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The partisan fights are chiefly of a peasant character . Now it
the resistance of the peasants to attempts to disarm them
or instance , in the villages around Jerusalem ) , again the de-
ce they put up against the confiscations by the Zionist colo-
sts , whose appetite and predatory methods have not been mo-
ied by the events (conflicts between native Arabs and colo-
sts have taken place , especially lately , near Wadl Havaras ) ,
en again primitive attempts at attacks upon British posts and
dividual Zionist colonies such is the expression of the
artisan movement in various parts of the country .

www

Although , in view of this movement , the Zionists shout
bout "brigandage " and the British make every effort to trace
e "bands ", "peace and order " cannot be restored . Nor can
e terribly high tributes be collected . The Arab fellah and
edouines the poorest of the poor whose yearly budget
mounts as was stated in reply to the representative of the
ritish Labour Party on the investignation commission to

2 to 18 pounds sterling , whose conditions can hardly be worse
an they are continue to fight with the courage of despair
nd with their own primitive methods , even though they have
ong been betrayed by the feudal clique .
As to the mass movement in the towns , this , too , has got
uite beyond the control of the leaders . As the interests of the
ommercial bourgeoisie lie chiefly in competition with the Jewish
aders , the leaders wanted to use the mass movement by pro-
laiming a boycott slogan and thus augmenting their own pro-
ts under the cloak of nationalism . But their plan to make the
1ovement purely anti -Semitic was doomed to failure . On the
ontrary , when the Government utilised the boycott agitation

s a pretext to arrest several anti -imperialists (including Hamdi
Husseini and some of his supporters , who were summarily
hassified as "Communists ", although they had never represen-
ed a radical -nationalist programme ) , there was a big mass-
rotest movement in Jaffa , which developed into a general strike .
The strike and the disturbances in Jaffa lasted several days .

There was a demonstration in front of the government buildings
nd it was no easy job to disperse the crowd ; several of the
eople arrested (who were sentenced to deportation by the ad-
nistration ) resisted the British police and the masses made
ttempts to rescue the prisoners . Things became so tense in
affa that a warship was sent to stand by and a number of
varplanes were mobilised . But effectual help was again rendered
o the Government by the national -reformist leaders : when the
novement in Jaffa threatened to become an armed rebellion , when
he fellahs from the surrounding villages began to swarm into
Jaffa and , when it became necessary to support the action at
'affa from several other points in the country , the Arab leaders
hought it time to call the movement off ; they liquidated the
trike and stopped the solidarity demonstrations in the other
owns .

"As long as the investigation commission remains in
the country ", ran the decision , which was issued in the
name of the Great Mufti , "the Arabs must preserve peace ."
This was , of course , only an expedient to give the leaders
chance during the lull in the movement to bargain in London ,
for the representative of the Arab executive, Jamal el Husseini ,
had gone there for that purpose .
In the proclamations of the Communist Party of Palestine ,

which are distributed in the Arab language , the people are
cailed upon to convert the general strike into an anti - imperialist
insurrection , to form revolutionary workers' and peasants ' com-
mittees for the purpose of taking the leadership from the hands
of the traitors . The slogan of the seizure of the land of the
big landowners and of the rich Zionist colonists is set up .
In the proclamations , which are issued at the same time in
Hebrew , the Jewish workers are called upon to fraternise with
the supporters of the revolutionary Arab movement . Both pro-
clamations close with the slogan : "Down with imperialism !
Long live he workers ' and peasants government !" In Jaffa large
red flags with Arab inscriptions have been hoisted to call upon

a
ll

workers to unite for the fight against Zionism and im-
perialism .

The progressive radicalisation o
f

the masses opens up from
stage to stage o

f

the revolutionary events greater and greater
perspectives for its consciously revolutionary leaders .

The Whitley Commission in India .

By A. G. E
.
(London ) .

In January 1929 , the appointment of a Royal Commission

"to explore all aspects of the Labour problem in India " was
announced by the British Viceroy .

Repression o
f

the worst form has been carried out against
the working class in India ; the shootings o

f

strikers , ruthless
dispersal o

f

demonstrations by armed police and soldiery , in-
timidation laws and other repressive legislation ; arrests o

f

the
chief leaders o

f

the workers in all the chief industries , the chief
example o

f

which is "Meerut " , where the most prominent leaders
are now undergoing trial for organising the workers , but
charged with conspiracy .

Ruthless and brutal repression is the chief form o
f

the
activity o

f

the British Labour Government , but "Commissions
to investigate " is an attempt at a more subtle form to head off
the militancy o

f

the Indian workers .

The Whitley Commission in Britain in 1917 played it
s

role
and served the purpose o

f capitalism by partly diverting the
attention o

f

the workers a
t

that most critical post -war period
when militancy was a

t

a very high peak . A number of pro-
nent British Trade Union leaders were in hearty accord with
the Commission . Was not Clynes , now the full -blooded Social
fascist member o

f

the Labour Imperialist Government a signa-
tory o

f

the British Whitley Commission Report ?

