
Completely Smash the BoLrrgeois

Heodguo rters

-eornmemoroting the First Anniyersory of the llth Plenory Se;sion
Of the Porty's Eighth Centrol Committee

rftHE situation in the great proletai'ian culturai revoiu-
,!- tion is becoming better and better. The worker,

peasant and soldier rnasses and the heroic young Red
Guard fighters, with bitter hatred for the class enemy,
ar-e 'uvaging an al1-round struggie against the handful
of top Party persons in authority taking the capitalist
road. and are criticizitig and repudiating them in a big
ir,,ay. Thele is a fle,.h revolutionary upsurge to com-
pleteil- smash the t"cr-i:qeois headouarters. It is in this
flesh rer.olutionary ups'rrrge llrat the people of th: u'jroie
ccuntry, in a militant frame of mrnd, are cele:.'a:ing
the first anniversary of the llth Plenary Session of
the Party's Eighth Central Committee.

The greatest historie accomplishments of the 11th
PJenary Session of the Eighth Central Committee were:
establishing still more firmiy the absolute authoL'ity of
Mao Tse-tung's thougtrt; confiirriing as the deputy
supreme commander oI ihe r.vhole Party Cornrade Lin
Piao, who has consistently held high the great ied
banner of Mao Tse-tung's thourght and carried out
Chairman Mao's prcletarian revoiutionary line most
faithfull;r, resolutely and thoroughiy; and furthel con-
solidating the proletarian headquarters headed by Chair-
man Mao, and defeaiing the bcurgeois headquarters
headed by the top Party person in authority taking the
capitalist road. The documents of the plenary se-rsion
drawn up under Chairman Mao's personal guida.nce sys-
tematicall;: laid d<lrr,n and advanced the theory, line,
principles, method and policy for rnaking retzolution
under the dictatorship of the proletar.iat: they pointed
out to the people of the rvhcle country- the road to vic-
tory in consolidating the dictatorship of the proletariat
and pretrenting the restoration of capitalism, and in
advancing from socialism to communism. This session
was of great historic significance, deciding the fate of
our Party arid state and that of the international com-
murrist movement.

The 11th Plenar:y Session of the Eighth Centlal
Committee of the Party rn,as convened at a crucial
juncture in ti're sharp .struggie between the proletariat
and the boui'geoisie, between the proletarian i:ead-
qtrarters and the boulgeois headquarters. It was con-
vened when the gi'eat pioletarian cuit,"rral revolution

6

{, z&
HONGSI

rvas facing the danger oI being strangled by the top
Party person in authority taking the capitalist road..
At that gra\/e moment. our great leader Chau'man Mac
wrote his big-character poster "Bombard the Head-
quarters." I-Ie said:

"China's first Nlarxist-Leninist trig-eharacter pos{er
and Cornrnentator's article on it in Renmin Fl.ibao
(People's Daily) [for full text of both see Peking Reriew,
No. 37, 1966. - ?r.] are indeed supertrly written! Com-
ratles, please read them again. But in the last fifty
da-r s or so some leading comracles from the central
dorvn to the locai levels have acted in a diameirically
opposite way. Adopting the reactiona-ry star:d af iite
bourgeoisie, they have enforced a bourgeois dictatorship
and struek down the surging movement of the great
cultural revolution of the proletariat. They have stood
facts on their head and juggled blaek and white, en*
circled and suppressed revolutionaries, stifled opinions
diftering from their olr,n, inrpcsed a white terror, and
felt very pleased with thernselves. They have puffed
up the arrogance of the bcurgeoisie and cleflated ttre
rnorale of the proletariat, Etrort' poisonous! Vierved
in connection with the Right deviation in 1962 and
the wrong tendency of 1964 rvhich was 'LefL' in
forrn but Eight in essence, shouldn't this make orle
wide arvake?"

This big-character poster is a most brilliant rev-
olutionary document. It provided the guiding thought
for the session and laid don,n th,e genei"al principies for
the great proletarian cultural revolution.

"Bombard the Headqualters" blasted the lid off the
struggle between the proletarian revolutionary line and
the bourgeois reactionary line and between the pro-
letarian headqnarters and the bourgeois headquarters
which had existed in the Party over a long peliod. It
made the entire Party and people understand more
clearlv the main object a.nd task of the great proletarian
cultural revohrtion.

