THE SEATTLE
LABOR PARTY

We' report the proceedings of the new Seattle Labor Party this week.
But before reporting their nominating convention, we wish to reply to some
eritics who desire to know how it is that “The Workingman's Paper” is sup-
porting the Labor Party, which does not claim to be Socialist in either name

or theory.

’ . s

This paper stands for Socialism, but not for Socfalist Partylsm. It stands
for Soclalism as meaning fundamentally Proletarianism, not only the theory of
Proletarianism but the fact of Proletarianism,

That is why we do not support either the Soclalist Party or the Soclalist

Labor Party, The Soclalist Party no

represents the Wage Workers; and the Soclalist Labor Party, even If it were
big enough to be seen, admits Middle Class members as freely as Proletarians
and like the Soclalist Party, is led by its Middle Class elements,

. "
On the other hand, this

H
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aattle Labor Party s formed exclusively of
Wage Workers. It is impossible for any not & wage worker “in active practice

longer even (n theory (save in spots)

who compose the official party are all

and every one must carry a working card. That constitutes Proletarianism
in fact, even If not in theory. As one Labor Party man sald to a Soclalist
Party man on Labor Day, who objected,

Labor, why form a new party?"
it is Labor"”

—"“The

Now, as between parties havipg a correct economic theory of the Wage
Class (which is not true of the Soclallst Party) and no hold on the Wage
Class itself, and a party composed of Wage Class men exclusively, even ‘if
they had no correct perception of economic truth (which is not true of this
Labor Party), we would cast our lot with the real thing rather than the ideal

thing.

The Soclalist Parties cannot be called Proletarian Parties for the ex-
tremely obvious reason that they do not have any Proletarians to speak of.
They are not part of the Labor Movement; they are outside the Labor Move-
ment, the actual fighting forces of the Wage Class,

At the best, the best of the Soclalist Parties, these two-class organiza-

tions, can chiefly serve as Educational
lterature, thus furnishing the workers

the sophistries of their Capitalist opponents. But the mere possession of a
theory cannot entitle an organization to the name of a Political Party, a potent

-tureoh.oclneonmu

The main function of this paper

No purely Proletarian body, like

recognize this central fact, however dimly, even though they never heard of
Karl Marx, 'Whenever they fight for shorter hours or higher wages, they are
figating for more Pald Labor and consequently for less Unpajd Labor and
less Surplus Value for their Capitalist employers. They have only to develop
their thought along this practical line to perceive that ALL that Surplus
Wealth which now goes unpaid for into the hands of the! Capitalists, belongs
to them by right of creation; that the very system of wage payment involves

robbery of the wage worker.

It Is our business as a newspaper devoted to the Emancipation of the
Modern Slaves who work for wages, to encourage every form of organization
which tends in the direction of such Emancipation.

Here in Seattle this newly organized Labor Party, so far as we can see,
is actually an effort on the part of the Proletarians already organized in the
Trades Unlons, to resist their Capitalist employers by political means,

a natural and spont enlar

of this organization, The delegates
active members of some Labor Union,

“The Socialist Party represents

Labor Party does not represent Labor,

L

Clubs by the dissemination of Marxian
with the intellectual weapons to plerce

is to educate its readers in Marxian |
economics, which means, in a word, the huge fact of Unpaid Iabor, or what|!
is otherwise designated as the Theory of Surplus Value,

the Seattle Labor Party, can fall to

It is

t of thelr sphere of action. It is re-

markably free, 50 far as we can see, from personal ambitions, and from that
bane of all Labor organizations, the Capitalist emissary and secret enemy,
the pretended friend and real spy. We
it and to support it so long as it progresses along its present lines, We shall
not hesitate 'to criticize its actions, yet in a friendly spirit; aiming to assst

and not to hinder,
L

As we have stated our position before, we now reaffirm:

state of American society, we see no

embrace the vast Proletarian body in one anti-capitalist fighting machine,
but we promote to the best of our abllity all organizations which move in
that direction, meantime perpetually urging as the only chart and compass
for the Working Class, the economic truths of Scientific, Marxian Socialism.

Convention Notes

[ ——

. . The first nominating convention of
the Labor Party of Seattle and King
.Co. was held In Hall 104, of the La-
bor Temple, Tuesday afternoon and
evening, Sept. 13th, the day designat-
ed by the State Primary Law. In
all respects but the date the old law
for “A convention or ‘primary meet-
ing” is still In force for new or minor
parties,

The hall was well filled, although
most of the deiegates must have lost
thelr wages for the = afternoon.
Promptly at 1:30, Secretary Jensen
called the meeting to order and C. H.
Hiller was chosen temporsry chair-
Without any waste of time, two

shall therefore continue to report

.

In the present
organization yet formed calculated to

popular but innocent movements were
stampeded and captured by shrewd
enemles. The managers of the Labor
Party were not thus innocent. Every
man seated on that floor was required
to display proot that he had been
designated by his Unlon to represent
it In this Convention. Those not dele-
gates were 2180 required to occupy the
rear or side seats, apart from the dele-
gates, so that no lobbying could go
on from the outside. O, yes, it was
a business-like convention, These pec-
ple knew what they were about.

‘What do you workers think of this
circular, which we reproduce in M
simile?

Read It carefully and imagine what
you would do if it were handed to you
as & conductor or motorman on the
Seattle Electric Rallway?

Only a short while ago practically
every oue of these conductors and
motormen did recelve an envelope
containing a circular exactly like this
one, not through the mall (for fear
or arrest for fraudulent use of thg
mails?) but passed to them by mes-
sengers on their cars, all over the
city at about the same hour the same
day.

Notice a few things about this eir-
cular, (1) It has no Unfon Label on
Indicate it was printed by Union men.
Is it likely a Union Organizer would
send out a Unlon circular to organige
& Union of RElectric Rallway em-
ployees, and not have the Union Label
on it? That would be a sort of cre-
dential whose absence ought to pro-
voke suspicion. (2). There is not a
sign on this ecircular to denote that
It Is authorized in any way by the
Union which “C. D. Pratt” pretends
to represent; no seal, no references or
credentials of any kind. (3) The let-
ters “A. A. of 8. Ry of A” are not
correct; there is no such organization.
(4) There {8 no such officer as “C. D.
Pratt,” but there is a C. O. Pratt, the

inltobenmdtothemut.qm
men and to be & gecret agent uf the
Amalgamated Unlon, ap advance
representative h“ﬂupﬂo for an or-
ganization here. He is known to be
a 8py; helllomthemma?mt.
but with still Jnitials.

Someébody is paylng for this printing
and for these ‘spies, In this' connec-
tion read now .the other fac-simile
which we reum‘np‘ herewith, a bul-
letin posted in & qtr-bu-n not far away
on the Interurbateroad, which belongs
to the same Stone & Webster Com-
pany as the !ﬁ:m How did
they discover Conductor Luce
was advocating Unionism and Or-
ganized Labor? 'Was it by such con-
temptible and frandulent circulars as
that used in s-mv

Some deucﬁh agency, pmhbly
Thiele's, is con&eﬂu this ‘sneaking
attack on the whole body of street
rallway employes in Seattle. And
who, but the hongrable gentlemen who
control affairs in s company, would
be interested eénough to pay the fees

The Seattle Electric Company prac-
tically confessed their own gullt by
posting one of these circulars in their
barn accompanied with the notice
that any employe found “responding
to it, would be summarily dismissed.
Of course he would. That iz what
the circular was issued for, but it

iwas 80 raw & trick that no one was

decelved by it, and the company was
obliged, to save its face, Lo pretend
to regard it as genuine. Even crows
kpow enough not to eat corn with
the poison on the outside, That Thiele
spy did not earn his money.

But the proper thing to come out of
this incident would be the beginning
of an actual organization of these
slaves of Stone & Webster who are
obliged to submit to the humiliation
of seeing and reading and enduring
such bulleting as the one given here
aunouncing the discharge of Conductor
Luce. Wae-advise, in deflance of this
slave driving company, that every man
in its employ with a spark of manhood
dn him, go at once to Charley Doyle,
'at the Labor Temple, Business Agent
of the Central Labor Council, and give
in his pame as one who stands ready
to belp organize the conductors and
motormen whenever the natlonal or-
ganization says the word. Thus that
circular will bear some unexpected
and sour frult for our friends, the

of these coyotes?'

enemy.

out in the open.

The Fake Circular

.

