On the Question of Peaceful
Economic Competiticn

Between USSR and USA

Since Khruschev came to power in

the Soviet

Union, both in the leadership of the party and the state
some thinking gained currency in the communist

world.

Not that all the Communist

and Workers’

parties throughout the world accepted his formulations
but a ‘great debate’ ensued since then centering round
these points raised by the then leadership of the CPSU.

The most important points were as follows :

Whether

the present era, after the vital changes that have taken
place since the second world war, is still an era of

‘imperialism and proletarian

revolution’ as enunciated

by Lenin ; whether the law of inevitability of wars was
still valid so long as imperialism existed in spite of the
great possibilities of the mobilisation of the forces of
peace in the changed situation to thwart the sinister
moves of the imperialists to unleash global wars;
whether possibilities of peaceful transition from capi-
talism to socialism could become a reality in certain
countries not ruling out, altogether, the faw of violent
tevolution in capitalist countries and whether it was
possible to transform “parliament from an organ of

bourgeois democracy into
people’s will"".

a genuine instrument of

Last but not the least was the formu-

lation—whether the socialist countries and particularly
the Soviet Union should enter into a peaceful econo-

mic competition with the

USA not only to prove the

supremacy of the socialist economy over the capitalist
one—but in this very process of peaceful economic
competition between the two systems whether it was
possible to bring about, as an impact of this competi-

tion, the doom of capitalism.

Our Party, under the
leadership of Comrade
Shibdas Ghosh, an eminent
Marxist thinker of the

present era, our beloved

leader and teacher has
made brilliant contribu-
tions in this regard in

holding high the revolu-
tionary banner of Marxism-
Leninism in a number of
valuable articles particu-
larly in “War and Peace,
Peaceful co existence and
Peaceful  transition to
Socialism’‘, written by him
long ago, in the year 1959.
We, therefore, do not
intend to take up all these
points for a fresh discussion
except the last one since
we have noticed that this
point has, of late, made its
appearance in certain
joutnals known as
Communist.

So the specific point of

our discussion in the
present article, is the
“Peaceful economic com-

petition between the USSR
and the USA”. It has
come to our notice that
“People’'s Democracy’, the
Central organ of the
Communist Party of India

(Marxist), in its issue dated
2nd November, '75 has laid
much emphasis on this
point. Not only the
greetings of the Polit
Bureau of the Party made
on the occasion of the 58th
anniversary of the Great
October Revolution in
Russia was loaded with
statistics to prove the
superiority of the socialist
economy while remaining
absolutely silent about the
political role of the present
Soviet leadership and the
political standard reflected
by the Soviet party for a
long time, the same issue
carried a special article on

this very subject matter
highlighting its immense
importance. This article

apart from being a chroni-
cle of events depicting the
most unfavourable position
of USSR being an extreme-
ly backward  country
industrially at the very
outset which faced with
innumerable political odds
that tollowed immediately
after theestablishment of the
nascent working class state
through revolution, has
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THE STRIFE IN LEBANON

The internal strife that
shook lebanon a few days
back may appear to be
purely communal in
nature, but one must not
lose sight of the deeper
imperialist designs and
intrigues which aim at
splitting the Arab unity
and isolating the
Palestinian guerillas. The
U. S. imperialists are eager
to keep Arab nationalists
under the jackboots an d
with this sinister- design
they have propped up
Israel against the 'Arab
people. But it is the grow-
ing tide of Arab nationa-
lism which is putting a
stiff resistance against the
imperialist design. So the
imperialists have drawn
up a grand plan to split
the Arab unity and destroy
the Palestinian guerillas
and the events in Lebanon
are nothing but a part of
this grand plan.

After the Arat-Israel
war in 1967, severe stresses
and strains are observed
in the internal political life
of Lebanon. The Palesti-
nian guerillas began their
operations against Israel
from south Lebanon after
the 1967 conflict and Israel
in retaliation bombed
t h e Palestinian refugee
camps and Lebanon
villages. Even the Beirut
International Airport was
not spared and after the
bombing on the Beirut
International Airport there
was a massive demonstra-
tion against the govern-
ment for its utter failure
to protect the life and
property of the Lebanese
citizens and the Palesti-
nians. This- crisis led to
the fall of Yafi government
in Lebanon.

Now the political
parties of Lebanon are
deeply divided over the
question of the operation
of the Palestinian guerillas
from the Lebanese soil.
W hile the Tripartite
alliance comprising three
pro-western parties like
the National Liberal
Party, the Phalanjist Party
and t he National Block
Party opposed the guerilla
activities in Lebanon, the
left parties like - the
Communist Party, the
Baath Party, the Progre-
ssive Socialist Party and
the A rab Nationalist
Movement not only
supported the Palestinians
but they even demand
conscription to prepare
the Labanese masses for a
protacted popular war
against Israel and non-
intetference in Palestinian

guerilla activities. The
Palestinian guerillas and
Kamal Jumblat, the leader
of the Progressive Socialist
Party have given the call
of turning Beirut into an
Arab Hanoi. The Tripar-
tite Alliance on the other
hand wants to maintain
‘strict neutrality’ of
Lebanon in the Arab-
Israel conflict. It is need-
less to mention that this
policy of neutrality is
nothing but apro-US
stance of the Tripartite
Alliance.

In Lebanon the Muslims
constitute 65 to 70 per cent
of the Labanese population
and the remainders are the
Christians. But it is the
Christians who control the
entire economy of Lebanon
and the Muslims are econo-
mically backward sections

( Contd. to Page 3 )

Enhanced rates of Postal and
Telegrafic Charges put
additional burden on

Common People

Comrade Nihar Mukhetjee
Secretary, West Bengal
State Committee, S.U.C.I.
in the course of a statement
has said that, the Central
Government declared on
25th February, 1976 its
decision to enhance the
rate of charges of Registra-
tion, Money Order, V.P.P.
Telephone, Telex etc.
which will inevitably put
additional economic
burden on the middle and
poorer  section of the
people.

Comrade  Mukherjee
further said that enhance-
ment of charges to meet
the increase In wages and
dearness allowances of the

employees cannot stand on
its leg. Because the addi-
tional amount required
for this purpose may be
obtained by curtailing the
westeful top-heavy admi-
nistr ative expenditures
alone.

Comrade Mukherjee in
conclusion protesting
against this decision urged
upon the Central Govern-
ment to revise its decision

on enhancement of the
charges of Registration,
Money Order, V.P.P,

Telephone etc,, and to ex-
plore other additional eco.
nomic means  avoiding
additional burden on
common people.
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The question arises:
how is all this to be blen-
ded for the study of
communism ? What must
we take from the old
schools, from the old kind
of science? It was the
declared aim of the old
type of school to produce
men with an all-round
education to teach the
gciences in general. We
know that this was utterly
false, since the whole of
society was based and
maintained on the division
" of people into classes, into
exploiters and oppressed.
Since they were thoroughly
imbued with the class
spirit, the old schools
naturally gave knowledge
only to the children of the
bourgeoisie. Every word
was falsified in the inter-
ests of the bourgeoisie. In
these schools the younger
generation of workers and
peasants were not so much
educated as drilled in the
interests of that bour-
geoisie. They were trained
in such a way as to be
useful servants of the bour-
geoisie, able to create
profits for it without
disturbing its peace and
leisure. That is why, while
rejecting the old type of
schools, we have made 1t
our task to take from it
only what we require for

genuine communist educa-

tion.

