
1
2

TWO MEMORIALS

ON BEHALF OF THE WORKING CLASSES ;

THE FIRST PRESENTED TO

THE GOVERNMENTS

OF

EUROPE AND AMERICA,

THE SECOND TO

THE ALLIED POWERS

ASSEMBLED IN CONGRESS

AT

Aix-la-Chapelle.

BY ROBERT OWEN.

London :

PRINTED FOR LONGMAN, HURST, REES, ORME, AND BROWN, PATER-

NOSTER ROW ; CADELL AND DAVIES, STRAND; J. HATCHARD, PICCA-

DILLY; MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET : CONSTABLE AND CO., AND

OLIPHANT AND CO., EDINBURGH : SMITH AND SONS, AND BRASH

ANDREID, GLASGOW ; AND SOLD BY ALL BOOKSELLERS.

1818 .



Printed by R. andA. Taylor, Shoe Lane, London.

1



МЕМОRIAL

OF

ROBERT OWEN,
1

OF NEW LANARK IN SCOTLAND,

TO

THE GOVERNMENTS

OF

EUROPE AND AMERICA.

1

1

THE Memorialist has devoted the last thirty years

ofhis life to the study and practice ofpolitical econo-

my, and by permitting practice in all cases to correct

theory, he has attained the most important results for

the wellbeing of society.
;

In consequence of the numberless benefits which

the knowledge thus acquired is calculated to give to

the inhabitants ofevery country, the Memorialist is

desirous of making it known, in the shortest time, to

those who govern the civilized world and to the

public. He therefore presents memorials on the sub-

ject to the Governments of Europe and America......

The Memorialist is not influenced to this proceed-

ing by partiality or prejudice for or against any class,

sect, party, or country. He views the whole human、

race as men created originally with the same general

faculties and qualities, though varied in degree, and
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trained by circumstances, over which society has now

a complete controul, to despise, hate, and oppose

each other even to death, although the path is now

clear, by which, with more ease, society may train

them to esteem, to love, and to aid each other .

Nor yet has the Memorialist been actuated to the

conduct which he adopts, by a desire for wealth, for

popularity, for honours, or for future fame; to him

these already appear the playthings ofinfants.

But he is induced to act thus, because he can show

the causes which perpetually generate misery in hu-

man society, and also develop the means, by which,

without injury to any, those causes may be gradually,

and, at no very distant period, effectually removed.

To witness this change in part, or, if that shall not

be permitted, to know that it must soon commence

and rapidly proceed, is his reward, and it is already

secured to him,

+

1

Under these circumstances, the Memorialist claims

not that kind of attention which is usually given to

ordinary questions of policy; but he asks for the

devotion of the minds of the parties whom he ad-

dresses, that they may comprehend subjects not yet

open to common capacities, and which involve all

the valuable interests of society..

For a period has arrived, in which a greater change

in human affairs will be forced on the world than the

world has yet witnessed; but in all its extent the

change will be highly beneficial to every individual

and to all states.

It is a period, when the errors which have hitherto

perplexed mankind, are about to be unravelled, and
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in consequence, the obstacles which stood in the way

of human improvement and enjoyment will be re-

moved. + J

The immediate causes which make this change

certain and necessary, are, the overwhelming effects

of new scientific power and the rapidly increasing

knowledge of all classes of men. The former will

soon render human labour of little avail in the crea-

tion of wealth, while the latter will make evident to

the people the absolute necessity, which has thus

arisen for them to give a different direction to their

powers, and will inform them also how the change

is to be effected. :

To this day, the means of consumption or of ob-

taining the necessaries of life, by the working classes,

have been acquired solely through the medium of

their labour, the value of which the new power has

already much diminished. And the certain conse-

quences of the undirected progress of this power will

be to reduce the exchangeable value of manual labour,

until it falls below the means of procuring awretched

subsistence for any large proportion of the working

classes, while the remainder of them must be starved

out of existence.
J

Such is the nature of the contest, which has already

continued for some time, and which now exists in full

activity, between scientific Power and manual La-

bour, between Knowledge and Ignorance; but no

one, who comprehends any thing of the subject, can

for one moment doubt the result.

