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The Fourth of July witnessed a
the State of Washington.
the Convention, held in the G. A. R.

-

CONS

Revolution in the Socialist Party of

The Straight Socialist delegates walked out of

Hall at Everett, and proceeded to a

clearing In the woods where,under the open sky, they organized a REVO-
LUTION AGAINST GAG LAW IN THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF THIS .

STATE.

. There were over thirty of these Revolutionists, representing twelve

1d. ' t.1

st iaedi

Locals, b ge and

g the State Secretary, four

mcmbou of the State Committee,, together with both the National Commit-

teemen, the State Lecturer and the Organizer for the Woman's Committee,

in fact, almost the entire working force of the State organization.
THESE COMRADES DID NOT LEAYE THE PARTY, but they retired

from a Convention WHICH REFUSED

O ALLOW DEBATE. Eleven of

them had gone to jail for the Right of Free Speech on the streets of Capi-
talist Seattle, and they did not propose to surrender that Right on the floor

of a Socialist Convention.

Never before in the history of the Washington Socialist Party has

1 tod

the Right of Di been d
wilfully and arbitrarily REFUSED TO
ON THE MOTION TO ADOPT THE

But Chairman John Barth, of Tacoma,

ALLOW ANY DEBATE WHATEVER
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON

RULES. And in this action he was sustained by a majority of the delegates

present.

When the motion was made to indefinitely postpone consideration of

this committee's report, Chairman Bart
Iy ti and

anded the maker of it to sit down.

h refused even to entertain this order-
When delegate

after delegate demanded to be heard on appeals from the chair's decisions,
they, too, were refused the floor and ordered to sit down. Everybody was

made to sit down and THE MOTION P
OF DISCUSSION.

UT WITHOUT ALLOWING A WORD

A motion to refer the proposed rule which vlolaté& the constitution, to

Referendum of the Party Membership,

, was voted down.

Then the following Declaration of Protest was read and the Thirty
Comrades “took to the woods,” where they laid plans to submit the question

at issue to the entire membership of

the Party.

“WHEREAS, THIS CONVENTION HAS DELIBERATELY VIOLATED

THE PARTY CONSTITUTION BY
ADOPTION OF A GAG RULE AND

SUPPRESSION OF DEBATE AND
HAS ALSO REFUSED TO SUBMIT

THE QUESTION AT IOG_UE TO A REFERENDUM VOTE OF THE EN-
TIRE MEMBERSHIP, WE HEREBY REFUSE TO PARTICIPATE LONGER

IN AN UNCONSTITUTIONAL CONV

CEASES TO BE A SOCIALIST CONVENTION.
THE DELEGATES OF SIMILAR. MIND TO JOIN WITH US.

THIS CONVENTION BECAUSE THE
CONSTITUTION"

.

ENTION, WHICH, BY ITS ACTION,
WE CALL UPON ALL
WE BOLT
CONVENTION HAS BOLTED THE

The Proceedings

It was a Mob Convention from the
outset. When Acting Secretary Way-
nick called the delegates to order Sat-
urday morplng there was-present in

‘the hall a crowd of lobbylsts, mostly

“Independents” from Seattle. These
people, not members of the . Party,
pushed Jnto the seats intended for
delegates and plainly proposed to par-
ticipate in the election of temporary
chairman. Waynlck was nothing
loath. He was about to allow every-
body to vote, when McCorkle of Se-
attle made the point that those only
should take part who had proper cre-
dentials from organized Locals and
recognized by the State office. It re-
quired a motion to get Waynick to
do what he should have done at the
beginning, that is, read a list of those
entitled, according to his officlal rec-
ords, to seats in the Convention. The
plain intention was to rush into the
chair, by a mob vote, the choice of
the Opportunist faction. But the
Straight Soclalists were not to be
caught so easily. The game was too
raw and only those with credentials
were allowed to vote.

The Caucus
| At Smith's

Ag told in “The Woman's” column
by Mrs. Fiset, a caucus was held Fri-
day night at W. W, Smith's house at
Everett. The significant thing about
this caucus was the presence of the
“Independents”  from Seattle, includ-
ing Dr. Brown and the notorious Mrs.
Parks, expelled months ago by Local
Seattle. At this caucus were State
Committeemen Smith, Bostrum, Hale
and Roeder. Here, in alliance with
expelled members of the Party in Se-
attle, plans were laid for conducting
the Convention on the following day.
chosen as their candidate

‘details provided for.

The holding of a factional caucus 18
not the significant thing, but the
conspiracy of State officials and dele-
gates with expelled members of the
Party to run the Convention is cer-
a striking exhibition of anar-
Socialist ranks,
whole question of Seattle’s reg-
in the organization had been
ths ago by a Referendum
State. This Referendum
that all matters at issue
the Seattle fight should be “tabled
leaving Local BSeat-

that Oppor".unlst faction which has
been fighting the Revolutionary or-
ganization in Seattle for many years.

At this caucus of those opposed to
Local Seattle, opposed to Secretary
Krueger, opposed to “The Socialist,”
opposed to the Proletarian policy of
the Washington ‘Soclalist Party, it was
decided to put up John Barth, of Ta-
coma, for chairman and to rush him
in by the Mob Method of voting, As
Gordon of Port Angeles sald on the
floor of the Convention, “Any one who
is & Socialist has the same right here,
has as much right here as any one
who has signed this constitution,
These delegates hold to the old capi-
talist idea of party membership, to
that idea which W. T. Mills advocates
in his chapter on “Organization,” the
idea that “every one who votes the
ticket has a right to membership in
the party.” :

Likewise, as these Mob Soclalists
attempted to put in practice at this
Convention, the Constitution can be
ignored and defied when it interferes
with the will of a temporary majority.
As Petteys of Georgetown called out
in the Convention, unrebuked by
Chalrman Barth, “To hell with the
men who made that Constitution.”
Yet “that Constitution” was made by
those who compose the Socialist
Party In Washington, has been in
force for several years, passed upon
and amended by several conventions
and adopted by several Referendum
votes of the entire membership,

The caucus at Smith's was itself an
anti-organization caucus, because It
included expelled members with party
officials and delegates, because it
tried to capture the temporary offi-
cials of the Convention by outside
votes, and because it selected for
Chalrman of the Convention a man
who has done more than any other
during the past year to disorganize
the Party in the State.

What Barth
Has Done

As Chairman of the Executive
Committee of the State during the
past year, John Barth has done his
best, or worst, to prevent the prog-
ress of the Sociallgt Party. Instead
lof cooperating with Secretary Krue-
ger, who fully understood the State
organization and whose efliclency had
been established by the splendid re-
sults of his two years' incumbency, |

of organization. ' Under his manage-
ment and that of Smith and Hale, who
agreed with him, the party has stead-
ily declined throughout the State. In.
stead of seeking to jearn conditions
from the experienced  Secretary,
Barth acted like a bull in a chinp
shop and has smashed things gener-
ally by his bullheaded ignorance.
When the Seattle *“Independents,’”
led by Lawyer-Dentist Brown, brought
their silly charges against Local Se-
attle, Barth allowed Brown and Parks
and. others to use up hours and hours
of the meetings of the Exeoutive Com-
mittee with their endless communica-
tiong and protests. Thus he kept Lo-
cal Seattle busy defending fitself
against contemptible charges which a
comypetent committee would have dis-
missed at once, Barth could have
completely headed off the last Seattle
fight by brushing aside as too trivial
and personal for Party notlce, all the
Brown foolishness. At last, after Lo
enl Seattle had not only beaten off
the “Independents” and “Insurgents’
backed by the “P.-L1."” but had éecured
the  indorsement’ o tactics by
State Referendum and was doing mag-
nificent Propaganda work as shown
by Secretary Biscay In :i.nother col-
umn, then, to crown his Incompetency
with treachery, Barth goes into a com-
bination with the expelled members
at Seattle, to capture the State Con-

ity

‘lvention for Fusion, Compromise, Mid-

dleclagsism  and  Opportunism—and
SUCCEEDED BY THE MOB METH-
OD AND THE GAG RULE.

What Barth
Stood For

Barth is the man responsible for
the Tacoma City Platform, on which
he ran for Alderman. This Platform
was published in “The Soclalist” a
month or two ago and contrasted with
the Seattle City Platform. THIS
BARTH PLATFORM DID NOT ONCE
MENTION THE WAGE CLASS OR
THE CLASS STRUGGLE, but put for-
ward exclusively the one Issue, “IN-
ITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM,” a
measure which will benefit chiefly the
Middle Class and ‘'may even prove a
boomerang for the Working Class.
Barth is himself a workingman, but
one of thousands of workingmen who
have never grasped the first priuciples
of Socialism, but-are still soaked with
bourgeois notions, In Barth's case,

{thig Ignorance s combined with such

conceit as to forbid learning. It i8
such a dangerous type of man who was
picked out by the “Independents” of
Seattle to act as Chalrman, of the
State Convention at Everett.

The Defection
of the Finns

Emil Herman, one of the ablest and
best instructed Socialists in the State,
was the cholce of the Straight Social-
ists for Chairman of the Convention,
after it was found that J. G. Brown,

ex-president of the Shingle Weavers'
International Union, their first cholce,
could not be present.

A conference had been held with
the delegates of Finnish Local (No.
the delegates of Fennish Local (No.
2) of Seattle, the Jargest Local in the
State, and a slate had been prepared
and agreed upon by the Revolutionary
Delegates,  This slate was as follows:

For Chalrman of Convention, J. G.
Brown, of Olalla,

For Secretary of Convention, C. W.
Garrett, of Centralia.

Three or four members of the two
main Committees, on *“Constitution”
and “R fons,” were selected from
Comrades known to be undoubtedly
Revolutionary and including one Fin-
nish delegate on each Commlittee, to
be selected by the Finnish delegates
themselves, The Finns were deemed
thoroughly reliable, as they have
never failed to stand by the Prole-
tarian Policies.

