Unite To Defend Civil

Historically speaking it
period of capitalism, that is

is true that in the early
to say, in the period of free

competition the rising bourgeoisie was the standard-
bearer of Liberty-Equality-Fraternity which crystalised
the then bourgeois humanist values and the concept
of inalienable human rights flowing from them.- But
it is equally true that the historic experience of our

time is that the same very

bourgeoisie as the ruling

and privileged class-in all the bourgeois countries, in
this period of crisis-ridden monopoly capitalism or
moribund capitalism is not only trampling under foot
freedom, liberties and democratic rights of the people
but also is standing as the stumbling block to social
advancement and human progress.

The historic task of
keeping high the banner
of democratic rights,
freedom and liberties also
waging a consistent batile
for their further extension
devolves on the most
advanced. class of the
present-dey  society—the
proletariat and more
specifically on its leader
the real party of the
proletariat rests the most
solemn responsibility of
uniting all those who stand
for democratic values and
rights to defend and guard
this broadest possible unity
of democratic forces, to
educate the masses about
this supreme need of the
‘hour, to lead and handle
the struggle with the
avowed object of advanc-
ing the cause of people’s
emandipation which in
this epoch can find its
logical culmination only
in the establishment of

real socialist society free
from capitalist
exploitation.

Decay of Bourgsois
Parliamentary Cemo.
cratic Institutions,
Velues and Freedoms
in The Moribund Stage
of Capitalism

In the history of social
development, the concept
of Civil liberty and funda-
mental democratic rights of
the people in the society
which substituted the ‘rule
of law’ for rule of an indi-
vidual is associated with
the bourgeois-democratic
revolution which set for
its goal and object, the
establishment of a sovereign
national democratic state
~rbe it achieved through
struggles againstthe
Chutch- and feudal
autocracy as was the case
in Europe or through
national movement against
the-imperialist rule in the
erstwhile colonial countries
like ours.

The bourgeoisie, in this
périod of competitive
capitalism, stocd fof demo-
cratic values, norms and
fundamental democratic
rights and liberties’of the
people. These rightsand
liberties were then
necessary for the growth
anddevelopment of
monopoly capitalism.  To
put it in the language of
Comrade Shibdas Ghosh :

“..... bourgeois  parl-
iamentary political
institutions emerged as a
political superstructure on
the basis of competitive
capitalism. The bourgeoisie
was then more attached to
liberty and  individual
freedom. But in the period
of intensificition of general
crisis of capitalisr, finance
capital and imperialism,
the bourgeoisie is becoming
more and more, less
attached to individual
freedom and liberty, and
increasingly becoming
more attached to

militarism and bureaucracy.
Parliament, even 10 the
bourgeoisie, is fast loosing
its utility. Fascism is
manitesting itself in diverse
forms more markedly than
betore in state structure
and administrative set up
of all capitalist countries —
developed or bickwara’’s
So,bourgeois parlia-
mentary institutions and
demccratic rights of the
people are being viewed
by the bourgeoisie now in
power as of help to the
oppressed classes in so far
as they provide them the
opportunity to organise
and develop the democratic
movements a £ ainstthe
mounting onslaughts of
the crisis ridden bourge-
oisie. Thisis particularly
true since the general
crisis of world capitalism
entered into the third
phase of intense crisis
which iso ver all crisisy

{ Contd. to Page 4)
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Country Recalls The Great Teachings of
Comrade Shibdas Ghosh

[ In our earlier issues, we have given coverage to some of the memorial
meetings held in diff:rent states. In the present issue we cover the news of only one
memorial meeting held at Dhanbad, Bihar—EJ. Proletarian Era.]

Oa 31st Octcber last, a meeting was held here under the auspices
of the Dhanbad District Committee of the SUCK to offer revolutionary homage
to the memory of our beloved leader and teacher and an outstanding
Mirxist thinker of the era, Comrade Shibdas (Goosh. The meeting, which was
attended by workers peasants and all sections of the masses, was presided over by
Comrade Hem Chakraborty, Secretiry, Dhanbad District Committee of the
SUCI. Comrade Nihar Mukerjee, General Secretary of our Party was present as
the main speaker. Comrade Pritish Chandia, a member of the Central Committee
of our party, was also present at the memorial meeting,

In his speech Comrade Nihar Mukherjee cffcred his' revclutionary homage to
tbe memory of the great leader and said - that at a very tender age
Comrade Shibdas Ghoash joined the siruggle for our ccuntry’s emancipation.
Nzith¢r th: téars of his parents, nor tbe idea of a bright, rersonal Career,
could dissuade him trom his great purprse. While in prison during the '42
movement the 1d:a struck him that it was because of the absence of a genuine
revolutionary .party in cthe struggle agiinst British “imperiaiism, that the fruits
of all sazrifices could be usurped by the national bourgeoisie. Hence independence
was. achieved, but not people’s emancipation from- oppression. It was this
realisation that ultimately. inspired him to build up a truly ‘revolutionary party
of the proletariat along with a handful ot ‘revolutieonary compitriots -And as
the product of thbat revolutionary struggle was born the SUCI—the only genuine
revolutionary party of the proletariat on the Indian soil.

The struggle ard search for attaining truth assumed a pivotal position in
his life. He practised uncompromisingly - in his life whatever he realised as
true, on thz basis of science and reasen. Adversities and aobstacles had only one
eff-ct on him—that was to strengtben his deotermination and inten:ify his
struggle for the realisation of his objective.

It was Comrade Siibadas Gaosh, who, for the first time in our country,
upheld that the noble ideology of communism stands on a higher and loftier
cultural and ethical foundition. It was he who taught us that every fighter
engaged in revolutionary struggles, must begin with elevating his ethical and
cultural standard. He must change his object and outlook of life if he is to
become instrumental in_bringing about a revolutiodary transformation of the
society, as Murx said, ““To change the world, the working class must change themselves
first.”” Comrade Saibdas Ghosh has taught us that we can achieve the higher
ethical and cultural standard of the proletariat only when we have
been able to exhaust the most developed ideas and cultural standard of the
past. He furcher said “Politics demands  higher emotianal. faculty.
Much higaer and nobler is demanded in revolutionary politics.”” To him, the only
form of existence worth its name, was existence as' a revolutioniry. And
baving attained the lofty standard of communist character of the present day,

(Contd. t> Pige 8)

The pews of the observance of the 22nd Anniversary of A.1.D.S. O
held in Calcutta on 28th December *76 will be covered in our next
issue. ~—Kd. P. Era.
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WHY S U CI

—The Only Genuine
Communist Party On Our Soil

[ Continu-d from Last Issue da-ed December 15, 1976 ]
Existence of groups is Impossible In a Communist Party

He:nce, those who came out of CPI and engaged themselves
with the avowed cbject of building ‘up a genuine communist
party, accepting the ideology of Marxism, failed to do it and
reduced the party to a loose political platform of certain petty-
bourgeois groups and individuals on the basis of generally accepted
political and economic programme for commcn mass actions.
This bappened because, as 1 have already discussed, they avoided
the long and complex struggle to build up—oneness in approach,
uniformity of thinking, singleness of purpose and concrete concep-
tion of collective leadership, essential to build up a genuine
communist party. Though they claim themselves communists,
the leaders and most of the cadres of this pirty guide tbeir per.
sonal life in typical incividuilistic manner ard outlock and most
of theleaders are the living symbols of ego>-centricism and politis
cal careerism just like the bourgeois lezders. If you enquire,
you wili find that each of the leaders has his own group inside
the party. Solong such groups can compromise and adjust with
on: ano her the Party remiins wunired. When that is no
longer possible, the party splits giving birth to a new party.
B it always the leaders do it on the plea of political differences
only to hide from the rank and file and the people the real
cause,ie. group-squibles and power confl:ict. Whether the leaders
du it consciously or not is not so mu:ch important here. When
the practice of individualism teccmes drminant tkten such group-
mentality. cl'que, ciuerie, squable, power-struggle and all other
vices—the mo-t worst type ot vices of bourgeois ideologies are
bcuad to be at work ins'de the party.

