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INTRODUCTION TO SECOND EDITION

L

Mr. Owen's reasonsfor calling these Meetings to announce the.

approach of the Millennial State of Existence.

It is now very naturally asked-On what ground do you, Mr.

Owen, presume to predict so confidently the near approach of the

Millennial State of Human Existence ?

I reply-On the strongest possible grounds for the coming of

any event which has not actually arrived :-

Ist-Because all the materials for the creation of the millen-

nial state now exist in superfluity.

2nd. Because the knowledge has been given by which to

arrange these materials to create a full millennial state of exist-

ence over the earth .

3rd.-Because it is the highest interest of every one living, or

who may hereafter live, that this state should commence and

progress in the shortest possible time, now that the knowledge

by which to accomplish it has been given to humanity.

4th. Because all who have studied the history of the past,

and reflected on the present condition of the population of the

world, are conscious that the existing state of society is most

unsatisfactory in all its relations,-that its scientific discoveries

and inventions are far in advance of all its religions, govern-

ments, and commercial and social knowledge and arrangements,

and that, in consequence, society in all countries is dissatisfied,

and is looking for some great change, for which it has been for

some time in preparation, and is now in active progress of deve-

lopment.

The first question that will now be asked is-How is this, the

greatest of all changes, to be accomplished ?

I reply-By the cordial union of the human race ; and there is

no other mode under Heaven by which it canbe attained.

The past and present system of the world is based on dis-

union between religions, governments, classes, sects, and parties,

and on consequent repulsion between individuals and nations,

This disunion and repulsion must be changed for universal
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union and attraction, before the millennial state of society can
be attained.

True-it will be said-But who can make this change, and

create the union ?

I reply-Not any of the religions of the world ; for they hate

each other. Not any of the governments of the world; for they

are opposed to each other, in language, manners, prejudices, and

supposed interests. Not any class; for there is no fellowship

between any one and all the others. Not any party ; for every

party is opposed to all other parties. Much less any sect of any

particular religion; because each sect is in opposition to all other

sects, even of the same religion, and often more violently op-

posed to these than to others.

What chance-it will then be said-can there be then of uni-

versal cordial union, amidst this universal disunion, and so much

hatred and contempt for each others opinions and practices

throughout all these divisions ?

This very disunion will be the chief cause to produce universal

union, from the growing impression of the glaring absurdities

of these educated opinions of the human race, in opposition to

all facts. There can be no union with these divisions. There-

fore these divisions will be made to cease to exist in every part of

the world.

But how is this to be effected? I reply-Through the dis-

covered interest of each that they should not exist.

Who will make this interest obvious, and effective to induce

all to desire the change ? I will.

How ? By calling this meeting ofdelegates from all religions,

governments, classes, sects, and parties, on the 14th of May

next, and placing the whole truth respecting these matters before

them.

Butwho will send delegates to your meeting ? A sufficient

number will be sent to attain the object.

Butwhy do you call this meeting ? Because no one would

call it, nor could any other living persons have any chance of

success if they did.

Why so ? Because no individual, or number of individuals,

belonging to any particular government, religion,class, sect, or

party,would be attended to for any such purpose; and no un-

known person would be listened to. I am well known to all

civilized governments, religions, classes, sects, and parties,-but

belong to none of them ; yet not in hostility to any. It is also

wellknown that I have charity, kindness, and love, for allmy

fellow-men, of every class, creed, country, and colour, andpro-

bably all place more confidence in my independence, and inmy

sincere desire to benefit all equally, than all have in any other

individual, or in any aggregate of individuals, belonging to any

particular class, creed, country, or colour.
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Butwhat will induce these divisions of society to send dele-

gates to your meeting ? They will send them because I will im-

press them with the belief, that upon that occasion truths of

the deepest import shall be announced,-truths of everlasting

benefit to the human race; and that I shall propose the adoption

of measures which shall be permanently advantageous to all, of

every class, in every country, without those measures being inju-

rious to one humanbeing, here or hereafter.

What would give these divisions of society this confidence in

your wisdom and disinterestedness ? The antecedents of my

life, from my youth to the present time.

What reward do you expect for the time occupied, the trouble

experienced, and the capital expended, in preparing society for this

new state of existence ? The reward which I already possess,–

the greatest of all rewards, the satisfaction of knowing that I

have been permitted to benefit all my fellow-men through futurity.

Butwould it not be better that some powerful government, or

popular religion, or influential class, should take the lead in this

herculean task ? No. Any government, religion, or class, in

any country, prominently interfering, or of themselves attempt-

ing to effect this union, would have no chance of success ; be-

cause all other governments, religions, and classes, would suspect

their motives, and there would be universal doubt and opposition.

While one who is unconnected with any of these opposing

divisions, who is known to have spent a long life in the study of

mankind and of the laws of human nature, and in trying their

application for many years successfully to practice, would have

the greatest chance of succeeding. An individual, too, known to

have refused on consciencious motives the government of a

territory equal to a large kingdom :-who quietly reconciled two

powerful nations, mostjealous of each others views and inten-

tions, to a long cordial friendship which still continues :-an in-

dividual who has given a new and greatly improved character to a

large village population, and an entire new and very superior

character to all the children of that population :-an individual

who has employed his time, talents, and capital, through a long

life, in measures with a view to this great change in human exis-

tence-the first practical change ever proposed to permanently

benefit in the highest degree all of the human race, and to

effect the change in peace, in order, and with wise foresight, and

ina manner to terminate all wars, prevent them in future, and

thus secure peace and good-will for ever to the increasing popu-

lation of the world.

Aquestion will naturally now be asked by themembers ofeach

religion, and of each sect of each religion, and also of each

government,-Would not our religion, our sect, or our govern-

ment, if made universal, produce the millennial or happyperma-

nent state of human existence ?
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The full truth on this subject must benow told, for everlasting

benefit to all, and to terminate all desire to retain any of these

degrading divisions of the human race. It is, then, that, from

the results produced inpractice by each ofthese divisions, it will

be at once perceived,-as soon as educational prejudices, which are

gross errors, can be made evident, and thus removed,-that any

existing religion, government, class, sect, or party, in any

country, could not by possibility exist in the millennial state ;

for if attempted to be introduced into it, or into heaven itself,

both would be destroyed. These contending divisions are all

based on principles of repulsion,-are therefore false, and can

only produce evil continually. They must all therefore be aban-

doned. But not hastily, or violently; but only gradually, as the

millennial state can be made in practice to supersede them, as

the railways were gradually made to supersede the old gravel

roads. In this manner the new state will become the railway,

at first, but afterwards the electric telegraph-road to happiness,

superseding an old, worn-out road, which has so far led us in a

circle of error, without ever finding, until now, the only sure road

which could lead to happiness.
Therefore all religions, governments, classes, sects, and

parties, containing agrain of commonsense, will send their well-

chosen delegates to the congress of delegates, to be held at noon

in St. Martin's Hall, London, on the 14th of May next. And all

must wish success to this first meeting for the permanent estab-

lishment of humanhappiness.

Sevenoaks, Kent, January, 1855.

ROBERT OWEN.
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SECOND EDITION.

Reporter's Account of Robert Owen's great Preliminary Meet-

ing on the First Day of the Year in which, by his previous

advertisements, Mr. Owen had announced that the true Mil-

lennial State of Human Existence should commence.

It appears that Mr. Owen had purposely fixed this meeting on

New Year's Day, that he might have an audience who preferred

mental to bodily food and feasting; and it will be seen by this

report, that those who came with the highest expectations were

more than gratified.

The meeting was called for, and commenced precisely at,

seven o'clock, when the Lecture Room in St. Martin's Hall was

rapidly filling, and soon after it was crowded to overflowing.

Onentering, the company were surprised to see large drop

and side scenes painted to exhibit plainly to the eye different

combinations of good conditions, which Mr. Owen, Mr. Pem-

berton, Mr. Buckingham, and Mr. Atkins proposed for the rising

generation of the human race, and inwhich, as side scenes, Mr.

Atkins, for this preliminary purpose,had painted eight columns,

to exhibit an epitome of the creation of the world from its com-

mencement, step by step, through all its gradations to the pre-

sent time, with the progress which scientific knowledge has

attained to this period; showing with how much ease, by adopt-

ing Mr. Owen's and Mr. Pemberton's principles of education

from birth by the eye and ear, all useful and real knowledgemay

be now given to all who shall be placedwithin these new rational

conditions. The audience seemed at first stunned and then elec-

trified with these extraordinary representations, opening the first

glimpse of the " New Existence of Man upon the Earth."

When Mr. Owen, Mr. Atkins, and Mr. Pemberton entered,

and cameupon the platform, the cheers were universal, heartfelt,

andlong continued, and it was some time before Mr. Owen

could commence to open the meeting, which, upon taking the
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chair, hedid in his usual cheering manner, feeling confident that

hewas going to announce great and important everlasting truths

for the benefit of the human race.

He then requested Mr. Pemberton, jun., to read what hehad

prepared for the meeting. During the reading Mr. Owen fre

quently suspended the reading while he gave such additions as

occurred to him at the time to be useful.

On concluding, the cheers, which had been frequent during

the reading and speaking, were again renewed in the mosthearty

and encouraging manner, without there being the slightest sign

of dissent.

The drop scenes were let down one after another, but Mr.

Buckingham was too ill to be present to explain his views ofwhat

appeared tohim the bestconditions. Mr. Pemberton, who has given

somuch time and attention to make himself master ofthe great

importance of infant cultivation of our faculties in accordance

with nature, and for the same cultivation of all our faculties to

be continued in the same manner, then explained his views of

what he had imagined would prove good conditions for mankind

when properly instructed. This drop scene appeared to be very

well received by the audience, who greatly cheered Mr. Pember-

tonwhenhe finished his explanation of the painting exhibited.