But the Finnish delegates from Se-
attle disobeyed the instructions of
their Local, to abide by the Constitu-
tion at all hazards, and violated their
agreement to support Local Seattle
No. 1. It was their change which
turned the Convention over to the Op-
portunists. The vote which elected
Herman as temporary chalrman over
Ranke (Barth missed connect{ons and
did not arrive till noof) the'Oppor-
tunist candidate, was so close that
the Finnish vote settled it. All during
Saturday afternoon in the long par-

lMamentary wrangles and divisions the

-

Finns voted solidly with the Revolu-
tionaries. It was during the supper
hour that they changed front. The
delegates took thelr meals in tHe dif-
ing hall underneath the Convention
Hall. The Everett comrades provid-
ed same at 25 cents a meal, The
“Independents” from Seattle, dozens
of them, who came to lobby with all
doubtful delegates, were welcomed at
these tables just as much as any dele
gates and decidedly more than the

Revolutionary delegates. It was  at
this supper table and after, that the
Finnish delegates were captured by

the Opportunists. Mrs. Cory, of Sedro-
Woolley, was the chief instrument,
They were told that Dr. Titus sald the
Finns were like sheep, they would

vote as he ordered, they were just
voting machines. This taunt worked
on them as it has worked in so many
lmh'-r instances. 8o, to prove their
{independence of Dr. Titus, they voted
against their own convictions, dis-

obeyed their Local's instructions and
viplated their own agreement. They did
not zo to Dr. Titus to find out wheth-
er he ever sald any such thing or not
The fact Is, no one has had a higher
respect for the Finnish Soclalists iu
Seattle and the United States than
the Bditor of “The Socialist.” He has
always spoken, in private and in pub-
lie, in the most enthusiastic terms of
their efficiency, leyalty to Proletarian-
ism and value to the American Labor
Movement. ‘“The Socialist” has done
more to draw attention to the work
of the Finnish Socialists in America
than any other paper published in
English.

Had the Finnish delegates at Ever
ett béen. aple to-ungerstund Buaghish
it is quite probable they would have
remained true to their principles and
to their pledges, But the fact remains
they were swept off ‘their feet by
falschoods and sneers =so diligently
circulated by the Opportunist faction.

It was thelr votes that turned the
tide, which elected Barth chalrman
and gave the Convention into the

hands of the Middle Class element.

There were about 50 votes-in the
Convention. The Straight Soclalists
had about 20 solid, not counting the |
Finns. The Opportunists had about
the same. The Finng had 7 votes
from Seattle, 1 from Pearson and 1
from Winlock. Then there were a
few floating votes, liable to go with
the majority, which ever way It went.
After the Finns changed, the latter
voted with the majority practically all
the time. They were not strong
enough and clear énough to walk out
of the Convention when the gag was
applied. They remained in a half
hearted way, though some of them
went home disgusted and discouraged.
On Monday the Ccavention had only
28 delegates left. Some of the Seat-
tle Finns declined to’ remain,

A Splendid
Exception

One exception to the Finnish defec-
tion should be noted. The delegate
from Winlock, Leo Leino, voted stead-
ily with the Revolutionaries and left
the Hall when the' Gag was applied
and. the Convention ceased to be a
deliberative body. His heart was
broken and he cried like a child at
leaving his countrymen. Every one
was touched to see the strong young
man weeping. But he never flinched.
He was entirely unknown to any of
the withdrawing delegates, but he
displayed a noble courage worthy of
the strongest praise.

Influence of Lies

The readiness of the delegates to
believe lies accounts for much, as in
the case of the Finns. A new edition
of “Suppressed Facts” as well as
other circulars, were distributed con-
gtantly among the delegates by the
Seattle Fuslonists on tne ground.
Men were so honest themselves and
unable to belleve that lies would be
manufactured wholesale, that they be-
came confused and suspiclous. Here
ia a sample lie told by Dr. Brown.
He said the State Treasury had just
béen looted again to replenish Dr.
Titus' pocketbook by having 10,000
coples of the State Constitution print:
ed at the Trustee Printing Co., the
fact being that the State Constitutions
were printed nearly a year ago. In
any event, Dr. Titus' total income
from the Trustee Printing Co. the
last year is less than $2 a week, In
the same way, the most unscrupulous

throughout the State for the last year
and outside comrades’ filled with dis-
trust, especially if they have recent-
Iy entered the party. The Revolu-
tionary comrades have been charged
with paying tpo little atiention to
these lles and with allowing them to
go uncontradicted. The answer s,
the Straight Socialists are too busy
doing Soclalist work to chase thou-
sands of falsehoods, They would
never be doing anything else, for the
Lie Factory never closes. “The Bo-
cialist,” by nine years of publication,
has won its record for truth-telling,
and here and now it repeats with full
sense of responsibility, that the whole-
sale and retail falsehoods of Brown,
Parks & Co. are thick as mosquitos
in Jersey. When you crush one there
are millions more. Life 8 too short
to chase them. Put up your netting.
Keep at work and let them buzz.

The Seattle
“Independents”

Another sample of untruthfulness
appears in the Two Hundred Applica-
tion Cards presented by the “Inde-
pendent Socialists” of Seattle,  Out
of the whole bunch of 198, even
their friends, left after the: Revolu-
tionists retired, found 146 too old or
too defective to be consldered, leav-
ing only 52 apparently good, instead
of that boasted “One Thousand Peo-
ple” ready to join the Soclalist Party
in Seattle, but prevented by the “Ti-
tus crowd.” It was reporied all these
198 had been refused admittance by
Local Seattle. The truth Is, they
never oven Ql’m

Down With
Organization

The constituted
the Opportunist forces at the Conven-

They

“unorganizable”

conception of
organization or regularity. A minor-
ity report of the Credentials Com-
mittee was presented by W. W, Smith
of Everett and Halbrook of Outlook.
They recommended that the Seattle
delegation in the Convention, con-
sisting of MeCorkle, McSlarrow, Hyde
and Titus, be unseated and the six
“Independent” claimants of Seattle be
admitted on equal terms with the
regulars, all having a volce, but no
vote. Phillips, of Everett, In favoring
this report, said: “If Local Seattle
No. 1 is accepted and seated, then
this Propaganda Club should be seat-
ed. There Is no argument for one
that is not good for the other, not a
single argument in a thousand years.
The man who could say that might
well vote down every provision of the
State Constitution. Local Seattle is
in every respect a regular organiza-
tion, paylng dues on its full member-
ship and recognized by the State
Committee and State Secretary. The
Propaganda Club has mno standing
whatsoever in the State organization.
If such a method of admitting dele-
gates to a Soclallst Conventlon were
to prevail, then it would only be nec-
essary for Democrats to organize a
“Propaganda, Club” in Everett or Ta.
coma or Spokane, sign up Soclalist
application blanks, call themselves
“Soclalists,” elect delegates to the
Annual Convention of the Soclalist
Party and be admitted on same terms
with the regular Locals In those
citles.  Certainly that would be lovely
for the Capitalists, for they could
very easlly capture every Soclalist
Convention and run the Soclallst
Party from the inside. Yet this, prop-
ositlon was supported by Smith, a
member of the Executive Committee.

In the same loose way, rendering
organization impossible, the Conven-
tion accepted frregular credentials
trom Irregular Locals. Local Colville
for months had only three members,
put the three paid dues for six, three
“dummies,” simply to hold their char-
ter. Local Spokane has carried a
much larger local membership than
it has paid dues on, thus defrauding
the State office. Local Burlington had
not pald dues sufficient to put them
in good standing with the State of-
fice. Yet these facts were glossed
over by the acting secretary and dele-
gates admitted regardless. °

These instances reveal the anar-
chistic spirit which prevails among
g0 many so-called “Socialists.” They
know nothing about the necessity of
orderly procedure. Yet only by the
observance of regularity can any ‘rul

tion. had ne

falsehoods have been ciroulated

CONVENTION - -
[TUTION DEFIED

/

The Gag Applied

The climax came Sunday noon. The
Opportunists had discovered they had
a reliable majority., They therefore
determined to support a rule which
no deliberative assembly can adopt
and remaln deliberative. It provided

majority vote.

To those unfamiliar with parliamen-
tary procedure, it sounds good to say,
“The majority should rule.” Do not

Price Five Cenls
s =y
- |

bership to stand by them in their
Fight for Free Speech In the Socialist
Party Councils.

Not only was the Constitutional and
Democratic Rule directly abolished by
the adoption of another in conflict
with it, but Chairman Barth, without
eéven laking a vote, refused to allow

la regular and orderly motion to be
for the suppression of debate, ‘by a !put, )

He also refused to allow any
discussion of the motion to adopt the
new and unconstitutional rule. THE

REVOLUTIONIST MINORITY WERE
ABSOLUTELY GAGGED. That is

Sociallsts belleve in majority rule? !why they call it The Gag Convention,

Why, then, object to a rule providing

that all motions shall be decided by !

majority vote? The Revolutionlsts
agreed to this, with one exception, |
namely, the Motion for the Previous |
Question, which means a Motion to
Suppress Debzate and preceed to vote
The words, “Previous Question,” as
every one knows who has even a
smattering of knowledge of Parlia-
mentary Rules, have nothing what-
ever Lo do with the question previous
to the pending one, but mean sim-
ply, the pending question shall now
be put without debate. *

‘It such power to suppress debate

be given to a bare majority, it will
be terribly misused to refuse the
minority any chance to speak. Es-

pecially is this true If the majority
is small or wavering and a speech or
two fromn the minority might win
over a few votes, enough to change
the minority into a majority.

This was the exact case at Everett,
Barth was afrald some of his major-
ity might be convinced if they allowed
Delegate Herman or Titus or Me-
Corkle or Hyde to be heard. In one
word, they were afraid of debate.
THEY FEARED DISCUSSION. Hence
they adopted a rule which a hare ma-
jority could use to suppress debate
and prevent discussion,

This is contrary to Robert's Rules
of Order, which fortunately are adopt-
ed as a part of the Socfalist Party
State Constitution in its very last
section. This book provides that de-
bate cannot be shut off except by a
majority of two-thirds, so that dis-
cussion cannot be stopped so long as
at least one-third of the assembly de-
sire to have it go on. At Everett two
members of the committee reporting
the gag rule did not know what it
meant. ' Both Phillips and Gordon de-
clared they never meant a Majority
vote should forbid the minority from
speaking on a subject. Phillips even
shouted his conviction that 99 dele-
gates out of 100 should not be given
the power to shut off the other one
from speaking. But when they after-
ward learned in the progress of the
debate what a tremendous advantage
the rule would give to the “bare ma-
japity,” both Phillips and Gordon
voted for it. By means of it they
could shut Dr. Titus' mouth and pre-
vent him from convincing any dele-
gate on any subject or from defend-
ing himself from slander. b

This Rule

Fundamental

Roberts says (p. 118): “The Pre-
vious Question and motions to close
or limit debate have the effect of
foreing the assembly to take final ac-
tion upon a question without allow-
ing discussion; in other words, they
suspend THIS FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLE OF DELIBERATIVE
BODIES, namely, that the assembly
shall not be forced to final action on
a question until every member has
had an opportunity of discussing its
merits. The very idea of a delibera-

tive assembly Is that it is a body tod
dellberate  upon questions, and
THEREFORE MEMBERS  MUST

HAVE THE RIGHT OF INTRODUC-
ING QUESTIONS, AND OF DISCUSS-
ING THEIR MERITS BEFORE EX-
PRESSING THEIR DELIBERATE
SENSE UPON THEM."