This brings me to the
reproaches and accusations
which we constant'y hear
levelled at the old schools,
and which often lead to
wholly wrong conclusions.
Itis said that the old
school was a school of
purely book knowledge, .of
ceaseless drilling and grin-
ding. That istrue, but we
must distinguish between
what was bad in the old
schools and what is useful
to us, and we must be able
to select from it what is
pecessary for communism.

The old schools provi-
ded purely book know-
ledge: they compelled
their pupils to assimilate a
mass of super flaous and
barren knowledge, which
cluttered up the brain and
¢urned the younger
generation into bureau-
crats regimented accord-
ing to 23 single pattern.
But it would mean falling

THE TASKS OF THE YOUTH LEAGUES

Speech Delivered at the Third All Russia Congress
of the Russian Young Communist League

into a grave error for you
to try to draw the conclu-
sion that one can become
a communist without
assimilating the wealth of
knowledge amassed by
mankind. It would be
mistaken to think it
suficient to learn
communist slogans and the
conclusions of communist
science, without acquiring
that sum of knowledge of
which communism itself is
a result. Marxism is an
example which shows how
communism arose out of
the sum of human know-
ledge.

You have read and
heard that communist
theory—the science of
communism created in the
main by Marx, this
doctrine of Marxism has
ceasedto be work of a
single socialist of the
nineteenth century, even
though he was a genius,
and that it has become the
doctrine of millions and
tens of millions of prole-
tarians all over the world,
who are applying it in
their struggle against capi-
talism. If you were to ask
why the teachings of Marx
have been able to win the
hearts and minds of
millions and tens of
millions of the most revo=
lutionary class, you would
receive only one answer ;
it was becausz Marx based
his work on the irm foun-
dition of his human know-
ledge acquired under capi-
talism. After making a
study of the laws govern-
ing t he development of
human society, Marx
realised the inevitability of
capitalismdeveloping
towards communisms
What is most important
is that he proved this on
the sole basis of a most
precise, detailed and pro-
found study of this capi-
talist society, by fully assi<
m liting all that earlier
science had produced. He
critically reshaped every-
thing that bad been created
by human soctety, without
ienoring a single detail.
He re-considered, subject-
ed to criticism, and veri-
fied on the working class

movement everything that
human thinking had crea-
ted, and there from
formulated conclusions
which people hemmed in
by bourgeois limitations or
bound by bourgeois
prejudices could not draw.

We must bear this in
mind when, for example,
we talk about proletarian
culturec. We shall be
unable to solve this prob-
lem unless we clearly
realise that only a precise
knowledge and transfor-
mation of the culture
created by the entire
development of
mankind will enable us
to create a proletarian cul-
ture. The latter is not
clutched out of thin air ; it
is not an invention of those
who call themselves experts
in proletarian culture.
That is all nonsense. Pro-
letarian culture must be
the logical development of
the store of knowledge
mankind has accumulated

V. l. Lenin

under the yoke of capita-
list, landowner and bureau-
cratic society. All these
roads have been leading,
and will continue to lead
up to proletarian culture,
in the same way as politi-
cal economy, as reshaped
by Marx,has shown us
what human society must
arrive at, shown usthe
passage tothe classstruggle
to the beginning of the
proletarian revolution,

When we so often hear
representatives of the
youth, as well as certain
advocates of a new system
of education, attacking the
old schools, claiming that
they wused the system of
cramming, we say to them
that we must take what
was good in the old schools.
We must not borrow the
system of encumbering
young people’s minds with
an immenseamount of
knowledge, nine-tenths of
which was useless and one
tenth distorted. This,
however, does not me an
that we can restrict our-
selves to communist conclu-
sions and learn only

communist slogans, You
will not creat communism
that way. You can become
a communist only when
you enrich your mind with
a knowledge of all the
treasures created by man-
kind.

Wehaveno need of
cramming, but we do need
to develop and perfect the
mind of every student with
a knowledge of fundamen-
tal facts. Communism will
become an empty word, a
mere signboard, and a
communist a mere boaster
if all the knowledge he has
acquired is not digested in
his mind. You should not
merely assimilate this
knowledge, but assimilate
it critically, so as not to
cram your mind with use-
less lumber, but enrich it
with all those facts that are
indispensable to the well-
educated man of to-day. If
a communist took it into
his head to boast about his
communism because of the
cut and-dried conclusions
he had acquired, without
putting in a great deal of
serious and hard wotk and
without understanding
facts he should examine
critically, he would be a
deplorable com mun ist
indeed. Such superficiality
would be decidedly fatal.
If I know that [ know little
I shall strive to learn more
but if a man says that he
is a communist and that
he need not know anything
thoroughly, he will never
become anything like a
communist,

The old schools produced
servants needed by the
capitalists ; the old schools
turned men of science into
men who had to write and
say whatever pleased the
capitalists. We must there-
fore abolish them, destory
them, does it mean that
we should not take from
them everything mankind
has accumulated that is
essential to man? Does it
mean that we do not have
to distinguish  between
what is necessary to capita-
lism and what is necessary
to communism ?

We are replacing the
old drill-sergent methods

practised in bourgeois
society, against the will of
the majority, with the class
conscious discipline ot the
workers and peasants, who
combine hatred of the old
society with a determina-
tion, ability and readiness
to unite and organise their
forces for this struggle so
as to forge the will of
millions and hundreds of
millions of people disunited
and scattered over
the territory of a huge
country—into a single will,

without which defeat is
inevitable, Without this
solidarity, without this

conscious discipline of the
workers and peasants, our
cause is hopeless. Without
this we shall b: unable to
vanquish the capitalists and
landowners of the whole
world. We shall not even
consolidate the foundation,
let alone build a new,
communist society on that
foundation. Likewise,
while condemning the old
schools, while harbouring
an absolutely justified and
necessary hatred tor the
old schools, and appreciate
ing the readiness to destroy
them, we must realise that
we must replace the old
system of instruction, the
old cramming and the old
drill with an ability to ac-
quire the sum total ot hus
man knowledge and to ac-
quire it in such a way that
communism shall not be
something to be learned by
rote, but something tha't
you yourselves have
thought over, something
that will embody conclu-
sions inevitable trom the
standpoint of present-day
education.

That is the way the
main tasks should be pre-
sented when we speak of
the aim : learn
nism,

commu-

I shall take a practical
example to make this clear
to you and to demonstrate
the approach to the pro-
blem of how you must
learn. You all know that
following the military pro-
blems, those of defending
the republic, we are now
confronted with economic
tasks. Communist society,
as we know, canot be built
unless we restore industry
and agriculture, and that
not in the old way. They
must be re-established on a

{Contd. to Page 6)
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of the society. The over-
whelming majority of the

Muslims extend their sup-
port to the cause of Pales:
tinian revolution. The
message of Palestinian re-
volution has fired the ima-
gination of the oppressed
and the downtrodden sec-
tionsof the Lebanese
people. It is their feeling
that only through the ful-
" filment of the task of
Palestinian revolution
the social progress of Leba-
pon will hasten. It is be-
cause of this realisation
that the entire downtro=
dden people of Lebanon
have come forward to ex-
tend their whole-hearted
support and cooperation
%o the cause of the Palesti=
pian revolution. Though
the Muslims constitute the
ever-whelming majority of
this down-trodden sections.
of the masses, a section of
Christians is also with them.
The right wing Christian
Parties cannot claim that
they alone represent all the
Christians as a section of
the Christians is following
the leadership of the Pales-
tinians. But the western
pressis  portraying the
strife in Lebanon as a
communal conflict between
the Christians and the
Muslims. Asa matter of
fact the imperialist powers
are adopting all overt _and
eovert tactics to turn the
struggle between the right-
wing reactionary parties
and the leftist forces' into
a communal and fratricidal
conflict which will divide
the people much to the
advantage of the imperia-
list powers. The imperia-
lists have no doubt succee-
ded to a certain extent.