Mr. Atkins, Civil Engineer, from Oxford, who has spent much

time and capital in preparing an extraordinary panoramic paint-

ing, on a gigantic scale, to show how easily the human racemay

be instructed in all the sciences, now came forward and ex-

plained the drop scene of a new combination of scientific ar-

rangements of good conditions, through which to train and

educate the lower and working classes to become equal, or rather

in reality superior, to any present class in the world, and thus

prepare them for a true brotherhood in the "New Existence of

Man upon the Earth."
Although his ideas occurred to him too rapidly, and he ex-

pressed them too rapidly, for the audience to follow him in all

his explanations, yet they discovered in what he said so much

that was practically useful, and such anadvance beyond present

teaching in schools and universities, that he surprised many, and

hewas very well received and much cheered. Mr. Atkins was

followed by Mr. Wilkins, who, by specimens he had brought to

the meeting, exhibited the superior results of his patent mode of

cultivation for garden and other roots and vegetables, &c.

appeared to give great satisfaction, andwas very well received.

The following are the addresses delivered by each of the above

gentlemen.

Не



ROBERT OWEN'S ADDRESS,

DELIVERED AT THE

ישי

MEETING IN ST . MARTIN'S HALL ,

LONG ACRE , LONDON ;

On the 1st ofJanuary, 1855.

This meeting was called by the following advertisement, in-

serted in the Leading Daily and Weekly Newspapers, the

Reasoner, London- Investigator, &c.

" The Permanent Happy Existence oftheHuman Race, or the

Commencement of the Millennium in 1855.

:

" ALL GOVERNMENTS, RELIGIONS, CLASSES, SECTS, AND

PARTIES, IN ALL COUNTRIES, are invited to appoint and send de-

legates to a Meeting to be held in the Metropolis of the British

Empire, on Monday, 14th May next, in St. Martin's Hall, to

hear explained " Glad Tidings of Great Joy to all Mankind,"

whichwill include the principles and the plain and easy practice

bywhich allGovernments maymake, with the aid of their res-

pective religions, every one from birth, good, intelligent, wise,

united to all, and permanently prosperous and happy.

" And, as a preliminary measure, the TRADES OF THIS ME-

TROPOLIS are invited to elect and send delegates to a Meeting to

beheld in St. Martin's Hall, on Monday, January 1st, 1855, at

7p.m., to have explained to them, that they may explain to their

constituents inLondon, and to their fellow workmen over Great

Britain and Ireland, the course which they will be recommended

to adopt at the Great Meeting of Universal Delegates to be held

as stated on the 14th May, on which day will be declared a com-

ing change inthe condition of the human race, without revolu-

tion or violence, to be effected inpeace, with order andwise fore-

sight, andwithout injury to any one of any class in any country,
B
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but with high lastingbenefit to allwho shallfrom birth be placed

within the new conditions.

" Let all who shall attend these two meetings, come in the

spirit of pure charity for all men, and with a right good-will to

aid and benefit them, regardless of their class, creed, country, or

colour.

" There will be no deception or secrecy in these proceedings ;

but the whole will be conducted with " Truth without mystery,

mixture of error, or fear of man." And the glory of this eleva-

tion of mankind to a new phase in their condition will be alone

to the God of the Universe, who evidently worketh all things in

regular progress for the ultimate good and happiness of man."

ROBERT OWEN.

London, 25th November, 1854.

MR . OWEN'S ADDRESS .

I have invited you to meet me for the most important purpose

thathas ever engaged the attention of any portion of the working

classes, in any country, at any time.

It is to inform you how you may now assist all classes of your

fellow-men to terminate the present degrading ignorance, dis-

union, tyranny, slavery, poverty, vice, crime, and misery ; to

speedily terminate this horrible bloody and useless war-except

it is to disgust all that is rational in humanity with its cruelties

and demoralisation ; and also to remove from society, for ever, the

repulsive feeling or cause of all these evils.

Inthis sacred cause, I am not going to deceive you or any

portion of the human race. There must be no mystery or de-

ceiving in that which is to benefit for ever every child of man, of

all colours, countries, creeds, and classes. I therefore at once

say, I did not invite you to this meeting to consult with you. I

have spentmany a long year in endeavouring to teach you by

consulting with you ; but the errors and prejudices arising from

the inferior, and too often vicious conditions by which hitherto

you have been surrounded fromyour birth to your death, have

been too unfavourable to enable me to do more than convince a

majority of you, that I feel a deep interest inyour permanent

well-being, and that a devoted extended life to the cause of uni-

versal humanity has now given you confidence in my experience,

and, as far as practicable, unselfish desire to benefit every class, in

every country.

That you are convinced that I am sincere in my intentions to

benefit you, is a great point gained. It is not, then, to consult

you that this meeting has been called ; but to prepare you to hear

glad tidings of great joy to the human race, to be more fully an
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nounced and explained at the great meeting to be held on the

14th of May next, of delegates from all governments, religions,

classes, sects, and parties, in all countries, over the earth. Many

will naturally smile at this simple declaration of unequalled mag-

nitude of import, and ask,--Who are to send those delegates from

these parties. I reply-their own obvious interests,-the uni

versal stimuli to action. And the second question will be,-For

what purpose will they meet an unofficial and unaccredited indi-

vidual ? The reply is,-to hear the reason explained, by which,

with the cordial consent of all parties and individuals, these

governments, religions, classes, sects, and parties, shall willingly

adopt measures to terminate these governments, religions, classes,

sects, and parties, over the world, for ever ; and not by violence,

in anger, or in ignorance ; nor yet hastily, or in any degree pre-

maturely; but calmly, by wise foresight, without injury to any-one,

butmost beneficially for all ; and there shall be no contests or

ill-will during this mighty revolution in the principle and practice

of the now contending nations of the earth.

un-

The third question that will be asked is,-For what reason

should all governments, religions, classes, sects, and parties, be
brought to this termination ? I reply, with fullconfidence in the

truth of that which I state,-because all governments, religions,

classes, sects, and parties, over the earth, are at this day not only

inferior, but most vicious conditions, by which to surround any

portion of mankind. Not a particle of universal charity, kind-

ness, and love for the human race, can be found in any one

of them. They altogether constitute a system of falsehood

wickedness, and misery. Were this system to continue

numbered millions of years, there never would be a particle of

universal charity, kindness, and love in it. Every government,

religion, class, sect, and party, over the world, is in direct hos-

tility to the high and permanent happiness of every individual of

every class in all countries. The system has been tried for thou-

sands of years, and has proved its worthlessness. There can be

no universal truth, goodness, charity, kindness, or love, under the

control of any one of these insane conditions ; and hence, under

this system of irrationality and insanity, man can never be united

to man, or made to become good and wise, or ever to attain a

state of permanent happiness. In short, man under this system

can never become a consistent and rational being, or progress in

the most valuable knowledge-which is, to know himself.

The fourth question will naturally be,-If this old system is

now to die its natural death, what system can be made to replace

and supersede it ? I reply,-the system of highly cultivated

human nature, in all its purity, consistency, and integrity ;-the

system of universal truth, charity, love, and attraction ;-the

system without falsehood, repulsion, vice, or misery ;-the system'

of the sciences in full action for the benefit of the entire family
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of man ; the system of one language,one interest, andoneuni-

versal desire to benefit all equally;-the system without division

of classes or feelings .

It will now be said--" A beautiful system, truly, in word, and

for a theory ;-but where is the power that can terminate the one

system and introduce the other?" I reply, the power of truth,

showing us the knowledge of ourselves and of our interest, and

creating charity and love for our race. This truth will accom-

plish the glorious triumph for all the sons of man. These high

and irresistible powers will set the world free from this horrid

system of falsehood, fraud, force, and fear ; and open at once

the path which these powers ofdarkness, ignorance, tyranny, and

slavery, can never enter ; but in which love and wisdom will for

ever governern all the transactions of men, and truth alone will be

their language, without mystery, mixture of error, or fear of any

man.

You will now ask again, for the thousandth time, what is

truth ? I reply, as I have done so often before, that that is

truthwhich is always consistent with itself, and in accordance

with all facts known, or that canbe known. You may say-who

will show us these truths ? I will, on this occasion, and on the

14th May next, when the due time in the order of nature will ar

rive for thecommencement of the long, to us,promised millennium.

Well, you will now say, what advice do you give to us, the

working class, to promote this joyful change in the condition of

the human race ? Those who have attained the habit and power

of accurate observation and reflection now know the great and

all important fact, that God, through nature, forms all your

organs, faculties, and powers,-physical, and mental, as they are

combined in each atbirth ; and that these grow and are directed

from birth by the inferior or superior,good or evil, wise or foolish

conditions, with which society surrounds every one; and that

these qualities and effects united form the character and direct

the conduct of all the sons of man. Consequently, the present

system is a falsehood, and an entire failure throughout all its

ramifications. You will therefore be wise to apply this know-

ledge now to your every day practice, and exhibit in manner,

tones of voice, and actions, the spirit of the new and true system

of life ; a life of charity, kindness, and love;-a spirit which

naturally and necessarily must flow into every soul that has im-

bibed and comprehended the knowledge ofthis great fact,-a fact

which explains the true origin of each of your characters, and

ofthe national character ofall people; andalso ofthe present evils

of human existence.

You will have time between this and the 14th of May next to

learn to apply the science of the trueformationof character to prac-

ticeinyourdaily proceedings, in your families, andinyourbusiness

with the world, so as to prepare you to think and act ration
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ally on that ever to be remembered day of the emancipation

ofthe human race, from a false to a true system of existence,

from repulsive to attractive feelings to humanity and all that has

life,andtherefore from ignorance, disunion, poverty, or the fear of

it; from vice, and allhuman-created evils, and its miseries ; and

to discover the immense superiority over it of the universal

attractive system.

