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e ~ OUR TASK—To Remove His Bandage

GOMPERS A
SOCIALIST, TOO

Addressing the farmers assembled at St. Louls on May 2nd, Samuel
Gompers advocated a coalition between the “Organized Farmers” and “Or-
ganized Labor.” When they “stand shoulder to shoulder,” Gompers sald.
“fighting for equality and justice, then will come a new dispensation and
a new order of things."

‘e

This is exactly what the Soclalist Party, as now constituted, is also
seeking, an alliance between the wage workers and the farmers in a com-
mon political organization. It ought certainly to be possible for the new
Socialist Party to recelve the endorsement of Samuel Gompers. If &
Labor Party is formed by the American Federation of Labor in conjunction
with the Gompers and “Farmers’' Unlon,” there will no longer be apy excuse
for the separate existence of that insignificant and dwindling organization
known as the Soclalist Party of the United States. A. M. Simons, himself
a constant champion of the Farmers as essential to the Soclalist move-
ment, will then be seen to have been right in his letter to Walling when
he advocated the practical adjournment of the Soclalist Party in favor of
the coming Labor Party. .

Gompers' words ought to give comfort and encouragement to all Chris-
tian Socialists, too. He enthuslastically declares: “The growing together
of Organized Labor and the Farmers means the end of the battle between
dollars and humanity and the end of the struggle of ages to free the in-
dustrial worker from being bound to the soil. On the horizon can be seen
the dawn of & new day, when shall be ushered in the real brotherhood of

man.”

Such a party can hardly be called a Labor Party or a Farmers' Party.
We suggest “The Prodccers' Party,” which will satisfy even our good friend
of Biloxi, who claims all producers of wealth. both farmers who work
and laborers who work, have common interests and ghould therefore be in
the same political party. For do they not all want to secure the “Full
Product of their Toil?”

. . .

‘ Here is Mr. Gompers' argument ot the same effect: “The farmers do
not get too much for their product, nor wage earners too much for their
labor, and if 1 read the signs of the times aright, the grinding of the masses
for the profit of the few will not continue everlastingly. We're going to
get more, and then more, until the right to life, lll_u_arty and the pursuit
of happluess Lecomes an &ctuality and uot 2 glitteriug ‘genérality.”

Why should not that declaration qualify Mr. Gompers for admission
to the Soclalist Party, or, at least, to that branch of it known as the
Social-Democratic Party of Wisconsln, where the Party pledge omits all
reference to the Class Struggle? It is not surprising. indeed, that one de-
spatch reports Gompers as speaking approvingly of the Milwaukee victory,
Gompers and Berger belong in the same party. Berger says his “Revolu-
tion” means “An endless series of continually changing important detalls,”
and Gompers says his means “More, and then More."” The only difference
is, Gompers says just what he means and Berger is trying to conceal what
he means. 1

. -

But Gompers and Berger and Simons and the Soclalist Party, for the
sake of votes and success, utterly ignore two faets: (1) The millions of
Farm Laborers, unorgapized, to be sure, and even unregistered in the
census, but who demand higher wages and decent conditions which the
farmers cannot give and continue to make their profits. Who ever
heard of a Farmers' Unmon encouraging the formation of a Farm Laborers'
Union? Mr. Gompers' fine talk about “standing shoulder to shoulder for
equality and Justice,” and the “Real Brotherhood of Man,” would indeed
be a “Glittering Generality,” if the Harvest Laborers of the Red River Val-
ley should go on strike next summer for more wages, shorter hours,
sweeter butter and sleeping quarters without parasitic inhabitants.

In the second place, our “Producers’ Party,” embracing Farmers and
Wage Workers together, Ignores the fact that the abolition of the Trust
will not help the Proletarian while it will help the Farmers. Gompers
talks of the “grinding of the masses for the profit of the few,” a strictly
middle class expression, echoing the universal outcry of the present,
“Down with the Trusts.” 1f Gompers had said instead, “The grinding of the
‘Wage Earners for the profit of the Capitalists will not continue everlast-
ingly,” he would not have been applauded by the Farmers and his words
would not have been telegraphed over the country by the Associated Press.
That in the very payment of wages, even the “Fair day’s wage for a iair

days work” as promised by Berger, the wage worker is robbed of his §

product. whether by the Big Trust or by the Little Farmer, that tremendous
fact of facts is ignored by the “Justice und Equality” people. They ignore
the fact that this wage robbery will go on exactly the same when the
“grinding of the masses for the profit of the few" has been stopped. For
then the grinding of the wage worker for the profit of the employer will
continue, exactly as it did fifty years ago before there were any Trusts.
. .

The Farmer wants to buy his trust made farm machinery at lower
prices and he wants to send his wheat and pork to market at lower rates
than the railroad trusts will grant. But if the Wage Workers who are
employed in the manufacture of farm machinery or in running the Rail-
roads, succeed in forcing up their wages and thus Increasing the expenses
of producing machinery and transportation, these machinery and railroad
trusts will reimburse themselves by ralsing the price of machinery and the
rates of transportation, as they are doing at this moment and as their
monopoly enables them to do,

That “the interests of the farmers
and the wage workers are ldentical,”
is proved by reports from the farming
sections of this state of wholesale
roundups by constables and marshals
of “hoboes” who may be passing
through the country who are given
the alternftive of working for the
farmers at the rate of wages the farm-
ers wish to pay or going on the chain
gang. Even “Brother” Industrial Cap-
italist does not go to such extremes.

French “Syndicalism”
at Work

France is known as a country of
thoroughgoing revolutions and if
events in the labor movement during
recent years count for anything, in-
dications are that she intends to live
up to her reputation. In no other
country has the Proletariat shown
such bitter class feeling, such disre-
gard of the well-being of their employ-
ers. the capitalists, as the French
workers have displayed in hundreds
of strikes in the last few years,

About a month ago a dispute aiose
between the ship-owners and sailors
on the steamer “Moulouya” at Mar-
sellles. The ship-owners had hired
twelve Arablan firemen, although the
law demands that only French sailors
may be employed in the French mer-
chant marine, and in return prohibits
sallors from taking hire on foreign
boats.’ This law exists because the
state is thus assured of a sufficlent
number of sallors for the navy In time
of war. All saflors and marine fire-
men are therefore on the naval rolls
‘as membérs of the navy.

The Arabians were hired for starva-
tion wages and there i{s no doubt but
that they were to be used as tools for
breaking up the sailors’ organization
and bringing down their standard of
Uving. o

The sailors resented this action and
went on strike. i

The strike spread to other ships in
this, France's most important harbor,
and from there it reached to other
ports on the coast as well as to Al
glers, across the Mediterranean Sea.

Whether the strike has been settied
or what the further developmnts are
is not known in this country, as the
capitalist press is absolutely silent.

A. J.

“A Pale, Interesting
Complexion™

In the “letter-box™ of a German wo-
men's journal a subscriber® recently
asked how she might acquire a “pale,
interesting complexion.”

A dressmaker recommends the fol-
lowing unfailing remedy, which she
herself has tried:

“8it for twelve hours of twenty-
four, bent over the sewing machine,
together with eleven other dressmak-
ers, in a room with hardly enough
space for six. The room should have
but one solitary window, which will
give Insufficlent light, thus necessi-
tating that gas be used which renders
the air in the room no better.

“Any lady who desires a pale and
delicate eompiexlon. needs but to oc-
cupy the place of one of these twelve.

*Furthermore, if she desires a slen-
der figure she needs but miss her noon-
day meal two or three times weekly,
such as seamstresses are compelled
to do.”

The young girl concludes as fol-
lows: i
“I, Anna Plogdick, with my un-
changeable, yellowish-pale complexion,
guarantee that the experiment will be
successful.” A J.
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* Eleanor Marx, in her “Working
Class Movement in England,” will bear
quoting just now, &8 American trade
unfonism has followed pretty closely
in the wake of the English, only years
behind as a rule.

She says: “After the Parls Com-
mune (1871), the majority of trade un-
fonists deserted from the International
and became distinctly reactionary. It
seemed as If the old revolutionary spir-
it of Chartist days (the '408) and the
short revival of it during the sixties,
had died out.

“With the cry of ‘No politics, so
welcome to the bourgeols. the anarch-
ists, and the mouchards (Pinkertons),
the English workers degenerated into
a mere tall of the ‘Great Liberal Par-
ty,” and, with the exception of some
strikes, made for a slight bettering in
the conditions of some speclal class of
labor, the working class movement
seemed dead.

“The unlons were becoming merely
huge benefit societies for the relief of
the employing class. It {s a strange
fact that while the unions originally
were great fighting organizations who,
under the cloak of ‘Benefit Socleties,’
fought the employers, théy now large-
ly became great bepefit societies un-
der the cloak of ‘Fighting Organiza-
tions.’

“To a large extent this is still (1895)
the case. Thus the Amalgamated
Soclety of Engineers, one of the old-
est, richest and most powerful of the
unions, during the last year (1884)
spent the huge sum of 246,388 pounds
(over a million dollars) on ‘benefits’'—
that is, sick pay. out-of-work pay, sup-
erannuation—as against 1,668 pounds
(less than $10,000) ‘Spent on strikes,
lockouts, and real ‘fighting’ purposes.

“There came a long period of stag-
nation. But economic forces were at
work, more revouiutionary than any
revelutionary party. The world mar-
ket was being lost to England, and
with it the superior position of the
English workers.”

