhen the world shall be reconstructed on o Socinlist basisj

2., Owing tc the war destruction end centinunl cmigration, the
Polcstinien Jewish cormunity grow both in numbers ond in its rela-
tive importeonce in Jewish life; the 700,000 Jows, whosc noticncl
consciocusncss and whose crganization are strong, now rcprescnt a
mos t important part of the Jewish pcople;

3, The British administrotive authorities did not, unfortunately
remakn neutral throughout the lost pericd of their rule in Polestine
and, in flagrant rcversal of promiscs given, supportcd the Lrob
faction agnins t the Jews with funds, weepons, ond militqry lcaders;
after the liquideoticn of British rule under thc mandate, the Palecse
tinion Jowish community hnd no chcoilce =Jewish-Arch rclotions bcing
in © stote of eomsiderable tonsion. but £o c¢rganizc itsclf into an
indcpcndent stobe unit; under tic circumstoncces only such ocction
oneblcd Lhe Jowish communitcy in Palcscinc to fight off tho attack
of forecign Lrob orwius, which arc led by and scrve the intercsts
ofpro-llazi feudal groups politically dominating the lives .of the
Arabs, '

4, The Jewish mrsses all ovor the world should incessantly be
warned not tof all prey to illusicns that the establishment of the
State of Isracl solves the Jewish problem on a world scale,.

5, The estoblishment of the State c¢f Isracl is but a pallictive
soluticn even os for ~s the Jowish populaticn in Palestine is cone
cerned, The poacc, the scewrity, the cconomic existence, and tho
political future c¢f the Jewish populaticn in Palestine con bc permie-
nently assuired only as o result of o Jowishe-Arab undcrstaonding in
tThe country ~nd of & sSccinlist victery in the worlds the Jewish
populntion in Palestinc sruld strive to arrive at o direct undcre
stonding with the Arab os scon os only possible -~ ond understonding
which should lecd to a futurc voluntary federation or to the ostab-
lishment of o bi.notionnl state; the Jewish commnity in the State
of isvrnel crnnot build its futuwre upon the uncertoin foundotion
of norrove-minded nationnlism nnd chauvinism nct only bececause such 2
course would be antidemecratic, but olso becausc it would be in
direet contradiction tc the practical interests of the Jowish comm-
unity, which is naw and will a2t best remoin o smell islend closely
surrounded by Arab orecs,

6, Rogordlcss of the political stntus ©f the Jews in the State
of Isracl, the clwscst relotions must bo estoblished between the
Israel Jows ond the Jews outside Pelestinc. Yot this roapprochcrment
must -nover occur on the i sis of the grently harmful n~nd wholly
iliusory vicw of thc political Zionists who consider the so=ccllcd
Diaspora mercly as a reservoir of mnpower ond meterial oid for &
futurc cxpansion of thc State of Isrncl both at tho ocxpoensc of the
surrounding Arab countries and in the scnse of the cventual liquide
ation of the Jowish scttlements cutsidc Palestinc;
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7+ A cultural rapprochement between the Jews the world over
and the Jewish commumity in the State of Israel will be effectively
achieved only after the Zionists will destroy the mental barriers
which they have built up over a number of years between Palestinian
Jews and those outside Palestine, The Yiddish langunge, spoken by
great masses of Jews at the present time, should be granted full
rights in the public life of the Palestinian community,

8« 'ie deem it our duty to oppose ‘the "Zionist monopolistic
tendency. to mobilize all and everything for the Stote of Isrcel;
this course must beopposed Ly us as harmful to the existence of the
Jews in the countries where they dwell, Even the Jewigh community
in the State of Israel will feel secure only when world Socialism
will emerge victorious over the forces of capitalsm,

9+ The great majority of the Jews dwell ond will continue to
dwell in the countries of their present domicile, Thus the BUND
should dedicate its forces to the struggle of the Jewish masses for
thelr national and social rights, for the existence of the Jews as
a people, based upon modern Jewish culture and Jewish nutonomous
lifes This was and remins the historic mission of our prrtye.

e






