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Why We Fight
Moises  M a c h e l  S a m o r a

Af te r  t h e  dea th  o f  Eduardo  Mondlane,  Pres iden t  o f  F R E L I M O ,  t h e  press  i n  t h e  serv ice
of imper ia l i s t  in teres ts  d isp layed g rea t  a c t i v i t y  t o w a r d  unde rm in i ng  t h e  prest ige  o f  t h e
Mozambique revo lu t i ona ry  movement.  A  thousand vers ions o f  t h e  case o f  t h e  t r a i t o r  La-
zaro Kavandame w e r e  fabr ica ted  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  present ing  t h e  F R E L I M O  g u e r r i l l a
groups- as d is in tegrat ing bands. T h e  d i rec to rs  o f  t h i s  maneuver  m a d e  themselves v i s i b l e
enough f r o m  t h e  v e r y  beg inn ing :  t h e  c o l o n i a l i s t  Po r tuguese  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  N o r t h
Amer ican and  European inte l l igence services.

The f a c t s  themselves w e r e  w h a t  f rust ra ted a n d  r i d i c u l e d  t h i s  maneuver.  T h e  a r m e d
struggle tha t  the  Mozambique people wage against Portuguese colonial ism, f a r  f r o m  be ing
deterred b y  cr is is,  t oday  f i nds  i t s e l f  t r ave l l i ng  t h e  r o a d  o f  f u l l  development.

In  t h i s  w o r k ,  Moises Mache l  Samora, c u r r e n t  Pres ident  o f  F R E L I M O  a n d  Secre ta ty  o f
the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Defense, exp la ins  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  leadersh ip  and*  the m e m b e r s
of the F r o n t  on  the most  impor tan t  questions i n  the  count ry 's  present si tuat ion. The  w o r k
is the resu l t  o f  long conversations he ld  w i t h  comrade Samora  a t  F R E L I M O  headquarters.
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THE DAILY struggle taking place in
our country is essentially a  polit i-
cal struggle and we must f i rst  o f
all consider i t  to be such in order
to understand the development o f
the m i l i t a r y  operations. Wi thou t
political development, mi l i tary ac-
tivity cannot exist. Without polit i-
cal content, mil i tary operations are
criminal wars l ike that the Portu-
guese wage against us, or the North
Americans i n  S o u t h  V i e t -Nam,
where t h e y  c a r r y  o u t  m i l i t a r y
operations and not political opera-
tions. T h e  aggressors are isolated
from the people and fight against
them.

For FRELIMO i t  is fundamental
to create a  national consciousness,
to develop i t  and t o  transform i t
into a  revolutionary consciousness
that allows f o r  a n  understanding
of the objectives o f  ou r  struggle,
the reasons fo r  our revolution, i ts
propelling force, and  wh ich  also
knows who our enemies a re  a n d
against whom we fight. This is the
primary concern of each leader, of
each militant, and of our people in
general.

In 1968, i n  the province of Cabo
Delgado w h e n  w e  began t o  u n -
dertake bat t les  o f  g r e a t  scope,
assaults on mi l i tary  posts, seizure
of Portuguese mater ie l  a n d  so l -
diers, w e  c o u l d  d i f f e ren t i a te
between t h e  revolutionaries a n d
the nonrevolutionaries. T h e  latter
thought t h a t  independence c o n -
sisted o f  hoisting the flag, having
ministers, a  black president, and a

national anthem, and that this mo-
ment had now arrived. These indi-
viduals began to  struggle against
the leadership o f  FRELIMO. They
took advantage o f  the diff icult ies
created b y  t h e  w a r ,  t h e  l a c k
of a rms,  ammuni t ion,  c lo th ing,
shoes, even of  the lack of  food i n
certain cases. A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e
tasks a re  so  diverse and so n u -
merous that our  structure cannot
produce enough to feed all the guer-
rillas. T h e  reactionaries t ook  ad-
vantage o f  th is  situation a s  i f  i t
were the  fau l t  o f  the revolution,
without remembering t h a t  these
conditions w e r e  created b y  t h e
Portuguese colonialists themselves
and are a  consequence of the war
against them.