I teel that one more seriousand impcrtant point should also
be discusted in this connecticn. In a muldi-national country like
ours, where nationsli-y-complex is deep rcoted among the people
and which, in my opinion, would persist tor a considerable time,
in spite of de wocratic’ movements, ind vidualism is not the only
factor contributing to the growth of group-mentality. Besides in-
dividualism, nationality mental ccmplex is also playing a very
important role in the formaticn of groups inside the all-India
parties of bourgeois or petty-bourgeois origins. For all these
reasons ideological centralism is a must, the most essential pre-
condition, the cnly guarantee for building up of unity and soli-
darity of the party by giving deteat to individualism and groupism.

A genuine communist party never tolerates any tendency of
groupism inside thbe parry, because groups mean parallels and ex<
istence of parallel trends of thought in it which is the charac-
teristic feature of bourgeois or petty-bourgeois parties. A genuine
communist pirty, never allowssucha thing. Rather, in genuine a
communist party, a conscious and collecrive struggle to free the
leaders and members from the evil irfluence of individualism is
alwiys to be kept living in ord<r to eliminate the postibility of
its growth tn party life.

Even Nimboodrioad could not deny the fict that there were
groups iaside his party, CPLiM). In an attempt to distinguish
the character of groupism between his party and that of
Congress he said thut grupism in the Congress was due to
bickerings for power, in his party, it reflected the contradiction
beiween different trends of thoughts., All the more good!
Mc. Namboodripada wis nd>c aware that how in this attempt
to defend his party, he actually gave admission to such a harsh
reality that exposed the very class character of his party. Though
of course, I am sure that they would not admitit, but hid he a
little knowledge of Muirxism Leninism it would not have been
unknown to him that in a class-divided soctety, different trends
of thinking means different class trends of thinking. True, differ-
ences on issues maiy of coyurse arise, at times, even In a geriuine
communist party. But such a difference is a d.fference or
contradiction of ideas, views and experiences of the individuals
of the party within the frame work of the same methodological
approaca or trend of thinking i.e- process of thinking. But ex-
istence of such differences or concradiction within a communist

party does never mean existence of d ff:rent trends of thinking.
But Nimbojodripad holds that whatever differences they have in
his party refl:ct different trends of thinking. That the question
of different trends of thinking 1s directly related to the question
of class metbodological approach, Mr. Namboodripad is either
ignorant of it or missed it altogether tn his trantic b.d to detend
his party. ,

We must never forget that like a bourgecis or petty-
bourgeois party, a communist party is not a mere
conglomeration of individuals or groups. Lenin compared a
communijst party with ativing organism. A communist party
is not a mechanical whole but an .organic whole like a human
body—a monolithic organism with a centre of nerves or brain,
And tbe brain is the centre, the guiding torce ofa living organism.
Ic is the brain chat guides all the limbs and the sense organs ; whereas
the limbs and the sense-organs, on their part, ir.fluence the functioning
of the'brain through vartous processes by their activities. So the
relation of the sense crgans and the limbs with the brain is dialectical.
So is the organism of a commuaist party. In a real communist
party the relationship between tne leaders and the rank and file,
between the central committee and other party bodies down to the
cell, is just like the relation between the brain and the limbs and
sense organs. Again, the different party bodies from the lowest to
the highesc level are not merely separate conglomeration of some
leaders and workers. In their own spheres of activities. these badies
have their own leaders, the centre of attracticn. Now, as I have
already pointed out that the collective knowledge ot the party that
grows and develops through the process cf co.lective struggle between
the party bodies and the lead.rs and cadres ot the party cin never be
abstract bur concrete : theretore he emerges as the thinker, the leader,
the teacher and the guide iIn whom this collective knowledge of the
party 15 concretised and personified in the best way. He isnot a
leader who 1s chosen through adjustment cr compromise among the
different group leaders. The leader 1n a real communist party
emer ges through the prccess of con:cious and collecuve siruggle to
build up concrete conception of collecuve leadership in the party,
It is to be no:ed toat the pnenomenon of leadership within a communist
party 1s not one of parallel [eaders but a phenomenon ot leader ot the
leaderss During his hfetime, Lenin was the leader of the leaders in
CPSU. He was the thinker, the leader, the teacher and guide ot tae
pariy. Even when Lenin was sick and bed-ridden and Stalin was the
General Secretary of the party, Lenin remained the leader and
teacher of the party. Stalin, too, acknowledsed it from ihe core of
his heart. Maio Tse-Tung is the thinker and the leader of the Chinese
Communist party. Thisis exictly what we call the true form of
coliective leadership or ir other word the concretised expression of
collective leadership. Who isthat leader of leaders in any of these
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8o called communist parties of our country whom the members of the

central committee and other leaders of the party really acknowledge:

as the thinker, teacher and guide of the party ? In reality in these
parties no body is no body's leader—all are leaders! All these leaders
in these parties, have their differences with each other both on
personal and ideological questions. In a situation’ like this, how the
party bodies from the lowest to the highest one i.e. the central
committee can take the form of organism ? So just to meet the
exigency, they somehow carry on inside the same party accepting the
principle of majority-minority. And this they call, the collective
leadership of the party.
A Party of one class cannot be Transformed into the Party
of another class through Reforms and Rectification.

Let me now pick up another observation of one of the leaders
of CPI to show the real class character of these so-called communist
parties. After Joshi and Ranadive when Mr. Ajoy Ghose became the
General Secretary of the party he said that his party from its very
inception upto his coming to leadership failed to reflect the working
class outlook. So according to his own statement, it naturally follows
that working class outlook was so long absent in the very thought
process of the party. No doubt, he deserves thanks for his candid
confession of truth about his party ! But this is just the negative
aspect of the truth. What is the positive aspect of it? Any

communist knows that ina class divided society, thinking means class’

thinking based on definite class interest. Mr. Ajoy Ghose said that
his party from its very inception upto his coming to power, thatis
during this long period of twenty four or twenty five years, it did not
reflect working cliss outlook in its preccess” of thinking, meaning,
therefore, that the ideology or thinking of the party was not working
class ideolofy or working class thinking. But surely, it had not
reflected avy supra-class outlook which, in a class divided society, is
sheer utopia. If this be the case then which class outlook Mr. Ajoy
Ghose's party did reflect during these long years? If it had not
reflected working class outlook then it must have reflected either
bougeois or petty-bourgeois class outlook. Hz had not the courage
and honesty to admit this truth.

Obviously, this party refleccted non-werking class outlock in its
process of thinking and methodology for such along time since its
birth and have formulited its political programmes either with
bourgeois or with petry-bourgeois class outleck and cond.icted mass
struggle accordingly. Despite devotion and sacrifices, how can a
party conducting mass struggle on the basis of political programme
formulated with bourgeois or petty-bourgeois class outlock and
thought process, become a communist party at all? Does it tollow
then that as because a parcy calls itselt communist, clamcurs about
sacrifices and coaduction of many mass struggles can become a
comwunist party when itis actually guided by bourgeois or retty=
bourgeois class outlook and methodology ? It requires hardly any
knowledge of Maixi:m to understard tnat even tke bourgeois and
petty bourgeols soclal democratic pairties some times conduct mass
struggles on popular issues and even at times, militant mass struggles,
if need be. When this is the reality, then what relevance this
confession of mistake, discussion on success or failures of these
struggles has other than strengthening the bourgeois or petty-bougeois
parties? How does the question of transforming such a party into
a genuine communist party by reforms arise at all? But strange
enough, none among the cadres, even the leaders, felt the necessity of
boldly placing this question before the leadership.