For the purpose of organizing the street car men of Seattle, 'and
-getting-them into the A. A..of S. Ry:'E. of A. we take this means of reach-
ing'mhowin'gthumuphym'mwnkﬁcbaﬂmionor-
ganizations end that any expression on ‘your part before an organization
is started and strong enough to combat them would mean instant dis-
missal, winordertopwtectywwlﬁkweueomnizinga'ndﬂmno
one will know your connection with this organization until we are slrong
enough to come out and make a fight.

You will sign the enclosed card and forward same through the
mail as there is no doubt but our office will be watched and our every
move reported to the company officials.  When we have the required
number of names we will engage a hall and complete our organization and come

Would like to have names of all those who favor organizing, in
this office by the 7th of September.
Room No. 454 Arcade Annex,

C. D. PRATT,
Chairman of Gen. Executive Board,

g
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Labor Party
Platform

Adopted at Convention Sept. 13,’10

Labor has long fought for better conditions through its unions and
has gained from time to time great concessions by this method, But
s have | d the effectiveness of the strike and the
boycott. The operation of laws d d to hamp d action on
the part of the workers has forced us to the conclusion that if we are to
continue to progress—or even to preserve those rights and liberties al-
ready gained—we must enter the arena of politics and use our numbers
to obtain our just representation In making the laws which govern us.

‘Industrially, as individuals, we have different interests. Only on the
political field can we meet on common ground. There we find that the
the Interests of all wage workers ARE IDENTICAL. Each individual wage
worker, each Union of wage workers, and all organized or unorganized
wage workers are interested in and benefited equally by increases in
wages, shortening the hours of labor, safeguarding life and limb in dan-
gerous occupations and employers’ liability In case of accident or death, for
every such improvement in the condition of even one wage worker makes
that much easier the condition of all wage workers.

Acting in this belief, organized labor in Seattle and King County has
organized the Labor Party and pr ts this, its stat of pri
and its candidates to the workers ot this county for tneir support.

Our candidates, when elected, will work for ail such measures as
will benefit the wage workers, as determined from time to time by the
representative bodles of wage workers, the union organizations,

While the Labor Party is organized by the Trades Unions, it is not
the party of the Unions alone, but of the whole class of wage workers,
for the interests of that class are alike, The Labor Party has none but
wage workers in its ranks or as didates, and L its appeal to the
thirty thousand and more wage workers in this county who are voters to
unite at the ballot box and elect their own men to office to legisiate and
administer the laws in the Interests of the wage workers, and thus bene-
fit the whole people,

Program

We advocate and pledge ourselves and our elected officers to the
following program:

1. To secure gbsolute freedom of press, #peech and assemblage.

2, A more effective inspection of workshops and factories,

3, To forbld the employment of children under 16 years of age.

4. To forbid the interstate transportation of the products of child
labor, of convict labor and of all uninspected factories,

5. The initiative anu referendum, proportional representation and
the right of recall.

6. That all judges be elected by the peopl!
abolition of injunction in all labor disputes.

7. The free administration of justice,

8. Exclusion of all Aslatic labor,

9, For a law making it a felony for any individual, firm or corpora-
tion to employ or have in their employ any female of 16 years or over,
to work more than eight hours in any one calmdnr day of twenty-four
hours.
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for short terms and the

10. The Australian b.llo‘ at both primary and general elections.

11. A constituti d t guaranteeing absolute sovereignty
to all cities In municipal affairs,

12. We favor Votes for Women, *

The Candidates

State senator, Thirteenth District—
JAMES DURHAM, miners’ union.

Senator, Thirty-first District—
C. W. BLAKE, bricklayer.

Senator, Thirty-second District—
H, A. PATZOLD, carpenter.
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, Thirty-third District—
P. K. MOHR, baker,

Senator, Thirty-fourth district— |
JACK HAY, stone cutter.

Senator, Thirty-fifth District—
GEORGE HEDLY, pile driver,

Senator, Thirty-sixth District—
W. 8. PULVER, bricklayer.

Senator, Thirty-seventh District—
A. G. BROWN, carpenter,

Representatives, Fortieth District—
MATT O'GRADY, EMIL HENDRIKSON, P. H. MARTINA, miners.

Representatives, Forty-first District—
F. 8. BHARP, C. K| WALL, carpenters.
Representatives, Forty-second district—
T. H. BOLTON, baker; JAMES KELSO, carpenter.
Representatives, Forty-third District—
GEORGE T. McNAMARA, Editor Union Record.
Represantatives, Forty-fourth District—
W. R, ANDERSON, barber; J, P. GADE, brewery engineer,
entatives, Forty-fifth District—
THOMAS HARBACH, brickiayer; E. B, AULT, printer,
lopnnnusvu. Forty-sixth District—
GEORGE HARRISON, newsboy; C. W, DOYI.t. palmr.
_Representatives, Forty-seventh District—
THOMAS MULCAHY, pressfeeder,; F. P. BEEBE, bricklayer,
M cuuubloun-
. H. W, UTTER, carpenter, First District; W. J. TIERNEY, steam-

| I. (& II""' District.
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We welcome & letter like this from our ol W
William E. Foster, better known by our readers as William
he started for Spokane to represent this paper in the Fight
in that city, it was thought his mall might go to bome other m
rather common nameé of Willlam E., so it was agreed that his |
this paper should be William Z, and s0 by that initial he is known from the
Pacific to the Atlantic. : S e

Foster is now In Europe, this letter bearing a Paris postmark., He wants
mMWAM"!u‘thM.M. He promises to write us
occasionally and give the results of his investigations, Ui ;

This letter shows once again what an able man Foster is. He is one of
those wage-workers who put to shame the cavils of the so-called Intellectuals
wblmnumemmcuhhlmauyldadoh‘luownmmm

The issues which Foster takes with the position of “The Workingman's
Paper” are (1) whether the Middle Class has sufficlent “Economic Power”
to resist the Trust Class, and (2), whether the Ballot can be used by the
Working Class for its own emancipation. !

First, as to Economic Power. That I8 an expression frequently employed
without analysis to discover its actual meaning. It is often associated in
thought gvith that similar expression, Economic Determinism. Both sound
large and impressive and may be used to overwhelm an unsophisticated
antagonist. It does one good to see a Capitallst adversary appear stupidly
wise at the mention of one of these phrases by a really wise Proletarian.

But the wisest sometimes employ terms which have a profound sig-
nificance, especially if they have won a vogue for themselves, in a loose
and indefinite manner. Theérefore it is always healthy for any thinker to
analyze his most commonly uséd generalizations,

For instance, it is 8 commonplace for Socialist writers to say the Feudal
Class passed off the stage because Economic Power was captured in the
course of development by the Capitalist Class; or that the Slave-owning Class
of the South was forced to yleld to the Capitalist Class of the North because
it poBsessed inferior Economic Power, ;

Taking this out of the reglon of the clouds, what can it mean but the
Power of Bread and Butter? That class has the greatest Economic Power
which holds the purse strings; or, if all have purses, the one which bas the
deepest and fullest purse, has the Power. This assumes that the Purse can
purchase. If money t buy the ities of life, the Purse is powerleas.
Hconomie Power, in that case, rests with that class which commands the
Means of Production, the land and machinery by which necessaries are
produced through labor.

Take a strike, for example. The strikers can last as long as they can
feed. When they can no longer get a meal or provide a roof, they dle; their
Economic Power was lost and life with it. The old South ylelded and Lee
swrendered, because there was nothing left in the treasury at Richmond,
the soldiers were ragged and starving, no guns and no powder could be
obtained, no cotton, could be raised or sold, nobody- could pay taxes; in a
word, their Economic Power was exhausted; while yet the North had
abundance.

Now, have the Middle Class sufficlent Economic Power left? Can the
Trust Class starve them out? For the Middle Class are certainly on strike
against the Trusts, Listen to thelr world-famous champlon. Roosevelt's
closing words at Minneapolis form a call to battle: “The supreme political
task of our day, the indispensable condition of national efficiency and national
welfare, Is to drive the Special Corporate Interests out of our public life.”

Compare the relative wealth of the three classes. According to the
census of 1900, the last reliable figures, the Trust Class, with some quarter
million members, owned 67 Billion Dollars worth of the wealth of the United
States. The Middle Class, some 8% millions of them, owned 24 Billion
Dollars; while the Wage Class, over 20 Millions of them, had 4 Billions.