The enemy reaction' to our ac-
tions w a s  qu i te  strong: massive
bombings, t h e  dispatch o f  agents
to t h e  provinces a n d  e v e n  t o
FRELIMO's headquarters. Fa ther
Mateus Pinho Gwenjere appeared
one day i n  Dar  es Salaam intro-
ducing himself as a nationalist, but
the struggle proved h i m  t o  be  a
reactionary, a counterrevolutionary.
When this priest arrived. FRELIMO
gave h i m  t h e  responsibility f o r
teaching. B u t  instead o f  teaching
his students what he should have
taught t h e m ,  h e  s l o w l y  began
to i n jec t  poison, stimulating r e -
actionary ideas among o u r  s tu -
dents, such as racism, saying that
we should n o t  have  wh i tes  i n
our organization because w e  are



fighting against the white man. He
also said that the students should
not participate i n  the war  because
the war is waged by illiterates, the
students must be concerned about
becoming engineers, doctors, p ro -
fessors in  order t o  f o rm  a n  e l i te
within independent Mozambique, in
order t o  be directors, heads. That
is to say, he did not prepare them
to serve the interests of  the broad
masses.

This priest stimulated ambition,
which is normal i n  t h e  capitalist
system, and  h e  s t i r red u p  ind i -
vidualism and egoism. I f  he urged
the students n o t  t o  part icipate
in the struggle, where they  could
better l e a r n  abou t  t h e  people's
problems, i t  was because h e  h a d
understood that  we exist t o  make
a revolution, and he  used racism
and ambition to stimulate reaction-
ary ideas.

Our people a r e  v e r y  rel igious
and t h e  w o r d  o f  a priest i s  t he
word of  God for them.

The Colonialists' Error
The enemy had considered our

armed struggle t o  b e  a  s imple
mutiny, small revolts that he could
easily put down. He had not calcu-
lated on the reach of  our strategy.
He had no t  thought o f  the gran-
deur of our plans, our perspectives,
when we founded FRELIMO and
began the armed struggle.

He based himseif on the fact that
we have no tradition o f  war, tha t
we have n o  culture. H e  himself
had created these conditions among
our people, because culture is more
developed i n  a  count ry  w i t h  a
common language, and we  do not
have a national language. The ene-
my utilized Portuguese to inculcate
his culture, but in our country not
everyone speaks Portuguese: more
than 90% are illiterate. He had not
calculated tha t  w e  would  be, o r
were, capable of  leading an armed
revolutionary struggle because o f
all these factors: ignorance, i l l i ter-

acy, l ack  o f  culture, l a c k  o f  a
fighting t rad i t ion,  o f  means o f
communication, o f  a  c o m m o n
tongue. S o  h e  thought  that what
occurred in the north of the country
were simple mutinies, simple r e -
volts t ha t  i t  wou ld  b e  easy f o r
him t o  crush. When  h e  became
convinced that FRELIMO is a solid
organization, a serious organization
with clear objectives, he  stepped
up t h e  number  o f  •agents sent,
taking advantage o f  contradictory
elements such a s  Lazaro Kavan-
dame. an exploiter infi ltrated into
revolutionary ranks. Through h i s
agents, he tr ied to  stimulate reac-
tionary ideas w i t h i n  t h e  move-
ment. Bu t  the FRELIMO fighters,
certain o f  o u r  objectives a n d  o f
our line, take u p  arms convinced
that o n l y  a r m e d  revolut ionary
struggle can br ing happiness and
victory to our people.