(Compare what follows with the quo-
tation from Engels in 1892, found else-
where in this paper under the head
of “England, 1892—America,1910," In
which the old warrior, about to dle,
salutes the “New Unlonism.” Wil
Thorne and Tom Mann. and especially
John Burns, products of this East End,
unskilled unlonism, may not indeed
have fulfilled the hopes of the ever-
sanguine Engels, but as a result of
the new forces Introduced into the
English working class movement at
that time and since, the Labor party
now controls British politics and is at
this moment driving the Liberal party
to make fon after i!
to the interests of the proletariat—
Editor.)

“The number of unorganized ‘labor-
ers,’ " continues Eleanor Marx, “and
even of unorganized artisans, was
growing constantly; the trade unions
found themselves face to face with en-
tirely new conditions. With 1889
there began a movement whose ef-
fects have been infinitely greater than
those who made it ever belleved they
would be,

“The first impulse came from the
gas-workers. In the March of 1888 a
union had been formed among these
‘laborers,’ whom the skilled artisans
had hitherto looked down upon, and
these men, Instead of demanding in-
creased wages, demanded an eight-
hour day. Under the leadership of
Willlam Thorne—ohe of the ablest,
most disinterested and devoted men
England numbers among her working-
class leaders. a convinced Socialist as
well as trade unionist—the gus-work-
ers were successful, and by July of
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1889 they had gained the-eight-hour
day, better wages, and better condi-
tions generally. The union was short-
Iy after extended to every class of
‘unskilled’ labor (it pumbers some
seventy different trades now) and even
to women.

“This struggle and this unprecedent-
ed victory inspired another class of
workers with hope, and with the idea
of organization—a class that has al-
ways been not merely the poorest and
most exploited of all, but one that has
been a constant danger and menace to
the organized workers—that s, the
dock laborers. If the gas-workers could
organize, why should not they also
try to obtain more humane conditions
of life?

“In the July to August of the same
momentous year (1889) began the now
historical dock strike. The fight was
a long and determined one, and was
admirably engineered by Tom Mann,
Champion, and especially John Burps.
It must be remembered, however,
that the extreme unpopularity of the
dock companies, even among their fel-
low bourgeois. the sympathy of the
whole middle class press, and above
all, the magnificent contribution of
30,000 pounds sent by the workers of
Australia were as important factors in
the winning of the strike as the cour-
age, the discipline, and the ‘enthusi-
asm of the men.

“The immedlate result of the ‘Great
strike’ was a general movement all
over the United Kingdom; in every
town, even In agricultural districts,
unions of ‘Unskilled Workers' sprang
up, and, following the lead of the Gas
Workers and General Laborers' Union,
these were organized on far more
democratic lines than those now fol-
lowed by the ‘old’ unions.

“The first sign of change came at
the Trade Union Congress of 1890,
when, after a bitter fight between the
so-called ‘old’ and ‘new’ unions, a reso-
lution in favor of the legal eight-hour
day was carried. At the same Con-
gress a purely Soclalist resolution was
moved—but defeated. Since then. al-
though the wave of enthusiasm that
swept the country in 1890 has broken,
and there is something of an ebb in
the tide; the same Socialist resolution
that had been moved and defeated in
1891, 1892, and 1893, was actually cur-
ried by an overwhelming vote in 1894.
It is true that many voted for it who
either did not understand its bearing,
or who regarded it merelr as a plous
opinion. But this matters little com-
paratively. The movement is there—
and that is the main thing.

“Meantime, the differences between
the ‘old’ and ‘new’ unions are becom-
ing more and more accentuated. The
former adhere to the ‘No polities’ cry
-~that is, no working class politice,
and still pin their faith to the Liberal
or even Tory party; while the latter,
like the Continental comrades, under-
stand that their emancipation can only
be achieved by means of political ac-
tion as a class.”

Embryo Socialists

“Great stress Is lald by some Em-
bryo Soclalists on the dictum that So-
cialism is not a mere party doctrine
of the Working Class, but a theory
o 1 the ipation of so-
clety at large, including the Capital-
i{st Class, from {ts present narrow con-
ditions. This i8 true enough in the
abstract, but ahsolutely useless, and
sometimes worse, in practice. So long
as the wealthy classes not only do not
feel the want of any emancipation, but
strenuously opp: the self. i
tion of the working class. so long th:
social revolution will have to be pre-
pared and” fought out by the working
class alone. The French Bourgeois
of 1789, too, declared the ipation
of the Bourgeoisie to be the emanci-
pation of the whole human race; but

1/the nobility and clergy would not see

it; the proposition—though for the
time being, wl}h respect to feudalism,
an abstract historic truth—soon be-
came & mere sentimentalism, and dis-
appeared from view altogether in the
fire of the revolutionary struggle. And
today, the very people who, from the
“impartiality” of their superior stand-
polint, preach to the workers a Soclal-
ism soaring high above their classes
Interests and class struggles, and tend-
ing to reconcile in a higher humanity
the interests of both the contending
classes—these people are either neo-
phytes, who have still to learn a great
deal, or they are the worst enemies
of the workers,—wolves in sheep's
o/othing."—Frederick Engels in 1892.

“If we all lived within our means
it would be a sad blow to business.—
Life” “Jim" HUl to the contrary, not-

LABOR WAR

That the class-struggle, about which
the Soclalists talk so much, is more
than a mere theory. nearly everbody
knows. That the capltalist press re-
alizes it is being made manifest by its
studled ignoring of great battles in the
international class war.

One of the more recent instances
is the great lockout in the building
industry in Germany.

CAPITALIST PRESS SILENT.

A few lines, brefly relating that such
a lockout was declared was all that
was prioted In the Seattle dailies.
“The Star,” the workingman's friend
(?), did not even print a line about
this lockout, which s of such interest
to workingmen,

We are therefore compelled to await
the arrival of the European Labor pa-
pers, before any definite idea can be
formed of the trouble.

CAUSES OF LOCK-OUT. |

The facts leading toward the lock-|
out are about as follows:

The wcrkers in the German build-
ing industry have for a long time been
among the best organized, and there-
fore tLe best paid. In practically all
of the larger cities their working
hours have been reduced to nine, and
in no place do they exceed ten, as |
compared to eleven and twelve of
some Years ago.

Master Bullders are organized into
local branches which in turn are fed-
erated into “The Employers' Associa-
tion in the German Bullding Indus-
try.”

This cuntral organization has not,
until the last few years, directly in-
terfered with trade agreements.

In 1908 it appeared for the first time
with a general proposition, represent
ing all mas<ter buflders. In 1909 a ong
year's contract was made with the
unions in the building industry. This
contract was to run until April 1, 1910,
It was evidently believed by the
German employers that the working-
men would not dare to enter a nation-
wide fight and could thus better be
cowed,

Because of the industrial depression
of last year the German unions sub-
mitted to certain conditions in the
contract which they would not have
done under ordinary circumstances,
For instance, plece work was recog-
nized, under certain conditions.
Towards the close of 1909 the Em-
ployers’ Association proposed a new
agreement to go into effect April 1,
1910.

CAPITAL'S ULTIMATUM.

In this ultimatum, the demands
made on the unjons are so many that
space forbids the enumeration of them
all. However, following are some of
the most important ones.

1. It was demanded that the unions

recognized plece work, without limita-
tion.

IN GERMANY

——

By Arthur Jeﬁsen

2. In place of a minimum wage, the
employers want introduced an average
or normal wage, and in place of a
fixed wage scale, a classified or grad-
ed scale, y

3. Workers are to pledge them-
selves, through their organization, to
use only employment agencies. con-
ducted by the employers, when seek-
ing work.

4. Wages to remain the same,

5. Working hours not to be less
than ten. -

6. All agitation to be prohibited
on the jobs or on places connected
therewith, )

7. Labor organizations are to pledge
themselves to accept whatever form
of wages (merchandise, cash, house
rent, ete.) employers in the respec-
tive localities consider most suitable,

These are ome of the chief demands
made by the employers.

Of course, it is impossible to accept
them.

EMPLOYERS SPLIT.

However, the lock-out is not as gen-
eral as the employers wished it. The
local organization of master builders
have fu several efdes withdrawa frox
the central body and made local agree-
ments with the unions. This is the
case in Hamburg, Magdeburg and sev-
eral other large cities In northern

| Germany,

The lock-out was declared April 15,
but because of the disaffection in the
employers’ ranks less than 200,000
were thrown out of work instead of
400,000 as threatened by the em-
ployers.

On account of the silence of the cap-
italist press and of the lack of a Labor
press telegraphic service no detalls
are known as to the further progress
of the lock-out. We must await the
arrival of the foreign papers,

“The Workingman's Paper,

“Dear Comrades: 1 send you $3.00
to' pay for ‘The Workingman's Paper’
for mysclf and for two other comrades,

“Yours for the success of the paper
and the friends who have stood by
you. WM. H, BROWN."

]

Comrade Brown is one of our best
“friends,” who has always “stood by.”
His letters are the kind a Socialist
Paper apreciates, They never come
empty! ’

He is a wage-worker, and is like the
rest of wage-workers, sometimes he
has a job and sometimes he hasn't
But somehow he always manages to
“dig up” from $1 to $10 for the paper
he believes is helping to bring about
the emancipation of his class.