Youmay be assured that you andwhat is called the civilised

portion of thehuman race, as well as that which is now deemed

uncivilised or in abarbarous and savage state, have never known

what it has been to be rational or sane inmind; or Europe and

Asia could not at this time have been forced by one man, against

the will of three hundred millions, into one of the most bloody

and useless wars that has ever afflicted modern nations. Had

any government, religion, class, sect, or considerable party, in

anycountry, at any time been rational or sane, the population of

theworld could not now be in its present excited, chaotic, and

irrational contending state. The whole population of the world

has always been created to ardently desire to enjoy happiness,

and transmit it to their posterity. To this hour all nations and

peoples have been taught to think and act indirect opposition to

this desire, as though they were determined that their wishes

never should be attained, or their nature gratified. The intention

of the spirit which acts within me, which, from its fruits during

along mortal life, I am compelled to feel to be a good, holy, and

divine spirit, has decided that the hour approaches when this

miserable state of human existence shall cease, and a rational,

highly intelligent, good, and happy state of human existence

upon earth shallcommence andarise inits place. In short, that

a" New Existence of Man upon the Earth " shall be no longer

delayed. All things necessary in the sciences are amply prepared

to begin and sustain this change, and now to introduce prac-

tical measures to full-form every man and woman from birth

-physically, intellectually, morally, practically, and spiritually,

and to enable them to adopt actions necessary to their health

and their recreation, by which continually to create more wealth

than theywill desire to use.

66

What theniswanting to commence the millenniumupon earth ?

Nothing but the union of the working with the other classes to

put it into practice, in the spirit which will be created by the

knowledge, fully understood, that the character of each is formed

for andnot by him. I say fully understood," because this

knowledge, for causes to be explained, has never been under-

stood ; although, when understood, it will terminate all anger,

violence, and ill-will, and create universal charity, kindness, and

love, in all of every generation. It will also put an end to wars

and all repulsive feelings betweenman andman over the earth,

and teach the human race how to cultivate from birth attractive
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qualities only. And this change in actual practice will of neces-

sitymakemanto love his neighbour as himself, and to produce

an everlasting paradise on earth.

Igive you until the 14th of May next to understand this great

fact and its divine consequences, to overcome your present insane

divisions,-divisions about nothing of the least practical value,

or in which there is a particle of common sense . This will be

your first great lesson of discovery for your permanent prosperity

and happiness,-a discovery necessary to enable you to exert

yourselves, body and soul, to supersede your present insane divi-

sions by the only true system which can free man from anger,

make him rational and happy, and place him upon the plane of

never ending progression in every kind of excellence.

Your next doubt and difficulty will be your fear that the pre-

sent upper and middle classes will not cordially unite with you

to effect this entire change of system, from falsehood and evil,

to the system of pure truth, charity, and a real brotherhood of

the human race. Fear not, my friends ; those who can think

and observe among these classes, know that you are the most ne-

cessary and useful class in society ; that by your union, which,

based on the great fact previously stated, will be now easily

effected, you cando muchbetter without than with them ; but

that they cannot do without you, except by themselves becoming

aworking class. They will therefore discover it to be for their

interest to unite cordially with you, under a compromise between

the three classes, all of which have been mis-taught and mis-

placed, and therefore irremediably divided for this generation.

But it will be a compromise which will be highly beneficial to all

parties. Your class shall be gradually, yet not slowly, but as

quickly as it will be practicable, without disorder or confusion,

elevated out of your present wicked, cruel, oppressive, and to all

parties most injurious conditions, in which you and all the work-

ing classes of the world have been so long immured by the igno-

rance of the only system yet known to man ; and you shall be

speedily enabled to put yourselves within the most rational con-

ditions to gradually raise you out of your inferior habits of mind

and body, and to give you through life as many substantial and

permanent advantages as your present habits and manners will

enable you to enjoy.

This change will be effected without in the least interfering

with the very different habits and manners of the classes trained

and educated in what may truly be called, to you and to them,

repulsive habits and manners ; but in these entirely new condi-

tions toyou and the world, your children born within them shall be

trained, educated, and placed, to become full- formed superior men

andwomen, fitcompanions forprinces and for an aristocracy, greatly

superior to any aristocracy at present in any part of the world.

These children of yours will be the first to be made to become
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rational or consistent in mind, feeling, and practice, and will be

the first full-formed men and women known to exist. An outline

of these divine preliminary conditions, to make men good, wise,

united, and happy, shall be exhibited, and in fact explained to

you to-night, by one of yourselves,-a self-taught scientific man,

who, withyour own habits and manners, has done more, unaided,

for you and the population of the world, than all the aristocracies

now living. By many he is thought a madman, as I have also

been often called ; but it is only such kind of madmen that can

redeem the world from sin and misery. He could not, and

would not, have done this great thing for you, had he not early

been as much a disciple of the new system, as his training and

position would admit. He has been much employed as a civil-

engineer in lighting many towns with gas. But you shall hear

him speak for himself, and show and explain to you his new

scientific combinations of arrangements, in which to train the

working class to become, in the next generation, superior, full-

formed, rational men and women.

[Here Mr. Atkins's drop scene of new conditions for the work-

ing classes was let down, and explanations were given by Mr.

Atkins, for which see page 25.]

We now come to the compromise for the middle class.

This class may be divided according to the present notions of

society into two classes,-a superior in station and wealth, and

an inferior in these respects. They will both remainin their pre-

sent condition as long as they prefer doing so. But the first

constructed establishment of the new conditions for the working

class will be too attractive not to induce the one division, the

lowest, heartily to give up their present inferior and evil condi-

tions, for those superior good conditions. And the sooner they

do so, the better it will be for themselves, their children, and the

world; for their present condition is not only useless, but much

worse, it is most demoralising. To be trained in a petty manner

to endeavour to buy cheap and sell dear, is to destroy the higher

faculties ofhumanity, and to bring all the inferior ones into action.

The sooner therefore they can be changed from being trained to

become demoralised consumers, producing nothing, to become

superior producers of real wealth, having their children formed

from birth to become superior full- formed rational and useful

beings, enjoying their physical and mental existence, the

better for them and the entire of society.

The upper division of this middle class, the great majority of

which is much worse than useless, will, upon seeing the change

of the lower half, soon desire to remove into such new combi-

nation of arrangements as Mr. James Silk Buckingham has im-

agined they might like. Many of them, no doubt, would prefer to

remove into similar or superior arrangements for the benefit of
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themselves and children, that the latter may be educated to be

fit for a rational state of society. Mr. Buckingham would him-

selfhave explained this new combination of his fertile imagi-

nation, and which is undoubtedly a great advance over existing

arrangements for the higher middle classes, but he is unfortu-

nately unable to be present, in consequence of illness.

[Here a letter from Mr. Buckingham was read, and a drop

scene representing his proposed Model Town was exhibited, and

shortly explained.]

These views exhibited may offer sufficient inducements to the

working and middle classes to desire in due time to change their

present condition and position for those much superior. And

these changes, from the immense advantages which the children

of these classes will possess over all other children, will not fail

to attract the thinking portion of the upper class,-of the pre-

sent rulers of society in church and states,-those now deemed

the élite of society. They will naturally enquire if they, or at

least their children,cannotbe so placed as to be made to become

rational in feeling, inmind, andin conduct, and be made, like

the children of the other classes, to become at maturity full-

formed men andwomen-physically, intellectually, morally, prac-

tically, and spiritually ?

To these Mr. Pemberton will reply by explaining his ideas

of new arrangements for superior men and women, according to

present notions of superiority ; and he has certainly made avery

beautiful combination, extremely well imagined, and put infasci-

nating order. His ideas of education are true, beautiful, and with

himself perfectly original ; but he knew not that Ihad applied the

essence of them to practice more than twenty years before the

ideashad occurred to him. Buthearing all the religions con-

demning me and all my measures and proceedings, they made

him, like the millions who are always led like sheep, afraid to

look into my writings, or to enquire what had beendone. It was

well ; for his original mind, after much deep thinking, came in

part to the same fundamentalconclusionthat Ihad done somany

years previously. Mr. Pemberton's "Attributes of the Soulfrom

the Cradle," and his Happy Colony," evince the value and

accuracy ofhis investigation into the infantmind and the natural

modeof training and educating man, to become rational, highly

intellectual, and happy. Mr. Pemberton will now explain the

very beautiful and superior arrangements over anyexisting, which

he has devised for the habitations of men and women of a supe-

rior order, rationally educated by being rationally placed for the

purpose.

66

[Here Mr. Pemberton's view of his projected new citywas let

down, and explained by Mr. Pemberton. See page 21.]
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Wehave now come to that part of the subject, which will be

considered the most difficult to be attained in practice, that is,

the union of all the governments and of all the religions of the

world, to replace present governments and religions, and to gra-

dually adopt one principle of government and one practice of

religion for the human race, so as in reality to constitute one

cordially united brotherhood ofmankind. The first step is, to ah-

solve all governments and religions from intentional wrong, and

relieve them from all fear of punishment ; and that, because their

characters and positions have been, like ours, formed for them,

and therefore cannot rationally create anger or ill-will from any

rational person, but pity fortheir ignorance and false position. The

secondstep is to tell them, in the spirit oftrue charity, kindness,

and love, the simple,plain, straightforward truths, respecting all

governments and all religions, as they have existed, and as they

now exist under the present irrational and insane system of

society. The third step will be to inform them what will be the

religion and government of the world under the rational, consis-

tent, and therefore only true system of society. And the fourth

step will be to explain to you how you should conduct yourselves,

under these new and extraordinary changes, to create a New

Existence of Man uponEarth, to thoroughly prepare him to en-

joy it here, and to enter into a new life,beyond all comparison

superior, in the celestial life to come.

Now to the consideration of the first step. As man could

not make himself, or even one of his natural organs, faculties,

propensities, or powers, it is cruel, unjust, and irrational, for

mistaught and misguidedmanto punishman. Were it possible

for society, through its ignorance, to make man into a demon of

the worst imaginable character, that man, thus transformed,

would not deserve punishment, but an amount of sympathy, com-

misseration, and kindness, from all individuals, in proportion to

the injustice practiced upon him by society; therefore, let all

ideas ofblame, feelings of anger, and desire of punishing, die

within you. They are all irrational and absurd. Existing

governments and religions must therefore be blameless and

unpunished.