Revolutionary Unity
Our struggle i n  the provinces of

Cabo Delgado, Nyassa, and Tete is
fairly w e l l  advanced i n  various
aspects: i n  Cabo Delgado we have
succeeded i n  un i t ing  t h e  v i l lage
people, creating a  common feeling
among thein, destroying divisions
that had been created and stirred
up b y  the Portuguese colonialists.
We succeeded i n  eliminating tr ib-
alism and racism, the Portuguese's
chief weapon i n  oppressing t h e
people.

FRELIMO succeeded i n  creating
unity and this permitted the strug-
gle t o  begin f r o m  nothing, w i t h
simple ambushes and surprise at -
tacks b y  groups o r  sections com-
posed o f  12 o r  a t  most  15 ind i -
viduals. T h i s  i s  how w e  worked
and t h e  struggle succeeded i n
reaching a stage in which we could
organize squads.

Two years later,  w e  developed
a mil i tary structure and increased
our armed forces. Thus we  began
to work with two squads and some-
times w i th  companies. Bu t  at  this
level we were st i l l  not  capable o f
carrying o u t  operations o f  great



scope; w e  were not capable o f  at-
tacking t h e  bases o f  enemy r e -
sistance; we always waited for him
to leave h i s  centers, t o  leave his
forts so we could attack him while
he was moving i n  vehicles o r  on
foot, o r  w i th  minor sabotages.

Three years la ter  w e  began to
perfect our structure and our for-
ces were progressively augmented
until w e  w e r e  ab le  t o  combine
artillery and infantry. F r o m  t h i s
moment on we began to attack the
enemy's bases directly.
Military and Political Advancement

While w e  were working on and
improving t h e  mi l i ta ry  structure,
we formed the political structure,
we created a  Provincial Counci l
with a  secretary w h o  represents
the P a r t y  i n  t h e  province a n d
interprets i ts  policy, implementing
its resolutions and decisions. U n -
der this representative we have a
provincial subsecretary d i r e c t l y
responsible for  mil i tary work wi th
an a i d  specifically i n  charge o f
operations. There is also a Political
Commissariat composed of various
sections, which directs the district,
local and community political com-
missariats.

The Commissariat i s  a l so  r e -
sponsible for  the political instruc-
tors who l ive on the bases. Other
militants are in charge of the work
of the Political Commissariat and
those who are on the bases because
of the necessity o f  maintaining a
political l i n e  o f  support f o r  t h e
guerrillas, daily explain the reasons
for the  struggle. Those who l i ve
with the mil i tary personnel on the
bases are the political instructors,
and those i n  t h e  cities who  l i ve
directly w i t h  the  population a re
the political commissars of districts,
of regions, or of  groups and are at
the' same time part of the Political
Commissariat.

There are sections concerned with
sanitary questions, w i t h  recru i t -
ment. training, and formation o f
cadres. I n  t h e  Pol i t ica l  Section
there is a  mil i t ia leadership and a
women's detachment which works

closely w i t h  t h e  vi l lage peoples
organizing and mobilizing them and
participating i n  production, i n  the
transport o f  materials and also o f
wounded. I f  we succeed in implant-
ing t h i s  organization i n  a l l  o u r
villages, i n  each province, we w i l l
have a blaze and the enemy won't
have any ground to walk on.

Production, cooperatives, a n d
education t o o  depend on the Po-
litical Commissariat. This work was
carried o u t  par t icu lar ly  i n  t h e
years 1967 and  1968 and i t s  ad-
vance is due to the conciousness of
the peoples and to  the denuncia-
tion of  those who depart from our
line. This explains how the peoples
were able to  denounce Lazaro Ka-
vandame and his group.
Facing Intrigues

When we began the struggle, we
thought our only enemy was Por-
tuguese colonialism a n d  t h a t  w e
were undertaking armed struggle
to l iquidate i t  a n d  t o  w i n  o u r
complete independence. A s  t h e
struggle evolved, the moment a r -
rived w h e n  F R E L I M O  h a d  t o
reestablish a  definition of the ene-
my, because i n  Mozambique there
now exis ted l iberated zones i n
which t h e  people produced a n d
governed themselves, a n d  w e r e
planning t h e i r  o w n  future;  t h u s
within the  Central Committee o f
FRELIMO there  began to  appear
political divergencies, divergencies
concerning t h e  def ini t ion o f  t h e
enemy.

