Recent Patna Flood—Causes And Background

( By a Staff Reporter)

Flood at Patna,
Danapore and Arrah came
not without notice ; river
Sone had given sufficient
indication of its intentions.
Bihar Cabinet and other
important Government
authorities were aware of
the situation. But still it
is a fact that flood could
not be averted which took
a heavy toll and caused an
unprecedented damage of
all sorts. When everybody
should stand by the side of
the flood-stricken people—
as the Central Committee
of our Party, the SUCI, has
appealed to the members
and supporters as well as
to the public at large—it is
necesssary at the same
time to go into the details
of incidents that may be
helpful in drawing some
objective conclusions.

On August 22 night,
engineers of Indrapuri
Barrage on river Sone near
Dehri-on - Sone  received
wireless message from
M. P. flood control depart-
ment that Sone river was
gushing towards Bihar and
barrage there might be
threatened. The Bihar
Government also received
similar message on the same
night. Althoughofficial

reporter said that the.

barrage embankment h ad
been breached and attempt
to protect it failed but the
unofficial report suggested
that the barrage recorded
a discharge of 18 lac cusecs
of water, which was 3-4-lac
cusecs more than what was
designed to discharge. At
least 24 hours before the
water submerged the vast
area from Arrah to
Danapore and Ganga
rose to a level more
above danger mark.
The Chief Secretary,Behar
was informed on 23rd
August morning about the
situation when threat to
Patna was imminnet and
Danapore and Arrahb
already flooded.

It is well known that
the behaviour of Sone is
sometimes very curious and
it has menaced the adjoin-
ing areas on a number of
occasions in the past. But
this time, all the previous
record has been surpassed.

Although this year
water level of Sone and
Ganga rose high and
crossed danger level several

times, ( but every time it
ultimately receded) the
factisthatthecanal of Sone
could not irrigate the fields
in the areas of Ganga and
Aurangabad  because of
shortage of water resulting
in near drought condition.

Now, if we come to
facts we willfind the
following :—

The river Sone carried
much water from Madhya
Pradesh on 22nd August
threatening Indrapuri
barrage near Dehri-on-
Sone.

The entire pressure of
water was released all on a
sudden from th e barrage
which was not less than 18
lac cusecs, being 3-4 lac
cusecs more than normal
on 22nd night and 23rd
morning.

During this release of

waterall the 12 sluice gates
were kept open. So release
of water was not envisaged
in a phased manner.

On 23rd the western
embankment of the canal
was breached at two to
three points a nd several
areas of Danapore includ-
ing Danapore cantonment
were flooded and Patna
was threatened.

It was only on 24th
evening that the Govern-
ment put house guards,
police and s om e labour
with sand bags ready only

( Contd. to Page 8)
SUCI’S FLOOD RELIEF
PROGRAMME CANCELLED

Calcutta, September
13 : Com. Nihar Mukherjee,
Secretary, W e st Bengal
State Committee, SUCI in
the course of a statement
to the press has said :

“The State Committee
of our Party at the instance
of our Central Committee'’s
appeal adopteda
programme of collecting
Relief Material from the
members of the public at
Calcutta on 14th & 2lst
September, 1975 in aid of
the worst & seriously
flood-affected people of
Patna, Cuttack and its
surrounding areas and also
made a public appeal
yesterday to this end.

“We express our regret
to the people as we have
to cancel the scheduled
programme in want of
necessary permission.”

ORGAN OF SOCIALIST UNITY CENTRE OF INDIA ( FORTNIGHTLY )
Bditor—in-Chicf— Shibdas Ghosh
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IN MEMORIUM

[Welost Com. Subodh Banerjee amember of the Polit=
bureau, Central Committee and a front-ranking leader of

our Party on 16th September last.

It is worth-while to

recall, at this present critical situation of the country
and difficult condition of people’s life, the mosteducative
evalution of his life and character made by our beloved
leader, teacher and the General Secretary, Com. Shibdas
Ghosh in the memorial meeting held on 23rd September

‘74 at Saheed Minar Maidan, Calcutta.

we quote

below some excerpts from that speech which are of
paramount importance and immense value for our
country’s present juncture and for that matter the

people’s struggle. ]

“......As because 1 have
known Subodhbabu most
intimately and very
thoroughly I know him, 1
can tell you that.... inspite
of all favourable condi-
tions existing in the
surrounding for one to fall
victim to populism—I am
speaking not only of his
achieving a high standard
of political consciousness,
attainin ga remarkable
power of oration and
brilliant organising ability
but of his successfully
reaching such a height of
cultural-ethical standard
and revolutionary
character where he could
always unconditionally and
without any reservation
surrender his self-interest,
his everything personal to
the revolution, to the ideo-
logy through an untiring
struggle following the
principles of Marxism-
Leninism, t h e thoughts,
ideals and the revolution-
ary basic teachings of our
party. Even many emi-
nent leaders appearing in
the revolutionary move-
ment fail to attain this
standard.

“,..Those qualities of
Subodhbabu which you

praise—at a time of crisis
as at present, when such
degeneration has set in on
all sides and at every field
of social life, such a dege-
neration from whose
poisonous influence the
left movements, the mass
movements, even the

revolutionary movements

are not free—when lack of

ideals and immoral
conducts in the political
movements, revolutionary

movements that we
experience every moment
and which are hurting us
so much—at such a time
what should be kept in
mind is that the qualities,
the dedication of
Subolhbabu what every-

body admits —the qualities
he could maintain in tact
despite reaching such a
height of popularity, the
unconditional submission
of his everything personal
to m a ss movements, to
revolution and party—
which cannot befound
now-a-days even in renown-
ed leaders...Even in the
midst of such an all out
decadence, wherefrom this
has come into being—th e
politics, the ideals, the
ideology, the organisational
process, t he essence of
party’s teachings centring
which this has developed—
you shall have to take note
of that, you shall have to
know that, you shall have
to realise that...

**...The qualities of Com.
Banerjee are...the products
of definite, concrete, cease-
less struggles—st ruggle
both inside and outside the
party. But not a slogan-
oriented, idealless, unethi-
cal struggle—nota
commonplacestruggle
mouthing certain demands
of the people. Buton the
contrary-it is the product
of a firm, definite, cease-
less process of struggle on
the basis of Marxism-
Leninism, party’s thoughts
and teachings and revolu-
tionary political line—it is
the product of a struggle
based on principle, ideo-
logy, ethics, morality and
culture.

“...Truthliesin the fact
that a struggle conducted
in a correct process, with
definite ideology, ethi cs,
programme and a philoso-
phy—such a struggle alone

(Contd. to Page 5)
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Rise of Fascism in ltaly and Germany (3)

lll, Fascist Rule in Italy & Germany :
Declaring the object and goal of the Fascist move-
ment, Oswald Mosley, the leader of the Fascist move-

ment in Britain said :

“Our policy is the
establishment of the
Corporate State. As the
name implies, this means a
state organised like the
human body Every
member of that body acts
in the harmony with the
purpose of the whole
under the guidance and
driving brain of the Fascist
government..-Class war
will give place to national
cooperation. All who
pursue a sectional and
anti-national policy will
be opposed by the might of
the organised state. Profit
can be made provided that
the activity enriches the
nation as well as the indivi-
dual....” (Mosely—‘Fascism
in Britain’ ).

On Mosley's mission,
Osborn very aptly
comments :

“The main emphasis in
the above is upon the
priority of ‘nat ional
interests’. It is, however,
an old trick of the capita-
lists to present their o w n
interests as the interests

of the nation as
a whole. Thus when their
private investments, their
foreign possessions are in
danger, they proclaim that
the ‘national interests’ are
menaced. Inthe Great
War, for example, the
national honour was said to
be at stake. 'When what
was really at stake was the
supremacy of British
capitalism in the markets
of the world...The general
strike of 1926 was like-
wise described as a threat
against the ‘nation'; the
miners, it was declared
were holding a pistol at the
‘nation’s’ head. This, not-
with-standing the fact that
the workers form by far
the greater par t of the
nation.