Now to the second and third steps, that is, the full tale of

truth respecting all governments and all religions, and what will

be the new governments and religions for the world. The truth,

then, is, that there has not been yet one government or one

religion that has not been opposed to human nature, to human

progress, to real virtue or goodness, and to the happiness of the

population of the world, including every member of these go-

vernments and religions. They, one and all, generate and

maintain falsehood, force, ignorance, poverty, disunion, andcrime

in all its horrid variety, disunite man fromman, andpreventthat

universal progress in rationality, knowledge, and happiness,

C
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which may now be made in one year, to a far greater extent

than all the governments and religions have effected during all

past time, and greater than they could make if they were to be

continued, as they are now attempting to govern and teach,

through all future time. These powers of darkness will henceforth

cease. No rational being, after this year, will desire the per-

manent continuance of any one of them. But, my friends,

beware of creating confusion and disorder in society ; for the

present governments amd religions, wisely directed, can alone

succeed in making this change, the greatest of all changes in

human conditions, to prevent confusion and disorder, and effect

this change in peace and harmony, and with wise foresight, un-

der the influence of the public mind, when imbued with the

spirit of universal charity and kindness, and of the knowledge

how superior character is to be formed, and how a superior state

of society is to be constructed andmaintained, and wealth created

with pleasure to, and for all, in superabundance. All govern-

ments, then, will discover it to be for their safety, interest, and

happiness, to abandon their present system ofmisgoverning and

misteaching society, and to adopt the only true one, that is, to

direct measures to form a new and superior character for all,

and to create wealth in superfluity for all, that all may ration-

ally enjoy it when produced. Governments will now under-

stand this, and will see the reasonableness and necessity for

this change of system in their proceedings. All the heads

of all religions will also discover, that so far, all their in-

structions have been to make all irrational and insane, and to

create a false and most injurious spirit of uncharitableness for

all trained and educated to differ from them, and thus to pro-

duce and continually encourage feelings of repulsion, and to

keep all in profound ignorance of themselves, and of a rational

mode of forming character and creating aconsistent and rational

arrangement of society;-thus keeping the population of the

world divided, ignorant, poor, and full of crime. These now

opposing religions must be all united into one in the new taught

generation, on the single principle and practice, in which all,

whentaught to become rational, will cordially agree, that is,

every one to be so educated and trained, from birth, that each will

have the greatest pleasure, through life, in active measures to

promote the true permanent happiness of every one, to the

utmost of his knowledge and power. This will be found to be

the whole and the highest duty of man to man, and of man to

God. God can desire no other worship or adoration from man,

the work of his hands; and any other is only an insult to that

Power which has created all things, and governs and directs all

things throughout space, according tothe wisdom of the Supreme

Intelligence of the unbounded universe. What can man's words

or genuflections do for such a spirit ? Man's forms, and ceremo
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nies, andwords, are perfectly worthless; and action to increase

thehappiness of man, and, as far as practicable, of all that has

life, is the only religion acceptable to a God of infinite love,

knowledge, and power. Man's fulsome flattery to God would

disgust even a rational human being, if addressed to man.

Wenow come to consider the fourth step,-that is,-to ex-

plain toyou how you should conduct yourselves under these new

and extraordinary changes about to arise, to create a new exis-

tence ofman upon the earth.

In coming to the meeting of delegates from the governments,

religions, classes, sects, and parties, in all countries, you should

be filled with the spirit of the system which will then be an-

nounced to the world, that is, the spirit of universal charity,

kindness, and love for human nature, under all its varieties of

colour, creed, class, and country. All is but one human

nature ; and now that this is begun to be understood, it will be

discovered to be a most beautiful nature, capable, by the most

simple process in the right direction, to be made in each indivi-

dual, excellent,-physically, intellectually, morally, spiritually,

and practically. A nature, to this day vilified and not in the

least degree understood by governments, religions, or the great

mass of mankind. " Know thyself" is yet the great and im-

portant truth for all to learn. At present men know not what

manner of beings they are.

That which I am now announcing shall be published in a

cheap and convenient form, in order that you may possess and

study these sayings between this time and the 14th May next,

and if you fairly setyour mind to the task, in all sincerity, to

take up the ideas and understand the full bearing of the subject,

youwill not fail to acquire the true spirit of universal love and

charity for your race ; and anger, ill-will, or unkind feelings, will

no longer be harboured by you. And should an unkind or un-

charitable feeling arise, you will call to mind who formed all our

faculties and powers at birth, andhow they are afterwards trained,

educated, and directed.

Coming then to the meeting in this new spirit, clothed in the

wedding garment of peace and good-will to all mankind, you will

be prepared to listen to that which shall then be stated, and to

take a rational active part in the proceedings of that ever to be

remembered day.

The delegates of the working classes,who may be selected to

attend that meeting, will have themost important part to perform

in it. They willhave to propose acompromise with the delegates

from all other classes, and creeds, andcolours, from all countries ;

and to say to them :-

"Men and brethren,

" In consequence ofthe, yet to us, mysterious laws ofGod and
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nature, wehave, all of us, been kept until this year in ignorance

of our own nature, and in mental blindness as to our path to

universal permanent happiness. The teaching of the Great Spirit

of the Universe has now opened our mental eyes, and we now

clearly see our road to the happiness of our race, through its

future existence upon earth. We have, however, been made

vividly conscious that this high state and condition can be at-

tained only by our children of the coming generations ; but that,

by wise foresight, and by ajust and most beneficial compromise

between the present system, composed of governments, religions,

classes, sects, and parties, over the world, and allfrombirth made

by it to become most irrational, we of the present generation

may attain a considerable degree of substantial prosperity and

happiness, and be placed in a condition to train and educate all

our children to become at maturity full-formedmenand women,

prepared to enjoy their existence in a new system, that will make

arational state of society, and be prepared also to become fit

members, on the basis of equality, of a wisely arranged brother-

hood of the human race, having but one language, one govern-

ment, one religion, one interest, and one universal desire cordially

topromote each others happiness. We are conscious that you

and ourselves are not and cannot be prepared for this true

brotherhood of man in this generation. Our habits, manners,

and ideas, have been,-through the ignorance of governments,

religions, classes, sects, and political parties,-formed for us on

the principle of repulsion, disunion, uncharitableness, and gross

injustice. We have therefore been made,contrary to the real in-

interest of every one, to become strangers to one another, to be

opposed, to hate, and even to contend in deadly strife with each

other. What could be more insane than all this, when it is the

permanent high interest of all to be united as one affectionate

and intelligent family ? Our children therefore must and shall

be trained, educated, and placed, under other and very different

conditions and teachings, and be elevated above our repulsive

prejudices, inferior or false and injurious habits, manners, and

conduct to each other. The gradual steps by which this great and

glorious change is to be accomplishedhave been explained to us ;

andwe, who have to create the new and superior conditions for

the children of the population of the world, areready andwilling

to do so, and to continue to support those trained to be members

of all the governments, religions, classes, creeds, and parties, in

the world, better and more safely than they aremaintained at pre-

sent, without interfering with them in anymanner, or even with

any of their religious creeds, as all have been obliged to receive

them, or with the governments, oncondition thatsociety, that is,

these divisions of it, shall unite in placing us within scientific

conditions similar to those devised by Mr. Atkins, andexhibited in

the drop scene which he has had painted, and which is now shown
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tousandtoyou. These arrangements are not so unsuitable to our

present habits and manners as would be those proposed by Mr.

Buckingham, Mr. Pemberton, or Mr. Owen. These are more

calculated for your habits, manners, andtastes; andwill bewell

suited for the habitations of our children and yours, when they

shall have been so educated and placed as to become full-formed

men andwomen. The arrangements devised by Mr. Atkins will

enable our children to be so educated and placed; and, if we do

not mistake Mr. Owen and Mr. Pemberton, no children not so

favourably educated and placed would be competent companions

for them ; no children mis-trained and mis-educated as all are at

present, would be equal to them physically, intellectually,

morally, spiritually, or practically ; because none, under the exis-

ting erroneous system of the world, have had commonjustice

done to their common nature. All have been made to be but

small parts of ourfull formed nature,-mere petty beings, of

some class, sect, or party, having not the least pretention to the

title of a rational trained human being, or one fit for the " New

Existence of Man upon the Earth."

" We are, however, willing to create these arrangements for our-

selves and those for you and your children, because you have

been so trained and educated and placed as to have acquired

very little that is or can be of use in a rational state of society ;

indeed, for all essential purposes, the greater part of you are

useless ; and therefore we shall in this generation have to do

yourwork and our own. But we shall perform this double ser-

vice on condition only, that you hereafter govern in such manner

as to create good and superior conditions for all, on the princi-

ples stated ; and that the heads of all religions shall teach in

future, without interfering with any present creed or doctrine,

that all should in practice have sincere charity for all who have

been educated or placed to differ from them, and that they should

also teach that, without regard or reference to colour, country,

creed, or class,-all should do whatever is in their power to pro-

mote the true permanent happiness of every one. Our eyes

have been opened to discover the real cause of all our evils and

misery, and to perceive how easily they may be prevented in

future,-prevented by all children being rationally educated,

trained, and placed, from their birth, and all people being ration-

ally governed in the manner stated. It will be useful for us

now to state that we mean not to continue longer to be a

nation of unarmed slaves, unable to defend ourselves in case of

invasion by a powerful enemy. What would now be our condi-

tionwere the powerful nations of the continent of Europe to

unite with Russia to invade these islands ? We should be as

helpless as a nation of shopkeepers, prevented from being trained

to the use of arms, or to possess them. No government has

any right to disarm its subjects as a general and a permanent
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law. We therefore now declare, that we will have our children

trained to the use of arms, for their own defence, and the de-

fence of our wives, children, and country ; and we will supply

them with arms for these purposes. If you have trained

and educated us to be slaves, and unfit to be trusted with arms

for our own and country's defence, we will take especial care that

our children shall not be so trained and educated. They at least

of the coming generations shall be so trained, educated, and

placed, that they shall, one and all, become full formed men and

women,-physically and mentally, and they shall be free born

and remain free men and women. For " Britons never shall be

slaves ! " except when they permit governments and religions to

train and educate them in ignorance, poverty, division, and

crime, and in consequence to deprive them of arms to defend

themselves and their country.