At this t ime Lazaro Kavandame,
who was Provincial Secretary of
Cabo Delgado and  also had  t h e
responsibility of directing the com-
mercial agr icul tural  cooperatives
and others, began to react against
the FRELIMO leadership because
it t r i ed  t o  destroy the system of
individual production, o f  pr ivate
property, i n  order  t o  g i ve  i t  a
collective form.

Lazaro began  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e
work o f  t h e  people a n d  t o  r o b



their products. Then the FRELIMO
Central Committee m e t  to discuss
whether t h i s  was  rea l ly  the idea
with which we had established the
cooperatives in the liberated zones.
Lazaro  his group were try ing
to establish the old system in  this
zone —  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y,  t h e y

' wanted to  substitute fo r  the colo-
nial exploiters, t h e y  wanted  t o
continue t h e  robbery  t h e  same
as the Portuguese colonialists. Our
people approached the FRELIMO
leadership and explained that  the
FRELIMO stores and cooperatives
were n o t  serv ing col lect ive i n -
terests, the interests of the masses
but were benefiting a  small clique
of individuals w h o  w e r e  robbing
the produce, who were robbing the
people's to i l  and sweat. FRELIMO
began to investigate and from that
time o n  Lazaro reacted act ively
against the leadership o f  Comrade
Mondlane.

It mus t  b e  understood that we
are a broad movement made up of
individuals who come from diverse
social strata i n  Mozambique, some
come fo r  personal reasons, others
because the very Portuguese would
not let them be exploiters (because
the Portuguese w a n t  t o  b e  t h e
only ones who exploit the popula-
tion), others because they had old
debts t o  t h e  colonialist soc iety.
When they come t o  a n  organiza-
tion such a s  FRELIMO, a  poo r
organization w h i c h  demands that
everyone work for the people, these
individuals do  n o t  agree to  f ight
against t h e  in te rna l  weaknesses
inherited from the old society.

We believe that Lazaro is an ac-
complice, that he may have served
as the imperialists' agent, even in
the assassination o f  our President.
In December 1968, when Comrade
Kankombe w a s  sent  as  nat ional
chief o f  operations to organize the
integration o f  a  commission whicn
would regularize t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e
peoples i n  the inter ior  and  espe-
cially i n  the commercial coopera-

tives, he was stabbed i n  the back
by a  group headed b y  Lazaro

.

Immediately afterwards. a n d  i t  is
interesting to note this, in February
Comrade Mondlane i n  t u r n  w a s
assassinated.

FRELIMO never considered La-
zaro's f l ight to  the Portuguese side
as a  defeat; o n  the contrary, w e
consider that our revolution itself,
in virtue of  its rapid advance, has
eliminated him as an  impure ele-
ment, and that a stage o f  develop-
ment has been reached i n  which
an exploiter, whether he be white,
yellow o r  black, has no place in
our Front.

Mondlane's Presence
After the assassination o f  Com-

rade Mondlane, the last session o f
the FRELIMO Central Committee,
which lasted eleven days, carefully
studied Lazaro's surrender and the
significance o f  t h e  assassination
of our President. We easily verified
the fact t h a t  Comrade Mondlane
was assassinated because h e  d e -
fended the interests of  the masses,
because he was against the exploi-
ters i n  the heart o f  the organiza-
tion, because he was for unity and
fought to maintain and consolidate
it. A t  th i s  t ime FRELIMO has a
solid base and has formed a Presi-
dential Council, so that each one
of us w i l l  t r y  to  assume that re-
sponsibility, that scope tha t  Com-
rade Mondlane had ;  w e  t r y  t o
define our  line, o r  better to  rede-
fine t h e  l i n e  l a i d  down  b y  t h e
Second Congress of the FRELIMO
Central Committee. Those who do
not want to define our struggle as
a revolutionary struggle, a  strug-
gle f o r  reconstruction, a  struggle
which seeks t o  establish a  new
society, cannot  b e  members o f
FRELIMO.

