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how do you account for contrasts such as this, Mr. Gompers?

THE

RAT

A True Story of a Thief

and the Chance He Had

By THURSTON WELTON

(It 18 a known fact, among those
whose work takes them to the many
New York police precinct stations, that
In the secrecy of the back room and
in the cells many brutalities are prac-
ticed. The list of fractured skulls
caused by the police, and entered in
the records as drunks, etc., will never
be known. The incidents and facts
used in this story have, for the most
part, been-drawn from my OWn per
sonal experiences as an ambulance
surgeon in New York—T. 8. Welton,
M. D.

He was known to the police as the
Rat. He had several allases, but his
real Christian and surnames had never
been put into the records. His home
was likewise a mystery. The Rat
never told. Headquarters knew that
he had served two terms “up the
river.” ol

His pals called him a dip, because
he could lift a watch or a wallet from

an Inner pocket with marvelous
him a bum. A bum is an individual

Rat, a small, thin, long-fingered,
hawk-nosed, pig-eyed thief.

it was one of those evenings re-
ferred to'in the morning papers as
“the coldest night since December 27,
1872 A wind drove the fine snow
Into the late-comer’s face, making the
flesh sting as if plerced by so many
white-hot needles. The Rat wandered
down the deserted street, shivering
and chilled to the marrow.

He came to a midnight mission,
which he entered. There he could
thaw out and catch a few winks of
sleep. I do not know the reasons, but
when he again sought the street he
had decided to live differently, to
work, to be decent. Perhaps he would

men. It showed, however, that the
Rat had a small bit of & heart.

; Not having the tercents with which
to procure & night's lodging In a filthy,

¢, he sought out a corner
 threw b sl

T

stimulated with a good “three fingers”
at the family entrance of a saloon, “in
right” with those higher up. Like
most young “cops,” he was out to
make a record, and earn & star or two
for bravery. He saw the form of the
sleeping man, and, going over to him,
rapped the soles of his feet with a
welghted nightstick.

The Rat, partly because of his pre-
vious environment, and partly from
surprise, for it s not a soothing sensa-
tion to have one’s half-frozen feet
flayed, was up in a second with his
fists closed.

In the dim Hght Burns saw and rec-
ognized his features. With a howl of
delight, he slashed his nightstick
across the side of the Rat's jaw. “Hit
a thief first, talk afterward” is a
slogan of the department. Ask the
officer on your beat and he will tell
you.

Five minutes later Doctor Adams,
ambulance surgeon of the Charity
Hospital, turned in his bed, and took
up the telephone receiver of the police
wire, which was on a stand within
reach.

“Hello, Charity Hospital,” asked the
desk man at headquarters,

_ "Yesa. This you, Pete!” Doctor Ad-
ams answered..

“Say, Doc, beat it to the 700th Pre-
cinct. They've got a tough guy down
there who needs fixin’ up.”

Doctor Adams was what is commonly
termed a good fellow. He came from
a good family, his mother was an ar
dent church worker, sister did settie-
ment wnrk, and the nurses sald that

of his

.| *“Wanted” for various reasons, and of

.| Ing fallen into & comatose state, never
moved. This caused great disappoint-
ment, and, cursing their luck, the offi-
cers returned to the 'back room, re-
sumed their games, and Doctor Adams,
bag In hand, went out into the night,

he was “awfully kind" S0 you see he|

greeted the lieutenant with a “rotten
night,” and made his way to the
“back room.'” -

Do you know about the back room, a
feature of every New York station
house? It is usually situated on the
ground floor, in the rear, next to the
cells. There the patrolmen and those
on reserve duty loiter, read, smoke,
and play thelir favorite game, domi-
npes. Surely mild men with simple
pastimes. One part of the walls of this
room is devoted to circulars with plc-
tures and descriptions of people

“Deserters from the Army.” On
hooks along the rest of the walls hang
the belts, clubs, and uniforms of the
men.

In this room ambulance surgeons
perform their professional duties, and
gaze, wtihout bHnking, at the seamy
side of life,

The Rat sat huddied on a chalr, his
face red with blood. Some eleven
guardians of the commonwealth stood
about in their shirt sleeves.

Doctor Adams opened his bag, and
asked for a basin of warm water.

“Got a tough guy here, Doc,” said
one of the bystanders. “Been up
twice.”

“Oh,"” sald Adams, “we can eat these
wise members alive. Say, you bum,
keep your head on the side or I'll put
a swift one on your eve."

The Rat was dased and little heeded
the words of the worthy medico. So
the kind-kearted disciple of Aescula-
plus shoved the Rat's head back, hit-
ting it against the wall with a thud.

A knife of pain shot through the
Rat's brain; he felt a sensation of
choking, and saw the flickering gas-
light far away through blood-dimmed
eyes. He did not reason the why; he
only knew he suffered, that he wanted
air, that he was dungry. So he tried
to rise from the chalr,

To attempt to change a position
when one¢ 80 placed by the police and
an ambulapce surgeon is one of the
worst of crimes. The letter and spirit
of an unwritten law is broken and
trampled in the dust.

“Look out, he may have a knife hid,”
cried the doorman,

Three “cops” rushed forward, but
Adams dropped his needle and silk-
worm gut, and, with a yell, hit the Rat
on the point of the chin.

“Put him aawy that time,” laughed
the surgeon.

Then the doctor finished his work
It {8 much easler to suture deep lac-
erations when the patient i{s uncon-
sclous.

After it-was over they lighted thelr
cigars and clay plpes, and showed
their empty vanity by praising thelr
valorous deed.

“Guess I'd better make him breathe
a little ammonia,’ sald Adams. “He is
still out.”

In & few minutes the Rat was able
to crawl to a cell, assisted by the
jaller, who dragged him by the collar.
After belng thrown, for no other word
can describe it, into & cell, Burns, the
ambitious officer, went in and dealt
him an ugly blow for good measure.

Perhaps you are also unfamiliar with
the cells attached to the precinct
houses. They are about three by
seven feet in size, On the floor slats
run longitudinally, as in a horse’s
stall. Nothing else is there to disturb
the mental attitude of the Inmate.
Once in a great while the cells are
cleansed, but usually they swarm with
vermin, It was in one of these living
hells the Rat was to spend the night.

Doctor Adams was in the lleuten-
ant’s room, washing his hands, when
Patrolman Schmidt put in his head,
and in an expectant volce asked,
“Think he can stand the water cure,
Doc?”

“Sure thing,” replied Adams. “Walt
for me. I want 0 see the show.”

Five large-rized palls of cold water
were carried to the lock-up room. Then
all hands assembled.

“Here's where you get the bath of
your life, you rummy,” one laughed.

With grest glee, pail by pail the
contents went through the bars, soak-
ing the Rat to the skin. The Rat, bav-

“Dead?” asked the lleutenant, with
a frown, g

“Cold,” answered Adams, with a
wave of the hand. i

“Say, Charley,” from the lleutenant,

“fix up that report. Make it a fight |

Some unknown trimmed the bum.
SBend me Smith and O'Brien. I'll de-
tall them to investigate, That covers
us. ' That guy was & hard proposition,
gl right” "

“It's & coroner's case now,” sald
Adams, lighting a clgarette. “If he
starts a rumpus let me know about it.
I can fix it up for you. S'long.”

The next afternoon’s editions gave a
few lines to the incldent. They sald
that the Rat, a notorious crook, got
into a fight with one cof his former pals,
that the motive was revenge, that the
Rat was brutally beaten, and died four
hours latar. The story wasn't worth
much, as it had very little human in-
terest.

The coroner did not kick up a fuss.
He didn’t even examipe the body, but
accepted the lleutenant’s statements,

‘fand made out a death certificate. As

no one came to claim the Rat’s remalins
he was carted away in the city's black
wagon and burfed in Potter's Field.

The sightseers asked to be ehown
about the place.

“Charley,"” said the lieutenant, “take
these people around, and show and
explain everything—everything.”