‘Nation’s interest and the

interest of the capitalist
class for that class
identical

In short, the ‘national
interest’ and the interests
of the capitalist class are,
for that class identical.”
{ Osborn-pp. 60-61 )

While explaining the
object of the economic

policy of the Corporate
state that was established
under his leadership,
Mussolini was assuring the
Italian capitalists in no
uncertain terms :

“The Corporate economy
respects the principle of
private property. Private
property completes the
human personality. It is
a right. But it is also a
duty. We think that
property ought to be
regarded as a social func-
tion. We wish therefore
to encourage not passive
property, but active
property which does not
confine itself to enjoying
wealth, but develops it and
increases it. The coopera-
tive economy respects
private initiative. The
Charter of Labour
expressly states that only
when private initiative is
unintelligent, non-existent,
or insufficient may the
state intervene...We shall
proceed with great caution
and not try to rush things.
We are sure of ourselves
because our revolution has
a whole century before it.”
( Quoted in Salvemini’s
book “Under the Axe of
Fascism'') .

And what was the
experience of the whole
century that Mussolini was
reminding the Italian capi-
talists? It was in the
words of the German
Fascist economist,
Reithinger : “The century
of expansion is past-at least
for the European
industrial countries...one
cannot expect to push the
organisation and rationali-
sation of t he individual
economic unit to its maxi-
mum without being drawn
into a corresponding
rationalisation and orga-
nisation of the entire
economy."

“The issue raised there-
by, Reithinger proceeds
to explain, ‘‘are not those
of collective versus indivi-
dualistic society, of state or
private enterprise. The
either or is false because it
is a mistake to believe that
a planned organisation of
the national economy

makes private initiative
superfluous.’” Rather, is it
true that the degree of
freedom or control must
be adjusted to the role each
economic form plays in the
total economic structure.
The state must “‘oversee”
all that which lies beyond
the competence of the
individual enterprise. It
may do this directly or
through a ‘suitable
tepresentative of the
individual economic ‘or
professional estates.”

So, there are two basic
purposes of all the Fascist
economic programme.
First, they are designed to
eliminate the self-destruc-
tive tendencies inherent in
business practicesand
changes in business or
organisations. Second, are
all those programmes
designed to eliminate the
least challenge to the social
political and cultural
foundations of the capita-
listic system itself.”

—( Quoted in Brady's
“The spirit And Structure
of German Fascism" ).

Let us see how these
twinobjectives were
followed in practice by
the Fascist rulers.

“Strikers are promptly
gaoled. The labour problem
in Italy no longer exists''—
said Mr. A. P. Dennis,
formerly American
Commercial Attachi at
Rome in 1929. “Italy”,
wrote the ‘Saturday Even-
ing Post’ “became a
commonwealth of indus-
trial peace. Between 1926
and the closing months of
last year ( 1930 ) there was
not a single ripple on the
labour surface.”

Boasting on this so-
called 'social peace’,
Mussolini was lending his
wisdom to the American
capitalists :

“Why are there strikes
in America? They are
not necessary here in Italy.
We have done away with
strikes and lock-outs ; we
do not waste our time in
brawls. I believe the New
Deal basically sound. If it
does not function it is
because the methods of
application are at fault.
America must work to-
wards closer cooperation
between capital and

labour.” (Quoted in
Salvemini's book ).

How Mussolini brought
about this cooperation
between capital and labour
hangs a tale.

“On October 12, 1925,
the Confederation of
Industrial Employers con-
cluded with Rossont an
agreement known as the
Viodini Palace Pact, so
called from the place
where t h e Fascist Party
had its headquarters and
where the pact was signed.
By the terms of this pact
the industrial confedera-
tion recognised the Fascist
unions as being t he only
representatives of their
workers and promised to
make no agreements with
their workers except
through the Fascist unions :
the latter authorised the
industrialists thenceforth
to ignore the factory
committees elected by the
workers. On October 6,

1926, the Grand Council of -

Fascimapproved the
Viodini Palace Pact and
decided that it should be
consummated by the aboli#
tion of the right to strike’
( Salvemini ).

Salvemini, therefore,
remarks about the sham
natureof ‘cooperation’
between capital and labour
claimed to havebeen
brought about by
Mussolini, thus: “Strikes
are forbidden by law and
punished by a rising scale
of penalties according to
whether they are economic
or sympatheticand whether
they take place in privately
owned or public
enterprises, the maximum
penalty being seven years
imprisonment for a strike
aimed at bringing pressure
to bear upon the public
authorities. Lock-outs are
forbiddentas well as strikes.
This is supposed to be the
proof that equality reigns
between capital and labour,
But since the workers can-
not strike, the employers
have no need of recourse
to the lock-out. If an em-
ployer declares that he can
no longer maintain the
existing volume of employ-
ment in his concern, the
stoppage of work is then
not a lock-out but a closing
down induced by a justi-
fied motive.” To this

Salvemini adds a foot note
quoted from  Lavorod
Italia, Sept. 3, 1929: “Tt
is well known that the em-
ployers can reduce the
number of employees or of
working hours without
closing the factories and
producing a lock-out.”

And that is so, no
wonder that Dr. Paul
Einzig, the bourgeois eco-
nomist and a warmadmirer
of Italian Fascism expres~
sed his jubilation that, ‘‘in
no country was it so easy
as in Italy to obtain a con-
sent of employees to a
reduction of wages.”

(Economic Foundation

of Fascism).

“Italian ‘social peace’
therefore, in the word of
Salvemini, is ‘the passivity
with which manual
workers and clerks
endure wage cuts, unem-
ployment and want.’ And
this passivity is brought
about by the compulsory
arbitration which replaces
strikes, legally enforced on
the workers by the state.
The arbitration means mee-
ting of the representatives
of the employers who are
chosen by them and the
representatives of the
workers who are the
appointed officials of the
Fascist Union, And
Mussolini, boastfully
claimed: “The Fascist
Unions form a great mass
completely under the
control of Fascism and the

government; an mass
that obeys.” (Quoted in
Osborn’s Book).

And how this ‘social
peace’ was brought about
by the Fascists would be
obvious from the following
facts :

In the Corriere della
Sera of March 26, 1932,
Signor Biagi, a high
official in the Confedera-
tion of Fascist Unions
stated : e between
June 1927 and December
1928, wages had fallen by
about 20p.c.; a further
drop of approximately 10
p.cc had taken place in
1929 and in November
1930 there had been a
general downward move-
ment in some cases 18 p.c.
but in particular instances
as much as 25 p.c.; many

( Contd. to Page 3)
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Both The Advanced And The Backward Capitalist Countries

The Economic Base Of Fascism

Are Laying

( Contd. from Page 2)
adjustments had
been made in 1931."
Salvemini's calculation is
that between 1926 to 1934,
the industrial workers lost
at least 40 to 50p.c. of
their wages.

other

Mussolini was getting
the satisfaction: ‘Fortu-
nately, the Italian people
is not yet accustomed to
eat several times a day:
It's standard of living is so
low that it feels scarcity
and suffering less.”

(Quoted in Salvemini’s

book).

Regarding Fascist State
of Italy, Salvemini, there-
fore, comments: ‘‘those
who believe that Mossolini
is leading Italy towards the
left, cite the fact that the
Fascist Corporative State
has done away with the
doctrine and practices of
laissez-faire... .. "

And, ‘“‘the world now-
a-days teems with people
who have fits of enthusiasm
whenever they hear of
state intervention, planned
economy, five year plans
and the end of the laissez-
faire. They do not care
to ask who are the social
groups in whose interests
the state, ie.the burea-
cracy and the party in
power, is to intervene, and
plan. It is for them a
matter of indifference
whether the laissez-faire of
big business is limited in
order to protect the little
fellow and the worker or
whether the laissez-faire of
the little fellow and the
worker is sacrificed to the
interests of big business...

