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SOCIAL SCIENCE.

SOCIAL SCIENCE, the most important ofall sciences, and without

which all other sciences are of much less value, is the latest to

which the advanced minds of the world have turned their

attention .

Its foundation has been ignored until this period. The prin-

ciple for practice from which it emanates has beenhidden from

thehumanmind through all past ages. Yet are the facts from

which the principle is derived the most universal throughout

nature ; and, when attention is called to them, they are perhaps

the most obvious of all facts.

The National Association for promoting Social Science is well

calculated, by the elevated station and known talents of its

founder, now to draw attention to these facts, and to applythem

for the permanent benefit of the human race.

Surely not one of the more advanced minds of the world will

now deny that the Creating Power of the Universe gives to all

things, animate and inanimate, throughout existence, all the

qualities and powers which they possess ; and that without this

power nothing that has been made could have existed.

And these advanced minds will also admit that the Universal

Creating Power is eternal, uncreated, and possessing powers

competent to this universal creation, or existence could not be,

either in parts or as awhole.
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Knowledge of these facts is the foundation of Social Science ;

and on a knowledge of this science, carried into practice,

depend the unity, goodness, and permanent happiness of the

human race.

The Great First Creating power of the Universe, or God,

gives to the humanrace the faculties to enable them to discover

the facts now stated, and, through the acquisition of this know-

ledge, to become agents or second creating powers to perfect the

creation of the race, through the knowledge of the science of

forming the human character and the science of society, which

sciences combined constitute Social Science.

Having thus laid an immovable foundation for this science,-

by keeping the foundation always in view a beautiful superstruc-

ture may be madeto arise upon it-a superstructure inwhichall

parts will harmonise and become perfect as a whole ; and the

Social Science will become the science of sciences.

The superstructure will be raised in this manner.

The Great Creating Power of the Universe, or God, gives to

man all the qualities and powers whichhe possesses. These are

divine qualities and powers, coming direct fromGod; and God,

the Creator of them, is alone, and not man, responsible for

them :--a fact, no doubt withheld so long from manforwise and

beneficial future results, and now disclosed in the due order of

creation.

Aknowledge of this fact is directly calculated to elevate man

to become, by comparison with the past, a superior being upon

our planet.

It will withdraw all anger from man to man,-root out every

evil or injurious passion,-prepare him to receive the pure spirit

of universal charity and love for his race, to love his neighbours

as himself ; not only to forgive, but to love his enemies ; and

to do good to those who may now hate or despitefully use him,-

knowing that the time approaches when there will be no enemies,

or any who will desire to use him ill.

These willbe the necessary results of the Social Science when

generally understood and applied to practice.

Being based on its true foundation. it will not be difficult to

raise the beautiful superstructure.

Previous to commencing this work, anew phase of knowledge

is necessary.

This is a knowledge of the influences upon humanity of the

surroundings made by man, and of those which man canmake.

There are surroundings which produce influences which convey

the extreme of evil and miseryto man; while surroundingsmay

be made which shall convey to humanity the extreme of good

and happiness.

And surroundings maybe made to convey every shade of

influences between these two extremes, and by thesemeans to

give any character, inferior or superior, bad or good, to any

nation or people over the globe.
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These surroundings consist of arrangements to lodge, feed,

clothe, train, educate, employ, place, and govern the population.

And experience will show that not one of these can be well done

without having reference to all the others , as parts of a whole,

in the right combination of which consists the Social Science,

or the science of the happiness of the human race.

The surroundings to lodge, feed, clothe, train, educate, employ,

place, and govern all, should be devised, executed, and combined,

so as to produce the best influences through life upon every one

within those surroundings.

And these new surroundings may be so devised, executed, and

combined, as not to disturb the existing progressress of society more

than it was disturbed by the change from the old graveled roads

to the new railways. By wise foresight the change from the

existing random-made and most injurious surroundings to a

new combination far superior in all respects to the present

surroundings in any part of the world, may be commenced, and

gradually continued until the whole change can be finally

accomplished, without any real injury to one individual, and with

unceasing advantages to all.

The means to commence this change, and to rapidly progress

towards considerable perfection, abundantly existover the earth,

and it will be for the permanent interest and happiness of all

that these means should be now so applied.

Aquestion now arises in the mind of the writer, of the deepest

interest to society. " Are the promoters of this association, and

" the public, prepared to hear the whole on the subject of Social

" Science, and, when developed, to follow it to its legitimate

" results ? י

If they are, then indeed is the good time coming, and it will

be enjoyed to a considerable extent by some of the present gene-

ration .

The writer will hope that the patrons of this new national

association , and a sufficient number of the advanced minds of

the world, are so prepared; and he will proceed under this hope

and gratifying expectation.

He therefore states, without fear of rational contradiction,

the following eternal truths respecting this science.

1st. Its base is, that the Creator gives to the created all the

qualities and powers which are possessed by the created

2nd. That some beings are created with faculties and qualities

intended at muturity to become rational, and happy, that is ,

to enable the being to perceive what is necessary to its happiness ,

and how to attain it,-to be consistent, and to act consistently

through life in such manner as to secure the object of its creation

and existence.

3rd. That man is evidently a being so created, and intended at

maturity to become rational in mind and practice, and to attain

ahigh degree of happiness through life.

4th. For man to be rational, his ideas must be consistent with
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each other and in accordance with all facts. And, to be happy,

his natural wants must be supplied in such manner that each

and all shall give him gratificationandpleasure in their use.

5th. That the means have been now attained by society, when

it can be united to supply these wants of humanity abundantly

for all in the manner required to insure their happiness .

6th. That Social Science, fully comprehended and consistently

acted upon, will unite society in such manner that these ever-to-

be-desired results shall be attained for all without contest or

competition.

7th. And that they will be attained through a newcombination

of surroundings, so arranged that all shall at all times be lodged,

fed, clothed, trained, educated, employed, governed, and placed,

in such manner as to enable them to attain the highest state of

physical and mental health and rational enjoyment.

But the science of surroundings, to comprehend their influ-

ences uponhumanity, has been little studied by the population

of the world, and is at this day but very partially known by the

advanced minds in the most civilized countries .

The sovereigns of these countries are in general within the

best material surroundings, but through their elevated position

they are subjectedto many imperfect mental surroundings. While

the highest and more permanent pleasures are derived from the

influences of superior mental surroundings.

The writer, early in life becoming conscious of the great im-

portance of both physical and mental surroundings, made the

science of their influences over humanity his chief study, and

he has had peculiar opportunities to apply the science to practice

through a long life, and by which he has attained knowledge

applicable to the permanent improvement of society, which

seldom falls to the lot of the learned or men of practical habits .

From this experience he is now prepared to say, without fear of

rational contradiction, that the means abundantly exist to enable

society to form new combinations of superior surroundings,

which shall permanently secure the happiness of the human race.

And that, to a combination of men familiar with the highest

practice in the various departments of the business of life, he is

prepared to explain what these surroundings are, and how they

should be combined to produce the result stated.

This explanation of the writer's views of the Social Science,

and of its importance to the public, may perhaps be as much as

the association will yet require, or will desire in this division.

Sevenoaks Park

Sept., 1857.

ROBERT OWEN.
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Section First, Judiciary.

"Anygeneral character, from the best to the worst, from the most

ignorant to the most enlightened,maybegiven to anycommunity,
"even totheworld at large, by the application of proper means ;

"which means are to a great extent at the command and under the

" control of those who have influence in the affairs of men."