In the back room six quiet-looking
men were playing dominoes. They
spoke in subdued tones. The place
was strangely still,

“Dear me! Such nice, peaceful
souls,” exclaimed one of the women

lvisitors.—From “The American” for

March, 1910,
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THE WAITERS' STRIKE IN 8PO-
KANE,

I have listened earnestly for the
past two weeks to hear some preacher
in the church pulpits of Spokane say
at least a few words in behalf of the
men and women employed in the ho-
tels and restaurants of the city, who
are on strike for the principal rea-
son that they want one day's rest in
seven—that is, they want a Sunday in
the week for themselves, instead of
having to stand the grind of labor
every day in the week and year, un-
less illness or some other misfortune
gives them a day off. One of the vital
principles of the church is based on
the assertion that the “Lord made
heaven and earth and all therein in
six days and rested on the seventh”
and all are commanded to rest on the
seventh day and to keep it holy i
they hope to enter the kingdom of
heaven. But not only ls the seven-
day grind racking the bodies of men
and women beyond human endurance,
but according to the teachings of the
church it is robbing them of their
hope In heaven. And yet these “sky
pilots” are siient in the struggle. Here
is a great moral {ssue, which lines up
strictly with the principles of the
church, and yet not one of its mouth
pleces in Spokane has had the courage
to support the striking men and wo-
men and denounce the restaurant em-
ployers who are denying the seventh
day rest. Is this silence and coward-
Ice of the church because it fears
that some of these employers of labor
would quit membership in the church
or stop contributing financial support?
This is the iridictment that labor con-
stantly brings against the church with
all the proof necessary for conviction
in the minds of all honest, thinking
men. The church will soon have to
face about in these Industrial strug-
gles or be damued by its own coward-
fce and hypoerisy. In the meantime,
let every member of organized labor
do all in their power to ald the cooks,
waiters and waltresses to bring vic-
tory to their banner—D. C, C, In Spo-
kone “Labor World.”

The stand of the L. W. W. In this
fight of the Cooks and Walters in
Spokane is to me espuclally commend-
ed. They are whole hoartedly doing
all in their power to advance the in-
terests of the Cooks and Walters, This
Is a new « “the I W. W. and it
makes them show up wetl. E.B. A,

INTERESTED THEM.

“I have heére,” says the inventor to
the capitalists, “two plans for radical
changes in sleeping cars.”

“Yes?” murmur the capitalists,

“This plan Increases the space given
to each passenger and makes the

on | berth much more comfortable by—"

“Can’t consider it." :
“Well, the second plan makes the
car uncomfortable, but it enables it to
carry half as many more passengers,
and——-" i
' “Glve us the complete detalls, with

lestimates of cost."—"Life”

|

AULTS JUNK

My esteemed colleague, Jensen, is:
peeved at the title of this column. He
thinks it should have beeu reserved |
for him, “Jensen's Junk” being more|
alliterative than “Ault's Junk.” The
title Is so descriptive of the subject
matter, however, that 1 have decided
to retain Iit,

The Milwaukee “Social-Democratic
Herald” refers pleasantly to J. G.
Phelps Stokes’ criticism of their re-
cent victory as “The Stokes Incldent”
and under that heading quotes ardent
defense of their position from various
capitalist journals of Milwaukee. "Nuff
sed.

I heard it said .:1 the office that we |
| externals it may seem “revolutionary,”

hud made arrangements to sell all or
any of the books published by Chas.
H. Kerr & Co., at list prices, prepaid.
If you want anything of that kind and
will drop a letter to the business man-
ager 1 am sure you will recelve a
reply Immediately, and if you send
the money you will get the book in
about two weeks. Alsc, it helps to
make things go.

“For the present only-—a book of 180
pages, clearly explaining how things
will be under SoclaHsm, the Golden
Rule Republic—No Utopla—and the
Christian Socialist a whole year for
only 60c. Get your acquaintances to
buy them at once before the offer is
withdrawn.”

From a recent Issue of “The Chris-
tian Soclalist,” one of the strong fac-
tors in the present Socialist Party.
Wouder if the scheme is patented?

All this buncombe that trades union-
ism cannot. accomplish anything—
that its day is passed, and the only
thing to do is vote, or do nothing till
the whole working class is banded to-
gether in one industrial organization,
is being shown up by the New York
Bakers, who are consistently winning
in their strike for better conditions in
the bakeries in that city. More than
1600 new members have been added
to the union since the strike began,
apd more are on the way. If we could
once get this question of working class
organization straight in our Heads we
might be able to accomplish more
than we do. Let us recog.ize that so
long as craft divislons exist in certain

r,luduntries there will be craft unlons

in those industries, and just as soon
as the craft divisions disappear in
whole or in great part the only form
of union!sm possible is industrial un-
fonism. Le the {industrial unionist
work to organize the unorganized un-
skilled worker and forget the skilled
tradesman—Ilet him go his own path
and in time he will come to the in-
dustrial unjonist’s position. The skilled
worker is ceasing to be the dominant
factor in Industry and the unskiiled
worker is taking his place. Let those
of us, then, who are skilled workers,
do what we can in our unlons to pre-
pare our fellows for the coming domi-
nance of the unskilled worker and do
what we can to prevent our organiza-
tions of skilled workers from becom-
ing tools of the capitalist class when

they are most needed by the rest of
the working class.

The Soclalist Party In California
seems to have “progressed” to the
stage where it I8 w be turned over
body, scul and breeches to the middle
class element. Up 1o the present time
there has been a vigorous, If not very
clear, working class gontiment in the
movement there, but with the prob-
able nomination of J, Stitt Wilson for
Governor all hope seems to be lost.
J. Stitt, by the way, has already bor-
rowed a seven-seated automobile from
one of his working class friends at
Pasadena, and taken up a collection
of some more than a hundred dollars
to paint the car red—so that In its

since that word !s becoming respect-
able, And— Oh, yest J. BUtt is go
ing to start a paper in Los Angeles
home of former failures In that line.
And he got 450 subscribers at one
meeting, a la Walter Thomas Mills
will be pleased to see that paper. In
the meantime, trust J. Stitt for gath-
ering in the coin,

That Russian who threw a pot of
| beans at the head of the Crown Prince
|uf Germany the other day and scared
the royal sclon and his party out of
their boots, was surel* a humorist.
For turther proof that we was a hu-
morist one only has to read the fur-
ther dispatches that he pleaded in-
sanity as defense for his “crime.”

By the way, don't you think this
bunch of junk deserves commendation
to the extent of sending In a sub or
two? It takes money to run a paper.

E B. A.

NEXT WEEK -
Article by Jack London

After reading the debate be-
tween L. Stanley and Geo. Arm-
strong in our issue of May 28,
Jack London has sent us an
article showing his exac position
as a Socialist and also interpret-
ing “Martin Eden”, which many
have taken to be his autobio-
graphy. This is a rare treat
and our readers are asked to
give next week's issue as large
a circulation as possible.

Do Not Fail to Get It
NEXT WEEK
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‘ In the various of the wage class with the capitalists, this paper will point out and bring - -
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The immediate aim: of “The Wuﬂgﬂu Paper” is.the same as that of all other really Proletarian organs,
namely: FORMATION OF THE PRO. ARIAT INTO ONE CLASS, OVERTHROW OF BOURGEOIS
SUPREHACY. CONQUEST OF POLITICAL POWER BY THE PROLETARIAT.

Our theoretical conclusions: are in no way based on ideas or principles that have been invented, or discov-
ered, by this or that would-be universal reformer.

These conclusions merely express the actual relations springing from an existing Class Struggle, from an
historical movement going on under our very eyes.

We disdain to conceal our revolutionary views and aims. We openly declare that Proletarian ends can be at-
tained only by the forcible overthrow of all existing social foundations. Let the ruling class ‘remble at a Prole-
tarian Revolution. The Proletarians have nothing to lose but their chains. They have a world to win!

Workingmen of all countries, unitel

To assist in organizing the Wage Slaves of Capital into a union capable of winning such an emancipation, this
papu'wufoundedinlm It has no other policy in 1910.