Now the rightist parties
saw the latent danger in
the operation of the Pales
tinian guerillas from the
Lebinese territory. These
parties realised that with
the spread of the idea of
Palestinian revolution the
gocio-economic  structure
of Lebanon would be in
great jeopardy and their
exploitative system might
be overthrown in the mass
wpheaval. So these parties
paid lip service to Pan-
Arab line and what they
did was nothing but a
shameless treachery to the

cause of Arab nationalism.
At first the Christian domi-
nated army was deployed
to suppress the Palestinian
guerillas and the Lebanese
leftists, but the Lebanese
army is too weak to per-
form this task. So the
CIA Dbacked Phalangists
whose avowed purpose is
to fight the Arab National
Liberation Forces, tried to
do the same with stor m
troopers at its command.
Incidently, it may be re.
called that this Phalangist
Party was formed as a
counter part of the Nazi
and Fascist parties of
Europe and this party is
totally opposed to any
change in the socio-econo-
mic structure of Lebanon.

Let us now turn a few
pages of history to see how
the U.S. imperialists have
been interfering in the in-
ternal affairs of Lebanon.
In 1058 when Camille
Chamous, the leader of
the National Liberal Party
was the President of
Lebanon, a serious crisis
erupted as a result of the
confrontation between the
rightist parties and the’
leftist forces. At that
time the US. marines
landed in Lebanon at the .
invitation of Chamous in
1958. Asgain during the
crisis in 1960, the US
State Department had ex-
pressed concern over the
integrity and security of
Lebanon. At present the
U.S. Sixth Fleet is watch~
ing the situation from the
Mediterrenean and may
intervene physically if the
situation goes out of hand.

In this context the role
of the Soviet Union is to
be properly assessed. It
seems that the ‘Soviet Union
too has high stakes in the
struggle between the left
forces and the rightist
partiess The Soviet Union
is reported to have
supplied arms to the
Lebanese leftists
via Syria. It is undoubt-
edly true that role of the
imperialists and parti-
cularly the US imperialists
is to be condemned and the
imperialist design of inter-
vention and interference-
in the internal affairs of
other countries is to be
effectively resisted. But
this purpose cannot be

setved unless a correct
revolutionary approach is
there in providing all help
including militaty help.
Any help minus this revo-
lutionary outlook might do
more harm than good to
the cause of revolution. It
has been pointed out in
our previjous issues how

- the Soviet Union e s

has been lacking the mili.
tant anti-imperialist tone
and has been failing to
give effective help to the
cause of world revolution
by effectively cornering
the imperialistsin all
possible ways. The Soviet

leadership ins-
tead of attempting to
corner the US imperialists
in all possible ways are, in
reality giving it a fresh
lease of life by adopting
such policy which, instead
of effectively stopping the
imperialist  intervention,
paves the way for it. ...

o oae Y
ate .. LAdd

... The Soviet
arms aid has not sharpened
¢lass struggle in Lebanon

.but on the contrary it has

been instrumental in incit-
ing fratricidal carnage in
this unhappy land.

The reactionary forces
in Lebanon, who are
backed by the US imperia-
lists are eager to maintain
their exploitative rule by
crushing the progressive
movements within the
society. To them the unity
of the exploited mass of
Lebanon is a sign of
extreme danger and so
they sow the seeds of
disunity and harted among
the people to keep them
divided on the basis of
religion and this behaviour
of the reactionary forces
is quite natural in the era
when the reactionary class
is crisis-ridden. But it is
the duty of the working
class party of Lebanon to
maintain and consolidate
the unity of the Lebanese
people tor conducting
revolutionary battles
against the reactionary
forces within the country
and also against imperia-
lism.

It is seen that an accord
to end civili war in
Lebanon has been reached

on the basis of 17 point
programme. Whilenot
minimising the importance
of such accord, one must
bear in mind that such
measures can only give
temporary respite and
cannot touch even the
very fringe of the problem
unless the root cause of
communalism is tackled.
It is the experience -..
where  communal
frenzy broke out periodi-
cally in violent form that
such measures on broad
humanistic appeal for
religious tolerence even by

great leaders could no#
stop its recurrence. It is
only through the pains.
taking task of cdmpletion
of social and cultural revo-
lution in ... country that
the root cause of the
communal problem can be
eradicated. So, these tasks
have to be incorporated
in the democratic move-
ments and only in this way
the unity of the Labanese
people can be cemented
for the successful conduce
tion of the revolutionary
battles against imperialism
and internal reaction. ’

All India DSO Registered'
A Unique Victory In
Raghunathpore College

On 27th of February
last All India DSO achie-
ved a historic victory in
the Regunathpore College
Students’ Union elections
under Purulia District,
WBin a tringular contest.

_In spite of threats and in-

timidations by vested in-
terests, the DSO organisers
fought relentlessly and
secured victory in 21 seats
out of 34 seatss In the
direct contest for 9 port-
folios, the Geheral Secre-
tary, Vice President, Asstt.
General Secretary, Cul-

tural Secretary etc., DSQ
candidates won all the port-
folios. Comrades Bhutnath
Mahato, Comrade Bulbuli
Binerjee and Comrade
Monoranjan Banerjee were
elected respectively
General Secretary,
the Vice-President and
Asstt. General Secretary.
A great enthusiasm bas
been created among the
student community of
West Bengal by such all<
out victory of All India
DSO in the Raghunathpore
Coliege Union elections.
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described in detail how the
Soviet economy has come
today at par with the USA
and what amount of
advance awaits Soviet
economy in future giving
at the same time a passing
reference to the crisis-
ridden capitalist economy.

Let us quote from the said.

article and pin point the
issues we want to discuss.
It has been stated :

“The USSR is now on
a par with the USA in the
overall volume of capital
investments and has out-
stripped the latrer in
investment in industry and
agriculture. This is signi-
ficant. If in the past
decades, the Soviet Union,
investing much less in the
national economy than the
United States, has yet
developed faster, over-
taking and even overstri=
pping it in many lines, how
much faster still Soviet eco-
_nomy will advance in coming
years—now that the USSR
is investing as much in the
national economy as USA.”
It continued : “Relying
on its powerful material
and technical base and
advantages of socialism, the
Soviet Union is confident
that it will win in the
competition with ‘capital-
ism in all fields.”

Secondly, in ‘proving'
how much this laying of
emphasis on  economic
competition is consistent
with Leninism the writer
of the article has quoted
from Lenin where he
emphasised on economic
development as a matter
of ‘absolutely exceptional
importance’ immediately
after the attainment -of
power by the proletariat.
The article said, “In 1921
Lenin pointed out that
after the proletariat had
taken power into its own
hands economics became
the main arena of the
struggle against capitalism
and the economic cons-
truction became the main
task before the country''
He wrote: ‘The strugele
in this field bas pow be-
come global. Once we
sdlve this problem, we shall
have certainly and finaliy
won on international scale.
That is why for us ques-

tions of economic develop-
ment became of absolutely
exceptional importance.’ "
Curiously enough, the
GOELRO Plan (the state
plan for the electrification
of Russia) then proposed
by Lenin has been referred
to in this article although
the present context is
entirely different.