The policy of the
Italian dictatorship during
these years of world crisis
has been no different in
its aim, methods and
results from the policy of
all the governments of the
capitalist countries. The
Charter of labour says
that private enterprise is
“responsible to the State.
In actual fact it is the
State, i.e. the tax payer,
who has become respon-
sible to private enterprise.
In Fascist Italy, the state
pays for the b'unders of
private enterprise. As
long as business was good,
profit remained to private

initiative. When the
depression came, the
government added the loss
to the tax-payers burden.
Profit is private and indi-

vidual. Loss is public and
social.” .....In order to
avert the bankruptcy of

the big concerns that were
on the verge of ruin, the
government created
certain public institutions
to take over the shares
of the rescued companies
and to supervise the com-
panies in question until
they were again in a
healthy condition.

What about the unem-
ployment problem and land
reforms ? They will be
obvious from the following
account given by Salvemini
and fully justifies what
Gentile, the Fascist Philo-
sopher of Italy once said:
“It (Fascism) has often
announced reforms when
the announcement was
politically opportune but
to the execution of which
it, never the less, did not
believe itself to be obliged.”
(Quoted in Osborne's
book).

“...Unemployment was
intense in the first months
of 1922 due to the depres-
sion which Italy, like all
other countries was then
passing through. But
during the rest of 1922 till
1925...France needed to
import Italian labour to
feel the gaps created by
the world war to rebuild
the devastated areas and to
replace German labours in
Alsace-Lorraine...Thus in
those three years the
immigration removed
6 lakhs of workers from
the Italian market. Finally
Mussolini embarked on a
grandiose programme of
public works designed to
impress Italians and for-
eigners with the idea that
something great was going
on. Public works have
always been the preferred
field of action of dictator-
ship, and Italy is no
exception to this ruie.”

‘“Now that the govers
nment was giving employ-
ment to the entire Italian
people on public works or
land reclamation
the peasants no
longer had any need to

" leave the country for the

city in search of work. A
royal decree of December,
24, 1928 instructed the
police to expel from the
cities and send back to
their native parishes all
who had no visible means
of support.

The Corriere Della Sera
July, 11, 1933 published
the news that ‘“‘on coming
back to their native villages
those poor people did not
find a farmer father to
relieve  their hunger.
There were among them it
is true, persons who had
left the country for the
city in quest of adventure
but most of them had gone
to the cities because the
countrty could not give
them a living. In many
cases they had left their
native villages twenty
or thirty years before.”
Without  discrimination,
all were sent back to
starve without hope, far
from the cities. These
measures were described
by Mossolini as the ‘‘re-
duction of wurban

over-
crowding” or “back to
land”.

Summing up the Fascist
rule in Italy, Salvemini
comments :

“The Capitalist proper—
big businessmen, big land-
owners and the upper pro-
fessional classes—would not
be able to survive in Italy
if the masses of the middle,
lower middle and working
classes were not kept in
obedience by no less than
three bureaucracies; the
officers of the regular
army, the civil service and
the officials of the Fascist
Party.

“The state will rescue
the businessmen at the
expense of the tax payers,
but the former must
submit to the supervision of
the state, that is, of the
high civil servant who is
its living embodiment.

In this attempt, the
high civil servant finds
himself as a rule in agree-
ment with the Fascist
leaders. The latter,
almost without exception,
come from the intellectual
lower middle classes and
live on salaries which will
never equal the gains of
those who in Intaly are

called ‘Sharks’. They no
longer depend, as they did
from 1921-26 on the money
of private capitalist.

In Italy, to-day every-
one who wish to live an
untroubled life must be-
come a member of the
party and pay a yearly
contribution in proportion
to his means. The officials
of the party have there-
fore their own revenues.
Even the Fascist militia is
no longer maintained like
the Fascist bands of the
early times, by the sulksidies
of the bankers, big land-
owners and big business-
men. It is supported by
the taxpayers...the Fascist
unions have put into the
hands of the Fascist leaders
a formidable instrument
which has hitherto been
used to bring pressure to
bear upon the employers,
but which could also be
used against the employers
if they dared to come in
conflict with the Fascist

Chieftains. If the capita-
lists stopped plaving the
policy of the party, the
party could easily steer to
the left. Thus although
the employers are protec-
ted, they are intimidated
at the same time”.

The people of Italy,
therefore, tested during the
Fascist rule, the true
essence of the Hegelian
ethical state defined by
Gentile the Fascist philoso-
pher. According to which
definition, “the only free-
domthat can be taken
seriously is that of the state
and of the individual within
the state.”

When we turn to
Germany, we find the same
picture. The purpose of
the corporate organisation
has been defined by Dr.
Ley, chief of the German
Labour Front in the same
manner, as follows :

“Our corporate organisa-
tion will as its first work
restore absolutely, leader-
ship to the natural leader
of the factory that is the
employer and will at the
same time  place full
responsibility on him...only
the employer can decide"”
{ Fundamental ideas on
Corporate Organisation—
Osborne quoted in hisbook),
and Hitler said : “There,

does not exist a capitalist
system The employers
have worked their way up
to the top by their
industry and efficiency.
And by virtue of this
selection which shows that
they belong to a higher
type they have the right
to lead. Every leader of
the industry will forbid
any intetference by a
factory council”. { Quoted
in R. P. D’s book ).

So the leader in indus-
try is the employer and is
responsible for making
decision “In all matters
affecting the establish-
ment'’ which he owns and
operates as ‘“‘an adminis-
trator of public property
and should use their capi-
tal” in such a way as “to
make it yield profits
correspondingto the
necessities of national
business’'.

Brady comments: “In
order to make profits
without interference, from
labour it was necessary to
coordinate spirit to the
Nazi World Outlook—
this required a double-
edged programme. First,
destroy the trade unions,
eleminate class war and
neutralise all opposition
to the employers—destroy
in short, ‘Marxism'
and ‘Communism’. Second,
to see that the gaze of the
masses was diverted from
the material to the ideal
values of the nation
(Weltan —Schanung
Writer). And about the
Second, Brady makes
an important remark
which is worth mentioning.
It is *‘to take advantage of
one of the most interesting
scientific discoveries of the
modern age—that non-
commercial incentives
promote labour efficiently
than do commercial.”

So, “In order to see
that all officials, major and
minor, of the Labour
Front should be par
manent, fanatical idealistic
preachersof National
Socialism, the Labour
Front was placed under the
direct supervision of the
National Socialist Party and
its organisation, patterned
very closely after that of
its spiritual parent. The
identification between the
two is practically complete.

(Contd. to Page 4)
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Social Democracy Is The Last Prop Of Capitalism In The Present
Era Of Decay Of Imperialism And Proletarian Revolution

(Contd. from Page 3)

Asley, Leader of the
Labour Front, stated in an
ad.iress tothe foreign
newspaper reporters...---
‘the management of the
Libour Front is in the
tands of the National
Socialist German Labour
Party as regards its struc-
ture and its regional divi-
sions’ and ‘as regards
organisation and personnel,
but especially as regards
policy.’

Ley, himself is simultane-
ously organisation Leader
of the Nazi Party and
Niational Leader of the
Labour Front. The thirty-
three regional offices as
well as the district, local
and cell offices of the two
orginisations are in the
same places, and in each
the Leader of the Party
Office is ex officio leader in
the Lab>ur Front Office.”

