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PIRD ot Moy ety

. TOWARDS A

- 'CONTI NENTAL- |
. MASS PARTY ()

T ImCONSCIENCISM has posited and stressed the

.- need for “"an optimum zone. of'selftir_iduce,d
development"' as a' necessary and indispensable

" condition, if the African Revolution must remain®

yiable. . . L .
. The analytic form of Xill {(Union through posi-
tive action of liberated territories G1 G2 G3. . Gk
which can be achieved only and only-if a process

. ' of inerease of positive action and decrease of nega-
.. | tive action is assured in each of the k Territories

. " from’ | o k) means in effect that the Africah conti--
nent as a whole can’ be regarded as equal to ‘a
" single-zone of optimum development, capable of

“bringing about complete decolonisation and self-
_induced development at a fast tempo. Moreover,
opposition to neo-colonialism is never really effec-
five unless it is set within-an optimum framework of
development, capable of becoming an optimum
centre of resistance. -
. As the analytical formular indicates, a centre
of resistance cannot be really strong unless it is ac-

" companied by strict ideological unity, which once
secured, is bound to express itself in the form of a.

-single ‘political organisation, which is powerful and
capable of mobilising the people, and.in a position

" 4o demonstrate its cohesion, the firmness and effec-
- tiveness of its strategy and at the same time speed,

‘up its revolutionary activities. . -
! platform on which all forces of the African Revo-
_El"ﬁpn can be brought together into a continental
“mass party.” . Coe
"~ We are forced.to restate our view that events
1 in Africa have made it clear that just as organised
pressure from below_has been the most effective
weapon. against- colonialism, so also are mass
~ movements of the people the most potent instru-
-ment for bringing neotcolonialism and apartheid to
‘their knees. And now as neo-colonialism is working
on an all-African basis, the mass movements of the
* people must be co-ordinated on a continental basis
and made to fight with a continental strategy. .
" The Addis Ababa Conference provided Africa

.--'Qlif:l'h"'a single programme of action—the: historic {
African Charter. The Charter calls' for a resolute,

fight against colonialism, neo-colonialism and apar-;| relation” to one another”.
: N : ST TR IvWhat this means is that the

- 1t is true that concerted action by African
states in. the international arena has increased the
isolation of South Africa. Nor can'it be denied that
Portugal and Spain have been foreced to have
- second thoughts.about the trend of events in their
~ colonial territories. : - R
Al this notwithstanding, imEerialism has made:
great- strides since Addis Aba
. African Revolution. Indeed, _
of view, imperialism has made more gains than the
" African Revolution since Addis Ababa. .
" Wa have made gains towards isolating South
‘Africa but are these not largely offset by the con-
tinued supply of arms to that country, the build-
“ ing - of armaments factaries \
and its continued trade with Britain,. U.S.A. and
Erance which, in any case, handle the bulk of South
Afrigan trade ? Qur moves against _
have been mostly in the nature of harassing actions
 which-are useful, but a war can only be wen through
" full-seale offehsive actians that destroy the enemy's
war potentfial. S

We haVe'madé’ gc;:ins in the: Rhctissias{_;r}ég

doubt. But the sleek manoeuvres of imperialism
over Angola and in Congo

off the Southern portion: of  the

effective support by the. African Revolution begf—%‘-

- .ing down from the East and West coasts, =«
~ In the Congo en
still being used to resist the march of national-

‘ism, and the treacherous Tshombe has again be--

come a threat. - o T Ty

. .Conﬁnued'oh.' pa\ée 8

- . . ' Y

span of a short but weighty book, unites all his pam-
phlets, and countless speeches in one comprehen-

sub-heading says, is a philosophy and ideology for
reference to the African Revolution, Its author has

already established himself as a man of action, a
man of practice, capable of intuiting in any indivi-

K WAME:Nkrumah has spoken fime and again. of

African genius in conditions of independence. |
“himself making a contribution-that is already astonishing. He
proved himself a strategist, 'a thinker and a statesman. Now, by his book
"Consciengism”, he establishes himself firmly as a philosopher.- = .

. In “"Consciencism," :Kwame Nkrumah, in the

sive philosophical utterance, "Conscisncism", as the -

de-colonization and development ‘with particular -

 "Consciencism'' has set ‘up. the - thieofetical

a  Conference, in-
strerigthening its. defences against the tide. of the
from a longsterm:peint-

in . that country,

South. Africa’

{Leopoldyille)igduld. sea;

“should be.

phy in American universi- -
ties and further pursuing. it
in ‘Britain, Kwame Nkru-
n:2h was all along formu-
lating the-essentials of his
philosophical creed. In®
Consciencism; he has at
length presented us with the
‘matrix and theoretical sanc-
tion of his practice. =~

Consciencism opens with.
a discussion of philosophy:
The author admits that it is
possible to look at philoso-’

singles out two ways of
treating it for extended:
development. The  first:
which - occupies ‘the first.
chapter of the book is call-
.ed by im the- “Academic
i Treatment”. This, -he says, -
"drises from an attitude to
philosophy as-if there were

ments - standing in logical

conclusions and the pur-
pose of philosophical utte-
‘Tance are in this treatment:
made of -less significance
‘than the logical conditions
- ketween the sentences. -A
whole philosophy can
through being treated like
this be made to hang in
ithin air ‘having no connec-.
“tion with anything: concrete
or consequential. - Philoso-
~phy. thiis bécomes a kind of

lectual jousting. _

To -develop philesophy
like this; Kwame Nkrumah
could have used the plain
historical method, moving
from philosopher’ to’ philo-
sopher, This would -have
been excessively  laborious,
repetitions and  withont
much profit.- His - method
was instead to. identify the
basic questions of philoso-
phy, and to follow these
questions' through ‘the cha-
sracteristic treatment given to
them. by ,academic philoso-
phy. U
_ i These questions ar¢ iden-’

.as:the_question “what-there. | -

\is” al the question: how.
whag%ere is m}ght{be ‘

plained. - If “thidie: ate:

bosic questions of. philoso-.

them ‘must already deter-
mine the character of “the

. While teaching . philoso-

phy in diverse ways, but.

“nothing to them but state- |

parlour-game, a mere intel- |

ex--| .
“ithe .

phy, thén the “answers’ to |-

asire philosophy, of 2 man. |

dual case..what the correct guide of action

3

When such a claim'is made,

it is. naturally needful "to
substantiate it. The claim
gains substantiation in both

the first "and - the fourth

chapters ; but especially in
the fourth chapter where the
‘author -painstakingly shows
how step by step. his own
answers to the two ques-
tions determine his ethical,

political, and epistemologi- ¥

ca: position. .
THE ACADEMIC
TREATMENT

" still .developing the 4ca-
Kwame |-

demic - treatment,
Nkrumah “divides answers
to the first question accord-
ing to their - treatment of
matter.-Those which accord
to ‘matter an absolute and
_independent  existence. : he

groups together as material-’

ism. And with this group he

contrasts idealism. .

“Always going to the root

of the matter, he avoids for.

the time being a headlong
engagement with idealism,
until he has -identified- its

. sources. Thesé he finds in

solipsism and in a theory
of perception. He distin-

goshes two stages of solips-

ism, -complete and incipient.

I quote part of his. discus- "‘

_sion of complete solipsism:

“In complete solipsism

the individual is identi-
fied with the universe.

The universe. comes 1o

consist of. the individual

and his experience. And-

‘when we seek to inquire
° a little of what this gigan-
tic individugl ~who _fills
the universe i
“pounded, . we ‘are (on-
fronted with diverse de-
grees of incoherence.- In
_solipsism,” the individual

starts from a depressing

_scepticism about the exis-

tence of other people and .

other things-While in the
grip of this pessimism, he
pleasantly . ignores . the
fact that
is part of Jthe external
world, that ‘he sees and
‘touches his own. body in

“that he sees and touches
‘any ‘other body. If other
bodies dre only portions
of the individual’s expe-

* _inagic he must disincar-
. natehim self. In this way,

‘accracy of exposition. and
is com-; .
"Consciencism derivests

-Nkrumah ‘argues that when
is . own body.|

"known through the ‘senses

‘axactly the same . sense | cau .
' -knowledge are full:.of pit-
falls, .and. .decides ‘that he .
-who is busy doubting things

‘rience, then by the same |
exist, he claims too m-l_;ch.?'

the individual’s .role as

.

the uﬁﬂoW’e?ihg of the
n this unflowering, he is

‘has already

. .a strategist, ..a thinker, ..a statesmah;-

“the centre of solipsism
begins to wobble serious-.
ly, he is no longer the
peg on which the -uni-
verse -hangs, the hub
around which it revolves.
Solipsism _begins -to shed
its focal point for the
universe. The individual
" begins” to ‘coalesce with
his” own experience. The
individual- - as a  sub-
ject, ' the sufferer - and .
. enjoyer " of experience,
“melts away, and -we are

“left> -with. unattached ;
experience”” - L
- LEY: one of |
many which illustrate = the™]**
author’s succinctness of ex-

This., passage - is

pression and vividness Of
thought "It is from this. |
combination added to the

cogency of argument that
power. _ S
. SOURCES OF .
SCLIPSISM '
Incipiént solipsism  is
illustrated from the philosg--
phy . of Descartes.  Kwame-

Decartes proposes to doubt -
gverything - that could be.

or  through reasoning, be-
cause both avenues of

must exist in-order to doubt,
and therefore claims " to

And now I quote-:

“Though Descartes is

v

Professor ' W.E.. ABRAHAM. "

University oy Ghana) > "

(Department. of Plvzi_;lomphy,v_'

" entitled 10 say: Cogito,

ergo “sum— ‘1 think

- therefore. 1 exist'— . he
would. clearly be under-
standing too- much if - he

understood from ‘this that

-some object .existed, let.

alone that Monsieur Des-

cartes existed. All that is*
indubitable in the first:
‘ " Desctirtes””
_statement is that there is,
thinking. The first ‘per- .
son is in that statement
. no wmore than-the sub-
ject of a - verb, with no-

of

section

more. connotation of. ar

{

tence <is a mere subject
of a sentence, and -does

* not refer to any object or.
group. of objects which is

raining. ‘It in that sen-

tence dees not stand for |
is a . quack

anything. It
prorioun. ’.

“Arid. so  once ‘again’
we have unattdched ex-

perience.  thinking - withp
out an = object - which
thinks.”” - .

“And as the subjeat_ zs

merely — grammatical; | it
. Cannot serveé as a genuine

principle of collection "of -
thoughts, which. will mark
‘one batch of thoughts a -
belonging to .one "perso: -

rather than another . =

- Discussing the other
scurce -of solipsism; Kwame:-

Nkrumah writes :

- It is more normal-to
" -found . idealism -upon |~

.I\:

1 as our bodies .are

L .a blzilbsépher_ _
* | not content himself

F

object . than there is in |
“the aviticipatory -‘it’ of the.
sentence ‘it is raining’.”
The pronoun in this-sen--

“sriioothness.etc., nof
- me Nkrumah says that this *

“anymore, but only its ingre- -
dients, in his characteristic .

B

 some theory of percep-
tion. Here, the iidealist
holds that we only know.
of the external} world
through perceptian; and .
if matter- be held o be
constitutive of the .exter-
“nal world, then we . only
know: of matter through- . .-

V3. perception.” Quite ; gratui- -

tously, the - coriclysion is
drawn that matter owes
_its existence to ﬁg(percep-
 tion. Granted - that .per-
ception is .a function of .-
‘the mind. or spirit] mgtter = "
ends up. depending on
- spirit for its existence’”

. The author goes; on to

point out. that the ‘concep-

tion of perception involved

" |*is one which takes place by

agency of oursenses. And
them-’
selves parts of. the external .
world. if ‘body, being mat-
tcr,.exists: only throygh per-
ceptual. khowledge. “it
could not at;the same time

‘| be the means to. that know-

ledge ; it could not| be .the
avenue to perceptip_n”} ‘

IDEALISM AND
- SCIENCE.| .

Kwame - Nkrumah does.
ot cont with at-.
tacking idealism at ifs roots:.

“He also seeks to ‘establish

that ‘idealism is jejune ; that .
it cannot expldin ggything,‘ A
and that it is incompatible

- with science. and the exis-

ténce of ordinary. thiings like -
apples and oranges. His rea-
son is that the idealists dis-
mantle the world -and find -
they cannot pa?t it. together -
again.. Fortundtely this dis-
mantling? takes place only -.°

‘in thinking. Kwame Nkru-

mali’ cites Berkeley fn. illus-
tration. He says that Ber-
heley having dismantled the
apple into its sweethess, its ..

» shape; its colour, ete, finds

,ti'i_af-he can only say ’that the

apple -is a simultaneity of :
roundness, ;.7
Kwa- .. . .

sweetness, -
is as if one could havesoup ;

<

flashes of wit | -

o o Co : .
. ‘There are .two aspects of "

tke philosophical “material- = -
ism of Consciencism, In its
first aspect, it is -a |comba-

_tive theory, seeking to des-

troy philosophical jdealism -
to which it stands qpposed.
In its second ‘aspect, it is
ampliative. It secksi to give.

‘a general philosophical ac-
. count of the world in exact- .