The Proletarian elements now scattered in A, F. of L., I, W. W,, W. F. of M, 8. P,, 8. L. P,, U. W. W,, and
other bodies, together with multitudes now in the United States, must some time come together as
a UNITED LABOR PARTY. To'that end this paper is devoted.
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present state of unrest and investigation among the Unlon men everywhere,
you can further working class unity to the end of abolishing Capital itself
and its attendant wage slavery.

Patterson’s Cafe

OPEN ALL NIGHT
300 Pike Otreet Pheons, Ind. 4871

What to Do

WALLIN & NORDSTROM

Well Known Shoe Dealers

We buy, sell and You can joln thé L"W. W. too. Why not? It may be there is no other

SOCIahst “‘”’“ k’ Here 15 & letter from one of our oldest and best supporters, Austin|Unlon covering your occupation, as the Loggers, for. example. It may be|| New Location Arcade Buﬂding. 1327 ®acond Avenue.
ot.llk €| Boudreau, of Attleboro, Mass.: “Please find Money Order for Fifty Cents,’ there is no Union at all where you are. Then organize one, even if you do
::lh:::lpuonlformlg; B l to pay up my arrears. Please discontinue sending your paper. Belleve me, |not affiliate with any national body. Get together, even it you do lose your
olub retes, ew.pu. .alc. I am very sorry for this, but I do not like your present policy. Yours with [job for your pains. What are you on earth for, anyway? Just simply to
i wear chains In contentment? By all means get together with your fellow CASH
Raymer’s Old Book Store|Rregret. g y
1532 First Aveoue - - - Seattle We are not recelving very many such letters, not nearly as many as we workers against the Capitalists, wherever you are. If you are a Farm Hand, L . GROCEB

for instance, organize for shorter hours and better beds and better food.
And always educate about your Class Interests, about the Unpald Labor upon
which Capital is built, about the Robbery in Wages, about the Revolution
committed to the Wage Class.

expected. Most of our readers seem to look at our changed policy as the
worker from Minneapolls, quoted last week: “I don't agree with you, but
I want to hear all sides.”

Largest Grocery House in North Seattle.
2388 First Avenue. Phones: Main 1455; Ind X14

. ks -

‘We are not sure what particular position our present correspondent occu-
ples, though we think he is a good Soclalist Party man. We wish he had
{designated his point of disagreement.

Surely, Boudreau does not disagree with this paper In its fight for the
| Bmancipation of the Wage Workers. It always stood for that, when he was
working to get us subscribers in the years we supported the 8. P.

Is it that we want the Wage Workers to emancipate themselves, that

we do mot belleve the Middle Class can emauncipate the Wage Class? This

‘What political party shall you support? That s a much harder question.
For there is at present no Proletarian Political Party in existence. And you
will recollect we cannot advise you to support anything that i{s not Prole-
tarian in its tendencies.

Both the so-called Socialist parties are led by Middle Class people, what-
ever their pretensions. They have practically no following among the wage
class—outside Milwaukee. Think of it. There are Sixteen Milllon Voters

Drugs™s& ™" Drugs

Give us your trade, we will treat you right
Botk Phones, 982 - - Free Delivery

Beginning With Oct. 10 Thers Is Be-

paper always stood for that also; it has consistently opposed all compro-
mises with Capitalist parties and principles. Those who are behind “The

in the U. 8. The two “Soclalist” parties have less than Fifty Thousand
members altogether, and these are constantly dropping out and replaced by
raw recrults, That means there is not one constant Soclalist voter, who

Swift’'s Pharmacy

ing Issued a Sunday Edition of Socialist Party for maintain- i ash
mm ;:::;‘;"m t::w 3 ok lmllt 1;“(.:1; ST betl wr:. Class organi- | 3R be depended om, to every 300 voters in the country. Counting all the Second Avenue and Pike Street - - Seattle, w :
The New York C “ i A .':’l’ fundamentally. It was for this that Walter Thomas Mills votes secured at the last election, they amount to less than 3 per cent. It e

This Sunday paper, for wuch there
has been a strong demand, will con-
tain & complete condensation of the
werk. Belng, therefore, partly of the
pature of & weekly periodl lr.'ﬂl
be able to circulate toonry part of
the Unjon.

There will be full Socialist and
Trade Union news, a full page of Wo-

came to this state and founded a paper to run us out of existence. It was
for our criticism of the “Appeal” nine years ago. because it stood for a
Middle Class program, “Public Ownersbip of Monopolies,” that Wayland
denounced and slandered this paper when it was unknown, using his great
ciroulation in an attempt to kill us off. It is because we have not hesitated
to name names, when they represented Middle Class tendéncies, as Victor
Berger for instance, that we have-incurred the hostility of every one in the
Proletarian Movement who stands for such tendencles. And now that the
Socialist Party has actually ceased to be a Proletarian organization and is
‘making its main appeal to the Middle Class Interests, as in Milwaukee, this

is as nothing, after at least Twenty Years of work. If you reckon the pro-

prtion of enligh d, revolutionary Proletarians to be found in the country,
those who cannot be misled by any temporary, makeshift, Middle Class
political aftempts, whether called “Soclallst,” or “Labor,” or “Democratic,”
why, this number is an exceedingly small per cent.

.
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Yet there is a rising, unformed Class Consclousness pervading the Wage

Class everywhere, which must soon take shape in combined action for politi-

“For Young Folks” ever printed. 1y cal ends, that {s, to get control of the power now lodged in Government. I d d I a d C
l;’NOI will contaln nn;tu &nd articles a’” is ‘:‘;’:‘:::um:m‘ l; ;:'u::wm OF fuak; party; as not fitted Lo be We freely admit we do not see at present any organization along politi- n epen ent unar ) ompany

cal lines worthy of proletarian support. ‘We also admit we cannot see the
force of the oft-asserted maxim that there must be two wings to the wage
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M.. Rol ter, ; class, the Economic and the Political. We cannot see why there should be
vy s 28|  n what does Austin Boudreau, or others Hke him, gisagres with us in |8 double organization of the Proletariat. Corner Roy Street and Taylor Avenue - - Seattle
Very soon be the | this attitude? Would they have us support the Socialist Party, just becausé What 15 needed, !s United Class Action, of whatever kind, for Class
cation of the greatest

E ODlest A et ¢ Taith in thy|he labels himself, Discoverer of the North Pole? as such, and more and more driven, in spite of reactionary leadership, toward
Dz wer and destiny of the people ever It is a great disappolntment to us that the Soclalist Party has failed to|Industrial Unity. Ii supports the I W. W., because, in splte of much irre-
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book | it 1a called Socialist; would they have us call a wolf a sheep because it calis

itself & sheep; would they bave us accept Dr. Cook as a hero, just because

occupy the magnificent battle ground oftered to it. We haye put in nine
years of the hardest kind of work in connection with that party, We have
many of our personal friends in that party, with who mit is hard to dis-
agree. We have not a word of invidious critieism to offer against a single
one of them. But it 1s the province of “The Workingman's Paper” to serve
the Class of Workingmen and not any Individual in that class, however
valued as a friend. It 1s solely because we belleve the Boclalist Party is

oaly, | misleading the Wage Class that we now follow a policy opposed to that party.

or both of these organizations, and to work day and night therein, for the

ends. Therefore, this paper supports all action looking in that direction. It

it s

supports the A, F. of L., b d of Proletarians organized

Ly

sponsible leadership, it is organizing the unskilled workers and is fighting
and exposing the short-sighted selfishness of mere Trades-Unionism.

We esteem it the duty of every wage worker to be a member of one

Union of all wage workers to overthrow Capital itself, that is, to take pos-
session of Capitalistic property in the most practicable way.

BASIS OF THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM
-+ By Friedrich Engels

‘“More and more evident becomes the great. centrai f;nt. that the
* cause of the miserable condition of the working class is to be sought,

Sour-Dough

Agnes Thecla Fair

Author

Now ready for delivery—64 pages, by mail, postpaid

50 Cents

Trustee Printing Co., Box 1908, Seattle, Wash.