This {8 no technicality, no rule of
detafl. It strikes at the very roots
of Democracy. To forbid debate is
autocracy, the very essence of tyran-
ny. The central rule of all rulcs,
without which no other rules would
be of any use, Is that which allows
free discussion.

It was because Chairman Barth,
supported by his bare majority of
Opportunists, ABOLISHD THIS FUN-
DAMENTAL RULE, explicitly or
dained by the State Constitution of
the Socialist Party that sixteen dele-
gates refused to remain and  be
gagged. They thus declared their

organization be effected or preserved,

mnmh&ohﬂym

or the Anarchist Convention. It cer
tainly was not a Socialist Convention.
And it Is unfair to the Anarchists
to call it an Anarchist Convention,
for ‘they are always jeering at the
“Tyranny of Majorities," which never
received a better illustration.

The question is, Will the Socialist
Party of Washington stapd for such
yag Law?  When the Referéndum
reaches you, will you vote to approve
the acts of such a Convention? It
you do, you will justify the Anarchist
jeers. Not a single act of such body
should receive the approval of a single
Socialist. It is not merely a question
of Revolutionary or Opportunist So
cinlism. It is the question of Liberty
or Tyranny, Democracy or Autocracy,
organization or no organization, Con-
stitution or no Constitution.

LINETUP

Up to the Locals to Divide

and Decide

Every Local of the Soclalist Party
in Washington must now decide for
itself. The division which has existed

in Scattle for years must now extend
into every other Local.

The Socialists must separate from
the Anarchists. The Soclallsts ara
those who belleve in organization. The
Anarchists are those who defy consti-
tutions and resent restraint.

Those who remained in the Gag
Convention, some 25 to 30, after the
straight  Soclalists withdrew, were
themselves divided Into two factions,
the Impossibilists and the Opportun-
ists. The Impossibilists were mostly
Proletarians, like Barth, Smith, Bost-
rom and Roeder.

The Opportunists were Middle Class
people, like Mrs. Cory, Judge Hark-
ness, Jory of Sunnyside and
Chamberiain of Aberdeen. For appear-
ances’ sake they had to unite in a
general way, yet there was an under-
current of antagonism. Both sides
nominated representatives on thelr
proposed State Committee and both
gides have candidates for State Secre-
tary and National Committeemen. The
only thing which united them was
their opposition to the Middle-of-the
Road Socialists who have always been
in the ascendant in the Washington
movement.

Both sides are Utopian. For In-
stance, Impossibilists, like the Roeders,
advocate the 1. W. W. as a representa-
tive and practicable Union organiza-
tion and oppose the American Federa-
tion of Labor as a Caplitalist body.
That i, they try to make the Unlons
correspond to the Ideal Unlon which
will sometime be accomplisied and
toward which all Unions are tending in
the progress of Evolution. This is
Utopian. On the other hand, the Mid-
dle Class people, like Mrs. Cory, cher-
ish & scheme of society In which Col-
jectlvism sholl displace Trustism and
they expect “all the people” to see its
advantages and vote to introduce it
This also is Utoplan and reactionary.
In this impracticable adherence to
{deals, schemes, Utoplas, both the Im-
possibilists and the Opportunists are
able to unite. In all other respects
they are as wide apart as the poles
and this divergence appeared in thelr
Gag Convention in many ways. For
example, almost at the very moment
when the Straights withdrew, Jory
took his seat beside Chairman Barth
on the platform. Barth, the Iron Mold-
er and Jory the Farmer, the {gonorant
wage worker and the level headed
bourgeols.

These same divisions should run {n-
to all Locals in the state. The mak-
ing of such distinctions and the dis-
cussions arising therefrom, will prove
the best possible education in Prole-
tarian Principles. :

Line 'up! Where do you stand?
Are you a Straight Soclalist, choos-
ing Revolutionary Principles and

é Continued on Page Four




STATEMENT OF
PRINCIPLES

Human lite depends upon food,
olothing and shelter. Only with these
assured are freedom, culture and high-
er human development possible. To
produce food, clothing or sheiter, land
and machinery are needed. Land
alone does not iatisfy human needs,
Human labor creates machinery and
applies it to the land for the ‘produc-
tion of raw materials and food. Who-
ever has control of land and machin-
ery controls human labor, and with it
human life and liberty.

Today the machinery and the land
used for industrial purposes are owned
by a rapidly decreasing minority. So
long as machinery is simple and eas-
{ly handled by one man, its owner
cannot dominate the sources of life of
others. But when machinery becomes
more complex and expensive, and re-
quires effort of many workers, its in-
fluence reaches over wide circles of
lite. The owners of such machinery
.become the dominant class.

In proportion as the number of such ||

‘machine owners compared to all other

classes decreases, their power in the
nation and in the world Increases.
They bring ever larger masses of work’
ing people under their control, reduc-
ing them to the point where muscle
and brain are their only productive
property. Miilions of formerly self-
employing workers thus become the
helpless wage slaves of the industrial
masters.

As theé economic power of the rullng
class grows it becomes less useful
in the life of the nation. All the useful
work of the nation falls upon the
shoulders of the class whose only
property is its manual and mental la-
bor power—the wage worker—or of
the class who have but little land and
little effective machinery outside of
their labor power—the small traders
and small farmers. The ruling minor-
ity s steadily becoming useless and

tie.

A Dbitter struggle over the division
of the“products of labor is waged be-
tween the exploiting propertied classes
on the one hand and the exploited,
propertyless class on the other. In
this struggle the wage working class

What It Stands For

cannot expect adequate uud

any reform of the present order at the
hands of the dominant class. (As
adopted by the National Convention,
thl. should read after the words,
“present order”: “or from the domk
nant class of soclety.”) .

The wage workers are therefore the
most determined and irreconcilable
antagonists of the ruling class. They
suffer most from the curse of class
rule. The fact that a few capitalists
are permitted to control all the coun-
try's industrial resources and soclal
tools for their individual profit, and to
make the production of the necessar-
ies of life the object of competitive
private enterprise and speculation is
at the bottom of all the social evils
of our time.

In spite of the organization of trusts,

pools and combinations, the uplul
ists are powerless to regulate produc-
tion for soclal ends. Industries are
largely ducted In a planl man-
ner. Through periods of feverish ac-
tivity the strength and health of the
workers are mercilessly used up, and
during periods of enforced Idleness
the workers are frequently reduced to
starvation,
The climaxes of this system of pro-
duction are the regularly recurring in-
dustrial depressions and crises which
paralyze the nation every fifteen or
twenly years.

The capitallst class, in its mad
race for profits, is bound to ex-
ploit the workers to the very lmit
of their endurance and to sacrifice
their physical, moral and mental wel-
fare to its own insatiable greed. Cap-
italism keeps the masses of working-
men In poverty, destitution, physical
e¢xhaustion and Ignorance. It drags
their wives from their homes to the
mill and factory. It snatches their
children from the playgrounds and
schools and grinds their slender bod-
fes and unformed minds into cold dol-
Jars. ‘It disfigures, maims and kills
hundreds of thousands of = working-
men annually in ‘mines, on railroads
and in factories. It drives millions of
workers into’the ranks of the unem-
ployed and forces large numbers of
them into beggary, vagrancy and all
forms of crime and vice,

To maintain their rule over their
fellow men, the capitalists must keep
in their pay all organs of the public
powen, public mind and public con-
They control the ‘dominant
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parties and, through them, the elected
public officials. They select the exec-
utives, bribe the legislatures and cor-
rupt the courts of justice, They owu
and censor the press. They dominate
the educational institutions. They
own the nation politically and intel-
lectually just as they own it industri-
ally.

The struggle between wage workers
and capitalists grows ever flercer, and

to1t e O i
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from | has now become the ouly vital issue
before the American people. The
wage-working class, therefore, has the
most direct interest In abolishing
the capitalist system. But in abolish-
ing the present system, the working:
men will free not only thelr own class,
but also all other. classes of modern
soclety: The small farmer, who Is to-
day exploited by large capital more
indirectly but not less effectively thau
is the wage laborer; the small manu-
facturer and trader, who is engaged in
a desperll.e and losing struggle for

d in the face of
the all-conguering power of concen-
trated capital; and even the capital
ist himself, who is the slave of his
wealth rather than its master. The
struggle of the working class against
the capitalist class, while it is a class
struggle, Is thus at the same time a
struggle for the abolition of all class-
es and class privileges.

The private ownership of the land
and means of production used for ex-
ploitation, is the rock wupon which
class rule Is built; political govern-
ment is its indispensable instrument.
The wage-workers cannot be freed
from exploitation without conquering
the political power and substituting
collective for private ownership of the
land and means of production used for
exploitation,

The bass for such «ransformation
is rapidly developing within present
capitalist soclety. The [factory sys-
tem, with its complex machinery and
minute division of labor, is rapidly de-
stroying all vestiges of individual pro-

indep

duction {n manufacture. Modern pm‘
duction is already very largely a col-|

lective and social process. The great
trusts and monopolies which have
sprung up in recent years have organ-

ized the work and management of the |

principal industries on a natlional
scale, and have fitted them for collec-
tive use and operation.

The Socialist Party is primarily an
economic and political movement. It
is not concerned with matters of relig-
fous belief,

In the struggle for freedom the in-
terests of all modern workers are
identical.  The struggle is not only
national but international, It embraces
the world and will be carrled to ultl-
mate victory by the united workers of
the world.

To unite the workers of the nation
and their allies and sympathizers of
all other classes to this end, i{s the
mission of the Socialist Party, In this
battle for freedom the Socialist Party
does not strive to substitute working
class rule for capitallst class rule, but
by working class victory, to free all
humanity from class rule and to rea-
lize the lntemnuonnl brotherhood of
man.