But there is another cause which creates poverty, disunion,

crime, and misery, and which is the source of the grossest injus-

tice, the author of tyranny and slavery, and of the world's igno-

rance. This is the present artificial money, exhibited in the

metals and paper which circulate as the representative of wealth,

which in reality is no correct representation ofit, but, on the con-

trary, is the great obstacle now over the world to its illimitable

creation, for the abundant supply at all times of the whole popu-

lation of the world, and through futurity. We desire not, in

this case also, to create confusion; but beyond a reasonable

time, to be agreed upon by the delegates from all parties in all

countries, who have met on this 14th of May, 1855, artificial

money inmetals or bank paperwill not be accepted for our wealth."

[At that meeting, also, should not peace between the belli-

gerents be made previously, the delegates of the working classes

will proceed as follows] :-

" We have also now to recommend measures to create and main-

tain for ever universal peace, and to state thejust terms on which

all should cease from war, and begin in right good earnest

to teach and govern all people never more to require war,

but to become superior full-formed men and women, ready

and willing to send properly instructed missionaries to all bar-

barous and savage tribes, to instruct them, in the pure spirit

of charity and love for all humanity; to know themselves, to

become rational beings, and to teach them all our arts and

sciences, and how to apply them for their good and permanent

happiness. Now, we send missionaries to distract their minds,

dividethem in feeling, destroy good fellowship, and force them to

acquire the absurd irrationalities and mysteries never to be

understood, which we to this day have been forced to acquire.

We will thus teach the population of the world to attain common

sense and asound judgment, and to be prepared for a real per-

manent brotherhood of feeling and interest, of language, and of
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cordial kind conduct, each to all others. In short, that the

world shall be governed on the universal fundamental principle

of attraction, love, and common sense,-instead of the universal

fundamental principle of repulsion, and opposition of feeling

and interest, in which there is not, and cannot be, one particle of

common sense."

" Allmust therefore prepare for a great elevation of character,

for charity, love, and kindness unbounded, in practice,-for per-

manent universal peace, a true universal brotherhood,-a per-

fect equality, according to age, in the next generation,-a

suspension from the creating, after this year, of inferior and in-

jurious conditions, and a universal activity, over the world, to

form as soon as practicable good and superior conditions only,

for all the children of men; for as these are, so will all men

become."

Iwill now explain the principles on which these good and

superior conditions must be created, so that strict justice shall

ultimately be done to all, and the world be governed in

unity, by love and wisdom. And this will become the com-

mencement, not merely of a true millennium, but of the perma-

nent progress and happiness ofman as long as he shall live upon

the earth.

The following, then, are the general principles on which

ultimately these good and superior conditions must be formed, to

create the superior full-formed character for all, to commence

the millennium state, and to make our earth to approach the

heavenly paradise.

First Principle. All the arrangements must be devised to

secure equality according to age for the human race, after the

present generation shall have died off, with their prejudices,

errors, and sins, created for them by the fundamental principle of

falsehood and repulsion, in which all hitherto have had their

characters formed, and by which the world has been so far mis- go-

verned. This equality in education and condition according to

age is necessary for justice for all, and the full satisfaction of all.

Second Principle. That the arrangements shall be such as

will secure to each one, permanently, the greatest amount of ra-

tional and beneficial enjoyment, with the fewest disadvantages.

This is now required, because society possesses the most ample

means to create and maintain, in perpetuity, these arrangements

for all, during futurity, although no more scientific discoveries

shouldbe made; while the intelligent are conscious that,-looking

forward to the universal formation of a good and superior intel-

lectual character, we are yet but in the merest infancy of the

most valuable and important discoveries, inventions, and im-

provements.
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Third Principle.-That each shall have the greatest practical

liberty consistent with the same liberty for all others. This will

be necessary for the happiness of all; because we are created

each with adistinct individuality, as well as with a social nature,

and both must be therefore amply provided for by the new con-

ditions, so as to insure the enjoyment and advantages of both.

Fourth Principle. That the arrangements of these new con-

ditions be such, that each can be,and shall be, well cared for by

society from birth to death. This may be effected in the most

simple manner, by the proper arrangements of these new condi-

tions, in the way of dwellings, which must be without street,

lane, court, or alley, in all the new state of future existence.

Fifth Principle.-That, to secure full individual independence,

and provide for our individual character,-each one, male and

female, from the age of sixteen, shall have a special superior sit-

ting, and also a sleeping, apartment, appropriated entirely to

their own use, whether married or single, and in which no one,

even wife or husband, will have a right to enter, except by per-

mission of the rightful occupant. When single menand women

become united by genuine affinity, and therefore have real affec-

tion, and desire to live near each other, they will remove from the

single or un-united arrangements, to those devoted for the married,

who will have, between their own individual apartments, amutual

room, in which to meet on an equality, and in which they will

receive their mutual friends. Without these arrangements there

canbe no real individual liberty, such as humannature has been

created to require; and this arrangement will tend greatly to

preserve for the longest period the true affections of the united

parties.

Sixth Principle.--That the domestic arrangements, in-door

training and education, and amusements, shall be arranged to be

detached and wholly seperate from all trades, manufactures, and

business, so that the one shall not interfere with the other. This

will be necessary for the health and greatest pleasure of all

parties. The one arrangement will be for the creation of charac-

ter with the greatest advantages ; the other for the creation of

wealth with the greatest advantages .

Itwillnow be soon known that the whole business of life will

consist in creating the best character and the most valuable

wealth in the best manner. This is the dutywhich all religions

and allgovernments had to perform; and to this hour they do

notknow the principle or the practice by which alone either of

these results can be attained and secured to our race.

Seventh Principle.-That the population of the world shall be

united insuch numbers as will give permanently the greatest

amount of advantages and fewest disadvantages, taking into con-

sideration the whole business of life, that is, the best mode to

form character and to create wealth, while every one shallbe well
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cared for from birth todeath, and all shall be the most easily su-

perintended for the benefit of all. The number best adapted for

all these purposes maybe stated to be fromtwo thousand to three

thousand, as a maximum, for one aggregate association of men,

women, and children, in their due proportions. This aggregate

may be called, a parish,-a township,-a community, or a

family. And each of these aggregates, whatever name may be

given to them, must possess as much land as, when properly cul-

tivated, shall be sufficient to maintain for ever the maximum

number in the highest comfort. This land to be laid out to pre-

sent the most beautiful prospect to the eye, give the most pleasure

to the members of this aggregate family, and at the same time to

be the most convenient for superior cultivation. By this outline

arrangement being properly followed out, there can be no need of

a street, court, lane, or alley, in theworld ; and all these are, more

or less, inferior and injurious conditions.

Eighth Principle.-That the residence of this aggregate

number shall be as near the centre of this domain as its surface

and other circumstances will admit. The reasons for this ar-

rangement are too obvious and numerous to occupy our time in

their enumeration.

Ninth Principle.-That all trades, manufactures, and business,

be arranged to be carried on at such distance from the domestic,

educational, and amusement arrangement, as to preserve the

health and integrity of the latter from all annoyance.

Tenth Principle. That the latest improvements, inventions,

and discoveries, be applied in every part of these domestic and

business departments, so as, as much as possible, to overcome

the necessity for heavy or unhealthy employment, or disagreeable

occupation. To obtain these previously named advantages, the

form of a large square for the domestic arrangements, in-door

education, and amusement, and for ease of superintendance,

appears to present in practice the greatest number of advantages

with the fewest inconveniences ; but this may be left for future

investigation to a committee of the most experienced and

talented scientific men in each department of life.

Eleventh Principle. That each age shall have its appropriate

and natural employment, and all shall pass through the same

coutine, the divisions of society being the divisions of age

only. The younger period of life will be appropriated to per-

form, but in a superior manner, and under very superior condi-

tions, the work now executed by the working classes ; the

middle age to that now performed by the useful part of the

middle class ; and from forty upwards allmay be made a class

far superior to any aristocracy of any country in any age.

Twelfth Principle. There shall be in these family unions no

buying and selling for a money profit; in fact, within them there

will be no use of present money, or between these united fami-
D
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lies ; or ultimately over the world. By the new conditions which

will be created to carry on the business of life, under this new

dispensation and approaching new existence of man upon the

earth, there will be no use for artificial money. The arrange-

ment will be such that real useable and valuable wealth will be

created so easily, pleasantly, and so abundantly, that it will , like

air and water, cease to be an article of commerce, and it will

everywhere be obtained " without money and without price." The

creation of wealth, to all engaged in it, will be a constant source

of health, pleasure, and recreation from mental studies.

Thirteenth Principle.-All instruction from birth will be

in the natural manner, by sensible signs and familiar conver-

sation between the instructors and the instructed. By facts,

and not by books. Parents are now, and perhaps always will

be, the least competent to form the superior character for their

own children. The instinctive fondness of parents for their

own offspring will for ever prevent this cherished notion of the

present system becoming the practice of society. Children

must be trained, educated, treated, and employed, impartially

from birth, to make them in all respects at maturity full-formed,

rational, and superior men and women. Under these new

and superior conditions, all the adults will acquire as much

affection for all children thus made to become superior, as the

fondest mothers now have for their own children and it is thus,

and thus only, that menand women can be trained and educated,

or have their characters formed, " to love their neighbours as

themselves ."