In a rationally constituted society, based and consistently con-

structed on Social Science, human laws would be not only

unnecessary, buthighlyinjurious. But while society is irrationally

constituted, and is based and constructed, as it has hitherto been,

in ignorance of and in opposition to Social Science, human laws

must be endured and supported, until a new character can be

formed for the population, based on and formed throughout in

accordance with Social Science,

Until that rational and happy period for the human race shall

arrive, it will be useful to consider what human laws, under the

existing condition of society, are necessary while the change from

a false to the true system of society is in progress, which evidently

it is now by the establishment of this society.

In a rationally constituted society, the laws of God, or, as

others prefer, the laws of nature, will be sufficient to govern it

in unity, peace, wisdom, goodness, and harmony ; but previously

all countries must continue to be governed bylaws in conformity

with its religious and governmental institutions .

The laws of God or of nature respecting humanity being,

"that man is so created or constituted that he must believe in

" obedience to the strongest conviction made on his mind, and

" must feel pain and pleasure, love and hatred, in obedience to

" his peculiar and individual organisation ;" all human laws now

to be made should conform as near as practicable with these

unchanging laws of God ornature ; and those laws now existing,

made by human inexperience, which the most contravene those

natural laws, should be gradually repealed ; and the sooner they

can be repealed withouttoomuch immediate inconvenience, the

better will it be for all parties in the state.

The present condition of the British Empire is most favour-

able for the gradual repeal of the false and injurious laws made

bymen, and for the gradual introduction of the all-wise, good,

and merciful laws of God, or of laws as nearly approaching to

these as the present imperfections of our existing political and

religious constitution will admit.

Consequently the best laws now to introduce into the govern-

ment of the British Empire, are those which will the most favour

civil andreligious liberty, provide for a rational, natural, national

training and education of the people from birth,-and insure

constant beneficial occupation and employment according to age
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for all the working classes, not only as an essential part of their

natural rational training and education, but as the best means to

make superior unadulterated wealth the most abundant, and to

terminate motives to crime from want or the fear of poverty.

In a rationally constituted society there will be no difficulty

in arranging for perpetual beneficial occupation or employment

for all who require them, and this will be one of the greatest

blessings that can be now bestowed on society for its safety, com-

fort, and happiness.

This may suffice to introduce useful discussion to this section

and to the general meetings of the association ; for, one part or

division of the social system cannot be consistently considered

without reference to some or all of the others .

Third Section . Under the Presidency of the Right Rev. the Lord

Bishop of London.

"Anygeneral character, from the best to the worst, from the most

" ignorant to the most enlightened, maybegiven to any community,

"even to theworld at large, by the applicationofproper means ;

"which means are to a great extent at the command and under the

" control of those who have influence in the affairs of men."

In a society based on its true foundation-" that the Creator

" gives all the qualities and powers to and possessed by the

" created," the punishment of man by man will be unnecessary
and unknown.

Look at the deeply interesting and most instructive engraving

from Mr. Wehnest's picture representing John Pound's natural

method of preventing the necessity for human punishment.

Can anyone, having an educatedmind, and possessing feelings

of humanity, contemplate the details of that engraving without

becoming conscious of the overwhelming influences of surround-

ings forgood orevil, forhappiness or misery, ofthe human race ?

Is it not then time now to begin to acquire aknowledge of the

science of surroundings, so essential to unite with the knowledge

of social science, to make it complete ?-In fact the two sciences

are necessary to well-place and well-form the character of man.

It must highly gratify the best and foremost in church and

state, to learn that the discovery has been made by which the

human race may be far better governed without punishment, than

with any that man can devise.

By the aid of this discovery, the writer governed a population

originally very inferior, of between two and three thousand, for

upwards of a quarter of a century, without punishment ; and
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they were by public consent allowed to be for that period the

best and the happiest working population ever known to exist in

any country. And all the children of this population were so

trained, educated, and placed, from one year old, thatvice, crime,

or evil passions, or unkind conduct to each other, were unknown,

and the strongest affection between them and their teachers were

strikingly manifest at all times to all who witnessed their

proceedings .

These previously extraordinary results were produced by mea-

sures which the church and state may gradually make universal

throughout the British Empire, and by its example throughout

theworld.

These measures were,-

1st. To withdraw all punishment or fear of it from the

children.

2nd. To instruct the younger children to six years of age by

natural objects, or by the best representations of them that could

be obtained, these being fully explained to them by familiar

conversation between the teachers and pupils as far as the latter

could comprehend the formation, use, and other properties of the

objects under inspection and examination ; the pupils being

freely allowed to ask their questions for additional explanation

or information.

3rd. The surroundings in their schools and play-grounds for

instruction were healthy, pleasant, and so furnished as to be

attractive to the children, according to age, and as they advanced

from one school to the next above in their New Institution for

the formation of their characters .

4th. The teachers and taught were governed in practice by the

true, simple, yet divine principles of pure undefiled Christianity,

of universal love and charity-a love and charity emanating

from the knowledge that the Creator gives all the qualities and

powers to the created which it can possess, and that all the works

of the Great Creating Power of the Universe are as perfect as

the elements or materials for creation will admit.

And this Mysterious Power is the real God, under whatever

name, of all nations and peoples.

It is therefore unwise, and indeed most irrational, for man,

especially inhis yet undeveloped state, to attempt to make la's

to contravene the all-wise and all-merciful laws of God ; for by

so doing he mars and spoils to a great extent the perfect work

ofGod.

No, my friends ! the time shall surely come, when the popu-

lation of the world shall be governed solely under the influences

of universal love and charity; and, divine as these principles are,

they are yet the principles of common sense for governingman-

kind and forming the character from birth to death .

Perhaps sufficient has now been said to open this division of

the social science for useful discussion by the members of the

association.
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The writer concludes with the hope that the subject thus

explained may be accepted by the Right Rev. Lord Bishop who

presides over this section, and by the meeting, in the same spirit

in which it has been written.

ROBERT OWEN.

Sevenoaks Park .

For the Educational Section.

"Anygeneral character, from the best to the worst, from the most

"ignorant tothe most enlightened, maybegiven to any community,

"even to the world at large, by the application ofproper means ;

" which means are to a great extent at the command and under the

" control of those who have influence in the affairs of men."

EDUCATION, or the formation of character, forms the most essen-

tial division of Social Science. Education being understood as

part of the Social Science, may now be made to effect, and with

the certainty of a law of nature, the highest and most substantial

services for the permanent prosperity and happiness of our

country and of all countries .

If there is now sufficient moral courage in the public to look

this subject fairly in the face, and to pursue it to its legitimate

results, it will be found competent, united withthe other branches

of Social Science, to terminate, gradually and most beneficially

for all, the present ignorance, poverty, disunion, evil passions,

vice, crime, and misery, so prevalent at this day throughont

society in all countries.

In fact, education, or the formation of character, when com-

prehended in its full extent, will be found to include within its

legitimate range every other division of Social Science, as now

divided by the association. For it includes,

Instruction in a knowledge of the laws of God and of men,

and of their influences upon humanity when applied to practice.

Instruction in the causes which have created humanly-devised

punishments, and their influences upon societyas now instituted ;

and in those causes which when applied to practice will expose

the error and great evil arising from man's ignorant andpuerile

attempts to punish manjustly or with any permanent benefit to

society.

Instruction in the never-ceasing beneficial influences, in a

rationally constructed system for conducting wisely the affairs of

life, arising from the punishments of nature, when punishment

canbe ofuse to the individual or to society.