PROGRAM

“As measures calculated to strength-
en the working class in Its fight for
the realization of Iits ultimate alm,
and to increase (ts power of resist-
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ance i capitalist oppression, we
advocate and pledxe ourselves and our
elected officers to the following pro-

gram:
General Demands

“l—The Ilmmediate government re-
liet for the unemployed workers by
bullding schools, by reforesting of cut-
oyer and waste lands, by reclamation
of arid tracts, and the bullding of ca-
nals, and by extending all other use-
ful public works. All persons employ-
ed on such works shall be employed
directly by the government under an
eight-hour work day and at the pre
vailing union wages. The government
shall also loan money to States and
municipalities without interest for the
purpose of carrying on public works,
It shall contribute to the funds of labor
organizations for the purpose of as-
sisting their unemployed rmembers,
and shall take such other measures
within its power as will lessen the
widespread misery of the workers
caused by the misrule of the capital-
ist class.

“2—~The collective ownership of
raliroads, telegraphs, telephones,
steamship lines and all other means
of social transportation and oommunl
cation, and all land.

“3—The collective ownership of all
industries which' are organized on a
national scale and in which compet!-
tion has virtually ceased to exist

“4,—The extension of the public do-
main to include mines, quarries, ofl
wells, forests and water power.

“5~The sclentific reforestation of
timber lands, and the reclamation of
swamp lands. The land so reforested
or reclailmed to be permanently re-
tained as a part of the public domain.

“6,—~The absolute freedom of press,
speech and assemblage.

Industrial Demands

*“7.~—The Improvement of the indus-
trial condition of the workers.

“(a) By shortening the workday
in keeping with the increased produc-
tlvencu of machinery,

“(b) By securing to every worker
a rest period of not less than a day
and a bhalf In each week.

“(c) By securing a more effective
:nspectlon of workshops and factor-
es.

“{d) By forbldding the employment
of children under sixteen years of

e, "

“(e) By forbidding the Interstate
transportation of the products of child
labor, of convict labor and of all unin-
spected factories. .

“(f) By abolishing official charity
and substituting in its place compul-
sory Insurance against unemployment,
ull‘:la:, accidents, invalidism, old age
an

Political Demands

“8—The extension of Inheritance
taxes, graduated in proportion to the
amount °:t g bequests and to the

proportional representation and the
right of recall.
*"12~—The abolition of the Senate.

“18.—The abolition of  the power
usurped by the Supreme Court of the
United States to pass upon the con-
stitutionality of legislation enacted by
Congress. National laws to be re-
pealed or abrogated only by act of
Congress or by a referendum of the
whole people.

“14.—That the constitution be made
amendable by majority vote,

“16~—The enactment of further
measures for general education and
for the conservation of health, The
bureau of education to be made a de-
partment, The creation of a depart:
ment of public health.

*16,—The separation of the present
bureau of labor from the department
of commerce and labor, and the es-
tablmhmcnt of a department of labor.

“17.—That all-judges be elected by
the people for short terms, and that
the power to issue injunctions shall
be curbed by immediate legislation.

“18.—The free administration of
instice.

"Such measures of rener &as we may
be able to force from capitalism are
but & preparation of the workers to
seize the whole powers of govern-
ment, in order that they may thereby
lay hold of the whole system of indus-
try and thus come to their rightful in-
heritance,”

SOCIALIST PARTY AND
THE TRADES UNIONS

! The following Is the address to or-
ganized labor drafted by the com-
! mittee and adopted by the BSoclalist
National Convention:

“The movement of organised labor
is a natural result of the antagonism
between the Interests .of employers
and wage-earners under the capitalist
system. Its activity in the dally
struggle over wages, hours, and other
conditions of labor is absolutely nec-
cessary to counteract the evil effects
of competition among the working
people and to save them from 1:ing
reduced to material and moral degra-
dation. It i{s equally valuable as a
force for the social, economlic and
political education of the workers.

IT DOES NOT DICTATE.

“The Soclalist party dou not seek
to dictate to organized labor in mat-
ters of internal organization and unlon
policy. It recognizes the necessary
autonomy of the union movement on
the economic field, as it Insists on
maintaining its own autonomy on the
political field. It is confident that in
the school of experience organized
labor will as rapidly as possible de-
velop the most effective forms of or-
ganization and methods of action.

“In the history of the recent Moyer-
fiaywood protest, participated in by
unions of all sorts and by the Boclal-
ist Party, it finds reason to hope for
closer solldarity on the economic field
and for more effective co-operation
between organized labor and the So-
clalist Party, the two wings of the
movement for working-class emanci-
pation.

“The Soclalist party stands with or-
ganized labor in all its struggles to
resist capitalist aggreesion or . 0
wrest from the capitalists any im-
provement in the conditions of labor,
It declares that it ls the duty of
every wage-worker to be an active
and loyal member of the organized
labor movement, striving to win its
battles and to strengthen and perfect
it for the greater struggles to come.

CONFRONTED BY GREAT CRISIS.

“Organized labor is today con-
fronted by a great crisis. The capl-
talists, Intoxicated with wealth and
power, and alarmed by the increasing
political and economic activity of the
working class, have as a clags under
taken a crusade for the destruction
of the labor organizations.

“In Colorado, Nevada, Alaska and
elsewhere law and constitution have
been trampled under foot, military
despotism set up,and judicial murder
attempted with this alm in view.
Where such violent methods have not
seemed advisable, other means have
been used to the same end.

“The movement for the so-called
open shop but thinly vells an attempt
to close the shops against organized
workingmen; it is backed by power
ful capitalist organizations, with mil-
lions of dollars in their war funds.

COURTS ALWAYS HOSTILE.

* “The courts, always hostile to la-
bor, have of late outdone all previous
records in perverting the law to the
service of the capitalist class. They
have issued injunctions forbidding the
calling of strikes, the announcement
of boycotts, payment of union bene-
fits, or even any attempt to organize
unorganized workingmen in certain
trades and places. 'They have issued
arbitrary decrees dissolving unions
under @ pretense of their being labor
trusts.

“They have sustained the capital-
ists In bringing damage suits against
unions for the purpose of tying upor
soquestrating their funds. They have
wiped off the statute books many la-
bor laws—laws protecting little chil-
dren from exploitation in the factory,
laws making employers lable for
damages in case of employes killed
or Injured at their work, laws guar-
anteelng the right of workingmen to
belong to unions.

“While afirming the right of em-
ployers to bar organized workingmen
from employment, they have declared
it unlawful for wotkumn to agree
not to patronize mnon-union
ments. The

opposd
DANBURY HATTERS CASE.

no - rights in
Interests.

PARTY

its infamous ‘Dred Scott decision’ of
Afty years age. It has stretched and
distorted the Antl-Trust law to make
it cover labor organizations, and has
held that the peaceful method of the
boycott is unlawful, that boycotted
employers may recover damages to
the amount of three times their loss,
and that the property of Individual
members, a8 well as the union treas-
uries, may be levied upon to.collect
such damages,

“By this decision the Bupreme
Court has clearly shown itself to be
an organ of class Injustice, not of
social justice. If this and other hos-
tile decisions are not speedily re-
versed, organized labor will find itself
completely paralyzed In its efforts to-
ward a peaceful solution of the labor
question. The success of the capital-
ists and their courts in this assauvlt
upon the labor movement would be
a disaster to clvilization and human-
Ity. It can and must be defeated.

BALLOT I8 A WEAPON.

“At this critical moment the 8oclal-
ist Party calls upon all organized
workl to r ber that they
still have the ballot In thelr hands,
and to realize that the Intelligent use
of political power is absolutely neces-
sary to save their organizations from
destruction. The unjust declalons of
the Supreme Court can be reversed,
the arbitrary use of the military can
be stopped, the wiping out of labor
laws can be prevented by the united
xtlon of the workingmen on election

y.

“Workingmen of the United States,
use your political arm In harmony
with your economic arm for defense
and attack. Rally to the support of
the party of your class. Vote as you
strike, agalnst the capitalists. Down
with milftary and judicial usurpation!
Forward, in one solid phalanx, under
the banners of Organized Labor and
of the Socidlist Party, to defeat capi-
talist aggressions, to win immediate
relief for yourselves and your wives
and children, and to hasten the day
of complete emancipation from capl-
talist exploitation and misrule.”

WASHINGTON
PLATFORM

——

The Soclalist Party of the State of
Washington endorses the Principles
of International Socialism and of the
Soclalist Party of the United States.

For the campaign of 1908 we pre-
sent to the votcrs of this state the
fcllowing declarations of our princi-
ples and program:

1. The Socialist Party Is primarily
the party of the Proletariat.

2. We recognize the Class Strug-
gle between the Proletarian Class and
the Capitalist Class as the supreme
fact of modern clvilization.

8. We recognize this struggle as
a struggle for the possession of the
world's wealth and for all the bene-
fits of human progress,

4. We recognize the historic mis-
sion of the Prcletariat to be its own
economic emancipation through its
political victory over the Capitalist
Class.

The growing solidarity of the Pro-
letariat industrially in Labor Unlons
|and politically in the Sociallst Party
iis a sign of this ultimate victory.

5. We recognize the increasing in-
capacity of the Capitalist Class (o
control Soclety.

The industrial crisis which this
country I8 now experiencing, and of
which a financial panic is the least
significant feature, has in this state
as well as all others reduced the de-
pendent Proletariat to such desperate
straits that it is inconceivable that
they should tolerate their condition,
did they rightly comprehend the un-
derlying causes. The exploiting of
the Proletariat of a part of their
labor product results in their inabil-
ity to absorb the wealth they have
created. This is"known as the fall-
ure of markets and a so-called period
of over-production is followed by a
reaction of which the present indus-
trial stagnation {8 an example. The
improved methods of production
which should logically result iIn
shorter work-hours and better living
wages for the workers actually results
in & smaller number being employed.
Thus there is a permanent unemploy-
ed problem which is intensified by
the recurring periods of Industrial
reaction. As these crises result In
acute misery te the Proletariat and
are wholly the result of the capital-
ist mismanagement of industry, the
enforced idleness of the workers must
be relleved by Iimmediate employ-
ment of jobless: men on works of
public utility.

This failure of the Capitallst Class
in thelr conduct of the affairs of
soclety I8 a sign of approaching so-
clal dissolution,

6. We assert the victory of the
Proletarian Class over the Capitalist
Class will not only emancipate the
victorlous class, but abolish all other
classes as well.

Soclety will then be organized as
one class, all enjoying together the
splendid fruits of human invention.