Not that the present leaders of CPI \M) or the Naxalite leaders
werenot then, in the party. They wereallof them then, there, in the same
party but none of them raised this question. To them, asif admission
of mistakes was enough. Nobody even cared to find out the nature
of the mistake—was it of tundamental nature or not. They were not
interested even to understand whether this confession of mistakes
proved the revolutionary character or revealed all the more the
petty-bourgeois class character of the party. The leaders remained
content with performing their revolutionary duties simpiy by
confession of mistakes and talking about reforming the party
and all that.

Thoese revolutionaries () do not even care to know these basic
class theory of Mirxism that just as the state of a particular
class cannot be transtormed into the state of another class through
reforms, so also, through reforms, the party of a particular class
can never be transtormed into the party of another «class.
Such an idea is thoroughiy unscientific and unhistoric. The great
genious like Karl Marx when found that the First International
founded by him had degenerated into a petty-bourgeois organisation

he did not think to take the unscientific course of rectifying and
reforming it but dissolved it, himself. Such is also the history of the
Second International. The Second International which Lenin strived
to strengthen with every drop of his blood, hims lf moved the
resolution for its dissolution at the Zimmerwsld Conference when
he found it degenerated into an organisation of the National
Chauvinists. Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebnecht of Germany,
though accepted Lenin’s first proposition defining the Second
International as the organisation of National Chauvinists but
could not agree, at first, to his second proposition, demanding its
dissolution. = They were rather in favour of keeping the Second
International built through long struggles and toils and transforming
it, through reforms, into a genuine working class organisation.
So, Lenin alone came out of the Second Internationl, successfully
led Russian revolutionary struggles to victory and formed the Third
International. Kairl Liebnecht, later through practical experiences,
realised the futility of reforming the Second International, came
out of it and formed a new Spartacas Group in Germany. Drawing
the correct lesson from the history of communist movement, we,
therefore, did not adopt the unscientific course of reforming the
Communist Party of India, a petty-bourgeois party in reality, to
transform it into a working class party.
History of the Communist Party now formally divided
into three is the history of mistakes in formulating
the fundamentzl political line of strategy of revolution

Let us now examine one by one the main political theory of each
of the three factions which they respectively claim to be correct.
As for the old and undivided CPI, we have shcwn in our earlier
writings, many a time, that whenever it formulated its political
line, i.e. the strategy that guides a Party in a given period, it had
always committed mistakes of fundamental nature. Even then, in
order to help understand, I would place before you, without going
into the details, a short outline of those discussions,

History of the Communist Party of India
is the history of continuous mistakes

Perhaps many of you are aware that the Indian Nuational Congress
was not thoroughly and directly the party of the bourgeoisie as it
is to-day during that period of anti-imperialist struggle when the
Communist Party of India was formed. This fact was admitted even
in the document of Comintern. All the political parties of India were
then inside the Congress which was then more or less,” like a common
platform of action in the freedom struggle. At that time, therefore,
there was the bright prospect of shaping out the Congress into a
genuine anti-imperialist people’s front by isclating the national
bourgeois leadership and establishing instead, the hegemonv ot the
working class over it and it wis incumbent upon the revoluticnsry
workirg class party to make continued efforts towards that end.
But tLis sc called Communist Party under the leadership ot Ranadive
group pursued a narrow sectarian policy, branded the whole inceren-
dence struggle under the leadership of the Congress as a struggle of
the reactioniry bourgeoisie and thus isolated itself from the
mainstream of the freedom stugile. They also disrupted tl e united
plattorm cof trade union movement by forming separately the Red
Trade Union. So isolating themselves trom the ird¢pendence
movement, they rather helped the national bourgeoisie in consolidatirg
their hegemony over the entire national movement. So. by such
a political stand and bebaviour they not only isolated communism
from the ‘main current of patriotism' but also created a somewhat
sceptic attitude and apprehension in the minds of majority cf our
patriotic people about Communism. But in 1934, they gave admission
to this mistake and in the name of rectification adopted a diametri-
cally opposite stand. The national . bourgeoisie to them was
reactionary in 1930 and on this plea they isclated themselves from the

freedom movement led by the Congress. This very national bourgeoisie

became, in 1934, not merely progressive but even revolutionary, so
much so that they felt the necessity of forming a ‘Naitional Front'
under the joint leadership of the working class and the bourgeoisie
and thereby introduced in practice, though not formally, Plekhanov's
theory of United Front discarded long before b, Lenin.

M irxism-Leninism teaches us that more the class-struggle sharpens,
more reactionary the bourgeoisie becomes or in other words, with
the passage of time the bourgeoisie as a class becomes more and more
reactionary. But according to the analysis cf this party, the extremely
reactionary bourgeoisie of 1930 became not only progressive but also
revolutionary in 1934. And this is how they corrected their mistake !

(To be Concluded)
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Unite to Defend Civil Liberties and Democratic Rights

(Contd from Page 1)

afrer the second world
war as the relative stability
of world market disapp-
eared completely since
then.
Ficed with the unpre?
cedented crisis, the
bourgeoisie is resorting
more and more to fascist
devices to buy time for its
-survival. Fascism has
appeared as the universal
feature in all the bourgeois
countries both advanced
and relatively backward
ves
Centralisation in the
economy, maximum
concentration of politicil
power in the state, admi-
nistrative rigid firmness,
culcural regimentation,
deliberate destruction of
even the humanist moral
and ethical values and
norms are the character-
istic features of fascism
which are clearly discer=
nible in all the bourgeois
countrtes. These teacnings
and guidance ot Comrade
Shibdas Gnosh, the great
leader of the proletariat
and an outstanding M.rxist
Poailosopher and thinker
ot the age are ot immense
value to the cppressed
class fighting for their
emancipstion in the capi-
talist societies.

From this broad historic
perspective, it is not at all
difficulc to understarnd as

" to the very intent and
purpose of the bourgeoisie
in power, if in a bourgeois
country, faced with
unprecedented crisis and
mounting people’s
discontent, it makesa
definite attempt: to bring
about a complete
pegation of fundamental
democratic  rights and
liberties of the people with
the clear object of further
concentration ot political-
admnistretive powers in
the har d- ot a small coterte
of bureaucrats aud the
politicians, then, no
matter what is the pretext
cffcred by the bourgeoisie
in power, all true lovers
of demccracy and patriotic
forces who tcught for the
establishment ot a demo-
cratic rule in the country
cannot but thudder at the
prospect of seeing the
country reeling  under
fascist rule when basic
democratic rights and

.se e

values in the absence of
which a polity ceases to be

a civilised one, will be
a thing of the past.
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[ ) ave >ee
E3 2 e [ )

And when such is the
situation in any bourgeois
country , the prime task
before all those who really
mean and genuinely stand
for democratic norms and
values, is to unite on the
common ground and- with
the singularity of purpcse
of restoration and further
extension of the democra-
tic rights and liberties, the
fascicts are out to negate,
All the patriotic and demo-
cratic forces should, under
the circumstances, come
forward to forge a broadest
possible unity whereby the
fascist march can definitely
be stalled. But in order
to make this broadest pssi-
ble unity a purposive ore,
clarity must be there asto
who are the forces from
whom the danger of
fascism is emanating. For
the battle for restration
of civil liberties and demo-
cratic rights and for their
further exrension, in the
given situation, is bound
to be one of giving -deteat
to fascism. But fascism is
much more dangerous than
naked military rule be-
cause of its deceittul
character and that is why
it is all the more important
to have a clear-sighted
view of fascism to all those
who jiin the battle for
restoration and further
ex:ension of d e m o cratic
rights and civil liberues.
And without  knowing
one’s enemy one cannot
fight it. In order 10 give
defeat to tacism theretore,
we are to take help and
guidance from the invalu-
able teachings of Ccmrade
Shibdas Ghosh our great
departted leader and teacher
andan outstanding
Marx st Pbilosopher and
thinker of the era.