Thirdly, it hasbeen stated
that “Thanks to the dedica-
ted labour of the Soviet
people led by their

Communist Party, socialism,
the socialist relations of
production scored a final
victory” (emphasis added).

Incidentally, it may be
mentioned that the
Supreme Soviet of the
USSR which concluded its
three-day -session on 4th
December, '75 “made a
disclosure of the worst
agricultural pertormance
in more than a decade,
obliging the government to
trim growth rates fot light
industry”’.

(Statesman, December 6,

1975)

Further mor-e, ‘the
Gosplan ( i.e. Russian Plan-
ning Commission—writer)
Chairman, Mr. Baibakov,
has painted a far gloomiet
picture than expected. He
ahnounced that next year’s
industrial growth target
will be less than two-thirds
of the average rate achiev-
ed in the last five years, the
slowest rate of progress
since World War 1. The

- target for light industry,

which produ-es consumer
gocds has been cur back to
2.7%, the lowest igure
ever.” “(Statesman—edito-
rial comment on 14.12.75)

Now, how far this repor-
tedly ‘‘worst agricultural
pertormance in more than
a decade’ or ‘‘slowest rate
of progress’ (in industrial
growth target) since world
war Il is ‘“‘symptomartic’,
or even ‘“‘consistent”’ with
the ““final victory” of socia-
lis n—that is for the CPI
(M leaders to answer. But
while recognising the
necescity of finding out the
root cause of this shorr fall
in agricultural productions,
it any, or of apprehension
ot a lower growth rate in
industry, the fact “of
coming on a par with the
USA by the USSR in the

overall volume of capital
“investment and even over-
stripping USA in invest-
ment in industry and agri-
culture” cannot be denied.

Be that as it may, let us
come to the main point.
We all know that capita-
lism as a system is based
on not only capitalist rela-
tions of production but
also a motive force of
production which is noth-
ing but to earn maximum
profit by the capitalist
class. This motive force
of earning maximum profit
bolds good both in
privately owned and state
controlled sectors. Even
a lay man understands that
this maximum profit can
only be earned by putting
maximum burden on the
shoulder of the common
people and by exploiting
them more and more. It
is known to all that this
burden on the shoulder of
the common people has
become extremely heavy
with capitalism attaining
the character of monopoly
and facing more and more
crisis. And more they
become economically
‘explotted less becomes their
purchasing power creating,
in the reverse order, a
serious problem of capita-
list over-production.
Whether a capitalist
country isindustrially
highly developed or not,
whether it is an under
developed or so-called
developing country, this
problem is there although
the intensity of the prob-
lem and the living standard
of the people are bound to
vary depending on the
specific overall economic
situation in which a parti-
cular country is placed.

~Now that capitalism has

entered not only the period
of monopoly but also the
third phase of intensive
international crisis of
capitalist’ mar ke t—this
maximisation of profit is
ensured in most of the
countries by selling the
commodities at a very high
price to a limited section
of population. Thus the
present inflationary condi-
tion or the price-rise of
all commodities, from
which all the capitalist
countries are suffering
more or less, are the inevi-

table outcome of the law
of maximum profit of the
present day capitalist eco-
nomy which has been
further accentuated by the
anti-people, pro-monopo-
lit and pro-capitalist
policies of the govern-
ments concernedand
due to failure in - crea-
ting conditions for widen-
ing of internal market and

augmenting production,
particularly  agricultural
production. This has

highly aggravated this
crisis of capitalist market
as the problem of “over-
production” so to say, is
gradually on the increase
due to serious fall of
purchasing capacity of the
bulk of the population.
Thus it is crystal clear
that in all the capitalist
countries the purchasing
power of the people always
lags behind actual produc-
tion from which a stagna-
tion is bound to follow in
the economic field and
there is no doubt, as the
situation s t a nd s to-day,
that this problem has assu-
med alarming proportion.
So long as capitalism is
there, capitalist relations
of production s
there with its motive force
of maximum profit, this
crisis of capitalist market,
whatever may be its
degree, is bound to chase
the economy in the present
era of imperialism irres-
pective of the technological
advance made or antiquated
condition of economy of a
particular capitalist
country. This is a prob-
lem from which even the
USA, which is technologi-
cally highly advanced and
with which country the
economic competition is
sought to be made by the
USSR, is not free. The
point of crisis of capitalist
market is more true at a
time, when capitalism has
lost its previous relative
stability after the emer-
gence of a parallel socialist
world system and a
parallel socialist market
side by side with the

imperialist-capitalist world

system -and the world capi-
talist market and after the
emergence of a new phenoc-
menon of resurgent
nationalism when the
newly independent bour-
geois nationalist countries

have come out in the open
as the powerful competi-
tors to the traditional
imperialist countries
accentuating the crisis of
capitalist economy in an
unprecedented dimension.
Theptesent recessior,
stagflation (i. e. stagnation
in economy even after
adopting inflationary
measure ), dollar crisis etc.
are nothing but the inevi-
table outcome of the
inherent crisis of present
day capitalism.

This does not mean that
nowhere, inno single
sector can capitalism show
any advance, however
temporarily, either in
technology or in volume of
production. But that is
not the main point here.
And leaving aside any
detail about the economic
planning in the USSR, its
merits and demerits, if
any, it is admitted that
“Maximum satisfaction
of the constantly risin g
material and cultural
requirements of the whole
society is the aim of
socialist production;
continuous expansion and
perfection of socialist
production on the basis of
higher techniques is the
means for the achievement
of the aim”  (Economic
problems of socialism in
USSR - Stalin).

Since the socialist
econmy is free from the
motive force of earning
maximum profit and as it
tries to create not only
abundance in production
but also make the purchas-
ing power of the people go
ahead of actual production
which alone can ensure
maximum satisfaction of
ther e q uirement of the
whole society, thus creat-
ing a constant urge for
further production—the
question of superiority of
the socialist economy over
the capitalist one was
never doubted and nor was
it a debatable point either.
Com. Shibdas Ghosh, an
eminent Marxist thinker
of the present era, our
beloved leader and teacher
said, “Unlike capitalism, in
a socialist economy the
large portion of the social
w e al t h produced, being
continuously transformed
into emoluments constantly
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raises the- minimum wage-
level, It,therefore,
induces a consistent, conti-
nuous and systematic rais-
ing of purchasing capacity
and the standard of living
of the people under the
given condition, including
the cultural and ethical
standard which is continu-
ously wuplifted so as to
reach a level conducive to
the ful filment of the
principal aim of socialist
production. This contin-
uous rise of the purchasing
capacity of the people
continuously raisesthe
demand level, It is for
this reason that in socialist
economy, demand for con-
sumption always outstrips
ac t u al production. This
serves as a constant filip
for continuous expansion
and perfection of the
principle of planned guid-
.ance in order to guarantee
the creation of abundance
of the products of social
production for the people.”
(A few economic problems)

It should be kept in
mind that creation of
abundance of production
in the economic field
cannot be the sole criter-
jon to judge the function-
ing and performance.of any
socialist country A
socialist country, being
prompted by  various
reasons and in response to
its overall political and
economic interest may not
always put utmost emphas-
is on the question of boost-
ing production. Leaving
aside this particular aspect
of the question and given
correct leadership, and a
understanding of
when

correct
Marxism-Leninism,
a socialist country does not
fall victim to revisionism
and economism and in this
process, does not open up
the possibility of restorat-
ion of capitalism in any
way or does not show any
tendency of super-power
hegemonism in internat-
jonal politics and assuming
a higher cultural and
ethical standard of the
people who are dedicated
to the cause of socialism—
there 1s no doubc that a
docialist country can
become victorious in
pbeacetul economic
competition with any capi
talisc councry, even with
USA, to-day or tomorrow.