As to the .economic
policy, ““the sanctions on
which capitalistic business
enterprise rests have not
been disturbed in any
significant  sense...‘rights’
of property, free contract,
pursuit of profit and the
exercise of individual
buisness initiative have not
been at any place seriously
abridged. The official
literature, in fact,
approves of these ‘elemen-
tai rights’, as the founda-
tion-stones for the new
econcmic system of the
Thitd Reich. The simple
rule laid down that no
businessman shall behave
dishonourably with respect
to business and marketing
policies means nothing
more than that, ‘fair
competition® shall be the
rule, not the exception. ...
No businessman in Ger-
many, nor any important
governmental official is to
be found who doubts that
‘good business’ is identical
with service to the
‘common good’ and that
‘good business’ means profi-
table business......-Not only
have the fundamentals of
capitalistic economy not
been disturbed, but, in the
second place, none of its
orgwnisational forms been

seriously altered The
combines have not been
broken up, the trade

associations have not been
dissolved, and that cartels
function as before. All of
the big combines of indus-
try and trade continue to

function as usual. Siemens
and Halske and the
German General Electric

have remained intact and
undiminished in size or
influence. The  gigantic
united works was reorgani-
sed, its capital written
down and certain proper-
ties separately segre ga=
ted....--In fact, with few
exceptions the combines
have not only not dimin=
shed in number and im-
portance, but have either
held their own or
considerablyex panded
their influence...... True,
the Government has been
expanding its activities in
some directions, but
mainly where there is no
talk of competition with
private enterprise, and
witlh an eye to providing
businessmen with effective
guarantees against losses.”

( Brady—Same book )

About unemployment
and land problems, we
would give an account as
to how Hitler tried to
solve them. They are parti-
cularly of interest in view
of the facts that almost
same kind of ‘solution’ is to
be noticed in the promises
and programme of the
bourgeois politicians in
other countries, especially

after the Second World
War.
Hitler boasted about

agrarian programme thus :

“..if this regime can
carry through the objec-
tives which 1 have laid
before you then the
peasantry will become the
supporting foundation for
anew kingdom of Blood
and Soil.” Specifically,
the programme means:
(1) to counteract rural
proletarianisation and the
threat of agricultural
revolt ; (2) to provide a
loyal peasant counter-
weight to the radical
urban proletariat and (3)
to promote the military
defences of the country.

...... this means giving
every labourer some land,
however small and atta-
ching him through his

new globe, simultaneously
to his ‘natare chosen’
occupation...and to his
‘locale’ and thereby
preventing ‘certain
number of surplus
peasants’ from drifting to
the towns......‘The centre
of the rural settlement
programme is in the east...
where bulk of the land......
remained in the hands of
large estate owners collec-
tively known as the
Junkers ...

*“...Since  agricultural
revolt is associated with
proletarianisation the focal
points of unrest, associated
with gangs of labour on
the large estates, are to be
liquidated asfar as possible.
The limit to such liquida-
tion is assumed to be that
point where there is a

proper relation between
land  supply for the
necessary  nobility and

labour supply can be
drawn from the lower
ranks of middle class
farmers, peasants and
rural trades people.

“All  the estates in
words, are not to be
broken up. In practice
this means only those
which are bankrupt and
whose owners are willing
to sell In order
cleared of indebtedness
and thus enabled to retire
with substantial annuities
to one of the large cities
of local towns. The estates
broken up are to be so
divided as to create small
villages and cross roads
community centres.”

How important is the
warning of our beloved
leader Comrade Shibdas
Ghosh about this social
democratic trickery. Let
us remember his important
teaching :

“Now if we find that
those political parties who
are known as Marxist-
Leninist are also suggesting
the same type of land
reform policy of distribu-
tion of land to the tillers
as the only solution of
agricultural problem which
in fact means to confine
and arrest the multitude
of rural population with a
very small holding of land
in a half-fed and half-clad

condition when we must

to be

understand that these poli-
tical parties are not essen-
tially different from the
bourgeois parties...... This
isa method of confining
the entire village popula~
tion with 1,2, or 3 bighas
of land in a half-clad and
half-fed condition just like
the uncivilised men of the
primitive age. This 1
understand may be a task
of the agents of capitalism
getting no way out in face
of the constant threat of
unemployment problem
but how can it be the pro-
gramme of those who
claim themselves as
Marzxist-Leninist ?”
(Proletarian Era-Vol 7
No. 19 : 15.0,74)

Along with this pro-
gramme of ‘small peasant
land economy’ in Hitler’s
Germany was tied the
programme  of ‘Land
Service and Land Help
which were nothing but
devices to keep the youth
of employable age engaged
under the Nazis slogans of
‘Coordination of Labour’
and ‘coordination of youth',
The principal objective of
these programme was ‘‘to
provide free labour for
rural reclamation projects
and tor supplying direct
servant help to peasants
and peasants’ wives (the
latter two come under
‘Land Help' by young men
and women'’s free service—
Writer)...sent out by Nazi
party having inished
boarding school and uni-
versity education.”

In support of this so-
called agrarian programme
the Nazi propaganda were
the following. “It was
contended that small-size
form was technically supe.
rior to the large estates,
that the peasantry were
inherently more national-
minded and hence more
reliable in the event of war
then the other classes, that
a peasant system was eco-
nomically more stable in
time of crisis, that a
growing peasantry would
enfarge the internal market
for machinery and other
manufactured goods, that
intensive cultivation of the
soil would make Germany
more nearly self-sufficient
in her food and agricul.

tural rawmaterials supplies,
that the country must
depend for population in-
crease on high rural birth
rates .and so forth.”
—(Brady —emphasis addcd).

Summarising the three
principal socio-economic
problems which c¢an be
invariably found in all the
relatively under-developed
bourgeois countries,
Comrade Shibdas Ghosh,
our beloved leader and
teacher and an eminent
Marxist thinker of the era,
offers us the most valuablz
guidance :

“.....the main thres
questions, the question of
solution of unemployment
problem, the question of
modernisation of agricul-
ture and also the questions
of uninturrupted indus-
trial development—all
these questions are closely
related with the question
of overthrow of the capita-
list economic system and
the capitalist state struc-
ture as a whole. So...the
revolution is a revolution
for overthrowing capita-
lism, for removing the
bourgeois  from state
power.....evadin g this
fundamental question znd
avoiding this main task
under what so-ever pretext
under what-so-ever varie-
tiesof the theories—mezn
in effect protecting the
capitalist system and help
the fascist tricks to win in
hoodwinking the masses."

Brady's comments cn
these so-called Nazi argu
ments will be nothing new
tothose who are acquainted
with the brilliant analyses
on land questions of our
beloved leader and teacher

and an eminent Marxist
thinker of the era,
Comrade Shibdas Ghosh.

Still, we quote them as they
may have some bearing
on the particular historic
experiment.

Brady says: .. .Agri-
cultural self-sufficiency is
out of the question. What
can be gained along this
line is of relative unimpor-
tance for other than short-
term reasons and then it
comes more from ‘pulling
in the belt'—by resuffling
popufation’ and getting

(Contd. to Page 6)
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In Memorium

( Contd. from Page 1)

creates such a persona*
lity...

“...1 say that strugsle
will again appear, today or
tomorrow. But if politics
is wrong, if ideology is
wrong, if in struggles
ethics, morality are absent,
people will fight, people
will burst out in anger but

movement will proceed
not far. A movement be-
comes decisive, becomes

invincible and reaches its
logical culmination—even
if insignificant at the out-
set but gaining in strength
it becomes victorious at
the end—only when it is
based on correct ideal,
correct politics and when
it is tuned to a definite and
a very high ethical-cultural
standard.