The . question s, Can 67 Billion Dollars starve out 24 Billions? And
another gquestion, What chance has the Four Billion Dollar Wage Class
against the combined Ninety-one Billion Dollar Capitalist Class?
control of its own Labor Faorce, without which no wealth can be produced.
They urge the argument that a United Proletariat, withholding its Labor
Power from the Capitalist Class, would be able to paralyze that class. They
could starve out the world by such “Direct Action.”

But they would also starve out themselves meanwhile. The Capitalists,
few in number, would be in possession of all the storehouses filled with
provisions and could stand a long seige, while the workers would be without
anything and millions of them. To this, the Direct Actlonists reply: We
will take and hold the Instruments of Production, the land, the factories, the
rallroads, where we are daily employed; we will continue to produce wealth,
only now for ourselves, no longer for the Capitalists. We will then have
instituted the Cooperative Commonwealth. The Capitalists, who thought
to starve us out, will be obliged to come to us at last and sollcit us for a

chance to live. X :
* 8 8 s .

That sounds goods, But what would the Capitalists be doing while you
are taking and holding? There are millions of them and they will fight for
thier property. Don't imagine that Teddy Roosevelt and General Wood and
Admiral Dewey and Post and Heney and Hill and-Gaynor and La Follette
and the rest.of their kind, are going to lie down and die like trapped' rabbits,
They are .not madé that way. !

And they have the guns, never forget that, They have the guns, And
modern guns are terribly deadly things. One man can hold up a thousand
with one of these modern instruments of warfare. A hundred thousand men
with Machine Guns can dislodge a milllon workmen, helpless, defenceless,
at thelr industrial machines, i their factories which they are taking and

holding.
The Economic Power of simple, unassisted, unarmed Labor Force, even

4f it could be united in a far greater degree than would ever be practicable,

would be as unavailing against that vast development of power, eQ.llod the
Government, as hand labor has proved unavailing in its conflict with machine
Jabor. The mere possession of Labor Power is obviously not the possession
of Economic Power. It cannot produce the necessaries of life while excluded
from the Means of Production.

. 8 b

But is It true, on the other hand, that the ,possession of mere wealth,
including the Means of Production, 1s the sure possession of Economic Power?
Suppose Morgan held the entire wealth of America, Could he starve out all
the rest of us? Ownership must be accompanied with power to maintain
ownership. Could one man maintain possession against all the rest of man-
kind and compel them to starve because he would not admit them to the
sources of life? If, then, one man would fail through weakness, how many
men would be essential, with all the power of Government and Guns, to
dispossess the rest of mer and hold them dispossessed?

Could, for instance, the Trust Class, with its present numerical strength
of, say, 250,000, forbid all the rest of the nation to touch the Means of
Production which belong to that Class? They have the Economic Power, as
defined above, but have they the physical power? Can 250,000 subdue 30~
000,000? Can such a handful, even with the Gun Government, coerce a hun-

dred times their number and starve them into submission?

Granting that a whole nation could hardly be held up by & mere frac-
tion of its number, like the Trust Class in America, how about such & large
proportion as the Middle Class of some Ten Mlillions? Could they hold up
the rest and compel them to deliver the goods?

That is the intensely practical question which faces the American nation
today. Theodore Roosevelt Is engaged in no child’s play. He is in dead
earnest to dethrone the “Predatory Interests,” the Trusts, from their domi-
nation of the State. The Middle Class Rebellion has found a leader, as
predicted in our editorial of April 10th, reprinted on our inside pages. He
openly proposes Government Control of the Trusts, which can have no
practical realization short of Government Ownership, as he plainly hints.
This means the Rallroads first, and then the Electric Trust and the Oft

| fTrust and the Meat Trust and the Steel Trust, would be bought with Gov-

ernment bonds and hereafter conducted by the Government in such manner
to allow the small Business Man and the Fs to live untroubled by
high prices, high rates and high'‘taxes; while the Wage Man would continue

to work for wages as at present, provide a Surplue as at

the interest on the bonds held by the Rockefellers, the Morgans and the
0&"‘“ i b i i
‘ b T
. Can the Middle Class accomplish ihis ? Have they sutficlent

displacing the Trust, A number of Wage Workers, including quite a section

lot the 1. W. W., agree with Foster, when he says, “The Ballot is on the

Bum,” meaning that nothing can be accomplished by means of the Ballot,
which is regarded by them as a Capitalist fnstitution and a snare and a
delusion. (i

Thelr contention is, that Economic Power is the only thing that counts.
Bo, if the Middle Class wins at the Ballot Box, it will be defeated in the
legislature itself and on the Judge's Bench and in the Executive's Chalr,
by the corrupting power of money in the hands of the Trusts; and they point
to the universal prevalence of Graft as proof. They would not trust their
own repr tatives, If elected, to prove inaccessible to the temptations of
intrigue and bribery. In a word, they abjure Politics as a Device of the
Enemy. y

It is a fad among these workers to greet the mention of political action
with Homerlc Laughter and to consign the victim of political notions for
the Working Class to the limbo of the totally. ignoraut and depraved. Even
to discuss the matter, as we are doing now, will seem to these men as little
less than Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. Thelr horfor of political action
18 very like the anarchist's horror of “The State;” they would not touch
it to save their lives,

But nothing, not even the Law of Gravitation, is beyond discussion. Nor
shoujd the intolerance of its adherents lead us to refuse to consider any
proposal which concerns the Workingclass,

Let us see. The Middle Class proposes to down the Trust Class by
means of the Ballot, notwithstanding the alleged superior Economic Power
of the Trusts. Are they foredoomed to fallure?

Let us say at the outset ihat all this cheap ridicule of the Baliot as “a
plece of white paper” cannot pass with the thoughtful. You might as well
ridicule all voting, as the anarchists do—In theory; that Is, Never try In any
manner to ascertain the will of the majority,

It 1s just as stupid to take a vote in an assembly by show of hands, or
by ayes and noes, as it is to do it by means of the ballot,

The “Plece of Paper” is nothing in itself, but as indicating the will and

but two ‘nations’—the robber and the
robbed.” .
. "

Thie position is manifestly wrong,

and misleading, as the Middle Class

indications point to a great' struggle
between it and the Capitalist Class
proper for mastery. This warfare,
now just getting well under way, con-
tains a large element of danger to the
American labor movement, in that the
Middle Class, although possessing no
Interests In common with the Work-
Ing Class, represents all the historic
ideals the raw and undeveloped Work-
ing Class have been bred to consider
as their own.

The American Ideal has been to
évolve to affluence through the med!-
um of the Middie Class by first be-
coming & small farmer, storekeeper
or manufacturer, etc. Now, when the
Middle Class, figuratively the second
rung on the ladder to success, finds
itself being strangled by the Capitalist
Class it makes a desperate appeal for
aid to the Working Class, which readi-
ly responds, naturally supposing it is
interested in the “square deal,” “antl-
rebate,” “‘conservation,” etc., policles
of the Middle Class, as they repre-
sent the last remnant of the historic
American slogan of “Equal opportuni-
ty for all” As proof that this aid is
belng extended to the Middle Class
tho late victories of the insurgents
may be cited, to say nothing of the

opinion of & man or woman, a unit in & given soclety, whose declslon is to
be ascertained, it is a very potent fact. g

It is no modern Invention, It is as old as the anclent Commune. It
existed long before Capitalism, Feudalism or Slavery was known on the
earth. You might as well decry the Wearing of Cotton Clothes as a device
of Capital, or the use of Petroleum or the Steamboat or the study of Chemis-
try. Because Capitalists employ Robert's Rules of Order does not prove
that they are not good rules for any assembly.

A fact is a fact, and the Ballot {8 & very prominent fact in the modern
economy. By means of the Ballot this week, the Trust Senator Burrows of
Michigan has been retired from the U. S. Senate, and La Follette has been
re-nominated in Wisconsin, “Insurgent” victories are recorded all over the
country—by means of the Ballot. i

Why this tremendous struggle between the Standpatters and Insurgents
now golng on in every state, if the Ballot is not a powerful factor in de-
ciding events? It seems absurd to have to prove so obvious an assertion
as that the Ballot is a tremendous fact.

. &

The Ballot certainly changes the Government. By means of it the Middle
Class can achleve power. It is altogether likely they will win the elections
this fall. :

But 'will Government make up for lack of Economic Power? Wil not
the superior wealth of the Trust Class enable them to defeat the Govern-
ment in the hands of the Middle Class? Just as the Capitalist Cluss might
defeat the Wage Class, even after its victory at the polls?