It is presumed that the Power thus addressed can-

not desire an increase to the misery of the people,
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while in consequence new dangers to every statemust

continually arise on every side.

On these grounds solely the Memorialist requests

attention and co-operation.
t

He is now ready to communicate the full details of

these important subjects to any or to all ofthe Powers

whom he addresses, that, if those details shall appear

on examination to be derived from facts and experi-

ence, as he presumes they will be found, the requi-

site measures to stop the progress of the existing di-

stress among the working classes may be adopted, by

the respective governments, before the period shall

be past when the combined extended sufferings and

knowledge of the people, will permit the requisite

time for calm deliberation.

The Memorialist adds an appendix, which contains

some of the general results which he has derived from

long study, multiplied experiments on a large scale,

and a personal communicationwith acute, intelligent

and enlightened men of all classes, sects, and parties,

more varied and confidential than has ever perhaps

fallen to the lot of one individual.

Andthus circumstanced, he awaits the deliberation

and reply of the Power whom he has now addressed.

Frankfort, 20 Sept. 1818.
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:

APPENDIX,

Containing some of the general results, derived from

the Memorialist's long study and experience .

FIRST GENERAL RESULT.

:

THAT the period is arrived, when the means are

become obvious, by which, without force or fraud of

any kind, riches may be created in such abundance,

and so advantageously for all, that the wants andde-

sires of every human being maybe more than satisfied.

• In consequence, the dominion of wealth, and the

evils arising from the desire to acquire and accumu-

late riches, are on the point of terminating.

SECOND GENERAL RESULT.

1

i

:
That the period is arrived, when the principles of

the science are become obvious, by which, without

force or punishment of any kind, the rising generation

may be, with ease and advantage to all, surrounded

bynew circumstances, which shall form them into any

character that society may predetermine; and if any

defect shall afterwards appear in those characters, ex-

cept what nature has made uncontrollable by human

means, the cause will not be in the individuals, but

it will be solely owing to the inexperience ofthe par-

ties who attempt to put those invaluable principles

into practice.

In consequence, the dominion of Ignorance, of

Fraud and Violence, is also on the point of termi-

nating.
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THIRD GENERAL RESULT.

That it is the interest, and that it will soon appear

tobe the interest, of each individual, in every rank,

in all countries, that judicious measures should be

adopted, with the least delay, to secure these-be-

neficial results in practice. It is however greatly to

be desired that they should be carried into effect by

general consent, gradually and temperately, in order

that no party or individual may be injured by the

changes which must necessarily arise.

In consequence, any attempt to stop or retard the

Introduction of these measures will be unavailing.

Already the principles and consequent practice are

placed effectually beyond the power ofhuman assault.

It will be found, that silence cannot now retard their

progress, and that opposition will give increased cele-

rity to their movements...

1,

grima

1
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THAT your Memorialist has addressed a Memorial

to the Governments of Europe andAmerica,on sub-

jects deeply interesting to the wellbeing of all ranks

in these countries.

That he has presented the said Memorial to many

of the European Governments, and he will take the

earliest opportunity to present it to theremainingGo-

vernments ofEurope, and to the States of America.

That the said Memorial was a preliminary one,

being intended to call the attention of the civilized

world,

1
1.

First, To the new and extraordinary effects pro-

duced by the introduction of improved scientific

power into the manufactures ofEurope and America,

B

;

)

:



10

and which has already materially affected the value

of manual labour, and the health, comfort, and hap-

piness of the working classes .

Secondly, To the overwhelming influence which

experience has now given to the adult part ofsociety,

over the rising generation, to educate them, by the

arrangement of new circumstances around them from

infancy, to become the best characters for their own

happiness, and the permanent good of the commu-

nity to which they may belong.

That your Memorialist stated his willingness to

develop the details of his experience on these im-

portant subjects, to all or to any of the Governments

whom he addressed. TA

That as the unaided deliberations of Governments

are necessarily slow, and the people are daily injured

by the effects of the misdirected influence of the new

power, and from the want of a well digested system

of training and education, from infancy, applicable

to every child ofthe poor; he deems it his duty, with

a view to facilitate and accelerate the execution of an

object which the Allied Powers have so much at

heart, and in which their immediate interest is so

deeply involved, to submit to Congress, as he now

does, Preliminary Explanations of the three Gene

ral Results, contained in the Appendix to the said

Memorial, and which the subjects naturally divide

into three parts. Whole

L

Mor

L
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PART FIRST.

