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Guiding Light for the Great Proletarian 

Cultural Revolution 

In Commemoration of the 25th Anniversary of the Publication of 

Ta/ks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art 

RE:VOLUTTONARY pl'opll' throughout China arc today 
Cl•1·cmornously commemornting the 25th annivcr

�ar) or the publication of Chairman Mao·s Talks ut the 
Y,man For11m on Literature and Art. This is another 
intportanl evl·nt in our counlry·s pul1tical liie. following 
the pt1blic reltc'asc of the May 16. 1966 Circular of the 
Ct·ntral Committee o[ lhe Chinese Communist Party. 

[n the Tulk:; our great leader Chairman Mao crea
tively and ,, ith genius developed the Marxist-Leninist 
world outlook. For Lhe .Cirst lime. the Talks put forward 
in the most systematic, complete and indsive way the 
histot·ic lasks of Lhe proletarian ci.;ltural revolution and 
ii:, supn·nw guiding principles. This epoch-making, 
g1·cat e�hl!Y is il beacon that will always illuminate the 
rcvoluliom11·y likrature and art of China and the 
whole world. The Tai/cs is a pr·ogn:unmatic documeDt 
guiding us in our advance in the great proletarian cul
lural revolution, which is unparalleled in histot·y. Its 
illustrious ideas inspire hundreds of millions o[ revolu
h,mill'_\' pr-ople in their fight to storm lhe deeply en
trenched strongholds of I.he bourgeoisie. 

Chairman Mao states in the Ta.lks: "Literatu_re and 

art are subordinate to politics, but in their tu_rn exert 

a great influence on politics.'' [n another brilliant work, 
On New Democracy, Chairman Mao says: "As for the 
new culture, it is the ideological reflection of the new 

politics and the new economy which it sets out to serve." 

Sucialist Jiti:t·ature and art musl serve proletal"ian 
politics, the woi·kcrs, peasants and soldier·s and the 
consolidation and development of !he dictatorship of 
the proletariat and the socialist system. 

What has been the situation in lhe literary and art 
circles of China since the whole country's liberation? 

Over lhe past 17 years, the lop Party person in 
authOl'ity taking the capitalist t'Orr!, Lhc Peng Chen 
counter-revolutionary rcvis10nist clique, and Lhe gang 
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or revisionist chiefs in literary and arl circles - includ
ing Chou Yang, Hsia Yen, Lin Mo-han and Chi 
Yen-ming - whom thC'y shielded and backed, used 
lile1·ature and art as their outposl in their atlempt Lo 
restore capitalism. While controlling this posilion, they 
wildly 1·esistcd and opposed Chairman Mao's proleta
rian rcvolut ionary line on literature and art and spread 
large amounts oI teudal, capit.:list and 1·evisionist 
poison. in a vain attempt to confuse people ideol.ogically. 
By doing so. they were serving bourgeois politics and 
the landlords. rich peasants, counter-revolutionaries, 
bad clcmenls c1nd Rightists. and preparing ideological 
conditions for lhc overthrow of the soctalisl sy"tt:m and 
lhe res Lora lion of capi talisrn. 

The atmosphere in these literary and art circles 
conlrolkd by lhe revisionists has been cloggLd with 
stress on the ancient as against the contemporary. with 
worship of the foreign and scorn fur Lhc Chinese. with 
praise [Ol· the dead and contempt for the Uving. Our 
lile1-ai·y wodcs. films. dramas and operas. ballads, fine 
arts, music. dance, etc. are infested with ghosts and 
monsters, both ancient and mod(;!.rn, Chinese and for
eign. 

Many Literary and art works, ilagrantly or by in
nuendo, p1·cach that '·treason is justified"' and "exploJLa
lion is merilot•ious:• disseminate lhe theory or ··the 
dying out o( class struggle·• and bourgeois reformism, 
propagate the philosophy of treachery and survival, or 
c.?ven lamper with Party history in urder to gloriiy the 
lop Party person in authorit-y tak.i1�g lhc capitalist road 
and secure him a place i .n hisl\.wy. 

The old Propaganda Department of the Parly 
Central Committee, ovet· which the revisionists retained 
control, was "a pa1ace of hell" and the old Minis
try of Culture had virtually become a "mini,;try of 
emperors and kings, generals and ministe1·s, and 
scholars and beauties." These orgi;1ni1.ations and most 
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