‘mot in minor grievances, but in the Capitalist System itself.

‘Thummkernllslothnuuwmhhmmmnum
mh\m m;mmmumwmmm»a
“that sum; but the substance of his contract is, that Le has to work
unthorm'h.. houuweanmmu-muuw. and the value J

Phone Ind. 4788

Dan Halpln. Prop.

City Waffle and Coffee House

Best Workingman's Meal in Town

185 WASHINGTON STREET

‘-Mla‘.w

J. l.ﬂlmﬂold.m

The Mansﬁeld Buffet

SEATTLE, WASH.

. THE BEST LIQUORS AND CIGARS
\m lun in m 153 Washington Street




his msmr.:tholqrf &-@:-m.a;mp of 1and on which to live; each
has, at worst, a guarantee for life itself. -But the proletarisn must

depend upon himself alone, and is yet prevented from.so applying his

.Muuuuwboauemnl:mnm

which he is exposed, over which he has not the slightest control. He
iz the passive subject of all possible combinations of circumstances, and
must count himself fortunate when he has saved his life even for a
short time; and his character and wuoruﬂnxnnumrnlympod
by these conditions,

“Either he seeks to keep his head above water in this whirlpool, to
rescue his manhood, and this he can do solely In rebeilion against the
‘class which plunders him and then abandons him to his fate, which
strives to hold him in this position so demoralizing to a human being;
or he gives up the struggle against his fate as hopeiess, and strives to
profit, so far as he can, by the most favorable moment.

“To save Is unavalling, for at the utmost he cannot save more than
suffices to sustain life for a short time, while if he falls out of work,
it is for no brief period. To accumulate lasting property for himself
is impossible; and, if it were not, he would only cease to be a Working-
man, and another would- take his place, What better thing can he do,
then, when he gets high wages. than live well upon them?

“The bourgeoisie is violently scandalized at the extravagant llving
of the workers when the wages are high; yet it is not only very natu-
ral but very semsible of them to enjoy life when they can, instead of
laying up treasures which are of no lasting use to them, and which In
the end moth and rust (that is, the bourgeolsie) get possession of."—
From “Condition of the Working Class in England in 1844, three years

before Engels and Mark together wrote the “Communist’ Manifesto.”

The Eclipse of Marx

The modern Christian declares Jesus his master and model, yet in prac-
tice ignores the ethics of Jesus. The modern Socialist accepts Marx as his
Economic Master, but ignores the central teaching of Marx. é

That Jesus was an altruist it did not need Tolstol to show. is “Turn
the other Cheek,” and his “Love your Neighbor,” were embodied in his life
and pre-eminently In his death. He was a real miracle of sympathy, if his-
toric, and an equally miraculous ideal, if literary only. In either case, those
who believe in him profess to follow him. He is their great cxemplar.

What a miracle of incouzistency is John D. Rockefeller as & disciple of
the meek and lowly Nazarene; or Archbishop Ireland; or the ordinary busi-
ness maun, let alone the soldier or policeman. It actually seems inconceiv-
able, this acceptance of the ideals of morality contained in the Sermon on
the Moufit and this practice of Jungle morality in the flerce competition ot
the commercial world. Yet the Christians seem ! of the hid
incongruity. Rockefeller continues to “love Jesus” and kill his competitors.
Milllons go to church every Sunday, and practice “The Devil take the hind.
most,” every week day.

In a precisely similar way, the professed followers of Karl Marx treat

their master's main idea. They praise Marx to the skles as the greatest of
" il scfentific economists, as the only man who has revealed the true secret
of Capitalist society. They rejoice at the translation of the last volumes of
his masterplece, “Capital,” into English, and hasten to put all his works on
their bookshelves. Socialists are just as proud to be Marxians as church-
men are to be Christigps. *

Now, what is the main {des from end to end of Marx's “Capital”? In a
single phrase, it is Unpaid Labor. That is his own favorite expression, as
much as Love is the keynote of Jesus. According to Marx, Capital itself
is produced and reproduced In continucus cycle from Unpaid Labor. Ac-
cording to Marx, when a man is pald his wages, a surplus product of his
labor, over and above his wages, {8 withheld from him by his employer with-
out any compensation, taken from the wage-worker for nothing. In simplest
form, if you are pald Two Dollars for your day’s work, your employer retains
a surplus for himself out of your day’s prodnct equal to ther Two Dollars,
more or less. This Surplus Product, this Unpaid Labor of the immense
number of Proletarians, or Wage-Workers, is the very source and secret of
Capltalist accumulation. Here Is the real confiscation, the real robbery,
compared with which all the so-called graft and thievery and corruption
are the merest drops in the bucket. In fact, all these other forms of graft
are only subdivisions of this one original graft.

L

All that seems simple encugh. There is nothing mysterious or recon-
dite, profound, philosophical, learned, in that plain proposition, that the
surplus a laborer produces above his wages is captured by his employer with-
out the payment of a cent. That js indeed the very proposition which every
wage worker will understand most naturally. For it is more and more of his
product, higher wages and less hours of labor, that every worker is con-
cerned to get, and that all Unions fight to obtain. Unconscious of the Great
Economic Fact that Marx wrote his masterplece to elucidate, and which he
spent his life to get the Working Class to understand, the Working Class
itself has organized its industrial armles to atteck this Citadel of Capital,
In truth, there is no better confirmation of the Marxian economc analysis
of soclety, than this agreement of his theory with the actual development
of the Proietarian tactics.

Why, then, is not this Prime Economic Fact, which is the pivot of all
the sclentific achievement of Karl Marx, pushed to the front by his pro-
fessed followers? Why, for instance, in the Platform of the Eocialist Party
of the U, 8. in 1904, was there only a single reference to the fact of Unpaid
Labor, and this reference dragged in as a subordinste clause, “above its sub-
sistence wage”? And it may be sald here, that this clause was only inserted
at the Instance of the writer of thie present editorial. : The omission of the
whole fundamental Theory of Socialism was entirely and guite unconsclously
overlooked by all the rest of the Platform Committee, consisting of such
representative Socialists as Debs, Mallly, Herron, Hillquitt and Berger. Pre-
cisely as an Eccleslastical Conference or Synod will pass through a week's
sessions and omit all reference to the Eassentialness of Love to the Christian
Community, so the Conventions of political Socialists gather and debate and
adjourn without once meutioning the foundation principle o! Proletarian
Emancipation, namely, the Abolition of Unpaid Labor.

.
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modern church the Eclipse of Jesus. Of course the reason the church
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practiced in modern soclety without killing that soclety; the two are Incom-
patible. The same reason holds for the Soclalist Parties, who hide Marx in
their own. Mﬁl.; For, to bring forward the Fact of Unpald Labor, and to

mmmwue Fact of Facts, would be incompatible 1
e Class which composes the active majority of
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Unpald Labor, the Total Abolition of Unpaid Labor.
Thumvnlxmmnwmommmmdmlmmbobemu
in the house of his friends.

The Middle ga_nss Rebellion

(Reprinted from our issue of April 9, 1910.)

Aside from the Trusts themselves, the most conspicuous phenomenon in
mwmucmm:umn-mumamnm--wnunw-
ness.
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against its exclusion by Big Business from all business. Gifford Pinchot him-
s6lf said last Christmas: “For whose benefit shall the national resources be
conserved, for the benefit of the many or for the use and profit of the few?
The great conflict now being fought will decide.” .

Ballinger and Taft have Blg Business behind them. There is no practical
doubt Ballinger was selected for his cabinet position by and for the enormous
Capital invested in Metal Mines, in order to Insure to the Guggenheims and
thelr assoclates the possession of the Als kan treasures of copper and coal
Pinchiot’s contention is that these tressures should be retained by the Gov-
ernment 80 as to give equal opportunity for their use to the “American Peo-
ple;” that is, to the small investor and prospector. He Inveighs against “Ex-
cesslve Profits from the Control of Natural Resources Monopolized by a Few.”