In

Fourteenth Principle. In consequence of the injurious pre-

judices created through the ignorance, irrationality, and insanity

of the system of society which has alone hitherto existed upon

the earth,-as apreliminary state to arational, happy existence of

humanity, the land for these domains will be purchased in this

generation from the present holders of it. But, as God created

the earth for the use of all his creatures on it, landlordism is a

usurpation from God, the only rightful owner of it for ever.

the new state of future existence ofman upon the earth, that is,

the natural and rational state,-the land will be, over the earth,

for the use of those who occupy and cultivate it ; and in that

state there will be no contest about land or any other property,

the production of nature or of man. The earth and all things

thereon or therein will be, in fact, the property and for the free

use of every one. Thus will all become kings, queens, and

princes, not of a petty nominal district, terminated by some arti-

ficial bounds, but of the whole earth and all which it shall con-

tain ; and no one will interfere with this right in another. The

earth will become a fertile paradise, and will equally belong to

every one.

Fifteenth Principle.--That when these new superior conditions

shall be created, and the new superior character shall be formed
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from birth, there shall be no government by election or selection.

Every one according to agewill have his or her full share of the

government of the world, and no one will desire to interfere to

prevent it. The government of the world will then become a

most simple affair, well understood by allfrom the age of sixteen.

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE TIMES.

To the Editor of the Times.

Sevenoaks, Kent, 11th December, 1854 .

SIR,-About the end of last month I called at your office with

an advertisement to announce two public meetings, of the last

importance to the population of all countries, having no refe-

rence whatever to private interest, or to class, sect, or party. It

was received and paid for, and a receipt given for the money

paid. I then came into the country, never doubting that the

engagement thus completed would be fulfilled ; but not seeing

the advertisement appear in your paper after several days' delay,

I sent to inquire respecting it, and learned for answer that it

was not to appear, and the moneywas to be returned.

As the publication of these two meetings, 1st January and

14th May, is highly important to my future proceedings with the

heads of governments and religions, I was desirous, from the

influence and extensive circulation of the Times, both at home

and abroad, to have the advertisement conspicuously in it. Now,

every other respectable morning and evening London newspaper

freely accepted and inserted it. I. and many others interested

in these proceedings, are desirous to learn on what principle, or

for what reason, my advertisement has been refused, especially

as in 1817 the Times was most forward in giving publicity, not

only to similar advertisements, but to my views, frequently to the

extent of five, or six, or more columns in one day, and it re-

ceived large sums of money from me onmany occasions, when

I purchased many hundred copies, sometimes a thousand or

more, when it thus advocated the cause to which I have devoted

my life. A reply in your paper will oblige, sir, yours, in the

spirit of peace, truth, and humanity,
ROBERT OWEN.

Times Office, 15th December, 1854.

SIR,-In reply to yours of the 11th, I beg to say that the

transaction and engagement, if any existed, were closed and

cancelled on December 6th, by your messenger receiving

back the £2 paid to one of our printers on the 30th ultimo .

I am, Sir,

Robert Owen, Esq.

Yours respectfully,

ROBERT CANNON.

Chief Clerk.
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To the Editor of the Times .

Sevenoaks, Kent ; 16th December, 1854.

SIR,-In the multiciplity of your important daily duties you

have, I doubt not, misunderstood the transaction to which my

letter of the 11th inst. referred ; I therefore beg to remind you

that on the 30th ultimo I called in Printing House Square, on

purpose that no mistake might arise, and gave my advertisement

to the person waiting there to receive advertisements. After care-

fully examining it, he said the charge wouldbe £2, but it was too

late to appear in the next (Mondaymorning) paper, but it should

be in on Tuesday. He took the money, and gave me a regular

receipt for it, which I brought with me here. I waited many

days to see it appear, but finding ithad not been inserted, I re-

quested my secretary to call and enquire the reason. The adver-

tising officer immediately referred to the book for these transac-

tions, and he read from it to my secretary, who is very correct in

all these matters,-" Mr. Owen's advertisement rejected, and the

money to be returned. By order of the editor."

Now, I requested, in my letter of the 11th, to know upon what

principle, or for what reason, you rejected my advertisement. I

now beg you to refer to the answer to my letter, written by your

chief clerk , Mr. Robert Cannon, and say if it is any reply to my

letter. I therefore beg the favour of an answer and explanation

from yourself, to satisfy, not the thousands or hundreds of thou-

sands, but the millions who are deeply interested in the proceed-

ings which I am about to institute and topromulgate, tomitigate

and ultimately overcome the effects of outraged and suffering

humanity, caused solely by the errors of the system so ably ad-

vocated by the leading journal, not only of Europe, but of the

civilized world,-a journal which once ardently advocated my

present principles, and which journal, I trust, when more light

shall be thrown upon this subject, will yet more powerfully advo-

cate them, and carry the glad tidings of the system which they

will create to the uttermost parts of the earth. Yes ; whatever

may be the present feelings or policy of the Times,-I am sure

it will become my most hearty and valuable supporter and advo-

cate; because by so doing it will effectively promote the perma-

nent high happiness of the human race.

I have the pleasure of being,

Sir,

Yours faithfully,

In the cause of truth,

ROBERT OWEN.

[Mem.-January 20th, 1855. To the above no answer has

been received. ]
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EXPLANATION

GIVEN

BY ROBERT PEMBERTON, F.R.S.L.,

Of his Happy Colony, at the Public Meeting held at St. Mar-

tin's Hall, London, on the 1st of January, 1855 , proving

that his investigation of the human mind is in perfect har-

mony with the philosophy of Robert Owen.

This public meeting, as you are well aware, has been called

by Robert Owen for the express purpose of proclaiming the

means of establishing the millennium, or the universal happiness

of manupon earth

Now, my dear friends, I present myself to you, this happy

year of the commencement of the millennium, as the true edu-

cator of the children of the people, and as a zealous coadjutor

of this celebrated philanthropist and philosopher, of New

Lanark renown, who is so well known to the working classes,

and to the governments and public writers of Europe and Ame-

rica, having, during these last sixty years, announced and de-

scribed to all the world this great and glorious change for the

happiness of man, thus dedicating a long life to the accomplish-

ment of this grand idea. Contemplate, my dear friends, the

sublimity of so divine a spirit-one who has sacrificed time,

wealth, and worldly honours, in order to emancipate the working

classes from slavery and degradation, and to lay the foundation

for the happiness of all money-grades of the human family !

Robert Owen is one of those good and divine agents whom

Providence inspires and employs, at different ages of the world,

to hold on through life with indomitable courage, for bringing

about the perfection and happiness of man ; and at no age of

the world were so divine and philosophical agents more needful

than at this present age of extremes-splendid science falsely

directed, and gambling gentility, which produce all the misery

of this artificial life ! You are aware of the great efforts of

Robert Owen in the early part of his life, both at Manchester

and New Lanark, and you are also aware that he established the

first Rational Infant School system, combining labour and manu-

facture with education and good manners. It is here that we

recognise him as the type of the new existence of man upon the

earth. But his system was too beautiful at that time for the

uneducated priesthood, and the uneducated gambling commercial
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world; consequently, it was reduced to its present useless and

degraded state.

Imagine the extreme fallacy of establishing the National

Schools upon the gentleman-and-lady-system of mere reading

and writing-forcing nearly the entire population into unpro-

ductive genteel occupations and genteel professions ! So that

the government of renowned Britain is now compelled to hire a

foreign army to fight her battles against the common foe ! Her

immense population is too genteel to defend national rights !

There are about four millions of the working classes, who sup-

port and labour for the remainder of the population, amounting

to about twenty-four millions of non-producers, many of whom

are too genteelly bred and too imbecile to be of any practical

utility! This is the fruit of all the horrid and absurd systems

of our school and college education, under the government of

wealth , pride, and ignorance.

Last year, in this very place, St. Martin's Hall, was held the

great Educational Exhibition under the direction of the Royal

Society of Arts, not only with the praiseworthy feeling of com-

memorating the hundredth anniversary of that society, but for

the wise object of bringing to light any new discoveries in the

science of education. The exhibition brought together the whole

process of the various elementary-book systems of instructions,

through the medium of the book trade or booksellers-each firm

having its separate system and its separate claims on the patron-

age of the public. Now the whole of this vast elementary-book

system of education, is the blight of the human mind, and in-

volves an enormous expense into the bargain. This vast and com-

plicated system of hieroglyphics of silent and self-teaching, is

the crush and trouble of the human soul from infancy, and the

mind of man can never rise a jot higher from its present un-

happy state under these false agents of education. Mr. Highley

of Fleet Street, exhibited the most valuable and extensive collec-

tion for object teaching ; and scientific object teaching will be

the basis of the system adopted in our Workman's Natural Uni-

versity. The art of shoemaking appeared to be the only practi-

cal part of education there exhibited.

was

Now, although the Hall was open to every kind of scholastic

lecture, no new philosophy on the science of education

brought to light, through any of the few lecturers selected from

themultitude of professors engaged in the vast trade of educa-

tion. The truth is that all the systems of scholastic education

are utterly false, and diametrically opposed to the laws ofnature.

This beautiful and divine subject-the education of the child

from birth to manhood-has occupied my mind for full twenty

years, and I have discovered that there is a daguerreotyping pro-

cess in the natural system of teaching, a power in nature of

teaching knowledge, superior to the steam power which is now
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exercised in all our gigantic mechanical operations. The divine

science of educating the child from birth to manhood, is now

thoroughly mastered.

My first work, published in 1849, entitled " The Attributes of

the Soulfrom the Cradle," contains the true philosophy of the

humanmind, developing its perfectibility ; and my last work,

just published, called The Happy Colony," dedicated to the

Workmen of Great Britain, gives the practical method of train-

ing and educating man to perfection and happiness. My two

elementary works on Grammar and Anatomy, published both on

cards and in the form of a book, are specimens of the natural

system of teaching abstract science, intended for the use of the

mother or nurse, to instruct the infant from birth in the nomen-

clature or technical language of science,by the daily repetition

of their euphony. The result will be, that the language of

science will become as perfectly engraved on the child's mind as

the natural language of the parent.

The Model Town for the Happy Colony, to be established in

New Zealandby the workmenofGreatBritain, is equally described

in the work entitled " TheHappy Colony." The dropscene now ex-

hibited gives a bird's eye view of the town and surrounding farms.