7. We propose that the Proletariat
shall conquer political power and use
that power to take possession of all
such wealth as is now used by the
Capitalist Class to force the Prole-
tariat to surrender tue wealth it cre-
atea. *~

The ownership of the Instruments
of wealth production, such as factor-
fes, mines, railroads, machinery and
land, gives the Capitalist Class Its
power to amass all wealth In its own
hands, The Bocialist Party proposes
to transfer that ownership from the
Capitatist Class to the Proletarian
Class nd to use political power te
that end.

This 18 m Proletarian Revolution.

8. We know that such a Revolu-
tion cannot be accomplished in

one state. w-mmmupﬂ
oal power in the entire nation. Ex-
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BY HUBERT LANGEROCK

We all have class interests, mate-

and clvilization require that they

rial Interests common to
and others belonging to the same 80-

ves

clal class. They regulate our con-|

duct, Sometimes the ministry of
those whom the Capitalist keeps for
that very purpose benumbs our mind
to the extent that we forget our own
interests to promote his,

To act under the Impulse of mate-
rial interests is our common fate, but
to know that we are acting that way
and why is to be class-conscious.

Few men are classconsclous, and
«5till smaller than the number of class-
consclous men {s the number of those
who dare to speak their class-con-
sclousness openly and frankly. That
this number is now Increasing is "a
good omen, a progressive sign of the
times. ;

In the trial of Abe Ruef a prospec-
tive juror said:. *I shall not convict
Pat Calhoun, he belongs to my class;
his interests, his soclal set, his mode
of life are mine; I would not convict
him.”

There we have a sample of Capital-

* lstic class-consclousness. Then there
{8 Proletarian class-consclousness, of
which' Roosevelt sald it was a crime.

And now the Middle Class is be
coming class-conscious. It feels itself
threatened by the trust, by the lords
of high finance. Its profits are cut
down, its existence has become pre-
carlous, its ruin is in sight. It has
declded that it would not die, it wants
to remaln what it is, and prompted by
the consclousness of iis purpose, it is
lining up to defénd itself and its very
existence. ' :

For that purpose it has gathered
all the advantages of its own position,
the tenacity of purpose, the endur
ance of long years of ploneering, the
will to survive,’ It has draped itself
in the historical trappings of the past.
It has elected to follow leaders some
of whom have talent, others of whom
make up for the talent they should
have by speetacular antics, lon-hunts
or wordy speeches void of sense.

Will they succeed? Do progress

Washm ington Statlt-e‘
Platform

Continued from Page Two

fes must all be captured by the Pro-
Jetariat in order to effect its appro-
priation of all property used as capi-

9. But we propose to force from
the Capitallst Class, while it s still
in power, such concessions as we can.

Whenever Socialist Party Candl-
dates are, elected to office, the Party
guarantees they shall advecate every
measure which will alleviate the
poverty of the Proletariat and im-
prove its conditions.

10. such measures calculated
to improve Proletarian conditions
under Capitalist rule and to assist the
Proletariat in achieving its complete
triumph, we advocate and demand:

(a) Immediate public employment
of the unemployed at the State’s ex-
pense at full union wages on such
works as irrigation, reforestation and
road bullding. i

(b) Preservation from capitalist
destruction, of matural resources such
as mines and forests, in order that
abundance may be preserved for so-
clal use after the Revolution.

(¢) Abolition of Court injunctions
in Labor disputes.

(d) Abolition of all Orlental {m-
migration which {s subsidized or
stimulated by the Capitalist
and all contract labor immigration.

(e) An eight hour day and a five
and a half day week for all classes
of labor and further reduction when
that concession has been secured.

(f) Abolition of employment of
children of school age.

(g) Reduction of residence quall-
‘fications necessary for the franchise
in a state to two months.

 (h) ' Absolute freedom of press and
speech.

(1) Equal suffrage for men and
‘women.

(J) Initiative and referendum in
‘ order to protect against continued
Capitalist corruption of representa-
tive government. ’

11.. We recoguize that the class of
small farmers is also a working and
producing class, exp as well as
the Proletariat, of ‘all Its product ex-
cept & bare nvlng i 1

's point out to?the small farmer
that his exploitation is due directly
to the great capitalist combinations
known as the Trusts.

We also point out to the small
farmer that the Trusts derive their
greatest Income from eéxploitation of
the Proletariat and will, therefore,

exist in full power so
as the Proletariat remains a
d exploited class.

f

an
In a word, the small farmer caa

The wise among this class will rec-
ognize the facts, accept the inevita-
. ble aud joln forces with the Prole
tarian army in its

the World's Emancipation.

. “Proletarians of all lands, unite.
You have nothing to lose but your
chains. You have a world to gain."

Boclalist wishes to become acquaint-|
" ed with young Socialist woman of].

literary and musical tastes and rell-
. glous temperament, who wishes to
- work and sacrifice for the cause.

should ar-

L S

_As Others See Us.

Observing foreigners who have of
late traveled through this ocountry
and used their faculties of observa-
tion point to middle-class-conscious-
ness as to the coming reaction. Kiein,
Ferrero, Vilanl, many others who
recently visited us point to the reac-
tionary character of the movement.
One of them remembors: the Boers.
1t is not enough, he writes, that pgo-
ple should be just, kind, hospitable—
they must understand the laws of so-
cial evolution. If they do not, all
their good qualities are not going to
keep them from bumping their heads
against the wall of facts. Their at-
tempt will remain ridiculous as long
as it remains vain; it will become
dangerous in the same rate as it may
succeed. The Middle Class man of
today was once the general rule. Out
of his midst arose a few men who un-
derstood what new social relations
the change of the tools: of production
was to bring about. They rose to-
gether. with ' the development of ma-
chinized production and became the
ruling class. :

Alongside of them exist still today
living atavisms, specimens of a tech-
nically dead mode of production.
I'nese want to Hve and they are eager
to use every weapon to defend them-
selves and to remaln as they are,

In this last purpose lies the basis
of their reactionary’ feature, their ig-
norance of the changes taking place
everywhere around them, their reluct-
ance to adapt themselves to new con-
ditions.

The Wage-Worker’s Point of View.

Why should a wage-worker sympa-
thize .with their claims? The wage-
glave who has worked for a big con-
cern with absentee &tockholders has
seldom been able-to perceive any dif-
ference between his treatment at the
hands of a cnrpomlx?lﬁ or of an in-
dividnal employer. either the small
farmer nor the retafler Is as a rule
a kinder, better, more generous em-
ployer. Factory laws, labor lawsare
not more strictly enforced at his
hands, wages are not higher, hours
not shorter, Very often the unper-
sonal corporation represented by an
employe relattvely free through  the
compulsory decentralization of big
enterprises contrasts vividly with the
narrow-mindedness of the ever-pres-
ent, always goading, small profit-
hunter. "

For both are in for profit and for
profit alone, and when they fight
about the size of their respective
shares the wage-worker, from whom
the profit is filched, may well lie
aloof and enjoy the sight of the fray,
he is paying the expense of the per-
formance.

The medium-sized profithunter's
wails and cries may be pitiful; they
still remain comie, for were he given
the opportunity he would do the same
thing. He is wholly lacking in %in-
cerity.

Sincerity in Trust-Busting.

Not very long ago a man who had
charge of several railroad construe-
tion camps went to s jobber to buy
a bill of provisions. He was asked if
he was a licensed retaller. When he
told the wholesaler that he was not,
he was offered a list of retall grocers,
but the firm refused to sell to him.
In vain did the intending buyer men-
tion the fact that the consumption of
his camps amounted to a good deal
more than the volume of business of
an average retall store; the jobber
was obdurate,

To settle the argument the whole-
saler volunteered the explanation that
he and others in the business had
agreed to guarantee the retailers their
profit, which means that the retallers
throngh combination had made sure
of a profit ag reward for a socially
useless service. To his visitor, the
wiiolesaler further told that if he in-
vestigated he certainly would find
some retaller ready and willing to
transmit his order to the jobber for
half the usual profit.

This was combination with a ven-
geance,

But every sane man will fall to un-
derstand how people willing to enter
into any kind of a pool or an agree-
ment to make sure of a profit while
maintaining a system of production
and distribution eminently wasteful
on account of the duplication of its
agencles, can manage to have a right
to knock and to try to run down a
system based on unity, elimination of
waste, technical perfection and econ-

B \
dle Class citizens, we may well ask
ourselves in the light of historical
and economical experleng'e what stam-
ina such a nation would offer,

The Jessen of history is-that farm-
‘ors and tradesmen of the Middle
Class type never created a great state
and never were able to free them-
selves from any form of tyranny.

Economically, small farming, that
18, family farming, offers no surplus
which can be used for the sustenance
of the non-agricuitural part of the
population. In the past, crop fallures
amongst such populations. . have al-
ways produced famines on account of
the great number of people depend-
ing on the products of the soil.

In past ages, before the nature of
the tools of production compelled the
capitalist to reinvest a part of his
profits in new improved machinery,
the only possible investment for the
investment of the returns of trade and
usury-capital was the purchase of land.

Therefore capitalistic accumulation
came everywhere in opposition with
the free middle class farmer and
everywhere it wiped him out. Marx
has shown the utter technical inferior-
ity of the slave-economy and still the
latifundia with their basis of slave-
labor made short work of the Roman
peasants and the investment of the
returns of merchants’ capital changed
the social texture of Israel from a race
of small farmers Yo a race of semi-
' wage-laborers.

In no instange, therefore, hag small
farming proved any power of resist-
ance, and thig 1s also truein the Amer-
fca of today, where long before the
looting of the free soll by private in-
dividuals is finished the increasing
percentage of tenant farmers brings
the proof that small farming by indl-
vidual owners is a disappearing form
of husbandry.

Victims of An lllusion,

Why, then, is & mode of agricultural
production technically inefficient main-
tained by capiialism?

Many people think that capitalistic
interest always brings about technlcal
progress. This rule is not general.
Where technical ‘progress is not sure
to lead to a large profit, capitalism
will stand by the antiquated methods.
The patent office in Washington has
hundreds of devices which would im-
prove our telegraph and® telephone
sarvioo: they are nat nged hacause the
cheapness of men makes an adequate
return on the required Investment
dounbtful.

This is also the rule in agriculture.
Why should the land owner take
chances in bringing into practice the
latest results of agronomical science,
when small farmers are raising numer-
ous families to provide cheap labor and
high rents are pald out of the flesh
and hone and blood of underfed and
stunted rural classes?