So what ? Will it by itself
solve the problem of inter-
national revolution ? Will
it automatically liberate
the colonial and semi-
colonial countries from
colonial exploitation or
revolutionise the economic,
political or social set-up of
the metropolitan
countries ? These are the
questions which no genuine
communist can afford to
ignore. But we are
constrained to note " that
the CPI(M)'s “People’s
Democracy’” is silent on
these points.” It is clear
that People’s Democracy
has faithfully echoed the
Khruschevite line of thin-
king which the present
Soviet leaders are also so
steadfastly following. The
identity of view between
CPI{M) and the present
leadership of the Soviet
Union on this particular
point is clearly manifested
when we look at the
following comment of a
Soviet writer: ‘Every
advance in socialist...cons-
truction in economic com-
petition between socialism
and capitalism bas immense
revolutionising significance
and a large impact on class
struggle in the capitalist
world. Each advance
affects the position and role
of the fraternal Communist
Parties, and the World
revolutionary process as a
whole."” (Certain questions
of the economic competi-
tion between the USSR and
the USA—By V.M.
Kudrov published in the
Supplement of Moscow
Newsdated 29th November
'75). But how this advance
in socialist construction
will create a large impact
on classstruggle in capi-
talist countries having
revolutionisin g signi-
ficance has not been
explatned anywhere in this
article. So it is amazing
that thecommon point
made out both by ‘Moscow
News' and CPIM)'s
‘People’s Democracy is
the great significance of
this economic competition

batween UsSR and USA.

In fact, this is not only
an echo but also a continu-
ation ot Khruschev’s line
of thinking. By giving too
much stress on this ques-
tion of economic competi-
tion in Russia, Khruschev,

first of all, diverted the
attention of the people
from the task of upholding
the cultural standard
which Stalin so strongly
emphasised itn his booklet
“Economic Problems of
socialism in USSR.” In
order to pave the way for
a real, and not declaratory
transition to communism,
Stalin laid down at least
three Dbasic preliminary
conditions of which we
quote the third one. He
said, “It is necessary, in the
third place, to ensure such
a cultural advancement of
society as will secure for
all members of society the
all round development of
their physical and mental
abilities, so thatthe
members of society may be
in a position to receive an
education sufficient to
enable them to be active
agents of social develop-
ment...."* But it is a matter
of great pity that CPI(M)’s
‘people’s Democracy’ as well
as the present Soviet lea-
ders have forgotten ev e n
this preliminary condition
laid down by Stalin,

Secondly, Khruschev
thought that if Soviet
Union could prove
its economic supremacy
over the USA, com m on
people of different capita=
list countries would be
more and more attracted
towards socialism so much
so that they wouid come
forward to transform parli-
ament from an “organ of
bourgeois democracy into
a genuine Instrument of
people’s will”’ thus enabling
them to tread the path of
non-capitalist way to socia-
lism peacetully. There is
no doubt that the spate of
revisionism from which
both the CPI(M) and the
present Soviet leaders are
so seriously suffering, has
its root in such revisionist
thinking of Khruschev the
flood-gate of which was
opened up, according to
Comrade Shibdas Ghosh,
in the twentieth Congress
of the CPSU.

Now we all know that
the science of Marxism-
Leninism has rejected the
theory of spontaneity long
ago and it does not suggest
thac any social, political and
economic setlup can
crumbie down automatica-
lly out of ts own crisis

even being accentuated by
the emergence and presence
of a world socialist system
having a superior economic
base and can yield place to
a new system simply be-
“cause it is crisis-ridden and
chaos-discredited. W hat

is of paramount importance,
in order to bring about a
fundamental change in the
system already tottering in
crisis is to strengthen the
role of the anti.thesis, the
role of the genuine work-
ing class parties in differ.
ent countries for making

the common people conscioug
about the indispensible ne-
cessity of revolution and
make them participate in
revolutionary battles. This
has no option or alterna-
tive. Economic competi~
tion between the two sys-
tems cannot act as a substi-
tute for these revolu-
tionary battles. To miss
this vital point under any
pretext is to miss the living
soul of Marxism.

Com. Shibdas Ghosh,
an eminent Marxist
thinker of the present era,
our beloved leader and
teacher raised certain
pertinent questions in this
regard. He said,
“Socialism, no doubt, is to
give defeat to capitalism in
peaceful economic competi-
tion and establish
its  supremacy over
capitalism. But will
capitalism die a
spontaneous - automatic
death without the consci-
ous and active organised
efforts of the forces of
revolution, simply because
of the supremacy of
socialism over capiralism
in the peaceful economic
competition? If not, if the
end of capitalism and
establishment of socialism
require the proletarian
mass and other exploited
masses to unite and
progressively transform
themselves individually,
and, still more collectively
into an army of revolution
under the leadership of a
working class party, wage
revolutionary battles
against the exploiting class
and its state, overtnhrow the
old exploiting order and
establish, consolidate and
maintain the new order,
then should the peaceful
economic competition
between socialism and

capitalism be posed as am
alternative to the task of
actively intensifying th e
revolutionary struggle. by
the workers, peasants and
other exploited masses of
the people 7’ (An Appeal
to the leaders of inter-
national Communist move-
ment ).

These are the questions
about which ‘People's
Democracy’ has remained
absolutely silent. The
tremendous economic
progress of the Soviet
Union may bea source of
delight to the communists.
But what great purpose
will be served by it if it is
not linked up with the
question of international
revolution ? What ‘is the
context or purpose of the
present discussion and how
far this question has a
bearing on the Indian
working class movement is
difficult to understand.

What astonishes us most
is their practice of quoting
Lenin absolutely out of
context, Lenin, after the
capture of power by the
proletdriat, just te
emphasise the prime nece-
ssity of boosting production
at that particular juncture
once said that “electrifica-
tion is communism'’. Does
that mean that while rais-
ing this slogan Lenin
rejected or negated the
necessity of conducting the
political and cultural battle
for the consolidation and
strengthening of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat
in Russia? Or does it
mean that the same slogan
should be raised by the
communists of the whole
world irrespective of
specific conditions ? Or if
anybody suggests that the
whole world should - take
recourse to electrification

in order to reach communism

and quotes Lenin in his
support then will it be
Marxism or vulgarisation
of Marxism ?

There is another point.
May we ask the CPI (M)
leaders what answer will
they provide if anybcdy
quotes Lenin from his some
other writings of the same
year 1921 ( mencioned in-
People's Democracy)
where he sard, I said
again in my speech that

( Contd. to Page 8)
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modern basis in accor-

dance with thelast word

in science. You know
that Electricity is that basis
snd that only after electri-
fication of the entire
country, of all branches of
industry and agriculture
only when you have achi-
eved that aim, will you be
able to build. for yourselves
the communist society
which the older generation
will not be able to build.
Confronting you is the
task of economically revi-
ving the whole country, of
reorganising and restoring
both agriculture, and in-
dustry on modern technical
lines, basedon modern
science and technology, on
electricity. You  realise
perfectly well thatilliterate
people cannot tackle ele-
ctrification, and that ele-

mentary literacy is not
enough either. It is in=
sufficient to understand

what electricity is; what
is needed is the knowledge
of how to apply it techni-
cally in industry and agri-
culture and in the indivi-
dual branches of industry
and agriculture. This has
to be learnt for oneselt,
and it must be taught to
the entire rising generation
of working people. That is
the task confronting every
elass conscious communist,
every young person who
regards himself a commu-
pist and who clearly
understands that , by join-
ing the Young Communist
League, he has pledged him-
self to help the Party build
communism and to help
the whole younger genera-
tion create a communist
society. He must realise
that he can create it only
on the basisof modern
education, ccmmunism will
remain metely a pious
wish.