;

THE first general Result was as follows:-

" That the period is arrived when the means are

become obvious, by which, without force or fraud of

any kind, riches may be created in such abundance,

and advantageously for all, that the wants and desires

of every human being may be more than satisfied."

Preliminary Explanations of theforegoing Result.

The general proof of this statement shall be drawn

from the changes which have occurred in the British

Empire within the last quarter ofa century, or since

the general introduction of Messrs. Watt and Ark-

wright's improved mechanism first into the manufac-

tures of Britain, and subsequently into those of other

countries.

At the commencement of the period mentioned, a

much larger proportion of the population of Great

Britain was engaged in agriculture than in manufac-

tures, and it is probable the inhabitants of the British

Isles experienced a greater degree ofsubstantial pro-

sperity than they had obtained before, or than they!

have enjoyed since. The cause is obvious : the new

manufacturing system had then attained that point

which gave the highest value to manual labour, com-

pared with the prices ofthe necessaries and comforts

of life, which it was calculated to afford, and it had

not yet produced the demoralizing effects which soon

afterwards began to emanate from this system.

B2
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At the period mentioned, the manual and the scien-

tificpower ofGreat Britain were sufficient to create a

degree of prosperity, which placed all her population

in a state of comfort, at least equal, if not superior,

to that of the inhabitants of any other part of the

world. The value of her national funds was higher

in 1792 than at any other period, and pauperism

among the working class was but little known.yes

The productive powers which created this high de-

gree ofprosperity, consisted oftemperate manual la-

bour, and mechanical and other scientific power,

which had been very gradually and slowly accumula-

ting, through the previous periods of her history. T

1

The manual labour was chiefly performed by men

unaided by the premature exertions of children, and

its whole amount may be estimated, in 1792, at that

ofone fourth ofthe population, whichwas then about

15 millions..sed raadse kan hititorart

The scientific power, at the same period, was pro-)

bably about three times the amount of its whole ma-

nual labour, in which case the manual labour would!

be equal to the work of 3,750,000 of men, and the

scientific three times the amount, or 11,250,000 of

men; which makes the aggregate power equal to the

labour of 15,000,000 of men: the population was also

15,000,000. Thus the population, and aggregate i

powers ofproduction, appear to be equal, or as 1 to 1.

-The introduction however of the improved Steam

Engine, and Spinning Machinery, with the endless

variety of mechanical inventions to which they gave

rise, and which have been applied to almost all the

useful purposes and ornamental arts of life, have

41
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created achange in the productive powers of Great

Britain of the most extraordinary amount:

Manual labour has been increased, by calling into

action the almost unceasing daily labour ofwomen and

children into manufactures, and in consequence its

whole amount may be now estimated at about that of

one third of the population, which in 1817 was cal-

culated to be about 18 millions, or in 25 years to

have increased 3 millions.

But since the introduction ofArkwright and Watt's

improved mechanism, there has been a real addition

made to the power of creating wealth, equal to that

of 200 millions ofactive, stout, welltrained labourers,

or to more than ten times the present population ofthe

British Isles, or than thirty times the manual labour

which they now supply for the production of wealth.

The following changes have then occurred from

1792 to 1817 :

The population increased from !

15,000,000 to

The manual labour from one-

fourth of 15,000,000 to one-

18,000,000

:

1

third of 18,000,000, or to 6,000,000 ofmen.

The new created scientific

power may be estimated at

the least equal to the la-

bour of

The scientific power estimated

in 1792 at three times the

200,000,000 ofmen.

manual labour was equal to 11,250,000 ofmen.

Which gives for the aggregate

productive power in 1817 217,250,000 ofmen.