The bourgeoie headqr-ralters is c<;mposed of the
han<ifui of top Pai'ty persons in autht,'rity takittg the
capitalist roaC rn,ith China's Iihrughchov as its chisftain.
They are the main target of the great proletarian cul-

Peking lle--ie'to. lfo. 33



{

tural revolution, and the main task of this rr:voiution
is to overthrow them completelv.

The big-character poster "Bombard the Ileadquar-
ters" penetratingly exposed the leactionary naiui'e of the
bourgeois headquarters, u,hich, adopting the reactionary
stand of the bourgeoisie. enforced a bourgeois di.ctator-
ship. Chairrrran Mao in his big-chal'ac';er poster ex:-
posed the fact that some leading p,ersonn--l from the
central dotvn to the local levels "acted in a diametrically
opposite way." That nreans in a way opposed to Chair-
man I{ao's proleiarian revolutionary line, and the
leading personnel from the central down to the local
levels mentioned here are the handful of people headed
by China's Khlushchov making up the bourgeois head-
quarters. The big-character poster laid bare the sinister
counter-revolutionary revisionist features of the top
Party person in authority taking the capitalist road
and called on the rvhole Party to be "wide awake." It
was a great call to battle to the 'ivhoie Party and th,e
peopl.e of the whole country to completeiy smash the
bourgeois headquarters.

Throughout the entire historical period of socialism
there always exists a struggle between the proletariat
and the bourgeoisie and b,etween the socialist road and
the capitalist road. The struggle between the prole-
tarian headquarters and the bourgeois headquarters is
the most concentrated expression of the str:uggle be-
tr,r,'een the proletariat and the bourgeoisie and betrveen
the socialist road and the capitalist road. It is of the
greatest importance to destroy completely this hidden
headquarters of the bourgeoisie in order to prevent our
Party and country from changing colour.

Under conditions of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat and after the basic completion of the socialist
ti'ansforr.nation of the own.ership of the means of pro-
duction, e.specially after the fight against the Rightists in
1957, the capitalists are none of thdm in a position to
take command though they have ahvays been dreaming
of a capitalist restoration. Only the handful of top
Party persons in authority taking the capitalist road
are in a position to take command and ar'iempt to
lestore capitalism on behalf of the bourgeoisie. They
are the agents of the bourgeoisie in the leading organs
of the Party and the state. It is a matter of course
that there should appear in the Party the struggle be-
tween the trvo headquarters; it is an inevitable refiec-
tion of ciasses, class contradiction and class struggle in
society.

The bourgeoisie still has considerable influence in
society, but as the saying goes "a bird withor-rt a head
cannot fly and a snake lvithout a head cannot crawl."
Its head is the bourgeois headquarters hidden within
the apparatus of the dictatorship of the proletariat.
This bourgeois headquarters is the principaL and most
dangerous enemy of the proletariat.

The historical experience of the dictatorship of the
proletariat teaches us that unless the bourgeois head-
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quai'iers hidden in the apparatus of the dictatorship of
the proletariat ls crushed, the rvhole Party and state
rvili inevitably change coioui'. The fundamental reason
for the capitalist restoration s,hlch has occurred in the
Soviet Union, Yugoslavia ancl some other socialist coun-
trie,s is that the handfr-rI of top Party pelsons in
authority taking the capita.list road in those countries
have usurped the leadership of the PaltSz and the state.
Thjs is the gravest lesson in the intelnational communist
movcrnent.

Chairrnan Mao has pointed out that the rnain target
of th,e revolution under the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat is the bourgeois headquarters hidden .rr-ithin the
appalatus of this dictatorship. It is against this section
vrithin the apparatus of the dictatorsl'rip of the prole-
tariat that we are making revolution. Taking our Partl-
and state as a whole, the bourgeois headquarters is
not in a dominant position, but unless it is overthrosn
it is impossible to eonsolidate and strengthen the dic-
tatcrship of the proletariat and prevent the restoration
of capitalism. This theory has been forrnulated by
summing up the historical experience of th,e dictatorship
of the proletariat internationatly and in China.