We admit we cannot understdnd how it will be possible for a quarter
of a million people, though they may be in possession of 67 Billion Dollars
of Property, to prevent ten million people who have won the powers of
Government, from passing and enforcing any legislation they please. The
only way we can sée for the Trust Class to maintain itself under those condi-
tions, would be to fight, to engage In actual war In defence of thelr prop-
erty. In which event, they would stand no show against the Ten Milllon
who were in possession of the mighty machine of repression known as the
Government.

LIS

For the Government, the State, the thing which is changed by means
of the Ballot at Elections, is an almost superhuman engine of power. For
generations it has been trained in the exercise of power. It is a vast soclal
machine for applying coercion. It is itself an Economic Power, a physical
power which, in the hands of a large minority, like the ten million of the
Middle Class, might be able to coerce and conquer the twenty million Pro-
letarians. By means of the Ballot, the Middle Class can capture this Economic
Power, the Instrument of Physical Control, the Means of Producing Death,
the historically developed Machine of Government, and thereby prolong its
own existence as a Capitalist Class. Then it will be far more likely to
defer the Emancipation of the Wage Class indefinitely than the numerically
and physically weak Trust Class, f

. .' L ;

Therefore we regard the Middle Class Rebellion as a thing to be com-
batted unremittingly by the Wage Class. We can see no possible way in
which the Proletarian can be benefitted by the victory of Roosevelt and
Pinchot. It is better that Taft and Hill and Morgan and Guggenheim should
carry on thelr Trust Organization to the limit, wiping out the Middle Class
completely. Meanwhile, the Wage Class Is just as well off, certainly, during
the progress of the Battle between Big Capital and Little Capital, under the
management of Big Capital as it would be under Little Capital,

Any kind of Capital 1s the Foe of Labor. Any kind of Capital, big or
little, is the robber of Wage Labor. It Is the very nature of Capital to live
off the Surplus of Labor's product over its subsistence wage. Abolish that
Surplus, abolish the Law of Wages, and you abolish Capital. Nothing short
of that will emancipate Wage Labor. And we have no considdration what-
soever for any other class In society but the Wage Class, Their battle s the
Battle for Freedom, for Democracy, for Progress, for a New Race, Prole-
tarianism is the only Nationalism worth fighting for.

W. Z. Foster’s Letter

On Board North German-Lloyd Steam-
er Prinz Friedrich Wilhelm, bound
for Cherbourg, France.

Aug. 6, 1910,
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struggle

now going on is clearly ex-
posed. *

. " @
The current explanations that the
muck raking grallt exposures, eto.,
now filling our popular magesines,

Mr. E. B. Ault.
Dear Friend and Fellow Worker:—

For the past few months I have been
knocking around so much that I have
had very little time for reading, and
many of the articles in my old friend,
“The Boclalist,” have escaped my
notice. In New York, however, I was
handed a late issue and during g few
spare moments I read the article en-
titled “The Middle Class Rebellion.”
I judge from the style of it that Dr.
Titus is the author.

'lflu_ Agncﬂgu political 'llmtion

has been summed up from every po-
litical angle and prejudice, but of all
of these efforts that I ‘seen I

are doe to & moral wave that is
sweeplng over the country, or to the
re-awakening of the “inherant” sense
of justice of the American people
which has hibernated for the past two
decades, -are absurb, and unworthy of
the serious  consideration of any
student of soclology. As. Dr, Ttius
says these phenomena are the resuilt
of “the revoit of Little Business
against Big Business."

* o @

In the L. W. W. it is customary for
writers and speakers to almost com-
pletely ignore the Middle Class. Any
reference made to it is usually as &

‘| Phila Gas Works was sold to the U.

pelessly Middle Class character of
the so-called “Socialist” party.
.

The sooner this struggle is over
the better it will be for the Working
Class, as the economic subjugation
of the Middle Class means the de-
struction of their individualist ideals
—with which the Working Class is
now obsessed, and the development of
the new Working Class Collectivist
ideals, without which the labor move-
ment is almost useless. So long as a
worker belleves that by “saving up”
for a few years he can become the
owner of a lucrative business he Is
absolutely unfit to be organized; but
when that hope is removed and he
understands that he can better his
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condition only by acting In t
with his fellow workers, then the days
of Capitallsm are numbered.

Dr. Titus points out the hastiness
of considering as a cancelled econo-
mic factor such a good-fighting class
as the American Middle Class has
proved itself to be, and suggests the
possibility that under the leadership
of the filre eating Roosevelt and
Pinchot, it may severely check the
growth* of the monopolles, and “in-
definitely postpone” the overthrow of
capitalism. So strong:does he word
this possibility that one would be led
to believe that he expects events to
take such a course. This would mean
government ownership of railroads,
telegraphs, coal mines, express com-
panies and other moncpolies that par-
ticularly harass the Middle Class.

Does modern American history jus-
tify any such faith In the power of
the Middle Class, to, in any way, even
check the concentration of capital?
Does It not, on the other hand, clearly
prove that the Middle Class is doom-
ed, that its old means for the control
of industry are obsolete, and that it
is incapable of developing any new
ones, that In spite of its vast numeri-
cal strength and seeming virility, its
intellectual following and its posses-
slon of the historic American ideals—
an invaluable asset to & ruling class—
it is about to be obliterated?

s o »

This “Middle Class Rebelllon,”"—tho
rendered acute by the Pinchot-Bal-
linger controversy and the rebuke
administered to Cannon recently—has
been going on with increasing vigor
for the past ten years. We have seen
the trusts increase their power con-
tinually in spite of all opposition until
today they are almost all powerful. It
is folly to say the Middle Class hasn't
disputed this advance; but it has al-
ways been defeated. Several times
running victories have been won but
only for'a time, the Capitalist Class
has always emerged the victor,

The Northern Securities case is a
good example, Here¢ was a trust that
was legally busted and yet today the
merger is in practical effect by the
simple expedient of keeping three sets
of books instead of one. The Standard
Oll Co, $20,000,000 fine was another
great victory for the Common People.
At the time of the imposition of the
fine any newsboy could have told us
that it would never be paid. Is there
any sane person who belleves the
rebate and graft prosecutions have
decreased the practices? The rail-
road officials and legislators have
slmply become more expert in cover-
ing up their tralls.

) L ) '

Once in a while a trust gets so
“bad” that the-“people” declde to buy
{t—-for instance the Chicago City Rall-
ways—but somehow the capitlists
refuse to sell. Instead of 'selling
public utilitles to the state or munici-
palities the tendency is to buy up
'what few gas works, water-works, etc.,
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G. 1. Co. In spite of the express decl-
slon at the previous election that'it
should not be sold. Even the public
ownership of the pot office is now
threatened. !
u B T S f
The cause for the uniform lack of
guccess on the part of the Middle Class
through Its government is clearly be-
cause it is lacking in economic power,
tho it has time and again demonstrated
the fact that it has an abundance of
the obsolete “political power.” There
is one kind of power recognized In the
world today, and that is the abllity
* to control industry. This is an econo-
mic power, This power is shared by
the capitalists and the workers al-
most entirely, the former thru their
capital, the latter thru the monopoly of
their labor power. In these later days
armaments afe more and more depend-
ent upon capital owing to the increased
expenditure necessary for their main-
tenance and the success of a war de-
pending upon the goodwill of the cap-
italiste who loan the necessary funds.
. o

The Middle Class although posses-
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able o use it effeetively owing to.
being divided among so many individ-
uals. As for controlling industry b¥
its 1abor power, such a thig is ab-

not in a position to
do so. e

It can’t command the armed forces
of the mation, as that too has pald
homage to the all conquering capital,
The Middle Class thus stands stripped
of all economic power. i

Until ‘quite recently the small capl
talists, or Middle Class, controlled in-
dustry through thelr “democratic” gov-
ernment, which came into ‘existence
with them. Being equals
and very numerous their 'method of
procedure was to ascertain:the sentl
ment of the majority by an election,
and then to coerce the mimority into
obedience, No small set of the capl-
talists at that time could pit thelr
capital, or economic strength against
the rest, and as a consequence, the
wish of the majority was law, and no
mercy was shown the violator,

Not being exposed to so many cor-
rupting influences the courts and legis-
latures could be depended upon to
serve the class that elected or ap-
pointed them and the will of the ma-
jority was respected. Then was the
heyday of “government” and most of
the brilllant men of the period could
be found in the halls of Congress.