1y the same way as idealism

“is ampliative. Hence Con-
sciencism not merely depies . .. . .
the theses of idealism<: 4t*"+

substitutes for them.itsown -

theses.- ¢ ST ,

Continued or page 3 sl
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A T T R he Press Club scientific socialism but de- | * enments-(as in. some in- th%% the mind -images 4n | th¢ premise that if we con- | imply that Nkrumaism is & -~ . :
A TP i Th_e_cqlummsfwe.re present at the rress Liu . riving its motive power and.| . dependent African coun- our héadsn;}lo- t"hi;ouggh' an | sider things simply as fized |. cathechism or dogma to. be Lo .
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: .on -Vionday e i - CAf o e | uninterrupted  change of A : onned by : : ‘
" Addison defined .and elaborated on the ideclogy. | est’ and best  in - Alrican |. . neo-colonialism) e being t] pas- | considering how they got | trary,  they asserted -and . ,
el " oF Nkrumaism he ‘might not have made his asser- traditional society. "3 toadvance the | o .o 0% 50 5 e | into that state and how | newly -proclaimed to the -
SR R A B " e s 98T T As Kwame Nkrumah |  sugele to win economic | S8 aWay, i WHCR 0 B © | ‘the. may get out of it, then | whole world that the ideo<. -
T fions. that Nkrumaism s only "an attitude to the'| jamcers in liis “Con- |- 1oqe: g of all seeming:accidentality | 1y & en | whole. w 1at 04 )
e SRS R A ~ . himself says In. hls independence and inten- | _ ;" . s , that is. an unwarranted |logy -of Nkrumaism derivs -
F .U oractice of socialism®.. Comrade Kodwo Addison | sciencism” “What is called v th le for the | 20d of all temporary retro- A HOWBITANIIee 1 08y Ot o ity JSSLYY
RN ©) -€ clallstil O i SCiencis 3 sify the struggle for the gression, a progressive deve- abstraction which leads to |-ing  its vitality and’ Hving ;
- stated infer alia "this scientific approach fo the | for as a fresh step is a | puilding of socialism. B D i the | misleading conclusions. | reality from Philosophical
AL w0 Hdevelopment of society is based like all science,-on l_";:.lyh,‘)f ciﬁm(nlect:ted .ﬂg’“%tl:: The dialectical - method | op g™ = - ~The Columnist in question | Consciencism as its philosod.
e b ; expe”rie'n co on the facts of history an d the world We ie L v:’lamr ee ?)rfm(l)nur o which is an indispensable | ~- MISLEADING - has -arrived at a misleading | phical root. It is a creative,
o 57 around s. Therefore, Marxism is not a completed, B rving oty | compdnent of Nkrumaism " CONCLUSION @ - | conclusion because he start- | dynamic ideology of the —-
e - : . taround us. gretore, V! ds. as th tion . ugn_fy_ngg the society | g the method of inguiry . g : ed from wrong premises, if | New Africa. of the African = E
.- 7 finished theory. As hlsj:o_ry. unfolds, as man gad ©rS | we have inherited, this um? vhich seeks. to investigate | Nkrumaism is opposed- | no time. and no where did | Revolution, which is sweeps
' .. i'more éxperience, Marxism is constantly belqg._eye.: fication to take account ad things in their' movement | 10 drawing = conclusions | Comrade. Kodwo Addison |ing away all the .cob-webs . _
""" loped fo the new facts that have come to light. all times of the: ;la:ratgi and change. The great fun- | about things without taking | and " the other Comrades | of intellectual confusion -
“ LT S T igeals underlying the tradi- | gamental thought .is- that | into account how . they | who participated. in the dis-.| and blazing to its inevitable. " %
" 'To expound: Leninism | tice, hence when this test is | Alonal Alfrican society... . the world is not to be com- !-change and inter-act with | cussion aftz: the definition-| triumph in our life time. . . i
“means to expound the dis- applied to the ideology . of Its ba.s1.s is mater.lahsm. : SRR , . : PR _ N _ o
_ 'tinctive and -‘new, in the | Mkrumaism it is at once | The minimuim assertion Ofv » . T -
" works of Lenin, that Lenin | clear that this ideology has ~materialism is the absolute Y
' Contributed to ‘the general suchcl&fdig_n%t cinly bly fur- ?E“:n ;Itltllil,i’endent existence N . R
.- \tfeasury of Marxism and | nishing the ideological wea- | of ) o n t et L
- _ ; i:lrlza:s»i?ﬁaturally connected | pon »'\bwith_‘ which Kwame |  Nkrumaism -thus draws - tervention, - there will be-ng ;-
S -, iwith his name? " | krumah armed. and orga- | i stréngth from modern, lack of them.. . "= .} h
SR Y Therefore . Leninism’ s | mised the masses in the for- | science -and technology. It * Taking advantage or 1hq ;
'Afarxism of the era of im- | mer Gold Coast colony of | is based on dialectical- mate- | |54 . B8 b presence of her: troops. 1 -
" perialism is. therefore an | Biitain, but demonstrated rialism, its -conception- of |. 3 i .the " -three - East African
v iideology ie the - scientific | its invisibility in action by history 1s matgrl_ahst,gnd, 18 ) g o » countries, Britain ";V&n_t.e‘?- ia
" "+ . iwarld outlook of the inter-'| winning natural  indepen- | therefore consistent with all I . R L . -impose on them aregiomy .
: " ‘pational working-class | dence for the people and |- the teachings of- natural R T T - ai ‘sécurity pact” directed
4 . . movement with.their allies | chiefs.of Ghana. In the cru- | science and all ghe scientific it y - - . by o against ‘the national liberas ' "
47 " the peasants, -farmers and | cible and lest of action in . knowledge available to us » : , . tion-movement, of -the black" _
« ... progressive intellectuals. real. life, Nkrumaism prov: | today. Any assertion of ‘a . ) ’ Y- Kop|ev continent. This attempt of. 0
T e T S ed and has ‘continued to | mere attitude of mind’ : e _ R M;._Sandys however; - was
e I NKRUMAH'S - prove its effectiveness. smacks. of idealism. Of [ = o R o - — — . a tfailure. When he was id.
' ‘ .~ CONTRIBUTION - | © S course, in- OUr -UNCEasing | ITISH . . oL - S the .capital of Tanganyika,: -
' The special and historic | “Nkrumaism is the ideo- | struggle for the total libera- BRIT SH.Commonw_eaHh and Colonial Secretary, | Council of - Ministers of | he stated relictantly, that -
* contribution . of " K'wame | logy - for the New Africa, | tion of Africa, for African | Duncan San.dy-s._‘.has of Ia_+;-:_- been 'l'ravelling'.ilnces-. the QAU,m Lagos._ the _:_Brltls_h_marines woulq
- Nkrumah to the treasury of | independent and absolutely | unity and the building of so- | santly. Hardly having any time to rest after his visit The Barticinants of fhi - | be evacuated from’ the -
' Marxism is that in specific | free from imperidlism, orga- | cialiSm pot only in Ghana | i, pritich Guinea, Malaysia and Cyprus, the Secre- | b; ; participants of this | country at the end .of thig’ .7}
" iconditions - of Ghana and | nised on a continental scale, | but throughout the African -\ L lVialaysia an YPrus, tThe Secreé- | broad African forum | month And on the da; i
. i Africa, in the period of the | founded upon the concep- | continent, Nkrumaism is not +ary §+ar+ed on a voyage to. ‘Af':'ca’, This time he | agreed to include: in the | when Sandys returned. to
" iecllapse of imperialism and | tiori pf one and united Afri- | and can never be a dogma. visited Uganda, Kenya and Tanganyika as well as agzxflda of the forthcoming | London.: the ~British sok g
- .7 icolonialism.in Africa is | ca, 'drawing its strength | Like the creative ideology | the ."Island of Spices''—Zanzibar. . : ‘92 _«ifr:fnce of the - Heads | diefs withdrew from Ugan;- L
- .¢ 7.7 . !that;he has developed in a | from modern science and | that it is, Nkrumaism 1s a - L : , ) A R atrican States. the ques--| da. = R ' _ .
o v 20 | technology and  from the | guide to action. This means |  What is the purpose: of | every”way to-find a pre-'| tion of establishment of a | ‘op\pyyry . RETURNS-
i scientific “ideology firmly | traditional ~African belief | that with a scientific world | the new tour of the British | text to -return -to East United African Command. | P50 00T - RRALARIL _
. ‘baséd on the discoveries of | that the free development of | outlook firmly based, Nkru-.| Secretary 7 - .. | Africa. . P  Th . ool It is true, so far thé -
. science and :Marxism but | each is conditioned by the | maist African freedom ﬁght- R . R o . d € ,W_hx.tehall saw in it, | have only .changed their u,
.~ . icorresponding in every par- | free developement of all”. | ers(in the specific conditions This was not officially | = Taking advantage of the 3t-hi¥. not without reason, a | address in Africa, réturp- ‘
" ticular to our African expe- | - This definition.has noth- of Ghana today, it-is the r'eporgeglv in the- press. San- | disturbances in. the armies" hreat 10 its strategic posi- [ ing to. the base in Kenyd:
_ . rience, history, conditions | ing with an attitude of mind.| struggle for building ‘2 so- | dys himiself refused to make of Tanganyika, Kenya and _%051§. That was_ why the | However, they will hardly *- -
: .and society. "+ | which changes as the mind | cialist society) can adapt the -awy statements about it. But | ‘Uganda, the British dis- |": ”ESh Secretary turned up | stay long here, tgo. About :
- Theory without practice | from day'to day. " | ideology of Nkrumaism to | thereply was furnished by | patched ‘their troops. to | I ast Africa, - a month before: Sandys’
S . is empty, and practice with- | . AR the specific conditions and the. journalists. Francis | these countries. W1th__ot__1t dis- e . " | arrival in Naifobi, Premiet |
s .. . ‘out ‘theory is blind. The It is the world outlook of | historic’ circumstances - of Boyd, the political observer | cussing the reasons -of the | d 1t is now clear that Lon- | Jomo Kenyatta declared e A
b U . ‘test of any theory is prac- | the New Africa founded on | their own particular coun- of the Guardian, wrote at | disturbances here, it'should | dOR Is irying to set up a | that’ Kenya’s government - ERE
S - T S . . R . ~ the beginning of the Secre- | be mentioned that the Bri- | SOIt of “fire-brigades”— | would adhere to its. origi-
. — — tary’s tour - that Sandys | tish military showed excep- | units which would be al-' | nal decision concerning th Y
. : i -1 would discuss with the:-gov- | tional promptness,. they | ways ready for immediate | temoval of British bases T s e
L H érnments of Uganda, Kenya | scemed to have waited for |~action. The British certain- |* = The situation in East
and Tanganyika “problems | it all, or even to have | ly hope tha: control over | Africa is now becoming - g
of -defence and _security”. | known about it beforehand. | such. mobile forces would, | stable. The interests of the :
' e According to Boyd, there | The British operated in the | buiong to -them alone. The'| Libetation Movement.- the
L | would be discussed - the | main from the military. | British lovers of bases in- | ideas of African Unity will
1 question of British regular | bases which they possess in |:lend continuing their armed | help the peoples iof ‘the e
- officers in the armies Of | these countries” which re- | intervention in internal | young independent African . -
these countries and the | cently received their inde- affairs of African peoples. | countriés to uphold their L
future of the British base | pendence. The British arm- | As for “emergencies” which'| sovéreignty  against any.
: in Kenya. The British press { ed forces use the air and |-Would “require” such in- |“Intrigues of '‘the -colonialists. SN
B R unambiguously stated -that | naval base in Dar-es- N : N . i Lo
™ - Sandys would try to per- | Salaam, the air base of Ta- o . ;
., AR suade these countries to | bora (Tanganyika) the aero- TP | N L
e accept British military mis- | drome in Entebbe (Uganda) | - - - IR : '. B A B b
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. i§ tion of mobile forces for | military base by the end of |- - SR SRR S I :
e _ I maintaining " peace ! Which'| the current year. Britain, THE Kwame Nkrumah ideological Institute in -~ - - :
' ' could be used in any of | hewever, is not over anxious | . lati I AR S 4
: | the.. three East- Atrican | to part with the base in | CONSU tation with Osagyefo the Président has. :
| o e, Taner | Xonvn, A corspondent o | finalzed the concrt definion of Nirumasm | 1"
-~ I esnergency arise. . .Such mo- | “Sunday Telegraph”, for “"NKRU 4 IS ‘ ai
. ‘I bile forces, in the ‘opinion | example, wrote frankly that KRUMA ISM I.S THE ID EOLOGYF OR THE S
3 | of ‘thé “Daily. Herald”, | Britain, so far as he knew, | NEW AFRICA, INDEPENDENT AND ABSO-~ - - i_.
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- - | monwealth countries....” ~ | tiis base for some "time LUTELY FREE FROM IMPERIALISM, '.Ol}ﬁAN'. o -
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- Lonscleudsm describes
Jidealisin vatiously ay:‘into:

* xicated speculation’ afid “‘the’

écstasy of - intellectualism’.
- In_ contrast, rhitefidlisin s
" sober philosophy: The -ifii-
tial theses of. materialism;

according to Conscientism, -
are first the absolute andiin=.
dependent Bxistefice of mat-

“ter ; and seeofid the assef:
ticn of tHE eapacity of midt:
ter for ' spefitarieous self-
. motion. Al yet Coriscieie:
- dsm criticlses fiiaterialism. It
would bé tob hdsty to see a
contradiction i this fof the
‘materialisin 6f Consciefic-
-istn asseffs nbt the solé fea:
lity of eatief; but its pfi-

" mary  reality. The - fofmer .

" matériallysi 1% said by Coi-
- seiencisii 1o°Be crilde. This
-distinctigh, as Conscitiicism

points. oiif; figkes it 'fossi- -

ble for Haterialisiii to ac-.

_ commodate ¢eftain . hafd
facts. Thes¢ ate identified -

as those centering #dfotnd
th° phenomenon of cons-
ciousness . ahd of self:Eori-
. sciousness, - the distifietion
between gilahtity and guali-
- ty, and
mind add matter. *Cruds®
materialistit is- besides ins
" capable ef e;zplarhing deve:.
lopmént. + -
The titgé to ehaﬁge miist

be held to Hé eiidefiic in

 matter. I philesophical iiis:
térialisti  fiecéptes  cliangé
and dévElgpitient; then it
st say thiis-; fer if all that.
there dfe ﬁiétiér afd its
. product§; Watier Hiust itself
possess the ability to ehaiige

. in order that it should Have -
= prodncts;

as ‘“Conscienc-.
ism” conclus‘ively establi-

POWER OF SELF-
MOTION

It is necessary for Kwa-
me Nkrumah to: show the |-

- possibility of the urge to
- change  beihg endemic ' in
ﬂtdtter.
.he firgt: joins issue with
-~ those who have deniéd to
- matter, this urge, or what’
Consexenemm calls the
t power of self:motion. He

demonstrates thdt some of

i them, for example Locke,
i i contradiet themselves on
: this qwéshon, by first deny-

| ing to mattér the power of
l sclf-motion and subsequent‘

ly giviag . the  samie power

" without explanation or dapo-
L logy to matter. The author
. ¢ites various théories which
appear to bé silént.on the
seli motion of matter but
‘in fact piesippose it. By
- drscussing the pessible sour-
: ¢e§ of ‘thotion, . he . redches
| thie conclusion thdt the only
. ‘satisfactory postulate is to
. acknowledge - the fower of
. selt-motion of mittet. He
- “then cites a number of natu-
" ral phedorhena which lend
‘support to this pesition.
Hefe too Kwarhe Nkru-
* mah delves into the preju-
. @ices which might disincline
. sorne  philosophets © frot
-.allowing self-motion to
mutter
- (iven that matter has an
onomal .power of  self-
motion, theh it i§ ofily left
" to interpret the Hiotion of
mattéf i suitable ways in
.order to establish the logi-
‘cai possibility of affirming |
the ptithary r&ality of mat--
ter ahd hevertheless thain:

tamnig a distinction be- .

tween consciousness, and ud-

conscidustiess, e“dnscrouSness'_

‘and seélf-conseioisiess,
quanbty and quality, mat-

" te: and energy, body .and |

‘wind. -
Fot thi$ pufp0se, Con-
screnelﬁfn isolates three
‘of motion. The first
‘type is that which is inyolv-
ed|in ¢hange of place, loto-
motibhi ; the sgcond type is
& rotafy metion. And -the
- tmrd ‘type is that which is
-involved m alterauon of

property

Accordihg to Corscietie-

{sm these fypes of ifiotioh

lay the basis for what the
book calls categorial com-

version. Kwame Nkrumah
de‘ines the term in the fol-

the felation betwed

Chdracterlstreally, 1.