In the eourse of the protracted struggle against the
top Party person in authority taking the capitalist road,
Chailman Mao sa..v through his vicious arnbitions and
conclud,ed that he was the chief hidden danger to our
Partl' and the chief scoulge in it. Over recent years,
Chairnan Mao has tirne anC again warned the entire
Part-v- of the danger of a capitalist restoration in our
country, a danger which mainly comes from the bour-
geois headquarters headed by the top Party person in
authority taking the capitalist road.

The document ,So??ze Current Problenzs Raiseil in
the Soci,a.list EdtLcation Nlcoement in the Rural Areas,
referred to as the 23-article docurnent, \\'orked out under
the personal guidance of Chairman Mao in January
1965, put it cieariy for the first time: "The main target
of the present movement is those persons within the
Party who are in authority and are taking the capitalist
road." China's Khrushchov is the one in the highest
posiiion among t1're persons mentione€i here.

During the Working Conferenc-' of the Party's
Cei-rtral Committ,ee held in September 1965, Chairman
Ntao raised the follov;jng question at an enlarged meet-
ing cf the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau
of the Central Committee: "lfhat are you going to do
if revisionism appears in the Central Committee? This
is highly likely. This i5 the greatest danger." In saying
that revisionism might appear in the Central Com-
mittee. Chairman Mao s,as referring to the bourgeois
headquarters headed by the top Party person in
authority taking the capitalist road.

On lVlay 16, 1966, lhe Circulat of the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist Partg, drawn up
und,er the personal leadership of Chairman Mao, went
further to point out that there are "petsons like
Khrushchov . . who are stiil nestling besifls u5." A



person like Khrushchov mentioned here is the top
Part1. person in authority taking the capitalist road.

By August i966, when the 11th Plenary Se,ssion of
the Eighth Central Committee of the Party lvas he1d,
the counter-revolutionary revisionist features of the top
Pa"rt.v person in authority taking the capitalist load
had alrea,Cy been ful1y exposed and the bourgeois head-
quarters headed by him had put on quite a per-
formance. The time was ripe to bombard the bour-
geois headquarters. With vision and great boldness,
Chairman Mao decided upon firm and decisirre rnea-
sures, wrote the big-character poster "Bombard the
Headquarters," and resolved to mobilize the masses to
smash the bourgeois headquarters.

Smashing the bourgeois headquarters, accor'ding to
Chairman Mao's plol,etarian r:evolutionary line, is not
done by dismissing people fror,r office from above, nor
by taking purely organizational steps but by boldly
r.robilizing the masses, and letting the broad masses
stmggle against the handfi-rl of Party people in authcrity
taking the capitalist road.

Decisioit of the Central Commitiee o! the Cltitese
Cammunist Party Concerning the Great Pt oletarian
Cultural Reuohttion-the 16-point decision- aCopted
at the 11th Plenary Session of the Eighth Central Com-
nrittee of the Party, is a great revolutionary programme
d-ralvn up und,er th,e personal leadership of Cha-irman
Mao. The 16-point decision aims the spearhead of
the struggle against the handful of Party people in
autirority taking the capitalist road. The trasic spirit
t]-rat runs through the 16-point decision is that of trust-
ir-rg the mass'es, relying on then-] and bolCly mobilizing
them to open po\\,erful file at the har-rdful of Pai'ty peo-
ple in authority taking the capitalist road and to rvage
a true and thorough socialist revolution from below.

The masses armed with Mao Tse-tung's thought ar,e
the real h,eroes. In the great proletarian cultural rev-
olution it is only possible to thoroughlv smash the
bourgeois headquarters headed by China's Khrushchov,
to capture the reactionary strougholds where they have
entrenched themseives in some areas, departments and
units and seize back the po',ver that they have usurped
by boldly mobilizing hr-rndreds of millions of revoiu-
tionary masses, by utilizing the methods of extensive
democracy, of full and frank expression of rziervs anC
opinions, of putting up big-character poster:s anC of
carrying out great debates under the dictatorship of the
proletariat, to expose, criticize and repudiate the crimes
of the handful of Party people in autholity' takir-rg the
capitalist road in opposing the Party. sccialism and \llao
Tse-tung's thought.