. 0

But times have changed; capital
has combined, the trusts have arisen,
and the owners, though few in num-
bers are able to easily thwart the
wishes of the small capitalists by a
liberal use of their money. Thelr cap-
ital is in such shape that they can
make it count in a fight—witness how
easily they suppress Trade Unions
that were the terror of the small cap-
italists,

No longer do they obey the wishes
of the majority. As Lawson says, “They
buy legislators like fish ia the mar-
ket.” They have corrupted the courts,
the very soul of Middle Class govern-
ment, until they are a byword even to
the Middle Class. The. government
has become a joke and is compnsed
of a lot of nobodles. The only real
use the modern capitalist class has
for it is to use it to exploit the “com-
mon people” of their rapldly dwind-
ling possessions, such as franchises,
water power, coal lands, ete.

. . L

Belng few in numters this new Cap-
italist Class recds no vast executive
committee or “government” such as
the Middle Class does, but transacts
its business privately, behind closed
doors. If the Beef Trust wishes to
arrange for railroad rates, a meeting
in Morgan's private office settles the
matter satisfactorily,. Why allow a
lot of Kansas farmers to Interfere
thru their busybody ‘government?”
It is a very significant fact that when
a kick is made about unfair rates It
is always by the Middle Class and to
its government.  The Trusts settle
their disputes privately, except in
rare cases, when they make open eco-
nomic war upon each other, They
treat the laws of the Middle Class gov-
ernment with contempt whenever. it
sults their convenience,

.

The Baseball syndicate is In exist-
ence in flagrant violation of many of

.|the most fundamental laws upon the

statute books. |

This syndicate has absolutely ban-
ished business competition from base-
ball and each club is “In its narrow
cell forever lald.” It forces contract

*|labor upon its employeeg and woe un-

to the ball player who is hardy enough
to violate his contract. He is openly
blacklisted by every club in the coun-
try.

This syndicate has a high court of
three men who try owners, INANAgErs,
and players alike, dealing out severe
punishments when they deem it neces-
sary. The magnates argue exped-
iency, they rightly argue that shop-
keepers should not be allowed to in-
terfere with baseball. The only power
they will ever recognize will be the
organized labor power of the ball
players, or a rival aggregation of cap-
ital. Many similar instances can be

“|given of this evidence of each indus-

try transacting its business regardless
of the howls of the smaller fry. .’
L . L] i

The modern Capitalist Class abso-
lutely refuses to obey any “law” detrl-
mental to its interest that is not en-
forced! by economic power. The mo-
called labor laws, such as “8 hour
laws,” “child labor laws” etc, are
treated the same as are the “pure and
simple” Middle Class measures, asg
it realizes they have nothing behind
them but the old Middle Class count-
ing of noses, or voting.

There are many ways of side-track-
ing the wishes of the “common pec-
ple,” but they are all based on capl-

sing & vast amount of wealth is un- .

e

it o

“adorn & moral or point a tale” as
that was successfully carried on In
open violation of “law.”

LA

In the three cornered fight now go-
ing on in soclety, the two revolution-
ary classes have thrown aside the old
Middle Class government—owing to
a lack of organization, the Working
Class hasn't repudiated it to the ex-
tent that the Capitalist Class has—and
settle their quarrels between them-
selves and the reactionary class, the
Middle’ Class, buffeted from plllar to
post, and gradually being sq d to
death * between the upper and the
nether mlillstone, can only defend
itself with its old obsolete weapon—
Government, which its real enemy, the
Capitalist Class ignores.

The Middle Class can't understand
this phenomenom of a few men
handlling its government and proposes
to cleanse the temple of the money
changers by electing “good” and “hon-
est” men into office, who will make
their good “ship of state” answer the
helm as she used to. In order to se-
cure as many of these virtuous para-
gons who are exempt from the first
law of nature, the Working Class is

Ing of. noses made as never occurred

before,

Herein lies the chlef fault of Dr.
Titus' article. He seems to think such
reactionary program can be .effective
in checking economic development.

The key to the situation does not
lle. with the workers. It is not a
working class fight and the workers
will never take any very serious part
in it. They will probably use the Mid-
dle Class weapon—the weak and in-
effective ballot—in this Middle Class
fight but it is extremely unlikely that
they will ever fight another's battles
with real Working Class weapons that
are revolutionary such as the strike,
sabotage, ete, Far from being an

also to be lined up and such a count-|'

to the neglect of their revolutionary
economic organizations. These latter,
however, can never die, tho their im-
mediate development may be serious-
ly interfered with, because while the
workers are flirting with the oeduc-
tive and barren ballot, they will be
forced to retain some sort of bread
and butter organization, ‘or accept a
greatly lowered standard of llving.
e s 's

‘When the ineffectiveness of the bal-
lot has finally been demonstrated so
clearly that even the ‘workers can
see it, then they will repudiate it
entirely, and adopt Working Class
tactics, even as the tendency seems to
be in the vanguard of the labor move-
ment of Europe. This will be the
death blow to the already sadly
weakened Middle Class and the open-
ing of the real “direct action” fight
between the Capitalist Class und the
Working Class. For the first time in
capitalist history the issue will be
clear and then the Revolution will be
at hand,

Thus it will be seen that the Mid-
dle Class can look for no real aid from
the Working Class. Tho the latter
will undoubtedly vote as the former
directs, the combined vote will be just
as easily Ignored as the majority vote
of today. The Working Class will
have its direct action tactics to turn
to after learning this lesson, but the
Middle Class must go down and out
owing to Inablility to develop effective
weapons of offense and defense.

L] L

Harry, I think yca fellows should
get next to the baliot—its on the bum
entirely. I don’t propose to know a
great deal about direct action but at
present writing, I am on my way to
a country where I should learn a little
namely, France.

But I have made this letter so long
that 1 have left no room for news. I'll
write you occaslonally, however, and
give you what little news there |is
when I get settled,

Yours for the Working Class,

Per the 1. W. W,,
WM. “Z2.” FOSTER.

of him.

short time; and his character and
by these conditions,

THE PROLETARIAN

By Friedrich Engels

“Far more demoralizing than even poverty in its influence upon
the workingman, is the insecurity of his position, the necessity of living
upon wages from hand to mouth,, that in short which makes a proletarian

“The smaller peasants are usually poor and often suffer want, but
they are less at the mercy of acoldent; they have at least something
secure. The proletarian, who has nothing but his two hands, who con-
sumes today what he earned yeiterdu, who is subject. to every possible
«chance, and has not the slightest guarantee for being able to earn the
barest necessities of life, whom every crisis, every whim of his em-
ployer may deprive of bread, this proletarian is placed in the most re-
volting, inhuman position concetvable for a human being.

“The slave is assured of a bare’ livellhood by the self-interest of
his master, the serf has at least a scrap of land on which to live; each
has, at worst, a guarantee for life itself. But the proletarian must
depend upon himself alone, and is yet prevented from so0 applying his
abilities as to be able to rely upon them. :

“Everything that the proletarian can do to improve his position is
but a drop in' the ocean compared with the floods of varying chances to
which he i{s exposed, over which he has not the slightest control.
is the passive subject of all possible combinations of circumstances, and
must count himself fortunate when he has saved his life even for a

“Bither he seeks to keep his head above water in this whirlpool, to
rescue his manhood, and this he can do solely In rebellion against the
class which plunders him and then abandons him to his fate, which
strives to hold him in this position so ‘demoralizing to & human belng;
‘or he gives up the struggle against his fate as hopeless, and strives to
profit, 5o far as he can, by the most favorable moment. !

“To save is unavailing, for at the utmost he cannot save more than
suffices to sustaln life for a short time, while if he falls out ol work,
it is for no brief period.. To sccumulate lasting property for himself
is impossible; and, if it were not, he would only cease to b.o a working-
man, and another would'take: his place. What batter thing can he do,
then, when he gets high wages, than live well upon them?

, “The bourgeoisie is violently scandalized at the extravagant living
of the workers when the wages are high; yet it is not only very natu-
ral but very sensible of them to enjoy life when they can, Instead of
laying up treasures which are of no lasting use to them, and which in
the end moth and rust (that is, the bourgeoisie) get possession of."——
From “Condition of the Working Class in England in 1844," three years
before Engels and Mark together wrote the “Communist Manifesto.”