The assassination o f  Comrade
Mondlane d i d  n o t  l i q u i d a t e
FRELIMO even though i t  l i qu i -
dated t h e  ind iv idua l  physical ly.
Al l  o f  us in FRELIMO are trying
to transform this blow, which was
a very sad one, into a l iving force,



a revolutionary force fo r  f ight ing
the enemies o f  the revolution and
overcoming our internal difficulties.

For example, in  our  country we
still lack transportation faci l i t ies;
the peoples a r e  organizing t h e
transport of material, food supplies
for t h e  guerri l las, a n d  sending
medicine a n d  educational mat te r
to the interior.

FRELIMO is much further along
in Cabo Delgado due to the greater
density of  population in  that prov-
ince and  t o  t he  d i rect  contact i t
had w i th  the Portuguese colonial-
ists. I t  suffered oppression a n d
repression d i rect ly,  i t  s a w  mas-
sacres ( in June 1960 the Portuguese
killed close to 600 men in  Mueda)
and t h i s  served t o  s t i r  u p  t h e
people's hatred o f  the enemy. The
people understand that  our  strug-
gle i s  n o t  racial, b u t  one of  na-
tional liberation. T h e  Portuguese
deserters t h a t  w e  have captured
were cared fo r  b y  the population
in Cabo Delgado. We are not fight-
ing against the Portuguese people
but against Portuguese colonialism.

In t h e  province o f  Nyassa the
struggle i s  also developing favor-
ably although we have difficulties,
due f i rst  o f  a l l  t o  t h e  enormous
size o f  the province and secondly
to i t s  l o w  popula t ion  dens i ty
(around 2 8 0  000 inhabi tants i n
120 000 km2). Without a population,
the guerrilla is deaf and blind. He
receives nei ther  information n o r
orientation and doesn't know what
the enemy's situation is.

Because o f  i t s  size, FRELIMO
divided t h i s  province i n t o  th ree
military regions: eastern, western,
and southern. Mi l i tary operations
are intensifying in all these regions
and ou r  a rmy  is carrying ou t  the
three tasks set by FRELIMO which
a guerrilla detachment mus t  u n -
derstand and accomplish: T h e  im-
portance of fighting, the importance
of producing, and the importance of
working.

When w e  say  t h a t  a  guerril la
detachment must be a  detachment
of combat, production, and work,

we mean f i rs t  o f  a l l  that  i t  must
rely o n  i ts own forces. Wha t  we
receive from o u r  friends must  be
secondary; the basic fac tor  mus t
be what we ourselves produce.

Our comrades understand t h i s
and because o f  i t  t h e  f ight con-
tinues. Evident proof o f  i t  is  that
the Portuguese b rough t  i n  n e w
battalions to occupy V i l a  Cabral,
to establish t h e i r  sett lers a long
the Milanje River, which i s  very
fertile.

This Portuguese p lan  began in
1968 b u t  t h e  FRELIMO combat
forces redoubled their  actions, es-
pecially a t  t h e  beginning of  1969
after the assassination o f  Comrade
Mondlane, w h e n  t h e y  began t o
understand t h a t  the re  r e a l l y  i s
nothing to negotiate wi th  the ene-
my, t h a t  o u r  thoughts m u s t  b e
oriented toward war. We are con-
vinced that  our independence w i l l
come from the barrel o f  the rifle.
Only b y  f i r i n g  m o r e  cartridges,
only b y  s t r i k i ng  a n d  reducing
the enemy's forces, o n l y  b y  de-
stroying his posts and his means of
transportation w i l l  we attain inde-
pendence.