-ihdterialism - will

ltawmc way “By catego-

| rial, convérsmh 1 fitedn such

a thing a8 the ethergencg of
self-conséiotsness frctﬁ that
_which is-{6t self-consdions

such a thifig as the @niers
gence. of thihd frohi: matter;
of* quality ffotii- qiiantity:”.
Consciedtisic  appedls to:
the achiévemeiits of * notii-

_nahsm cotist uetroﬁiSm, and--
‘reductipnism jin“the field of”

cutegorral nversion. For:
example; it appeals to Rust.
sell’s, Theory: (Qf
‘also appeals to'thelachieve-
ments of matHeriatied!” o

-gic; and ﬁnally,to those of |

science. |

Equipped with the 1deas
of categorial - cotiversion,
Conscientisti - thefi' Hioves

on to a complex discussion .|

of the philosophical pro-
blems involvéd in the *Hafd’

facts” already cited. Inevit- |

ably, perception has ; to be
discussed .ih- relation to.the.
hard faets: It is at this point
that Consciencism ‘introdu-

“ees . the " ‘somewhat novel

idea of qualities as\_ perce
tudl surrogates. It is*to’
‘hoped that at a future date
the author will develoggthls
idea which is very. m{erest-
mg mdeed : ,

\ROOTS OF

.~ PHILOSOPHY

. There isd questmh which
it i$ well "to ask at- dfice.

Kwame Nkruthal sdys . in |- -

Consciehcisni that philoso-
phy has foot§ ini  sdciety.
Has - the thaterialisti - of

Cons¢ieficisi any roots; or |

let us say, antécédénfs in.
African .s0ciety? This ques-

-tion is afiswered by the fol-.

lowing quotatioii

“The traditional Afrz-.._

can standpoint, of course,
accepts- the absolute and
independent idea of mat-
- ter. If one takes the phi-

‘losophy - of the African, | .

- orie finds thdt in it the
absolute and zndependent
. existence of matter is

e accepted Further, matter

'is not just déud weight,

. but -alive with. forces-in’\

~ténsion. iIndeed . for the
Afrzcan everything that
texists, exists as a com-
~ plex of forces in. tension. )
. In holding forte in ten
sion . to Be -essentidl to

whatever exists; he is-: . .

\‘lzke ‘philosapical  ton-

" Scienkists endowing mat- |

‘ter With. an orzgznal_
power of sélf-motion.”
The ‘social -significanceé of
becorie
cleéaref in what follows.

From the use to which
‘the author puts philosophi-
cal matetialistn, it is evi
dent that he.sees the heegds-
- sity for.it in terms of three
functiens.

The " fifst furiction is to
yield the edtégories and ge:
neral c¢oneepts in terms.of |
which the 5uper5tructure of
the productrve relations of a
grven society can be defih-
ed = and . ‘4ppraised. This

'superstructuré includes its~

ethics, it§ political theory;
-and other aspects of the
sot:rety s way of.life. The -

wdy in which philosophical |

thaterialistii detérmiines this .
stipérstructiire is illustrated
by" the ediictiofis ih ~the
ﬁe]ds ‘of ethics; politics, law;
rehglon, ¢ic.. which -Con:
sciencism makes from mas
tenahsm o .
“ THE 'COSMIC RAW
"MATERIAL
. The second function is t8 |
Bé in haffiony with Scignce .
which, a§ Cofistigticismait-
“dicateés, i§ the riost reliable
forin of humdn kiowledges| -
‘ahd theteby to aduimbrites|
a philosophy. of sciencg,
The third futiction i8 of
course to refute phlloscphl .

éal. ldeahsm which it ¢onsi: | -

ders- to, be thé malistayrot |
the ideologi¢al supetstrtic
ture of relations of produc:

tion which are alién to the

African conseciénce.

By this conceptioil of pur-,
pose, Kwame N
passés’ from the absract to

the concrete. One may give -

an ‘illustration .of this tran-
-sition.- by con51dermg his
persplcuous drscussron

':".}
i

Types. Itif i

kruamh.'

the extent of what there 1s
Suppose oné Wwefe 0 say
"could be -obtdlded froi 4
teifain substance
following Conselencisiit,

aw. material; Thén atiother

* fhuch of the eosihic. faw

.may new quote :

how this seeond qdestzon
of philosophky. in its- first
dspeef staids  vissa-vis

. aspect, the guestion - re-
latés: .to  ihe " possible

Fateridl; . . . if .
.. cosmic raw materzal is
¢onceived to Have ~an

theist or a deist positioh:
In either casé, one posits
. ‘d " foree transcerident to
" the cosmic. raw. material;
and which “vecasions it:
Oné - is a theist if one
supposes that this trans-
- cendent force is Heverthe-
léss immanent after some
faskion*in what there is;
-econtinuing.: to affeet it
" onéway or another. If
onthe other hand. one
holds the force to: be
strictly ~  transcendental;
-and e¢xcludes it from the
- world ence made, théh
one is d deist: . ’

is deriied ar outside, then
‘one is an utheist. - Fof
" this purpose, pdntheism
.. is but a kind of/antheism.

" It is ‘atheisin using theo:
_ - Thiere
follows a cogent discus-

- logical lahguadge”.

- sion of the sort of
- grounds uponfwhwh one
can speak of a finite or

- this; ‘we tead :

“If however -ohe .pes-
tulates a cause for what |
. there is (i.e. the cosmzc
i raw material), . one is
- thereby commztted to the
* gonception. .Of.. .an . ‘out:
side’ and an ‘inside’ “of
the world.” SR

CONTRADICTION
lN SOCIETY .

- VThrs cosmic eontrast be- |

tweeh the  insidé and the
outside of the world is said
to imply an acknowledge-
ment that there is a proeess
which cemmiénces outside
the world and is. converted
iito the world and its con-
tefits™ The ereation involves

Sc'far the direction of the
.¢usmic process is frem out-

world:

.Now one may quote
again :

- “But’ especzally when

to be reversible, d defi-
hite contradzctzon s
created in "society, the
" tontradiction between ih-
terests inside the world
and mterest outside " itie
~world . o
AT h e contradzctzon
the gaze steadfastly fzxed
upon things ‘outside’ :the
world,  the requzrements
of- earthly life; which in

ehce ©f every human

7terests this soetal oppo-
sition . between. ‘inside’
‘and outsmr u‘ didlecti-

-uséd - to explam the
‘ colirse of many sotietiés,
rihcluding = Afriean socie-
-ties. THhe eourse of such
“soefeties is determmed by

‘tween the .inside and the
outside;  ‘between -

the ' recognition = of this

" the usé to which:it wight
_be put in the exploitation
: Of
pelled Marz 16 criticise
. religion as an instrument
of exploztatzon because

that everything in thé wofld -
which,.
may be eaﬁed the, ¢osmie.
f-thay feel -like asking ‘how |

-tnaterial thete 1§, or whether’
it has a cause er not. One

C“It is worthy oOf note‘
theological’beliefs. In this

OFigiti of the: cosffuc raw . |.
. the-

“origin; then. one adopts d

“If however- the world -

‘an . infinite world. After

" divert the workers' atten-

" tion - from the -value
which they had credted

- side’ éoncerns.” - -

" Mary African sociefies,
‘4dds . the author; fedtced
this kind of contiadiction

side’ By thakmg the visible
world 'cohtiriiots with : the
itvisible world: For :them.
he says, “‘heaven was not

sideit.>

MATERIALISM AND
ATHEISM g

Ralsmo gltestions con-
cerning the possible origins

isin,” Kwamiie Nkrumah' de-
cides that nothing inside

"be ah indication of the -ori-
gins ©Of° the ‘cosmic raw
mater1a1 In his own ‘words,

“there can..’. be no mate-
rial . grounds on which the
adjectives; ‘caused’, ‘an-
caused’, or ‘fitiite’, ‘infiite’,
can be descriptively apphed

cal’ discourse can -logicaily
constitute  the mater1a1
ground.. of -any of the -epi-

they should be postulates”.

conclusmns from

diately fore-going
ments. . Kwame - Nkrumah
subsequently points. out
that his materialism has no
nnphcatron of atheism.
This is consisteht ~with a

seven years ago -fo- the
effect that he is both a
-Marxist ahd a don-denomi-

natlonal Christian.

t6 lead- to an 1deolog1ca1
superstructure, it is neces-
sary to clarify the mode of

Brief reference has already
been made - to the way in
which a frietdphysical ques-
tiohi- abgiit the eosmic raw
fiéterial-may lead o belief
it 4 force transeeridental to

1 the world, atid hehcé to a

.Cosmi¢ contra§t bétween
‘ifiside’ . and’ ‘outside’- ap-

-Whole, and through this’
- contrast to d rehglth ereed
and practice.

Morg gerierally, however,

ter it is obliged to: Hold
thitt the unity of the world
cGiisists fiot in its being, but
in its materlahty It is theén

sich an acknowledgerent. -
e

=side the world to msrde the }

this conversion is thought .

. tdkes effeet when with -

fact condition the exist-.

“being, suffer- neglect 1
This opposttion . of in- |-

“cal*in natufe and can be ;

Ta Xeeskaw; @ cohtést be-
- thé

“terms-of - the” e@ntmdw-.
tion deserzbed ubove. It is.

" kind of contradiction and \ "

‘the: workers that im=

" by their labour to ‘outs

‘ther coiitplex

between ‘inside’ and ‘out:

| Gidtside thé world but in-

of . fiiatter in his. mater1al-, :

the world, which is Cafter all
all that we can know, catl

to .the universe. No impiri-’

thets. It is only left that

This quotation fepresents- |-
imme- |
argu-

statemnent ‘which he: made

. To understand’ the way in -
| which materialism is held

‘its @pplication. to society.

plied to thHe world as a-

siitce  Consclentisin affirris.
thie prlmary reahty of rhat-.

cesses' ineluding :soeial ones
have a mhatérial bas1s and
explanatrdn

ifi Conscieiicismi' one of the
products ‘of itter—a ra:
prodiict ad-
mittédly. ‘Social being also
will then comsist in the re=

production and mainte:
-nance of life’ by "depen-

-dence on an organisation of .
‘productive forcés
‘means, and produetwe rela-
be-

and

tions, The relations
tween  men  which - a‘re
bicught about . by man’s

e N
florts to-transform nature  tors, accusing

in order to reproduce and.
maintain - life, ~affect, ac-
cording to “Consciencismi”

the social, political and jii-

tellectual processes in gene-
fdi. Hence - it also affects

the contéiit of man’s con-
sciousiiess. These processes

aié idéologiéal, dand, accord-
ing to, “Consaencnsm” seek
to consecrate - the current
relations of - productlon.

This vlewpomt is brilliantly-

developed 'in “Consciesc-
ism” in the discussion-. of
instiuments . of ideclogy:

_For example; discussing the
writing of African history,

“Consciencism” has the fol-
lowing words.:

AFRICAN HISTOR_Y

- “Tf * African. hjstory' is’

mterpreted in terms of the
interests of Europear . Mer-
chandise and - cdpital. .

is-no wonder -that African.
nationalism is, in ‘the forms
it takes, regarded as a-per-
version and ieo- colomahsm'

as a virtue.
- “In theé new Afrlcan re-

naissance, ‘we place great

én;phasis._on the presenta-
tion of history. Our history
peeds to be written as the
history of -our society, not
as the story of European
adventures

“African society must be

treated as enjoying. its own
inteorrty, its history - must

be a mirror of that society, |
dnd the European contact

miust find its plate in this

history only as an: African |

experience, even if as a cru-
cial one. That is to say, the
Eilropéan contact needs to
be assessed arid judged from
the point of viéw of the

‘principles attimating Afri-

can - society, and from the
point of view of the ‘harmo-

ny and progress of this-so-
ciety ..

African history cdn
thus become a pointer at the
ideology which should guide

_and d1rect African reéon- |

SOClety thefefore Becomes

m¢ans.

struction. - - -
“This - connection

creat hlstorians, including

rierodotus and Thucyd1des,~

quickly exposes their pas-
“siopate concern with “ideo-
logy. Their - irresistible: to- |-
‘tal, political and sociologic= | .
‘al comtients are partlcular ;

tuanifestations. of more -ge-
reral ideological. stand-

points. Classically; the great .
_historians. have -been self-

appointed pubhc' prosecu-
on, behalf’ of
the past, admomshmo -on
behalf of the futtire. Their

accusations and -admonish-
ings have been set-in a

rmd framework of presup-

" positions, both aboiif - the
-nature of the good man.and _

ahout the pature -of " the

good society, in such a ‘way- |

that these -presuppositions
serve as mtlmatrons of. an
implicit ideology®.

It is in this.way that Con-~
_Sciencigni- attempts to ex-
plain How the presentation’

of history . for. example |
forms pait of an ideologi-

cal - superstructure - of the

meteridl bdsis of a socrety :
the'_‘

- | ‘bringing abouit a. better fu'l-_
‘fiiment of the society, theres .
by, alters the-society.-Society, " :

As "regards’ ethlcs
book says .

—

_ “The cdrdinal eth.lcna.l'
--prmmple of .,pmlosophrcal

conscrencrsm to' treat

each man as an end it himi-,
.'seif and -not - merely as .a |
. .Egealitarianism - -is’
" based on the monistic thesrs

of materialistn. - Matter -

cuae even in its differerit m'a-"'
. It is the basic '
-unity of matter, despite its-

nifestations. .

mamfestatlons, Wthh gives

. rise to egahtarlamsm Basi-

caily, man is one, for all

"mien -have ‘the same basis

and arise from. the same

- evolution according to ma-_

terialism.”
MAN AS AN END

The book then goes on to
say that the basic uhity of
man requirés that the car-
aipal”, principle. of ~dction
should ~ respect. this - basic

principle; and that is. that
no man. should be used
-merely as -4 means but al- -
Wuys as an end. -It.is ob-
cardinal -
.'prmcrple offers a transition -
"to thie abolition of economic .
- gxploitation which essen-. |
tially treats sore men mere-

vious. that this’

ly- as means—and so [it

‘ofiers a transrtlon to somal-,

1<m

be-
“tween' an 1deological stand-
point and the wr1t1n0 of his:
tory is a perenmial-one: A
eheck "on the *work of  the

Tt also dffers a trans1t16h
to politics whosey conduct

" must reserve powers equally o

in the hands of alll.

"1t is shown .in Cohscrehc-
1sux that ethical and politi--
¢zl practices canl be . atid -
must bé- combmed withifi . -
the framework of sgtialiss.
“This 1mmedxatelyi ‘txrs up a
hornet s mest © . -

Kwame
several yedrs agolthai hg
was a Markxist. By this he
-means that certain ideas of
Marx " are relevant to the
African situation,] and if
applied will 1 his own.
‘words, ensure for us “a

‘hormonious growth” and | B

such * transformatrons upon
nature as will develop our
ecvironment for our better -
fulfilment”.- These ' idéas
have beeti ehribraced by him
“tr; serve.as “dn instrurest
of national
and mtegrlty

‘Every sOClety he
“writes, -““Is placed in nhatiife.-
- And it seeks to influence’
nature, to". impose
transformatrons upon nas -
‘turk, as will develop the éns
vironment of the society for:
its better fulfilment.
chariged - environment;

placed in" fature is there-
fore caught in the correlas
tion of transformation with
dévelopmient. ‘This correlas
tion represents . the toil of .
man both as a social ibeing

1 and as an individual. This.

kind -of - correlation has

‘acnieved expression in ‘vas -

‘rious so¢ial-political . theos
ries. For a social-political
- tneory has a section which
determineés.the way iri which’
‘social ‘forces are to’ be de-

ployed in order to-increase. -

the transformatlon of na-
tare »{_ :

Kwame Nkrumah then :

b proceeds to discuss varlous_«_'

‘soccial-political practices
~“which represent - a correla«
tion betweefi- trahsfortiation
and development.