* 5 9 9

There are many theorizers who, following Marx slavishly; claim the Mid-
dle Class is too timid to put up a fight for itself, that it is disintegrating and
has no future. But the American: Middle Class has different traditions and
training from the “Petty Bourgeolsie” and small traders referred to by Marx.
The best representative of this American Middle Class is Theodore Roosevelt,
the Strenuous. No one will deny that he is a good fighter. Other words of
Gifford Pinchot have the ring of battle in them, as follows: *“We have al-
lowed the great corporations to occupy with their own men the strategic points
in business, in social and in political life.” “The only thing to do with them
Is to fight them and to beat them.” That does not sound like timidity and in-
capacity.

The “Insurgents” among the Republicans, like La Follette and Cummins
in the Senate and Norris and Polndexter in the House, with their Bmall Busi-
ness backing of Farmers and Merchants in the West, are only another mani-
festation of this Middle Class Rebellion.

The Bryan Democrats are another branch, though less capable nnd more
politic.

The vast growth and of the per Magazines in the last five
years ls directly due to the ‘fact that they voice the popular discontent with
the unparalieled development of ‘the monopolistic = trusts “Everybody's”
Jumped to a half-million circulation on the strength of Tom Lawson's tierce
attacks on “Standard OIL" The swarm of “Muck-Rakers,” llke Charies Ed-
ward Russell, Judge Lindsey and Stannard Baker, are paid for and inspired by
the militant hosts of these Middle Class Rebels.

. & s

‘What ' will be the result? Is it possible for the Rebellion to become &
Revolution? WIil this American Middle Class, conslsting~of millions of men
who have hitherto been successful in business; men selected and hardened
for conflict by their two centuries of experience as Ploneers; will they win
this battle against the comparatively small Army of Monopoly, Bpecial Privi-
lege, Incorporated Wealth?

Those who glibly say they have no chaunce, because the Laws of Combina-
tion will defeat them inevitably, y have miscalculated social fi For
the next step in the evolution of rican soclety may be Government Owner-
ship in the interest of the Middle Class. "Conservation” means, as Pinchot
says, that “our natural resources must be comnserved for the benefit of the
many.” The Government, by this plan, shall retain its ownership of the coal
fields of Alaska and of the power sites on streams, so &8s to forestall private
ownership and monopoly and to insure “Equal Opportunity.”

Suppose Roosevelt, on his return, with his immense popularity and genius
for forceful leadership, shall ly defy “C ism” and “Aldrichism” and
Tattism, there is no doubt he can be re-elected as the Napoleon of the Middle
Class Rebellion. He will have behind him a Congress overwhelmingly Middle
Class' and Anti-Monopoly. What is to prevent comprehensive legislation in
the direction of Middle Class Sociallsm? Gifford Pinchot is now on his way
across the Atlantic to be the first to consult with the returning Roosevelt on
the Conservation Issue..

Bear in mind again what Pinchot sald In that remarkable interview of
his last December: “The Conservation lssue Is a great moral issue. When a
few men get possession of one of the necessaries of life, either through own-
ership of a natural resource or through unfair business methods, and use that
control to extort undus profits, as In the recent cases of the Sugar Trust and
Besf Packers, they Injure the average man without good reason, lnd they are
gulity of a moral wrong." ’

m.uummm.upmwmotmmm-cm
appealing to their.interests and conscience alike, is certaln to be received with
militant fervor. . What right, it will be demanded, have the Morgans, the
Rockefellers, the Guggenheims, the Armours, to segregate the vast wealth
produced by this Industrial Age and to use it to debauch municipal councils,
state legislatures and courts, and even national officials, creating a Relgn of
Graft unexampled in all history?

To this national question, put in the name of “The Common People," and
of “The Right to Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness,” may arise an
instantaneous and overwhelming Middle Class vote in favor of the Restraint
of Monopoly by means of Government Ownership of the Monopolistic Trusts,
including the Rallroads, the Alaskan and other Coal Mines, the Ofl Trust, the
Meat Trust, the Sugar Trust, the Copper Syndicate, and all other “Bad”
Trusts. 464
This will be “Bourgecis Socialism ™ the kind that has for its battle cry,
“Let the Nation Own the Trusts,” the kind of Boclalism that Bryan was
charged with in the last Campaign, the kind of Socialism that is growing
popular, the kind of Socialism that Vietor Berger and S8amuel Gompers rep-
resent, and that the Bocialist Parties of both Europe and America are coming
to represent.

'

Undoubtedly, such & Socialism is reactionary both in itself and as com-
pared with the uninterrupted development of Monopoly.

It aims to preserve the present system of Capital and Wage Labor.

There is no suggestion in the program of Roosevelt or Bryan or Hearst or of | -

any other of these "Radical” spokesmen of “The Common People,” that the
appropriation of profit from the employment of wage workers shall cease,
that the competitive wage system shall be abolished or that there shall no
longer be & Proletariat.

Rather, their fdeal is a ‘Middle Class, capitalistic, frec-forall Paradise,
like the present, only the tyranny of Monopoly and of the Industri:] Giants
mupmmnymueo-wpotmmunmm
uncontroliable dimensions. -

We call this-reactionary; because it practically preserves the Status Quo
of Wage Exploitation and puts off to some distant future the Emancipation of
the Wage Class from its compulsory service to the Capitalist Class. A large
competitive. Middle Class, based oo Capitalist Profit as at' present, might
maintain itselt indetinitely in power, because fortitied by the snormous income
uhmmm-nmmmwmmmm
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It may be that even now thelr economic power is 80 great that no possible
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withstand the purchasing and disintegrating Influences of wholesale bribery.
The well kuown. slitance of Big Capitsl and the Slum In our’ cities, like New
lgt and Ban Francisco, point fu this diréction.

1t such an economic supremacy of Great Capital has already been achieved,
and hence, if the Middle Class Rebdellion shall prove abortive, then Aldrich and
Cannon and Taft and Ballinger, and all the rest of the tools of Great Capital
10 the State; are indeed the servants of Progress, unconsclously hastening the
industrial organization of American soclety under the lead of the Captains of
Industry.

““To be sure, such a progress is won at the expense of personal liberty and
the extension of wage slavery, and the utter extinction of the entire claszs of
splendid fighters who have built America out of the wilderness.

Yet {t is better that one Middle Class generation should perish than that

| ten generations of Proletarians should live and die in slavery.

‘When the Trusts have developed into The Trust, when all productive fn-
dustry in the United States has been unified under one management, end the
Government is nothing but the repressive power of this centralized, syndicated
Oligarchy of Wealth, then the “Common People” and the exploited Proletariat
will be identical and have identical interests, and consequently will form a
vast and irresistible Revolutionary Class.

The sooner this centralization of economic and political power is accom-
plished, the better the prospect for such an exploited class being competent
for united and revolutionary action; for the present American Middle Class
or their children will make poor slaves and rebellious subjects.

Consequently, we regar® it as desirable and progressive that the Present
Middle Class Rebellion should not succeed, that Bourgeols Soclalism should
be exposed for what it is, an attempt to help the Class of Littly Business to
perpetuate itself and to postpone indefinitely the day of Wage Labor’'s Emanci-
pation.

The key to the immediate situation les with the American Working
Class.

The Middle Class Rebellion d
the Wage Class.

The victory of Blg Business and the abolition of Little Business also de-
pends upon the action of the Proletarians.

It Is announced that Gompers {s contemplating the formation of a political
party to be composed of the Unlous affilfated with the American Federation
of Labor, in combination with certaln Farmers’ organizatons, alleged to num-
ber some three million voters. If this be true and such a party Is formed, It
will be In direct line with the Middle Class Rebellion outlined in this article.
For these Farmers' Unfons are not orghnizations of the Farm Laborers, but of
the Small Ferm owners. Their program goes no further than Public O‘rnenh!p
of Public Utilities, combined with the Utopian demand for the Initiative and
Referendum, as if this method of voting were not more susceptible to control
by Big Capital than the present representative system.