Instruction in the Laws of Health, and their application to

practice, as to food, dress, dwelling, air, exercise, occupations,



9

sites for habitations, and how to warm, ventilate, and secure

from fire.

Instruction in the principles how to create wealth in the

most advantageous manner for the individual and for the aggre-

gate of society.

Instruction in the formation of the best combinations for

societies, and in aknowledge of the spirit, principle, and practice,

bywhich these should be governed.

These and much more will be included in a rational system of

national education, or in the rational formation of character, to

train humanity into full formed men and women, or superior

rational beings.

It will now be said, previously to sufficient knowledge and

reflection upon the subject, that thus to educate the human race

or any part of it is impracticable.

It is so on the old principles and practices of forcing false

instruction upon humanity, and tormenting it to induce it to

accept a most unnatural treatment to acquire superficial, useless,

and often injurious knowledge.

The writer knows that by the principles on which half a

century agohe established and continued the practice for upwards

of a quarter of a century to new-form the character of humanity,

by the most simple and natural method, in spirit, principle, and

practice, and in strict accordance with the pure undefiled

practice of Christianity, so far as the inventor's instructions could

be carried out amidst many obstructions, he was eminently

successful in demonstrating the truth of the principles and the

advantages of the practice, until interfered with by oldprejudices

and quaker sectarianism.

Under the principle and practice of this then new mode of

forming character by the eyes, by observing material objects, and

by familiar conversation between pupil and teacher-the pupil

was freely allowed to ask his own questions, and to receive

rational answers. Under this principle and practice, fully under-

stood, with proper arrangements, and conducted by the teacher

without deviation in the true spirit of universal charity and love,

more real, useful, well remembered knowledge of facts will be

givenand retained in one day, than is now received and retained

through the old scholastic mode of giving instruction, in one

month, and often in six months.

It is extremely gratifying to learn that our government has

made a commencement in this direction in an establishment.now

in progress at South Kensington, which, as described to the

writer, is much in advance of the general public, and is well

imagined for the population of the metropolis, as society is now

conducted. Its founders are in advance of the present instructors

of the public. But until the different divisions of the science

of society shall be united to act harmoniously as a whole, no one

canhave a correct conception of the superior character which

may be formed for the human race.

C
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Oneman thus full formed, physically, intellectually, morally,

and practically, will be of more real value to society, than hun-

dreds of the present misformed inhabitants of our earth.

Thepresident of this section, if he pursues this subject through

all its ramifications and extent, will open anew mine to the

population of the world, of a value yet beyond human estimate.

and will enterupon acavern ofmore substantialwealth than the

surface of the globe now contains.

That he may fearlessly enter this mine, and may succeed in

working it with daily increasing satisfaction to himself, and

lasting benefit to society, is the ardent wish of the writer.

The prize to be gained deserves the best effortsof the bestmen.

Sevenoaks Park, Sevenoaks .

September, 1857 .

ROBERT OWEN.

For the Section of Health, under the Presidency of the Right

Honourable Lord Stanley.

" Unfavourable or inferior surroundings create disease and

" misery ; favourable or superior surroundings insure health

" and happiness."

This is intended to be a paper to interest the population of

the world through futurity ; by exposing the origin of evil, and

developing the means by which to establish the language of

truth over the globe,-destroy all motive to falsehood, in look.

word, or action, and elevate man to the attainment ofra-

tionality, superior knowledge, and permanent happiness.

Allwho reflect will readily admit that sound health in body

and mind of the population of the empire is of the first

importance.

But society having been everywhere based on the false founda-

tion that the created determines and forms its own qualities and

powers, and being constructed in strict accordance with this

fatal mistake, has given little attention to the laws of nature,

or to the causes which alone can produce permanent health and

happiness.

Hence old society has proceeded so far in error, in opposition

to the laws of health, that not much can be done, even by large

expenditures, to remove the causes of disease, as now experienced

inLondon and other large cities and towns.

The laws of health, on which so much of our happiness

depends, require that attention should be given in choosing sites

for dwellings, to their plan and construction, the manner of
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warming, lighting, and ventilating them, &c., Also to the arrange-

ments for training, educating, and employing their inhabitants,

and to the aggregate combinations of these dwellings. And, in

short, to the whole arrangements of the business of life ; and

these are combined in one act or action.

These considerations, with innumerable others, show that it

will be far the most economical and best course on all accounts

tobegin to re-arrange society from its base, on new sites, and to

construct it throughout in accordance with the true principles of

Social Science; which will be explained.

This change maybe now easily effected, gradually, in the same

manner as were the changes from the old roads, one by one, to

the new railways, which required for adoption new sites, new

principles and practices, and greatly superior surroundings for

travelling.

Of course, innumerable ignorant and futile objections will be

made to the proposed change from an old worn-out irrational

system, only fertile in producing every kind of error, evil, and

suffering, to another system, greatly superior in spirit, principle,

and practice, and in its combinations for general permanent

happiness, and which, by avoiding the errors, will prevent the

evils and sufferings of the old system.

Superior as this new system will be in every respect when

compared with the present, society will be strongly opposed to

thechange from the one to the other.

There is a recent strong warning to society respecting such

changes.

Let the public call to recollection the varied absurd notions

and fanciful objections made to a fundamental change from an

inferior to a greatly superior mode of travelling, when first pro-

posed by the untaught but nature-inspired George Stephenson,

and how strongly he was opposed by the learned in the law, by

the wealthy. and bymany of the most powerful in the land, all

combined in opposition to asimple untaught man of truth and

integrity, but of native genius .

George Stephenson, strong inhis internal convictions, perse-

vered in what he felt and knew to be the truth and right ; and

he thus overcame all the obstacles so unwisely brought to oppose

his progress to the third great discovery of the age and the fifth

of all ages for the benefit of universal man-a discovery which

already, in a few short years, traverses the greater part of our

globe, and promises soon to extend over the remainder.

And it will now soon appear to the astonished world, that for

upwards of fortyyears the same false, futile, and frivolous ob-

jections have been continually opposed to the greatest discovery

yet made by man, to enable him to attain and to secure the

highest permanent happiness of his race-to a discovery which

goes at once to the origin of evil and tothe removal of its cause

for ever;-adiscovery of the fundamental error on which society

hasbeenbased and constructed, and in accordance with which
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the character of manhasbeen misformed from the beginning to

this day. And yet, like all the great truths of nature, it will be

discovered to be simple, and will soon become obvious to the

commonmind of general society, and will be easily taught to

children !

What, then, it will be now asked, is the origin of evil, and the

great fundamental error which has been made by all of

humanity ?

It is the fatal, and, it may truly be said, on account of its

consequences, horriblemistake, " that man, acreatedbeing, could

" by any possible means determine upon or create one of the

" qualities or powers which constitute his physical, intellectual,

" moral, spiritual, and practical nature."

Yet, without deep reflection and much consideration, the truth

cannot be made to enter the mind already filled with opposing

ideas and associations of ideas; and so filled because, from

the beginning, through all past ages to this day, all have been

forced to receive the religions,laws, governments, and institutions,

emanating from and based solely on the mere imaginary notion

that the created determines upon and makes its own qualities

and powers.

All, no doubt, will be anxious to learn what are the evils which

have been and are produced and continually reproduced by this

fatal, this horrible mistake of our early undeveloped ancestors,

and transmitted through all succeeding ages to the present.

The catalogue would include all the evils experienced by man

during this longdarknight of mental insanity, moral degradation,

and physical suffering.