He begins with a discus="
sion of slavery. and- feudal-
ism. In both, he say$, “wor=
kers,. that is,
whose toil transforrts nas -
‘ture for the development of
_society, - ate disassoclated -
“from any say in rule. By a..
vicious division of -labour, ;.
one class of citize t01ls and'

: Contznued On page 8

- -
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WHAT is the most im: |
- porfant problem now.
’facing the - under-deve-

ed countries in ‘gene-
and- Africa in parti-

" w_‘cular, 'but the satisfac-

#on of the material and-

; spi‘ri'l'ual.'nee'd;_;of- the |~ fundament) of dialect-

-7 _‘masses’

- rative, tho leaders’ of

.7 jthe
f | the

B ‘;3 The first obstacle |-
<" . _ - Ifacing those
- _’;,.wh'o believe that "prac- |
i%ice without thought is |
/-r , liesin the ‘state--
- {ment which claims that

i=

s

Pad

blind"

the countries just refer-
red to, have come fo |
conclusion that these |

- i{needs can be

e met only
'socialism’. -

leaders

- E}i’r is - the _contradiction
‘between 'capital' and |

" [*labour".which alone pro-

{

tithe

“fea
v e

as
. ‘rea
;. of

s ‘4.
LI

\ duces sacialism. Indeed, |

economic ‘weakness

twhich is a characteristic

ture of the under-de-
lo.ped countries,

_means that as far asthey |
~ ,are concerned, the con- |
Firadiction between ca-

a rule succeeded in

ching its critical peak

development. |
The leaders who. then

tufn, to their societies

" -to discover in their own

oo

tradition “an original

-method” of socialist de-
“-velopment,

encounter
another. obstacle which

_is even more: _serious,

namely, thé predomi-

nant part ‘played by |-
- magic in the thought |
- processes of . those so-

cieties which.Dr. Nkru-

mah has described as | -

“communalist ~ s0 ¢ ie-
ties”. - e

. It'is these two obstacles’
‘which Dr. Nkrumah has | .
' set himself to remove, |
in order to make it pos- |
-sible to achieve a rapid |
‘‘and harmonious deve-
- lopment in .the under- |-
* developed countries ge- |
nerally »and\_iﬁ Africa in

particular..

. ‘Obviously, such a task
‘can -only "be conceived.

. ‘i 7. “theoretically. And it is
o | this which justifies’ the

t
A

-

-rigorous theoretical me-

~ thod ,employed in -Con-

" sciencism, a Philosophy -

" lonisation

wl7‘

\
A
-8

ard Ideology for deco-

ment. -
Apart from his own jin-
tuitions; Dr. Nkrumah:

\’ had to rely on the raw
~-\ -material inherent in the

representation of . com-

- muhalist ‘thought, and |
' the concepts of existing

theoretical practice.

. As regards the repre-

sentations of commu-

nalist thought, the theo--

ty already defended by
Dr.-Nkrumah in

“MIND AND,

THOUGHT IN PRI-

MITIVE SOCIETY”, |
submitted as a doctorial | -
\ thesis at the University

-of Pennsylvania, US.A.

~in 1943, 1s as follows:— |. '

" could, pass from a se- -
condary to a dominant

“It is °prelogical’ to

:regard the mind of one
.people as magical and

another’s ~as - rational.

Mugical (prelogical) | v
g

- .and rational

‘are’ all - mental beha-
viour”. (page 119 of the

" Manuscript ~ deposited
- - - ‘in the Ghana National
- :Archives.y

. 9. From this dialectical

analysis, the task of the

* theoretician -twenty
© /years later,

. raise .
- thought to the level of :
" .. modern science, by pro-
'+ ducing | the
- ‘whereby the rationalist !

communalist

methods

aspect” of this . thought

position.

When it comes to .con- .t s a conv
 exisl ' sion of a process which

sidermg existing theore- ' hich
i s " | “outside” .

tical “practice, a little

- reflection makes it -pos-
+ sible to pin the obsta-
tle down to the well-

 known simple. process
~ of two contraries: “The |

. duplication -of THE'|
-+ ONE and the know-

""ledge of its contradicto-

- ry facets, is the substan-.

‘ce (an “essence’”,- 2

" feature, a basic pecula-

P

rity, if not the absolute

ics”. (Lenin “Obiter

2. Faced with this impe- |~ D%

11 This concept of the

12. "Theoretical

- simp1e~pr0cess' of two
, contraries . is also the

very matrix of Hegelian
dial_e_!,ctics; B
heoret practice
- (which -herej concerns

~us), unlike Lenin’s poli- [

tical practice, has erect-
ed this Hegelian con-
cept into a basic factor
of Marxist dialectics. . -

. 'When one lacks the ini-

 tiative v fight, and the |
“fight ends in'a series.of
" deieats, mechanistic de- |
_terminism becomes a |’
‘tremendous -force for |

moral resistance, cohe-

. ‘sion and patient, stub-

born perseverance”

" (Gramsci - “Oeuvres
- Choises™. Editions So-

ciales, Paris, pp. 33, 34.)
This passage from

" Gramsci not. only

ax}d develbgf |

has been to |

‘throws light on the pro- .
~bably sub-conscious
reasons which have led
many people to ‘move
- away from the lessons
of Lenin’s political

.practice, and seek re-

,fuge i the Hegelian.
dogma of the simple

ries, but also. -demon-
“allied MECHANISTIC
 to the magic shield
" which is one of the for-’

~ ¢es making - for the
- “moral resistance, cO-

~ . hesion and  patient, |

~“stubbora. ‘perseverance”
of communalist societies

- when confronted with |.

imperialism.
With CONSCIENC-
ISM, the simple pro-
cess of two' contraries,
" the theoretical founda-
tion of mechanistic de-
terminism, and the’
" dominant ~magical - as-
pect  of comunalist
thought disappear in .
one fell swoop, if only
" because .Consciencism
" .gives us-a new concept
‘ih cosmic contrast. .

There can be no mate-
rial grounds on which
the adjectives, ‘caused’,
‘uncaused’, or “finite’-or
“infinite’ can be descrip-
~ tively applied to the

universe. No empirical

" discourse can logically

constitute material

ground .of -any of the.

epithets. It is only left
. that they should be
" postulates.

If, however, one pos-
tulates a ‘cause - for
“what there is™ one is
thereby committed to
_ the comception of an

_“outside” and an “in--
~ side” of the world. This’
~ -need  not lead to any
irreducible  contradic-

14.

15.

tion, for whether :the

~-world “is finite or-infi-
" nite depends,...upon
the ‘mode of conceiving
the world.” Hence the

- opposition is . strictly
_didlectical. . Beyond.
mere formal -dialectics,
however,. one
.cance -of the .cosmic:

. contrast of the “inside™
" and “outside” of the
. world is that it implies
an  acknowledgement
_that there is a conver-

comimences
the world into the world

16.

- theory of the ideatity j,

Consciencism,  Heine-

mann, London)

As: will. be. seen,, -the
- concept of cosmic con-

trast' is opposed to the

of contraries, provided

we conceive of; “the sim-.
ple process of two con- |

traries”,” as the ‘basic

pecularity if not the ab-’
 solute fundament . of -
dialectics”.) In other

words, the concept of

* cosmiic contrast is fun-

17.

- contrast and the Hege- |
- lian concept of dialec-"

- damentally opposed to

the Hegeliani concept of -

"dialectics. -

The opposition between
the concept of - cosmic

© tics can be appreciated

even more’ clearly when
" we view Hegelian unity

and. totality from |
“THE ONE

within : OP
_which is duplicated into
its contrary” implies a
totality of substance,
which is {undamentally

- conirary to the concepts
. of “the inside” and “the

18.

outside” of the world. ",

-ed Hege! and his dia-

" lectics even “in an'.up-

. Dr. Nkrumah could not |
possible borrow Hegel’s-

side down position”,

~ concepts. Hence in

Habi

Since ‘he' has. condemn- |

" Consciencism . you will
- not-find the concepts;of
- thesis, .antithesis, and |

synthesis,  affirmation

" negation -and negation

of negation etc...: .

19. With Consciencism new |-
- concepts have appear:

ed: .action, positive and

negative, categorical |
-+ conversion etc... The

by

- concept of action satis-

" fies the complexity of

the process. = whereas

~ categorial conversion

implies a definite struc-
ture which makes it

. possible in given condi-*

tions, to pass from one

~ category to another, the

transition itself being
determined by, the un--
‘equal development that:
exists as between posi-

: - tive -and negative ac-

-

- categorial
having its origin: from-

enriching the “inside”

Niang |

“and " its contents. As

“thé inside” within the
' . cosmic -contrast - are
- governed by categorial
_conversion. A “positive- |

+ category” is - regarded
~i as one_stemming from

conversion |-

© “outside”- (out-in), and .

Cini - their production

~ as inythe case of every-
 thing produced, in other

" weords the precise mo-

_stitites a real loss for
sequently a genuine

tion

osmic

- regards the :negative.
~ categories, - these. are
constituted by, the illu-
sibility to “achieve 2a
stemming from the ‘in-
- side” and moving to the
which is to. impoverish

of the “outside”.

' categorial  conversion
.. “ih-out™ afe theoreti-
cally null. However, in

- sion that there is‘a‘pos- |
cate gorial convession -

© “outside” of the world
- ‘(in-out), the result of | .

" the “inside” and its.con- |
tents, -to the advantage | -

- “The ‘categories which |-
would arise from “the’

20. The relatiOxiships bc;;-

tion.  prictice, they must be
accounted for as nega-
tive, because  in actual

- fact the decisive factor

tween “the outside” and '

ialectics |

21, Cosmic contrast also

implies that between the.
former category and the
. new ong, there is never
- any identity of essence,
~ since the categorial con-
version brings about 2
real transformation.

also- the theoretical
" - foundation of the real
existence of the multi-
farious categories which
are mutually determin-
‘ed within the ‘complex
- ‘whole, dominated now
by the negative aspect

diction, now by the
- positive aspect of the
-new dominant -contra-
diction, after a ‘catego-
rial conversion. -

-5 . pient of pr(),dilction and o
. the methods used con- |

" ' positive action, and con- |

‘gain_ for negative ac- |

22, Categorial conversion is |

" of the dominant contra- |

. The dismemberment of: '-'f'. ',
- 'the sfructural pattern'of

" unity of the principal. -

-

- imply the .

a new sStructural -pate

ce-of:all the

- former’ secondary cate-

. category and the recon- -
“struction’ by means of .~ -
categorial conversion of . ©

‘tern, that is.a new prin- . S
‘cipal category, do mot '
, antomatie’ -

~ goties which 'in a large”

' ‘measure” are Of & .spe-:.
- cific ‘and autonomous-
character, one of which-

‘,"*v- S

 possibitity of the: sur- -
‘vival offthe ideology of: '
‘the . primitive commu-.. . -
nity in . spite of ‘the.
‘changed structural pats - .
tern within the commu=" *

¢ Loa
v o

becomes-the main con-' - °

" tradiction within the Tes -
. ‘constituted wunity. - - .-

“Here is where .we.

meet with one of the
. theoretical foundations, . -

if notthe real theoreti~ - L
cal foundation Of the-. -

- nalist- society. -

With “the._introduction ©

of .the -concept of cos='

mic. confrast which'rids .
- us of MECHANISTIC

DETERMINISM  and

_ ‘opens up to the under-

. developed countries, in

general ‘and Africa in’

-particular, the path to
- socialist . development,

" whose index is repres
sented- by the. formula .
“d” -equals “‘pa”. over .

“na” the

basis of the ultimate

theoretical” - .

" determination by the

7 economic factor. -

ety

" process of two contra- .
strates how very closely -

DETERMINISM is to

signifi- -

MIATHEMATICAL -me-

" thod ‘and logical rea-

soning are not really two
watertight comp ¢
ments, since the first is-
an extension of the se-
cond.
given .phenomenon, we
move from one to the
_other as soor: as we .can
give the phenomenon we
are dealing with spatial
or numerical- characte-
ristics.

Indeed,

in" any

The definition of the

field of mathematics as

one of measurable mag-
nitudes and their nume-
rical or spatial correle- .
tions_is essentially indi-
 cative, since mathemati- .
ca! exploration
leads us finally to ques-
“tion the artificial barrier
existing between . the
world of measurable
magnitudes and- the: in-
' commensurable ‘world.’

itself

Does this mean that

the use of mathématical

symbolism cannot _ exist

sp

outside fhe area of what-
_is

_measurable, oufside
atial and numerical re-

lations, unless we are
merely toying with

things? = ‘

For .instance, let us take
the symbolic representation
of the world balance of
forces in a colonial situa-
tion, i
CONSCIENCISM. Kwame
Nkrumah uses ‘“‘pa” to de-
signate the -sum of those.
forces seeking social justice
in terms_of the destruction
of - oligarchic exploitation
and oppression.. He then"
denote the.

| uses “na” :
sum of those forces tend-

as -~ represented in

to

ing to prolong colonial -sub-

jugation .and exploitation.
.'Here “pa” and-*‘na” repre-

and its conte1ts’. | sent the “plenum of -forces

(Kwame Nkrumah,

-in tepsion”,

art-

.G

this

| we are in fact ‘dealing with
a serious problem. Either

e

“clear, or we’shall have to{*
try to represent the pheno-:
menon in a manner that

wil

| approximation of the rea-
lity,
forces, the plenum of for-

CcEs

reality. Fortunately in -this
instance . statistics- provide
a link between the imiea-
surable
sciences. It would not be
logical to fight shy of re-
vresenting this plenum of
forcés in two contradictory
factors which are assessed .
through a statistical appro-
ximation, and believe in.the
concrete - expression of ‘the
‘symbol “Yes” or: “No” as
used in the course of a
réferendum, for exambple.

PHILOSOPHY AND
POLITICAL ACTION

Obviously Chapter V. of
'CONSCIENCISM
something of its urgency,

for

diately grasps fully and
rationally - the philosophical
argument developed in the
preceding chapters. It takes

on .
tran

of a purely discursive ratio-
cination. And yet it makes
.| it possible to give precision
to thought, and throw light
upon the connection that
| exists between philosophy

and

Chapter V seems, as it
were; to serve as a parapet..
In -Africa we need to.exert
a special effort in . order
constanly .to bring the mul-
tifarious ‘concepts of mo-
dern life within the reach

of

“and
' concrete as we -can.