In Nyassa FRELIMO faces major
difficulties because the enemy, i n
addition to  using the  r i ve r,  uses
other countries f o r  launching in-
cursions and attacking o u r  rear-
guard forces.

New Enemy Tactics
He has now adopted a new oper-

ative dynamics o f  direction and
coordination. I n  the  provinces o f
Cabo Delgado and  Nyassa h e  i s
changing his tactics using recon-
naissance planes, bombers, helicop-
ters for strafing and fo r  dropping
parachutists. But  in these two prov-
inces we have already suceeded in
creating t h e  f i r s t  l iberated zone
where we are producing and teach-
ing. T h e  schools t h a t  FRELIMO
created in Cabo Delgado and Nyassa
teach not only reading and writ ing
but a lso pol i t ica l ly  prepare t h e



future heroes, the future fighters,
and those who wi l l  carry, on our
struggle.

Time is not important. What is
important is to achieve our objec-
tive of total independence, the free-
dom of the individual, and the com-
plete liquidation of the exploitation
of man by man. This is what we
are inculcating today in Cabo Del-
gado and Nyassa provinces. This is
why t h e  enemy i s  intensifying
his attacks and bombardments in
these zones in order to disorganize
the population, prevent the devel-
opment o f  the  struggle and the
consolidation o f  these zones. H e
tries to prevent little states from
springing up within the State.

In Tete Province we have a new
front which we consider the third
front of FRELIMO. There the situa-
tion i s  different; the  struggle is
harder because t h e  province i s
a strategic point that serves as a
bridge to carry the fight not only
to other Mozambique provinces, but
also to Rhodesia and South Africa.
For this reason we consider it to be
a strategic point. Moreover it  is a
fundamental political point because
the Portuguese want to build the
big Cabora Bassa dam in this prov-
ince. If  they achieve their objective,
they will  have a  political triumph
of international magnitude, because
it wi l l  mean that the Portuguese
still control Mozambique, t h a t
armed struggle does not exist, that
the guerrillas are still not consoli-
dated, and that what we  say is
nothing but propaganda.

There is also an important eco-
nomic aspect due to its numerous
natural resources, which include
cobalt and other deposits. I t  is in
this province that the population is
most conscientious because it  was
directly exploited, attacked, assas-
sinated, and submitted t o  forced
labor.

The struggle of Tete, despite the
fact that i t  is still not two years
old, is at the same level today as

10

that in Nyassa Province; this is also
due among other things to its great-
er population density.
A Balance for the Future

Our perspective is to form a new
society in Mozambique. Our options
are various: i n  the first place we
are against exploitation, we want to
wipe out misery which in our coun-
try means hunger, the lack of hospi-
tals and products.

In order to carry out our actions
we must start from an objective
understanding o f  the reality that
exists in Mozambique. This is what
our struggle teaches us.

In summary we can say that the
political struggle in Mozambique is
at a  high level where i t  needs
cadres; the military fight is  also
very developed. The major contra-
diction of the struggle in Mozam-
bique is the lack of cadres, although
the struggle itself i s  quite we l l
advanced and the consciousness of
• the people is high.

On the other hand in the southern
cone of Africa, the racist regimes
and Portugal, even though their
interests are different, are allied to
confront what  they consider the
common danger: communism. Faced
with the upsurge of a revolutionary
struggle, they have been forced to
concentrate their forces i n  order
to liquidate it.

The struggle in Mozambique is a
peoples' struggle and as such will
not permit exploitation nor the pres-
ence of the Rhodesian and South
African racists. Nor will it tolerate
neighbors who oppress, ki l l ,  rob,
assassinate the people, and join to-
gether against them.