It was the task of the
older generation to over-
throw the Fourgeoisie.
The miin task then was to
criticise the bourgeoisie,
arouse hatred of the bour-
geoisie among the masses
and foster class-conscious~
nessand theabi1lity to
unite their forces.

The new generation is
confronted with a far more
complex task. Your duty
does not lie only in assem-
bling your forces so as to

uphold the workers’ and
peasants’ government
against an invasion insti-
gated by the capitalists. Of
course, you must do that;
that is something you
clearly realise, and is dis-
tinctly seen by the commu-
nist. However, that is not
enough. You have to build
up a communist society. In
many respects half of the
work has been done. The
old order has been destro-
yed, just as it deserved, it
has been turned into a
heap of ruins, just as it
deserved. The ground has
been cleared, and on this
ground the younger com-
munist generation must
build a communist society.
You are faced with task of
construction, and you can
accomplish the task only
by assimilating all modern
knowledge, only if you are
able to transform commu-
nism from cut-and dried
and memorised formulas,
counsels, recipes, prescrip-
tions and programmes into
that living reality which
gives unity to your imme-
diate work, and only if you

are able to make communism

a guide in all your practi-
cal work.

That is the task you
should pursue in educating,
training and rousing the
entire younger generation.
You must be foremost
among the millions of buil-
ders of a communist society
in whose ranks every

young manand young woman

should be. You will not
build a communist society
unless you enlist the mass
of young workers and pea-
sants in the work of buil-
ding communism.

This naturally brings
me to the question of how
we should teach communism
and what the specific fea-

tures of our methods
should be.

I first of all shall deal
here with the. question of
communist ethics.

You must train your-
selves to be communists.

It is the task of the
Youth League to crganise
its practical activities in
such a way that, by learn-
ing, organising, uniting
and fightuing, its members
shall train both themselves
and all those who look to it
for leadership; it should

train Communists. The
entire purpose of training,
educating and teaching the
youth of today should be to
imbue them with commu-
nist ethics.

But is there such a
thing as communist ethics ?
Is there such a thing as
communist morality ? Of
course, there is. It is often
suggested that we have no
ethics of our own; very
often the bourgeoisie
accuse us Communists of
rejecting all morality. This
is a method of confusing
the issue, of throwing dust
in the eyes of the workers
and peasants.

In what sense do we
reject ethics, reject moras
lity ?

In the sense diven to it
by the bourgeoisie, w h o
based ethics on God's
Commandments. On this
point we, of course, say
that we do not believe in
God, and that we know
perfectly  well that
clergy, the landowners and
the bourgeoisie invoked the
name of God soas to further
their own interests as
exploiters. Or, instead of
basing ethics in the
Commandments of morality
on the Commandments of
God, they based it on idea-
list or semiidealist
phrases, which always
amounted to something
very similar to God’s
Commandments.

We reject any morality
based on extra-human and
extra class concepts. We
say that this deception,
dupery, stultification of
the workers and peasants
is in the interests of the
landowners and capitalists.

We say that our mora-
lity is entirely subordinated
to the interests of the
proletariat’s class struggle.
QOur morality stems from
the interests of the class
struggle of the proletariat.

The old society was
based on thz oppression of
all the workers and peasants
by the landowners and
capitalists. We have to
destroy all that, and over-
throw them but to do that
we had to create unity.
That is something God
cannot create.

Thisunity could be
provided only by the

THE TASKS OF THE YOUTH LEAGUES

factories, only by a prole-
tariat trained and roused
from its long slumber.
Only when that class was
formed did a mass move-
ment arise which has led
to what we have now—the
victory of the proletarian
revolution in one of the

weakest countries
which for three years
has been repelling the

onslaught of the bourgeo-
isie of the whole world.
We can see how the prole-
tarian revolution is deve=
loping all over the world.
On the basis of experience,
we now say that only the
proletariat could have
created the solid force
which t h e disunited and
scattered peasantry are
following and which has
withstood all onslaughts by
exploiters. Only this class
can help the working
masses unite, rally their
ranks and conclusively
defend, conclusively con-
solidate and conclusively
build up a communist
society.

That is why we say
that to us there is no such
thing as a morality that
stands outside bhuman
society ; that is a fraud.
To us morality is to the
interests of the proleta-
riat’s class struggle.

What does that class
struggle consist in? It
consists in overthrowing
the Tsar, overthrowing the
capitalists, a n d abolishing
the capitalist class.

What are classes in
general ? Classes are that
which permits one section
of society to appropriate
the labour of another sec-
tion. If one section of
society appropriates all the
land, we have a land-owner
class and a peasant class.
If one section of society
owns the factories, shares
and capital, while another
section works 1In these
factories, we have a capi-
talist class and a prole-
tarian class.

It was not different to
drive out t h e Tsar—that
required only a few days.
It is not very difficult to
drive out the landowners—
that was done in a few
months. Nor was it very
difficult to drive out the
capitalists. Butitis
incomparably more diffi-

cult to abolish classes ; ws
still have the division into
workers and peasants. If
the peasant is installed on

his plot of land and appro-

priates his surplus grain,
that is, grain that he does
not need for himself or
for his cattle, while the ress
of the people have to go
without bread, then the
peasant becomes an exploi-
ter. The more grain hs
clings to, the mors
profitable he finds it; as
for the rest, let them

starve: “The more they

starve, the dearer I can

sell this grain.” All should

work according to a single

common plan, on common

land, in common factories

and in accordance with a

common system. JIs that

easy to attain? You see

that it is not as easy as

driving out the Tsar, the

landowners and the capi

talists. What is required
is that the proletariat re-

educate a section of the

peasantry ; it must win

over the working peasants
in order to crush the resi-

stance of those peasants

who are rich and are pro-
fiting from poverty and

want of the rest. Hence

the task of the proletarian
struggle is not quite com-

pleted after we have over-

thrown the Tsar and drive

out the landowners and

capitalists, to accomplish

that is the task of the sys-

tem we call the dictator=

ship of the proletariat.

The class struggle is
continuing ; it has merely
changed its forms. It is
the class struggle of the
proletariat to prevent the
return of the old exploiters,
to unite in a single union
the scattered masses of un-
enlightened peasants. The
class struggle is continuing
and it is our task to sub-
ordinate all interests to
that struggle. Our commu-
nist morality is also subor=
dinated to that task. We
say . morality iswhat
served to destroy the old
exploiiing society and to
unite all the working peo-
ple around the proletariat
which is building up a new,
a communist society.

Communist morality is
that which serves this stru-
gele and unites the working.
people against all exploita-
tion, against all petty pri-
vate property; for petty

(Contd. to Page 7)
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PRESS CLIPPINGS

The twain—the CPI and
the CPM—have not met
yet. They are not even
pear a dialogue. But the
impression going around is
that there is already a
thaw in their relation<
ship.......