The Indian Nationalist press have criticised the membership

o
f

the Commission , o
r

a
s a "costly experiment " and that "there

should be more Indians on it , not imported foreigners " etc. etc.
Messrs Joshi and Chaman Lal , the champions o

f

the 2nd Inter-
national , are members o

f

the Whitley Commission . They had
not the sanction o

f any section o
f

the Indian Trade Union mo-
vement to sit on such a commission . While it is true the boycott
of the Simon Commission was backed by the Nationalist leaders ,

it was the working class movement in India who recognised the
took active steps to boycott it completely .

The Whitley Commission landed on October 11th . 1929. On
Sept. 14th a

t

the Trade Union Conference of the United Provinces

o
f Agra and Oudh held a
t Cawnpore , a
t

which 1000 workers
were present , a resolution to boycott the Commission was unani-
mously passed .

A Boycott of the Whitley Commission has also been decided
by the following organisations :

1
. The Barabazar Labour Union , Calcutta ;

2
. The Workers and Peasants Party ;

3
. The Bombay Youth League ;

4
. The Independence o
f

India League ;

5
. The Mill Workers ' Union , Bombay ;

6
. The Girni Kamgar Union Bombay ;

7
. The G. I. P
. Railway Kamgar Union ;

8
. The Bombay Port Trust Railway Union ;

9
. The Bombay Port Trust Employees Union ;

10. The Tramwaymens ' Union ;

11. The Hawkers ' Union .

The above Bombay organisations also arranged Mass Mee-
tings where resolutions to boycott were enthusiastically passed .

At a mass meeting in Bombay on Sept. 25th , the speakers de-
nounced the Commission a

s "an Imperialist camouflage to facili-
tate the exploitation o

f Indian workers by capitalists and im-
perialists " .

Joshi and Chamann Lal were denounced a
s "agents of

British Imperialism " . The Hall was decorated with slogans :

"Down with Imperialism " ; "Withdraw the Meerut Trial " ; „Re-
member our Meerut Comrades " ; "Remember the class war
prisoners " .

It was also arranged to conduct a series o
f

mass meetings
to further the boycott .

At Nagpur , two mass meetings were held , one on Sept. 24th .

under the auspices o
f

the G. I. P
. Railwaymen's Union and on

Oct. 1st under the auspices o
f

the Nagpur Youth League , at

both o
f

which boycott resolutions o
f

the Commission were
passed .

The Bombay G
.

I. P
. Railwaymen's Union held a mass

meeting in Bombay on Oct. 14th and a resolution o
f boycott



was passed . At the sitting of the General Council of the All-India
Railway Federation complete boycott was advocated , but a few
dissentient voices were raised and it was finally decided to
relegate the matter to the Annual Congress .
While the Commission were taking evidence at Karachi ,

the workers of Karachi came out on strike . Some of the news-
papers made out that it was a strike to call the attention of the
Commission to the grievances of the dock workers , in reality
the strikers were demanding a nine hour day (they work
11 hours without a break ) and an increase in wages (The wages
of a seaman are Rs . 22 and a fireman Rs . 27 per month ) .
Meanwhile the type of witnesses who appear before the

Commission at Karachi is significant ; e. g . the Buyers and
Shippers Chamber , Karachi , handed in a memoranda , the
witnesses were , the Chairman of the Port Trust, Karachi ; the
Chief Engineer , Lloyd Barrage and the President of the Karachi
Municipality . The Government of Madras , and the Punjab
Chamber of Commerce also presented memoranda , while at New
Delhi, the Director of Industries , the Inspector of Factories and
several of the Railway Board acted as witnesses . A furore was
raised in the press due to the reports of the Railway Board
being refused to the Press . The Bombay Chamber of Commerce
submitted a memorandum which will weigh with the "Commis-
sion" because it is a re -hash of the arguments put before the
Fawcett and the Pearson Commission , with the object of stifling
militant trade unionism . One paragraph is as follows : "Commu-
nism is encouraging the Indian labourer to demand that which
he could not earn and was not worth in the industrial market
of the world ."
Finally at the Nagpur Session of the All-India Trade Union

Congress , the question of the Whitley Commission created a
split . Joshi and Chaman Lal , the leaders of the Reformists , left
the Congress . They refused to accept the Congress decision .
Later , the Congress , after the decision , passed several far-
reaching "left" proposals .
Despite terrorism , arrests and brutality , the Indian workers

are marching forward ; the boycott of the Whitley Commission
denotes a tremendous advance in international class conscious-
ness and a realisation of imperialist exploitation .

THE BALKANS
Yugoslavian Social Democracy in
the Service of Imperialism .