To enumerate these in detail would exceed the limits here

allowed, and indeed, would be endless. And to name a few of

them now will suffice for present purpose.

This mistake of our poor ignorant inexperienced first parents

has placed death obstructions to progress in real knowledge

through every succeeding generation. It is therefore the cause

of the gross ignorance which at this day pervades so large a

portion of the population of the world.

Through this ignorance it has created innumerable obstruc-

tions to the production and preservation of real wealth; and it is

therefore the cause of all the poverty and fear of it now suffered

by the human race. For there exists no other necessity for

poverty or the fear of it to be experienced by one human being.

It has created the repulsion so general between man and man

and nations and nations, and has thus caused the religious and

political wars, the sufferings, and the deaths, of the martyrs of

all superstitions, and the present divided and opposing state of

all creeds and political parties.

It is the cause of the atrocious cruelties of the Hindoos and

Musselmen this day in India, and of our attempts to revengethem.

It represses the best and most attractive feelings, and creates

the general falsehood and deception now in practice over the

world.

:
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It has created prostitution with its heart-rending unimaginable

miseries and degradation, the murder of children by their

mothers ,-murder of wives by husbands and of husbands by

wives, with all the hidden sufferings of forced cohabitation ,

directly opposed to the laws of God.

The mind ofman cannot, but the mind of woman may per-

haps imagine some of the dreadful sufferings created by this

ignorance of an unchanging law of our common nature.

But few men or women can form any conception ofthe phy-

sical and mental diseases created by allthe previously named

causes of sufferings from ignorance, from poverty, from religious

errors and repulsive feelings, from prostitution, from child mur-

ders, from bearing natural children, when not extended to the

murder of offspring, from family feuds and quarrels arising from

improperly forced legal cohabitation, and from the falsehood and

deception existing between these parties.

These loathsome, degrading, and painful physical and mental

diseases , are nature's punishments, continually increasing, for

opposing her good, wise, and merciful laws ; and they will in-

crease until they shall compel men to perceive their errors and

evil doings, and to abandon them altogether, by adopting the all-

efficient laws of their Creator, and a new system based on ever-

lasting truth.

Heartrending and numerous as the before-mentioned suffer-

ings and diseaseshave been, and are, innumerable others re-

mainto be noticed, but which notice the limit of these papers

will not now admit here .

It is, however, not to be forgotten that this fatal error in

founding society on so false a notion or mere undeveloped ima-

ginary supposition, has caused men to make ignorant, absurd,

inconsistent, and most presumptuous laws, in opposition to,

and in defiance of, the laws of nature never known to change,

and which, if attended to and consistently acted upon, would

direct into the right path to wisdom, unity, peace, and happiness .

But what will the untaught mistaught among all classes,

creeds, and parties, in all countries, say or do to the man who

thus openly opposes these cherished errors in principle and

practice, but which errors from their infancy they have been

forced by a false instruction to believe to be truth and right ?

They will agree in saying, that he cannot be in his right

senses, that he is adangerous man, and ought to be confined or

put to death . I well know that these must be the feel-

ings and desires of the unthinking and unreflecting, as well as

of the erroneous thinkers and reflectors ;-and this state of

the human mind Ihave been conscious of, and calmly contem-

plated, from the commencement of my public proceedings.

Witness what I said and did in the great public meeting held

in the City of London Tavern, August, 21st, 1817.

Knowing the extent of the mental darkness in which so large

a portion of my poor deluded fellow-menhave been so long kept
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by the errors of our forefathers, and the horrible sufferings men

have experienced from the same cause, I am conscious that

strong, even that life and death measures, can alone arouse the

human race from its present mental degradation and physical

suffering, and that the most powerful medicine is now required

to cure the bodily and mental diseases with which humanityhas

been so long afflicted.

This strong but nauseous medicine is now given under the

heaviest responsibility, with full reliance in its efficacy to com-

plete a perfect cure, and thus ultimately to create in the popula-

tion sound minds in sound bodies.

October 1st, 1857.

ROBERT OWEN.
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The following papers have not been sent .

A TREATISE CALLED FOR BY THE PRESENT STATE

OF THE POPULATION OF THE WORLD, EXPLANA-

TORY OF THE ORIGIN OF EVIL AND OF GOOD TO

THE HUMAN RACE, AND OF THE PLAIN PRACTICAL

MEASURES TO SECURE THE HAPPINESS OF ALL

THROUGH FUTURITY.

THE origin of evil is the impression made on the mind of all,

through past time to the present, that the created creates its own

qualities and powers, and should be made responsible for their

actions.

The origin of the good which is to be experienced by the

human race is the knowledge, derived from all facts, that the

Creator determines upon and creates all the qualities and powers

of the created, and is alone responsible for all the consequences

of such creation.

What mortal man can trace and explain the errors, miseries ,

and sufferings of mankind, through past ages to the present,

which have emanated from the fatal introduction of the origin

of evil at the commencement of society ?

Orwho can foresee and foretell the happiness which will be

enjoyed by all through future ages, when the origin of evil, and

its consequences, shall be peaceably superseded by the origin of

good and its consequences ?

An attempt, however, shall be made, to give a slight sketch of

both, but these sketches will be slight indeed, compared with

realities.

The belief that man, a new created existence, creates his own

qualities and powers, derangedthe rational and reasoning faculties

of humanity, and made all of our race to see all things through

a false medium, and to err in all their attempts to attain happi-

ness-the ever-enduring object of human existence, and the

ultimate destiny of all.

This derangement of the rational and reasoning faculties

introduced the various superstitions , called religions, which have

created the repulsive feelings between man and manand nation

and nation, and which have filled the human race with erroneous

ideas of truth and falsehood, and have generated the most savage

feelings between those who differed on these matters ; all, at the

same time, being most ignorant of the subjects about which they

differed, and of the cause of their differences .
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These superstitions, all dignified with the name of religion,

soon created a favoured class to teach and maintain them; and

this class became the priesthood in all these opposing super-

stitions .

These priesthoods gradually became masters of the human

mind, and consequently the directors of all human affairs ; and

the population of the world during the darkest ages were com-

pletely under their control and government, possessing power to

dethrone and degrade the highest secular potentates of the

earth.

And for a long period they have ruled the population of the

world with physical burnings and mental torments, to an extent

unbearable to humanity, and which at length aroused some

daringminds to question their claimed divine authority to assume

the powers of God over their fellow men.

These daring minds, at the imminent hazard oftheir lives, met

with some small success ; just sufficient to induce others to

follow their examples. Their attacks upon the superstitions of

religious dogmas opened to view more and more the extent of

tyranny which the priesthoods had for ages assumed over the

intellects and affairs of men born with faculties equal to their

own.

But the priesthoods, having acquired this power, gave to

themselves high sounding titles, honours, and exclusiveprivileges,

to enable them to keep the mass of the people in physical and

mental slavery. Assuming to be made by some forms of their

own contriving the equals and representatives of God, they

claimed the direction in all things , from birth to death, of the

entire population, but most especially the training of theyoung

mind, that they might form it to perpetuate their influence and

power over them when at muturity.

To this end they must name the child,-church the mother,-

have the child taught and forced to receive their creed, however

unintelligible to child and parent.

Then all their invented absurd ceremonies must be daily and

weekly observed.