The Menace of Fascism

Oane of the most out-
standing contributions to
world proletarian move-
ment made by Comrade
Shibdas Ghosh, our great
departed lcader and teacher

isto l:y bare fascism in
all its aspects by a
thorough integrated and
in-dep:h study, showing
the roots of fascism in
economic, political,
culrural, ethical and
philosophical fields, with-
out a thorough grasp of
which, it is
impossible to steer clear
people’s movement of both

kinds of deviation—revision-

ism-opportunism ard left
sectariaiim. What is of
utmost importance and
relevance here, is to
remember and grasp his
great  teaching that :
“Fascism always and
everywhere adopts a dual
policy ot suppression and
putsuasion. In the begi-
nning, ia its attempt to
entreach in the national
lite firmly....its aim is not
s0 much to ruthlessly
suppress the mass force
as to win it over to its
side as volunteers,’ willing
to carry out ta:cist plans
and for
nacional Teconstruction.
Wihout a co-operaung
mass force at its back,
tasctsm can hardly hold 1ts
sway. Fuscism, theretore,
adopts  sucldl-democratic
plans, programmes, grants,
minor economic ¢ JLCessICNs
to the people, tries to
control aparcoy in capita-
list economy and insecurity
in life flowing there-trom
like unempl.yment etc.
and in 1ts diive o save the
agpregate interests of the
capitalist class, it even
imposes restriction on
inaivisual capitalists and
their ireedom ot anarchi.
cal producuon. ln short,
a tascist state takes the
poslction ota socalled
Ltourgeols weltare stace.”

programmes

It is also the invaluable
guidance of Comrade
Sticdas  Ghosh  chat
tasci>m strives to achleve

as

national unity under cover
Ot pseudo-progressive
slogans in taveur of cthe
bourgeoisie against the
revolutionary proletariat
and in facc 1s nothing but
a couater - revolutionary
upsurge, it cannot be

accompli:hed by the con-

servative section of the
bourgeoisie. It can only
be accomplished by the

sc-called radi:zal section of

well-neigh -

‘somewhere it

the bourgeoisie who be-
cause of their link in the
past with social demccratic
movement or even with
communistschooling,
pressed by the overall
crisis, bas shrewdly under-
stood that it is no longer
possible to preserve the
capitalist exploitative
system with traditional
method and democratic
apparatus relying entirely
on the coercive instruments
against the surging tide
of people’s discontent and
urge for change. So, the
natural bent of mind of
this so - called radical
section of the bourgeoisie
is “to strive for repatter-
ning bourgeois democratic
system and cthe administra-
tive set up in such a way

as to get it look like
something radical in order
to core up with the
" situition.” Comrade
Ghosh's ansther  very
important teaching that
¢an be recalled :n this

" connection and which gets

vindicated again and again
by 1ecent experiences is
that: *‘Fascism may take
the deceptive lo:k by
keeping alive parliament
and allowing other bour-
geois and petty-bourgeois

~ parties to give the appea-

rance ¢cf bourgeois
democracy.”" That is to
say, there is no uniform
pattern for fascist rule—
may be
through a military junta
and somewhere it may be
even through two party
system.

D.ffecrent Marxist
circles and the intellectuals
baving identifi-d fascism
with the experiences of
Germany or Italy show
their utter contfusion when
they raise slirm against
one-party rule in any
bourgeois ciuntry, never
csring for a moment to
ponder that tor fascist
rule, even the two-party
form cannot be an obstacle
rather it 1s of great
advantage to the fascists
in so far as it provides an
opportunity to confuse the
political circles and the
masses within the country

and the world opinion
outside.. This great
teaching of Comrade
Shibdas Ghosh is of
immense importance in

the present time for all

those who want to stand
against fascism.

When, therefore, in a
capitalist country, the so-
cilled radical section of
the bourgeoisie under

cover of pseudo-progressive
slogans and invoking
people’s welfare so pattern
the constitution and the
adminis'rative  structure
that the bourgeois demo-
cratic rights, liberties and
freedoms, so long guarans
teed at least in writing
by the constitution, become
totally non-existent, when
the workers, peasants and
other toiling sections of
the pecple are divested of
their right even to move
the court to seek redress
of ‘heir grievances against
their exploiters let alone
the rightto organise
legitimate democratic
movements, when the
nationalist political parties
in the opposition 1 bour-
geois parliamentary
politics are to live on the
grace ot the ruling.
bourgeois par'y, a situation
definitely arises for all
these parties and oppressed
masses to find amongst
them a common ground to
stand united for a common
purpose of restoration of
democratic rights and
liberties against the main
enemy which is in power
and poses the fascist
danger.

In a concrete situation
like this, the proletariat
and its party being the
most consistent force for
advancing the cause of
emancipation of the masses
from all sorts of exploita-
tion of man by man, must
take the positive and active
role in organising broadest
section of the people for
practical m a s s initiative,
This involves very mainy
complexities fl .wing from
various limitations, ins-a-
bility and wvaciliations of
the heterogenous * forces
joining in this broadest
combination of ¢ )mmon
struggle. But the prole-
tariatand its party being
well aware of the fact that
the battle for preservation
and extension of liberties
and democratic rights,
which h.ve been the first
casualty of fascist offen-
sives, has taken the pivotal
role in as much as even the

(Contd. to Page 5)
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possibility of organising
and developing the partial
and general struggles of
the oppressed masses against
t h e bourgeois cff:nsives
hinge wholly on the success
or headway of the former.
The battle for liberty and
democratic rights has
therefcre, assumed para-
mount importance and has
got the very political
character of saving the
country from going under
fascist rule which the
bourgeoisie is out to foist
on the masses. The gravity
of the danger and the
dimension of the problem
demand broadest combina-
tion of forces and require
of the true revolutionaries,
judicious application of all
the contradictions and
conflicts within the enemy
 camp, to propar use. For,
they cannot for a moment
forget the very important
guidance imparted to them
by Lenin, the great teacher
of the prolétariat when he

taught :

“The diffrences that
exist between the Churchills
( leader of the Conserva-
tive Party in Great Beitain
—Writer ) and the L loyd
Georges (leader ¢f the
Liberal Party in Great
Britain—Writer) with the
insignifcant national
distinctions, these political
types exist in all the
countries, on the one hand,
and between the Hender9
sons { S o cial-chauvinist
Labour Party leader of
Great Britain) and the
Lloyd Georges on the other
quite mnor and unimpor-
tant from the stand point
of pure ( that is abstract)
communism, i.e. commus
pism that has not yet
matured to the stage of
prac ical mass, political
action. Bat from the stand
point of this practical
acrion by the masses these
differences-are very, very
important. To take

account of these d ff:rences,
to determine the moment
when the inevitable con-
flicts between these ‘friends’
which weiken and enfecble
all the ‘friends’ taken
together will have
completely matured,that is
the w h ol e concern, the
whcle task of the Commu-
nist who. wants to be not
merely a class-conscious
and convinced propagandist
of ideas, but prac.ical

Unite to Defend Civil Liberties and
Democratic Rights

leader of the masses in the
revolutfon.”