Or, inproportion to the population in 1817, as twelve

and a fraction to dne.
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It follows that Great Britain has thus acquired a

new aid from scientific skill in twenty-five years,

which enables her to increase her riches annually

twelve times beyond what she possessed the powerof

creating prior to that period, and which she may either

waste in war, dissipate by an unprofitable foreign.com-

-merce, or apply directly to improve and ameliorate

her own population.

This enormous accession to the productive powers

ofGreat Britain is, however, trifling compared with

that which she maynow acquire: she has still capital

and industry, unemployed or misapplied, sufficient to

create, annually, an addition to her present produc-

tive powers, far exceeding the amount of her actual

manual labour.

Already with a population under twenty millions,

and a manual power not exceeding six millions, with

the aid of her new power, undirected except by blind

private interest, she supplies her own demand, and

overstocks with her manufactures all the markets in

the world into which her commerce is admitted ; she

is now using every exertion to open new markets, even

in the most distant regions, because she feels she

could soon supply the wants of another world equally

populous with the earth .

Instead however of thus contending with other na-

tions to supply their wants, and thereby, under the

present arrangements of society, diminish the value

of their manual labour, and depress their working

classes, she might most advantageously for herself and

them, extend the knowledge which she has acquired

of creating wealth, or new productive power, to the

rest of Europe, to Asia, Africa, andAmerica.
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It is the grand interest of society to adopt practi-

cal measures, by which the largest amount of useful

and valuable productions may be obtained, at the least

expense of labour, and with the most comfort to the

producers.

By applying this principle to practice now, when

scientific power offers such unlimited aid to the world,

wealth may be created in all parts of the earth more

than sufficient for every useful purpose.

It is then strictly true-that " the period has ar-

rived when the means are become obvious, by which,

without violence, fraud, or disorder of any kind, riches

may be created in such abundance, and advantage-

ously for all, that the wants and desires of every hu-

man being may be more than satisfied . "

Thus have two men, Watt and Arkwright, by in-

troducing improved scientific power of a peculiar de-

scription, given to the world the means of creating

wealth far more rapidly than it can be used. No re-

flecting practical man, who devotes his mind to the

subject, will, it is presumed, longer contend against

this conclusion.

The grand question now to be solved, is, not how a

sufficiency of wealth can be produced ; but how the

excess of riches, which may be most easily created,

may be generally distributed throughout society ad-

vantageously for all, and without prematurely disturb

ing the existing institutions or arrangements in any

country.
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PART SECOND. ',

Preliminary Explanations of the Second General Re-

sult stated in the Appendix to the Memorial ad-

dressed to the Governments of Europe and Ame-

rica, by Robert Owen.

1.

7

STATEMENT. DOVER

THẠT the period is arrived when the principles of

the science of political economy are become obvious,

by which, without disorder, force, or punishment of

any kind, the rising generation may be with ease and

advantage to all, surrounded by new circumstances,

which shall form them into any character that society

may predetermine ; and if any defect shall afterwards

appear in those characters, except what nature has

made uncontrollable by human means, the cause will

not be in the individuals, but will be solely owing to

the inexperience of the parties who attempt to put

those invaluable principles into practice.
1

1

General Preliminary Explanations of the foregoing

Result.
1

It is a fact self-evident, that children are born with

certain faculties and qualities, or with the seeds or

germs of them, and that these combined constitute

what is called human nature .
9

In conformity with what appears to be an univer-

sal fact in the creation, these faculties and qualities

differ in each individual in strength and in combina-

tion, and to so great an extent, as to render it highly
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improbable that any two infants have been or ever will

be born alike.nt of land

It is also a fact obvious to our reason, that what-

ever these powers may be in each child, he could not

create the smallest part of them; they are formed for

him by Providence, by Nature, by that power, what-

ever name man may give it, which creates him, and

whether those faculties and qualities are inferior or

superior, it is contrary to reason to say that the in-

fant can be entitled to merit or deserve any blame for

them. : ".

He has received his natural constitution as the lamb

and the tiger have received theirs, and there is pre-

cisely as much wisdom in finding fault with the one as

with the others.

The child is also born in some country of parents

belonging to some class, and who possess characters

respectively peculiar to themselves .

- On these circumstances also the child can have no

influence whatever : each of them has arisen from

causes over which the child could have no power of

any kind.