Then they assume to know betterthan their Creator when the

sexes should be united, how long these unions should remain,

and whether they were made and continued in accordance

with or in opposition to the laws of God and of their nature ;

while, before and after these new-made, misery-producing,

marriages, they must attend continually to their priestly instrue-

tors and teachers, in order thatthey should not acquire sufficient

common sense to discover the fallacy and folly of theirteachings,

and the false foundation of all these superstitions conceived in

opposition to all facts, to the first indications of common sense

or sound judgment.

The whole of the proceedings of the priesthoods of the world

through all ages, having emanated from the most gross andnow
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palpable error " that the created makes its own qualities and

" powers," nothing rational could proceed from that foundation.

In fact, the priesthoods of the present generation are, in

consequence of their erroneous training, education, and placing,

the unconscious obstructions to the elevation of man to the rank

and state of a rational being.

With the ample appliances of materials, and of science to

work them, all from birth, by being placed within such surround-

ings as society can now with ease and pleasure create to well-

train and educate them, may be made, with the certainty of a

law of nature, to become, not only consistent in mind and

practice, but good, wise, healthy, united to their fellows, prosper-

ous, and happy through life .

The priesthoods of the world, by their unconscious false

teaching, and by the prejudices and injurious habits which they

sanction, are the cause of the present wretchedly confused Babel

condition of society, and of all the evil passions and immoralities

of the human race .

Enormous and innumerable as are the evils and sufferings

which the priesthoods of the world at this day inflict on them-

selves and on all of our race, yet the application of the Divine

Principles of universal love and charity, teach all to avoid anger,

or ill-will, or any injurious actions or proceedings against one of

them in any part of the world, however erroneous, absurd, or

foolish their teachings may be, andnoteven to deprive them of

their living. And this for the strongest of all reasons :-because

they have been so placed, trained, and educated by society, as to

believe, and most likely the very great majority ofthem do believe

most conscentiously, that they are right and good, and are doing

the Great Moving Power or Spirit of the Universe,(blas-

phemous as is the idea) great service, by their creeds, forms, and

ceremonies.

66

This is said from the knowledge ofour nature, " that any one

" from birth mighthave been so placed, trained, and educated,

as to be compelled by the force of surroundings to believe the

" most contradictory to nature of these creeds to be divine

" truths, and to be willing to sacrifice his life in many cases to

" sustain and defend them as such."

O! My poor deluded fellow men ! What have you not

suffered ? What do you now suffer from the want of an unex-

clusive, sound, consistent, rational training and education from

birth, physical, intellectual, moral, spiritual, and practical. All

that the population of the world now requires, to enable it to

make a rapid progress in goodness and knowledge, to lead it to

the full rational enjoyment of its existence, is the creation of

common-sense surroundings, to well-form the character of each

from birth ; for on the good orbad formation of character depends

the good or bad, rational or irrational, miserable or happy state

of the populations of all nations and peoples .
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How easy, then, will it now be forthe leading civilisedgovern-

ments to unite in peace to create these new, good, and superior

surroundings, gradually so to train and educate their respective

populations, that all shallbecome full-madewell-formed superior

rational men and women,knowing themselves,knowing society,

and knowing how to act in such manner as to make each other

permanently happy!

SECOND TREATISE ON THE ORIGIN OF EVIL AND

OF GOOD TO THE HUMAN RACE.

THE leading liberal minds among the upper classes of society

have now entered upon the right course to secure the progress

and happiness of thehuman race, and it is hoped that, having

commenced, they will now steadily pursue it, without stay or

retrogression, or turning to the right or to the left, until full

success shall crown their efforts .

The path now opened is probably new to many who have thus

entered it, and it may appear to them to be full of thorns and

briars andmany perplexing obstructions .

The writer has employed manyyears, in fact a long life, in

surveying every part of it, from its commencement to its ter-

mination, and he assures theseyoung travellers on this most

interesting road, that although formerly the obstructions to pro-

gress upon it were numerous, and indeed until lately insur-

mountable, yet have the most formidable now been removed or

overcome, others are disappearing, and it is probable that the

entire path will be soon cleared, and that the road may be with

safety and great pleasure travelled through its whole course.

To cease metaphor;-until lately no one desirous to retain

respectability, so called, in modern society, could veuture to

discuss the full subject of social science. All the educated

prejudices of the public were so opposed, that it was tabooed,

except among a party whose limited views and education pre-

cluded them from comprehending a science which provides for

all the wants of humanity, and which, in fact, includes all other

sciences and the whole business of life .

For it includes the development of the best means to place,

train, educate, employ, feed, clothe, amuse, and governthehuman

race, in health, and so as to enable it to attain wisdom and

happiness, increasing through futurity.

Until the origin of evil was discovered, no progress could be

made in social science ; for the origin of evil being opposed to

the laws ofGod and nature, and the social sciences being founded

and constructed on those laws only, the one has been throughout,

in every department of life, opposed to the other; and it is

utterly vain and useless to attempt in any manner to unite the
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ever-changing laws of ignorant men, with the unchanging divine

laws of God and nature.

Let all now pause and reflect well onwhat is now goingtobe

solemnly stated as an eternal truth. It is, that the population

of the world must continue to be placed, trained, educated,

employed, and governed, in accordance with the origin of evil,

as it has been to this day, or it must be placed, trained, educated,

employed and governed, in accordance with the origin of good,

the true and only foundation of social science.

The one, it is now evident, is now driving the human race to

a state of Babel confusion which will lead to a pandemonium ;

while the other will lead direct to knowledge, wisdom, goodness,

unity, harmony, and ultimately to a terestrial paradise.

There can be no permanent happiness so long as society is
based, constructed, and governed on the supposition " that the

" created creates its own qualities and powers and should be

" made responsible for their actions."

Nor will there be any permanent misery when society shall be

based, constructed, and governed consistently onthe knowledge

ofthe universal fact " that the Creator gives all the qualities and

powers to the created, and is alone responsible for their

" actions."

46

But, it will be said, this will overturn the whole principle

and practice of existing society over the world.

The writer knows it ; and the sooner the old principles and

practices of society are so overturned, the better it will be for

every child of man, provided the change shall be effected in the

spirit of universal charity and love for our race, with wise fore-

sight, in order, in peace, gradually, and with harmony between

the governors and governed.

The writer has now placed truth and falsehood, good and evil,

discord and harmony, before the population of the world.

To do this was his mission from his birth. This mission is

now fulfilled ; and he can do no more than trust to the Great

Creating Powerof the Universe, which has enabled him thus to

feel, think, and act through life.

This power is the writer's God, from his infancy. Whatmay

be the God of others, he knows not, nor has he any business to

pry into the interiorthoughts and feelings of others : but asthey

are those which have been taught tothemfrom their birth, he re-

spects them as much as his own.

And let the republicans and democrats of all countries be

assured, that these are the principles and practices bywhich

alone true liberty, practical equality,universalunity, and acordial

fraternity, can ever be attained or maintained.

Let allnowmark, learn, and inwardly digest what has been

stated in this little publication. This is all that is asked by

ROBERT OWEN.

October 5th, 1857.
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ΕΡΙΤΟΜΕ OF THE PRACTICAL MEASURES BY WHICH,

IN PEACE, AND IN THE SHORTEST TIME, ΤΟ

ΑΤΤΑΙΝ ΤHIS ELEVATED, SUPERIOR, AND HAPPY

STATE OF EXISTENCE FOR THE HUMAN RACE.

THE knowledge " that the Creator gives to the created all

" the qualities and powers which they possess, and is alone

" responsible for the action of those qualities and powers," is

the broad and solid foundation for this new superstructure of

society.