= ( Lenin—"Left-wing
Communism” An Infantile
Disorder )

The revolutionaries must
note, therefore, that in
such a situation even the
bourgeois parties represen-
ting the conservative
section of the bourgeoisie,
who stand for individual
monopoly rights, who are
for retention of bourgeois
Parliamentary institutions
and rights—even these
parties, usually designated
as rightist parties also feel
the necessity of fighting
for restoration of demo-
cratic rights and freedoms
in absence of which their
fate is sealed in the parlia-
mentiry politics - wherein”
they pin their all faith.

Now the moot question
is what should be the
approach and attitude of a
real revolutionary party
of the proletariit in such a
concrete situation. Should
it stand in isclation as idle
sight-seer to keep its so-
called ‘purity’ ? Should it
wait for the good days to
come, knowing well, how-
ever, that good days do not
fall from heaven but are to
bewon? Should itbe
guided by pragmatic consi®
deration by entering into
unprincipled alliahce, covert
or overt with the main
eriemy who poses fascist
threat or this force or that
force ?

In order to have a clear
understanding about this
all important question we
are to recall the great
teachinegs a nd invaluable
guidance left to us by our
great depirted leader and
teacher Comrade Shibdas
Ghosh. Comrade Ghosh
has imparted to us
the scientific understanding
about the dialectical law of
development of society
wherefrom we know that
the barttle for 1he eman-
cipition of the oppres:ed
people can be led to its
destined goal only after
exhausting the phase of
democratic struggle in the
bourgeois society. Till
that time, the oppressed
people under the
leadership of the real
revolutionary party must
fight to defend and try to

extend the democratic
rights, freedoms -and liber-
ties that were once won
through struggles.  And it
will be an unpardonable
offence to let down, under
whatever pretext, this
fight for preservation and
extension of democratic
rights and liberties, for all

those who swear by
Marxism-Leninism.
Comrade Gnosh has

also taught us that in this
solemn task of defending
and extending democratic
rights, the revolutionary
party is guided ncither by
any pragmatic . considera-
tion nor by any sense of
untouchability but it must
actin response to and in
recognition of the objective
social necessity and the
supreme need of the hour.
It is, therefore, the bounden
duty for the revolutionary

party to study deeply
which among so many
contradictions obtaining
in a society at a given

moment is the major
contradiction, how best to
handle tbat contradiction
taking every adventage of
contradiction within the
contradiction between the
main enemy and the others
having the sole objective
of advancing the cause of
the proletariat.

So, even in the darkest
hour the revolutionaries
do not and cannot lose
heart, cannot remain idle
suffering from puritanism.
For, they know that on
them lies the historic res-
ponsibility and solemn task
of leading the struggle of

the oppressed people
amidst twists and turns.
The revolutionaries are

also aware that the show
ot might that the bourgeo-
isi¢ in power is exhibiting
is to hide its inherenc wesk-
ness. And when the people
are united on ¢ rrect base
politicil line and is led by a
real revolutionaty party,
they cin sweep clean the
obstacles the bourgeoisie
are labouriocusly construct-
ing to blcck their onward
march. But the revolu-
tionaries are also aware of
the complexities in their
struggle and would call
upon the people to be pro-
perly appraised of these
complexities. The

revolutionaries are well
awareof the declared

appeared as the main
enemy of the entire Chinese
people. Comrade Stalin
followed the same tactical
approach with success in
dealing either with the
western imperialist powers

stand and political objective or Hitler's Germany when-

of the opposition boutgeois
parties. These parties want
to play their role within the
bounds of bourgeois parlia-
mentary politics and stand
for preservation of the
present productive systém.
They donot hide their
faith that it is through the
bourgeois parliamentary
institutions and the present
productive system that
people's welfare can be
meted oute  But none3
theless it is a fact that
these parties do not pose
immediate danger when the
so-called radical section of
the bourgeoisie in power
taking recourse to fascist

‘path is definitely try ing

for a total - extinction of
bourgeocisdemocratic
rights. Rather, these
rightist parties have a role
and they actually play the
role against the main
enemy and the immediate
threat it poses. And in the
given situation, the prole-
tariat and other ‘sections
of the toiling people being
the most consistent and
steadfast force, at least
find a meeting ground with
these forces in so far as
and to the extent they are
ready to fight the enemy
number one, for restora-
tion and further extension
of democratic rights.

The revolutionaries are
not guided by any sense of
untouchabilityor
inhibition. For, examples
of correct application
of tactical approach are
not wanting in hstory.
Who can forget the
brilliant applicaticn of
this tactical approach by
the Chinese Comrades
when they handled the
contradiction between
Japanese imperialism and
Chiang's forces even
though they had already
beeri engaged in a Iife and
death struggle with Chiang
and his forces? Even
though without overthr-
owing Chiang
forces the Chinese revo-

and his-

ever either of the two
appeared as the major
contradiction or the main
enemy. Such examples
can be multiplied.

So, the revolutionaries
know that in a given
situation there may be
more than one enemy but
amongst them oneis the
principal enemy in the
concrete context of a poli-
tical situation. As all the
enemies cannot be fought
at a time and as the
principal enemy poses the
immediate and main
danger, it has always been
thé sound tactics to sort
out the principal enemy
and the major contradic-
tion and to unite all those
who can be united against
this main enemy, applying
the contradiction between
the enemies to proper use.
Not to follow this sound
tacticsis to be a victim of
left sectarianism by
allowing resetves and
elbow-room to manoeuvre
by the main enemy.

Taking into proper
account of all the com-
plexities that the battle
against fascism unfolds
and guided by the invalu-
able teachings and guidance
of the great teachers of
the proletariat and the
very good examples of
successful handling of the
contradictions amidst very
many complexities in the
battle by the revolutionary
compatriots of the other
parts of the glcbe, the
revolutionary party would
call upon the reopie to
grasp “firmly the main
content of the struggle
of the given moment and
do their utmost 10 stren-
gthen it. For, it is on
their taking the very
active and courageous ini-
tiative that the baule
agiinst fascism depends
very much for having a
widest possible base and
desired momentum without
which it cannot succeed.

lution could notsucceed, the 1he people will have,

CPC leadership rightly
placed this enemy to
secondary position, judged
in the concrete background
of Jap invasion which

theretore, to be wide awake
to any sectarian move to
restrict this struggle within
narrow bounds. But if

(Contd. to page 8)
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THE TWO CAN NEVER MEET

The country is said to have been passing through

a spell of discipline.

Discipline

in all spheres—the

workers have no claim over bonus, so long accep-

ted as their deferred wage,

. the index numbers are falling although people
have a different experience about the trend in the
market, the wage-earners, more particularly in the

Jute, Textile, Steel,

Automobile,

Wagon-Building

and other Engineering industries are losing their jobs

because of closure, fock-out and lay-offs.

And this

is going on despite very many fiscal and other
concessions that the industrialists are having from

the government.

in order to have the whole truth,

let us, arrange the facts from what are coming out
in the press even in the changed context.

