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AGAINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

The British Trade Union Council
and the Bombay Strike .

The following statement is issued by the Political Bureau
of the Communist Party of Great Britain :

"The capitalist press gives extensive publicity to an
attack on the Bombay Textile Strikers which has just been
issued by the General Council of the Trade Union Congress .

The General Council finds it impossible to sa
whether the 150,000 " illiterate mill workers " are genuinely
on strike , or have merely been forced out by he
closing of the mills . The General Council ignores the fact
that these same 150,000 workers showed their spirit by
holding out in a six month's strike last year , under the
leadership of the "Red Flag" Union .
The General Council speaks of the "few hundred " mem-

bers of the "Red Flag" Union . It conveniently forgets to men-
tion that that Union has grown to 65,000 paying members
in under 12 months , while the yellow Union led by the re-
formist corporation lawyer , Joshi , has vegetated for years
at about 8 or 10 thousand .

The General Council says the "Red Flag " Union was
formed last year because the "older union " was against
making the dispute at certain mills into a general strike .
It conventiently omits to explain that the whole 150,000
cotton operatives had been out for weeks when the "Red
Flag" Union was formed , and that the "older union " had
been openly seeking by every means in its power to break
the strike calling on the operatives to return to work ,
negotiating separately with the employers , etc.
The General Council pretends ignorance of the real

cause of the present dispute , although this has appeared in
the British daily papers on several occasions . It pretends
not to know that the workers struck as a protest against
the wholesale arrests of their Union officials .

On the contrary , the General Council echoes the police
indictment of the 31 Trade Union Leaders in jail at Meerut
by stating that the whole affair is a move in carrying out

th
e 'Drang nach Osten ' policy o
f

the Communist Inter-
national . The General Council cannot be ignorant of the
fact that most o

f

the leaders o
f

the "Red Flag " Union are
not communists , and that the Workers ' and Peasants ' Party ,

to which they belong , is not a communist body .

But the General Council prefers to join hands with the
British Government by suppying its voluntary piece o

f

"evidence " against the accused leaders o
f Indian Trade

Unionism . No more blackguardly action has ever been
committed in the annals of the international trade union
movement .

The Communist Party calls on British workers to re-
cord their disgust at the Imperialist policy o

f oppression in

India , supported by the General Council and the Labour
Party , by refusing to vote for the Labour Party at the coming
General Election , by joining the Communist Party , and by
subscribing to the Defence Fund for the arrested Indian
Trade Union Leaders . "

THE WHITE TERROR
The White Terror in Greece .

By K. Londos (Athens ) .

The Greek bourgeoisie is making rapid strides towards the
establishment o

f

an open dictatorship . The suppression o
f

the
Communist Party and the revolutionary trade unions is only

a question o
f

time . A bill for this purpose , after its approval

in principle by Parliament , has been referred to a special Par-
liamentary commission for final acceptance . A

s
a justification

fo
r

this law Venizelos declared that the Communist Party is or-
ganising a general strike and is also responsible for the shooting

of workers by organs o
f the government . The bill bears the

singular title : "On the defence o
f

the social constitution and the
protection o

f civil liberty " ( ! ) . Under this high -sounding title
the bill aims at the complete abolition o

f all formal rights which
are "granted " by the Constitution o

f

the Greek Republic .

English imperialism has set all the countries bordering on
the Soviet Union the immediate task of crushing the revolutionary
proletarian movement . It is not by any means by chance that
the same reactionary measures , differing only slightly in form ,

are being adopted by all the Balkan States , as for example the
establishment o

f

the monarchist dictatorship in Yugoslavia and
the suppression o

f

the Yugoslavian revolutionary trade unions ,

the recent dissolution o
f

the revolutionary Roumanian trade
Cunions etc.

In Greece the bourgeoisie needs all the more a reactionary
policy as the stabilisation which was achieved at the cost of the
subjugation o

f

the country to foreign imperialism , is becoming
more and more shaky , the masses are becoming more and more
revolutionary and the presumptions for the maintenance o

f

the
democratic illusions are consequently disappearing . The Greek
bourgeoisie is not capable o

f satisfying even the most elementary
demands o

f

the working masses . During the last four years
wages have not only not increased , but in various industries
have even fallen . Whilst the cost of livng has increased twenty-
fold , wages have increased only twelvefold the pre -war level .

The taxes , 65 per cent . of which are applied for the payment o
f

State debts and for upkeep o
f

armaments , devour 39 per cent .

of the national income .

Under this pressure the radicalisation o
f

the workers is in-
creasing more and more . Wage movements are becoming more
numerous and a
t

the same time more obstinate . During the last
ten months 65,000 workers have been on strike ; the strikes lasted
on an average four weeks . In the year 1927 only 35.000 workers
participated in wage movements , while in the years 1925 and 1926
there were hardly any strikes a

t all . The armed peasant revolts ,

which had almost entirely ceased in the period from 1925 to

1927 , again became common occurences in 1928 and 1929 .

The clerks and officials , and even the petty bourgeois strata

o
f

the urban population have displayed constant unrest in the
last year or so . The toiling masses have for the time being
given credence to the demagogic promises o

f

Veniselos , who
assured them that their position would be improved . But
Veniselos has already been in power for nine months and not
one o

f his promises has been realised . The cost of living has
not fallen , but has even increased by 3 per cent . Every strike ,

be it for higher wages or the reduction o
f

the ten to twelve -hour
working day , is choked in blood , just a

s are all the protests o
f

the peasantry against the high taxes . The regime o
f

Veniselos
differs in no way from that of his predecessors . In February and
March the striking miners in Lawrion and the strikers in

Eleusis , to mention only two cases , were fired upon . Needless

to say , the lackeys o
f

Chamberlain , following the example of their
masters , try to throw responsibility for the murdered workers
on the Communists who "receive gold from Moscow for the
purpose o

f stirring up unrest " .

But the Greek workers , who are unable to bear the heavy
burden of their exploitation , are beginning to stir . Veniselos ,
who hitherto has been the last resort of the bourgeoisie
whenever it has been necessary to deceive and trick the toilers ,

is now beginning to lose the masses who once followed him .

Simultaneously with the exceptional law , Parliament passed
two other laws , which are closely connected with the prepa-
rations for war against the Soviet Union . One o

f

these is a

treaty o
f friendship between Greece and Yugoslavia . According

to this treaty Yugoslavia is accorded the right o
f

uncontrolled
import of war material via the Greek port of Salonica . The
second law provides for a radical reorganisation o

f

the army
and proposes measures for the most rapid acquisition o

f

the
necessary military equipment by economising in other items

o
f

the war budget . At the same time it contains proposals for
expediting the mobilisation o

f

the whole population in the
event of war .

It is now clear what is the object of the exceptional law
against the revolutionary organisations . The Greek bourgeoisie

is attempting , not for the first time , to place the proletarian
organisations outside o

f

the law . On the occasion o
f all pre-

vious attempts the proletariat succeeded in averting these blows .