This knowledge at once becomes the base of the true universal

religion for man, by creating within him that love and charity

for our race, which can alone make him sincerely desirous to do

to others as he would wish others to do to him, or, in other

words, to love his neighbour as himself.

There is, then, but one road by which this practice may be

made to obtain through the lives of all of our race.

The ruling powers of the civilised portions of the world must

unite to abandon the false and fatal error on which society to

this day has been based, and from which all its wars and wicked-

nesses have of necessity emanated.

They must then make the required preparations well and

wisely to re-base and re-construct society, on the divine truth,-

" that God, and not man, gives all the qualities and powers of
66

thought and action possessed by everyone of our race ; " and

to re-constructsocietyin undeviating accordance with that glorious

truth, and solid foundation by which forbearance, love, and charity

will be made to pervade the hearts and minds of all, and the

wants of all will be provided for by the most simple, rational,

natural, and effective practical arrangements, which in execution

will give health, security, satisfaction, and happiness to every-

one through futurity.

The ruling powers of the civilised divisions of the earth will

then have gradually to re-associate those whom they govern, into

such masses as will be the most convenient to provide for their

wants, and to enable those thus happily new-placed the most

effectually to assist others to attain to this elevated and superior

condition.

These arrangements will provide in the best manner for the

training, education, employment, amusement, government, and

surroundings of all-which surroundings will include all that

superior made rational beings can or willdesire to enjoy.

But to perfect these new combinations of arrangements, the

permanent peace of nations is required ; and there never has

been a period in the history of the world so auspicious for the

inauguration of the universal and perpetual peace, first between

the Christian nations, and by degrees to include all others.

There is now ordinary peace between Austria, France, Great

Britain , Prussia, Persia, Russia, Sardinia, Turkey, and the

United States.
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The ordinary treaties of peace now subsisting between these

parties, could easily be made into federative treaties, giving

security and prosperity to each. These powers by such union

could command the permanent peace of society, and induce all

other powers gradually to join their great federation .

With a fair share of common sense andgood intention among

the present ruling powers of the world, that which has been

stated would be found not difficult of practice.

And instead of the separated subjects proposed for discussion

by the newly instituted " National Association for the promotion of

Social Science," which can lead only to confusion and endless

unsatisfactory discussions, let this association direct its attention

in the manner now stated to the whole subject as one.

For upon reflection it will be obvious that social science

includes every part of the business of life, in union ; because

each part has a direct reference to all the others, and cannot be

considered separately.

Ihave thus explained the origin of evil and its necessary evil

consequences, and the origin of good and its permanent happy

consequences to the human race, by unfolding the true and

superior surroundings necessarily emanating from the origin of

good, and in which the human race should be placed for the

perpetual advantage of every individual, whatever may be his

present, country, creed, class, or political party.

October, 1857 .

ROBERT OWEN.

:

THE ORIGIN OF GOOD AND EVIL, OF HAPPINESS

AND MISERY, TO THE HUMAN RACE .

" Truth alone can set you free. "

IGNORANT undeveloped, and inexperienced man, is abeing of fear

of unknown imaginary powers, and the very great majority of

the human race are in that condition at this day.

As the mind gradually developes, this fear diminishes by a

knowledge of facts superseding superstitious notions. Not,

however, until this present period, had any minds acquired

sufficient development and strength of mental powers to oppose

facts to the oldest and strongest superstitions.

But now these facts are too obvious and palpable to be longer

resisted, and superstitions must give way, strongly as theymay

be cherished, and at length " truth will prevail" over all opposing

obstacles .

Mental liberty, so long repressed by ignorance and superstition,

is now so far advanced, that the most developed minds of the

present age will now venture to listen to truths heretofore tabooed

by society ; and listening, must reflect ; and reflection will bring

conviction.
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The advanced public will now listen to the fact, which is an

eternal truth, " that the makermakes the qualities of the made,

" and is alone responsible forthem;" or " that the Creator creates

" all the qualities and powers of the created, and is alone respon-

" sible for their actions."

These facts are eternally true, and are all-important

to be known to man, because they are the origin of good, and

will guide all of our race through futurity to knowledge, wisdom,

goodness, unity, health, and the permanent rational enjoyment

of existence from birth to death-all-important to be known,-

because the superstitious suppositions and imaginary notions,-

" that the made makes its own qualities, that the created creates

" its own nature and powers, and that the made and created

" should be alone responsible for these qualities and powers,"

are the origin of all evil and misery to man; and these fatal

errors, emanating from our ignorant, undeveloped, and in-

experienced early ancestors, and transmitted by them to

us, have created all the superstitions, falsehood, deception,

opposing interests, repulsive feelings, misguided education ,

erroneous social arrangements, defective governments, a false

formation of character, and most injurious surrroundings within

which the human race has been placed through past ages to this

day.

The paths of good and evil are thus now opened to all. The

path of good leads to truth, wisdom, goodness. unity, health,

and rational enjoyment through life. The path of evil leads to

falsehood, ignorance, poverty, opposing interests, disunion, con-

flicts, wars, the injurious passions of anger, hatred, jealousy,

malice, revenge,-to murders, prostitution, loathsome diseases ,

and all manner of crimes, arising from a false formation of cha-

racter and acombination of irrational surroundings.

The path of evil has been the one universally followed, in

opposition to facts, and to the direct and unchanging laws of

Godand nature.

The path of good will be universally pursued as soon as the

advanced minds and ruling powers of society canbe induced to

attend to facts and to common sense.

It will be now seen which of these paths themen of influence

in society will prefer. But the path leading to happiness being

nowmadeplain and easy to pursue, the public will not be long

in finding out that the discovery of the path to good is the

greatest discovery madeby man for man; because it will insure

his everlasting peace and happiness.

The discoverer of the new path which leads direct to universal

charity and love for our race,-to truth, goodness,knowledge and

happiness,-will endeavour to make it plain to the public by an

imaginary conversation between one of the mostadvanced minds

of the age and himself.

Andfor this purpose, apologising to his lordship for the liberty
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he takes, he selects, as the representative of the active advanced

minds of this country at this day, the Right Honourable Lord

Brougham, Ex-Lord Chancellor of England, and now founder,

patron, and president, of the " National Association for the pro-

motion of Social Science."

AN IMAGINANARY CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE

RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD BROUGHAM AND VAUX,

EX-LORD HIGH CHANCELLOR OF ENGLAND, AND

FOUNDER, PATRON, AND PRESIDENT OF THE

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROMOTION

OF SOCIAL SCIENCE, AND ROBERT OWEN, FOR-

MERLY OF NEW LANARK IN SCOTLAND,-INVENTOR

AND FOUNDER OF THE FIRST RATIONAL INFANT

SCHOOL AND INSTITUTION FOR THE TRUE FOR-

MATION OF CHARACTER, IN SPIRIT, PRINCIPLE,

AND PRACTICE, AND THE INTRODUCER OF THE

SAME SPIRIT, PRINCIPLE, AND PRACTICE, TO

AN INFERIOR POPULATION, TO ELEVATE IT FROM

IGNORANCE, POVERTY, RELIGIOUS DISSENTIONS,

AND GREAT DEMORALIZATION, TO COMMON SENSE

PROCEEDINGS, RELIGIOUS TOLERATION AND

FRIENDSHIP, AND TO A GREATLY IMPROVED

SOBRIETY AND GENERAL MORAL CONDUCT.

[L. B. will signify Lord Brougham, and R. O. the writer.]