“...Not in pulpit speech-
es, not in simple preaching,
but the real necessity of an
ideal lies in awakening and
changing the people by
bringing them with its
golden touch in the midst
of struggle and shaking the
very foundation of the
decadent ethics and
culture, inherited from the
old society and creating a
new man in body, mind and
culture. The question of
ethics, culture and ideology
is so important as it makes
men worthy of the revolu-
tionary struggle to bring
about a change of the
gociety.

‘.. The revolution shall
surely have to wait till the
proletariat can transform
themselves to make them
fit for accomplishing the

task of revolution. If the
workers cannot change
themselves, cannot build

themselves worthy of the
revolution then by slogans
alone, by laying their lives
even, they will not be able
to bring about revolution.
SUCI is a firm believer of
this essence of revolu-
tionary teachings. And as
because we believe in this
essence of revolutionary
teachings, so in SUCI, not
only Subodhbabu but, if
you enquire you will find
that none can become a
first-ranking leader in
our party whocannot
surrender his everything
personal—happily and
unconditionally—even his
affection, his love, his sex,
his family to the party for

tion

“.To preach and
talk of revolution outside
without having any bear=
ing on inner life cannot
suffice. Succeed or not—
weareto constantly
conduct struggle to inspire
the members of our family
with our revolutionary
thoughts and ideals.
Revolution outside and not
inside the family, no!
Subodhbabu was a veher
ment and glaring protest
a gainstit. Subodhbabu
with all his life has brought
this valuable lessons that
despite immense sacrifice,
it was due to this falsehood
and pretension that the
door of our liberation
could not be opened up.
Leaders appeared in the
past and will appear time
and again but as the leader-
ship, the struggle and our
activities could not be
freed from the ominous
influence of pretension
and falsehood despite
tremendous sacrifice,
could not achieve our
emancipation.”

we

?e interest of the revolu- Comrade Fatik GhOSh Demands

mmediate S;oppage Of Anti-
Labour Policy Of The Employers

Comrade Fatik Ghosh,
Secretary West Bengal
State Committee of UTUC
( Lenin Sarani) expressed
his deep anxiety in course
of a statement, “According
to a special estimate of the
labour department of the
state government, 17,000
workers have lost their
jobs on account of closure
of 206 small and big indus-
tries till 7th August 1975
last. Industries numbering
29 are under lock out
rendering 18,000 workers
jobless. Due to lay-off in
8 industries 10,000 workers
have lost jobs. In another
industry due to lay-off
3,000 workers are jobless.
Because of strike by 1800
workers, 12 industries are
closed for some time,
Hindusthan Iron and Steel
Co. at Dum Dum have
retrenched, laid of and
suspended about 250
workers defying govern-

SUCI OBSERVES THE 69 FOOD
MOVEMENT MARTYRS" DAY

Calcutta : On the 31st
August, in a solemn
atmosphere, the
Martyrs’ Day in memory
of the immortal martyrs of
the food movement of
1959—w a s celebrated at
Raja Subodh Mallick
Square at 9-30 A M,
under the auspices of SUC
and different fraternal
mass-organisations.

At the inception, the
SUCI volunteers paid Red
Salute with closed fists,
the greatest honour of the
toiling people—to the
martyrs, and raised the
slogan ‘The immortal
martyrs of the food move-
ment—we shall never
forget you' : to accomplish
the tasks for which the
workers, peasants, students
and youths laid their lives
in the food-movement in
the year 1959 they also
pledged for the movement
for introducing allout
state~trading of food-grains
and raised the slogan—
“Introduce all-out State-
trading of food-grains.”

After this, was started
the placing of wreaths on
the Martyr's Column and

paying homage to them.
At the begining Comrade
NiharMukherijee,
Secretary of the West
Bengal State Committee of
SUCI paid his homage on
behalt of the State
Committee and placed the
wreath Thereafter others
placed their wreaths one

by one. Among them,
were Com. Ashutosh
Banerjee, Secretary

CalcuttaDistrict
Committee S U C I, Com.
Ganesh Das Gupta on be-
half of UTUC (Lenin
Sarani) State Committee,
Comrade Yakub Poilan
Secretary KKMF
Com. Bhaskar Gupta, AID-
SO State Committee, Com.
Abdur Rouf of DY State
Committee, C o m. Badal
Mukherjee, Mahila
Sanskritik Sangha, C o m.
Menoka BasuRoy
Pathikrit, Com. Sourav
Bose Komsomal, Com.
Mihir Roy, AIDSO Calcutta
District, C om. Kartick
Saha BPTA Calcutta

District, Com.- Sujoy

Bhattacharya Ganadabi
Printers &  Publishers,
ShriRatan Sen Gupta

ment'sorder. National
Engineering Works at
Belgatchia, Saha Industries
at Jessore Road, Industrial
Trading Corporation at
Lock gate Road, Iepat
Corporation at Liluah
(Howrah) etc. etc. are
resorting to lay-offs, lock-
outs, retrenchments and
suspensions. Workers'
unions of the above indus-
tries, affiliated to UTUC
(Lenin Sarani) are fighting
to resist the onslaughts of
the employers valiantly.
Apart from the above
industries, the workers of
the United Cereal Products
Ltd. (controlledand
financed by Industrial
Reconstruction  Corpn. )
are not receiving their pay
from the month of June till
today. A good number of
workers of Patelnagore
Minerals and Industries
Private Ltd. at
Mohammadbazar P.S. at
Birbhum, are for quite a
long time under retrench-
ment. The employers are
not paying any heed to the
tripartite conciliations. At
the Shipping Corporation
of India Ltd. at Strand
Road, Calcutta, many
workers have been retren-
ched till Aug, 1st. About
1,000 workers of Kohinoor
Art Press P. Ltd. and
Kohinoor Binding works
Ltd. are rendered jobless.
The jute and textile owners
torcing extra burden of
work on the workers, are
bringing cut in working
strength as well assqueezing
the scope of employment
in the state.”

Comrade Fatik Ghosh

further added, “The con-
cerned authorities mus t

Annyachoke News weekly,
Com. Sadhan Muzumdar of
Dum Dum Local
Committee of SUCIland
many others from numbers
of mass organisations.

The function was con-
cluded with spontaneous
slogan from the common
people rallied around—
‘“Red Salute to Immortal
Martyrs of Food Move-
ment of 1959, “Valiant
Martyrs—we did not
forget you, will never
forget you''!

take necessary firm steps
in order to save the situa-
tion that has arisen out of
the non-compliance of
conciliation decisions
reached at the government
level even at a time of

emergency where according
declared

should
not be hampered in any

way.

to government's

policy production

Martyrs’ Day
Observed
by AIDSO

Ina solemn atmosphere,
the West Bengal State
Committee of the All India
Democratic Students Orga-
nisation obeerved the
Martyrs' Day, like
every year, to pay homage
to the student Martyrs
who were killed in the food
movement of Ist
September, 1959. Ina
ceremony, held at Subodh
Mallick Square, wreaths
were placed at Martyrs,
memorial alter by Com.
Sujit Bhattasali on behalf
of the West Bengal State
Committee of the All India
DSO, Comrade Robin
Samajpati on behalf of the
CalcuttaDistrict
Committee, Com. Nibedita
Sahaon behalf of the
Jogomaya Devi Girls
College Students’ Union,
Com. Sandhya Sirker on
behalf of the Muralidhar
Girls’ Colle g e Students
Union, Comrade Ashim
Pramanik on behalf of
Surendra Nath College,
Com. Subhankar Banerjee
on behalf of Presidency
College, Comrade Satyen
Bhattacharya on behalf of
Dum Dum Local
Committee, Com. ‘Pronab
Maity on behalf of
Kiddirpore Local
Committee, Com. Swapan
Saha on behalf of Behala
Local Committee, Sri Balai
Mahinta on behalf of
Behala Sahid Kshudiram
Smriti Pathagar, Jaishini
Barman on behalf of
Ashutosh College.