These circumstances, however unobserved they

may have been by ordinary minds, have hitherto de-

termined, First, Whether the child shall be a Jew, a

disciple of Confucius, aworshipper of Juggernaut, a

Christian, a Mahomedan, or a savage, even a canni-

bal, Secondly, To what country he shall belong, and

in, consequence what national prejudices shall be

forced upon him. Thirdly, What sectarian notions,

if any, shall be impressed on his mind. Fourthly,

What language he shall be taught, for language in
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fluences character more than is usually supposed.

Fifthly, In what class he shall be trained. Sixthly,

What peculiar habits and notions he shall imbibe

from his parents, and those immediately around him,

in childhood.

So completely indeed has he been hitherto enve-

loped within those various mediums, that it is unlike-

ly a single individual has yet been able to resist their

influence, except in a slight degree, even aided by the

infinite variety of natural faculties and qualities which

have been given to children in every partof the world.

Now, however, with the experience acquired, society

may form new circumstances around children in every

part of the world,which shall enable each of them to

pass this six-fold barrier of error and prejudice.

It is true, the power of society over the individual

is not without limit; it cannot re-create and altogether

change the natural faculties and qualities which are

given to children at birth ; it cannot make those fa-

culties and qualities superior, which nature has origi-

nally made inferior; but the power which it has al-

ready gained by experience over human nature, may

be applied to effect every purpose that can be ration-

ally desired.

Such indeed is the powerful influence which expe-

rience has now given to society over the rising gene-

ration, that it may surround children from their birth

with new circumstances, which shall form each of

them, bodily and mentally, in such amanner, that their

habits, dispositions, and general character, shall be

greatly superior to the habits, dispositions, and gene-

ral characters, which the circumstances ofsociety have
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hitherto formed in man in any partofthe world. He

may also by the same means be so trained, placed,

and employed in proper unity with others, and aided

by mechanical, chemical, and other scientific power,

that he shall create asurplus of new wealth, or pro-

perty, far beyond what he can or will desire to retain

for his own use.

1

:

Under these circumstances, until the whole earth

shallbe well cultivated and the seas refuse to furnish

additional food, each child born in theworking class

will become a blessing 'to parents, and anew acquisi-

tionofproductive riches to society. A

And these beneficial changes may now be created

at much less expense, and with less trouble, than are

required to continue the present defective and most

injurious systems.
;

It is to be particularly remarked, that these state-

ments are founded and supported by actual and in-

controvertible facts; the Memorialist has acted upon

these principles for many years, and all the practical

results have exceeded his most sanguine expectations.

He has proved, by the most decisive experience, the

vast, the incalculable superiority of legislating for the

arrangement ofcircumstances, compared with the past

and present feeble system of legislating for individu-

als, and allowing the circumstances to remain un

changed. The latter mode is trulylaying hold ofthe

wrong end of the lever. It is violating the progres-

sive principle of society, founded on an universal law

of nature.
Some uninformed, inexperienced, and

prejudicedpersons have lightly and hastily concluded,

that the Memorialist is a visionary, and therefore he
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occupies himself with public affairs. Whenever the

subject shall be thoroughly investigated to its foun-

dation, it will be found the fact is not so. Hehas

long witnessed the happy effects of the principles

which he recommends, even very imperfectly exe-

cuted in practice ; and in consequence he cannot but

feel anxious to see them generally introduced and

acted upon in all countries in which there are any who

are poor, ignorant, and unprovided with proper em-

ployment. ba

At New Lanark in Scotland, the Memorialist, while

opposed by all the prejudices ofbirth existing inthat

partoftheworld,patiently, and silentlyfor manyyears,

occupied himself by withdrawing some of the old cir-

cumstances, which he found injurious to the wellbe-

ing of his little colony, and with arranging new ones,

within which 500 or 600 children and young persons

are now daily educated, without punishment or indi-

vidual reward ofany kind; their habits, dispositions,

andcharacterare allowed by strangers who visit them,

to be superior to the habits, dispositions, and charac

ters of the same class to be found elsewhere.