The Reset ve Bank
Bulletine of July 1976
reports about increase in
profitability of 387 Top
size companies. The report
says that in 1974.75, the
387 companies in the top
three paid up capital
ranges recorded an incre-
ase of 27.2%in sales, 30%
in value, and 43.3% in pre-
tax profitsas against
26.5%, 28.9% and 36.8%
respectively in the last
year. In concrete terms,
the pre-tax profits of these
companies roseat Rs. 1069
crores from Rs. 785 crores
in the previous year. The
report. further says that
the number of companies
reporting operating profits

before tax, rose from 1301 to

1323 crores. The repcrt notes
that inventory accumula®

tion has been at a higher

rate in as much as 35.8%

in the higher and 19.2%

in the lower. According

to the report, companies

in all the groups excepting

two.relied mare on external

sources or funds for finan-

cing their assets formation.
—Tbe Economic Times,
October 13.

The E:onomic Times
reports on 15.h thus:

A Reoview of the res-
porse to various govern-
ment steps and their
impact on investment
climate in private sector
shows approval of capital
issues to non-government
companies by the Contro-
ller of capital issued in
1975.76, amounts to 293.54
crores as against
Rs. 108.90 crores i.e. a rise
of Rs 95 crores. But the
paid-up capital of these
companies rose to
Rs. 16060 crores from
Rs. 162.62 crores ie. an
increase of Rs.7 crores
only.

Fresh capital raised
from the market amounted
to Rs.21 crores only in

July-September quarter,
lower than in the earlier
quarter. But even for

this meagre amount, but
for the issue of debentures
by IC.ILC.I. the -capital
issues during the period
would have been in a
heavy crash down.

The liberalisation of
the dividend rules and
regulations has improved
the quarterly bonus issues.
However, bonus issues do

not add up to fresh
investment, as what is
involved is only a book

transfer within broad
framework of corporate
equity.

The interesting point
to be noted is that govern-
ment review hopes that
this uptrend in invests
ment climate will be
maintained. It has after
that given a long list of
the financial assistances
given by the different
government financial
institutions.

The Industrial Finance
Corporation of India
contributed Rs.5256 in
1975.76 as against Rs.29.24
crores, last year. The
Industrial Credit and
Investment Centre of India
sanctioned Rs 7855 crores
as against Rs 62.86 crores,
last year. Another
government agency, IDBI
sanctioned Rs.261.01 crores
in 197576 as against
Rs 223 83 crores last year.
... despite benefit ...
the capitalist class, there
has not been any appre-
ciable improvement in
investment of capital

the industrialist mono.
polists have tremendously
benefitted at the expense

of the toiling people

Business Standard reports
that speaking atthe
Andhra Chambers of
Commerce, Mr. Brahama.
nanda Reddy pointed out
that if the nation had
some benefit out of the
Emergency, industry and
trade have certainly bene-
fitted—"‘to such an extent
that there has been
criticism that they were
having their way regarding
labour.”

Now, we have seen
from the data supplied by
the government that
despite bounties of
government assistances to
the industry, it is still
languishing and there is
hardly any steady urge for
fresh capital investment
in the market. A rece-
ssionary trend is distinctly
discernible. =~ Writing on
the Steel industry,
Mr. K. Choudhury, in the
Economic and Political
Weekly in its issue of
Oc:tober 9, 1976, shows the
alarming proportion of the
problems that besets this
vital sector of the industry.
Let us see what are they.

“The Still Industry is
in complete disarray.
Over Rs.400 crores are
blocked in unsold stocks
and the Steel Authority of
India (S, ALL) is trying
to find a solution to the
problem thrcugh exports
at a heavy loss.

Wide publicity has
been given to the claim
that India has emerged
as an exporter of steel,
creating the impression
that the country has be-
come self-reliant in steel.
That does not fit in with
the reality. The conti-
nuing recession in industry
and presistent low levels
of investment have depre-
ssed the domestic demand
for steel. The government
withdrew distribution
controls on all varieties
of steel, except plates and
forging with effect from
May 1975. But even this
did not help boost demand.
This is why we have - be-
comeeXPOTters- even
though our production of
steel is abysmal compared
with that of the advanced
countries. The cost of
production of Indian steel

ranges from Rs.1500 to
Rs.1800 a tonne. Against
this, Indian steel has been
recently exported at $ 150,
i.e. Rs.1,264, a tonne. SAIL
has secured order to West
Asia at $ 170 i e. Rs.1356, a
tonne which ‘is still below
the cost of production.
The subsidy on export of
steel in 1976-77 has been
estimated at Rs.80 crores.
While Indian  steel is
being exported to other
countries at throw away
prices, its price in the
internal market has been
increased thrice during
the last two years."

Summarising the posi-
tionof engineering
industry, the report on
Currency and Finance for
1974-75 published by the
Reserve Bank of India
states :

“The increase permi-
tted by the government in
the price of the finished steel
in August and again in
September 1974 as well as
thegeneral declinein
investment outlays by the
government had, however,
contributed to the decline
in output of heavy
mechanical engineering
units. Thedemand for
steel is depressed because
of recession and the rise of

prices.”

The writer continues :
Production of steel in 1975-
76 has been estimated at
5.7 metric tonnes. A
sizable portion of it is
lying unsold in the stock
yards of the steel plants.
B:sides, there are also
unused steel ingots lying at
Durgapur and Rourkela
steel plants. The value of
unsold and unused pig iron
at different stock yardsin
the country may be
anywhere between Rs. 50
croresand Rs. 110 crores. The
capital blocked in accum-
ulation of unsold steel as
on March 31, 1976 has
been estimated at about
Rs. 400 crores. Some of the
major engineering units
including Hindusthan
Motors, Telco and Texmaco
are understood to have
drastically reduced their
order for steel. Metal
Box has informed SAIL
that its maximum quarterly
requirement of steel may
be only one-third of the
quantity procured last year.

“The Wagon-building
industry is one of the
biggest consumers of steel,
but production in this
industry has now reached
the lowest ebb. The
Metropolitan  Transport
Project, the proposed
underground railway for
Calcutta was expected to
procure 150,000 tonnes,
whereas it has actually
procured only 15000
tonnes.

“The procurement of
steel for the Second
Hooghly Bridge in Calcutta
should have been 50,000
to 60,000 tonnes, but till
now no indent has been
placed. The Bhatinda
Project in Punjab, which
would require about 50,000
tonnes of steel has virtually

come to a stop. The
Calcutta Metropolitan
Development  Authority

hasalso drastically
curtailed its steel requir-
ement. These are few
examples.

“The mini steel plants
in the country numbering
242 will not be able to
utili:e more than 509% of
their capaci'y on average.
The skelp mill of
Durgapur Steel plant has
been severely affected due
to stoppage of orders........

“Tne mess in Steel
Industry, arising out of
large accumulation of
unsold stocks and trem=
endousdrain through
subsidised export, would
soon have its impact on
the steel industry and on
the country. The gov-
ernment and the SAIL
authorities maybe
compelled to take measures
which will inevitably hit
steel workers, their
earnings and employment.
In TISCO about 1000
workers were retrenched
sometime back. This may
be an indication of what is
more to come in steel
industry’’.

So, this is a graphic
picture of a vital sector of
industry. But the position
will ke more clear if we
have a look in the alarming
increase in closure, lcck-
out and lay-cff figures
that even put the
government in a not-to-a-
happy position. In the
recent State Labour

(Contd. to Page 7)
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‘Ministers' Conference held
in New Dethi, the Union
Lebour  Secretary, Dr.
A. N. Agha hais presented
a disquieting picture about
the increasing nunbar of
closures ard lock-outs in
industrial establishments.
It was stated that there
had been no major strike
anywhere in Central or
State spheres. On the
other hand there had been
increasing number of
retrenchments particularly
in private sector in the
State sphere.