The grand object in these new designs for the dwellings of man,

is to produce the most perfect arrangements for his subsistence,

instruction, occupation, health, and pleasure, combined with

beauty of form. In designing the Model Town, I borrowed

my ideas from nature, the fundamental principle of the great

outline of creation being circular, which admits of perfect

arrangement and harmony in design.

In

The Model Town is amile in diameter, and is surrounded by

a circle of farm sections. The belt which encircles the town is

the pleasure park, three miles in circumference. The next circle

contains the dwelling-houses, and the ground enclosed by them

is laid out in orchards. In the fourth circle, from the centre, are

the botanical and horticultural gardens, and arboretum, and foun-

tains, and four churches. The third circle is composed of dwel-

ling-houses. In the second circle are also dwelling-houses, and

within this circle are placed the manufactories and storehouses,

all being surrounded with ornamental trees and orchards.

the inner circle, a space of fifty acres, is placed the university,

wherein are concentrated all the elements necessary for education.

It consists of four colleges, with conservatories, workshops, swim-

ming baths, and riding schools, adjoining each college. Within

the college grounds are the educational circles, namely : the

geographical maps and charts of the seas, and the celestial maps

laid down on the ground ; the circular groves embodying history

and the muses, and mythology ; the botanic and horticultural

gardens, and the circle of geometrical forms, laid down on the

ground. In the centre is placed the Miniature Farm, which
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completes the out-door educational process for the perfect expan

sion of mind and body on the natural and practical method of

training the children in the arts and sciences, labour, and mutual

love and affection, with the highest polish and manners ; the

entire details of which are described in The Happy Colony."
66

My friends and divine brethren,-I now wish to call your at-

tention for a moment to this remarkable coincidence-that of

two mental travellers only first meeting at the end of theirjourney

-Robert Owen and myself, two investigating minds following

the same track in the divine field of research, to discover the

positive means of establishing human happiness and perfection,

and both coming to the same grand conclusion. I had heard of

the name of Robert Owen and of many other philosophers, but

having been many years abroad, and seeing in the world no fruits

established from their divine researches, I concluded that the

truth on the true education of man had not been discovered . I

have been equally unknown to the disciples of Robert Owen, and

amongst them Mr. Atkins, the most energetic mind I have ever

met with, who has been working with indefatigable zeal for twenty

years, upon the practical elements ofthe grand question-educa-

tion, so essential to the accomplishment of all our desires for

humanhappiness. Although Robert Owen far exceeds and excels

me in the moral grandeur of his labours, in his indomitable

courage in bearing up against every obstacle, and weathering

every storm of opposition from the united ignorance of the yet

uneducated teachers and governors of the human race !

But, my friends, we have now actually discovered the divine

power in nature-that of spontaneously educating the children,

from birth to manhood, in languages, the arts and sciences,

labour, and the highest order of religion and literature, which

will produce in their minds harmony, simplicity, and love. And

then-as our enduring friend and philosopher declares-we shall

have perfect men and perfect women, which will give glory to

God, and happiness to the human race.

ROBERT PEMBERTON.

London, 1st January, 1855 .
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MR. ATKINS'S EXPLANATION.

Mr. ATKINS, C.E., Oxford, having been called on by the

Chairman, read the following letter :-

To the Secretary of the Society of Arts, London.

66

Sir,-

" Oxford, 17th July, 1854 .

"Having visited the Educational Exhibition at St. Martin's

Hall, on Monday last, I certainly anticipated that some master

mind would have submitted an efficient and practical plan for the

education of the peoples of this and other countries, whose dele-

gates were present.
“

Having felt, seen, and experienced, from my boyhood, the

vast importance of this subject, and believing that it must be

accomplished by Englishmen and English means, I have de-

voted my energy and means to the work for many years.

From the heterogenous collection of materials, arranged as a

sample of the theoretic state of the mind of the civilised world

relative to education, I feel certain no important step can arise

adequate to meet the urgent demand of the present time, which

requires in one individual a knowledge of the mechanical, chy-

mical, and philosophical properties of the universe ; without

which knowledge nothing important can be accomplished for the

real progressive elevation of humanity.
66

Although my plans are not yet completed to bring them

entire before the world, yet they are so far advanced as will ena-

ble me to explain their outline in theory and practice, and as so

many of the prime minds of the world have been assembled by

the Society of Arts in London, I feel in duty bound to offer an

explanation of my views to them, so that they may either co-

operate with me in making education the principal business of

life, or, if these gentlemen can detect any error in my theory or

plans, the errors may be exposedand their consequences avoided.
65

Therefore, if the Directors of the Society of Arts think

proper, before their colonial and foreign visitors depart from this

country, to give me an opportunity of explaining my views, I

will, at my own cost, take some of my large panoramic scenes

and place them around the walls of the Lecture Room of St.

Martin's Hall, and deliver one lecture explanatory of the visual

and practical mode of educating the people, and at the same

time of the means to make the business a safe and profitable

investment of capital.
66

Anyday which the Directors may think proper to appoint

will suit me, when I will submit the whole subject to the fullest
E
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inquiry and discussion which the most advanced minds of the

world can devote to it.

66

Of course I do not expect that your Directors can at once

comprehend so vast a subject as the one I have undertaken, and

to which I have devoted so much time and attention; but as

visual education by means of my panoramic scenes will enable

me to simplify the subject, I have little doubt I shall be able to

make all understand the work I wish to accomplish .

:

" I remain,

"Sir,

" Yours faithfully,

(Signed) " THOS . ATKINS."

Mr. Atkins then said :-

No reply whatever was received to this letter. (Shame.) But

it affords me much pleasure to have this opportunity of con-

veying my ideas to this assembly-on the great subject of educa-

tion for the people of this and all other countries .

Iam extremely anxious that whatever information I may be

able to convey, shall be of a definitive, positive, and practical

character.

In the early part of my life, I had little or no opportunity of

making myself acquainted with the books of bygone ages, nor

had I any wish to be poring over the works of dead men-while

the living facts of creation were ever present before my mind.

You will, therefore, perceive that I solemnly protest against the

system of book-education-as books ever have, and ever will in-

volve mankind in mystery, ignorance, and confusion. (Cheers).

Being thoroughly convinced of the absurdity of the book system

of education, I have directed my attention to the three following

ideas-viz . , Positive Philosophy, Centralisation, Science, and

Society. To explain and elucidate these principles, I beg to

direct your attention to the eight columns now placed before you,

which I term a short-hand system of teaching the whole range

of Science. The first two columns, one on the right, and one on

the left, indicate the outline ofoptics and magnetism ; the two next

columns indicate the conditions which were essential for the de-

velopment of the anti-deluvian era ; the third columns indi-

cate the extended and improved conditions for the formation and

necessary development of the sublime grandeur of the present

combination of mineral, vegetable, and animal formation and

organisation.

The fourth columns illustrate the growth and development of

the human mind, as applied to the practical business of life.

From these illustrations you will clearly perceive that the

governments and educators of the world have either not under-

stood the positive sciences-or have neglectedto make arrange-
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ments to bring them before the world by means of acomprehen-

sive system of visual and practical education. (Cheers) .

I have now to direct your attention to the central scene which

represents my ideas of arrangements for scientific and practical

education .

1st.-The School Buildings will comprise sufficient and com-

fortable accommodation for 500 male and female Students, clas-

sified from infancy to maturity, with ample and comfortable resi-

dences for the Educators .

The Plan of the Building will consist of a circular area, 60

feet in diameter, and at least fifty feet high to the base of the

dome over it. Diverging from the central building at the points

due east, west, north, and south, will be four corridors, each 150

feet long from the centre building, 30 feet broad, and 30 feet

high ; so that the length of the buildings, measured through,

will be 360 feet, or the number of degrees from the Earth's Poles .

Under the dome of the central building will be erected a Globe,

60 feet in diameter, and capable of being moved to any position

by the aid of machinery.

The four Corridors will contain either real specimens or correct

representations of the Mineral, Vegetable, and Animal Produc-

tions of the World, classified according to the zones and latitudes

in which they have been found : the Corridors will also contain

Models of all most useful Inventions. So that the whole will

combine a Museum of Natural History, Science, and Art, for the

purposes of education, not to be found in any other Institution

at the present time.

2nd. The Domestic Arrangements will consist of Public

Dormitories and Private Apartments, Lecture Halls and Libra-

ries, and Industrial Work Rooms. The whole to be fitted on

the most approved scientific plans for ventilating, lighting, cook-

ing, washing, and cleaning, for the whole Institution, with the

least personal labour and greatest economy.

3rd. The Productive Industrial Departments will include the

Farm. Garden, Workshop, Factory, and Laboratory, the whole

of which will be conducted according to the most approved me-

thods for draining, irrigating, pulverising, and preparing the soil ;

and especially for applying Liquid Manures by means of under-

current circulation to the seeds and roots of plants ; also for se-

curing and preserving the crops and stock of the Farm from the

effects of unfavourable seasons and other accidents, which often

blight the farmer's labours and the nation's hopes.

The Workshop, Factory, and Laboratory, will be built on the

best position and most scientific plan, with complete sets of tools,

apparatus, and machinery, to enable the Students to acquire a

thorough practical knowledge of the whole range of science, so

as to enable them to support themselves during the term of their

education, with interest for the capital expended on this Institu-
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tion, and afterwards to manufacture the machinery and appara-

tus, erect the buildings and make the furniture for similar

Educational Establishments, which will no doubt be required in

the various localities of this country, as well as in other parts of

the world, and thus gain for themselves a high and honourable

position as the practical and seientific Educators of Society.

4th . The Commercial Department will undertake the care and

disposal of all the productions of the Establishment, and trans-

act, upon just and equitable principles, the home business, as well.

as the exchange with foreigners .

From this system of scientific industrial education it is impor-

tant that all ideas taught should be of a mechanical, chemical,

philosophical, and practical character, and arrangements should

be made to physically develope the body, while every encourage

ment should be given for the truthful and rational development

of the mind.