_Any book, and more
particularly a philosophical
‘work, runs the serious risk-

of

‘| vague kind of, v’pro_paganda. |

-

nscie

‘where. _ everyone €Xpresses
his own idea, and disforts
and misinterprets the real.

enerally speaking, since
is a social phenomenon,

refuse to see our way | possible manner.
where magic still plays
‘ _ quite a substantial - part. in
lead to -a statistical | peoples’ thought processes
since -the opposition of .
non and the political strug-
gle particularly constantly
provide:a fulcrum for le-
gends and myths. There is
therefdre . an
touching the people for
whom the work is mainly
-intended, in placing at the
disposal of their. none too
skilled cadres a condensed
argument in a form that is
absolutely accurate * and
easily - assimilable, such as
is provided by mathematic-
al ‘symbolism. A

Tt may be further argued
that the relations between
-symbols tend to remove
some of the mystification
from political life. This is

in- tension is a tangible

and the exact

“Hecause the demonstration
of the fact that categorial
change in a given social
environment is merely a
question of an inner dyna-
mic. on bringing into play
the inner. objective. forces,
really emphasises the point
that the mneo-colonialist
tyrants can -enjoy stability,
only if the peoples’ con-

‘loses

someone who ~imme-

the appearance of a’
scription, a redundancy

and the masses remain dis-

condensed  argument by
way of a formula which
political action. limits the possibility of
also has another a’dvaﬁt'age.

for a less naive approach-
to theoretical - disquisitions
“on matters connected - with
the “exact = .sciences . and
directly related: to. the. pro-
blems of the revolutionary
strugg'le. . S
_For example, in - CON-
SCIENCISM there "is - an
index of development -€x-
pressed “as a relationship
between “pa” ~and '‘“‘ma”—

the struggling masses, -
make these concepts as

being subjected to a

'

meaning in the strangest

“Tn ‘a ‘social environment

and - even in their concepts .
about life, social phenome-

advantage,

‘important in Africa today,

sciousness remains asleep

united. In actual fact, his |

distortion by free comment -

It provides an opportunity -

that the idea of develop-
ment is a pretext- for any-
thing in Africa. Is it not in

'that the puppet ' regimes

the 7iced to maintain links
of dependence with the
former - Metropolitan
powers ? Is it not also with
‘a view to maintaining law

today witnessing in some
African countries -scenes of
‘medieval barbarism,. like
the exhibition. in - public

nationalists (patriots) mas-
sacred by foreign troops?.

Is it not also in the name
of deyelopment .that" we
observe . in African coun-.
tries under neo-colonialist
regimes, that the masses
are forced by the police
into political parties of a
fascist type ? R |

In short - - the- African
‘people are made to believe
by the puppets who are in-
capable of carrying' ‘out
their responsibilities, that
ali the -ills besetting them
are pebbles on the beach of
development. And yet the

of the . ‘
worsens- rather than im-
proves. ' :

* INNER FORCES OF
PEOPLE

_The. formula d— pa/na’
teaches that development is
first .and foremost a ques-
‘tion .of  an.inner dynamic,”
which questions the inter-
nal - human .. and . material
forces, and -the way_ in
which. their relationship is
evolving. = _ o
" The -struggle . against

| under-deyelopment (and.
.when we use the term un--

der-development, we imply.

.| comparison with' the highly -

industrialised - pations) . thus
connotes two absolutely dis-
tinct factors. . .
" 1. First the internal pro-
gréssive mobilisation whick’

pa/na. We know very well -

the name of development -

_seek:to justify to-the masses |
and: order in -the interests

of development that we are.

squares -of the heads of

African - masses-

CISIN by Woungly Massga

liberates the energies of the

people, ‘all the inner forces

3. Secondly the struggle ...

" of positive . action, : and’
makes for genuine develops -~ -~

on. the international “plane .

against “the :inequitable

exchange” ‘which  charac-

terises. the trading relations”

between the nen-industrial+ - -
ised countries and the ime -

dustrialised States. . - -

- This is-all that need -be " .

said, for'I am sure-you will -
discover for yourselves the -~ .
ed in- this. -

‘wealth - cOnt:

Jatest book-by Dr. Kwame
Nkrumah. All that now re-. .
mains for. me to do. is'to-. "

join with you as a Freedom ' .-

Fighter; - in - hailing . the

advent of. this book. -
" A WEAPON OE -
"COMBAT -

" 'l.)_r.Nkrumah’s bookhés* e

come as a-guide for action .
at- a particularly -crucial .-

moment  .in the -African .-

peoples’ struggle. It has Dot

been published: to serve: as
blind or blanket for arm-

years roll by, and the fate .chair " revolutionaries,” still. .

less as a means. of enliven- .

ing the new “saloons:of:the’ L

rising African’ bourgeoisie?
It is a .weapon of combat, -

| a theory for the fight Al . -}~ .
| we need do is to-understand "

and appreciate the fact, as’

the author himself puts:it, . - |

that ‘“practice without.

though't . isblindand

thought ‘without - practice : is

empty”. I we ,do .50, .
*CONSCIENCISM”  will -,
‘have sounded - the "deathw: (|
knell of all the neo-coloniae .
list--poltroons -who: -inflict
suffering ‘and misery on the- -
peoples of Afica, and wil
have ushered-in ‘a new. ern -

the era ‘of Africa unitr'
sociadist and ﬁrbsperd!}':: -
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“

-THE pubhcahon of-

S Empmo Criticism publish-
ed in 1908. Lenin’s philo-.
phical-work was not merely

'Consciencism'’ " at

: this period in our history

is of immense and

| epoc h-makmg ~signifi- .
|- cance -
.-+ Africa, but for the whole

. world. A’ ph||osop|1|ca|

not. oniy - for

work of great ‘magni-

tude . and depth has |

been unfolded 'I'o us.
Ideology plays a.very -

sngmf'cani' ‘role in social

lite and in the h|s+ory of

sodiety. Arising.as a re- .

L flection of. the -condi-

- tions of the material life

it

o lar
'Afrlcan Rfevolutlon.‘.

some'l'y

of society, ideology
exercises. on its own part
an active mfluence on

, Henc2 "Cdriscnenc-
fsm" has been correctly

described  as the philo-

sophy and ideology for-

.. de-colonization and de-

velopment with particu-
reference ‘to  the

. ]I. Vladimir Ilyich Lenin .
on the: eve-of the victory of
the Great October Socialist
‘Revolution in; Russia was
compelled to re-state and
defend the philosophy of -
¢ Marxism, . ie. dialectical
materialism “against . the

~ attempts of some Russian
. intellectuals

‘who falsely

| “claimed . that they had re-

Py

- Buf
~eventually, and the bi--

I - “concealed.

v1sed and’ perfected /Marx-

Toism.

The result was of course

~ Lenin’s great phllosophrwl

SOCIRUSTS who dlf—

fer philosophically

" about the nature of rea-
lity may travel a long.
‘way together polifically.

part they must,

‘terness in .which they
part will bear a direct
ratio to the length of -

- fime during which their

differences have been |

‘Inphiloso-
phy as in war the sudden

l strife ‘between kinsfolk

TLEEL

fa

" can be the-most destruc-
* ¥ive, and ‘therefore the
socialist mso-v esmentd
' should ;remain ‘in conti-

nuous. pﬁ'{mﬁcal de-
ba'l'e

Even the yomt of revolt
againstcapitalism -need -not.
‘necessagiliy *be the -poist of;
parting - between socialists

who ac +an -idealitic or

matenalciﬁgt: explanation of

reality; . but :the first essay

in builﬁngﬁ@e new society -
' | irreconcitable

will bribg
conﬂacts*te,._. 3 surface The .

“4n the gmwe The ‘belicwers
who waitsfor“their :resuzrec-
-tion will “comtend with the
- unbeliewers who want to
- burn the remams and
scatter the ashes »
The ﬁercest polemlcs in
Marx’s career- ‘were not re-
Served for - idealistic philo-
sophers or bourgeois eco-
nom1$ts they were reserved
for materialists who distort-
- ed his’ diﬂectlc and for
socialists - - who' misunder-

— stood the role of the class
strugle. : .

For Marx, the doom of
. the capitalist system - was
axxomatlc, but- the natfire of
‘jts -successor- dependend on
" far ‘more than a change in
the mode of productlon

.think
"afresh and develop them to -
‘mget the needs of his par-
ticular country and people.

‘vey of phrlosophy

. physicians .

work Materzalzsm and

a re-statement and defence
of Marxism, but was a. fur-
ther development - of ‘the

‘theoretical and ideological
weapon ‘with which Lenid"

armed ' the ' Russian work-

ers, peasants and -progres-

sive intellectuals to ' assail

(A new

* collapse

and- overthrow  oppressive

Tsarism and established
the people’s ‘power.
This was at the period of

“the Ist World War (1914-
1918) when the system of
-1mper1al1sm was
first breached, and the first

Socialist state in the world
—the USSR, emerged on

‘the world “ scene. Though I

have spoken.of Lenin,- this
has only been to illustrate
how in the concrete situa-
tion of the " ‘nationalist.
struggle a leader has to
through  principles

Kwame Nkrumah does,
not take his beginning from
Leninism but from a sur-

T Kwame_

'The revolutlonarles had to

know what they:-were. do-
ing, or -the:state weuld not
wither away. And unless
the state withered .away, the .

_real history of humanity
vmuld not begin.’

' For Lenm, however, the
heresy-hunt for . idealists
and- metaphysicians in - the

-rapks of the .revolutionary

socialists became a matter
of. supreme lmportance, for
{ achieving the revolution it-
self.” Accusing Bukhanin,
Zinoviev, Trotsky and
other leading theoreticians
in his party of God-seek-
ing, he was prepared to
beeak with - them ° utterly
uniéss they renounced their
views. -

The  First World ‘War

'proved Lenin to be right.

Only the tempered dialec-
tical matenahsts of his own
arty could withstand the
full ‘blast  of imperialist
duress and psopaganda. All -

‘the other socialist -parties

voted war credits for their

governments: arid led the

weikers - to the slaughter. -

. MATERIALISM AND.
But the understanding of

reality  cannot spread as’

fast as illusion- and error in
human* societies “still - in-
-volved 'in .varying. degress

with¥capitalism. As a recoil
from religions and rational- |
istic - philosophies, it be-
comes’ easy to accept'mate-
rialism as if it -were an-
automatic ~ repudiation of
humanism. This is throwing
out the baby with the bath-
water, and it ‘happens in
philosophy far more often.
than in any other intellec-
tual pursuit. Marxists be-
come immersed in monism,
emprncm -and = pragmat-
ism as-eagerly as the meta-
have always
taken to rationalism and

myst1c1sm Even Marxist- -

Leninists could distort dia-
lectical - materialism by’
divorcing completely .huma-

T

“Kwame

-tion .

with, his Phllosophlcal Con- |

sciencism has performed a
task monumental its
scope, for the ,African Re-

“volution and the world in

the second half of the 20th
century, the period of the
collapse of imperialism and
colonlallsm in Africa.

- Philosophy is the attempt

to understand the nature of.

‘the world and . our -place

-and destmy in it. -
‘The task of philosophers -

| has always been. to enrich

generalise its conclusions.

IV. This-is precisely .what
Kwame -Nkrumah has done
in his. Philosophical Con-
sciencism. The méasure of

‘his great achievement is the
“extent to which he has. suc-

ceeded in expressing the

‘philosophical generalisations
of past historical -epochs-
with his own philosophical-

beliefs, with the totality of
the social, political . and
scientific  knowledge now
available. In 'this. sense,
Nkrumah’s is  a
‘unique and original contrl-
bution to philosophy in

- general and to a new. deve-
| lcpment of Marxism in

parucular

msm from the pohtlcs of
‘power. - ‘
Theé --author,..of . CON-..

SCIENCISM, accerting the
philosophical. = conclusions
of dialectical materialism,
begins his book by reprint-
ing a passage from a letter
by Engels; warning. that
Marx and "he had ' never

‘claimed- that the economic’
' factor is the only detérmin-

ing one. “According to the
materialistic ' conception . of
history, the ultimately de-
termining element in his-
tory is the,production and
reproduction of real life.
More than. this neither
Marx nor I have ever
asserted. - Hence 'if some-
body twists this into saying

that the economic factor is

the. only determining - one,
he transforms that proposi-
into a meamnglees
abstract, senseless phrase

Engels goes on to ,sug-
gest that ‘it is the younger
people . who sometimes lay
more stress on the econo-

.mic side than is-due to' it.

But ‘the letter was written.
in 1890, and today it is the
“angry . young men” who
react against the sole pre--
occupatlon with econgmic
factors in the Marxist par-
ties both within and outside
the socialistcountries. .

As we read_ “CON-
SCIENCISM?”, ‘we begin to

‘understand why the author
made the Engels letter the
keynote - to his - book. He is-
‘concerned mainly ‘with the
Jhumanism in African so-
ciety before its involvement -

with - capxtahsm, and means

-to ~prove that it has with-
stood- and will withstand-

the determining factors of.

capitalism. He includes the
Euro-Christian and Islamic
.influences in Africa among

the factors which brought'
these changes into African

society, and concludes-that

their quantltatlve effects
could not bring a quahta-
t1ve change o

E

| this 'understanding and to °

"THE.SPARK

In the word:s:'of,_t.he'
author himself, ‘“‘Our - So-

‘ciety is not the old society, -
but ‘a-new society. enlarged- |
by - Islamic -and - Euro-'|

Christian znﬂuences A new
emergent ideology -is. there-
fore reguired, an ideology
which can solidify in a phi-
losophical statement, but .at
the same time an ideology

orzgznal humamst /princi- .

ples of Africa. Such a
philosophical statement will
be born. out . of the crisis

of the- African. Conscience
confronted with the three

strands of present Afrzcan

: _Socrety

“Such a phzlosophzcal
statement 1 propose to name
‘thlosophzcal Conscien-

cism’, for: it will give the
~theoretzcal basis for an ideo-
logy whose aim shall be to

contain the African expe-
rience of Islamic and Euro-

Chirstian presence_as well
. as the experience of the tra- |’

" ditional African Society,
and , by geste_ztzon, employ

“The 1mportance of these

+ philosophical = assertions. ‘in
the field of politics. lies ‘in

the further assertion that
where the . original commu-

“creative

which will not, abandon the’
i, _

them for the
that soczety ” (p 70)

A\ Phllosoph1ca1
sciencism is thus a.new-and
_development of
Marxism in African condi-
tions and experience. Both

in belief and in action a
Marxist is ‘a’ humanist, he
human_ values

onscrencrs“

lives by

Bankole Akpata Ph D

achleved through human

action.
This -

such clarity-and lucidity, is
L 'consistent with the tradi-
‘tional ‘African way of - life.
The respect for human in-

dividuality and human ca-.
pacity. finds its- logical basis "

in the understanding of

society ‘and its. transforma-v

_tions given us- by Marxism,
and today re-affirmed’ anew
and . developed to a higher

level for us by Philosophi-

cal Consciencism.

philosophy is to . discover

-and generahse the laws of

;nahsm still rémains funda—
inentally humanistic, a tran-

sition. to socialism.can take
place -through reform and

not necessanly through re-

 harmonious
-growth-and development of

standing

humanlsm~ as .
Kwame Nkrumah expounds .
-in ‘minute detail -and  with,

‘The fundamental task of :

with ammoma, meihyl

‘change and ~development-
-manifested in . nature and .
society.- These most ‘general ;|-

7| laws, the laws of dialectics, |
Con- I

provide the theoretical wea:
pon, the method for under:
.and
society.