While the percentage of
man-days lost due to strike
was reduced to 35% in the
latter haif of 1975 from
86% in the first half,
figures were in the reverse
in the cise of lock-outs
increasing from 14% to
65% in the same pertod.
The trend is continuing in
the current year. While

the percentage of man-days
lost owing to strike reduced
steeply and continuously
from 43% in Junuary 1976
to a bare minimum ot 4%,
in July 1976, the percen-
tage f mau-days lost due to
lock-outs rose from 57% to
96% 1n July '76. The
number of workers laid off
during June '76 were 6.96
lakhs and those recrenched
were 023 lakhs and those
affected by closures were
105 lakhs. Tnere were
reports that with a view
to avoiding the provisions
of the amended Industrial
Dispute Acts according to
which prior permission
of the government is
required bztore lay-off and
closure to anc/or retren<
chments of workers, the
employers were taking
recourse to large scale lock-
outs, “‘though it . would
appear, those were cases
ot closures’.
—R¢port in the Economic
Times.

So in Jute industry alone
more than 69 000 workers
bave lost their jobs due to
closure of mills, reduction
in working hours by tour
‘hoursa week, besides
restriction on eleciricity
impoel by the state
government earlier. Asa
re:ulc produccion has gone
down by 85 to 87 thousand
tonnes a month trom an
average production ot 105
to 110 thousand wonnes a
month. Productive
capacity, considerably has

THE TWO CAN NEVER MEET

gone down also. And this
is to be judged in view of
continuously increasing
unemplcyment in the
country. A recent study
of the Reserve Bank of
India shows extremely slow
pace of employment
creation in the organised
sector which includes
plantation, mines, factories,
trading, administration etc.
carried along modern lines.

While the labour forces
in these areas expanded
from 12.1 milion in 1961-
62 to 16.2 millions in 1965
or by 6% per annum, in
next 7 years, it Icse to
only 188 million in 1973
or by 2.2% per annum.,

The growth in the
first five years was 4.1
million as against 2.6 million
in the next 7 years. Urban
unemployment has been
growing at an alarming
rate in recent years. The
number according to
Employment Exchange data
stood at 3.00 millions at
the end ot 1968, rose to
4.1 millicn in 1970, 84
million in 1974 and 93
millions in November 1975.
Mr. S. K. Rio estimartes

~ that in 1960 nearly 23% ot

the potential labour torce
in rural India remained
inactive for want of jobs.
Mr. A. K. Sen put the
number of unemployeds
according to production
approach at over 42
millions; full-time jobs
could bz created to this
extent within or outside
villages without affecting
the volume of agricultural
production. The position
has turther worsened since
then... ..

—Frontier, October '30.

Tois is one aspect of
the p.cture. Let us see the
other side ot the shteld.
Commenting and analysing
on the rich profiis earned
by the monopolists and
business cuommunlty, on

which the Reserve Bank of

Iadia has made a study,
Bit.z has the following
to say

“Dividends declared by
public limited companies
soared dramatically in
1975-76 to Rs. 12, 3895
lakhs compared with Rs.
9,326.8 lakhs in 1974-75, an
increaseof Rs.3,062.7
lakbs. When all sections
ot the community tightened

their belts during emer-
gency the afflient corporate
sector gleaned more and
more profitse The
ECONOMIC TIMES
study of 394 public limited
companies in the private
sector shows the affluent
always make hay, be it
rain or sunshine......

Fcr every rupee that is
distributed as dividend, at
least another rupee or two
is slashed away as reserves.
Afterdistributinga
mammoth Rs. 12,380.5
lakhs as dividends, a like
amount must have. been

The study shows that as
many as 211 companies in
1975-76 raised their divid-
ends, while 98 maintained
them which means 80% of
the corporate sector units
did not feel the need to
reducing the dividends
during 1975-76 when
workers lost a portion or
the whcle of their bonus
or additicnal D. A. and
wage increases were
impounded as deposits
with the government.

A vprincely fortune of
Rs. 100 crores; is likely to
fl>w as tax-free bonus share
to the pampered elites of
India during 1976.

The Economic Times
which has made the above
estimate after the goverm~
ment’s removal of curbs on
bonus shares, has shown
that the reserves of
companies 4§ bulgin g.
When profits increase and
dividends flow freely, a
portion is taken away as
reserves and released as
tax-free gift shares at a
future date.

Qut of 201 giant
companies in the private
corporate sector as many
as 65 nad reserves greater
than their equicy capital.

The bonarzi of bonus
share has been increasing
all through the Scvenues
when com panies made more
and more profiis. Bonus
issues
averaged Rs. 36 crores.
In 1973, there was a big
jump to Rs. 51 crores and
to Rs. 70 crores in 1974,
During 1975 the Economic
Times estimated that bonus
issues exceeded Rs. 70
crores and will hit Rs. 100
crores in 1976.

—Blitz October 9, '76.

during 1970-72

Now what about the
various reforms in the
rural sector that are being
so much talked about in
the country ? Let us see
some of the'facts that are
coming out from the pages
of newspapers.

In West Bengal, a
Legislative Sub-Committee
after enquiry admitted
that out of thirty lakhs of
Bargadars in the state,
approximately only six
lakhs could record their
rights in revisional settle-
ments that have been going
on for years in the state.
Reviewing the overall
performance even after the
Emergency, from the
admissions or confessions
of the variousstate govern-
ments, the Economic Times
wrote editorially on 1l4:h
October, thus :

“Implementing of ceiling
laws, the cornerstone of
the package programme of
land reforms, continues to
be hampered by the lack
of up to-date records of
rights in most states. This
situation necessitates
dependence on returns
submitted by.the landlords
themselves. It leaves open
full scope for concealment
not enly of vast portions of
land but also of the exists
ence of tenants or share
croppers. At thesametime,
opportunities are provided
for court injuctions. In
Andhra Pradesh, for ins-
tance, a meeting of the
State level review
committee revealed, late
as the middle of last month
that out of 357,000 acres
officially declared surplus
317,000acres arestll under
licigation. An cfficial
review of the progress of
bringing land records
up-to-date Indicates ver y
little changes In the erst-
while permanently setded
areas, such as West Bengal,
Orissa and AssaM..ere.

“In the ryotwary ateas
where there were already
provisions for updating of
records regularly, some
progress has been made.
A common aspect of both
types of land ownership
areas, however, is lack of
adequate success in record-
ing the rights ot tenants or
share-croppers. According

to the official survey,
Andhra Pradesh will take
two years to complete the
work and West Bengal five
years. Arevision of records
of rights has been comple-
ted in only two out of
thirteen districts in Orissa,
four of thirty one of
Bibar...Reports of record-
ing tenants and sub tenants
are said to have been
completed in Gujrat, Tamil
Nadu and A ssam. But
although in Tamil Nadu
share cropping is fairly
prevalent, reports cover
only five percent of the
total cultivated areas.”

Now even if the said
land forms which hinge only
on distribution of surplus
lands, according to new
revised ceilings, are done,
what will be their impact
on the land-holding
structure ?

About the land reforms
the following data, quoted
by a writer in the
MAINSTREAM (14
Annuai Number) will make
the picture clear.

“...]land that has so far
been distributed by acquir=
ing through imposition of
ceilings the old and revised,
amount so far 1275000
acres and 850,000 respec-
tively, together totalling to
2,125,000 acres. The total
come to less than 0.5% of
total operational area in
the country. Compared to
that, theamountdistributed
from the land vested from
the holders of the inter-
mediary interests in land
would be a little more
significant which was
roughly 15 million acres of
waste land.

According to the Alls
India Report of Agricul«
tural Census, 1970 71, 50%
of the holdings were bclow
one hectare which accoun-
ted for only 90% of the
area and on the other
pole holding above 10
hectares accounting fcr 4%
cf che total, had under
them 30% of the oreca-
tional areas......