If it were not for such wage-workers
there would be little hope for the vic-
tory of the working-class.

Would there were a thousand to
every one in the United States—and
then, well, things would be doing!

April 27th, three weeks after the
vives her:

complishment and promise.
She was one of the clearest in

would have been so great a loss to

yet so capable and self-reliant that

on when the test comes.

on the streets. Only three months

secure their final victory.
The marriage of Emil Herman
by all as an Ideal one.

lived for, have lost her.
him and he will be the stronger for

“Life or

ELEANOR MAURER HERMAN

Eleanor Maurer, wife of Emil Herman, died at Tacoma, Thursday,
Thus the Proletarian Cause loses another of its best, both in ac-

all the Washington band of Socialists.

S8he was so self-distrustful that she was slow to come forward,

sume her rightful place of influence and leadership,
those quiet, thoughtful, immovable persons who can always be depended

For several years she has been a school teacher and since her mar
riage has been developing herself toward public speaking, principally

tion, as the readers of this paper will remember, Eleanor Herman vol-
unteered to go to Spokane and to jail there for the sake of Free 8peech.
She even declared her willingness and pride to bear her child in that
Jall rather than suffer the Proi.ourlunl to lose their fight. Together with
Mrs. Hyde, she went to Spokane when the fight appeared to be a losing
one, and their presence there and fearless interviewing of public officlals,
did much to encourage the I. W. W. In those trying last days and to

Both were American born of German stock and

both were devotedly and Intelligently attached to the cause of the Wage
Class. Each needed the other, and her husband will have the warmest

sympathy of all their comrades now that he and The Cause they both
He was the stronger for having her beside

and devotion to cheer him In his work,

Eleanor led her parents to Socialism. She was the hcpe and support
of her aged mother, who now must console herself with the care of
the little grandson committed to her, .

Death, then, who shall heed it, what we gain or what we lose
Fair fiies Life amid the struggle, and The Cause for sach shall choose.”

birth of their baby son, who sur

theory and sturdiest in practice of

Hardly any woman In this state
.

the Cause.

she could not fail ultimately to as-
She was one of

ago, in spite of her delicate condi-

and Eleanor Maurer was regarded

having the memory of her strength
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OF AMERICA .

Beginning With Oct. 10 There Is Be-
ing Issued a Sunday Edition of

The New York Call

This Sunday paper, for which there
bas been a strong demand, will con-
tain a complete condensation of the
week. Being, therefore, partly of the
pature of & weekly periodical it will
be able to circulate to every part of
the Union.

There will be full Socialist and

f

ward Russell, R. Rives La Monte and
others.

Very soon will be commenoced the
serial publication of the greatest book
yot written by Maxim Gorky, which is
the noblest and most

penned. y

“NOT THE BIGGEST SUNDAY
PAPER BUT THE BEST.”

to that class as a whole?

tion. It seems inconceivable to some that a

“workingmen which does not bear its own
“The Worl 's. Paper”

The following outlines our position exactly:
It supports the UNION of Wage-Workers.
cided from this standpoint.

ment. We follow, not force, that Movement.

1an movement,
The immediate aim of “The Worki

ered, by this or that would-be universal reformer.

historical movement going on under our very eyes.

tarian Revolution.
Workingmen of all countries, unite!

paper was founded in 1900.
The Proletarian elements now scattered in A. F. of

s (Reprinted From Our First Issue in 1910.)
In what relation does “The Workingman's Paper” stand to the various organizations of the Wage Class, and
TlﬁnqautionhfrequenﬂyMmthtdﬂlmpudounmmofmwupmtmypmmm

an organ of any exclusive branch of Proletarianism. Yet that is the critical scienti
assume. It is the complete opposite, for example, of the De Leonist attitude, which damns every organization of

: sees good in the L W. W,
good in the A, F. of L., and even in De Leon’s 8. L. P.
aiso constructive, for the paper secks to promote the good in all and to remove the evil in all. And on every
occasion, this paper seeks the solidarity of all Proletarians,

“The Workingman’s Paper” does not seck to form a separate party opposed to other working-class parties.
We advocate no interests separate and apart from t‘:o:e of the Proletariat as a whole. All policies are de-
< We do not set up any sectarian principles of our own by which to shape and mould the Proletarian Move-

“The Workingman’s Paper” is distinguished from partisan journals of the working class by this only: 1.
In the various struggies of the wage class organizations with the capitalists, this
to the front the common interests of the entire Proletariat, independently of all apparent divisions, national, in-
dustrial or personal. 2. In the various stages of development which the struggle of the Worki i
the Bourgeoisie has to pass through, this paper will always and everywhere, in the future, as in the past ten
years, strive to represent the interests of the movement as a whole.

“The Workingman's Paper” therefore, encourages, on the one hand, practically every advanced and reso-
lute organization of Wage Workers wherever found, those organizations which push forward all others; on the
other hand, theoretically, like all scientific Proletarian publications, we have the advantage over many Labor
papers, of clearly understanding the line of march, the conditions and the ultimate general results of the Proletar-

's Paper” is the same as that of all other really Proletarian
namely: FORMATION OF THE PROLETARIAT INTO ONE CLASS, OVERTHROW OF BOURGEOIS
SUPREMACY, CONQUEST OF POLITICAL POWER BY THE PROLETARIAT.

Our theoretical conclusions are in no way based on ideas or principles that have been invented, or discov-
These conclusions merely express the actual relations springing from an existing Class Struggle, from an
We disdain to conceal our revolutionary views and aims.

tained only by the forcible overthrow of all existing social foundations. Let the ruling class tremble at a Prole-
The Proletarians have nothing to lose but their chains. They have a world to win!

To assist in organizing the Wage Slaves of Capital into a union capable of winning such an emancipation, this
It has no other policy in 1910.

other bodies, together with multitudes now unorganized in the United States,
a UNITED LABOR PARTY. To that end this paper is devoted.

can be non-sectarian, an organ of Proletarianism but

attitude this paper seeks to

sees good in the “I'm a Bum” song; but it also sees
It also sees evil in all of them. This critical method is

paper will point out and bring
king Class against

organs,

We openly declare that Proletarian ends can be at-

L,LW.W,W.F.of M,S8.P,S. L. P, U. W. W, and
must some time come together as

“

A Proletarian Newspaper

(Reprinted from our issue of March 19, 1910,

Some of our friends are disturbed over the new attitude of this paper,
as described on our second page, under the heading, “Where We Stand."
“The Socialist” having been so long a Proletarian paper attached to a party,
they cannot now adapt themselves to that new viewpoint of ours which
does not regard any specific organization of Proletarians as the sole repre-
sentative of the Proletariat as a whole,

For instance, some of our I, W, W. readers resent our support of a
political organization in Seattle, and consider us gullty of treachery to the
Proletariat because we advocate anything ‘“political.” Others are dis-
tressed when we give the 1. %W, W.'s so much prominence, since they regard
them as part of the “Slum-Proletariat” and hence dangerous to the true
working class, Still others condemn us for supporting-a “Labor Party”
which does not clearly perceive itself as based on the Class-Struggle. In
a word, they cannot agree to a policy which ' recognizes Proletarianism
wherever found, but does not venture to select any one branch of Proletar-
ians to the exclusion of all other branches,
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Let us remind our critics that this paper has never been dogmatic as to
tactics. In fact, the only thing we have been “cock-sure” about is a well-
authenticated fact, wherever observed. From the accumulation of such
facts, certain conclusions may be drawn, though these conclusions gre liable
to be erroneous and must be subject to the discovery of more facts and to
a better generalization from the facts. That person who has reached posi-
tive irreversible conclusions on any subject has practically ceased to live
and become a mere automaton. He has “principles” to which the world
must conform or the world is wrong. Buch a person is unsclentific, dog-
matic, sectarian, unprogressive, mentally unresponsive and dead. He is
one of those men “you can't talk to,” he 158 Incapable of argument, because
his mind is unapproachable, it is fixed and right beyond the possibility of
error; he may let you speak, but he doesn't listen to you; his knowledge
is so superior to yours; he has nothing to learn; he is the intellectual
Pharisee and all those who do not agree with him are Publicans and Sinners.

. & 0 . .

Now, the paper hitherto known as “The Socialist” has never assumed
this attitude of intellectual Pharisaism, even with respect to its principles,
and still less with respect to methods. We are thoroughly convinced, for
instance, that the Marxian Law of Value is established as the governing
law of Capitalist Economics, as much as we are convinced that the Law of
Gravitation is established as controlling the stellar universe; though even
in these cases we would not assert with absolute dogmatism that no future
revision of these laws is possible. So, too, we hold it incontrovertible at
present that the Wage-Class must achleve its own emancipation, though
this is a deduction from the Law of Value, the Law of Wages, the Law of
Exploitation, the Law of Class Interest,
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With ;this as a fundamental proposition, that the Proletariat must
emancipate itself, certain further deductions have to be made with respect
to Tactics, that is, with respect to the methods by which the Working-Class
shall’ emancipate itself. On this subject, dogmatism is inexcusabley since it
concerns the future, and the best social prophets have been discredited by

'm“timlzbothlmmmdlbmoomlmumlu.