He,

way of living are naturally shaped

as Love is the keynote of J
produced and reproduced in coutinurus cycle from Unpald Labor. Ac-
Marx, when & man is pald his wages, a surplus product of his
above his wages, is withheld from him by his employer with:
compensation, taken from the wage-worker for nothing. In simplest
are pald Two Dollars for your day's work, your employer retains
for himself out of your day's product equal to another Two Dollars,

or less. This Surplus Product, this Unpaid Labor of the immense
number of Proletarians, or Wage-Workers, is the very source and secret of

Get

Another

Workingman
to

Subscribe

Capitalist accumulation. H is the real confiscation, the real robbery,
compared with which all so-called graft and thievery and corruption
are the merest drops in the bucket. In fact, all these other forms of graft
are only subdivisions of this one original graft.
. o 9 . e

All that seems simple enough. There is ‘nothing mysterious or recon-
dite, profound, philosophical, learned, in that plain proposition, that the
surplus a laborer produces above his wages is captured by his employer with-
out the payment of a cent. That is indeed the very proposition which every
wage worker will understand most naturally, For it is ‘more and more of his
product, higher wages and less hours of labor, that every worker is con-
cerned to get, and that all Unlons fight to obtain. Unconsclous of the Great
Economic Fact that Marx wrote his masterplece to elucidate, and which he
spent his life to get the Working Class to understand, the Working Class
itself has organized its industrial armies to attack this Citadel of Capital.
In truth, there is no better confirmation of the Marxian econome analysis
of soclety, than this sgreement of his theory with the actual development
of the Proletarian tactics. 7
- b : ® 8
Why, then, is not this Prime Economic Fact, whith is the pivot of all
the sclentific achievement of Karl Marx, pushed to the front by his pro-
fessed followers? Why, for Instance, in the Platform of the Socialist Party
of the U. 8. In 1904, was there only a single reference to the fact of Unpald
Labor, and this reference dragged in as a subordinate clause, “above its sub-
sistence wage”? And it may be said here, that this clause was only inserted
at the instance of the writer of the present editorial. The omission of the
whole fundamental Theory of Socialism was entirely and quite unconsciously
overlooked by all the rest of the Platform Committee, consisting of such
representative Socialists as Debs, Mailly, Herron, Hillquitt and Berger. Pre-
cisely as an Ecclesiastical Conference or Synod wili pass through a week’s
sessions and omit all reference to the Essentialness of Love to the Christian
Community, so the Conventions of political Socialists gather and debate and
sdjourn without once mentioning the foundation principle of Proletarian
Emancipation, namely, the Abolition of Unpald Labor.

¢ °

We call this the Eclipse of Marx, as we might call the practice of the
modern church the Eclipse of Jesus. Of course the reason the church
ignores Jesus and his ethics is that the theory of non-resistance can not be
practiced in modern soclety without killing that soclety; the two are incom-
patible. The same reason holds for the Soclalist Parties, who hide Marx in
their own shadow. For, to bring forward the Fact of Unpaid Labor, and to
make the battle rage around that Fact of Facts, would be incompatible with
the interests of the Middle Class which composes the active majority of
the modern Socialist organizations. Such a battle would rily be a
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Wage Warkers’ battle; for the Middle Class, including Business Men and
Farmers, are not robbed as Producers, but as Consumers. The Wage Cilass
never even gets its hands on its own product, but passes it in the very process
of production into the possession of the Capitalist employer. Marx knew
all this perfectly, and therefore he had no time to spend on any but the
Proletarian Class. All other classes may be disregarded in comparison with
this Class of Wage Workers, particularly in view of its recent amazing
growth in number and keenness,

No political organization dares to take the Marxian position. Therefore
we are saying in another article this week that, until a Wage Workers'
Party appears, there is nothing for Proletarians to do but to join such Prole-
tarian bodles as already exist, to fight with them for such temporary advan-
tages as are obtainable from the Capitalist Class at present, and more espe-
clally to force to the front of the battie-line that tremendous issue, The Abo-
litlon of Unpaid Labor, the Total Abolition of Unpaid Labor.

Thus, too, will Karl Marx come into his own and no longer be betrayed
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Dr. Titus, on account of impaired
health, has removed his office to a
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ing special attention to Diseases of
Women. Hours, 1 to 6 p. m. dally.
Take Bellevue-Summit car on Sec-
ond avenue or Plke street; get off

at Mercer street, and walk one
block down hill; 10 minutes ride
from Pike street and Second ave.
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The Eclipse of Marx

The modern Christian declares Jesus his master and model, yet in

ignores the ethics of Jesus. The modern Soclalist accepts Marx ss
Master, but ignores the central teaching of Marx., -

it did not need Tolstol to show,
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* Convention Notes

+ Continned from Page One

decision to endorse no outside candi-
.gam. It was polnted out by one
speaker that those elected on the Re-
publican ticket, even if they were
miners, would be responsible to the
the Capitalist Republican Party and
not to the Labor Party of Labor.

Bricklayer De Long became the per-
mament chairman, a fitting tribute to
the Bricklayers' Unfon for having in-i
ftiated this party.

Then a committee of nine on Plat-
form was elected, not appointed.
Free nominations were made from the
floor and them a ballot was taken-—
in marked contrast to the cut and
dried ways of old party conventions.

When the naming of candidates be-
gan,' another part of the Organiza-
tion Committee’'s report came to the
Jront, namely, that “all ‘candidates
‘must be bona fide workingmen.” Look
over the list of those selected, as
printed elsewhere in this paper, and
notice their occupations. They are
all true blue Proletarians, When it
was debated whether to name a can-
didate for Prosecuting Attorney, the
distinet disposition cropped out
lect A man in otle of the Trades who
had once been a practicing lawyer,
rather than a lawyer now practicing
who had once been a wage worker.

The declination of several men who
have been most active in orunmns
the Labor Party was a promident
episode in the proceedings. Both
Lowe, of the Palnters, and Pike, of
the Bricklayers, insisted on refusing
to accept any nomination, for fear
critics would be able to discredit the
new party by saying, “O, they're all
out for office: that's all they have
organized a Labor -Party for.”

Fred Plke declared in determined
tones, “We. want to show these people
that men can work for this party and
not be “out for office.”

A. G. Brown, of the Carpenters
and Business Agent Doyle, of the
Centrai Rody, were others who as-
sumed this attitude. But these two
were forced by the overwhelming voice
of the Convention to take their nomin-
‘ations. In fact, as was well sald by
Glersch of the Barbers: “That prin-
ciple would 1orce this convention to
put forward as'its standard bearers
only those men who had shown the
least interest in the movement and
to select for the most representative
and responsible elective offices those
whom we know the least about.” It
would also enable the enemies of the
wmovement to cripple it beforehand by
bringing false and suspiclous charges
agalnst the best men in the party,

Another straw was the turning down
of Kilduff the fighting ewitchman,
who was almost elected to the City
Council last Spring on the United
Labor Party ticket. He had also
made himself popular by denouncing
an attempt to bribe him in the fight
for U. S. Senator. But when some
delegates seemed to favor his nomin-
ation for the legislature in the 42nd
District, it was the end of Kilduff
when Lowe and Mitchell, amid ap-
plause, declared that he was & member
of the North End’ Rowbucn Club.

.——-

ward showed its appreciation of a
faithful and fearless worker by mak-
ing Downie chairman of the Campaign
Committee,

One other imporiant matter divid-
ed the eonvention, the question wheth-
er to put up a full ticket or to con-
fiue their nominations to the Jegisla-
tive positions. Here too, Ault and
Downle urged the most advanced and
uncompromising attitude, but were
putvoted, The main argument against
the full ticket was the expense en-
tailed by the Primary Law, as it would
cost some $300 extra to have the other
offices printed on the election bal-
lots. The strongest argument against
the incomplete ticket was not men-
tioned, except by Mitchell as an argu-
ment in favor, namely, that the vacan-
cles afford a big chance for trading
votes. It will present a strong tempta-
tion for the Wage Workers to vote
for some Capitalist candidate whose
friends will agree to vote for the Labor
candidate in return for a like favor.
In fact, Mitchell said in so many
words, “We shall have a chance to
‘play politics,’ a little as well as the
other fellows.” The present reporter
asked Business Agent Doyle how a
man should vote on these vacant of-

o | fices, where the Labor Party put up

no candidates. He replied, “Don't
vote at all.” That is correct, but if
Bob Hodge's Republican friends are
willing to vote for Paul Mohr, an em-
ployee of Hodge, and the Labor Party
candidate for the State Senate in the
334 District, will Mohr's Labor Party
friends refraln from returning the
fayor by voting for the Republican
Party candidate for Sheriff, who him-
self was once a miner, though now
responsible to a Capitalist Party alone
and having no affiliation with the poli-
tical efforts of Labor for Labor?