South Africa is giving direct ma-
terial and moral a id to Portugal.
It has already given airplanes, am-
bulances to transport the sick and
those wounded in battle, and in 1967
it offered an enormous quantity of
diverse articles, among them uni-
forms and medicine, to the Portu-
guese soldiers i n  Mozambique. I n
the hospital i n  Nampula, South
African doctors take care o f  the
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Portuguese soldiers evacuated from
Nyassa, Cabo Delgado, and  Tete.
But this does not affect our strug-
gle in any way; on the contrary, i t
obliges us t o  redouble our  forces,
our efforts, o u r  vigilance and t o
constantly watch our strategy and
our tactic.

It is a question of an alliance of
reactionaries. T h e  rac is t  regimes
are n o t  defending Portugal  b u t
themselves, because they know that
once Mozambique is free i t  w i l l  be
a base from which to attack South
Africa, Rhodesia.

We are fighting Portugal. But this
aspect has in  no way impaired the
struggle; we are prepared for what-
ever circumstance, including t h e
possibility o f  soldiers disguised as
technicians coming t o  b u i l d  t h e
Cabora Bassa dam. They may even
send mercenaries. We are prepared,
because we believe that the impor-
tant factor in war is man, the man
who i s  determined, conscientious;
for when man is conscientious, he
is ready to make any sacrifice and
carry out every kind of task for the
benefit of the people. For  one day
to pass without fighting is the same
as for one day to pass without eat-
ing; f o r  one day t o  pass without
hearing the shot of  a bullet is the
same as l iving a lonely life.

In the next years we wi l l  spread
our revolutionary pol icy through
the entire country so that our whole
territory w i l l  have a common con-
sciousness, and we wi l l  extend the
unity we have i n  the three prov-
inces today throughout t he  entire
Mozambique people.

Our interest a t  th is point i s  t o
make everyone feel the war situa-
tion, for  al l  our people in  the nine
provinces t h a t  make u p  Mozam-
bique to know why we are fighting.
and against whom we are fighting.
We want to make the revolutionary
struggle, the  f lame o f  revolution
ignited on  September 25, 1964, i l -
luminate our entire country so that
the spark struck i n  the forests o f
Cabo Delgado, Nyassa, a n d  Te te
wil l  catch f i re throughout our ter-

ritory. A n d  w e  d o  t h i s  s o  tha t
tomorrow, even after independende,
our comrades w h o  continue t h e
struggle, wi l l  be alert and prepared,
to f i g h t  eve ry  enemy maneuver,
and prevent Mozambique from be-
coming a base from which the im-
perialists a t tack o the r  countries.
And also for the future — and this
is important — that the next gener-
ation may take f r om  imperialism
the hope of winning over our peo-
ple and enslaving them again. This
is our fundamental perspective: to
broaden the political struggle, ele-
vate the consciousness, consolidate
our unity, and extend the guerrilla
war to our entire territory.

Revolution is the best school for
the oppressed peoples, the best uni-
versity o f  a l l  times. t h e  best in-
strument for destroying colonialism
and serving the people. We  want
our people 'to real ly  be the  ones
who govern the i r  country i n  the
future.

The Tricontinental Struggle
On the other hand the struggle

developing i n  As ia  and  i n  La t in
America i s  a  contribution, a  sup-
port to  the struggle o f  the people
in the Portuguese colonies; i t  is a
direct contribution to the struggle
that t h e  Mozambique people a re
carrying out today against the Por-
tuguese colonialists. Our best allies,
our best fighters are those who are
fighting against man's exploitation
of man in Asia and Latin America.
Although in Asia and Latin Amer-
ica the major part of the countries
are already independent, this inde-
pendence does not benefit the peo-
ples, does not benefit the masses; i t
is no more than a formal indepen-
dence since all i t  has is a flag, min-
isters, and a president. The peoples
of those countries f ight t o  achieve
true independence. We consider that
this is the way to proceed when a
people has reached the  profound
understanding o f  w h a t  indepen-
dence is.