“VI. In. ‘our own Afrlcan'.'
expenence and environment

Phﬂ050ph1cal Con501enc15m -

is such a phllosophy It
generahses the -laws - of
change and development in
Africa -not only from the
discoveries of ‘science and
Marxism, but from< the
whole. complex . of ‘the
movement of African
Society in its .entirety.

This means .-concretely.
that Philosophical Conscien-

.cismi not only generalises

the: laws of change and de--
velopment. in ~Africa, but

“provides us with . the theo-:

and’ mtellectual

for

retical
means

society, and what is- more,
‘how to organise and har--
ness those forces (1) for the

| total- liberation of Africa
from ‘imperialism,- colonial--

ism ‘and neo-colonialism,
(2) for the intensification of

onversmn_i :

volutlon A humamst soc1ety .
is one where each man is-
considered. an end .in him--
self and -not a means. No |-
capitalist 'society'J\ can- attain | -

changmg '

tke stfuggle for real and
effective African Upity and

Ei | (3) for the building of So-
o czalzsm in' Africa..

The problem herefore

- of interpréting African So- -
4 the pro-
{.blem of -how' to change our -

ciety, has become’
society with "the’ philosophy -

~cal C0n501en01sm as
tellectual guide.

_end -of the 18th. [century,
‘when materialism | fought
-and won against every kind.
of medieval rubbish; against
feudalism in institutions
and ideas; as Leninism be-
-came the revolutionary

understanding
‘1.the forces at work -in our

-

;theoretiCal - weapon - with:

PR

capitalism- after thegSecond
World War,—a " period -of-

rialism, so in the {'second
hdlf of the 20th century.
Kwame Nkrumah’s! Philo-
sophica’ Conscwncxsm will
prove to be the only COnn
sistent philosophy and ideow
logy of the African’ Revolu-
tion, true to all. the teache
ings and. dlscovenes of
‘natural science and! Marx=
ism. Phﬂosophmal}
sciencism -is the theoretical
weapon . with ‘which - the
aroused masses of the Afri-
can people will unjte and -

parts of - 1mpenahsrr .cOlo-
nialism and neo-colomahsm

in Afnca -

H M-..

tothlsasmanxsﬁrstofall
ameans o {

Contmueaf on'| page ﬁ ]

..

_u.,.,......_.c_....“ i

X

!
l
RAGE 5

-and ideology of Philosophi- . '
our in- -

the general crisis of impe- .

Cone- -

smash the beleagured ram~ .

S,

VIL-As in France at the

'whlch the workmél people-"‘:"-
of the Socialist half. of the =~ .°
world fought ‘and - defeated

P

ey
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" ®Ghaka has taken

: ‘ "Africa:

iy

HE viewpo -t of
" "Gonsciecisth" Is that
philosophy  arises from

~and eperal'es within the

_context of & giveh so-

eiety: This viewpaint as- -
serts that "philosophy-

. always arose

from -

social milieu and that a
- social contention is - al-
* ways present in it". We

~~"are here: cﬁﬁcerned with .

_the second aspect of
this ~asseftion, namely.
. the "social contention"

 of the new phllosophy .

We shall try to s8é how
 philos ical conscienc-

- ism seeks to affect :its
“soefal - milieu which s

- Ghana in p&t‘ht:ular and

- Adriea in general. _
1t is nécessary at the out-
81 10 cléar up what seems,
to the lay mind, a confu”
siok of -terms and isms.
Heie in Ghana, we have all.
beatrd of scieatific socialism. .
Dr. Kwaiiie ah him-
" self has stated openly that
road.
of scientilic -socialism.” We
‘have . also, beard of Nkru- |
‘fiiaism; a@d only recently
this terdia was defined as

the ideology for the new -
Awd Dr.
ANkruiali, in thls new
-work, gives the world the
Bl 1losopﬁy of C’onsczen-
cisin. :
~ Supetficially there seems

o be §ofé cohfusion. But,

" en closer exathisation,

there. is in fact o confu-'

~sion at all.

Ghana has embraeed the
ideology - of soeialisii- and

to Dr. Nkfintah there is

~ only one socialism, namely

- lism on : other continents.:

.

'-f;“!' :

sc1ent1ﬁc socialism. And

thls is correet. Nkrumaism -

is the appheation of this

o setenttﬁc sgcialism -to “the

conditions and

asmtxons of Africa. Con-’

- Sciesmiein, on 15, pat, is the
M@l or - theoretical

n' the

‘| of scientifiic 5dti

ba31s of Nkrumalsm Con-

‘sciencism is thus the intel-
lectual tool of the ideology -
[for the new. Africa, very’
“‘much as mathematics often

for

serves as the tool of phy-
sics or- statistics.as the tool
of econotiics; or religion as
-the tool of ethics. Thus,
Consciencism
Nkrumaism and Nkruma-
ism -is the ,partiéulériéatlbn

emergent Africa.
The “soclzlal oontehtlon

of Consczettbtsm in Ghatla
‘and in Afriéa cah be said.

to be the evolution of a
body of principles;. which,
by guiding the thinking and
actions of all Africans;

establish a common rahge
‘of behaviour for, all. This
range of behaviour becomés
the - foundation -of social |
cohesion, in Ghana. and in

Africa. It sets out the mo- |-

ral, social and ° political
valugs to which all the cul-
tural strands it présent day
Aftican society shotild co-
foti, if out of the conflict-
ing strands of présent day

Africa a “cértaih dyhatnic

ity 1s to be create’d

 CONSCHENCIST
PRINCIPLES

Ghandiat’ 8001ety is a
microcosm of Africah
soclefy today. In it the
three layers of present day
Africahl society are 0 b
found. These are the
strands of traditional AfFi-
. ca, of Islamic Aftica and
~of . BEuro-Christian = Africa:
Consciencism -sets out to
“provide a_ set of values -(a
-body of coheréiit priftiples)
which cah providlé, a fatio-

nal rallying point for the |

best i each of these thieg
components of present day
rica.

In this grand elfort to.

dlstll “a Body of con

serves

alism to-

. thought” ‘out of  the three

Alfricas, consciencism has -
to fight on at least threc -
plafcs, everywhere apply-
ing uncompromisingly the
test of reality. Reality is
objective and i8 discovered
thfough practical striiggle.

knowledge. - _

. Consclercism  has to
fight ih the . field. of phllo-
sophy. It has to fight in the
field of moral and social-
- thedry: And it has to fight
in the field of polltlcal,
theory and practice. Put in’

has its philosophy, its me-
ral afd social theoty, 4nd
arising from these, its poli-
tieal theory. The ptactical
apphcatlon of Consciencism
- in Ghana and Africa -in-

in all thrée categorics of

_thought.

Consciencism’s phlloso-
phy Is based on the follow-
.iag principles : — :

1. that matter is the source
- of all knowledge;

2. that matter is. a “ple-

num “of forces in ten-
. sion”;

3. that because it is a
* plenum of forces - in
- temsioh, tatter is cap-
able of self-induced mo-
tion;

‘that_the motton of mat--

et is both unilinear and
i leaps, that is to say,
change in matter is both

. quantitative and quali-

. tative;

5. that mind has a distinct

_ existence eveii- though it
_ - is a product of matter;
6. that there is interaction-

B\

7. that in this  interaction
of :matter and mind as-
: sumptlonSg theories and

cénélusmns .are . permis-

Categonal Com’ersmn

Ktontmued from page 5)

Kwaﬁie Nkfmha.l:l aSSet'ts
ﬁm in Africd the -capital-

ist - system hab Hot taken

" sufficient hold td recessitate
¢he . kind - of - fevolutions
Which must dedtroy caplta:

- Reforis, of coufse, must
"be quantitative changes of 4
evolutionary kind, or they
ot be regarded as re-

forms at dall. . .

The basis of these asser-
"-ticns depends on the philo-

\sophxcal ptinciple -which

the authiot eﬂls “eategotial

" conversion”. This ‘depends

on the. ab:hty of matter,
the bwsic taw mdterial - of
the world, t0 produce con-.
scioisitess, which can - be

explained it temis of overt -

fesponse to stimuli, and for
this - consciousness tb pro-

"~ duce self-conseicusness, of-

which we have only an in-
ternal experience.

“By categorial conver-
* sion”, says the author of
-Consciencism,
such a thing as the emerg-
ence of
frem that which is not self-
_conscious; such a thing as
'the emergence -of mind
from matter, of ~ quahty
‘from giantity.”

The author insists that it

is the task of philosophy .

only to prove the possibility

of this eonversion; and that-

_tracing the details of con-

vetsiofi is one of the. tasks

éf sciénce.
- In the politieal field, the

hain interest lies in the ca--
- tegorial cofiversion of quan-
tity to quality; whether the:
° quantity of change in hu- |
. maf thxrénment can pro- -

duce a  qualitative change
in human society. If it can-
"not“do so then no‘amdunt
of - revolutionary

Yin

“I mean

self-consciousness

-~ change

will abolish the explolwoﬁ
of man by man, of man’s
ithumahity - to - thah, Jf
man’s cotitinual flight o
feality . to - the realins of
Supel‘stitton. If it can do 50,
then no -amount of -saeri-

fice is tbb dreat to dchievs:

socialism—to change - the
énvironment  created
sldvery, feudalism and capi-

talism in the past, which |

hds brouplit Wifs, {iperial:

ism, racial intolerance and -
" religious superstition.

. ORIGINAL

.(I,OMMUNALISM AND
| of history ifito an accept-

SOCIALISM

In-the political field of

Afnca, the: concéptiofr 6f
categorial - conversioh - faiges
additional . problems. = We
know fof ' cettain that IB
itiost afeds of the wWoFld,
the original comhmﬁaiﬁﬁi

of early human seeieties

has undefgone qualitaﬁVé

‘changes. Nothing  shoft of
further quahtatwe ehaﬁgesr-
can eradicate capitalisi, é

(internal exploﬁati@ﬁ) af
imperialism, (extéffal &%

ploitation), from theé soele-
ties . which h_ave ‘ufidergone
‘a cateporial  change  from

communalisti. - The basie
humanism of these soele-
ties has disappeared, aﬁd

can only appeaf agaif,

a higher form, if at ), :

through revelution.
Is this trae of Afried ?

“Fhe author of Cansdenétsm -0

‘says no. He asseéfts that the
basic’ humanism of Affican
society has not disappeared;

and will therefore embracé
socialis Wﬂlmgly and not.
tom-

necessarily ' through
pulsiop: - -

It follows that the dicta-
torshipt of the proletariat,
(Marx’s means of compel-
ling a -capitalist system to
.change over to socialism),
will not,be a necessary con-
. SRS s

by

dition - for revolution in a
sbéigty which is basically
hitimanistic. It also follows, -
‘howeéver, that without the
comparatwely sinple  de-

ship; the tasks of eradicat-
i#g ahd suppressing capital-
ist mdniféstations in Africa
will be inote complicated
and may take longer.

The ohe:party state is
olose -enotigh to proletarian
dictatorship to inake sup-

| erficial analogies possible. -

Yet the tendency to twist -

agee of the = economic
element as the only deter-
Hining one, still | remains
the - iain characteristic of
Western  revolutionary so-
‘¢lalisim;  whilst” the Mmain
characteristic of socialism
jn Affica thdy - becoie a
tendeacy to utider-rate the.
esonefiic factor.
- CONSCIENCISM _ puits
thé eeoRoinic factor into. its
eorreet place, as the prim-
afy but not the only detei-
’tﬁlﬁlﬁg factor of human so-
lety.
contribitiofi of this book
The decolonization
phil@se hieal tefins; so that
the “political tasks of socia-
lists in Africa will be dis-
tinguished frotn, and  co-
ipated with, the tasks of
goclallsts  where different
cendxtxons prevail.

' The smental energy and
profundity: of mind: which
cin embark on an exercise
of this kind, when Kwate
‘Nkrumah is imimersed in
‘the political chores of admi-
‘nistering 'a  developing

-country and of uniting a
; divided continent, -are too
,-apparent to -need under-
Ihmng R _ -

Acdtive struggle is thus the .
‘méans and the test of all |’

“touch-stone is- practice:

another way, Consciencisin -

- volves a sustained 'stmim’o ‘

between mattet and
mind but that matter is |
Primary; -~ =~

-ism = and

vice of proletanan dictator-

That is the great

the socialist moveinent. |

by N
S G. Ikoku

that su_ch
assumptions, ..theories
and . conclusi'ons - are
valid only when con-
firmed in practice. .

. This philosophy
is materialist in content. Its
approach is rational. Its

. sible ‘but

When we tuin to the
practical application of this

philosophy the first step is -
individual -
thinking of the cobwebs of

to clear _our
irrationality, - - h a 1 {-truths,
unproved  assertions- - and
superstitions. We Hhave to
subject - the ideas floating
about in ‘our individual
minds to the tests of ration-
ality and above all to the

test of practice.. We have to |

rejéct all ideas and notions:
that can neither be verified
nor confirfied by . practice.
"~ As regards the thinking |.
‘of the community,
sciencism - enjoins that we
wage a relentless
war. against mysticism,
magic and all those views
which postulate the super-
natural in an . attempt to
explain phenomena and
events around us. If there
is any phenomenon which
we cannot explain, then
this must he due to the fact
that our knowledge ‘is still
limited. We cannot go by

“way of claiming that the

phenomenon is siipernatu-

ral- and hence inexplicable

in terms of human. reason.
THE AFRICAN "MIND
It is Kere that Conscien-
cism will perhaps have to
fight its fiercest battles. For
the primitive (i.e; uncultiva-
ted) African . mind -has a
propensity towards mystic-
supernaturalism.,

(Incidentally this is a fea-
ture of primitive minds

- eveiywhere). The liberation

of the Afncan mind from
such’ severe limitations is a

social objective or miission |

-of Consciericism. And this.
inission will be achieved. fo:
the extent that we can fish.
out, grappke with ‘and van-
quish * all -unprovable or?
vitverifiable assertions,

‘theories, ideas and beliefs. |

In - philosophical  terms, -
Consciencism has to do
battle with idealism and its
hand-maidén metaphysics.

" A little reflection will show

what  imtense gains the
African will make once he

liberates ~ hiinself and = his -

"society  frotn .the cnpphhg
heiital . cogs of mysticism
and superstition. - A little
reflection . also will show
how iiitich ‘thofe successful

the Affican will be in trafs-

formnifig  his enviforment

“opce he enthrotigs action

(ie.. practtce) ds the toich-

stone of kiowledge in place
- of metaphysics (i.e. abstruse

reasonmg)

-Consciencism Has its mo-
ral and social theory
prificipal tenets are : —
1. that all rien are equal; -
2. that each man is an end

in himself and not just
.. the means. to an end;

3. that th
of Aftica is atalysed in | at the group is res

- ponsible for the indivi-
- dual; :
4. that the fiee develop-
- ment-of the group is the

condition for the free
devélopmerit of the in-
dividual.