...That the new revised
ceilings with its contriba-
tion of 85 lakhs acres of
land to the landless or
marginal farmers will
bardly improve the situa-
tion 1s quite obvious."

We have, here placed
all the data supplied by the

{(Contd. to Page &)
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The Two Can Never Meet CIVIL LIBERTIES AND DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

(Contd. from Page 7)

government and published
in the newspapers and
journals. They show that
despite Govetnment's
claims, the basic malady of
the capitalist productive
system has not changed a
bit. So from all these facts,
it is quiter obvious that
there cannot be
anything in a class
divided society like ours
which can be goodfor all
the classes. The very
motive force of production
ina capitalist society is to
earn maximum profit by
exploiting theworking
people whereas the
working people's struggle
is to free themselves from
all sorts of exploitation of
man by man. And so long
this capitalist preductive
system with capitalist®
worker relation of
production remain in tact,
no amount of pious wishes
and exhortations or
sermons of the leaders can
alter this basic reality.
Another important
lesson is to be derived
from the present experi-
ence. €Comrade Shibdas
Ghosh, our beloved leader,
and teacher and an out-
standirg Mairxist thinker
and Philosopher of the
era has again and again
drawn our attention to
this truth that is now
obvious in the context of
the experiences once more.
The truth is that, capital-
ism of the present era is
moribund and - is now
passing through its third
phase of intense crisis
which is overall crisis.
Since the last world war,
the world capitalist market
has lost the relative stabi+
lity of market that once it
enjoyed despite  crisis
suffered intermittently.
Because of  this Dbasic
reason, not to speak of the
relatively less developed
... country like India even
the most advanced capi-
talist countries are in the
midst of a severe crisis.
In such a situation the
capitalist countries,
irrespective of wh‘ethe.r
developed or relatively
under-developed, all are
taking recourse to fascist

stave off the
severe crisise This is the
important  teaching of
Comrade Shibdas Ghosh.

Faced with severe
crisis, the bourgeoisie is
fevealing its utter failure
to solve the basic causes
of the crisis within their
own system of capitalism.
Taking leaf from  the
experiments already done
in the West European
countries, the bourgeois
politicians are introducing
iron rules and regimenta-
tionto lace the surging tide
of the oppressed people's
struggles. These iron rules
and regimentations are
finding expressions in more
and more curbing of
democratic rights -in the
bourgeois sense of the
term,further concentration
of powers—administrative,
political, economic all at a
time under cover of social-
democraticphrase-monger-
ings. The bour geois
politicians are thinking
thatby this they can create
a situation where the capi-
talist class willbe absolutely
freefromeven the minimum
resistance that the working
people can offer in the
present set up- And the
capitalists will by this be
encouraged to invest more
and there will be more
employment opportunities
opened up and the pro-
blems can be eased.
Experience is the best
teacher, it is said. What is
the bare experience,today ?
Does investment increase
despite bounties of fiscal
concessions and the very
congenial climate that the
capitalists are at present
enjoying ?

The basic truth about
capitalist productive
system cannot be wished
away, rather it is asserting
itself from the reverse
sidee The capitalist
market is severely under
recessionary strain.
There is inventory accum-
ulation, glut of commo-
dities for want of buyers.
No amount of wishful
thinking can salvage.

The interests of the
oppressed. toiling people

devices to

“cannot, therefore, coincide

with those of their

{Contd. from Page 5)

anybody thinks that striv-
ing to give this combina=
tion broadest possible mass
base is something synony-
mous with the apolitical
character of this very
combination, he will surely
be wrong. The Combina-
tion of this broadest
possible forces has got
before it as the common
objectives of giving defeat
to fascism and so it has got
definitely a political objec-
tive which cannot be lost
sight of. In absence of
this clear objective before
the masses, the very pur-
pose and object of this
combination will be frus-
trated and the combination
will lose its direction.

By this, it cannot be
construed either that all

the parties and forces join-
ing the common struggle
will fight amongst them-
selves for putting to the
fore their respective view=
points ¢r sectarian party
interest. This will defini-
tely disturb the unity of
understanding reached on
the commonness of the
purpose of all those who
join the struggle. What
is, therefore, of great
importance is to main-
tain th e solidarity and
cohesion of all these parties
and forces, in the day~to-
day functioning. This is
what t h e masses expect
and will be of great
encouragement to them.

The revolutionaries
tought and trained by
the great leader of the
proletariat, Comrade

Country Recalls the Great
Comrade Shibdas Ghosh

(Contd. from Page 1)

with this revolutionary
concept of life as. the
cornerstone of his struggles,
he appeared before the
oppressed masses as a living
symbol of revolutionary
ideology and an undying
source of inspiration. It
was he, who, for the first
time upheld with utmost
importance that a nation
can withstand all adversities
and oppression and raise
itself, if it 'stands upon
moral strength. Thus, he
said that every mass move-
ment must be founded on
a strong basis of high
ethical and cultural values.

exploiters. The two can

never meet.

The toiling people are
to draw therefore, the
correct lesson. This
correct lesson is provided

by history. It is only by
bringing a thorough and
complete end of the present
bour geois productive
system by see

TS see coos eoe

that they can emancipate
them as a class as also the
entire society. This is the
truth and whoever talks
otherwise dces so to hide
the truth and is on the
side of the exploiters.

In concluding his
address, Comrade Nihar
Mukherjee said that though
our beloved leader and
teacher Comrade Shibdas
Ghosh is no more with us,
he is still very much alive
in our midst through the
invaluable revolutionary
teachings which will con-
stantly guide us in all our
struggles. Apart from the
rich treasure of revolution-
ary knowledge, comrade
Ghosh has also left behind
a band of professional re-
voluricnaries who  are
engaged in the struggle
for complete identificition
of personal life with the
party and of revoluticn.
Comrade Shibdis Ghosh

- Sources to

Shibdas Ghosh, cannot
lose heart, cannot fear the
very mary complexities in
their struggle. For, they
have learnt that by practi-
cal handling of the
complexitiesinbattles,
moving appropriately with
the zigzags, twists and
turns and ups and downs
of the struggle they become
more seasoned and worthy
vanguards of the proletariat
and the oppressed masses.
The banner they carry
gives them strength. The
practice of invaluable
lessons they have inherited
from their great departed
leader and teacher Comrade
Shibdas Ghosh make them
invincible. The goal they

have set before them is the
irrevocable course of
history.

Teachings of

has built up, brick by
brick, all that is nece-
ssary for a successful revo-
lution in our country, namely,
the revolutionaiy party
and revolutionary leader-
ship. To-day, our only
great struggle would be to
cultivate and grasp his
revolutionary teachings
and muster all our res
achieve tke
glorious end of establishing
on our soil a society free
of oppression—the society
of the prcletariat. And
thus alone can we cffer
our truly  Tespectful
homage to the memory of
our beloved leader and
teacher, Comrade Shibdas
Ghosh.

PRESS CLIPPINGS

The question of extend-
ing excise duty relief to
the Textile industry for
higher production is under
consideration.

—The Economic Times
15.8.76.

The Union Government
to-day announced further
Jiberalisation ot policy
regarding capacity utili-
gation to ensure max!mum
production and fuller uti~

- lisation of capacity already
installed in the country.

~ —Fimancial Express,
Sept. 10.°'76

Government of India
has decided to sanction
central capital subsidy
upto Rs. 15 lakhs even in
those cases where project
cost is more than Re. 1
crore, says.Samachar.

—Business Standard,
September 13,°'76
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