The capitalist hangs up before the
American farmer the profit idea, the
fancled independence, the health of
country life. Volumes are written to
dilute the verse of the old Latin poet:

“How happy the farmers, if they

only knew their blessings.”

But it is all for outside consump-
tion. Once in a while a remark s

{made which shows the real state of

mind of the capitalist. Speaking to
the Methodist general conference,
Theodore Roosevelt recognized that
the material condition of the early]
pioneers of the West was so wretched
and miserable that it endangered their
physical and moral existence,

Of course there is an advantage for
the lords of high capital to have a
huge population of would-be capitalists,
lustily chasing the will o' the wisp of
wealth and dying paupers on account
of hunting a chance to be a millionaire
the full length of thelr lifetime,

Capitalism is bound to thrive as
long as the retafler and his family,
fll-fed, illclad, glory in the fllusion
of an imaginary independence and
despise the employe of the. branch
store across the read who works for
jwages and has no cares, no bills to
pay and no false appearance to keep
up.

Capitallsm borrows = its  strength
from the illusions of those would-be
profit takers, unable to feel how they
are being bled on account of their
desire to bleed others and who have
already before they are capitalists sor-
rounded themselves with all the re-
liglous and political conservatism of
the master class to which they are so
lanxious to have access.

The Willing Givers.

To own tools of production, where-
with to extract surplus value from
wage slaves Is the dream of many.
The capitalist notices it and the eager-
ness of these people affords him a
new upportunity for profit. ‘

'In several countries hard battles
had to be fought to compel the land
hogs to sell their holdings. What
nonsense. Put advertisements in the
paper with florid talks about oppor.
tunity and easy fortunes. It does not
matter I they are on thelr face a

‘|swindle, an attempt to defrand that

should be barred from the malls. They
will do. Very few will get the tracts
on which many will lose the first pay-

will then take their place in that nat-
urally conservative body, whose class-
consclous outbursts - the ecapitalist
knows too well to be moved thereby.
Is not the’ United States government
itself leading in this direction?

You know the stock argument of the
social quack: put the landless man on
the manless land, The Roosevelt ad-
ministration was speclally generous in
getting up all kinds of schemes to
increase Teddy's popualarity with a
purposely created middle class,

All the howling did) not, however,
keep Garfield, Rmsq‘rel('s advance
agent in this game, from finding out
that there were far more settlers than
homesteads. Irrigation lands would
be opened to entry, but'the govern-
ment had no money to frrigate. ' So
the settlers were told to organize wa-
ter users' assoclations, assessing them-
gelves for a given amount, duplicating
this with an equal amount of labor,
when the government would match
this with an equal contribution in cash
knew their biessings. But it is all for
and fssue certificates for the farmers’
investment, which it would later ac-
cept in payment for water rentals.

On the strength of such representa-
tions thousands of settlers staked thelir
all on arid jand. The irrigation works
were everywhere” delayed and now
Attorney-General Wickersham' has de-
cided that the certificates given to set-
tlers for hard cash and harder labor
are illegal and worthless.

With such an example at hand, why

should not every real estate shark try
his hand at some scheme offering free
acres to the middle class world?

Will Middle-Class Reaction Succeed?

In the long run middle-class-con
sclousness As bound to be a fizzle; It
might run high for a while, unite
Roosevelt and Bryan, La Follette and
Chamberlain into a national party
which might rejoice in a small meas-
ure of short-lived success, but it will
£0 no farther., It.carries within itself
the germ of its destruction. It can
unite on a negative slogan, but must
split as soon as it contemplates some
positive achievements. The lasting in-
dividualistic character of its compon-
ents will then reduce It to hybrid con-
glomerate of dissenting elements.

Long before it comes to this it will
have lost leader after leader on ac-
count of their evident connection with
material interests which do not apply
to the generality of the middle class.
Already a few days ago, the country
had a sample of this when in the
senate durlng the discussion of the
wool schedule, the astute old Aldrich
put La Foilette In as pretty a hole as
a reform or insurgent leader ever
found himself in.

If it ever materializes, the middle
class party will be powerless and short |
lived, !

WHEN WILL

Many of the comrades outside of
Local .Seattle are surprised at the
work we have done in the past few
months. During our fight against the
disruptionists, we were holding more
meetings than any other local in the
state. Every attempt was made to
block our activity and failed. At this
time others, not looking at themselves,
asked, what is the matter with Se-
attle? We had a breathing spell since
the Jatter part of April. Did we
breath our last when the disruption-
ists were whipped? It was expected
that it was all over with us and some
were already shedding crocodile tears.

But upon hearing that we held 41
street meetings and sold $114.25 worth
of literatiire in May, even c¢rocodile
tears ceased and the alr was filled
with curses which floated by harmless-
ly. When it was known that we were
doing better in June, the heat gen-
erated from the skulls of the disrup-
tionists, caused the mercury to stand
high in our neighborhood for some
time.

Our sales of literature for June were
$160.52. All this was at sffeet meet-
ings and does not include the thous-
ands of free leaflets distributed
throughout the city.

In a lettér early in June, Chas, H.
Kerr, of Chicago, stated that Seattle
had taken the lead in literature sales.
In another letter dated July 2, Kerr
states that we have broken all records.
If, by the fruit you judge the tree,
then we are ready to be, judged by
vthis.

Many of us went to Everett- where
a convention of the brains of the work-
ing class movement was to be held.
We expected to help fire the town
with Socialist propaganda. 1 wrote
inquiring about MNterature and offer-
ing to help out along with other com-
rades. No, our offer was not accepted,
1 received an insulting reply, giving
us to understand that our propaganda
of Sociallsm would be unwelcome, Its
needless to say that there was no at-
tempt to hold meetings on the streets
during the convention and none had
been held for months.

I went to the convention expecting
to see the intellect ,of the working
class of Washington mapping out the
future plans. Here agiin 1 was sorely
disappointed.

Who would have expected a body
of men representing the foremost or-
ganization of the working class to go
back on their rules, on thelr own con-
stitution and principles they were sup-
posed to be representing? Who
would have thought is possible? But
it was not only posiible, but actually
took place. This body began by vio-
lating the very laws that made or-
ganization posaible. The constitution
was trampled under foot and law and
order abolished. “To hell with the
constitution and the men that made
it!" some delegatd remarked. An-
other sald, "we don't understand the
rules or constitution and won’t ablde
by it Are these the men who are
to frame the future plans of the state?

The membership of the State under-
stood the constitution and adopted it
as a rule for the organization in this
state to follow. The representative
body would mot do this, they counld
not understand the necessity of law
or order. To make gure that the law
of the membership would not be
quoted or discussed the chairman put

ments. The few who reach the goal

bers who wished to discuss or make

HAVE SOCIALISM?

By Jos. S. Biscay

the vote denying the floor to mem-|

a motion and a vote was taken which
prevented free speech in an assembly
of Socialists. The delegates who stood
by the constitution voted against this,
protesting that they were not allowed
to speak. The protests were entered

on the minutes and afterward strick-|
en off.

The Effect on Socialism.

Numerous thotgh are the dangers
which the constitution of such a party
would offer to Socialism.

First, the young and vigorous So-
clalist organization, with no failureas in
power to explain, looks good to mid-
dle-class-consclousness and with P}o—

fessor John B. Clark, of Columbia, they
belleve that théy might travel a cer
tain length of way with the Soclalists
and be ready to part company with
them at the eritical moment.

For the balf-baked Soctallst, the sen-
timentalist void of a realistic concep-
tion of Socialistic doctrine, the Idealist
who sees in collectivism nothing but a
cut and dried system of popular meta-
physics, the ward heelgr fond of power
and deprived of |nrlnf~lph-s, the temp-
tation will be great to cater to middle-
class-consciousness by twisting Soclal-
istie doctrine into attractive schemes
of petty reformism.

Did we not sce at our last national
convention a nonagricultural element
urging a program 'of agricultural re-
formism,
their intention to stand squarely on
the broad basis of Soclalistic princi-
ples? The same question has for
yvears agitated the Socialist world.
There has been an attempt to dilute
Socfalistic principles into homeopathic
doses for speclal use of farmers; it
was christened neo-colleetivism and
very short lived. It bubbles up rather

Seelng the futility of acting in an
assembly which recognized neither
law or order nor the right of free
speech, many delegates withdrew from
the convention. It was impossible to
act for Socialism "»=en the constitu-
tion of the Party was
was dissolved legally

convention as

goon as the law that brought ** into|

being was violated.

Instead of a convention of >ucial-
ists, auarchy reigned supreme.  The
individual became greater than the or-
ganization.

If this is a sample of ous member-
ship we are certainly a very long way
from emancipation of the working
cluss,

THE PARTING OF THE WAYS

By Eleanor Maurer Herman

When the Soclalist State Conven: |
tion of 1909 was called and delegates |
and visitors prepared to attend it, lhe“
organizable orderly ones, at least, ex-
pected to attend a Socialist Conven-
tion. At the outset it still seemed to
be a fairly good representation of pro-
letarian Socialism.
hold!
day it was clearly: evident that pro-

Bui, lo and be-
Before the evening of the first

letarian Soclalism was no longer be-
ing represented but that the petty
bourgeois and anarchist element was
pretty generally represented.

Having attended every State Cor
vention sinee 1903, 1 expected that
things would be done, as in the past,
tending toward, or rather in line with,
the propaganda of the Socialist Party,
the emancipation of -the proletariat
through the abolition of the wage sys-
téem. Instead of this not a thing was
done but the trampling under foot of
the constitution of the Soclalist Party
of Washington,

Comrades of Washington, who did
not attend this particular convention
but who have attended other conven-

tions in the past will hesitate to be-

lieve that up untl 2 o'clock of the
second day the conventlon had not
yet acted on the report of the com-
mittee on Rules and Order.

In past conventions the proletarian
element. has always been accused of
dilatory tactics by the opposition. But
remember that this opposition was in
control and they could not get on any
faster than that.

While the proletarian element was
in control there was some hope for
this convention to continue’a Social-
ist convention, but when the anarchist
(I use this term advisedly) element
got control they soon showed their

sreal colors and it was utterly impos-

sible for any Socialist with the true
Revolutionary Spirit to remain and
take part in the deliberation (?) of
that body. To remain longer in that
assemblage would have been traltor-
ous to the wage-workers of Washing-
ton.

Briefly the situation was this.