L. B. You desire a conversation with me,-upon what subject ?

R. O. Upon the most important of all subjects, Social

Science ; which appears to me to be the science of sciences,

because on its true development depends the permanent happi-
ness of our race.

L. B.-I agree with you as to the importance of the science ;

and for the general benefit of society I am willing todiscuss the

subject freely with you, although I know you entertain upon

some matters what are deemed by many to be extreme opinions.

But I apprehend no evil from any principles which can be

demonstrated to be true or in accordance with facts .

R. O.-Iam aware that I have long beendeemed toholdextreme

opinions ; but all new truths are at first considered by the public

to be extreme opinions, and not to be true.

L. B.-Admitted, as a general principle, to which there are

exceptions. But now to the object of your visit. What are

your views respecting the divisions of the science which the

association is preparing to examine and discuss next week at

Birmingham ?

R. O.-I thinkthe arrangements as stated inthe printedpapers

so far issued to the public may prepare those who attend the
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meetings to begin to enquire in what the Social Science consists ,

and how it ought to be considered, to be understood for useful

practical purposes .

L. B-.The association desires the subject to be so considered

and discussed. To what do you object ?

R. O. To this science being attempted to be advantageously

considered in sections ; when it is a science composed of such

parts as cannot be understood separately. Education, health,

punishment, laws, all blend together and form one science,

including the whole business of life.

L. B.-I do not yet see any reason why each of these subjects

should not occupy the attention of the association as given in

the prospectus. Let me hear how you would have this science
investigated and discussed.

R. O.-Social Science refers to the aggregation of men into

societies, so constructed as to callforth the best qualities of each

into daily action, by giving to each a good physical, intellectual ,

moral, spiritual, and practical character, in strict accordance with

the laws of human nature, which are the laws of God : -into

societies so constructed as to enable them to produce the greatest

amount of the most valuable unadulterated wealth, in the

shortest time, and in the best manner for the producers and

consumers :-societies so constructed that the laws of health

shall be systematically applied through all their details. So

constructed that all shall be well placed to perform all the duties

of life in the best manner, and to enjoy the greatest amount of

rational happiness during the performance of those duties.-So

constructed as by the placing, training, and education, the

punishment ofman by man will never be required oruseful,nor
onehuman-made law, in opposition to nature's or God's laws,

necessary for the good government of such societies.-So con-

structed that all the members shall be so placed, that each one

shall be well cared for by the societies from birth to death.-So

constructed that by this placing, training, and education, such

attractive feelings shall be created between all the members of

each society, that there will be no anger, ill-will, jealousy, or

unkind feelings, at any time, between them, and they will have

but one interest and one universally prevailing desire to promote

the rational permanenthappiness of each other.-So constructed

that wealth shall always superabound in these societies, and be

freely used by each member according to his or her wants. So

constructed that all the surroundings within and around each

society shall be well considered with respect to their influences

upon humanity, and shall be combined to create in all the

members the best and most happy influences.

L. B-To effect these results will require superhuman powers,

and they are beyond human nature to accomplish .

R. O. Herein is the great error of the governing powers of

the world, and the mistake of all statesmen. Let society be at
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once placed on its true foundation, and all these results, with

universal peace and harmony amongmen, will speedily follow.

L. B.-Why ! What do you mean ? Is not society now based

on its true foundation ?

R. O-No, my lord. It never has been based on its true

foundation. But it ever has been, and is at this day, based on

the origin of evil. Andhence the sin and misery,-the repulsive

feelings between men and nations,-the religious andcivil wars,-

the language of falsehood andconduct of deception,-the hatred

of truth and opposition to open sincere minds, the ignorance,

poverty, superstitions, disunion, counteraction, cruelties, and

Babel confusion and repulsive feelings now soprevalent over the

globe.

L. B. These are indeed strange doctrines ; and well may

they be called extreme opinions. Will you explain what you

meanby afalse foundation of society, the origin of evil ; and

by the true foundation of society ?

R. O. With pleasure. Foron a right understanding of these

GREAT FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS, depend the permanent peace and

happiness of the human race. But to make the explanation

more easy to be fully comprehended, perhaps your lordship will

have the kindness, for the public good, to first reply to a few

plain questions .

L. B.-I can have no objection to do so, provided they are

relevant and are proper questions to answer.

R. O. They shall be such in your lordship's estimation.

L. B.-Pray proceed-for my curiosity is now excited.

R. O.-When an inventor discovers and makes a curious,

complicated, and most valuable machine, chooses his own

materials, finishes it, and sets it to the action intended, Is the

inventor and maker, or is the machine itself, responsible for its

working ?

I... B.-The question answers itself. Who would ever

blame the machine, however imperfect might be its actions ?

R. O.-Good, mylord. But yet another question. When

the Supreme Spirit and Great Creating Power of the Universe

invents and creates the most complicated and wonderfully com-

bined physical, intellectual, moral, spiritual, mechanical, and

chemical, living machine, and places it within conditions, also

of the Creator's creating-the living spiritual machine, thus

wonderfully constructed and combined, not knowing how a

particle of itself was created,-Should the existence thus pro-

duced,-the created, or should the Creator, be responsible for

the action of the qualities and powers thus given to the created ?

L. B. This is a question which requires to be well considersd

before a rational answer can be given.

R. O.-I know it, my lord, and while you have time to think

of it Iwill proceed to reply to your lordships questions. First,

the false foundation on which society has been based through all
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past ages, is the imagined notion that the made, made itself ;

in other words, that the created creates its own qualities and

powers, and ought to be responsible for their action. This is

opposed to all known facts, and is the true origin of evil to the

human race. Second, the true foundation on which to base

society, is the fact that the Creator gives to the created whatever

qualities and powers the created possesses. And that the Creator

is therefore alone responsible for their action.

L. B. Why this would be to upset the existing state of

society over the world.

R. O.-I know it, and I have long foreseen that this is the

great change, and the only reform that can ever benefit the

human race. On this true, solid, and unassailable foundation,

it will be plain sailing to make the population ofthe world good,

wise, united, ever prosperous, andhappy.

L. B. This, without much more elucidation, must be a

mystery and enigma to every one.

RO. Only because every one has been taught to think,

believe, and act on a false fundamental principle-on a principle

opposed to nature and to all facts.

L. B.-Hitherto it has been universally received that man

couldbemade to become good, only by being made responsible

to man for his thoughts and actions .

R. O.-And this has been the direct road to make all men

irrational in thought and action, as they are all over the world

at this day. And it has been the obstacle which has hitherto

made it impossible that the pure spirit of universal love and

charity for our race could ever enter the mind, or be reduced to

practice. While, on the knowledge of the fact, and therefore

divine truth, that the Creator creates all the qualities and

powers of the created, and is alone responsible for their action,

everymind will be pervaded with this spirit of universal love

and charity for our race, and it will be evident throughout the

whole practice of their lives ; and evil thoughts and evil actions

will be unknown among men.

L. B. If this were not a merefanciful idea ofyours, but were

a reality, it would be indeed the greatest discovery ever made

bymanforman.

R. O. Upon fair and full investigation, by your lordship

and other advanced minds ofthe age, itwill be ascertained to be

themost important reality known among men.

L. B. May it prove to be so, to terminate the sad sufferings

of so large a portion of our fellow men.

R. O. No efforts on my part shall be wanting to make this

knowledge knownto all, for the lasting benefit of all.

L. B. But eternally true and highly important as you may

imagine your discovery of the originof evil maybe,you will be

strongly opposed by the conservative principle at every step of

your progress, and the vested interests of the privileged classes
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will be insurmountable, supported, as they will be, by all the

influential members of society. What chance then have you of

success ?