It was a bit astonishing to find some
of the delegates actually opposed to
equal suffrage for women, and very as-
tonishing to hear one of them oppose
it on the ground that nine out of ten
of the ‘women were too ignorant and
bigoted, like the blacks of the South.
Lucky for that delegate that only one
woman was there to hear that remark.
Nevertheless the Convention went on
record: “We favor Votes for Women.

i .« o »

It was a businesslike Convention
throughout. No flowerr speeches Not
a speech over five minutes long. The
Chairman was arbitrary at times, but
he was working in the interest of
speed and business. Adjournment was
had at 8:30 and only an hour was
wasted on supper. A recess was
at 5 o'clock and at 6 the d e
were at it again. If they d the
same spirit. of activity in"the cam-
paign, the old parties may see the
biggest nurpﬁu of their lives.. This
1s a kind of Insurgency worth a thous-
and times the kind that goes by that
name, It makes not & cent’'s worth of
difference to the Working Class that
Poindexter is elected as U. 8. Bena-
tor. He will not lessen Unpald Labor.
He will never do a jot to put Capital
and Wage Robbery out of business.
He will be a8 mum in the U, 8. Sen-
ate on the great issue of Labor versus
Caplmulumlnhhhulpuch
in Seattle, in the Dreamland Rink, be-
fore an immense andience, where he
spoke not one little word to or for

Your vote In needed {f Washington
is to be a Labor governed state, If
there ever was a time when the vote
of every class consclous wage worker
was needed In the Washington politi-
cal contest that time will be during

Every moneyed Interest engaged in
robbing the wage workers of Wash-
ington is exerting its influence for the
success not only of Judge Butbke and
the standpat congressional candidates,
but for the election of Poindexter and
all ‘the discontented middle class in-
surgents as well. Scores, yes, hun-
dreds of hired political workers will
be at work getting out the purchasable
vote, the dishonest vote, the indif-
ferent vote and the deluded vote, If
money and crooked political methods
can win an election In Washington
it will win the coming election for
the capitalist stand patters and middle
class insurgents,

VOTE.

If the Industrious working man stays
at home the political tools of the
master class will have double in-
fluence at the polls. If the honest
worker stays at home—the political
scab will sell his vote and in effect
cast two ballots for the candidates of
the moneyed Interests.

If the wage worker with a home and
family stays at home the home-de-
stroying system will have another
election to its credit.

VOTE.

There is a conspiracy in great bus-
iness circles, a conspiracy which con-
trols congress and the United States
senate—to destroy the interests af
Labor of this state and of the Na-
tion. The tools, hirelings and sup-
porters of this conspiracy are in every
community. They are sleeplessly
alert and vigilant. They own or con-
trol every job In the country,

The men and interests in this con-
spiracy are asking the endorsement of |.
the wage workers of Washington for
their tools and creatures (the sup-
porters of Aldrich and Cannon, T, R.
and the insurgents). All of them stand
in the path of the advancement of
Labor. :

VOTE.

The eyes of the nation will be on
the state of Washington. The reports
of this election will be either a humi-
lating admission of the producing
class or their defl of the ted
order of robbery and oppression.

The story of the coming election
will carry comfort to the exploiters
of Labor or it will Inspire courdge in
the hearts of the great army of wage
workers all over the world.

VOTE.

Only a big vote from the workshops
will batten down the intrenchments
'of capital and annihilate that powerful

ne — the present government,
Ananced from Wall street for the sole
urpose of protecting the monled in-
est.
&\vu profitable for the monled in-

terests to hire workers and buy votes

Asiatic Exclusion.

WHEREAS Attempts are constant-
ly belng made to flood the Pacific
th cheap OrIenul coolie labor
er to force the standard of liv-
of white workingmen down to the
vel of that of Asiatic coolies and thus
lowarinx the general standard of liv-
ing of all labor, and

WHEREAS the intermingling of the
two races in country would prac-
tically mean the extermination of the
white race, because of the overwhelm-
;n:’:umben of the Asiatics; therefore

RESOLVED That the Labor Party
of King Co., Wash,, in convention as-
sembled, places itself on record as be-
ing unsalterably opposed to the im-

of Asiatics and in favor of

the strictest excluslon measures pos-
sible and pledges any and all of its
candidates, wherever and whenever
elected, to -introduce and work for
such measures, and be it further

RESOLVED That coples of these
resolutions be forwarded to all cen-
tral bodles in thll state, Oregon and
California.

—

FAKE NEWS.

WHEREAS Chambers of Commerce
and other commerclal bodles have in
the past shown great activity in ad-
vertlsing scarcity of Lobar in varlous
parts of the country, especially on the
Pacific Coast and In Alaska, when
there has, In fact, been an over sup-
ply of Labor, thus creating great mis-
ery and suyffering among workingmen

WHEREAS This portion of the law
actually gives an advantage to politl-
cal parties organized

abridgment and restriction of the
::hu of American w.lun., therefore

RESOLVED That the abor Party
in convention assembled, unqualifiedly
condemns the filing fee provision of
the primary law, and pledges its can-
didates to introduce and work for
legislation to revoke this provision,
and be it further

RESOLVED That these resolutions
be forwarded to all contral bodies in
this state, Oregon and California.

Asiatics on R. R,

WHEREAS The Rallroads in all of
the Paclific Coast States largely em-
ploy Asiatics who are unable to speak
or understand the English language,
thus endangering the life and limb of
the traveling public; therefore be It

RESOLVED That the Labor Party
in convention assembled, demands
that all rallroad employees must be
American citizens or men who have
declared their intentions of becoming
such, and pledges {ts candidates to
introduce and support laws which wilk
bring about this condition, and be it
further

RESOLVED That copies of these
resolutions be forwarded to all cen-
tral bodies in the Pacific Coast States.

Respectfully submitted,

Campaign Secretary.

AULT’S JUNK

A large part of the proceeds of the
souvenir program for Labor Day, is-
sued by the Central Labor Council of
this city, was from the advertising of
aspiring old party politicians, who de-
sired to in this. manner “capture the
iabor vote” 4In addition to being
eminently fitting, it Is  surely the
“lrony of fate” or *‘poetic justice” or
something like that, to have the same
Central Labor Council turn over the
profits from the undertaking to the
campaign fund of the Labor Party
for the purpose of fighting these same
candidates in thq campalgn. Oh! no,
dearle, no one was stung!

. @

Along thll,ume line were the ef-
forts of Riley, of the Building Labor
er's Unlon, who approached all the
candidates present at the Labor Day
pienie with a hearty Invitation to
“poney up” to.the Labor Party cam-
palgn "fund. When met with the re-
mark that it was hardly fair to expect
them to put up money to assist in
their own defeat, Riley said: “It's
about time you,were putting up some-
thing for.us, .We have been giving
you the whole thing for so long that
it's time for you to give us a little
something for ourselves. Turn about
is only fair play.” And they “came
through,”..at the. . rate or a dollar
a plece. . VI
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Werkingmen in the city—and In fact
all over the state—should take notice
of the strike of the Seattle Bakers’
Unlon against the Golden West Bak-
ery. 'This company handles the
“Tjuster Brown,” “Table Queen,”
“Butternut,” and “Robey’s Blue Rib-
bon” brands of .bread, all of which
are extensively sold in the city and
surrounding towns, -though not nearly

to an election which will bl
em to continue the present system
of exploitation, then how much more
profitable is it for the workers who
are being even more hopelessly robbed
to turn out voluntarily and veto a
continyance of the plllage?