No doubt, in the same
letter (to the CPI Nutional
Councilmem bers) Mr.
Namboodripad has said :
“I only wish that a time
will come when you and
we can work together in
the same ciuse' ...

What has given a fresh
edge to the rumour about
the CPI-CPM conciliation
is the reproduction of Mr,
Namboodripad’s statement
inaCPI Malayalam
journal, Janajugam. This
statement, relating to the
CPM’'s decisions at its
conference in Madras on
January 28, first appeared
in Desabhimani, a CPM
daily from Cochin. There
is no doubt that the very
fact that Janajugam has
reprinted the statement is
significant because this is
the first time that the
paper has done s0....:-

Mr. Namboodripad,
according to the Iesabhi-
mani, has sought the
cooperation of ‘‘All those
who speak of left and
democratic unity, includ-
ing right Communists and
the young Congress', for
“3 minimum programme’’.

Probably, as days go by,
both CPI and CPM may
become less and less hostile
to each other and may find
more and more fields of
cooperative endeavour.
But what they must realise
is that an ideology of to-
day becomes the rhetoric
of to-morrow. (From an
article by Kuldip Nayar
in Indian Express,
February, 12 '76).

Midras, Feb. 15—The
prohibitory order in the
city has been extended for
14 days from to-day, says
Samachar.

The order was issued
onFebruary, 1by the
Commissioner of Police
banning procession and
meeting 1n the city for 14
days. — Statesman, 16.2.76

Addressing a public
meetting at the Marina

beach to mark the unity of
the two congress parties in
Tamil Nidu and Pondi-
cherry, Mr. Gandhi said ..
«e+ . reports that DMK
had planned agitations and
demonstratian early this
month.

—Statesman, 16.2.76

Mr. Gopal (President
of the National Students
Union of India), who held
the meeting at the Office
of the National Labour
Coordination Council on
Sunday said that there was
no room for those in the
organisation who criticised
the Prime Minister and
Mr. Sanjoy Gandhi.

—Statesman, 24.2.75

Union agriculture
ministry is of the view
that state governments will
not be able to complete
the process of implement-
ation of the revised land
ceiling laws by June 30,
1976 —the announced time
schedule.

In its latest review of
the progress of the imple-
mentation of land reform
measures in the country
since the proclamation of
Emergency in June last
year, the Agriculture
Ministry hassaid that
there has been “poor
im plem entation of the
ceiling laws almost all over
the country.” v .. .

The comprehensive
review has dealt with all
the factors which the state
governments have pointed
out on different occasions
as responsible for hinder-
ing the course of land
refor ms.

The Agricultural
Ministry has found no basis
in these arguments on the
whole. The crux of the
issue, according to the
review is the fact, that
there is lack of ... ...
—Economic Times. 14.2.76

New (land reform) laws
which came into effect
in 1971 and 1972 rendered
an estimated 38 million
acres surplus. According
to information available as
of December 9, 1975, some
5,41,523 acres had actually
been declared surplus on
the basis of returns filed

while less than half of this
had actually been taken
possession of. The amount
of land distributed was
only 90,205 acres. Under
the old laws some 29
million acres were taken
Possessionofand 1.8
million distributed.
—Indian Express, January

19,

About 4000 new ‘small
scale units have closed down
because of recession. This
is revealed in a quick sam-
ple survey done by the In-
dustry Ministry. Most of
these units were set up by
technical enterpreneurs in
the last three or four years.
The total capital invesment
of the closed units is esti-
mated at Rs. 66 crores.

~—Financial Express
January 18, '76

The Dilemma

“The Central Labour
Minister, Mr. Raghunath
Reddy, said recently in
Calcutta .....-that 3, 00,000
wor ke rs and employees
had been laid off in the last
six months and several
thousands retrenched.
Compared to the same
period last year, lay off,
retrenchment and closure
haveincreased considerably.
Conversely strikes had been
fewer in 1974, 40.2 million
mandays were lost where-
as the latest figure is 17
million mandays, so {ar.

These two facts in a
way represent a fundamen-
tal feature of the present
day economics and politics
in the country.

Lid see (Y1)
cuve arse esne

anse eue Ladd

The dilemma is, in fact,
inherent in the situation.
Therefore, ‘discipline’ is a
must. Thetalk about dis-
cipline is just a repetition
of concep’tons which try
to cover up class reality.
From the view point of the
pocr the (question 1is:
which class interests does
this discipline
Discipline to die ot hunger
in peace or the strugkle
for the abolition of hunger ?

serve?

Frontier, Feburary

21, '76.
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property puts into the
hands of one person that
which has been created by
the labour of the whole of
society. In our country,
the land is common
property.

But suppose I take a
piece of this common
property and grow on it
twice as much grain as
1 need, and profiteer on
surplus. Suppose I argue
that the more starving
people there are, the more
they will pay. Would I
then be behaving like a
Communist ? No, I would
be behaving like an
exploiter, like a proprietor.
That must be combated, If
that is allowed to go on,
things will revert to the
rule of the capitalists, to
the rule of bourgeoisie, as
has more than once happe-
ned in previous revolutions,
To prevent the restoration
of the rule of the capita-
lists and the bourgeoisie,
he must not allow profi-
teering; we must not
allow individuals to enrich
themselves at the expense
ot the rest ; the working
people must unite with the
proletariat and form a
communist society. This
is the principal feature of
the fundamental task of
the league and the orga-
nisition of the Communist
youth.

The old society was
based on the principle:
rch or be robbed; work
for others or make others
work for you; be a slave-
owner O a slave,
Nuturally, people brought
up in such a society assi-
milate with their mother’s
milk, one might say, the
psychology, the habit, or
the concept which says:
you are either a slave-
owner or a slave, or else,
asmall oowner, a petty
employee, a petty official,
or an intellectual—in short,
a man who is concerned
only with himself, and
does not care arap for
anybody else.

If | work this plot of

‘land, Ido not cire a rap

for anybody else, if others
starve, all the better, I
shall get the more for my
grain. If [ have a jobas a
doctor, engineer, teacher,

or clerk, I do not care a
rap for anybody else. If}
toady to and please the
powers that be, I may be
able to keep my job, and
even get on in life and be-
come bourgeois. A
Communist cannot
harbour such a psycology
and such sentiments. When
the workers and peasants
proved that they were able
by their own efforts, to
defend themselves and
create a new society—that
was the beginning of the
new and communist educa-
tion, education in the
struggle against the exploi-
ters, education in alliance
with the proletariat against
the self-seekers and petty
proprietors, against the
psychology and  habits
whichsay: I seek my own
profit and don’t care a rap
for anything else.

That is the reply to the
question of how the young
and  rising generation
should learn communism.

It can learn communism
only by linking up every
step in its studies, training
and education with the
continuous struggle the
proletarians and the work=
ing people are waging
against the old society of
exploiters. When people
tell us about morality, we
say . to a Communist all
morality lies in the united
discipline and conscious
mass struggle against the
exploiters. We do not
believe in an eternal mora-
lity, and we expose the
falseness of all the fables
about morality. Morality
serves the purpose of help-
ing human society rise to a
higher level and rid itself
of the exploitation of
labour.

To achieve this we need
that generation of young
people who began to reach
political maturity in the
midst of a disciplined and
desperate struggle against
the bourgeoisie. In this
struggle, that generation is
training genuine Commu-
nists ; it must subordinate
to this struggle, and link
up with it, each step in its
studies, education and
training.