"Bombard the Headquarters^' and the 16-point deci-
sion have inspiled and armed millions of revolutionaly
people. and have aloused their initiative. The raging
flames of the great proletarian su11r.a1 revolution have
begun to bilt'n e1/er more stlonglv. Hundreds of n-rillions
of revolutionary people have been siirt'ed. and the. heav;r
atrnosphere of ''ten thousand holsers. standing mute,,
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resulting from suppression by the bourgeois reac-
tionary line has been cleared away. Throtrghourt the
country, there has arisen the situation of "ten thor-rsanC
guns bombarding" the bourgeois headquartels.

Revolution is the locomotive of history. In the
past year, earth-shaking changes have been taking
place in China rvith its population of 700 n-riliicn people.

Thlough a year of big struggles, the prcl'etai:iat
has fou.ght a great battie and won a great victor;.. Tne
counter-revolutienary features of the top Party pel'son
in authority taking the capitrlist rcad have been ex-
posed befor'e the broad revoiutionary masses. A l"ranC-
ful of counter-rerrolutionary revisionists have been
exposed and th,e reactionary strongholds rvhere they
entr,enched themselves have lrcen taken. The dictato::-
ship of the proletariat has been fr-rrther consoliCa,ted.
The counter-revolutionary front of the top Party person
in authority taking the capita"list road has collap,sed all
along the line. In their struggle against the bourgeois
reactionary line, those proietarian revolutior-raries rvho
have been oppressed an.d pei'secuted have gro..',,n irom
smal1 to big. fi'on-r rveak to strong and flom dispersed
to concentrateC. Thel' har.e become steele<i into a
mighty rer-oiutionar')- alm)-. Tempered in the storrns
of the class struggle in the past year, a greet nu;nber
of nerv taiented people loyal to Chairrnan Niao's plo-
Ietarian revolutionary line have come forth. A young
gen,eration of successors to the proletarian revoluticrnary
cause is rapidly gr'ur.r'ing up.

Thes.e are tl-re great achievem,ents of the 11th
Plenary Session of the Part.v-'s Eighth Centr:al Com-
n-rittee and of the 16-point decision. They shou, the
greai polver of "Bombard the Headquarters" and ale a
great victory {or Chairman Mao's proletarian revolu-
tionary line.

Hou,ever, the struggle between the trvo. head-
quarters and the two lines has not end,ed. The central
task placed before proletarian revolutionalies is to
completely repudiate the handful of top Party persons
in authority taking the capitalist road politically, ideo-
logically and theoretically and thoroughly smash the
bourgeois headquai'ters. This is a great historic task.
In order to accompiish this task, we must strengthen
the dictatorship of the proletariat, reinforce and im-
pror,'e the insl.ruments of this dictatorship and firmiy
support and defend the proietarian revolutionaries.

We rnust understand that only by thoroughly over:-
throrving the handful of top Partv persons in authority
taking the capltalist road politically, ideologicall;, and
theoretically and by completely smashing the bourgeois
hea,Cquart,ers can we guarantee that our Party and state
'il,,ill not change colour, and that the great proletarian
cultural revolution r,viil be carried through to the end.
Only in the coursc- of the struggle to accomplish this
task can r,ve achieve and consolidate the great alliance
of proletarian revolutionaries and the rerrolutionary
"thr-ee-in-one" combination. And only so is it possible
1.o carry on u,el} the tasks of struggle-criticism-trans-
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formation in one's own department, and succeed in 

the struggle to seize power from the handful of Party 

persons in authority taking the capitalist road and 

really do a good job i n  wielding power for the pro

letariat. If we forget this central task it means that 
\Ve have forgotten Chairman Mao's teaching: "You 

must concern yourselves with state affairs" and for
gotten ihe great proletarian cultural revolution and 

the socialist road, and we are in danger of losing our 

bearings and going astray. 

Revolutionary dialectics is irresisLble. The bour

ge,Jis headquarters will b2 smashed. The great pro-

Ai .riJk 
RENMIN RIBAO 

letarian cultural revolution will win complete and all

round victory. 