The meeting which was
scheduled to be held at
Subodh Mallick Square on
this occassion could not be
held due to unavoilable
circumstances.
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(Contd.from Page 4)
people  accustomed to
lower standards of living—
than by expanding produc-
tion, Nor again are domes-
tic markets apt to be
expanded by ruralisation
of only ten /ak more peo.
ple working on a base
subsistence margin....There
is no reason to believe that
under a system of
scientific agronomy
andmechanisation
of operations the estates
would not be ih every
significant respect superior
to the small peasant forms.
In fact, some of the experi-
ments conducted by the
National Bureau for
Technique in Agriculture....
before the coming of the
Nazi regime would seem
to indicate that 7he peasant
system of agriculture was
extremelyinefficient
compared to pooled and
communally formed hold-
ing. So far as technique
is concerned there is no
reason why the big estates
could not be formed just as
efficiently as could the
pooled peasant holdings.”

( Brady—Same book-pp
250-53.).

The Nazi programme
for elimination of unem-
ployment runs about as
follows :

“...nanincreasing

percentage of t h e youth
coming of employable age
will be absorbed into the
army, the Nazi Party, and
given positions in the
various government
services. Propaganda
through direct control
over the Hitler Youth
Organisations,and
indirectly via news-papers
and the general cultural
programme, will mould the
youth into the Nazi
pattern. So long as the
bulk of the younger
generation can be kept out
of the normal channels of
employment, the army of
unemployed will tend
gradually toshrink through
decimation of their ranks
because of accident and old
age. Of those who remain
to be employed, the politi-
cally ‘reliable’ portion will
be given part-time work
in the factories and allowed
to supplement their earn-
ings with produce grown
on small szttlement hold-
ings. The women will be

End to Social

drawn off the market by a
special programme com-
bining marriage loans with
preferential treatment
given to the men in
factory and office employ-
ment......The balance will
be put to ‘Compulsory
Labour’ in the more
normal sense of the term,
or scattered so as to no
longer constitute a politi=
cal thieat to the ruling
regime. The children of
labour attached to plants
will be so far as they are

not drawn into the
military and political
services, expected to in-

herit the jobs of their
fathers when the latter are
notable to maintain
factory tempo.” Comrade
Shibdas Ghosh, our beloved
leader wants us to take
appropriate lesson from
this particular historic
experience. He has laid
bare the heinous cons-
piracy of the ruling
bourgeois class to destroy
the moral and ethical
fibres of the unemployed
youths of a country and
turn them into the
musclemen behind fascist

movement. Comrade
Ghosh has shown :

‘“......battalion of unem-
ployed youths, particularly
coming from the middle
class families opt unethical
means of livelihood under
the impact of crisis of
life and being pressed upon
by presence of circum-
stances. This is also a part
of wider conspiracy of the
ruling capitalist class
against the youths of the
country. How did fascism
come into being in
Europe? When the
bourgeois rulers and the
capitalists of those
countries who amassed
huge capitals found that
they were unable to solve
the problem of unemploy-
ment—they made a cons-
piracy of ‘killing two birds
with a single stone’. They
felt thatif t h e s e unem-
ployed young men were
educatedand cultured
then it would not be
impossible for th e m out
of sheer grievances against
the society to give birth to

the thoughts of revolution.
So what they did was to
kill that aspect of educas

End to Capitalism Without Putting an

Democratism

tion and culture which was
vitally concerned with
morality and ethics on the
one hand and to purchase
a section of young men
with money, for pushing
them to dishonest path of
livelihood on the other.”
(P. Era—Vol. 8. No.?7
Dec, 1, '74.)

Summing upand drawing
the essence of the fascist
economic progra mme,
Brady therefore comes to
the conclusion that, “......
Laissez-faire capitalism
in other words, has been
giving way to control
capitalism, with the clear
and unmistakable implica-
tion of ultimate exercise
of deliberate, formal and
all-inclusivemonopoly
powers ; power to control
policy relative to wages,
unions, pricessmarkets,
production, investment
and other features of
business strategy has been,
is being, and gives every
indication of continuing to
be centralised throughout
the entire business world,
and in every capitalist
country. The tendency is
to all intents and purposes,
well nigh universal, uni-
directional and quite
inevitable.”

{ Brady—samebook )

In the ‘New German
State’ in which the
government and business
are fused together—there
must, according to the
Nazis, be a strong internal
unity between State and
‘culture.’

There is no mistaking
the intent. “For the
National Socialist State,
culture is the affair of the
nation.”” It is the “means
for spiritual leadership and
requires, therefore, to be
positively manipulated in
order that all may be
educated to a sense of
responsibility which pro-
motes the shaping of the
nation.” In this state,
culture will no longer be
under the influence of
“changing opalescent
votingmajoritiesand

coalitions, but under a
fixed, definite, absolute
law......”"

The will of the state is

" the “will of the people”

and this is not to be found

“on the surface of daily
life and in day by day
interests’” but only where
“the final and partially
unconsciouslonging is
formed... - the national
soul.” { Quoted in Brady’s
book ).

But this authority can-
not be determined by vote,
by popular election, by
respresentation of the
people, nor by allowing
them any will in the
determination of policy.
The Nazis have done away
with all these things. “The
so-called elections still are
not elections but plebis-
cites”’, says Brady.

“The Nazi's say that

...»out of the ‘national
soul' emerges the law from

<

which the National Socialist
leader derives his legi-
timation and his policies.
He is not thus an organ
of will superior to the
people but ‘instrument of
the will of the people
which exists in him’ :.......
who knows the direction.”
{ Quoted in Brady's book ).

Similarly, according to
the press law of the Fascist
state, ‘‘there shall be no
State press established, but
that there shall be under
definite conditions, free
and voluntary co-operation,
will assure the fulfilment
of its tasks in the sense of

the leading idea of the
press,””  Hitler answers
those demanding ‘press

freedom’ thus: “It is in the
interest of the people and
the State to prevent
to prevent great mass ot
the people ( who believe
everything that they read)
from falling into the hands
of bad, ignorant, or ever-
willing educators. Accor-
dingly the State has the
duty of overseeing all edu-
cation and preventing all
misdemeanours. It must
pay...especial attention to
the press...since its influ-
ence over the class of man-
kind is especially strong
and effective~In the uni-
formity and eternal repiti-
tion of this instruction,
lies an unheard of signifi-
cance ... The state dare not
forget that all media have
a duty to serve which...
flunkis of a so-called ‘press
freedom’ dare not be
allowed to confuse.”’ (Italics
in the original, quoted by
Brady).

And finally the words
of Dr. Goebbles who was
in charge of an elaborate
and apparently very effec-
tive intelligence service
whereby he was able to
“keep in close and constant
touch with all expressions
of opinion and all changes
in popular moods whether
these centre around large
national problems or
whether they are focussed
on minutiae of administra=
tive routine in the most
out of the way corner of
the Reich.” Goebbles said :
“We wish to put our ears
to the soul of the people.”
( Quoted By Brady ).

No wonder, that the
German national philos-
pher, Alfred Baismeler
asserted that “with the
Nazi seizure of power the
period of Hegelian striving
was at an end. Hitler had
transformed Hegel's ‘idea
into reality.”