By Peter Muzevitch (Zagreb ) .
Throughout the existence of the Yugoslav State Yugoslavian

Social Democracy has played the role of lackey and helper of
the ruling Great Servian bourgeoisie . This role found parti-
cular expression at moments which were critical for the rule
of capital and the bourgeoisie , for instance , during the period
immediately after the war and the demobilisation crisis in the
years 1918 to 1920 , when the Socal -Democrats Koratch, Kristan
and , later , Bugshek entered the first "Yugoslavian " Govern-
ment and when , afterwards , the "Democratic -Socialist Govern-
ment" was formed . Even at that time it was the chief task
of the Social Democrats to combat "tribal separatism " among
the working masses of the non -Servian nations , i. e. to fight
against the efforts towards national freedom made by the
Croats , the Slovenes , the Macedonians , the Montenegrins , the
Hungarians and the Germans , and by means of propaganda
for class peace , sabotage and prevention of strikes , to render
possible the political and economic consolidation of the ruling
Great Servian bourgeoisie , "all in the interests of our young
National State ."
As soon as the Belgrade potentates felt strong enough

and no longer needed the services of Social Democracy in
the Government , the Social -Democrats were removed from the
Government , and since 1920 there has been no further bour-
geois -socialist government in Yugoslavia . But the Social Demo .
crats continued to enjoy privileges , and the Servian bour-
geoisie supported them by every means . They got the mono-
poly of the labour exchanges and the whole of the social
insurance . In these institutes there were no elections , even
though elections were provided for by the law . All functionaries
of the Social Democratic Party , from the lowest to the highest ,

are employed at these institutes . The reformist tradeun
managed by the Social Democrats were not only supporte
the ruling bourgeoisie in every direction , there wereca
in the provinces and in small towns where the workersw
driven into the reformist trade unions by the police.

During this period (1921 to 1929 ) the Social Democr
leaders tried to simulate the class struggle and opposition
the ruling Servian bourgeoisie and to fool the working m
naturally , in all big wage conflicts and strikes they d
id

best to help capital , but a
t

the same time they made a

deal o
f play with such phrases a
s
"pure class struggle

the like . It became their task " ideologically " to fig
h

Communist Party , which , with the help o
f

the CL
taken up a clear and revolutionary attitude on the n

queston (right of self -determination for all non -Servian n

even to the extent o
f separation ) , while the Government

the Communist Party by means of the State Prom
Act , prison and assassination .

As , however , since the murder of the Croatian peasur
puties in the Belgrade Parliament ( June 1928 ) a fresh
crisis of the whole system has begun seriously to e

even the foundations of the dominion of the Servian big
geoisie a

t

court and in the military camarilla , Social Deme
has laid aside its pretence o

f opposition to the ruling p

In their proclamation to the masses the executive of th
e
S

o
f Yugoslavia tried in conjunction with the Government ;

to thrust the responsibility for the crime in Parliament
the victims themselves and called upon the masses to

"reasonable " . The absolutely open support of the Gover
by the Servian Social Democrats a

t

the head of the party
led to quarrels with some o

f the Social Democrats in th
e

vinces (particularly in Croatia ) , which , however , did no

the basic fact , the conversion of the Social Democratic P

into a Social -Fascist party .

The creation o
f

the military -Fascist dictatorship n
o

brought this conversion into clearer expression but with
last few months has called forth from the Social Den
recognition o

f
the special Yugoslavian form of Fasc

absolute , military -Fascist dictatorship .

The Social -Democratic Party was dissolved along
all the other political parties . The dissolution was , h

o

only of a formal character , for , on the one hand , prior t

dissolution the Party really consisted merely o
f

official b

and committees , practically without members , and these
mittees , etc. , were permitted to continue in existence eve
the "dissolution " of the Party , and , on the other hand ,

the reformist trade unions were not only not dissolved
on the contrary , the Government tried by dissolving
Red trade unions to give the reformists a monopoly
organisation o

f

the working class . While , after January
an awful wave o

f Terror set in , thousands of workers , pesh
Communists and national fighters being thrown into
hundreds o

f

them being sentenced to long terms o
f

imp

ment and hundreds assassinated , all trade -union , culture
sports organisations not under Social -Democratic leade
were dissolved , the Social -Democratic trade -unions and
organisations not only continued their activities undist ›
but were supported in every way by the regime (cheap )
on the State railways for persons going to attend Social D

cratic gatherings , etc. ) Right from the beginning it was
that there was good feeling and a perfect understanding b

e

the military -Fascist dictatorship and the Social Democrats .

The Social Democratic Party became a political suppe
the military dictatorship , while the reformist trade unions
gether with the "national " trade unions of the civil servants
railwaymen and the seamen constituted the basis upon w

according to the plans of the regime , the future Fascist
union movement was to be built up .

The co -operation o
f

the leaders of Social Democracy

o
f

the reformist trade unions with the military dictatorship
expression in two directions :

1
. In regard to the trade unions , in that the reformist

unions try to prevent every wage fight and strike move

2
. In regard to politics , in the intensified agitation a

Communism , against the Soviet Union and against the n

freedom movement , in the "ideologic " defence of the mili
Fascist dictatorship and o

f

the Servian hegemony , as also is