Here again, the student of -
Consciercisin  has got to |
coiié to grips :with other-

moral and social -theories.
For . example, he simply
cdnnot tolerate a_moral. or
social theoT ‘which
preaches racial discrimina-
tion as in  South Afrlca,
racial superiority .as ~ in
Central Africa . and
U.S.A., or racial supremacy

3 em————

ConScuenCIsm

as under _fasc1sm; ‘Nor can’

Con- g

| lues,

Its |

.| tions,

the |

A .

Consciencismi.. accommo-
date social theories that
support a caste system
“whether this is based on

religion as in India, or on-

the colour of the skin.as in
‘South” Africa. and
Southérn State of US.A.,

or on birth as under feuda-
lism or on the control of the
means -of production as
-under capitalism. These sys-
tems are either founded

‘| upon or have come to ac-
cept the ineqaality of man.
| They are opposed to the

view that' the .group is res-
ponsible for the individual
and that the activity of the
individual must conduce to
the well-being of the group.

‘Congsciencism condemns and.
rejects that. development of |
the md1V1dual which results |

ii the cramping or stunted
growth of other individuals.

Again, theé moral theéory
of Consciencism will have
a great effect on religious
values. Cornsciencisn “does
not ' quarrel with religion
whieh it recognises as a
necessary rnstrument for
spreadmg moral - values in
-any  community. But Con-
sciéncisin is vitally _interest-
ed in.the moral values dis-
seminated by religions. Be-
catise they .- uphold - the
system of ‘apartheid, the
teachings “of the Dutch
Reforin Church in . South
Africa, for . example, are
antithetical to Conscien-
cism. Nor can Consciencism

‘recoricile itself either with:
that practice of the Islamic-

religion that -supports
slavery or with that form of
paganism . which  endorses
huirhan. sacrlﬁce These va-
‘though - - shrouded
uiider the cloak of religion,
are harmful, wrong and

repugnant . to Consciencism

‘because - they violate- the
dignity of man’ and negate
the principle of the equality
of man. The practical sig-
'nificance of Consciencism
in the field of religion lies
in this fact; namely, that it
compels a ré-examination
"and- a re-evaluation of the
moral .. Values - upheld - by

every religion. The. aim of

such a re-evaluation must
bé to enthione the view of
mah set out at |the. begin:
.ning of this sectlon '

POSITIV E SOCIAL
INSTITUTIONS

Other fields ih which the

moral and social .theory of.
Consciencism must go 10
war include social institu:

tions (i.e.- inarriage, chief-

‘taincy) culture, folklore, the

atts; traditiohs and customs

(e.g. childcare and inherit-
ance). These must be tho-’

roughly . investigated i

ordet to -discover whether |

they support or iegate thie
c¢onscientist. view of mdh.

Do they uphold the eguality
of .mian of the reverse ? Do.
they- reflect thé concefn of

all for each or do they sup-

pott sectional intéfests and-

privileges at the expefisé of
“the wholé ¢ o il irl u fity ?

These. afe the yardstick by
-which all existing- institu- -
customs; |

. traditions;
folklote, the arts and .cul-
turé gehierally are to be
meéasufed. To the -extent

that théy support this egali-

tarran view- of man as an
.end in himself, to that ex-
“tent. are these institutions,

folklore, the. arts, customs. |

ad traditions in keeping
with ~ Consciencism
hence could be categorlsed
as. positive. "

Basing itself squarely on
dialectical ‘materialism".and
on its moral ,and- social
theory, “outlined - above,
Consciencism has - evolved
*a political theory of its own..

The State is the instrument

for establishing and’ defend-
ing “‘definite ranges of be-
haviour” withiout which so-
cial cohesion; or the ‘“dyna-

the !.

and

mic udity” which soc1ety

- implies is impossible. The

State accepts man a§ .ah-
end in himself. It accepts:

- the equahty of men. It sets

out "to regulate . men- and
things in such a Wway that-
the  “responsibility of the
inany for one” is establish- -
ed and “the development

‘the developinent of each”.
-It holds that this view of

| mian which- is basic to so-.

cialism .is the very essence
of. traditional = African ' so-
ciety. Thiis in socialism the
éssence of traditional Afn---
ca comes into its full glory...
Socialism is not simply ‘tra-
ditional African society. It
is a higher form of society
(a highly technical society):
it ‘whicH the éssefice of tfd-
ditlonal Afrlcan life -re-
" appears. :

. CONTROL OF MEANS :
' OF PRODUCTION

nght through hxstory, the
control of the meéatis of
‘ptodiiction  ha:  heeri the
decisive factot in-régulatifig
‘the ‘social lifé of ried. This
has- becorme even inote S0
ih the miodetn society where
 sophisticated methods - of
_production, once left un-
controlléd, have given birth -
to sthiall exploiting classes -
weldifig' enoititous ecofio-
.thic powet over the fest of .
_society. And the existehce
of such classes, in whose.
hands ‘economic power i
concentrated, mears ifr prac:
tice. thé destruction of the.
equality of man. It negates
the responsibility of ~ the
many for each. And- the
devélopmert of dll as™ the
condition for the develop-
ment of each is turned ap-
side down.

. The pohtlcal theory of-
‘Consciencism therefore en-.
joins. the collective (that is,
State) control of means of
produiction. Hence Social--
sm. .
 Otice agaiii, in this field
of ‘political theory and prac- -
tlce, the key to development
is* action. All fofees and *
actions that stipport the 8oz
_cialist ideology and its Afri-
cah paiticularity; namiely
‘Nktuimaisri, are classified
as positive. THose thdt op-

pose it are classified- hegas-|

tive. THe strateégy of deve-
_lopmient. is to makitlise po:
- sitive action; to edsiife that
“pa is greatet thah ha atid

| that pa grows whilé fid de-

creases, Action Heré tnust be
- defined as miuch fijoré thdh
deeds. It in¢ludes ideds aiid
thinking., Maxiising posis.
tive aetlon thefefore iivolvs
es multlplymo deeds that:
pill in the right direetion
- as 'well ds ihakifg gehefally -
aceeptableé oilly those ideas,

beliefs, aiid process of thifik= |
ing that pull ifi the saifié |

direction. Of coufse it 4lso
involves deing the . reverse
to dega:ive déeds, ideas, be: -
liefs atid - tHoight processes.
. In otder to sHed Mmoré
light to-gulde ‘the prictieal
applicatioll  of Cafiséiéilc-

ism, it is usetul at this stage |

to enquire whether or not
positive action and negative -
action are measurablé. For
‘it is only when we can- dis=
cern and meausre positive
-action that we would ‘dis-
cover the bridge to link our
theoretical findirigs with.
realitly throbgh political
_ practice. In fact we are told |
pomtedly at page 104, that
“positive action must-begin
with an objective analysis‘of
the situation which it seeks
to charige®.

Conscnenclsm holds that
‘While positive - action and’
negativé action are intellec-
tual’ abstractlons they have
' their roats in social reality. -
In real life, these forces are -
‘discovered - through a “sta-
‘tistical analysis” of -“such
facts ‘as productlon; dlstrl-
bution; incomes, ete.”
(p:100). This, means that
through. statistical analys1s
-of the sociai and economic
fcrces in socrety, we will

84 cﬁ 5

"and_ distribution,

Becorhe the -deterniifigfits

“of social chatge. - |..
-of-all is the cohdition for.| - g

‘| ‘persons whe are after. ‘pre-

development of all

“di - optimum Bféa withis

| nety of géographical regms -

pouave actmn and m‘ L
action. A conclusion | &f
‘preat practibal significiiice

flows from this: It i that Sl
- the sovial " and _éconodile’ . .1 -
forces in any society, off 4f -~ - 1
we put:the same idea in i .
‘other words; the- relatios
“into*which people enterith.
- the proegss. of predtieﬁﬂn
geie- -
ate” both - positivé actior

| diid negative action W

. We now know that posi- :
tive action . and neg ive Rt
action exist independéhtly -

of the individual’s faé y Co
They ¢dn be objectively & - .
cognised and guantitatively - . L
méasured: Following su¢h - SO
-a mieasurement of both pos . - |
sitivé action and négative . S
aryioft by way of statistiedd” - .

- analysis of the faets of piee

o

| duction,” distributien, i e
eome ete,; there are three o E
poss1ble positiofis. Pdsm'ﬂ'.- LR
action may bé greatér than. g

- | eqisal to, or Igss than #Ega- N

tive action. From fhis we [ E.

cah see clearly that'those

. gressive change must sée lfo -
it that -positive actien *13
greater thdfl hepative. acthm _
and'_ that positive action’
conitintitlly grows Whilé Hes -

_gatiVe dctiod ceﬁtlﬁila y

decreases ' L

THe stradgy of seeia:l- I

evbldtioh ifi-a Socigty Wher! :
negative ‘action 1s gféatiéf ’
thah positive dctiefl; m
eXample iifider eolonializi.
‘and ~ neo-eolonialisia,
therefore to take all e
sdry Steps | to biiild up pesi- T
five ‘actiohi to the polht IJ T
where it becomes- greatﬁf' R
that hégativé dctioh. When R

. this stage is réached; a dias
lectical or fundamental

-change takes place in the = & .

: re}atlon of forees in soeiety,.. -~
This cotfespotids to ‘(&
révolutionary ehangé. in. .

society. Hence those whog

.aim -fo- lead social chafige. - :

‘thiist dct scientifially by,
fécognisirig 'and - me&suriﬁg
‘the positive forces in sseleﬁy
and by ' patiently ~building
tiese up to the stdge. whéi'e -
‘they cith Beebthg the domn-' -

. nant foree ih soelety -

: COLONIALISM To
: SOCIALISM

 “Hefe Cumwcism pda
out a defiite view on tH®- - .o
‘role of the individual in Bis» .~~~ : .
tory. Although a_léader - .~ -
‘ofen stariips His Chatactst P
6ii his agé,. ihe -suecessflEl
leader in the lopg:tus is Bs .
who can guxde soeial evoll
“tieh by. “pelitical intervegis .

tion based upon knowlédge o
- of the laws: of ‘social déves - R
lcpmeﬁt*’ (p- 104). Asd- iy S
-#btion; Coltselshelant holds;
““is of 'the nature of & eata-- :
Tyst.” - .-

We have seén that nattirs
-of ‘modstn techislogy afid
the  social cleavages it -
engender, if left in 1 the' hands_ e
‘of ifdividuals, héve edm- .
pelled the centfalised eotiv. . . - E
"tfol of the means of pre'_ R :
dilction. But the principle
of the fullest development .
of "dll enjolus a maximum
‘expansion of. greductteﬁ as
“well as g fair distributiofi ef
the. fruits of labour. . v

‘The solution. to- the pros
.duction problém (ddmely 8
Hanifold expansion of guts. - .
put). on which - the fullest
hingey -
dematids iwo eonditions:==

1 the usé of ‘the M'
‘up=to=date twlmolegyt
" and : .

2 an optimum area . otﬂ

. devélopment: - a R

The second eondmoniseeﬁi.__ o
sequential on the Brit for-
the fullest deployment of
modern -industrial teehnelos
gy'cannot be achieved gl
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which developnient . ean Bls o
self-indticed is assufed. o
This optimum area. of-8
mduced - development maust
fiectssafily- be & vast lﬂnd L
tiiass with 2 big popﬂnuﬁ. .
The vast Jand mass. is. ﬂ-‘r
guired because & wite ves .

A rock  lormatons W g
needed to y1eld all the agn--. petd
cultural and mineral pro; .- -

uncover and ‘measure both
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" compromisingly for a peoples programme.

" openly declared socialism as t
* boldly treading the

" jsm, democratic socialism,

~ nisationsinside the regimes
. fight against their ‘client' governments” and

= " Thisls a duty which history

'~ signment permits of no furthe

e Wbty (b Ten T R e e

b b A

Lok

Editor

.. Continued from page . . -

R Whetever imperialism is in the danger of los- |
~ing ¢ontrol, arme

rebellion supported by the for-

mer eolonialists is being relentlessly fomented.

* Indeed, since Addis -Ababa, imperialist has
_not-only sought to strengthen :Its def

N

African continent, it has also geared up for a coun-

N

ter-offensive, which, it must be. admitted, 1s still

- limit~d in scope. - -

~mperialism iy’ dir‘ec'l.'in‘g “its  counter-offensive

- :"-élé;?three main lines. Firstly, it seeks to strengthen

its grip over. the client states. These regimes are

. becoming more r'eacﬂonarz and dictatorial with the
~* fB-concealed approval of t
" now have posed as custodians of democracy and

e imperialists who up to

the human onscience. Secondly, it seeks to unders
cut-Africa's drive towards liberation of the remain-
ing colonial ferritories by shunting our united efforts

- away from direct positive action and along the path’

- of negotiation with the colonial powers concerned.
By this method, imperialism hopes to replace colo-

nialism with neo-colonialism either by making all our-1

attempts at inter-African co-operation impossible
or by giving them a form that permits of manipula-

" tion by the imperialist powers +hemselves. .

These three objectives of: imperialism on the

_ ‘African .continent can be defeated by one’ pivotal.
o - action—a unified continental political. machinery:

This is why all leaders of the African Revolution
must demand ‘a union government for Africa now.
“'And this is precisely why.imperialism has made re-
- sistance to the idea of a union government for

= ~ Africa the kingpin of its strategy in Africa.

: Our salvation lies in building political unity in
‘Africa. This is the key that will open a new and
higher-phase for the African Revolution—the phase
of complete independence and a fuller life for the
> Amdibe it known that the only sure road to

K led b
~ strategy, 'scxdiered by the people and fighting un-

The general situation ‘in Africa today, where

“the fundamental struggle is still-a fight to free the

continent from|open and disguised colonialism, de-

' mends a continent-wide mass party. To recognise
.+ .this fact is one thing. It is quite another matter to

give effect 'l‘o'_?l'he idea.
‘The starting point

* eribe-accurately those social, economic and politi-

cal forces that can support such a movement. Prin-

i , forces which, when
_brought fogether, constitute the peoples' move-
_ment which the ‘situation in Africa demands. -

cipally, ‘there are.three main

: "‘--.;- In the first place; we have the African states of
- peoples' political power which have taken the road
are the few gov-

‘of socialist development. These are
esoments and ruling political ﬁarﬁes that . have

However, this force has got to be freed from
+wo impediments. It must eliminate or relegate to
the background -all the right wing, capitalist-minded

. and-inward-locking elements and groups within its
 #old. Again, it has to rid itself of confused thinking

‘on what socialism is.

7~ More concretely, it ﬁ\us’r unfurl the banner of
“scientific socialism and

stop chasing illusions_like

'Adrican socialism, Arab socialism, pragmatic social-

fol phrases-that-cover-up a mulfitude of anti-social-
ist sins. EE L :
" "The second. principal force of thé continental
of the popular orga-

‘peoples movement is made up ‘
neo-colonialism which

radicsl ckanges in the status quo.’ These are the
" radical political parties, the trade unians, the pro-
gressive infellectuals and students and the popular

ich demand an end to foreign cen-

L :@"ﬂi!ﬁsaﬁons wh |
" trol of nationaldife and a decent life for the masses.