It has been the generally accepted bellef that Proletarian Emancipation
would use, as its chief instrument, the Capitalist device known as the Elec-
tive Franchise. The Communist Manifesto refers to the “organization of
the Proletarians into & class and consequently into a political party,” as a

i | part of social development and shows “the conquest of political power by

e R bty e o Basaspth 1ok ekt 1o, sour
70 1 mat
‘emancipation.

of political power” . RN
for us to say oategoricdlly that the elective franchise will be
{nstrument by which the Proletariat must achieve his own

lcal power, can kill and conquer the Proletariat, still is there no other way
to capture that power to kill and conquer which is incident to that Class-
thing known as the State? Is there no other possible tactic but the Ballot-
tactic?

It is puerile to tie the hope of the Proletariat to any method which

proves itself impracticable,
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Therefore, “The Socialist” has mever been dogmatic as to tactics. It
has been remarked by many that the promised chapters on Tactics in “Rev-
olutionary and Reform Socialism” by the editor of this paper, have been
unaccountably delayed for some three years. The real reason is that the
editor has never been sufficiently settled in his own mind om the question
of the method by which the Working-Class will achieve its own emancipa-
tion, to complete that part of his little book. This attitude of uncertainty
may not be satisfactory to those whose minds are so constituted that they
require absolute knowledge and partisan limitations to make them con-
tented, but it seems to us the only attitude possible to an open, sclentific
mind with respect to matters which can be settled finally by the test of evo-

lutionary experience alome.

All this is not to say that this paper commits itself to “Direct Action” or
repudiates the Political Party method. We have used this {llustration taken
from contemporary Proletarian history in order to make our point clear,
namely, that it is possible to conduct a Proletarian Newspaper which is not
partisan or sectarian or dogmatic,

We do not profess to know whether the I, W. W, is sufficlently adapted
to present Proletarian conditions in America to become the instrument of
universal Proletarian organization and Revolutionary action; but we do rec-
o‘nlzoltulpnnotmcluw&woudvﬂlnponltudumrmlt
as calculated to develop Class intelligence, Class spirit and Class action.

We do not know whether the present tendency of the A. F. of L. toward
the formation of a political party, composed of Union men primarily, is des-
tined to develop into a Class Party compelling legislative ameliorations of
Working Class conditions, or whether it will degenerate into a mere Pro-
gressive Party, catering to Middle-Class reactionary elemenats like the farm-
ers; but we do know that the membership of the A. F. of L. is composed of
Wage-Workers engaged in contests with their employers for a greater share
of Wage-Labor's product, and that the concentration of Capital is forcing
these A. F. of L. Proletarians to act more and more as a Class and less and
less as Crafts, and therefore we encourage all these tendencies toward
Clasa action, both as Unions and as a political party. ’

Wor'mluthoA.F.otL.ummAnmmnot
mhuﬂmmdwodomminumbymm‘mm
ciples,” revolutionary or otherwise, but by its own interests so far as it per-
cotvathem.udlthourpl.atoldpltwulnmummm
avold reactionary entanglements. We do not deny its Proletarian charscter
nor its part in the historic Class-Struggle. We would like to see it clearer,
we will do our best to make it clearer, but we will not be so unscientific as
wdwnmgmdnﬂmtmmhmmlbodyo!Twl(uuonWla-
Workers is.a Capitalist institution, while an organization of One Hundred In
Cincinnat! or Seattle is the real Proletarian body, inasmuch as it declares of
lllol!."woclnpwvowmmmnhmwymouubun‘lnm
Labor.World today.”

Some of us are mow to be found in an attempted new Party called the
Wage-Workers' Party which has not yet completed its organisation and bas
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Btate Party if it shall be so unwise as to uuite, for the sake of a few, or
many, votes, with the Farmers' Leagues which are springing up over the
country to secure better prices and lower R, R. rates, both of which terd to
lower the purchasing power of wages and hence make it harder for the Un-
fons to maintain their standard of llving. Ask the Farm-Laborers to unlon-
ize themselves and demand an 8-hour day, if you want to see the absurdity of
the farmers and wmwox:ker- belonging to the same organization,

We expect our new attitude will lose us a good many friends and sup-
porters, but we have never yet accommodated our views to our subscription-
list and we cannot begin now. We shall conduct a Proletarian Newspaper,
alming to give that news which is most significant of Proletarian advances,
which will best promote the Class-Spirit, develop the Class-War, encourage
Class-Solidarity and hasten the final victory of the Proletarian Class,
e * ° & @

We append an extract from a recent letter sent to an I. W. W, official, in
response to a friendly letter from him,

Extract from Editor’s Letter

My Dear 8.—

I would like you to understand perfectly the attitude of this paper. It
will support every contest which it regards as a part of the Class-Struggle of
Labor against Capital, though it may not indorse without reserve the organ-
ization conducting such contest. Our alm is to unify the Proletariat against
the Bourgeolsie. We do not think the I, W. W, the only Proletarian organ-
ization engaging in the Class-Struggle, though we are doing a great deal to

; | promote its growth by reporting its activities. But we do not surrender the

right to eriticise It. Our attitude is the same toward the A. F. of L, though
more eritical, as that body seems to us less Proletarian in spirit and less
revolutionary in form than yours,

It we come to see things differently, as your Branch of the Proletariat
develops, we shall not hesitate to change our attitude.

We await the normal evolution of the Working-Class itself, and do what
z'uuwmmmm‘mmmwummvno
‘The unswerving loyalty of this paper, through ten years of loss and

| calumny, to the interests of the Wage-Workers, is the best guarantee of its

future course.
Hie P HERMON F. TITUS.

- Sinosrely yours,



i

(Reprinted from our issue of April 9, 1910.)
mmmﬁmmmvum'ﬁwmmpmmm
the United States today is the Rebellion of Small Business against Big Busl-
ness. - :
Pinchot versus Ballinger 18
against its exclusion by Big Business from all business. Gifford Pinchot him-

at bottom Small Business rebelling

self sald last Christmas: “For whose benefit shall the national resources be
conserved, for the benefit of the many or for the use and profit of the few?
The great conflict now being Tought will decide.”

Ballinger and Taft have Big Business behind them. There is no practical
doubt Ballinger was selected for his cabinet position by and for the enormous
Capital invested in Metal Mines, in order to insure to the Guggenhelms and
their assoclates the possession of the Alaskan treasures of copper and coal.
Pinchot's contention is that these treasures should be retalned by the Gov-
ernment 80 as to give equal opportunity for their use to the “American Peo-
ple;” that is, to the small investor and prospector. He invelghs against “Ex-
cessive Profits from the Control of Natural Resources Monopolized by a Few."

. 8 *

There are many theorizers who, following Marx slavishly, claim the Mid-
dle Class is too timid to put up a fight for itself, that it is disintegrating and
has no future. But the American Middle Class has different traditions and
training from the “Petty Bourgeolsie” and small traders referred to by Marx.
The best representative of this American Middle Class is Theodore Roosevelt,
the Strenuous. No one will deny that he is a good fighter. Other words of
Gitford Pinchot have the ring of battle in them, as follows:” “We have al-
lowed the great corporations to occupy with their own men the strategic points
in business, in social and in political life." *“The only thing to do with them
Is to fight them and to beat them.” That does not sound like timidity and in-
capacity.

The “Insurgents” among the Republicans, like La Follette and Cummins
in the Senate and Norris and Polndexter in the House, with thelr Small Busl-
ness backing of Farmers and Merchants in the West, are only another mani-
festation of this Middle Class Rebelllon.

The Bryan Democrats are another branch, though less capable and more
politic. '

The vast growth and of the per Mag in the last five
years is directly due to the fact that they volce the popular discontent with
the unparalleled development of the monopolistic trusts. “Everybody’s”
jumped to a half-million circulation on the ctrength of Tom Lawson's flerce
attacks on “Standard Ofl.” The swarm of “Muck-Rakers,” like Charles Ed-
ward Russell, Judge Lindsey and Stannard Baker, are pald for and inspired by
the militant hosts of these Middle Class Rebels.

h "

What will be the result? Is it possible for the Rebellion to become a
Revolution? Will this American Middle Class, counsisting of millions of men
who have hitherto been ful in busi ; men ted and bardened
for conflict by their two centuries of experience as Ploneers: will they win
this battle against the comparatively small Army of Monopoly, Special Privi-
ted Wealth? g

Those glibly say they have no chance, because the Laws of Combina-
tion will géfeat them inevitably, may have miscalculated social forces. For
the nex| p in the evolution of American soclety may be Government Owner-

ship in(the)interest of the Middle Class. “Conservation” means, as Pinchot
BAYyS, “our natural resources must be conserved for the benefit of the
many.” The Government, by this plan, shall retain its ownership of the coal
fields of Alaska and of the power sites on streams, so as to forestall private
ownership and monopoly and to insure “Equal Opportenity.”

* Suppose Roosevelt, on his return, with his immense popularity and genius
tor forceful leadership, shall openly dety “Cannonism” and “Aldrichism” and
Taftism, there is no doubt he can be re-elected as the Napol of the Middle
Class Rebellion. He will have behind him a Congress overwhelmingly Middle
Class and Anti-Monopoly. What is to prevent comprehensive legislation in
the direction of Middle Class Socialism? Gifford Pinchot is now on his way
across the Atlantic to be the first to consult with the returning Roosevelt on
the Conservation Issue. <

Bear in mind again what Pinchot sald in that remarkable interview of
his last December: “The Conservation issue is a great moral issue. When a
few men get possession of one of the necessaries of life, either through own-
ership of a natural resource or through unfair business methods, and use that
control to extort undue profits, as In the recent cases of the Sugar Trust and
Beef Packers, they Injure the average man without good reason, and they are
gulity of a moral wrong."