The proletarian element stood out
for the constitutional provision for a
two-thirds vote to shut off debate on
any motion. The anarchist element
(which includes both the utopian and
impossibiiist elements and of whose

while real farmers stated|

~ullified. The|

weakly, from time to time. 1In his
last very interesting book, Van Der
Velde thinks that small farmers work-
ing their own land ought to be free
to join the cooperative commonwealth
of their own free will. I am not sure
that when we shall be that far, there
will be any middle-class farmer left,
but if there are, I do not think it
would be Jogical to talk about com-
pulsory appropriations of large con
centrated industries of a high degree
of technical development, with or with-
out indemnity aud allowing the inefli-
clent, unprogressive forms of agricul-
tural production to guit themselves.

When the Socialists of Austria used
the ballot for the first time aud polled
more than a million votes, it was point-
#d out how they had succeeded best
in the provinces where concentrated
farming had developed an agricultural
proletariat, but had relatively failed
amongst the small farmers of Higher
and Lower Austria.

Stretching of Bocialistic principles
to please middle-class-consciousness is
as dangerons as it is useiess. The con-
|gress of the German party at Haoslau
kept our German friends on the right
{track of proletarian tactics and prin-
jciples.  The international congress
theld In London in 1895 upheld the in-
tegrity of Marxian doctrine, Now is
not the time to change our attitude on
;!hlu matter in order to please the dead
horse of middle-class-consclousness.

HUBERT LANGEROCK.

hob-nobhing with the insurgents and
independents we have proof positive)
stood out for only a majority vote to
shut off debate, thus kindering the
minority from expressing an opinion
on any question whepever the major
ity saw fit to £0 hinder them. This
being clearly a violation of the Social-
ist Party constitution—both-State and
| National—the delegates” representing
{the proletarian element tried to get
{the crowd who with the comstituents
{have been howling themselves hoarse
ifur democracy as against “Ring Rule”
{and “Gag-Law,” to see that they would
| put themselves without the pabe of
the Socialist Party by adopting such a
course— all to no purpose. Still hop-
ing that there might be some sense of
common decency among the others,
ours, i. e, the proletarian delegates,
iried to get them to submit their ac-
fion to a referendum of the Socialist
Party membership, which is the high-
est authority in the State. When this
falr-minded (7) crowd refused even to
do this there was nothing left for our
delegates to do but withdraw and re-
fuse to take part in any further pro-
ceedings of that so-called convention
which by its own act obliterated itself.

We have come to a parting of the
ways, We have been too mild in our
reproof of those who over and over
bave shown themselves to be Indi-
vidualists and anarchists.

There is no place in the Soclalist
Party, which so far has been and still
is the political expression of the work-
ing-class, for those who willfully vio-
late the principles and constitution
of that Party.

The lesson this curtailed convention
teaches us is so plain that he who
runs many read. We must continne
our policy of admitting to membership
only wage-workers' and those who
clearly understand what we are
striving for and why we are striving
for it. The class-struggle must be
thoroughly understood and the basis
of our fight with the masters and the
abolition of the wages-system much
be understood to be and must be our
{x:nal.

ELEANOR MAURER HERMAN,
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Washington, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1907,

SUBSCRIPTION RATES.

»

United States and Mexice—One year, §1.00; dx-ﬂ-.no. three

months, 35c; single coples, 3¢

Te Canada and Foreign Countries—Ona year, $1.50; six months, 76e. .

Waeekly Bundiss.—For one year—b6 coples per weck, §3.35;

10 coples per

week, $6; ‘30 coples per week, §10; 50 per week. $30.

lmhlluumu—ub“cwl-.
cent aplece.

So-hulu- 50 eoples or more, 1

All remittances should be made payable to TRUSTEE PRINTING COM-

PANY. :
All business communications

be addressed to TRUSTEE PRINT-

ING COMPANY, Box 1908, Seattls, Wash.

Communications intended for

tor should be so addressed. Rajected

" manuscripts will not be returned unless stamps are enclosed.

* Communications intended for publication should be malled in time to
ruch “The Soclalist” oﬂleo not later than Monday.
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EDMOND PELUSO

No Local should recognize

the Gag Convention or its un-

constitutional acts in any way

whatever.

Vote no approval  of its

actions.

A, NOT THE,
CONVENTION

The Proceedings in Detail
. By Arthur Jensen

Section 1 of Article V of the State
Constitution of the Soclalist Party of
Washington reads as follows: “The
State Convention shall be held an-
nually.” If instead of this it had read:
“A State Convention shall be held an-
nually,” the letter of the law might
have been sald to have been followed
in Eyerett July 3-45.

One thing is certain: It was not

* THE Convention of the Soclalist Party

which was held in Everett July 3-4-5.
Individuals without any connections
whatever with the & Soclalist Party
were given a voice, while regularly
elected delegates from regular dues-
paying Locals of the Socialist Party
were denied the right to introduge
motions in & regular manner.

It was a Convention, all right, but
instead of being the annual Socialist
Party Convention, I! was an Anarchist
Convention.

During the eonveutlon it m made
absolutely clear that, regardless of the

 fact that during the late controversy

the opposition always held that they
were ultra-revolutionary, all of those
who have for years represented the
middle class element in the Socialist
Movement were working hand in glove
with the “Revolutionary” opposition
to Local Seattle and the Btate office.

When the convention was called to

order Saturday ‘morning, it was evl-

dent that a movement was on foot to
cause confusion in the temporary or-
ganization. If the “Independents”
could only get an opportunity to vote
in the election of a credentials com-
mittee, they realized that they would
have everything their way. If they

tion from Local Seattle No. 1, and
instead seat the “delegation” from
the "Independents,’

they saw that

came to the assistance of the non-
pl d “Ind lents" by introduc-
an nmendment that the gquestion as
to whether or not the people who were
present were entitled to participate
be referred to the Credentials Com-
mittee, After a rather lengthy dis-
fon this amend t was ruled
out of order by the chairman and
after a few more interruptions the
original motion carried unanimously.
Mrs, Cory of SBedro-Woolley, cham-
pion-in-chief of the cause of the “In-
dependents,” was elected temporary
Secretary, upon which a credentials
committee, consisting of John Mc-
Slarrow of Seattle, E. E. Martin of
Silverdale, C. L. Whiting of Snohom-
ish, W. W. Smijth of Everett and
Johnson of Tacoma, was elected.
About 8 o'clock Saturday afternoon
the committee brought in their re-
port. The report contained the names
of all delegates with regular creden-
tials and had, attached to it, a con-
test against J. C. Harkneses of Colville,
filed by Floyd Hyde of Seattle, The
committee offered no recommenda-
tions. . The report was signed by Mc
Slarrow, Martin and Whiting. The
other two members brought in a mi-
nority report recommending that the
delegates from Local Seattle No. 1be
given no seat, but that delegates from
both Local Seattle and the Secialist
Propaganda League be given voice
but no vote. W. W. Smith also read
& document from the Propaganda
League appealing for recoguition from
the convention. Attached to this were
“credentials” for “delegates.”
A motion to adopt the minority re-
port was defeated, whereupon a mo-

tion to seat all delegates against|™

whom no contest was filed was car
rled. ‘

During the discussion on these mo-
tions the greatest display of poor loglc
and no logic at all was offered by the
opponents of the Revolutionary ele-
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Chairman and Mrs. E. D. Cory Sec-
retary. The permane¢nt organization
DAVIDg Deen completed, committecs
were elected as follows: Committees
on Rules of Order, Constitution and
Resolutions,

Up to this time the convention had
had but few opportunities to violate
the Party Constitution, and, judging
by thelr actions later, that was the
only reason for not doing It, for im-
mediately following the reading of
the Report of the Committee on Rules
of Order, the anarchistic spirit of
the “unorganizables” became evident
in their reckless treatment of the will
of the Party membership as expressed
in the Etate Constitution. They
seemed to forget (if they had ever
known) that they were sent there
as represéntatives of the Party, and
not as the Party. They evidently
thought that the expressed will of
the rank and file was of no conse-
quence where they saw an opportun-
ity to hofst the banner of Middle
Class Individualistic tactics.

The Committee on Rules of Order
brought in their report Sunday morn
ing, recommending the adoption of
six rules. The first rule was to the
effect that the majority should declde
all questions. This would have meant
that the “previous gquestion” could be
ordered by a bare majority, or, in
other words, that 26 could close the
mouths of 26 at any time if there
were b1 present. Such a rale was in
direct violation of Section 18 of Ar-
ticle VI, State Constitution, which
states plainly that Robert’'s Rules of
Order shall govern where they do
not conflict with the State Constitu-
tion. Robert's Rules provide that it
requires a two-thirds vote to close
debate, as it would be utterly unjust
to give a bare majority the right to
suppress discussion on the part of
almost as large a minority. An
amendment was introduced providing
for a two-thirds vote on a gquestion
of closing of debate, but it was de-
feated. A point of order was ralsed
that the rule was unconstitutional and
therefore out of order, but the chair-
an, “Honest John Barth,” held, in
effect, that the will of the rank and
file was of no consequence, An ap-
peal was taken from the ruling of
the chalrman, but the convention sus-
tained the chair and thus indorsed
the statement made, by one of the
delegates: *“To hell with the consti-
tution and the men that made It.”

Those delegates who respected the
lwill of the rank and file, which they
were there to represent more than
the desires of a bare majority of dele-
gates who saw fit to trample the con-
stitution under foot, held a confer:
ence during the noon hour Sunday,
wheve they declded to leave the con-
vention if It persisted in violating the
only document which they were
bound to réspect, holding that ‘such
a convention, “by its action,’ ceases
to be & Soclalist convention.”

Immediately after the noon recess
the gag rule was adopted and fol-

lowing its adoption one of the dele-

gates was denfed the right to intro-
duce a subsidiary motion.

Al Wius the CHmax.

Sixteen delegates refused to take
part In the responsibility for violat-
ing and disregarding the will of the
rank and file, and walked out in a

body.
INCAPABLES.
Now they had things their own
wiay. One would have expected that

they would have accomplished some-
thing great, But Anarchists as they
are, they found it beyond their pow-
er to do any constructive work.

In order to {llustrate the ‘broad
reasoning power” of these Anarchists,
it might be mentioned that they had
a lengthy discussion on a change in
Section 1 of Article IIT of the State
Constitution. Where it states that Lo
cal Secretaries “shall report to the
State Committee the general condi-
tion of the Local,” some one intro-
duced a motion to substitute the word
“general” with the word “actual,” but
finally it was resolved that it would
be “undemocratic” to determine what
kind of condition to report, and it
now reads that “the  condition” of
the Local shall be reported.