( To be concluded )
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ON THE QUESTION OF PEACEFUL ECONOMIC COMPETITION

(Contd from Page 5)

politics is a concentrated
expression of economics
bécause I had earlier heard
my ‘political’ approach
rebuked in a manner which
is inconsistent and in®
admissible for a Marxist.
Politics must take prece-
dence over econcmics. To
argue otherwise is to
forget the ABC of
Marzism'’. Lenin also
said, “Without a correct
political approach to the
matter the given class will
be unable to stay on top,
and consequently,. will
be incapable of solving its
production problem
either.” (Collected Works
Vol. 32 pp- 83 & 84) No
doubt, this is an issue which
involves the understanding

of ABC of Marxism. But -

it is a tragedy that CPI(M)’s
‘People’s Democracy' in the
name of defence of Leninism
asserted that according to
Lenin ‘‘economics became
the main arena of the stru-
ggle against capitalism.”” A
true defence of Leninism
indeed !

Now when the experi-
ence in Russia has proved
beyond doubt that the cul-
tural and intellectual
standard of the people,
starting from their philo-
sophical outlook to the
minutest details of indivi-
dual life—could not be
constantly lifted in order
to keep pace with the tre-
mendous advance made in
inthe ield of economy,
military and technology
thus creating a gap between
the two and when this low
level of consciousness
proved a fertile soil for
the breeding of revisionist
thinking which in its turn
is endangering socialism
by the possibility of -resto-
ration of capitalism—then
to quote Lenin not only
out of context but also to
support the contention of
the present leadership of

- anyhow boosting produc-
tion to win in the econo-
mic competition with the
USA is simply baffling..

The Soviet people has
been thanked, in this arti-
cle, for their dedicated
labour for bein g led by
their Communist Party
and for scoring a final
v'ctory of socialism and

socialist relations of pro-
duction. It is of course
true that dedicated labour
of the people of any socia-
list country is a matter of
pride and a much covetted
thing to -all communists.
This dedication springsfrom
a high level of conscious-
ness where the workers
after attaining state power
not only strives to boost
up production but at the
same time show unique
readiness to undertake any
sacrifice voluntarily and
happily and to identify
themselves completely
with social interest. But
the very manner in which
the present leaders of the
Soviet Union are directly
and indirectly encouraging
- all kinds of material bene-
fits and material incentives
suggests only one thing—
there is a serious absence of
what may be called prole-
tarian revolutionary dedi-
cation among the workers.
Who does not know that
at a time when the soviet
union was facing tremen-
dous difficulties both inter=
nally and externally imme-
diately after revolution, it
was the Soviet workers
under the able leadership of
Lenin who set forth the
glorious record of proleta-
rian revolutionary dedica-
tion created through what
was known as Stakanovite
movement which was not
achieved by any kind of
material incentive ? But
at present we find that the
Soviet leaders are in favour
of even applying the bour-
geois policy of material
incentive because to them
the basic aim of socialism
is to raise production any
how and to achieve abun.
dance of production by any
means. According to them
socialism carries no
meaning to the workers if
it fails to provide them
with material benefits
more than what any deve-
loped capitalist country
can provide to its
workers. Pointing out
this grave danger Comrade
Ghosh warned us long be-
forein a booklet entitled
“Chiner Sanskritic Biplab”
(Chinese Cultural Revolu-
tion—Writer ) that in
general, during the period
of socialist construction, the,

workers are apt to develop
a tendency to secure more
and more ‘material benefits
and individual gains. They,
therefore, fall victim to
economism, In other
words, the level of consci-
ousness of the ordinary
workersissuch that to
them, socialism stands asa
set-up, where they can
have more and more
material benefits and pri-
vileges. That is, the ordi-
nary workers with
their level of consciousness
simply equate socialism
with a social set-up where
one can gain more and
more economic and other
benefits.  For this reason,
it is their urge for having
more material benefits and
individual gains that act as
the driving force among
the workers engaged in
developing production in
socialism. Tothese workers,
socialism, socialist econo-
my, growth of socialist
production—all these carry
no sense at all if they do
not provide them with in-
dividual gains, benefits and
privileges. Thatthis was no
exaggeration, rather a
timely warning that went
into the deaf ears of the
Soviet leaders becomes
amply clear when we find
them saying, ‘“Today, the
question of living standards
has risen to the fore as the
economic  indicator of
competition between the
two systems.”’ (Same article
of ‘Moscow News’ Supple-
ment).

Comrade Ghosh has
observed that it is no
doubt a fact that in socia-
lism with the upward
growth of socialist produc-
tion and development of
socialist economy, the
workers enjoy more and
more material .benefits and
their standard of living
improves Dbasically. But
the workers engaged in
developing production in
socialism should never
nourish such a mentality
nor should they at all be
influenced by such a pro-
cess of thinking. The
mentality of the workers
should have to be developed
in such a way and- their
process of thinking should
have to be such that they

BETWEEN THE USSR AND THE USA

can realise that itisonly

for the consolidation and
complete victory of socia-
lism in their country and
to serve the cause of inter-
national revolution that
they have dedicated them-
selves to the task of acce-
lerating the process of
growth and development
of production in their
country. Because, the
consolidation and pro.
gress of socialism ina
country is inseparably
linked up with the pro.
gress of international
revolution and it is only
upon the mutual pro-
gress of these two that
the progress and deve.-
lopment of an individual
self is basically depend-
ing, both materially and
spiritually. If such and
only such is the mentality
of the workers, then there
will prevailamong workers
engaged in socialist pro-
duction, complete sense of
dedication.

But ‘People’s Democracy’
bas not taken the trouble
of analysing these vital
aspects without which the
question of “dedicated
labour of the Soviet
people” as claimed by it is
bound to become an empty
assertion. And one thing
is sure; that one of the
vital conditions for final
victory of socialism is to
ensure proletarian revolus
tionary dedication among
the workers and not mere
assertion of a declaratory
dedication among them.
Moreover, although Lenin
envisaged victory of socia-
lism in a single country
against the protagonists of
permanent revolution, he
never visualised final
victory of socialism in a
single country in a world
where capitalism was still
continuing as a world
system,

Lastly, we like to recall
a serious warning given by
Comrade Ghosh about the
policy of material incens
tive and all that. He said
that although this may
temporarily show a rise in
the relative rate of pro
duction, but as this inevi-
tably leads to the growth
of the tendency of - capital-

ist speculation and anarchy
in all stages of production
and the productive system,
the socialist economy and
the socialist system may
become threatened with
danger within a very short
time. We would request
the Soviet leaders to take
this serious note of warn-
ing and ponder over these
vital questions while trying
to find out the cause of
reported short-fall of pro-
duction in Russia.

Now about the point
whether  politics should
take  precedence over
economics or the other way
round we hold the former
position to be absolutely
consistent with Leninism.
But while adhering to this
position, it should be kept
in mind that one-sided and
isolated emphasis on poli-
tics may also create, in the
reverse order, a serious
danger in the economy of
-any socialist country. Now
putting economics over
politics is proge to create
all sorts of revisionist
deviations about which
Comrade Ghosh has givenr
repeated warning. So the
real question is to correct-
ly correlate the two. This
is a task which the Commuy.
nist leaders of the ‘socialist
countries will have to
perform in the economic
field. Unless this can be

done, the possibility of
restoration of capitalism is
bound to threaten the

Soviet economy today or
tomorrow.

We would appeal to
the leaders and rank and
file members of the CPI'M)
to seriously ponder over
\the_se questions which are
of vital importance to any
person claiming to be a
communist.
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