Such a call, addressed to the expropriated masses of the Middle Class,
appealing to their interests and | alike, is certain to be recived with
militant fervor. What rigkt, it will be demanded, bave the Morgans, the
Rockefellers, the Guggenheims, the Armours, to segregate the vast wealth
produced by this Industrial Age and to use it to debauch municipal councils,
state legislatures and courts, and even national officials, creating a Reign of
Graft unexampled in all history?

To this national guestion, put in the name of “The Common People,” and
of “The Right to Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness,” may arise an
instantaneous and overwhelming Middle Class vote in favor of the Restraint
of Monopoly by means of Government Ownership of the Monopolistic Trusts,
inclnding the Raliroads, the Alaskan and other Coal Mines, the Oil Trust, the
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‘|the sweeping' victory of the Social-Democratic Party in’
. {curred, where its msajority mounted up to 8,000 over the Demotrats,

me The entire country is wondertag' how it ‘was dome and

; ; COppeE. .| ; !m‘g
battle cry,

‘Soctalfsm,” the kind that has for its

“Bourgeols

| “Let the Nation Own the Trusts,” the kind of Socialism that Bryan was
|charged with in

the last Campaign, the kind of Socialism that is growing
popular, the kiad of Socialism that Victor Berger and Samuel Gompers rep-

resent, and that the Socialist Parties of both Europe and America are coming

" | Undoubtedly, such s Socfalism is reactionary both in itself and as com-
pared with the uninterrupted development of Monopoly.

It aims to preserve the present system of .Capital and Wage Labor:
There is no suggestion In the program of Roosevelt or Bryan or Hearst or of
‘any other of these “Radical” spokesmen of “The Common People,” that the
appropriation of profit from the employment of wage workers shall cease,
that the competitive wage system shall be abolished or that there shall no
longer be a Proletariat.

' Rather, their ideal 1s & Middle Class, capitalistic, free-for-all Paradise,
ke the present, only the tyranny of Monopoly and of the Industrial Glants
shall be prevented by Public Ownership of those which have already attalned
uncontrollable dimensions. ;

We call this reactionary, because it practically preserves the Status Quo
of Wage Exploitation and puts off to some distant future the Emancipation of
the Wage Class from its compulsory .service to the Capitalist Class. A large
competitive Middle Class, based on Capitalist Profit as at present, might
maintain itself indefinitely in power, because fortitied by the enormous income
to be derived from the National Industries taken over from the Trusts, thus
relieving the Government from all ity of depend on Taxation and
legisiative Budgets; a condition which now exists in a modified form in Rus-
sia, Prussia, Japan and in all countres where Public Ownership already finds
a partial exemplification. Trar Nicholas and Kalser William are both enabled
to sustain their oligarchies, in spite of popular dissatisfaction, because of the
money obtained by their governments from the administration of the State
owned Railways, Telegraphs and other “Natural Monopolles.”

On the other hgnd, it the Trusts are allowed to proceed to their “natural”
conclusion, then the organization of industry into larger and larger units,
completely eliminating the “Little Fellow” by pretipitating him into the Pro-
letariat, will go on apace, ‘with accelerating speed. At the present rate, how
long will it take for the Harrlman and Hill systems of Rallways to effect a
combination which will be able to crush and absorb all the other Rallroads
in the United States? Attorney F. B. Kellogg, arguing for the Government
before the U. 8. Supreme Court, stated recently: “The Standard Oll Co., if
permitted to go on undissolved, will own the business of the Nation In five
years."

It may be that even now their economic power 1s s0 great that no possible
union of Middle Class elements In soclety can be effected strong emough to
withstand the purchasing and disintegrating influences of wholesale bribery.
The well known alliance of Big Capital and the Slum in our cities, llke New
York and San Francisco, point in this direction.

If such an economic supremacy of Great Capital has already been achleved,
and hence, If the Middle Class Rebellion shall provc abortive, then Aldrich and
Cannon and Taft and Ballinger, and all the rest of the tools of Great Capital
in the State, are indeed the servants of Progress, unconsciously hastqning the
industrial organization of American soclety under the lead of the Captains of
Industry.

To be sure, such a progress i{s won at the expense of personal liberty and
the extension of wage slavery, and the utter extinction of ‘the entire class of
splendid fighters who have bullt America out of the wilderness.

Yet it 1s better that one Middle Class generation should perish than that
ten geverations of Proletarians should live and die in slavery.

When the Trusts have developed into The Trust, when all productive in-
dustry in the United States has been unified under one management, and the
Government s nothing but the repressive power of this centralized, syndicated
Oligarchy of Wealth, then the “Common People” and the expioited Proletariat
will be i{dentical and have identical interests, and consequently will form a
vast and irresistible Revolutionary Class.

The sooner this centralization of economic and political power is accom-
plished, the better the prospect for such an exploited class being competent
for united and revolutionary action; for the present American Middle Class
or their children will make poor slaves and rebellious subjects.

Consequently, we regard it as desirable and progressive that the Present
Milddle Class Rebellion should not succeed, that Bourgeols Socialism should
be exposed for what it is, an attempt to help the Class of Little Business to
perpetuate itself and to postpone indefinitely the day of Wage Labor’s Emanct-
pation.

The key to the immediate situation Mes with the American Working
Class. .

The Middle Class Rebellion depends for its success on the co-operation of
the Wage Class.

The victory of Big Business and the abolition of Little Business also de-
pends upon the action of the Proletarians.

It is announced that Gompers is contemplating the format’sn of a political
party to be composed of the Unions affillated with the American Federation
of Labor, in combination with certain Farmers' organizatons, alleged to num-
ber some three million voters. If this be true and such a party is formed, it
will be in direct line with the Mlddle Class Rebellion outlined in this article.
For these Farmers’ Unlons are not organizations of the Farm Laborers, but of
the Bmall Farm owners. Their program goes no further than Public Ownership
of Public Utilities, combined with the Utoplan demand for the Initistive and
Referendum, as if thismethod of voting were not more susceptible to control
by Big Capital than the present representative system.

The reactionary character of a Gompers political party, composed of Pro-
letarian Labor and Agrarian Small Capital, is sufficiently obvious. It would
easily form a basis for the Middle Class Rebels to bulld their political rebellion
on. If the American Working Class is so littla enlightened as to its own in-
terests and so lacking initiative as to follow such allen proposals, then indedd
the Middle Class may succeed I saving Itself and in prolonging Wage Slavery.
It were far better to have the combination existing in San Francisco made
national in scope, namely, that Labor should unite with Big Capital and the
Slum to win political power; in which case, the Middle Class will go to tbe
wall, the Trusts will complete their efficlent organization of soclety and the
Wage Class will be consolidated Into a mighty, revolutionary and irresistible
social force.
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And there you are. It is up to the Proletariat.

It it follows the reactionary lead of Gompers and unites its forces with
the Middle Class Rebels, it may delay for many years the abolition of Class
Rule {n soclety and its own elevation to equal participation in the benefits of
human invention. :

But if it works with Big Capital to destroy the Middle Class, root and
branch, with the greatest possible celerity; or if, better still, the Proletariat
shall act together as one man, both industrially and politically, for its own
class interests exclusively, then it will display an historic initiative and mili-
tant hegemony, which will make for the most rapid evolution out of soclety
burdened with Class Antagonism into that association, sure to come some
time, “in which the free development of each is the condition for the ifree de-
velopment of all” i i

The Milwaukee
Election

(Reprinted from our issue of Aprl 9, 1910)
Since our editorial on the “Rebellion of the Middle Class” was'

%

Vietor Berger s

man in the hitherto strong Republican Brockton district in Massachusetts,
means. It means the Revolt of the Middle Class against high prices and the
Trusts, which they imagine are the cause of thé high prices. The Milwaukee
SocialDemocrats (not “Soclalists,” mind) are only a step removed from the
ordinary Middle Class Democrats, at Jeast in the popular mind and practically
»0 In reality. Berger's first announcement sent broadcast through the Asso-
mmmmwotmwm"w.mmuumwr
not & word as to the Working Class. Seidel said, “Capital need have no fear
from us.” Milwaukee is & city of homes, of Skilled Mechanics and Small
Tradesmen, who have united under the leadership of such men as Berger, Sel-
del, Thompson and Gaylord, two business men and two preachery, for the pur-

pose of buylng the necessaries of life, like gas, ice, coal, wood, light, street|.

car fares, lunches, bread, water, etc., etc., at cheaper rates. Seldel, the new
mayor, says, “We will do nothing revolutionary. We will show the merits of
Socialism by insistent and consistent conservatism.” Berger says, “This vic-
tory is a victory for Progress, a little step toward a higher phase of civilisa-
tion.” These expressions denote the Middle Class and reactionary character
of the Milwaukee brand of Soclalists, or, as they themselves prefer to be
called, Bocial-Democrats.