Comrades of the proletarian revolutionaries, young 

revolutionary fighters! As we commemorate the first 
anniversary of the 11th Plenary Session of the Party's 

Eighth Central Committee and the big-character poster 
''Bombard the Headqm:irters," let us hold still higher the 

great red banner of Mao Tse-tung's thought and strive 

to perform new deeds in completely smashing the bour

geois headquarters! 

(''flJngqi" editorial, No. 13, 1967.) 

Bombard the Bourgeois Headquarters 
0 NE year ago today, at the Eleventh Plenary Ses

sion of the Eighth Central Committee of the Party, 

our g1·eat leader Chairman Mao put up his big-character 

poste1· "Barnhard the Headquarters," a poster of great 
historic significance. This makes that day an imp0r

tant date which \\·ill be recorded as a lar:dn:ark :i: :'.:e 

history of China·s great prole:aria:r1 cu�:,i:·a"; :·e·,-,:,:...::'.-:;::.. 

He wrote: 

"China's first Marxist-Leninist big-character poster 

and Commentator's article on it in Renmin Ribao 

(People's Daily) are indeed superbly written! Comrades, 

please read them again. But in the last fifty days or so 

rnme leading comrades from the central down to the 

local levels have acted in a diametrically opposite way. 

Adopting the reactionary staad of the bourgeoisie, they 

h2ve enforced a bourgeois dictatorship and struck down 

the surging movement of the great cultural revolution 

of the proletariat. They have �food facts on their head 

and juggled black and white, encircled and suppressed 

revolutionaries, stifled opinions differing from their 

own, imposed a white terror, and felt very pleased with 

themselves. They have puffed up the arrogance of the 

bourgeoisie and deflated the morale of the proletariat. 

How poisonous! Viewed in connection with the 

Right deviation in 1962 and the wrong tendency of 196-1 

which was 'Left' in form but Right in essence, shouldn't 

this make one wide awake?" 

This big-character poster concentrated its fire on 
bombarding China's top Party person 111 authority 

taking the capitalist road. It exposed the bourgeois 

headquarters hidden in the apparatus of the dictator
ship of the proletariat and within the Party. It sounded 

a clarion call for a sweeping advance in the proletarian 

cultural revolution. 

When they read "Bombard the Headquarters," it 
suddenly dawned upon the proletarian revolutionaries 
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that there were two radically antagonistic headquarters 

inside the apparatus of the dictatorship of the prole
tariat. One was the prnletarian headqua1"ters headed 
by Chairman ]\fao: t'.",E: o· 11er ,·:as t:-:.e bc;.;rgeo:s heEid

q1_1arter3 fltadeC. b�,: c�:::�·:; h.::!·�s:-:c�o"/. The ar:!ag:-= :-:-

concEntra,ed exprEssion o:'. the ex:ren:::cly :-::a:-p. coc

plicated and deep-going strngg:e be:·,•.-Eeci ::he !'.\"O 

classes, the t\vo roads and the t"."l.-o lines u.r:.Cer the con
ditions of the dictatorship of the proletar'.at. As soon 
as the great proletarian cultural revolution appea1·ed 
on the horizon, the handful of top Party persons in 

authority taking the capitalist road, with their reac
tionary class instincts, sensed that this revolution 
sounded the death knell of the bourgeois headquarters. 

Therefore they put up a desperate struggle. 

The bourgeois headquarters headed by China's 
Khrushchov which worked under cover within the 

Party for a long time is the most dangerous enemy of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat in China. Flying reel 

flags to hide their true colours, they lay in ambush by 

the side of Chairman Mao. The easiest way to take a 

stronghold is from within. Counter--revolutionary ac

tivities aimed at subverting the dictatorship of the pro

letariat in China were conducted at both the upper and 

lower levels, and mainly at the upper level. The greatest 

danger lay at the upper level. In the Soviet Union, the 

bourgeois headqu'"rters took shape, headed by Khru

shchov. It usurped the leadership of the Party and the 

state, and the whole country rapidly changed its colour. 

\Ve have to take warning when the cart in front over

turns. 

The bourgeois headquarters hidden in the Party 
\Vas rigged up by a handful of people taking the capital
ist road who had wormed their way into the leaEling 

bodies of the Party and who colluded with each othe1·. 
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