"It is important, however, to emphasise the
_ point that the proposed continental mass party does
not need all and every group oppased te the nee-

coloniallst government. In_particular, it does not

need those reactionary groups whose only com-

~ plaint against the 'client' government is that they
- are not ‘the clientele. R '

The third set of

tories and "in South Africa,

more especially the

These Hhree sets of forces eannet be mebilised

o .“nqulgﬁona;z. wings_,!of such mevements. %

_ a¥ the governmental level for the simple reason.
. " that only a few Afriean goveraments

qualify for
the

membership in the propesed movement an

- greater part of the forces involved are nan-govern-

be farged at anqther.

- mental. The link has gat to
lgvel—at the level of political

narties and peoples’
organisations. - : : » FERE

. Here. the 'iniii;*iv'.e should be taken by the
. ryling political parties ‘in

in the few African states
that have taken the road of socialist-development.

_parties. ‘And the discharge of shis historical -as-
r delay. -

ence on the.

Nricamroliﬁcal unity is a continental mass party,
anim: the people, guided by a continental-

, . for building a continental
- mass party in Africa is to perceive clearly and des-

eir goal and are-
ath of non-capitalist evolution.

and such ather beauti-

for.

R forces to. be éréuped in the
" ‘centinental - peoples' movement .consists of - the
pedional liberation movements in the: colonial terrl~

has imposed on these:

Continued .from page 3

arother reaps where it has
not sowh.” ‘He insists that -

in both the. slave society
and the feudal society that

.part of society -whose toil

transforms nature is not the
same as the part which is

better fulfilled as. a result of

the transformation.. Epi-

grammatically, he says that
if by their fruits we shall’
know them they must first’

grow the fruits. “The cardi-

nal factor of exploitation”,
_ho says, “is that the section

of a society whose-labours
transfortn nature is not the
same as the section which is

botter fulfilled as a resalt of

thgll transformation”.

_*This is proved by the au-
thor to be a social contra-
diction in so far as it is con-

“trary to genuine principles
{ -of social equity - and social
justice. It is established fur- .

ther that it is contrary to a

"harmonious and unlimited

economic development.
- Socialism and capitalism
are contrasted as social-

. political expressions of the.
witelation between the

transfarmation of nature in

| agricultural and industrial
production and the develop-
ment of the society through |

distribution. - In this - con-
tiast, capitalism is said to
be a development by refine-

ment or reform from sla-

very., He writes: . -

~ “In capitalism, feudalism |
suffers or rather enjoys re-.

‘form- and the fundamental
prnciple of feudalism mere-
Iy strikes new levels of subt-

iety. In slavery; it is thought -
that exploitation, the. alien- |-
stion of the fruits of the |-

labeur of others, requires a
certain degree of political
and forcible subjection. In

.fendalism, it is thought
_that a lesser degree. of the

same ‘kind of subjection is

_adequate to the same pur-.
“pose. In  capitalism, it 1Is |
thought that a still - lesser

degree is adequate. .. that

-} development which capital--
ism marks over slavery and
feudalism consits as much in

which Iabour is coerced as
in the mode of production™.
~ Kwame Nkrumah
‘oiner -hand -identifies " the
social-political ~ ancestor of
socialism in communalism.
“In - socialism”, he writes,

communalism are given ex-
pression in modern circum-
stances. Thus, whereas com-
munalism in an untechnical

scciety can be laisséz faire, -

in a technical society where
sophisticated means of pro-.
~duction are at’ hand, if the
underlying - principles of
communalism are not given
“centralised . and correlated
expression, class cleavages

| will . arise, - which are con-.
nected with . economic dis- |

parities, and thereby with

is the defence of the princi-
ples of communalism in
modern setting”. :

These considerations as

‘the bearing of reform and

revolution on socialism
‘Engels at a meeting on

Proudhon  Association’s

following statement :
“I define the objects
- of socidlists in this way:
. first, to achieve the. in-
terests of the proletariat
" in opposition to those of
the ‘bourgeoisie; second,
to" do this through the

by community of goods;
third,
_means of carrying out
these objects other than
a - democratic revolution
by force”” . - .

Engels’ definition of the

objects of socialists is natu-

‘rally -to be understood in
the context of his society
which was bourgeois capi-

te understood in that con-
text as saying that the
transition from capitalism
to socialism lay not in re-

form, not by workers buy- |

ing out capital or by peace- :

the'.,vmeth'ofdé by means of

on the-

“{he principles ~underlying

_political inequalities. Social--
ism, therefore, can be and

‘Kwame Nkrumah rightly .
points out, throw light upon.

- jumps. .

scieme in 1846 made the -

. abolition of private pro- -
- perty and its replacement -

to recognise no

tulist.- Engels .is thereforeto-

_same.” .

ful lans- of happiness fo}r;

"mankind, to use his own

words, but in revolution. %

" The - revolution . is pot:
against society, but against

‘capitalism, and both he and.
Marx saw in the proletariat-

‘that . historic class - which
2lone could bring about and
achieve the. revolution in
their contemporary society.

This - conclusion 'is of
course based by Engels
and Marx on an analysis of
their contemporary society.
The analysis itself relied up<".

-on a theory which. offéts to

show'in respect of a society.

at any stage of dévelopment
what its antecedents are

and what its successor will

be. .
"REFORM AND" -
SOCIALISM
Marx - himself, as should

‘be well-known, was some-

what  hesitant about the’
inevitability of every society
‘passing through all the sta-
ges of development which

‘ne enumerated. And discus-

sion of the stages outside
Marx has appeared to ac-"
knowledge the possibility of

1t is necessary to say all
this in order to appreciate.

-cusrectly the place of Con-
sciencism- in socialist writ-

ing - .
. . i

Now I-quote from Kwax-
me Nkrumah’s Consciene-
isis on the bearing of revo-

lution and reform on social- |
- | habit of colonialism ; it re-

181, :
“Revolution is an indis- "
pensable avenue to social-
1sn:  where. the antecedént
sccial-political structures; is
animated by principles

.which' are a negation - of.
- those_of ‘socialism, .as ina
| capitalist . structure (and

tilerefore also in a colonial:

| ist structurefor a colonial-

ist structure is essentially
ancillary to capitalism.) ...
But from the ancestral line’
of communalism. the pass-

-age to socialism lies in re-

torm, because the underly-
ing ~ principles. are - the .

 Naturally, it is the exist-
‘ing: relations, of production,

capital, which must- deter-
mine the method “of the
teansition to socialism:.

. The method of trausition
must in the revolution of

Africa be by a mass party

" wielding - positive action  in

order to overcome negative
action. Kwame Nkrumah’s

insistence on a mass party
in" Africa is correct, for vn--
Jess an- elite party is solely

‘an administrative - machi- -
‘nery which it never is, the

elite party establishes a po-
litical oligarchy. And this
‘would be a major betrayal
of socialism. -~~~ .~

“The socialism of a libe-

rated territory” Kwame.

Nkrumah writes with com-.
picte insight, “‘is subject to

a - number of principles, ‘if-
. independence is not to be
“alienated from the people. |-
When socialism is, true- to"

its- purpose, it seeks a con-
nection with the egalitarian

and humanist past of the:|.
people. before. their social |~

evolution was ravaged . by

“colonialism - it seeks from |’ : » s
.. mapped out in set theo- -

the ‘results of colonialism,
those elements ~(like new

methods of ‘industrial pro--

duction and economic orga-
nisation) which can, be ad-
apied 1o serve the interest
of the people; it seeks to
contain and prevent the
spread of - those ‘anomalies

and -domineering interests.-

created by the capitalist

claims the psychology of the

people, erasing the ‘colonial .
“mentality’ from it; and it.
7esolutely defends the inde-

pendence and security” of
‘the people. in short, social-
ism recognises dialectic, the

" possibility of creation from

forces which are opposed to

‘one another; it .recognises
the creativity of struggle;-
and- indeéed, the necessity-
‘of the operation of forces to.

any change. It also embra-

“ces materialism and. trans-
lates this iinto social terms |-

of equality. Hence philoso-
phical consciencism.” &

Consciencism: is novel 1n
inany respects. It is novel in

“the forms and ownership of ; ‘the-otiginality o

displaying in evety wve
an intense passion for g

thought issuing ia activa, It

a consistent and coipletely
relevant theory for restoring
“tihe egalitarinniam of. Bu:
-achieving “the logistic mo-

“ces towards the attainment
|' of .that restitution”. It is ‘a
philosophy which: - pays

experience and - COnscioNs-
ness of.a people”, and by
“doing so serves mot an. itiea

‘est novelty consists"in  its

‘tegins as follows: = 7
 “so alert can  positive
*“action be, alert to all ne~

-~ ,prompt under the guid~
" ance of ‘an ideology . 10

* - positive’ ‘action .can -be

“ retic terms’’. o
. - "Here what Kwame Nkru-
1mah does is to set out-in
“precise mathematical - sym

remarkable proof. of the
‘consistency- and -unity ~of.
“the book.. .~ -
. Consciencism is a book

hensiveness of thought with
new and always consistent
solutions . to - outstanding
problems of philosophy,
_political theory,social thege
velopment. It contains ‘&
rial presented in a.lucid and

readable style: - Lo
_-Consciencism, ladies ‘ahd

.classics. : ;

| Citizenship in the Universi-

Consciencisrir lauriched.-

Continued from page 6

ducts on which:modern’ in-
dustrialism - depends. These
are. coal (both: butiminous
and anthracite), petroleum,
hydro-electric potential, wa-
terways, iron, non-ferrous
metals (like uranium, zinc,
lead, copper, ~aluminium),
diamonds, gold, nitrates,

'phosphates, oil and the wide

varjety of agricultural raw
materials which go into the

‘| manufacture of consumer
goods.. A big population -

is needed in order to<“pro-

'vide the various types of la-
bour skills in the quantity |
required: Even more impor-

tant is the peed for a vast

.and expanding market in-

terpal and external for. the
masgs-produced :goods of a

highly technical industrial

system. o
‘THE' AFRICAN

. -QPTIMUM AREA

These conditions are not
satisfied within any existing
African State. Hence, there
must be a coming together
‘of many African stafes to
satisfy these requirements.
And judging from the his-
torigal experiences of
USSR.. :USA. and now
People’s China, it is obvious

that the optimum area of

scif-induced  development,

in our case, must be the’

entirg African continent.
"We -may summarise the
chain of argument in this
seetion. Consciencism in its
insistance on the fullest de-
velopment. of each indivi-
dual, leads logieally to the

fullest utilisation of up-to-"
date technology and modern -
sclence. The: fullest utilisa- -

tign-~ of _technology  and

science in turn demands an

optimum area if develop-
went is to be self-induced

ag must _he the case once

icati

we are serious about-main-
taining -and . consolidating
our independence. Lastly,
_ the necessity of an optimum
‘area of self-induced deve-
lopment-leads inexorably to
the continental -unity of
Africa. .
Let us now, turn to con-
. sicier how to maximise po-
sitive action, that is how to

maximise deeds and ideas

that lead to the triumph- of
the ideology of socialism
and its African particularity
Nkrumaism. Consciencism
enjoins two .methods which

are mutually - supporting.

These are :—

1. A mass political party

-armed .with the ideology

© of Nkrumaism; . .
2. Constant education both

inside -and outside the

mass party. * -

The mass party is the vehi- 5

- ¢cle for spreading - positive
action among the broad
masses. In this process it has
to draw heavily on' those

social and economic forces -

‘which stand to gain most

by the victory of Nkruma-

ism, Simultaneously, the le-
vel of political understand-
ing of the members of the
mass party will have to be
raised by constant ideolo-
gical education. - .
This mass: party therefore
becomes the instrument for
ideological mobilisation. Its

aim is to maximise positive.

“action and minimise nega-
tive action. For as soon as

‘the stage pa greater than.

s

. pa is reached, there is a dia- .

lectic change in society. The
road is open for a‘rapid ad-
vance to socialism. In terms
of present day Africa, Con-
. sriencism teaches a revolu-

" tionary break ‘from colo-:

nialism. neo - colonialism
"and imperialism. And once

-this break is achi_eved. we

_can through a full-scale
mobilisation of the masses,

“ism whefem the essence of

-which we can . approach
I continental African unity-

" the contradictions .of capi-
_talism become acute. And

“have argued that until a so-

reach out into social-
traditional African :life re-
discovers itself in ‘modegn
surroundings. - T s

It is important to note
here that the role of: the
mass party is not confined
to Ghana. It does its job on
a continental scale. Accord-
ingly we are invited to re-
cognise the continental mass
party emphasizing  the “so-
cialist ideology of Nkru-
maism as the means by

with Surer
strides. A
The possibility of going’
from colonialism to social-
ism is operly admitted and
explained by Consciencism. .
This development is of real
significance to modern phi-
losophy. For it departs from
the orthodox view. that so-
cialism is born only -when

and = steadier

scme dogmatic scholars and
many political opportunists -

cicty attains the fullest de--
velopment under capitalism
there is no possibility. of it
transforming into socialism.
DOGMATIC SCHOLARS
. DISPROVED
. Historical experience, has
already disproved the con-
tention of these dogmatic
scholars and political op-
portunists. Look at Mongo- :
lia, North Korea, North
Vietnam, Cuba, . some  S0-
cialist countries of Eastern
Europe, and of course Gha-
na. Nobody will deny the
fact -that - socialist societies

are being built in these
countries. And nobody will
deny the fact that at the

_time they began their suc- -

‘become the nursery of ‘a

nsciencism

cessful - bid. for. sOc‘ialism

these countries still had a.
long wzy to go in develop--
“ing capitalism. '

Consciencism holds that
the . technical | possibilities

“created by ‘the incursions of
colonialism ~ @nd , neo-colo-,
nialism into ‘Africa permit’
_the transition to socialism.

Look at it an#ther way. In’
the  world of - today : where

‘possibilities - exist- (thanks
_to. the existence of a strong
“socialist world system) for

the rapid industrialisation

‘of developing’nations, the

contradictions of neo-colo-~
nialism—the basic contra-
diction in the emergent na-
tions—can- be solved. only
by passing on to: socialism.,
The decisive . factor. is not
whether capitalist deploy-
ment of technology has

reached an advanced sta~

ge, but rather the level of.
ideological -mobilisation of
the masses. R

This finding of Conscien-.

cism, however, must not bé
twisted to mean that tra-
ditional Africa (thatis com-"
manalism) - can. transform.
directly into socialism. The

‘present' day African society |-

which Consciencism holds -
can metamorphose into soO-.
ctalism, "is’ not. old style
communalism’ but *“a_new

- society enlarged by Islamic
“and Euro-Christian influen-

ces” (p.70). The Euro-
Christian dnfluence is parti-
cularly important here for
it is through it that the.
technology of modern in-

dustrialism has been, intro-

duced into- Africa.

" With the. launching of

Consciencism, Ghana has
‘new school of thought in
modern _ philosophy. ‘The
new philosophy has .to-be
~arefully tended. But. and

thic is important, this new
-pnilosophy must be exposed’
‘to the rigours of the ele-.
- _ments. No plant ever grows

among ‘the people and gt

- its very
_.hostile gndz rival 1dea8
" WANTED: |

. Clearly therefore there is

aver this country and

the tencts of Consclencism

among . -the  intelligentsia,
These circles of consciencs

through a steady streamn of -
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