Undoubtedly the Bocialist Party of the United States will tumbie over
itself to follow Milwaukee. Already Victor Berger dominates the National
Executive Committee of that party, while the Proletarian and revolutionary
elements are driven out, as in Washington, or discouraged and divided, as in
California. The race of this party is now to outstrip the Democrats in bidding
for the support of the great Middle Class, better known as “The Common
People.” Except in Milwaukee, and in isolated spots, the Boclalist Party in
this country has hitherto amounted to little as a vote getter, and the sight of
the Milwaukee trough will make their mouths water. The result at the com-
ing conveation of the Party at Chicago in May will be a stirring anti-trust call,
addressed to the working class in form and to the business class in fact. It
will be, as Berger says, an appeal for “Progress,” for another “step toward a
higher phase of civilization.” In this new appeal, nothing will be insisted on
which will alarm the bourgeois distribution of Property, the Capital-and-Wage-
Labor system, in which Labor gets a “Falr Wage" and Capital, small or large,
gets the rest of Labor’'s product.
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Such a Social-Democratic political movement, taking the place of the old
and discredited Democratic Party, Is quite In keeplng with the aspirations of
the exasperated Middle Class as suggested In our leading editorial. It is also
quite in keeping with the economic ignorance prevailing in the American Pro-
letariat, that such a political movement should capture the most of the wage
workers organized in the American Federation of Labor, as it has in Mil-
waukee. The chances are that the various State Labor Parties now springing
into existence, as in Washington and Pennsylvania, will follow the same gen-
eral lines as the Milwaukee SBocial Democracy. In that case, it will be almost
inevitable that these Labor Partles will effect a coalition with Berger's city
party and establish a real political power, wherein the Working Class will be
used to save the Middle Class and to check the Trust Class.

Meanwhile the Revolutionary Proletarians are more and more combining
into Industrial organizations which menace the existing order and openly de-
mand the abolition of the Wage System Itself. As yet, this class of pro-
letarians has no political organization of the Proletariat for the Proletariat.
The two Socialist Parties are both travesties of proletarianism, both led by
the small business man and the intellectual. In San Francisco, the “Union
Labor” Party means Labor financed and used by Big Capital. In Washington,
the “United Labor” Party seems disposed to joln hands with the insurgent
farmers and thus make a sort of Milwaukee affair, in which case the Soclalist
Party of this state will lose what few remnants it has left at present. In
Pennsylvania, the “United Labor” Party is yet too raw to indicate its real
character, though its first declaration in Philadelphia contained a sop to the
farmers. Yet it 1s in this very state of Pennsylvania that the Revolutionary
Proletariat in the coal and iron industries is being forced into Class Con-
sciousness and Class organization.
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We belleve It to be the duty of every wage worker and of every other
person who wishes to further the emancipation of the wageworkers, to put him-
self where he can best discourage the spread of such Middle Class Soclalism
as Milwaukee represents, and which will only prolong the age of wage slavery;
and to ally himself with whatever organization will soonest promote the und
fication of the working class to abolish Capital und its accompanying Wage
Slavery.
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he will be glad to meet his patients.
He will confine himself mainly to
consultation and office practice, giv-
ing special attention to Diseases of
Women. Hours, 1 to 6 p. m. dally.
Take Bellevue-Summit car on Sec-
ond avenue or Plke street; get off
at Mercer street, and walk one
block down hill; 10 minutes ride’
from Pike street and Second ave.
Phone, Ind. A2187.

Advice given by mell

ank

“Bl
f the ROAD—

He nil

°Stiff’
With oﬂuers‘of his CLASS, he buift the road,

et

Now oer if,many a weary mile, he packs his load,

Chasing a JOB, spurred on by

HUNGERS Soad.

_ He walks and walks, and wonders why

In H—L, he built the road.

¢
n



Lmnuvepmuuuwawxmxmmmmam
Labor Pmyoxomtnﬂmundmoﬂu-munmmmuma
States.

We ‘now give the other side, as presented by num thu m the
New York "Sunday Call” on March 20th.

Notice that Walling quotes Kautsky in support of his w-mcn. Our
readers can compare Kautsky with Kautsky for themselves.

1t should be sald, too, that’ Ramsey MacDonald does mot represent the
whole British Labor Party. Keir Hardie and many others vigorously repel
his views. But there is undoubtedly a strong tendency in all Soclalist
Parties to accommodate their demands to that recently dispossessed body
of people in all civilized lands sometimes referred to as the “New Middle
Class,” composed of agents of & thousand sorts, half-business, half-salaried
nondescripts, who have lost their grip on Capital, but who resent becoming
Proletarian,

As to Walling hlmself he seems a disinterested capitalist, devoted to
soclal problems, but rather more idealist than practical. He and Phelps-
Stokes and Herron all disagree with Hunter and Hillquit and Berger in
regarding the British Labor Party and its American counterparts. the an-
ticipated Labor Party or the Milwaukee Social Democracy, as real Soclal-
‘st movements.

Of one point we are perfectly sure, and that is, THE WAGE CLASS
MUST BE MADE AWARE OF ITS SEPARATE INTERESTS BEFORE IT
WILL ACT SEPARATELY. Therefore, every discussion and every organ-
fzation and every publication which drives home to the Proletarians the
economie fact of Surplus Product, Unpaid Labor, Wage Robbery, are to be
commended and welcomed.. The present is a time when the Proletariat
is feeling after the best organization and many tentative efforts are to be
expected. Yet out of it all there is sure to evolve some form of party
or of union which will serve to overthrow the Rule and Robbery of Capitla.

Next week we expect to print a defense of the Labor Party by Keir

Hardie.

By William English Walling

Is a Socialist party desirable?

Yes— ¢
Everywhere Else.

It might appear that all Socialists
would answer this question in the af-
firmative. Certainly a Socialist party
is desirable, since it is the main ob-
ject of every Socialist to build up such
a4 party. The Soclalists of Germany
answered this question half a century
ago, and the Soclalists of every coun-
try of Europe and those of the United
States have given a similar answer,

No—In
Great Britain.

It is notorious the world over that
those who call themselves Sociallsts
in Great Britain have answered the
question in the negative, and the dis-
cussion of the tactics and perform-
ances of the British Labor party is
perhaps outgrown. However, the
philosophy that underlies the conclu-
slon that a Socialist party is not de-
sirable is always worthy of considera-
ation, aside from the way in which it
has been applied.

Not Socialism, i
But Socialisticism.

The appearance of & new book by
J. R. Macdonald, after' Kelr Hardle,
the most important leader of the chief
Soclalist party of Great Britain, the
Independent Labor party, and recent-
ly elected president of the Labor
party, makes it worth while to study
the reasons that underlie this conclu-
"Soclalistic” party.

“There is nothing in the famous
Socialist budget, as presented by Mr.
Snowden,” says he, “which does not
commend itself to the writer” (Mr.
Carnegie). The great capitalist then
¥oes over the points of the budget
one by ope and approves them, con-
cluding, after summing up the whole,
that the demands of Mr. Snowden's
budget are “just.” Similarly, Mr.
Carnegle examines inoto the writings
of all the leaders of the Labor party
~—Mr. Hardle, Mr, Jowett and Mr. Mac-
Donald. Of Mr. Jowett, the present
head of Mr. Hardle's party, Mr. Car-
negle says: “Nothing new I8 to
be obtained by Mr. Jowett's brand of
Soclalism except that Soclallstic cities
are to combine.”

Carnegie Even
“Dee-Lighted.”

But as might be expected, Mr. Car-
negle reserves his chief enthusiasm
for Mr. MacDonald, quoting at length
an article which is embodied in part
in the present book. Mr. Carnegie
is especially delighted with the fol-
lowing of Mr. Macdonald’s principles,
which he quotes at length:

“If the Socialist state is ever to
come, it is not by a sudden ¢hange in
economic and personal relationships,
but by a steady readjustment of exist-
ing relationships until the organic
structure  has been completely
changed.”

So much for Mr, Macdonald. “Nev-
er,” says Mr. Carnegle, “were truer
words written. Would that all Social-
ists apprehended that they are fatal
to the realization of the Socialistic
state * * * not only during our
time, but until or unless ‘the ornnh
structure’ be completely altered.”

Mr. Carnegie's joy over Mr. Mac-
denald’s “new Socialism™ is such that

'hon!enwltullnmmhhﬂu

; umovolnmc.

Now lochll-m" upt Soclalism
at All, S8ays Carnegle.

Ist body in Great Britain, thus stamp-
fng the Socialistic label on all these
points.”

Mr. Carnegie then takes up all the
points proposed by this “Soclalistic”
party, approves of them all and finds
that there is nothing Soclallstic about
any of them. Then Mr. Carnegie goes
on to mention the Socialist hostility
to militarism and war as another point
where he is In accord with the So-
clalists. He should read Mr. Mac-
donald’s latest book, where, as 1 have
shown, the latter advocates a raclal
policy which he confesses must lead
up to war. Then, indeed, Mr. Carnegie
would have to concede that the “So-
clalistic” program was even less ad-
vanced than his own.

The work of Centuries,
Says Carnegie.

The famous steel magnate con-
cludes that he hopes that Mr. Ram-
sdy Macdonald's warning “will sink
deep into the minds of the earnest,
sympathetic and able men who justly
enjoy the confidence of the masses
and are numbered among their lead-
ers, but who at the present time are
devoting their time and attention to
the Soclalistic system, which cannot
be established except by ‘a steady re-
adjustment of existing relations until
the organic structure has been com-
pletely altered.' To effect this change
would be the work of centuries.”