The scene before you further illustrates the extension of my

principles of centralisation to the four Model Towns, which at

least should be placed half-a-mile from the school ; each of

these towns is intended for the accomodation of 2,500 men,

women, and children, who will be enabled by the application of

science and industry, to be truly independent and free from

poverty and the fear of want, and thus enjoy happiness in the

daily performance of their duty.

On the left is the manufactory and the farm. The arrangements

in these establishments will be of the most simple, useful, and inex-

pensive character, and be the completion of the educational course

of each person resident in these industrial self-supporting Model

Towns. On the right of the scene is a representation of my

ideas of an establishment for the reception and complete comfort

of the members of these Model Towns after they have arrived at

a certain age, or otherwise become incapacitated for their indus-

trial pursuits, and where they will be surrounded with all the

comforts of life, during the term of their earthly career. Sur-

rounding this establishment is the Botanic Garden, where the

tubular circulation of liquid manure from the various depart-

ments will be administered under the plan lately invented and

carried out by Mr. Wilkins, which is really the only system of

absorbing and usefully applying the obnoxious gases, which are

now so destructive to human life. On the same side of the

scene is a representation of the Commercial and Shipping Ex-

change establishment, which will be conducted on fair and

honourable principles between man andman.

As a matter of course, all that I have been able to say on this

occasion on the great and important subject to which I have de-

voted many years, is only a speck of what I intend to develop

by means of my enlarged panorama, which I hope will be com

pleted by the 14th of next May. But having taken up the mat-
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ter, I amdetermined to proceed, single-handedif it must be ; and

have prepared the outlines of a prospectus by which the public

may assist me, if they choose, in establishing a practical and

scientific educational system in this country ; which will entirely

supercede the present most irrational mischevous and worn-out

conditions which now debase humanity, and restore mankind to

that close loveful relation with God which the past ignorance

and mis-government of society has hitherto prevented. My

candid advice to the working classes, therefore, is, to be at once
66

up and doing,” " to work while it is day, for the night cometh

when no man can work," trusting to themselves for their own

emancipation, and for that purpose to keep " their lamps trimmed

and their lights burning;" and the progress of the human mind

is now so far advanced that such an institution may be fully

realised within twelve months from its commencement, if but a

few honest men of energy will co-operate with me in this glori-

ous and important work. (Cheers.)

MR . WILKINS'S EXPLANATION

of his New Plan of Cultivation .

Mr. WILKINS, author of " Man his own Benefactor," having

attended the meeting, made the following statement. He was an

entire and perfect stranger to Mr. Owen until Saturday last.

Mr. Pemberton he had never seen until that evening.. He had

known Mr. Atkins from his visiting his (Mr. W.'s) Experimental

Garden at Reading, in Berks. He was induced to attend the

meeting, having been informed that his patented improved mode

of vegetation was to be referred to that evening. It had been

noticed by two of the speakers . It was said that the man who

produced two blades of grass where only one grew, was a bene-

factor to his country. He (Mr. W.) was prepared to prove,-

and had done so to the satisfaction of some noblemen, many

hundreds of gentlemen, and many ladies, that he had produced

grass and other vegetables where none had ever grown before.

He regretted he had not samples of the Hemp and Flax which

he grew on Wokingham Common-two crops in oneyear, sufficient

to show that this country might ENTIRELY SUPERSEDE RUSSIA

IN THE GROWTH OF THAT ARTICLE .

He (Mr. W. ) hoped no one would take alarm at the name of

patent, his disposition was to license at a rate not worth the

meanest and most contemptible infringment. He commenced

with the cottager-say rent, of cottage andgarden, £5 5s. a-year,

-one penny per annum ; andthe cottagers wife would soon take

things to market. His principle was to convey air and liquid

manure to the roots of plants, &c. One important part of the
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means was a tray bottom, viz., water-tight bottom and sides,-

say sides four inches high, and other methods on the same

principle.

Mr. W. showed six roots which he had sent to Reading for,-

two Mangold Worzel, grown on the patent principle, and two

grown on the old system ; also Beet-Root grown on the old and

on the new system. Those on the patent principle, sown in

May, weighed twelve and fourteen pounds each; on the old sys-

tem, about one-third the weight. The crop of Mangold Worzel

was at the rate of sixty-nine tons, two qrs., and twenty-two

lbs. , per acre . Of Peas the produce was about eight-fold in

comparison to that obtained from the same soil by ordinary culti-

vation. Carrots were very large and straight, and of excellent

quality.

He also exhibited Italian Rye Grass, fifth cut, first years'

sowing, and one cut only, first years' sowing, on the old system .

He had also tested various seeds on his system, which came to

perfection ; on the old system,in dry weather, they never vege-

tated, and did not come up. Indian Corn was grown to con-

siderable perfection ; while by the common mode of cultivation

no ears were produced. A Geranium grown in a box, flowered

continuously ; and the beauty and perfume of flowers in general ,

were greatly improved. These astonishing results were obtained

in many cases from soil from which no produce could be obtained

by ordinary cultivation. The quantity of the milk given by

acow fed on the roots grown by the new process, was fourteen

per cent. greater than when, under similar conditions, the animal

was fed on roots of the same kind grown inthe ordinary manner,

and its quality was considerably better. The Celery was exceed-

ingly delicate, as well as abundant. Winter Broccoli put into

the ground after a very fine crop of Potatoes, came to perfection

in six weeks, and was succeeded by an excellent crop of Savoy

Cabbages-the third crop from the same soil since last May.

He would shortly exhibit the new vases in which flowers would

come to perfection anywhere ; also a portable garden, moved to

the sun from East to West. He had grown potatoes on the top

of his window (in a flower box) on a slate, the earth from Wok-

ingham Common-two sets produced 108 potatoes ; one ash

leaf kidney in sand from a Sand Rock, produced 84 potatoes,

all free from disease, spot, or defect. He (Mr. W.) would shortly

give a lecture, and produce indisputable proofs with the hemp

and flax, potatoes, roots, &c., &c., at the City of London

Tavern, he hoped next week, of which he would send notice to

the Times, Gardener's Chronicle, and some other papers. His

motto was " do good and communicate."

In a communication to the Gardener's Chronicle, Mr. Mechi,

of Triptree Hall, states that in the beds which he inspected, at

Reading, which had been cultivated on the new method, the
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excess of quantity produced, over that which was obtained from

similar beds sown with seeds from the same parcels, and culti-

vated in the ordinary manner, was from 400 to 600 per cent.

Mr. Wilkins's Patent extends to the United Kingdoms, also

to France and Belgium.

His system, as before stated, is to convey air and liquid

manure to the roots ; liquid of the filthiest description was thus

entirely deoderised by the unerring laws of nature.

Valuable as the sewage of great towns-now permitted to be

asource of so much annoyance and disease-was before known

to be, its capability of usefulness is immensely increased by

this new mode of application. A very considerable saving of the

waste incurred in the ordinary mode of employing liquid manure

is effected a waste which is often equal to seventy-five per cent. ,

-and the diffusion of the disagreeable odour in the atmosphere

is prevented ; while a very large increase of produce is obtained.

At the same time the surface of the soil,-instead of being

sodden, or caked together, as it is when the liquid is thrown

over it, is left loose and open, to receive the influence of the

sun and the atmosphere, by which vegetation is very much pro-

moted.

66

The apparatus for applying the liquid manure is simple. A

flat water-tight surface is laid from sixteen to twenty inches below

the top of the soil. It is made with tiles, &c., united at the

joints with cement. It is laid in widths of five feet, with perpen-

dicular edges four inches high ; and maybe of any desired length.

There should be a gentle inclination from end to end, but from

side to side this tray bottom" should be level. Along this are

laid two drains, at equal distances from the centre and from the

sides , formed by half drain pipes of burnt clay, placed end to end,

the open side downward. The rows ofvegetables, &c., are placed

over these drains. The liquid manure is introduced into these

drains by means of a perpendicular tube at one end, and escapes

under the open edges and between the junctions of the pipes,

until the soil is moistened to a sufficient height; and this is as-

certained by looking into another tube, open below, in which the

fluid rises to the height to which it has risen in the earth. Ano-

ther perpendicular tube with a plug below passes through the

water-tight surface, by means of which,by raising the plug, any

excess of moisture may be let off when requisite . It is found

that the penetration of air under the roots of the plants by

means of the drains, when the liquid has passed out of them, is

extremely beneficial to the growth of the plants. Mr. Wilkins cal-

culated thatby this, alone, their growth was accelerated two days in

seven . The same principle is applied to flower-boxes and flower-

pots, and he exhibited representations of several which were ex-

ceedingly ornamental. It is found that the crops grownby this

method are free from the ' grub worm,' often so extensively de



32

structive, and which is introduced into the soil with the solid

manure.

The cost of the arrangement as it has hitherto been made is

about £100 per acre ; but it is believed that this maybe reduced to

£80 or even to £50. The lecturer calculated that the arrange-

ment, if made by a landlord, would pay, even at £100 per acre,

ten per cent. for capital, and a profit of thirty per cent for work-

ing ;-a garden or farm of ten acres would produce to the tenant

a profit of £300 per year.

Mr. Wilkins's little work-" Man his own Benefactor"-is

published atNo. 5, Bishopgate Street Without,-174, Fenchurch

Street, and 39, Cornhill.

END OF REPORT .

ANNOUNCEMENT AND INVITATION.

In the spirit of charity,kindness, and love for the human race,

I earnestly recommend ALL GOVERNMENTS, RELIGIONS, CLASSES,

SECTS, AND PARTIES, IN ALL COUNTRIES, to send good and effi-

cient delegates to the great Meeting on the 14th of May next,

to be held in St. Martin's Hall, at noon of that day, when the

practical means by which all may be made good, intelligent, and

happy, and the long promised millennial state may be made to

commence, and for ever progress towards never ending perfec-

tion, shall be made familiar to the comprehension of all who may

bepresent.

January 20, 1855.

ROBERT OWEN.
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