That the convention is not an exec-
utive body was lost sight of and a
committee was elected for the pur-
pose of passing on 198 “applications”

turned in by the “Independents.” The
purpose for the “passing” on these
“applications” is unknown, as they

certainly could not join the conven-
tion, and it seems Incredible that this
“Intelligent” body should have taken
upon themselves to elget them to
membership in some Local. Enough
has been said about the “convention™
proceedings,

CONVENTION ANALYZED.

It seems to me that after analyzing
the situation, three points become
clear. First, that the line between
the two elements, found everywhere
in the Sociallst Movement, is drawn
tighter and more distinetly in  this
State than any other place in the
country, Second, that the distin-
guishing feature of all opponents of
Local Seattle and the principles it
represents, {s the indlvidualistic,
archistic spirit. Third, that this an-
archistic spirit {s the natural reflec-
tion of the Middle Class, petty bour-
geols ‘mind. i

It is not necessary that an individ-
ual actually belong to the Middle
Class in order to possess the spirit
of this class. It is a well known fact
that in every stage of Boclety we see
reflections of all preceding stages,
and that in every class in Boclety we
see reflections of the older classes.
The Middle Class spirit, the spirit of
“Independence,” the spirit of “every-
body for himself and the devil take
the hindmost,” {s found in all classes
in Boclety and is more prevalent in
the United States than any other
country. It is therefore natural and
must be expected that this spirit of

“Jeffersonian Democracy” should find
expression In the Socialist Movement
ana especially in the uUnited sStates,
where the petty bourgeois, the Middle
Class, has been, and still is, a formid-
able soclal factor.

The lesson taught us by the late
State Convention is that the Prole
tarlan element should be  extremely
careful in choosing its representa-
tives.

The economic conditions in the
United Statbs and the great strength
of the Middle Class should act as a
stimulus for the Proletarian element
in .refraining from doing anything
which might seem inviting to the
Middle Class element,

The Gag

Convention

Continued from Page One

Practical Tactics? Or are you a
Utopian Impossibilist, exalting the
Individual at the expense of the or-
ganization? Or, are you a middle class
Socialist, expecting relief from Mono-
poly by getting all the people to vote
for Public Ownership?

Thresh out these things in your
Local.

Proletarian control of the Soclalist
Party first, last and all the time. As
petween the TmpossibiHsts and the
Opportunists, Titus would always sup-
port the Impossibilists, for they are
at least Proletarian, even though Utop-
fans and Anarchistic. It must be a
practical Revolutionary body. Dreams
win no battles. The Capitalists fear no
dreamers. And dreamers can organize
only dreamers,

The proof of the pudding is the eat-
ing. That the Capitalists do fear the
Straight Socialists of Washington Is
proved by the way they have perse-
cuted Its representatives. That the
Stralght Socialists of Washington can
organize, is proved by these two facts:
(1) THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF
WASHINGTON HAS THE LARGEST
RELATIVE MEMBERSHIP IN THE
UNITED STATESand (2) IT HAS
THE LARGEST RELATIVE VOTE IN
THE UNITED STATES.

The Impossibilists have had control
of the Executive Committee the last
vear. What have they done? Run us
down to the smallest convention we
ever had, discouraged the rank and
file everywhere and finally split us
wide open by applying the Gag Rule to
the Convention. Are these results like-
ly to be improved upon by putting

|

in power the next year these same peo-

It is no guestion of Titus or E‘ple yoked up with Middle Class ele-
antl-Titus, except as Titus stands for ments pulling backward?

Did you ever see those lemons of
Southern California? Those big, fat,
lusclous, fapey lemons? Goodness, how
they make your mouth water and your
jaws ache! Well, until the third of
July I supposed this particular kind of
lemon was confined to California, but
once more 1 wag’ mistaken. The same
Juley variety has been found In
Everett, and it was the Woman's State
Committee which first discovered that
this useful citrous frult was growing
in the northwest and that Everett had

an- |& bumper crop.

On Friday, July 8, Comrades Eleanor
Herman, Hattle Titus and Bessy Fiset,
of the Woman's State committee, and
Anna Steele, of the State executive
committee, boarded the boat at 5 p. m.
in Seattle for Everett.

Arrlving at Everett we looked
around for the glad hand. Belng very
independent women we would never
have thought of having anyone meet
the bally boat that runs up there, if
it had not been that on the 18th of
last April (I recall the date because
it was my birthday and I celebrated
by sitting all day listening to a state
committee unconstitutionally depose a
State Secretary-Treasurer—but to re-
sume) on the 18th of last April some
comrade from Everett—I have forgot-

ten his name, but it I recall correctly,

THE WOMAN

By Bessy Fiset

he had a very large and flerce looking
moustache—asked to have the conven-
tion go to Everett, giving as his main
inducement the fine and noble com-
radship of Everett which would be ex-
tended to, and indeed lavished on, the
comrades coming to the convention
from all other states. So emphatically
was the statement re-iterated that Se-
attle did not know the meaning of the
word comradship, and that the lcy
mitt had been handed out so often by
the Seattle “Boonch"-—as Comrade
Krueger says—that it was time we
found out that there was that one
thing—Comradeship——in the State of
Washington. (By the way, Everett
would better corrall it. It is running
lose up there) Well, to go back to
the boat and the women.

We looked around but encountered
nothing but strangers. Not a red but-
ton in sight. The two lean ladles
assigted the two fat ladies on to a car
Qnd we rode up to a hotel and dropped
our grips and started on & hunt for
our other member of the Woman's
Couunmae. 'l‘lllle Roeder.

The night Was gOrgeous so we
walked a long way until we came to
said Tillle Roeder's hon»—-Nothlu
doing!

After getting down on our knees and
drinking out of the hose tap, we

started for G. A, R. Hall. 1 was firm-
ly convinced that sometime, some-
where there was a reception, a prac-
teal demonstration of that glad hand
business,

We landed at the G, A, R. Hill and
were recelved with open arms—by the
M. B. As.. Now just who the M. B.
As, are we don't know but any how
they are not Soclalists, but they in-
vited us to a dance and supper—every-
thing free of charge. That sounded
pretty good to us, but we felt sure
that on getting such a welcome from
the M. B. A's. that the reai thing was
to be found In the Soclalist Ranks

One of the comrades had sald she
thought may be Comrade Roeder was
at Smith’s. Forthwith, off we started
for Smith’s and sure enough there
was the reception. Bright light beck-
oned us far down the street and as .
we drew nearer voices were heard and
l’urmn were seen flitting about.

" Climb Ing up the steps to the porch
~—Oh, for a flashlight!

The sight cf four members of the
State Committee Caucusing with the
Brown, Burgess, Parks, Ball, Corey—
The Lady cf the three
Robbins, Wolff “Boonch”
thing to be remembered!

Girls, it was rich; it was juicy. We
had found the real thing, Four State
Committeemen caught with the goods
on. And the best thing of all 1s that
ol them knows how |t hap-
it just that's -all
Don't you know how those things do
happen  sometimes?
| Well, said  Smith came  out and
}m-km! us in fwhat could a poor man
un 1 but we told Bim we
fn ke Roeder to arrange for a meet-
|ing of the Women's State Committee
';lh-' following moraing, - Tillie came,
iui;h her arms foldd as much as to
{eay, “Well, what ure you golng to do
jabout " When. she saw  that we,
{treated her.as usoal she held out a
{hand, which we took. She informed
ug that she could not meet with the
State Committee as Local Everett was
to serve meals to the convention. We
asked her if she didn't know we were
going to meet gnd she said, “jes, but
she couldn’t serve the Party with her
brains so she would have to do it with
her hands.”

When one of the strongest Revolu-
tionary Socialist women in the state
fays a thing like that you simply have
to pass it up. The case is hopeless.

After a little conflab with Tillle, we
sauntered home, wiser by a great deal,
than we were fifteen minutes before,

As we were leaving we looked sky-
ward and found the solution of the
whole thing. What can you expect
from an individual who passes off as
a4 Revolutionary Sélentific  Socialist
who has eracted a flagpole in his front
yard and hoisted the stars and stripes
and then put a red flag underneath?
Can a man like that stand up and
fight for his principles? Fight and fight
and fight and fight and fight until he
weakens, falls and dies still fighting
for his class and for the principles of
his clags? Never! Old Glory is still
on top—the emblem of the Bourgeoisie
~—and in his heart is that something
that in spite of his class, in spite of
his prineiples, makes him seek alll-
ance with the bourgeols movement.

sciences—
Was gome-

HO Cne

pened; happened,

were after

INTELLECTUAL FLASHES FROM
THE CONVENTION.

Barber of Spokane: “What do we
want with Robert's Rules of eorder,
anyhow? He's dead and lots of you
don’t even know it.”

Mrs. Stone, M. A. L.: “Karl Marx is
dead, too.”

Barber: "“Welil the Socialist Party
doesn't follow Karl Marx in lots of
thinge either.”

The Man frecm Mukilteo: *Com-
rades, I stand for Liberty. When any
man tries to——-="

Charman Barth: “Comrade you will
have ta speak to the question.”

The Man from Mukilteo: “Well, I
will now speak to the question. Mr.
Chairman, what is the question?”

(Laughter from the gallery.)

(Overheard in the women's lava-
tory.)

Mrs. Cory: “Where did you say you
were from?"

Mrs. Fiset: “I didn't say. But I
am from Seattle”

Mrs. Cory: A Finn, I presume?"

McCorkle of Seattle: “Mr. Chair-
man, 1 call for the previous question.”
Charman Barth: “Will the Secre-

tary please READ THE PREVIOUS
QUESTION?"
Mrs. Cory: (Reads the motion

which had been carried before mo-
tion was made upon which previous
question was called). Screams of
langhter from the “gallery.”

Mrs. Cory: Comrades, I demand
order. I am reading the previous
question and I guess [ know my busi-
ness.” (more hilarity.)

Chairman Barth: “Any one who
wants to laugh may leave the room
and do fit. They can't laugh here.
This is no laughing matter!” (Laugh-
ter immediately stops.)

Man on the street to McCorkie after
Revolutionists had withdrawn: “Well,
how are they getting along up at the
convention?"

McCorkle: “As well as they can
without any Soclalists.”

John McSlarrow to Dr. Brown:
“Well, are you going by the Consti-
tution?"

DOr. Brown: “No, only in so far as
it does not conflict with the will of
the conventlon.” (Hitting the constl-

mt!nndin high places—as it were.)
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