Hitherto American Soclalists have
drawn their inspiration from the
revolutionary and uncompromising
Socialism of the continent of Europe
and not from the trade union party
of Great Britain. I am aware that
some of the continental leaders have
despaired of seeing any true Soclal-
ism grow up in Great Britain, and
that they are even doubtful about the
United States. But the Socialists of
this country do aot share their
doubts, !

Bebel at
Nuremberg Congress.

Let us learn from the latest great
speeches and writings of the great-
est living prophets of our movement,
Bebel and Kautsky, what our true
position ought to be,

“It seems to me that those people,”
sald Bebel at Nuremberg, “who de-
mand from us fundamentally different
tactics (from those of the past), cease
to be Social Democrats, and that the
party, if it justifies these tactics,
ceases to be Soclal Democratic; that
it would have to change its name into
that of Social Reform Labor party.”

Here I8 the contrast: On the one
side a Social Democratic party, on the
other side, as the exact opposite of
this, a Social Reform Labor party.

“What, then.” asked Bebel further,
“is most decisjve for us; the little
soclal success or the final goal?
Doubtless the striving after the aboli-
tion of capitalistic society, the trans-
formation of the state of today into
a Soclalist state.”

Congress
Applauded Bebel.

At this point the congress broke
forth into earnest and vigorous ap-
plause; and as Bebel and the revolu-
tionaries recelved more than two-
thirds of its votes we can have no
doubt that the German party echoes
his sentiments nnlm this converslon
into a mere soclal reform labor party,

'Finally, having shown the position
of the gregtest Socialist

statesman, |
mu-uko_mvmumm
Soclalist ’ -

b Mhl Antlpauly i

“Journey toward Soctalism.” ‘Gomp-
erg’ term for same is, *“More, and then
More.” Berger's {s, “An u}dleu 8se-
ries of continually changing important
details,” and Andrew Camegle says,
“Never were truer words spoken”
than this definition by Macdonald, “A
steady readjustment of existing rela-
tionships until the organic structure
has been completely changed.”)

Mr. Macdonald further explains his
policy. “If my view of how parties
embody ideas and carry them to their
completion and fruition be correct, So-
clalism is to come through a Soclal-
istic political party, and not through
a Soclalist one. Indeed. paradoxical
though it may appear, Soclalism will
be retarded by a Socialist party, which
thinks it can do better than a Soclal-
istic party.

“Labor Party Nucleus
of New Party.”

The full weight of this conclusion
of Mr. Macdonald's cannot bé reached
unless it is remembered that the lead-
ing “Soclalist” party of England has
already refused to use the name So-
clalist in its title and that its leaders
have denounced the class struggle and
the materialist conception of history.
To Mr. Macdonald, however, the Inde-
pendent Labor party is not a Soclal-
Istic party, but a Soclalist party. But
It is certain that at least half of the
Soclallsts of the world will disagree
with him and conclude that the party
of Mr. Hardle and Mr. Macdonald is
already a Socialistic and not a Social-
st organization. As It has always
been admitted at international con-
gresses, however, something may be
said on the other side of the question.

When Mr. Macdonald speaks of the
Soclalist party, he confesses that he
has in mind the present Labor party,
which, to be sure, has consented to
co-operate with the already diluted
Soclalism of the Independent Labor
party and has even passed a resolu-
tion in favor of government owner-
ship, though it has refused to make
the ndvogacy of thig plank a necessary
qualification for its members or can-
didates, *

But \(R' Macdonald and his asso-
clates are not satisfied even with this
this doubke dilution of Socialism, for
he now proposes that “our present La-
bor party is but the nucleus of a new
party.” Socialism. it seems, is part
of the program of the Independent
Labor party, which represents a mi-
nority of the Labor party, which is to
be the nucleus of some new organiza-
tion!

Opposed to
Direct Legislation.

In order to assume the fusion of the
labor movement in, an even larger
“radical” organization, Mr. Macdonald

violently opposes the elementary
proposition of proportional represen-
tation, and also the referendum.

measures indorsed not only by the
Socialists of the world outside of Eng-
land, but even by every democratic
organization.

The “New
Socialism.”
Indeed, Mr. Macdonald himself

recognizes that his “new Soclalism"
is less advanced than the old radical-
ism in many questions. He calls at-
téntion to the fact that the “new So-
cialism 1s endowed with the historic
spirit;” and If we do not realize what
this means, he explains it himself and
we might almost be listening to a
German government professor or to
Nicholas Murray Butler or some other
leader of the Civic Federation:

“The new Socialism,” he says, “rec-
ognizes differences. It has no cast
iron system which has to be applied to
all races and all conditions—no pan-
acea, no universal mode of thought.”
And to give a definite example, he
adds: “It therefore does not consider
the native (colored) race as a white
one at an early stage of evolution.”

Democracy Native
to North Only.

The president of the British Labor
party Indeéd announces views on the
race question more reactionary than
any that have met my eyes. unless
written by some of our Southerners
or else German or English followers
of the philosophy of Kipling and
Nietzsche,

“I desire to make it clear,” says
Mr. Macdonald, “that T do not mean
that the aim of the native policy of
the white race must necessarily be
the uublllhmut of democratic gov-
ernment, as we understand lt. among
natives. The democracy of these north-
ern ma.ummm to the
race. To go with it North and South,
East and West, as though it were the |,
inevitable end of all government, is to
make a fetish of it.”

Soclalists have hitherto been of the

damoauy. or of the old radicalism.

two parties, is an ideal one—he
his associates are ready to be the
resentatives, to do the thinking
muuthmulm

Carnegle a
“Socialist, Too.”

Naturally this “new Soclalism” has
received applause from all quarters.
Notonlynomo‘t.luludlububop-
of the English' state church, as well
as conservatives in all walks of so-
clety, have approved of it. but even
80 ardent a capitalist and anti-Social-
Ist as Andrew Carnegle, the founder
of that great “friend” of labor, the
Steel Trust, indorses it. In his latest
book, “Problems of Today,” Mr. Ca.
negle finds that he is in hearty accord
with the program of Mr. Macdonald's
deed, he considers its universality to
be its only justification. “Today,” he
says, “the fleld of battle has become |
the whole world.”

(of the races) it is futlle to hope that |
the governing majority should ve
composed of natives where the natives
are in a majority, but where the white
men have established thelr own goy-
ernment and are no longer guests of
the native race. Nature does not
work this way. To mourn over this
is to mourn over ctuuon—tn utterly
useless pastime.”

Negro
Doomed.

It seems that it is equally useless to
mourn over the fate of the American
negro; “The white man,” says Mr,
Macdonald, “chose the easfer and the
more brutal part. He exerted his
power; he killed the native or brushed
him aside; he destroyed and dia not
help to fulfili; he established his own
government. That {s the accomplished
fact which makes the problem. I re-
gret it. It is.an unseemly blot on the
white man's escutcheon. And what
has been done cannot be undone—as
regards the Congo native, as regards
the United States negro.”

Walling Quotes
From Karl Kautsky.

In the “Rosd to Power,” this fa-
mous leader, the man who is accept-
ed by a majority of the Socialists of
nearly every country except KEng-
land as the greatest living authority,
denounces Macdonald’s plan to
achieve immediate political results at
any cost as follows:

“Troubled friends fear that the So-
clalist Democracy may gain a prema-
ture power in the state through a
revolution (in which case, of course,
a reaction might follow), but If there
is & danggr of obtaining premature
power, It comes from winning of the
appearance of power in the state be-
fore the revolution—that is, before
the proletariat has won the real polit-
lcal power. "So long as this has not
happened, the Social Democracy can
win a share in the power of the state
only by selling out {ts political in-
fluence to a bourgeols government.
The proletariat as a class can win
nothing by this, but only at the best
the parliamentarians who make the
bargain.

“Any one for whom soclal democ-
racy is the means of freeing the pro-
letariat must oppose such a partict
pation of his party in the ruling cor-
ruption in the most decisive man-
ner, ¢ ¢ ¢

“The only people who would gain
by this are those elements for whom
our party Is nothing more than a
ladder by which to climb higher—
namely the careerists and office
seekers. The less of such elements
We attract to us the more we repel
them, the better for our struggle.”

World-Wide
War Inevitable.

We are not surprised that a “Social-
ist,” who so thoroughly agrees with
Lord Curzon, Lord Morley, Colonial
Secretary Dernberg, Theodore Roose-
velt and President Taft, should look
forward calmly and without any pro-
test to a world-wide war as the result
of this race issue, For Mr. Macdonald
recognizes the inconsistency of insist-
ing that the markets of the so-called
inferior races be left open to ourselves
while the white man's countries are
closed to thelr emigrants.

“The present position,” he says, "u
being kept solely through force, and
most likely force will continue to sup-
ply the answer to my questions. The
position, therefore, is that both sides
are striving for self-preservation, and
war is not at all an unlikely eventual-
ity.” It has hitherto been the opinfon
of Soclalists. and even of democrats,
the world over that the white capital-
ists were the aggressors. It now
seems that the whole yellow race Is
equally responsible.

Even Monarchy
Not Bad.