And about 1600 persons of this colony are daily

employed, who with the aid of scientific power.com

plete as much work, in a better manner, than could

be executed in Scotland, ofthe same kind, fortyyears

ago, by 160,000 persons ; or, in other words, one

now with this new aid performs the labour of one

hundred.

Extraordinary as these facts may appear to many

whoare unacquainted with such kinds of facts, society

máy now create new arrangements to train, educate,
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and employ the ignorantandunprovided ofthework-

ing(classes, under circumstances far more advantage-

ous for them and for the public, than it was in the

power of the Memorialist to accomplish. He com-

menced his task without education, without friends

who could render him any assistance, without for-

tune ; and he has been opposed in his whole progress

by the mistaken notions ofthe world.

If then an individual of ordinary capacity, thus cir-

cumstanced, could create the arrangements which

have been stated, solely because he was influenced by

principles which are true and in strict unison with na-

ture, howmuchmore could have been effected in the

same time, for the improvement of society, by an in-

dividual so influenced, if he had possessed superior

natural talents, a good education, friends in power,

and a fortune sufficient to enable him toput his know-

ledge into practice under all the proper circumstances,

and taking agriculture instead of manufacturing for

the foundation of his new arrangements ?-Yet how

muchmore could have been attained in the same pe-

riod for the permanent improvement of all classes, if,

instead of anindividual, the whole ofsociety had been

influenced by these rational principles, andhad acted

upon them ?

With this explanation, itis surely thennot toomuch

to say that " the period is arrived when the princi-

ples ofthe science of political economy are become

obvious, by which, without injury to any, the rising

generation of the working classes may be, with ease

and advantage to all, surrounded by new circum-

stances, which shall form them into any character



22

that societymay predetermine ; and if any defect shall

afterwards appear in those characters, except what

nature has made uncontrollable by human means,

the cause will not be in the individuals, but it willbe

solely owing to the inabilityof the parties who attempt

to put those invaluable principles into practice

PART THIRD.

Preliminary Explanations of the Third General Re-

sult stated in the Appendix or Conclusion to the

Memorial addressed to the Governments of Europe

and America, by Robert Owen.

STATEMENT: ىلال &

" THAT it is the interest, and that it will soon ap

pear to be the interest, of each individual, in every

rank in all countries, thatjudicious measures should

be adopted, with the least delay, to secure these be

neficial results in practice. It is however greatly to

be desired, that they should be carried into effect by

general consent, gradually and temperately, in order

that no party or individual may be injured by the

changes which must necessarily follow."

General Preliminary Explanations of theforegoing

10
Results.

Your Memorialist submits, that in the explanations)

of the First General Result, it has been shown that

the means have been discovered and brought into

action, by which a great accumulation of wealth has

1
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been made, and that, by the extension ofnew scienti

fic power, riches may be increased beyond any assign-

able limit. That in the preliminary explanations of

the second General Result, it has been shown thatthe

principles of the science of political economy are be-

come obvious, by which, without disorder, violence,

or punishment of any kind, the rising generation may

be, with ease and advantage to all, surrounded by new

circumstances, which shall form them into any cha-

racter that society may predetermine.

Under the existing arrangements in all countries,

the mass of the people derive their subsistence through

the nominal value of their labour, and which rises and

falls on the common commercial principle of supply

anddemand. !

This arrangement served the purpose ina tolerable

degree while wealth was produced chiefly by manual

labour. But it has been shown, that latterly a power

ofproduction unlimited in extent, and which scarcely

consumes at all, has been introduced; that it has

already created a most unfavourable disproportion

between the demand for and supply of manual la-

bour, and in its daily undirected progress this dispro-

portionwill go on increasing. As long, however, as

manual labour continues to be thus depressed, the

mass of the people, who derive their subsistence solely

from that source, must be subjected to poverty and

misery, while a few, not nearly one in one thousand

ofthe population of the world, will be in possession

of accumulated wealth, which under those circum-

stances must equally destroy their happiness. They

would be perpetually involved in the opposition of
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evil passions and struggle which must arise in such a

lamentable state of society.dateswort

It is not indeed possible, with the knowledge now

in the world, and which is daily advancing, that such

a state of society can long exist ; the overwhelming

strength of knowledge and interest on one side will

render all contest vain, and the folly of contest must

be severely felt.
6

-No one, therefore, can for a moment doubt that it

is the interest of each individual, in every rank and in

all countries, that judicious measures should be adopt-

ed with the least delay, to secure those beneficial re

sults in practice. Nor can it be doubted, that with the

hourly increase ofknowledge in many parts ofEurope

and America, the period can be distant when it will

appear to be the interest of all, that these ameliora-

tions should be speedily effected.