R. O. From an early period in life, in fact, when I had made

upmy mind to bring the origin of evil before the public under

the least offensive phrase I could devise, merely saying " that

" the character of man is formed for him and not by him," I

knew I should be opposed by every class, creed, and party, in

every country, and I was prepared calmly to meet the result

ofthat opposition, whatever form it might take,having full con-

fidence in the ultimate success of the principle for the universal

practice of the population of the world.

L. B.-Against the powers of such combined opposition, on

what grounds was your confidence in success founded ?

R. O. On the yet stronger powers which aided me.

L, B.-What are these ?

R. O.-First. Aneternal truth, opposed by no one fact, and

supported by all facts through alltime. Second. Universal hu-

manity, or pure unprejudicedhumannature. And Third. The

everlasting future happiness of all of our race.

L. B. You are a strange man, so singular and extreme in all

your ideas and combinations of ideas, I do not know what to

make ofyou in your new system. Good bye.

THE GREAT CREATING POWER OF THE UNI-

VERSE AND MAN.

IT is at this period of the first importance to thehumanrace,

that man should acquire consistent or rational ideas respecting

the Great Creating Power of the Universe.

Without this knowledge, man may accumulate fact upon

fact without limitation, and yet never progress in wisdom to

apply those facts to attain goodness, unity, or united feelings,

and happiness.

What, then, is this Eternal Power of unceasing action ?

Where does it exist ?

How does it act ?

In reply to these ever-recurring questions, the combined

knowledge of thehuman race can only answer-" We know

" not. Our faculties are too limited and undeveloped to
66

comprehend the What, Where, or How. "

We see the effects, and are conscious the cause of them

exists, and must exist somewhere, and in some manner,

eternally; because nothing could never begin to create orpro-

ducesomething.

This power, in whatever form existing,is theAll-Pervading
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Spirit of EternalAction throughout the Universe ; and This

isthe God of the Human Race-by whatever name called, or

in whatever manner worshipped.

This Power-the Eternal Godhead invented the mechanical,

chemical, and spiritual parts of humanity, and wonderously

combined them to form man and woman, the most mysterious

of all living earthly existences for they are yet mysteries to

themselves ; knowing but little of their own divine nature.

They are, however, conscious that they are created with a

never-ceasing desire to attain and secure happiness.

This undying desire inman, to seek for happiness, is the

germwhich stimulates all his actions.

It is this germ which gradually developes the superior

faculties combined within humanity. It is this stimulating

germ which will enable him to progress until he attains the

ultimate object for which he has been created that is, the

permanent happiness of his race.

But while man shall continue so undeveloped in his rational

faculties as to degrade the Great Universal Spirit of Creation

by attributing to it the present weakness and failings of

humanity, very little progress can be made in a knowledge of

our nature, or towards the permanent happiness of our race.

Men somewhat in advance of ordinary minds would deem

themselves degraded were it imagined that they could consent

to make machines, if they possessed the power, to worship, to

praise, or to attempt to flatter them. To suppose that the

Great Moving Spirit of the Universe should create beings for

this purpose would be to give to God the attributes of inferior

humanity.

The first rational step towards humanwisdom, goodness,

and happiness for our race, will be to abandon all ideas of

worship, of praise or flattery of God, on the conviction that

God canandwill do, in the due order of creation, everything

that, ultimately, is to make all humanity good, wise, united,

andhappy.

And also that man, the created, cannotdo aparticle of good

to the Power who or which created him.

Letmen then cease contending about the attributes of an

Eternal Existence of which they know nothing, and which

cannot inany manner be effected by their puerile imaginations.

Instead of which, let the advanced minds of the age pause,

and ask themselves -" Do we understand the laws of nature

" which are inherent in humanity, and which are evidently

" the laws of the Great Creating Spirit of the Universe?"

The reply must convict them of ignorance of themselves, or

of direct opposition to the laws of God.
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For these laws of humanity declare that God has so created

man that he must believe in accordance with the strongest

conviction made on his mind, and that for this belief he can

have no merit or demerit. And, again, that he must like and

dislike, love and hate, according to the organisation forced

upon him without his consent or knowledge, and that for thus

liking or disliking, loving or hating, man canhave no merit.

Should the question be now asked-" Do the advanced and

ruling minds of this age obey or disobey these laws of God ?"

The reply must be " they disobey them."

"

They not only disobey them, but they make and enforce

laws in direct opposition to those unchanging laws of God,

and they thereby introduce innumerable unnecessary errors,

contentions, and sufferings, among the population of the

world, and make the language of truth impossible.

Instead of absurd ceremonies, intended for worship, useless

praise, and puerile flattery, all combined meaning nothing

rational, let the laws of God be obeyed, andmanwillbecome

a superior happy being.

October, 1857.

ROBERT OWEN.

WASTE OF HUMAN SYMPATHIES, FACULTIES,

AND POWERS, BY FOUNDING SOCIETY ON THE

ORIGIN OF EVIL INSTEAD OF THE ORIGIN OF

GOOD.

It is impossible in the present imperfectly developed state of

humanity to estimate the loss of wealth, wisdom, mental

power, and rational happiness, suffered through all past ages by

the population of the world solely in consequence of ourearly

ancestors founding every department of the business of life

on the origin of evil instead of the origin of good.

This fatal error to the happiness of our race has given a

false direction to all our ideas for training, educating, and

placing our children, to give themagood physical, intellectual,

moral, spiritual, and practical character ; for enabling them to

produce the greatest amount of the most valuable wealth in

the best manner; for uniting them in sympathy of feeling,

beneficially for all ; for governing them in accordance with the

laws of nature ; and for devising and combining the surround-

ings within which alone the humanrace canbe made to become

rational or consistent inmind and conduct, or can be made

to become good,wise, and happy.
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Under the present systen the smallest fraction only

of the superior qualities of humanity can be cultivated and

brought into action, compared with those which will arise

and be in constant activity when humanity shall be so far

developed as to found society on the origin of good, and shall

educate manand construct society to be consistent with that

origin. Man will become many thousand times superior and

happier under the latter, than it is possible he can be made to

become under the former.

The origin of evil establishes falsehood for the general

language of the human race, and deception of conduct leads

direct to Babel confusion throughout society, and ultimately

to apandemonium. While the origin of good will universally

establish the language oftruth and conduct of honesty, create

order and harmony throughout society, and ultimately place

the human race in a terrestrial paradise, and make all good,

wise, united, and happy.

October, 1857.

ROBERT OWEN .

SOCIAL SCIENCE.

SOCIAL SCIENCE, when understood and carried con-

sistently into practice, will give a good physical,

intellectual, moral, spiritual, and practical character to

every one ; will well-feed, clothe, lodge, employ, and

place all ; will elevate all in their station in society,

whatever may be their present condition.

It will pervade the hearts and minds of all with

universal love and charity, and with a never-ending

desire to promote the best permanent interests and

happiness ofall.

It will prepare the means by which gradually but

not slowly to create such attractive qualities in all,

that thehuman race will become, in the due order

of nature, cordially united as one enlightened and

affectionate family. And this is the spirit and practice of

undefiled Christianity. This is the GoodTime Com-

ing, and its commencement is near at hand.

ROBERT OWEN.

Sevenoaks Park, Sevenoaks, Kent.

10th October, 1857.


	Front Cover
	The following papers have not been sent. ...
	This undying desire in man, to seek for happiness...