The reactionary character of a Gompers political party, composed of Pro-
letarian Labor and Agrarian Small Capital, is sufficlently obvious. It would
easlly form a basis for the Middle Class Rebels to build their political rebellion
on. If the American Working Class is so little enlightened as to its own in-
terests and so lacking initiative as to follow such alien proposals, then indeed
the Middle Class may succeed in saving itseif and in prolonging Wage Slavery.
It were far better to have the combination existing in San Francisco made
national in scope, namely, that Labor should unite with Big Capital and the
Slum to win political power; in which case, the Middle Class will go to the
wall, the Trusts will complete thelr efficlent organization of soclety and the
Wage Class will be consolidated Intc a mighty, revolutionary and Irresistible
social force.

a

for its

on the co-operation of

And there you are. It is up to the Proletariat.

It it follows the rractionary lead of Gompers and unites its forces with
the Middle Class Rebels, It may delay for many years the abolition of Class
Rule in soclety and its own elevation to equal participation in the benefits of
human Invention.

But if it works with Big Capital to destroy the Middle Class, root and
branch, with the greatest possible celerity; or If, better still, the Proletariat
shall act together as one man, both Industrially and politically, for its own
class Interests exclusively, then it will display an historic initiative and mili-
tant hegemony, which will make for the most rapid evolution out of soclety
burdened with Class Antagonism Into that association, sure to come some
time, “in which the free development of each iz the condition for the free de-
velopment of all.”
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' tion of Labor, is editor of its officlal organ, “The Federationist” In. the
Jane number, his leading M"u,MhﬂMﬂ with Robert Hunter
2s an “Amelioragive Socialist,” not at all upattractive to Mr. Gompers; but
its main purpose is to discredit Karl Marx, more especially to repudiate the
Marxian Law of SBurplus Value, i
These are the exact words of Gompers: “The foundation of Marx's theo-
ries—the idea of surplus value—is demonstrably an error,” Again and again,
in the course of his eight-page attack on Marx, he hits savagely at this same
“Burplus Value,” like a bull at a red rag.
mommbhﬁwmhﬁmmmhm&u,thmmum_su
plus Value, he is attacking a Fact. What 1s the use of denying a Fact? The
fact remains. You might as well deny that there I8 such an organizatiop as
the A. F. of L. in America. The A. F. of L. remains a fact for all your denial.
You simply make a fool of yourself by denying a fact. Now, if Surplus Value
is a fact, Mr. Gompers, as we propose to show you it s, why make yoursel
look foolish by denying it? .

Mr. Gompers cannot excuse himself on the plea that he does not know
what Surplus Value is; for he quotes a very fair definition from Kirkup, as
follows: *“After the laborer has been paid the wage necessary for the sub-
sistence of himself and family, the Surplus of his labor is appropriated by the
capitalist who exploits it.” That Surplus Labor, the Unpaid Labor, over ard
above what is pald for in wages, Is the basis of Surplus Value, Marx defines
it in a thousand places. He writes of nothing else. If the production of Sur-
plus Value is not a fact, then Karl Marx is indeed a “dead one.' The first
volume of his masterplece, “Capital,” is devoted to the sclentific proof of
this one fact, and the other two volumes are only illustrations and proofs in
detall of the identical fact of Surplus Value generalized in Volume I

Take this vivid statement of Marx as a single instance: “Capital pumps
a certain gquantity of surplus labor out of the direct producer dr laborer. It
extorts this surplus without returning an equivalent. This surplus labor al
ways remalins forced labor in essence, no matter how much it may seem to be
the result of free contract. This surplus labar is represented by a surplus
value, and this surplus value is materialized in a surplus product. It must
always remain surplus labor, in the sense that it is labor performed above
the normal requirements of the producer.”

Ll . . L

‘Will Samuel Gompers deny the statement just quoted from Karl Marx?
‘Will he deliberately deny that the employer does take a surplus from .the
employee, above what he pays In wages? If s0, he denles what none of the
greatest writers on political economy ever thought of denying.

‘We have often wondered how much Mr. Gompers really did know about
Sclentific Sociallsm, 'When he hurled deflance in the National Convention of
the A. F. of L. at some Socialist delegate on the floor, he sald: “I under
stand your theories of Socialism. I studied them and outgrew them twenty
vears ago.” That made us think, perhaps Gompers is an honest and intelll-
gent opponent of Soclallsm. But this article of his has undecelved us. We
are here allowed, or forced, to see eaxctly, not how much, but how little he
understands what he is talking about when ke iries to criticize Karl Marx.

For example, -Gompers makes & string ¢f quotations from early Americun
authors, like Godwin and Arthur Brisbane, to show that the notion of Surplus

* Value was known long before Marx; and he quotes with approval a “New
York editor,” writing 20 years ago: “There is no German Soclalism. It is
pure and simple American Soclalism formulated and published in New York
City by an American, when Karl Marx was eleven years of age.” Now Gom-
pers ought to know that the notion of SBurplus Value is as old as Adam Smith,
al least. notion was fully accepted by Ricardo in 1817. The so-called
Soclalists in England and even Proudhon in France, all of them prior to
Marx's “Capital,” built up their entire Systems of Reform from this notion
of Surplus Value. All of which facts were fully stated by Marx himself as

early as 1847.
. L - L

And Samuel Gompers does know =z little of this; for he lets drop the
remark that Marx himself says the notion of Surplus Value was familiar to
economists for 50 years before Marx elaborated it in “Capital” (1867). It
Gompers knew that historic fact, why make all those quotations from Amer-
fcan authors of 76 years ago? Utoplan “Socialists” and others, both English
and American, were then attempting to apply this very theory of Surplus
Value, so far as they comprehended it, in certain forced Reforms. No; 1
would appear that Mr. Gompers really knows about as much about Marx
and Surplus Value as any ordinary man might learn by looking through the
three volumes of “Capital” for a half day, and not as much s many an ordl
nary workingman has learned in a hundredth part of the time which Samuel

Gompers has had to find out.
. L] L L

In reality, Marx {dkes to task all these Utopians, English, American and
French, who, In the first half of the 19th century, were trying to overthrow
the new Capitalist System, in which, as Godwin sald, “Blind competition
tends to the formation of gigantic monopolies in every branch of Iabor.”
Instead of Karl Marx, as Gompers clams, endeavoring to manufacture an

A

“artificlal system of soclety,” it was Marx himself who all his life long ex- -

posed and ridiculed the application of the Ricardian Law of Value, prevailing
in the present Capitalist order, to any future society.

For instance, in Marx's brilliant reply to Proudhon's “Philosophy of Pov-
erty,” in 1847, he shows, by ample quotations, how Proudhon’s proposals were

those of “an unintelligible poet,” and had been far more logically stated by -

many BEnglish writers before 1840. He guotes J. F. Bray's remarkable work,
“Labour’s Wrongs and Labour’s Remedy,” (1839), in which Bray protests elo-
quently against “this most unjust system of exchapges,” wherein “the wdrk-

men have given the capitalist the labour of a whole year in exchange for the

value of only half a year.”
That {s a much clearer statement of Sarplus Value than any of the ex.
tracts given by Mr. Gompers from his American pre-Marxites. It is there-

fore very foolish of Mr. Gompers to cast slurs at Marx as lacking Ir ériginality

because some American imitators of English Utopian Socialists had talked,
like Horace Greeley in 1846, about the present system as one “under which
capital is everything, man nothing, except as a means of accumulating cap
{tal” In these criticisms of the present system they were right and Marx
wis right, just as Adam Smith and David Ricardo were right years before
all of them. y :

It was not Marx, as Gompers ignorantly asserts, who advocated “your
universal slave pen co-operative commonwealth,” but it was Marx himself
who _derided such equalitarian communism, as “Illusions,” “Robinsonades,”

“a soclety of Peters and Pauls.”
L L4 L .