VOTE,

The Working Women and wives of
Woirking Men of Washington can play
i most {mpdrtant part in the coming
eiection. With Middle Class women
everywhere asking for the ballot for
all women—they can in many In-
stances begin to exercise the power
of the franchise at this election, Every
woman who sends & man to the polls
who otherwise would not go will add
that much precaution against defeat
for Labor, Every woman who grasps
the situation and realizes that she and
her clags are producing all and get-
ting & bare subsistence and who uses
that intelligence in helping some man
to see the necessity of voting only for
those candidates who are sworn to
represent Labor uncompromisingly is
&n uitimate stop to the present mode

| of production and distribution—and

toward making life in its fullest—pos-| -

ltbbmmehnmnndmlrchnd-

80 ex ively as before the beginning
of the strike, This is one of the eas-
fest and best ways to help your fellow
workingman to make a decent llving
and showld bq embraced at every op-
portunity by every wage worker, Re-
fuse to buy the product of this unfalr
firm. Go further, Refuse to buy from
the retail dealer who handles the stuff,
and the bakers' dtrike will soon be
a thing of the past, with the bakers
victors.. And, just incidentally, I want
to remark that the Bakers' Union, in-
ternationally, is one of the most pro-
gressive unlons'in the American Labor
movement and, should be exceptionally
well supported for that reason
L B )

And while on this strike toplc, 1
mttoremhﬂyouuutthol G.
Fox Co., bottlers of pop and soda
water, are unfalr to organized labor.
They refuse to hire union bottlers or
drivers. They come under the jurls-
diction of the International Union of
United Brewery Workmen—probably
the best organized and most progres-
sive unifon in the United States.
‘When you buy bottled soft drinks see
that the name Fox is not on the label.
'nen are plenty of others,

'}-..‘

. At the Central Labor Council to-
night (wumm ); C. E. Btead, or

struggle on the part of the manufac-
turers’ assoclation to put all the unions
out of business—the banks refused to
advance money to the Stirrett-Thomp-
son Co, contractors, who had just
contracted with the unions to put up
& fourteen-story bullding with union
labor exclusively. As an answer to
this every union man, and every union,
having money on deposit in the banks,
withdrew it from the banks and took
it to Sterrett & Thompson and told
them to go ahead. The next day the
banks asked permission’to advance the
money and the contractors told them
to go to a warm climate in the sub-
urbs. Another method ' of harassing
the enemy was for a bunch of union
men of 16 or 20 to get on a street car
and each present a dollar for change.
The conductors only carried about $56
change, so flve med would pay their
fares and the rest would ride free. In
addition they. were drawing all the
small change out of circulation and
had the small business men howling
their heads off for dimes, nickels and
quarters. Mr. Stead himself brought
in the neighborhood of $50 in small
change to Seattle in order to help show
the business men of Portland the
power of organized labor in the mat-
ter of money as well as work.

One point Mr, Stead made that was
particularly good was this: In the
course of his remarks he sald: “My
wife has the unfair list of the city of
Portland pasted on the wall near her
kitchen stove, where she can consult
it at any time of the day, and she
doesn’t spent any of my good union
money at any of the stores on that list,
If she did, I wouldn't have her for a
wife, And I want to tefl you boys who
are not yet married to educate your

sweethearts along these same lines|

and  fmpress on them the fact that
when they support unlon labor, they
are helping you. And if they won’t do
that, drop them, for Ahey will be
more harm to you than good, if you
should marry them "

In connection with the interesting
{nformation about the Seattle Electric
Co., and its subsidiary corporations
given in another part of the paper,
the following notice, also posted on
the bulletin board of the Seattle-Ta-
coma Interurban Rallway, must be a
sweet morsel to those men who are
affected by orders similar to that Con-
ductor Luce got:

“Tacoma, August 23, 1910. All Em-
ployees: Permit me to thank you for
the beautiful souvenir of your kind re-
gard. I will ever treasure it with kind
thoughts for yon all. D. B, Rose, T.
M

P. 8—The spelling I1s all the T.
M’'s

As you will see in another part of
this paper, 1 have been pominated
for the legislature or the Labor Party
ticket in the 45th District, probably
the most exclusively working class dis-

|trict in the city. While I have no

deslre for public office I feel that there
is an opmmy in case otom

='VALUE OF COMMODITIES

—

—~THREE SUB-DIVISIONS

Summary of Marxian Economics by Marx
Hnnself—Wntten in Last Years of His
Life—To be Read One Hundred Times

“The process of production ends in a commodity. The fact that labor-
power has been expended in Its creation now is manifest in its attribute of
value; the magnitude of this value Is measured by the quantity of labor
expended In it; the value of a commodity resolves itself into nothing else and
is not composed of anything else. If I have drawn a straight line of definite
length, I have ‘produced’ a straight line (true, only symbolically, as 1 know
beforehand) by means of a certain mode of drawing which is determined by *
certain laws independent of myself. If I divide this line into three sections
(which may correspond to a certaln problem), every one of these sections
remains a straight line, and the entire line, whose sections they are, does not
resolve itself, by this division, into anything different from a straight llnq‘ for
Instance, a-curve of some kind. Neither can I divide & line of a given wagni-
tude In such a way, that the sum of its divisions is greater than the undivided
line Hself; hence the magnitude of the undivided line fs not determined by
any arbitrary division of its parts. Vice versa, the relative magnitudes of
these divisions are limited from the outset by the size of the line whose
parts they are,

“A commodity produced by a capitalist does not differ in itself from
that produced by an independent luborer, or by a laboring commune, or by
slaves, But in the present case, the entire product of labor as well as its
value belong to the capitalist. Like every other producer, he has to convert
his commodity by sale into money, before he can manipulate it further; he
must convert it into the form of the universal equivalent,

“Let us look at the product in commodities before it Is converted into
money. It belongs wholly to the capitalist. On the other hand, as a useful
product of Labor, a use-value, it is entirely the product of one past
labor-process, Not so its value. One portion of this value is but the value of
appearing In a new form; this value has not been produced ddring the
process of production of this commodity; for the means of production pos-
sessed this value before this process of production, independently of it; they
entered into this process as the bearers of their value; it is only the external
form of this value which has been renewed and changed. This portion of the
value of the commodity serves the capitalist as an equivalent of the constant
value of the capital advanced by him and consumed in the process of produc-
tion of the commodity. As soon as this commodity has been turned into
money, the value then existing in the form of money must be reconverted
into means of production, into its original form determined by the process of
production and its function in it. Nothing+is altered in the character of the
value of a commodity by the function of this value as capital.

“A second portion of the value of a commodity is the value of the labor-
power which the wage-worker sells to the capitalist. It is determined, the
same as that of the means of production, independently of the process of pro-
duction into which labor-power i8 to entbr, and it is fixed in a transaction of
the circulation, the purchase and sale of labor-power, before it goes to the
process of production. By means of his function—the expenditure of labor-
power—the wage-laborer produces a value of the commodity equal to the value
which the capitalist has to pay him for the use of his labor power. He gives
this value to the capitalist in commodities, and is pald for it in money. The
fact that thig portion of the value of commodities is for the capitalist but an
equivalent for the capital which he has to advance in wages does not alter
in any way the truth that it is a value of commodities newly created during
the process of production and consisting of nothing but past expenditure of
labor, the same as the surplus value. Neither is this truth affected by the
fact that the value paid by the capitalist to the laborer assumes the form
of a revenue for the laborer, and that not only labor-power is continually
reproduced thereby, but also the class of wage-laborers itself, and thus the
basis of the entire capitalist production.

“However, the sum of these two portions of value does not constitute all
there is to the value of dities. There re an over both of
them, the surplus value. This, like that portion of value which reproduces
the variable capital advanced in wages, is a value newly created by the
laborer during the process of production—materialized labor, BUT IT DOES
NOT COST THE OWNER OF THE ENTIRE PRODUCT, THE CAPITALIST,
ANYTHING. This circumsstance permits the capitalist to consume the sur
plus value entirely as his revenue, uniess he has to give up some portions of
it to other claimants—such as ground rent to land owners, in which case, such
portions constitute a revenue of third persons. This same circumstance was
also the compelling motive, which induced the capitalist to engage in the first
place in the manufacture of commodities. But neither his original benevol
ent intention of securing some surplus- value, nor its subsequent expendi-
ture as revenue, by him or others, affect the surplus-value as such. THEY DO
NOT IMPAIR THE FACT THAT IT I8 COAGULATED, UNPAID LABOR,
nor the magnitude of this surplus-value, things which are determined by en-
tirely different conditions.”—From Karl Marx's “Capital,” Vol. II, Untermann’s
Translation, pages 446-448; written probably about '1880, some three years
before the author’'s death, and therefore representing his most matured thought.
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