
in the proletarian cultural revolution. This being so, 
we can certainly defeat every kind of monsters and 
win victory after victory in the proletarian cultural rev-
olution. 

• 

Maliciously and gleefully, the landlords, rich peas
ants, counter-revolutionaries, bad elements and Rightists 
at home and the imperialists and revisionists abroad 
think that they can gain some advantage while we are 
unmasking and criticizing the anti-Party "Three-Family 
Village" gang. We have to tell the readionaries at 
home and abroad that they are as stupid as a donkey. 
The exact purpose of unmasking the anti-Party "Three
Family Village" gang, subjecting them to criticism and 
sweeping away all the monsters is to eliminate 
your agents within our Party and our country and 
remove the "time-bomb" on which you place your hopes. 
As the great proletarian cultural revolution develops 
in depth, we shall implant Mao Tse-tung's thought still 
more firmly among the people all over the country and 
completely dig out the roots of reYisionism and of the 
restoration of capitalism. History ,\

-"

J.l ruthlessly deride 
you silly donkeys. 
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The reactionaries at home and abroad have spread 
the lie that we are attacking all intellectuals. This is 
nonsense. China's great proletarian cultural revolution 
is directed against a handful of evil men who put up 
the signboard of communism behind which they peddled 
their anti-communist wares; it is directed against a 
handful of anti-Party, anti-socialist and counter-revolu
tionary bourgeois intellectuals. With regard to the great 
number of intellectuals who came over from the old 
society, our policy is to unite with them, educate and 
remould them. And the ranks of the proletarian intel
lectuals are steadily growing in the course of the great 
cultural revolution. 

Revolutionary people, let us all unite still more 
closely on the basis of Mao Tse-tung's thought! 

Holding high the great red banner of Mao Tse
tung· s thought, and the great red banner of the prole
tarian cultural revolution. let us go forward in triumph! 

Long li\·e the great proletarian cultural reYol u tion ! 

(""Hongqi"' editorial, No. 8, 1966.) 

Capture the Positions 
• 

the 1n 

Seized 

Field of 

by Historical 

The 

Studies 

Bourgeoisie 

T
HE great proletarian cultural revolution is pounding

the reactionary fortresses in every sphere of ide
ology, including those in the field of historical studies. 

The representatives of the bourgeoisie have made 
historical studies an important position of theirs in 
opposing the Party and socialism. They have distorted 
history and used the past to satirize the present with a 
view to deceiving the masses and preparing public opi
nion for the restoration of capitalism. However, the 
broad masses of workers, peasants and soldiers, revolu
tionary cadres and revolutionary intellectuals are using 
the weapon of the materialist conception of history to 
reveal history as it really was and analyse the present 
trends of different classes, and they are waging a fierce 
struggle against the reactionary conception of history in 
defence of the dictatorship of the proletariat and social
ism. 

The revolutionary materiaEst conception of history, 
i.e., historical materialism, and the reactionary idealist
conception of history, i.e., historical idealism, are dia
metrically opposed to each other. The former holds that
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the history of mankind is the history of the working 
people, whereas the latter holds that the history of 
mankind is the history of emperors and kings, generals 
and prime ministers. The former holds that revolution 
can change everything, whereas the latter holds that 
the favours granted by emperors and kings, generals 
and prime ministers determine everything. These two 
diametrically antagonistic conceptions of history can 
never coexist in peace. 

Proletarian revolutionary fighters arm their minds 
with historical materialism and use it to observe and 
change the world. All reactionaries are historical ideal
ists who invariably attempt to turn back the wheel of 
history in violation of the laws of historical develop
ment. As the socialist revolution deepens, those who 
cling fast to historical idealism inevitably degenerate, 
one batch after another, into anti-Party and anti-social
ist elements. This is an objective law independent of 
man·s will. 

That is why the bourgeo:s "authorities" entrenched 
in a number of positions in the field of historical stud-
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