Now the real geustion is to be put. What does Samuel Gompers, Presi-
dent of the American Federation of Labor, editor of “The Federationist,”
official representative of more wage-workers than any other one man, what
does this man hold with respect to the fact of Surplus Value? That is a
question of immense sguiificance. It Is as important as to ask whether, for
example, Commander Peary, when leading an expedition to discover the
North: Pole, does in fact deny the accuracy and usefulness of the Magnetic

" Compass. Or, does the
Gun and the Wireless?

1t Is of small consequence vhmr,dqu makes a wnuplmt
| ter as Inconsistent with Marxism. It fs of enormous consequence whether
+there is such a thing as Surplus Value or not. If Gompers is

General of the Army deny and reject the Machine

| fier

- own periodical for June, announces;
- lehem necessary to fill out the conditions that precede an overturning of our
| statutes so that the workers, rather than the millionaires, may be favored by

than the workingmen themselves. Where do they get it? Rockefelier and
. Carnegle and Taft and Hearst and Low and Ireland and all the others who
‘create nothing of wealth, where do they get their vast possessions? There
is only one possible place they can get It, namely, from the workingmen who
did create it by their labor. That is, the workingmen who create all wealth
get only & portion of It for themselyes, and the class of non-workers get the
balance, or the Surplus. And that is “Surplus Value.” Does Mr. Gompers
deny its existence? If so, why is he the head of an organization of wage
workers whose avowed purpose is to get “more and more” of their product,
until they get it all?

. . . L

In"his anxfety to discredit Karl Marx, Samuel Gompers denfes the most
fundamental fact of modern soclety, that the workers get only a part of thelir
product and the capitalists get the Surplus over and above the wages of the
workers, which average only a bare living for the Class of Proletarians, or
Wage Workers, whom Mr, Gompers represents. Mr. Gompers might as well
deny that the sun sets or that there is such a thing as Typhold Fever as to
deny this fact, without which his organization would have no meaning or
reason for existence. For why have an organization to get “more and still
more” (Gompers' own words), If you get it all now, if there is no Surplus
that you don't get? To deny the existence of this Surplus Value, pumped out
of the laborer without an equivalent, as Marx says, seems like the denial of
the existence of the Baclllus Tuberculosis by the “Christian Sclentist.” Has
Gompers really jolned the ranks of those “Sclentists” who deny what the
microscope and other Instruments of sclence reveal? Has he become the
Economist of Christian Sclence, denying the Existence of Economic Evil?

! The optimism of Gompers certainly approaches that climax of unreason
where nothing can be seen that one does not wish to see, where one's theory
controls his vislon. He is especially angry at Marx for prophesying that
“along with the constantly diminishing number of Magnates of Capital who
usurp and monopolize all the advantages of this process of transformation,
grows the mass of misery, oppression, slavery, degradation, exploitation,”
which engenders the rebellion of the working class, “a class always increas-
ing In numbers, and disciplined, united, organized by the very mechanism of
the process of capitalist production f{tself.” Here again Gompers fights
against facts. He labors to assert that the present soclety Is “gathering mo-
mentum {n an upward direction" and “away from Marx's prophesied necessity
for an overturning of the fundamental principles of our existing soclal order.”
Notice in this quotation, that Gompers distinctly upholds “the fund tal
principles of our existing social order.”
by which and under which the Capitalist Class pays the Wage Class enough
to live on and appropriates to itself everything over that, for nothing.

Compare with Gompers' roseate acceptance of the present soclal order,
with its alleged upward tendencies, the actual facts as recorded in any re-
sponsible publication. elt us take, first, the leading Editorial written by
Mr. Gompers himself in the very June number of his magazine in which ap-
pears his attack on Marx, This editorial is headed “The Shocking Condi-
tions at South Bethlehem.” That does not sound like “The Upward Tenden-
cies of the Present Social Order.” But then we must remember that here
Gompers the Fighter and not Gompers the Hater of Marx, is talking. Gompers
is a good fighter, even if he is a poor theotizer and economist.

. 8. 8

In this record of actual events at the Bethlehem Steel Works, branch of
the U. 8, Steel Corporation, employing by itself more than half as many
wage workers as Mr. Gompers represents in all his Trades Unions, we find
Mr. Gompers quoting with approval the words of Father Fretz, a pastor in
South Bethlehem, as follows: *“I have labored among my peoplie in this com-
munity for nineteen years, and | know that the Bethleh Steel Company is
a human slaughter house.” Not a,word here of the “Upward Tendencles of
the Present Social Order.” It sounds rather a good deal more like Marx's
“Mass of Misery” which Gompers, the anti-SBocialist Gompers, denies and
ridicules.

Let us hear more of what Gompers, the practical Gompers, has to say of
the upward tendencies at Bethlehem: “What state of health can laboring
men be in who work in a biast furnace twelve hours a day during seven days
a week? Of the total of 9184 men employed by the Company in January,
1910, 4,725, or 61 per cent, worked at occupations requiring twelve hours a
day on the regular working days. The number working seven days a week
twelve hours a day was 2,628, or 29 per cent. A force of 79 men worked
1315 hours a day for seven days a week. For overtime no extra pay was
given, whether for Sunday or otherwise; nearly 13 per cent of the entire
force worked an average for the month of forty three and eight-tenths hours
overtime.”

* This state of things, so Gompers alleges In his editorial, has been re-
ported from an official invustigation conducted by the Federal Commissioner
of Labor, not from any musty cold Marx, with his outworn notlons of Surplus
Labor, getting no. equivalent. No, that notion is “demonstrably an error,”
you know, Mr. Gompers. You said so on page 485 of this identical magazine
in which, page 507, you tell us still further: ‘Nearly 3,000 of these steel
workers are working for 14 cents an hour or less, and more than 5,000 of
them are working for 18 cents an hour or less.” And you also tell us “their
normal speed rate had been keyed up for a number of years by the applica-
tion of a time bonus premium wage system.”

. L Ld .

But Mr. Gompers goes further still in his support, unconscious and unin-
tentional, of Marx's prophecy of “Misery, Oppression, Slavery, Degradation,
Exploitation” for the working class by the “Magnates of Capital.” He guotes
this from a committee of the workingmen of Bethlehem in an appeal to the
the Governor of Pennsylvania:

“The borough of South Bethlehem has been terrorized, its citizens driven
to despalr, and, in fear of murder, arrest, and riot, people were compelled to
arm themselves, not against & mob or an organized body of men who had
made threats or had dene illegal or unlawful acts, but to protect their lives
their homes, and thelr children against the State constabulary, which you
cansed to be brought here In a community where peace reigned and not a
single overt act had been committed, and not a complaint recelved from any
citizen during the three weeks {n which a large number of men were idle, due
to a cessation of work.

“No overt act had been committed or the peace disturbed until the hired
strikebreakers, known as the State constabulary, appeared on the scene, and
sel, finally tried under the direct supervision of Mr. C. M. Schwab's agents,
immedtately upon their arrival began a campaign of slugging, arrests, murder,
assault, and riot without cause, the viciousness and brutality of which beggars
description, -and that under the authority of this great Commonwealth, done
by your subordinates

“Seventeen men are held as prisoners upon what we belleve to be
trumped up charges by the constabulary, for the purpose of covering up their

acts, theilr misconduet; their terrorism, whieh as herein stated
resulted in murder, murderous assault, and false imprisonment.

“Incarcerated upon the steel company property, denled the right of coun-
these men were finally held under excessive bail and removed to the county
prison at Easton, and all this In the year 1910, in the State of Pennsylvania.™
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Concerning this “Arrogance of a Schwab,"” Mr, Gomﬁeu. not Karl Marx,

the revolutionist, but the “ameliorative” S8amuel Gorapers, on page 508 of his
“There Is not a factor lacking at Beth-

the government.” ;

Really, friend Gompers, that language is almost a plagiarism on Marx,
who sald, “Monopoly and centralization at last reach a point where they
become incompatible: with their Capitalist frame work, and this iz burst
asunder.” Marx said, the workers would wrest political power from the

‘ Capitalist Class, and Gompers says, the “statutes must be overturned” by

Gompers, the dealer in facts, agrees first rate with-Marx, who dealt in
nothing else but facts, however much Gompers the Controversialist and

That is, he favors the Wage System

ration, which défles all Unlons and practices the “Open Shop” strictly In all
Its branches. Théir average wage is something like 16 to 18 cents an hour,
say Two Dollars 4 week. Will Mr. Gompers contond these Ten Thousand
Proletarians of Schwab create no Surplus Value for Schwab and Frick and
Carnegie and Gary? If pot, then where do the tremendous dividends of U. 8.
Steel come from? If these Ten Thousand get all they produce, so that there
18 no surplus left over that measly Two Dollars a day, what is Gompers kick-
ing about, anyhow? Why that threatened “Overturning of our Statutes”?