These are, in short, the
essential features of the
much-boasted  Corporate
State of the Fascists
( neither capitalism, nor
communism, the third
method) which the
German  Social Democrat
theoretician E. Conze was
advocating for adoption to
the left-wing bourgeois
politician and the Social
Democratic Parties outside
Germany. He was defining
Fascism, being the “orga-
nised attempt to introduce
socialist planning with the
consent of Big business”
(quoted by R.P. Dutt in
his book). No doubt, by
‘socialist planning’ this
social-democrat was
betraying his concept of
‘Socialism which was noth=
ing other than ‘bourgeois
socialism’. However, Conze
was not alone in the
matter of giving enthusia=
stic support to the Fascist
experiments in Italy and
Germany. Rather, they
got immediate favourable
response from the left-wing
of the British Labour
Party. G. D. H. Cole as
an exponent of this circle,
wrote a book ‘“What Karl
Marx Really Meant” and
came to the conclusion
that the ‘revolt’ of the
petty bourgeoisie—which
was according to him, the
foundation of the Fascist
movement, had rendered

(Contd. to Page 7)
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Fascism, A Historically-Conditioned Form Of Counter-Revolution,
An Anticipatory Move To Stave Off Revolution

(Contd. from Page 6)

“Marx’s analysis of the
class struggle fought out
between the workers a n d
the capitalists’ obsolete.
Because, Cole, observed
that t he petit-bourgeois
class, reacts to the decay of
capitalism by “becoming
determined to defend it...
at all costs against the
exponents of equality, by
reconstructing it on a basis
which will subordinate the
conduct of large-scale
industry and finance to
their claims.”

‘What does Cole mean
by ‘reconstructing’ of capi-
talism ? Cole said : ¢
policy of high wages,
designed to enable capita-
lism to escape fr om its
inherenttendency toa
failure to employ the
resources of production to
the full”, involves “‘a com-
pletely centralised control
of all the vital factors in
the economic system” and
urged the Fascists to tread
this line and to ‘“‘construct
a new type of capitalism,
upon a basis consistent
with the further develop-
ment of the powers of

production.” Mr. Cole
prescribed: “.Great
Britain may succeed in

establishing a form of
parliamentary socia lis m
which will leave large
elements of capitalism still
in operation and he
distinguished from
the system dominated
by th e petit-bourgeoisie
less in its mechanism than
in the nature of the forces
which are in control
(Quoted by John Strachey
in his book “The Nature
of Capitalist crisis’-—ch.
XXI11).

So, the specific pres-
criptions of Mr. Cole for
salvaging capitalism from
its inherent crises are a

policy of high wages,
“completely centralised
control of all the vital

factors in the economic
system'’, “a parliamentary
socialism” which will
“leave large elements of
capitalism” —meaning
thereby, capitalist owner-
ship of means of produc-
tion, maximisation of profit
as motive of production
and the capitalist relation

of production in tact,
while resorting to devices
like planning, socialist
postures and radical voca-
bularies like the Fascists.
In short, it will be a
Socialism in form but
capitalist exploitation iIn
kernel.

Pointing out this his-
torical experiences of
Fascism in Italy and
Germany, Austria etc., and
drawing the correct lessons
very much Iimportant in
our time, Comrade Shibdas
Ghosh, our beloved leader
and teacher and one of the
foremost Marxist thinker
of the era, has taught that
it is social democracy
which prepared the ground
for the emergence of
fascism everywhere.
Fascism  originated in
‘Social Patriotism’ prea-
ched by the Social Demo-
cratic Parties during and
after the First World War
in order to exploit the
patriotic and  socialist
sentiments of the peoples
in the interests of the im-
perialist war conducted by
the capitalist states. The
originators of fascist
movement took up the
cudgels left by the Social-
Democratic Parties and in-
corporated social demo-
cratic programmes in their
Party manifestoes.

So, Europe, once found
in Mussolini and Hitler
and their fascist move-
ments a shrewed admixture
of the style of movement
and loose vocabularies of
the Communist Parties
with the tirade of the social
democrats  against the
revolutionary proletarian
movement.
Social-Democracy, the

last prop of decadent
capitalism.It is impossi-
ble to put an end to
capitalism without
putting an end to social
democratism.

Social Democracy is the
last prop of capitalism in
the present era of decay
of imperialism and of
proletarian revolution and
through it fascism is en-
trenching itself in different

capitalist countries in
diverse forms.

Social Democratic
Paties, renouncing the

path of proletarian inter-
nationalism and the revo-
lutionary kernel of commu-
nism havedonned the cloak
of ‘National Socialism or
Nationalised Socialism’
and thereby consummated
the burial of their past
link with the main stream
of the revolutionary prole-
tarian movement.

From the political
angularity and purpose,
Hitler's ‘National Socia-
lism’ had no fundamental
difference with the ‘Demo-
cratic Socialism’, which is
now the catch-word of all
the social-democrats.

The social democratic
parties, from their more
intimate connection with
people’s revolutionary
thoughts, ideas and move-
ments knew better than
the ordinary bourgeois
democrats the inherent
weaknesses of bourgeois
democracies. They are
quite aware that mere
brow-beating and use of
coercive instruments will
sure to fail to steam the
tide of growing revolu-
tionary consciousness and
ferment of people's revolu-
tionary struggles which
will sweep clear the bour-
geois state machine totter-
ingatits last leg of defence.
So, putting on the mark
of ‘Socialism’ or sometimes

Communism, these social
democratic parties come
forward to rescue the

bourgeoisie and their state
machine by urging them to
reconstruct the bourgeois
democracies with decep-
tive slogans and so forth.
Peaceful attainment of
socialism through bour-
geois Parliament and

keeping intact the bour-
geois state machine,
‘Aggressive nationalism’,

social peace and ‘Demo-
cratic Socialism’ become
thus the clap-traps of the
social-democratic  radical
bourgeois  politicians to
dupe the masses.

So, it is hundred times
correct today what Stalin
said :

“It is impossible to put
an end to capitalism with-
out putting an end to
Social-Democratism."”

But, the inexorable law
of development puts the
capitalist productive system
into the contradiction
between productive
forces and productive rela-
tion which expresses itself
inthe contradiction
between growing produc-
tive power consequent on
accumulation a nd falling
profitability of capital and
this cannot be solved
within the -capitalist
system itself. And taking
either of the horns will
mean leaving t h e other
horn to come inexorably
from the other end.

We have already shown
that the Fascists in Italy
and Germany adopted the
drastic cut in wage. rates
as the means to get out of
the crisis t h at unfolded
later into the Great
Depression. Momenturily
they succeeded in giving a
boost to investment, but
the results were disastrous.

The American journal,
the ‘New Republic’ wrote:
“The crisis in Italy lasted
eight years as against four
in other countries’’. The
Italian Parliamentary
Committee stated in April
1932 : ‘It is necessary to
face the hard reality—that
for Italy too the crisis has
become more serious, more
wide-spread and more
cruel.”

( Quoted in Osborne’s
book ).

And the ‘great protago-
nist' of fascism, Muosolini
was musing :  “The situa-
tion has grown considerably
worse through the world,
including Ttaly...the state
cannot perform miracles.
Not even Mr. Hoover, the
most powerful man in the
richest country in the
world has succeeded in
putting his house in
order’.

(Quoted in R. P, D’s
book ).

After th us consoling,
Mussolini was spelling out
something very important,
something very significant
whose inner meaning and
significance was lost on the
working class leadership of
different countries in the
world.

Said the Dictator : “We

come to the last question—
canthe corporative
principle be applied in
other countries? There
is no doubt about it. As
there is a general crisis of
capitalism, solution by the
corporate state seems to be
necessary in other
countries".

( R. P. D's book—TItalics
ours ),

What Mussolini was
telling by this? He
was telling the historic
reality that in the era of
general crisis which was to
develop into the third
phase of general crisis or
overall crisis of world capi-
talism, after the second
world war, who ever would
try to defend capitalism
would have inevitably to
resort to fascism, know-
ingly or unknowingly. The
development of histor y
leaves no other middle
course in between Fascism
or moribund capitalism on
its last leg of defence—and
scientificsocialism or
communism. Mussolin i
was merely uttering t his
realityin an inverted
manner.

Fascism, a historically-
conditioned form of
counter-revolution, an
anticipatory move to
stave off revolution.