Naturally an ardent imperialist like
Mr. Macdonald is unwilling to take a
decided stand against monarchy. Un-
like Bebel at Amsterdam, he will not
declare himself a republican. Social-
ists are agreed with Bebel that it Is
not worth while to undertake a revo-
lution for the sole purpose of over-
turning & constitutional monarchy,
but they all consider the republican
form of government as infinitely su-
perior pt Mr. Macd 1d Like
the upper classes of Austria, Mr.
Macdonald has a kind of liking for
monarchy. “In England,” he says,
“the power of the legislature will
probably make a republic unneces-

(Editor's Note, Yet Kautsky voted
for the admission of this British “La-
bor Party” of Macdonald’s into the
International Socialist Bureau and
Congress, and In last week's “Work-
inman’s Paper" defended his vote and
even advocated a similar party in the
U. 8)

Which 8hall
It Be?

Shall we form a Soclal D atic
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Is THE Socnallét Party Desnrable?

———

That 1s a very different question from that asked by Walllng in another
part of this paper, namely, “Is A Socialist Party Deslirable?”

It all hinges on what you mean by the term “Soclalist.” If you mean
Soclalistic, as defined by J. R. MacDonald, of the British Labor Party, and
as representing all who are opposed to the domination of the Trusts, in-
cluding the xreat masses of unenlightened wage-workers, then A Soclalist
Party Is by no means desirable—except for the Middle Class; and nefther
is THE Soclalist Party of the United States desirable. {nasmuch as It {s
now a Berger Party, a Milwaukee Party, whatever the Proletanjan-disposed
contl t and residue in its ranks, like Kerr and Bohn and Duchez may
say or do. The Kerr Co. as publishers of Scientific Socialist literature, are
of far more importance to the cause of the working class in America than a
so-called Socialist Party aiming only at a Middle Class and temporary
victory.

The Socialist Party in the United States has expelled its most revolu-
tionary elements and s now worshipping at the shrine in Wisconsin.
There is bardly a discordant note. Even the “International Sociallst Review"
in its last issue, feels cailed upon to extend a left- handed welcome to the
Mllwaukee success, even while editorially proposing a revision of the So-
clalist Party platform in the direction of the Wage-Class interest; which
fllustrates once more, by the way, the truth of Engels' remark that “the
essential of all criticism is—independence.”

The mission of a really Socialist Party, as shown in our paper last
week by Kautsky, Is educational rather than political. In this sense,
the position of Hyndman and Quelch in the Social Democratic Party of
England, {8 more conducive to Proletarian victory, than a Labor Party
which has been so MacDonaldized as to secure the approval of Andrew
Carnegie.

Nothing can be effected toward Proletarian emancipation until the
masses of workingmen are delivered from the overwhelming hypnotic {n-
fluence of Capitalist thought. A Soclalist Party which will assist toward
that awakening by Insisting in season and out of season on a Wage Class
basis for the Party, even though it be so Incc and unveraci as
the 8. L. P. is not to be condemned as useless. Out of this turmoil wiil
come one of these days a really Proletarian organization, having both a
Proletarian membership and a Proletarian knowledge.

sary, unless the monarch were to side
with the threatened Interest.” Of
course, this is begging the question.
The monarch sided with the threat-
ened Interest at the present moment,
and Mr. Macdonald himself confesses
that Queen Victoria's letters showed
that she sympathized ardently with
all the reactionary forces of Europe.
That the British monarch has less
power than the Czar or Emperor, s
acknowledged, but he represents the
policy of the gloved hand. The whole
Euglish press has recogunized his tre-
mendous influence in diplomacy, but
has also begged the question, by say-
ing that this influence was for the

party such as Marx and Engels, Lieb-
knecht, Bebel and Kautsky have done
in Germany, or shall we put an end
to our brief experiment, dissolve the
Socialist organization and form a
“Soclalistic” party, as J. R. Macdon-
ald advises?

It is sometimes said that no such
proposal has been made in this coun.
try. But how else are we to inter-
pret the statement made by one
member of our executive committee
that If an Independent Labor party
18 o be formed, we ought not only
o cooperate with it, but to “sup-
port it,” and the statement by an-
other member of the ive ¢om-

England, 1892/;---America, 1910

Industrially, and hence socially,
America has lagged many years be-
hind England, until very . . antly. And
even now American experiences can
be duplicated in England a score of
years ago. For example, in the fol-
lowing quotation from Engels, written

and has become the home of what is
called the ‘New Unionism'; that is to
say, of the organization of the great
mass of the ‘unskilled’ workers. This
organization may, to & great extent,
adopt the form of the old unions of
the ‘skilled’ workers, but it is essen-
tally different in character. The old

fn 1892, substitute “America” for unfons preserve the traditions of the
u w v

“England,” and “L W. W." for “New | ¢ hea they were foulded, aud
look upon the wages system as a once-

Unionism” and “East End,” and the

best. It may not be for the best next
time., Indeed, Mr. Macdonald's posi-
tion 1s still more clearly suggested by
his concluding sentence: “But I am
inclined to think that this question
will be settled more by accidental
events than by the operation of po-
litical principle.” The monarchy Iis
popular In England. Perhaps Mr.
Macdonald does not care to apply po-
litical principles to it.

mittee that we ought at least to form
some agreement with such an or-
ganization “as to candidates?”

The movement for a Labor party
is on foot in Pennsylvania, in Cali
fornia. in Chicago, and in New York.
It has already been officlally indorsed
by a majority of the trades unlons in
all these sections; it {8 favored by a
majority of the trade union papers.

The question, then, is opportune.
If a Labor party is formed, and if
the Socialist party “supports it,” or
comes to an ‘‘agreement about can-
didates,” then it will be a very short
time before the same question is
asked In this country as has been put
by the Sociallst leaders of this move-
ment in Great Britain,

Is a Socialist party desirable?

Will Macdonald’s principles be ap-
plied here also? The principle that
“Socialism will be retarded by a So-
clalist party.”

From a Worker

The “State” to
Be Supreme.

It is even worth while to penetrate
to the heart of this new school of re-
actionary “Soclalism.” In a word, it
is a Bismarckian Soclalism in a more
extreme form than the man of “blood
and iron” ever dared to announce.
Mr. Macdonald finds that Engels was
wrong In predicting that “the state
will have to die out when Soclalism
arrives.” On the contrary, says this
prophet of the British Soclalistic
movement, “the state will have reach-
ed an importance in the community
far greater than it could possibly have
attained under a regime of competitive
production and individualist eco-
nomics.”

The following extract from the let-
ter of Comrade Wm, C, Green helps
to “cheer us on the way” in more
/ ~\_/| ways than one:

The fears of Marx and Engels that
the machinery of the state, it too
rapidly developed, might be used to
crush and impede the Socialist move-
ment, are not shared by the English
luder. who himself expects to be on
the inside, according to his own.state-
ments. Mr. Macdonald's unregenerat-
ed state—for the Institution of mon-

Parliaments to Remalin.

“The Workingman's Paper.

“Dear Comrades: The Working-
man’s Paper has always proved stanch
and true In every emergency and has
never shunned any task or falled in
its duty. It seems a blistering shame
that such an efficlent defender and
fighter for the workingman's cause
should ever have to make a struggle
for its own life. I have had a pinch-
ing time financially myself of late, but
think my affairs will improve shortly,
and then I hope to help Soclalism a
- | little more generoualy, and surely will
|not forget ‘The Workingman's Paper’
when matters come around right. I
mumummmm

——

for-all established, final fact, which
they at best can modify in the futer-
est of their members. The new unions
were founded at a time when the
faith in the eternity of the wages sys-
tem was severely shaken; their found-
ers and proomters were Socialists
either consclously or by feeling; the
masses, whose adhesion gave them
strength, were rough, neglected,
looked down upon by the working-
class aristocracy; but they had this
immense advantage, that their minds
were virgin soil, entirvly free from the
Inherited ‘respectable’ bourgecis preju-
dices which hampered the bralns of
the better situated ‘old’ unionists.
And thus we see now these new unions
taking the lead of the working class
movement generally. and more and
more taking in tow the rich and proud
‘old’ unions.

“Undoubtedly, the East Enders have

committed colossal blunders: so have
thelr predecessors, and so do the doc-
trinaire Socialists who pooh-pooh
them. A large class, like a great na-
tion, never learns better or quicker

entire passage applies aimost word for
word to present conditions in the
United States:

“Today there {s ‘Soclalism again in
England.’ and plenty of It—Sociallsm
of all shades: Sociallsm consclous and
unconscious, Soclalism prosaic and
poetic, Soclallsm of the working class
and of the middle class, for, verily,
that abomination of abominations, So-
cialism, has not only become respect-
able, but has actually donned evening
dress and lounges lazily on drawing
room causeuses. That shows the In-
curable fickleness of that terrible des-
pot of ‘soclety,’ middle-class public
opinion, and once more justifies the
contempt In which we Soclalists of a
past generation always held that pub-
lic opinlon. At the same time, we
have no reason to grumble at the
symptom itself.

“What I consider far more impor-
tant than this momentary fashion
among bourgeois circles of affecting a

mild dilution of Socialism, and even
more than the actual progress Social-
fsm has made in England generally,
that s the revival of the East End of
London, That immense haunt of mis-
ery 18 no longer the stagnant pool it
was six years ago. It has shaken off
its torpid despair. has returned to life,

than by undergoing the consequences
of its own mistakes. And for all the
faults committed in the past, present
and future, the revival of the East
End of London remains one of the
greatest and most fruitful facts of this
fin de slecle, and glad and proud I am
to have lived to see it."
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