Karl Marx says those Ten Thousand, beyond earning their Two Dollars,
pald labor, are also earning each day a Surplus, for which they are pald
nothing, “Unpaid Labor,” from which all the dividends, all the profits, all the
rents, all the Interest, all the graft of all the grafters, are derlved. But Mr.
Gompers says that notion of Surplus Value is “demonstrably an error.” Put
it to a vote of the workers at Bethlehem which s right, Gompers or Marx,
and Gompers may get ten votes from his organizers, if he has any there.
Even the good Father Fretz would vote for the terrible Marx on that propo-
sitlon,

. L . -

Let us look a little closer yet at these Ten Thousand U. 8. Steel workers.
How much Surplus is it reasonable to suppose each one of them produces
over his llving, over the Two Dollars he has to get his living out of? 1, 8.
Steel uses every latest process of manufacturing steel products, It owns
everything, from the ore in the mine to the Railroads that use completed
steel rafls, There is no Labor S8aving Machinery, and no economy of opera-
tion, which th's richest “Magnate of Capital” has not utilized. As seen in
the quotation by Gompers, {ts workingmen are speeded up to the very high-
est intensity of labor. They work the longest hours and the greatest number
of days. Their output is rapld and frequent. Their capital {8 never idle.
This Corporation represents the very highest efficlency of the Capitalist New
World of Machinery. It is rot possible that its rate of Surplus Value can be
less than 100 per cent. That Is, for every Two Dollars that it pays its work-
ers, the Corporation must secure a Surplus of another Two Dollars. It is
more likely to be Four Dollars, but we will keep well within the probabilities.

How does that figure out? .

Ten Thousand employes at two dollars a day get wages, Paid Labor,
amounting to Twenty Thousand Doliars a day. For as little as 360 days of
work in a year that means 300 times $20,000, for the year, or Six Millfon
Dollars of Pald Labor. But the Surplus, or Unpaid Labor, amounts to the
same sum, according to our reasonable assumption of each laborer's produet
equaling on the average Four Dollars  day.

That means, in plain black and white, the Bethlehem Steel Works, with
only one shift a day, extracts a Surplus Value from thelr Ten Thousand em-
ployes every year of 300 days, amounting to SIX MILLION DOLLARS.

" s e @

That Is the perennlal source of “Gruft.” When our Middle Class econo-
mists and apologists, including Gompers, Hunter, Russell, all the “muck-
rakers” and most of the Socialists, begin exposing this Fundamental Graft
with half the diligence and brilliance they now display in revealing the man-
ner in which one “Beast” devours other beasts, but ail Capitalist beasts, big
and little, there will be something doing that is worth while. The Working
Class, even Including, let us hope, Samuel Gompers, would in such case,
Inevitably proceed to “wrest power from the Capitalist Class,” as Marx says,
or, as Gompers prefers to paraphrase it, the workers might “Overturn Our
Statutes.” For when once the simple proposition that every Ten Thousand
Wage Workers now employed by the producing Capitalists at the average
of Two Dollars a day, is creating, in addition to the Six Millions received in
wages, another Six Millions of Surplus for nothing, six millions of Unpaid
Labor every year to every ten thousand employes, when that plain, every-day
fact is once comprehended by the working class, the davs of capital are
numbered. It I8 only because the ieaders of the workrs, like Mr. Gompers,
play into the hands of the Capitalist Class in concealing this basic robbery of
the system we live under, that the Proletarians are so divided against them-
selves and therefore incapable, so far, of mastering their opponents and tak-
Ing possession of the wealth of life made possible by modern invention and
progress.

. . L .

We had Intended to call the attention of Mr. Gompers to the “Mass of
Misery™ and consequent “Surplus Value,” as’ predicted by. Marx, to he found
in other Industries besides the Steel Works. “But it is hardly necessary. Yon
have only to refer to any statistics of wages received. For instance, accord-
Ing to the Report of the Interstate Commerce Commission, 311,185 “Track-
men” recelved in 1908 an average of One Dollar and Forty-Five Cents a day.
Does Mr. Gompers think that wage scale is any evidence of his “upward ten-
dency in our existing social order,” or does it rather testify to the Marxian
“Mass of Misery”? Let Samuel Gompers try to live and support his family
on $1.45 a day and then he may imagine there could not well be any further
Donward Tendency and keep hold of life at all s

And what about the Four Million farm laborers In this country? Are,
their hours of labor any less thafi those at the Bethlehem Steel Plant? Do
you know thelr conditions, Mr. Gompers? Not twelve hours, but fifteen and
even eighteen hours on occasion, these harvest men put in. And at what an
annual wage? Three or four months a year is all they gan work at the har-
vest. What do the mass of them do for the rest of the year? Their average
day wage must be even less than the trackmor oy the R. Rs.

But take the manufacturing industries as a whole, as reported In the u,
8. Census, compiled for the year 1904. The average annual wage was Four
Hundred and Seventy-Six Dollars, or about a dollar and a half a day for a
year of 300 working days. This is the average, Mr. Gompers, for 4,715.023
wage workers, according to capltalist statistics, which naturally make the best
possible showing for Capital. Perhaps a million of these factory workers are
included in the American Federation of Labor, but the most of them are not.
AT LEAST FOUR MILLION WORKERS AVERAGING A DOLLAR AND A
HALF A DAY. These are the most charucteristic workers of the modern
system, the factory workers. '

These figures do not sustain Mr. Gompers' “Upward Tendency of the
Modern Boclal Order.” They look a good deal more like Karl Marx's “Mass
of Misery,” at least four milllons of miserable human beings, to say nothing
of those “dependent on them,” the “old-fashloned families” of the optimistic

Roosevelt,
L L . -

Mr. Gompers claims to represent some two milllons of workers in his
Federation. But, according to his friend and Secretary, Mr. Frank Morrison,
in a speech delivered in the presence of Mr. Gompers a week ago, “there are
TWENTY MILLION LABORERS IN THIS COUNTRY."

What about those Eighteen Milllons that are not within the A. F. of L.?
When Mr. Gompers speaks, he naturally has in his mind those members of
the wage class that he is mos: familiar with, the membership of the Trades
Unions. But that is only one-tenth part of the Wage Class in the Uuited |
States. But even among your best organized Unions, like the United Mine
Workers, the average yearly wage of those employed is only some Six Hun-

- dred Dollars a year, or Two Dollars a day,

Among the unorganized Lumber Workers of the Northwest, the dally
wage Is reported by those best qualified to know, to be a Dollar and a Half
a day.

Take it all In all, we leave it to our readers to decide the question be-
tween Gompers and Marx.

From a comparison of all these statistics, there must be some nineteen
millions of wage workers in the U, 8. who are receiving in wages an average
of less than Two Dollars a day, the probability being that, counting the un-
employed who make 80 large a portion of the Wage Class, the actual average
dally income of the American workingman is nearer one dollar than two. -

That not only betokens and proves the “Mass of Misery and Exploita-
tion" which Marx foretold. It also certalnly marks a quantjty of Unpald
Labor, of Surplus Product over necessary expenses, which totals enough to
explain all the Trusts, all the Lords of Industry, all the hordes of grafters,

‘4l the Juxuries and debaucheries, all the degenerncies and corruptions,
‘which distinguish the "modern soclal order” whose “upward tendencies” so
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