But this historical rea-
lity could not elude th e
grasp of Comrade Shibdas
Ghosh, our beloved leader
and teacher and an eminent
Marxist thinker of this
era.

Long back in 1948-49,
he was cautioning the
working-class movement
about this historic reality
by his penetrating a nd
illuminating analyses of the
different facets of fascism,
its economic, social,
cultural, political features
or devices, its ideological-
cultural roots within social
life that are to be fought
resolutely. Let us recall
some of his valuable teach-
ings heree Comrade
Shibdas Ghosh showed :

Fascism is a historically
conditioned form of
counter-revolution in
which Capitalism seeks to
stave off revolution by an
anticipatory move.
In a definite conjun-

( Contd. to Page 8)
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It Is Not Conservatism But Social
Democracy That Has The Political
Danger Of Fascism In It

(Contd. from Page 7)

cture of circumstances
when the normal form of
its economic organisation,
institution and
administrative apparatus
fails to cope with the
mounting capitalist _crisis,
when it becomes next to
impossible to maintain any
amount of stability of
market and earn macxi-
mum profit, when the
masses of the people, hard-
hit by insecurity in life
due to crisis, feel the
necessity of a change of
the existing condition, the
bourgeoisie, in order to
maintain the most effective
operation of the basic law
of maximum profit of capi-
talist economy under the
circumstances, throws aside
all veils of class dictator-
ship, which parliamentary
democracy puts on. These
historical conditions impart
to fascism some common
characteristics, which are
its disintegrating features.
They are mainly economic
centralisation, maximum
concentration of political
power in the state, rigid
finance in administration—
all leading to more and
more identification of the
interests of the monopolists
with that of the state and
cultural regimentation.......
And the same process of
concentration of private
capital, development of
state capital, fusion of the
two into state monopoly
capitalism and reduction to
the maximum of mutual
competition between
individualcapitalists
through planning etc. as is
found in the advanced
capitalist countries is at
work in the backward
countries also, though for
different pur p oses. The
powerful capitalist
countries h av e taken to
militarised economy and
centralization of capital to
get out of their crisis in
over production, € xc e S §
capital and market whereas
t h.e backward capitalist
countries are after concens
tration of capital and plann-
ing in order to achieve rapid
indu s t rial development,

political

catch up with the powerful
capitalist countries and
emerge as their strong
competitors in the foreign
.market. But all the same
both the advanced ana the
backward capitalist
countries, are, thereby,
laying the economic base of
fascism.

[Comrade Shibdas Ghosh—
‘Call of the Hour'
Socialist Unity, Vol. 1 No.
1 (New Series) July, 1975—
emphasis in the originall.
Comrade Ghosh also
warned the working class
against a popular miscon-
ception circulated f rom
Social Democratic circles
that the danger of fascism
comes from the conserva-
tive section of the
bourgeoisie, by
showing from historical
experiences that ‘‘fascism
requires for its growth and
development, mass-backing.
It is impossible to have the
support of the people,
unless their imagination
can be captured and senti-
ment won over........To
capture the imagination of
the people and enlist their
voluntary support is
needed a relatively radical
programme, containing
socialist promises to the
people and patriotic plati-
tudes, which Social Demo-
cracy furnishes. In fact,
it is not conservatism but
Social democracy, that has
t he political danger of
fascism in it...fascism bases
itself on nationalism, class
barmony and so-called need
for union of all classes as
also on hostility to all non-
‘nationalistic socialism and
especially to communism.
Social-Democracy on these
points, hardly differs from
fascism. Before the rising
of fascism, social-demo-
cracy had propagated these
very idea and thereby
prepared the grounds for
fascism. In conclusion,
fascism grew and developed
within the womb of Social-
Democratism. If it was
true in the pre-war days,
it is thousand times more
true now. Because, Social-
Democracy is the last prop
of capitalism in the present

From The Manifesto Of The

Communist Party
—K. Marx and F. Engels

......The proletarian is
without property; his
relation to his wife and
children has no longer any-
thing in common with the
bourgeois family relations ;
modern industrial labour,
m‘od er n subjection to
capital, the same in
England as in France, in
America as in Germany,
has stripped him of every
trace of national character.
Law, morality, religion are
to him so many bourgeois
prejudices, behind which
lurk in ambush just as
many bourgeois interests.

All the preceeding
classes that got the upper
hand, sought to fortify
their already acquired
status by subjecting society
at large to their condition

proletarians can not
become masters of the
productive forces of the

society, except by abolish-
ing their ow n previous
mode of appropriation.
They have nothing of their
own to secure and to forti-
fy; their mission is to

destroy all previou's
securities for and
insurances of individual

property-.....

In bourgeoissociety
capital is independent and
has individuality, while the
living person is dependent
and has no individuality.

And the abolition of
this state of things is called
by the bourgeois, abolition
ot individuality and free-
dom! Andrightlyso.
The abolition of bourgeois
individuality, bourgeois
independence and
bourgeois freedom i3
undoubtedly aimed at.

By freedom is meant,
under the present

era of decay of imperialism
and proletarian revolution.
And...fascism has become
the order in all the capita-
list countries now. The
two, now have fused
together. Fascism is
entrenching itself through
Social-Democratic plans
and programme...... (ibid).

[To be concluded]

bourgeois condition of
production, free trade, free
selling and buying.

But if selling and buying
disappeats, free selling and
buying disappears also.
This talk about free selling
and buying and all the
other ‘brave words' of our
bourgeoisie about freedom
in general, have a meaning,
if any, only in contrast
with restricted selling and
buying with the fettered
traders of the Middle Ages,
but have no meaning when
opposed to the communis-
tic abolition of buying and
selling, of th e bourgeois
conditions of productions
and of the bourgeoisie

itself.

You are horrified at our
intending to do away with
private property. But in
your existing society,
private property is already
done away with for nine-
tenths of the population ;
its existence for the few is
soley due to its non-exis-
tence in the hands of there
nine-tenths. You reproach
us therefore, with in-
tending to do away with a
form of property, the
necessary condition of
whose existence is the non-
existence of any property
for the immense majority
of society.

In one word, you
reproach us with intending
to do away with your

property. Precisely so,
that is just what we
intend.

Background and Causes
ofappro priation The of Recent KFlood At Patna

(Contd from Page 1)

towatch the eastern
embankment at some points.
There wasnorepair
work made on this side
since 1971 flood.

The terms of reference
asset before the 3-man
committee of enquiry
which w as instituted on
2nd September '75 cannot
but strengthen the notion
that some error, fault or
even negligence might have
been involved in this case.
The terms of reference are
as follows :—

1) Causes of flood
( Patna ).
2} To fix responsibi-

lities ( for the failure to
protect the state capital).

3) To prepare a blue-
print within ten days
for making the city of
Patna immune from flood.

The Indian Nation,
Patna, on 6th September,
'75 commented while
reporting the terms of
reference of the enquiry
thus : —

“....how Sone and
Ganga water rose so furi-
ously as they never did
before, from August 21 to
24, when near-drought
condition prevailedin
South Bibar—and tumbled

across the Patna Canal

embankment ?”

The same English Daily

posed the question :—

“If dangers to the city

was foreseen, were steps

taken to avert it ?”

“When a similar situa-
tion was created by the
Sone floods on August 4,
1971 and thousands of
people gathered near
Sheikhpura to stop the
flow of water towards the
west of Patna Canal,
officials explained to them
that “in case Patna was
swamped under 14 ft. high
water there would be no
Government to save the
peopleof Khagaul,
Danapur—and other parts
of the state. The people of
Bihar could survive only
when Patna survived. This
argument worked well".
(Indian Natior, August
8,71).

Did this argument
lose its validity on August
24, 1975? But why?
This is haunting not only
the people of Patna and
Bihar but also the rest of

the country as well.
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