Thus has your Memorialist given preliminary ex-

planations of the three general results stated in the

Appendix to the Memorial addressed to the Govern

ments of Europe and America. He submits,these

explanations, to satisfy Congress that he has had

much valuable experience on these subjects, whichhe

has brought before them; that he understands them

thoroughly to their foundation ; and upon that know-

ledge he now re-states, that all countries possess the

means, and many the most ample, to give riches,

goodhabits and dispositions, and useful learning and

intelligence, to all their inhabitants.lagay ado
1

That the practical measures to effect these impor-

tant purposes are unknown to the Governments and

People; otherwise, as the benefits to each would be
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beyond estimate, theywould speedily carry them into

execution.
1

"That your Memorialist is desirous of developing

these measures in the most minute detail to Congress,

and to the Governments of Europe andAmerica, that

theymay take the lead in directing, under the esta-

blished order of things, those changeswhich can alone

relieve the world from the practical evils of the pre-

sent system, which is experienced to be so productive

oferror and misery, that every one exclaims Some-

thing must be done, though no one has attempted to

explain what should be done.

Launt beta ait

- That your Memorialist is most desirous of cordially

uniting the Governments and People in those mea-

sures, which he is ready to prove ought now to beput

in practice for the interests of both.

OnThat he has hitherto, except in part, withheldthis

knowledge from the people, because he has been

afraid they would act upon it in their presentneglect-

ed and unprepared state, with too much precipitancy

to benefit themselves or others. He still withholds

it fromthem, until he shall discover that they will use

it calmly and temperately for their advantage, without

having the desire of applying it to the injury of any

class, sect, party, or individual : this period, how-

ever, for many reasons, he considers to be rapidly

drawingnear, and he will patiently await its arrival:

In the common acceptation of the term, yourMe-

morialist has no private object whatever in the mea-

sures inwhichhe has so long occupied himself for the

public benefit, and in which he has expended large

sums in experiments and in various otherways.

C
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He asks nothing ; he wants nothing; and he fears

nothing individually either from the Governments or

the People. Before he moved one step in this course

"he put his life in his hand," and all personal objects

he considered " as a feather in the balance," com-

pared with the immensity of good which he knew, un-

der such circumstances, might be accomplished for

his fellow-creatures. To obtain this amelioration for

them, is the sole object which now influences his con-

duct.

To understand this motive, however, in all its

bearings and extent, the mind must be enabled to

overcome and pass through the six-fold barrier of er-

ror and prejudice with which the circumstances of

birth have hitherto encompassed every one. Inshort,

the mind must be duly disciplined and instructed, by

a new training from infancy, on the principle that the

character of man ever has been, and ever must be,

formed for him. Then will this motive be distinctly

comprehended by all, and it will influence every ac-

tion of their lives .
2010

Under these circumstances, which your Memori-

alist is aware are not of an ordinary nature, he рол

poses that the Allied Powers assembled in Congress

should appoint a Commission, to examine personally

the effects produced at New Lanark, by a very partial

and defective application to practice of the principles,

which he recommends : also to investigate minutely

the whole of the arrangements which, under modificar

tions, he has to propose for adoption in all countries ;

and to report their opinion thereon to Congress when

it next assembles, the frequentmeeting of whichmay
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be substantially useful to Europe and to the world.

Yes! the finest opportunity that has ever occurred in

history now presents itself to Congress, to establish a

permanent system of peace, conservation, and charity

in its most enlarged and true sense, and effectually to

supersede the system of war, destruction, and of al-

most every evil arising from uncharitable opinions

among men produced solely by the circumstances of

birth.

Aix-la- Chapelle, Oct. 22, 1818 .

Printed by R. andA. Taylor, Shoe Lane, London.
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