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We are moving forward! Our strength is beginning to show itself in this campaign. We need no greater evidence of this than that the big capitalist news
agencies have promised to give the Socialist Party .a ‘fair and square’’ deal this year. They have been forced to come across. The usual straw votes being taken
and the canvasses being made by the capitalist press indicate that the socialist vote will be more than double that of four years ago. We are moving forward
against the capitalist trenches. Comrades! Are you in the fighting army of labor this year, or are you a shirker or a deserter? Answer by your actions!

Stinging Speech By Benson
At Des Moines, la., Forces
Big News Trust To Action

.. Here’s the report of the speech by Allan L. Benson, our pre-
sidential candidate, as it appeared in The Des Moinés Register. It
was this speech that forced the Associated Press, the big news trust,
referred to by Senson as the “painted lady”, to promise to send
350 words over its wires each night on the progress of the Socialist
presidential tour. Benson promises to hammer away at the capitalist

press and capitalist news associations. But you can help

him by

getling after your local paper. Find out why it doesn’t publish news
of the great Socialist campaign this year.

(From The Des Moines, Ia., Register)

SOGIALIST LEADER
BITTERLY ASSAILS
BOTH OLD PARTIES

Presidential Candidate Makes
Stirring Appeal . to Large
Audience at Auditorium,

SWATS THE DAILY PRESS

Challenges The Register, De-
claring It Dare Not Print
His Uttérances.

RIPS UP MILITARY PLANS

Unsparing in Criticism of Wil-
son and Hughes and Other

Old Party Leéaders.
By REESE STUART, JR.

Allan L. Benson of Yonkers, N. Y.,
#eialist candidate for president of
she United States, in addressing at
the Auditorium last night an audience
composed of members of his party and
a number of other parties threw out
a challenge to The Register to print
what he said of the republican party
and others, a challenge which he re-
iterated at frequent intervals' thruout
his address.

‘Mr. Benson declared that he had
charges to present against both the
democratic and republican candidates
for the office to which he himself
aspires which, if known to the Amer-
ican people, would prevent the re-
election of President Wilson or the
election of Charles E. Hughes.

A Conspiracy of Silence. -

He declared also that there was a
conspiracy of silence on the part of
The Associated Press, to which he
referted as a “painted lady,” and the
newspapers to prevent the people’s
knowing what these charges are, that
he is speaking practically every day
and will continue to speak every day
until the election, but that The Asso-
ciated Press carries no account of his
speeches while it is sending- thru the
country 500 words a day on the
speeches of Hanly, prohibition candi-
date for president, and that his own
party has not only cast a much larger
vote than the prohibition party in the
last two elections but increased over
100 per cent in 1912 while the pro-
hibition vote was smaller then than in
1908. He predicted that he would poll
over 2,000,000 votes this year as
z{.gfinst something over 900,000 in

2. .

Hanly’s Mission and Benson’s.

“And Mr. Hanly’s purpose is to
prevent your bodies being zilled with
whisky, while my gurpose is to pre-
vent your bodies being filled with
lead,” he declared, before launching
upon the most scorching denunciation
of the military and naval appropria-
tions of the recent congress that Des
Moines has ever heard.

“I never expect fair treatment,” he
said. “There is a reporter for a Des
Moines paper sitting in the wings of
this stage now. If that paper prints
what 1 shall say and what I know and
the reporter knows to-be news, it is
on the square. I nama that paper now.
Look for The Des Moines Register
in the morning.

“I charge that the democratic ad-
ministration has énacted a law that
permits the president to draft into
the army, in time of military needs,
every man in this country between
the ages of 18 and 45 years who is
in good health. That clause was
smuggled into' the Hay-Chamberlain
army reorganization bill and it was
done with the approval of President
Wilson.

Another One For The Reporter.

Mr. Benson addressed the reporter
again in giving a reference to the
Congressional Record of August 25,
1916, wherein Congressman Hay is
quoted as declaring that it made no
difference “to the president” whether
the word used were “call” or “draft”.
Mr. Hay’s defense was in reply to ob-
jections offered by another congress-
man who objected to the change after
having voted for the bill as il passed,
and without having been aware of the
change.,

On March 23, with another ref-
erence by the speaker to the Con-
gressional Record of that date, Mr.
Hay replied to Congressman Miller of
Minnesota, who- had objected to the
word “draft” as it ngplied to draftin
entire regiments of the national gua
into the regular army, and had asked
why the word “order” might not be
substitused, that the word “order” had
not the same legal significance as
the word “draft” and would not mean
the same thing in a bill.

Statements Won’t Hitch.

“Mr. Hay can never reconcile his
statements of March 23 and those of
August 25, iry as he may,” said Mr.
Benson.

“If you still think militarism the
evil thing that -you thought it in
1913-14, you democrats and republi-
cans, how are you going to,register
‘your vote against it if you do not vote
the socialist ticket this fall?”” he ask-
ed. He had explained that the dem-
ocratic administration .had turned
from its attitude of 1918 and had vot-
ed unprecedented appropriations for
military preparedness which, large as
they were, still did not satisfy the
republicans.
~ “When they say that ‘some nation
will attack us after the war and bite
off a piece of the Atlantic coast to
hold for ransom’ they mean Germany
and they might as well admit it,” he
declared. )

Big Business Knows.

“But that story is so ridiculous that
Wilson told congress in December,
1914, that the war need not cause us
to increase appropriations for pre-
paredness. Secretary Daniels also said
that we were in no danger. But if you
do not know. why Wilson. changed his
mind and why | the ekt of the ad-
ministration chignged its mind, big
business knows the reason.”

Mr. Benson urged his audience to
look in The Register this morning to
see if it published the reason he was
about to give. Here is the reason Mr,
Benson gave.

America has taken over all of
the foreign commerce and has
now a foreign trade which makes
this country the second maritime
nation in the world and is build-
ing boats to carry it as it never
built before. Big business knows
that when the war is over Europe
will want to get back this com-
merce. Legislative and diplomatic
pressure will be applied to hold
the commerce here, but when
these means fail force will be
applied and big business wants
to-be in a position to say: “Stand
off and let us alone.” That is the
“why” of these military and naval
 appropriations.

Reply To Trade Boait.

In response to the administration’s
boasts of the enormity of the present
foreign commerce of the United States
Mr. Benson asked his hearers as lab-
‘oring men to consider whether the
enormous foreign trade of Great Bri-
tain had ever alleviafed conditions for
labor in. that gountry.

In taking up a. brief discussion of
the democratic and republican ' candi-
dates for president Mr. Bepson put
them both in the same class as candi-
dates of the Wall street crowd.
Hughes he declared to ke Rockefel-
ler’s choice and Wilson, Morgan’s.

He pictured Hughes starting as a
corporation lawyer in New York, later
starting his social. relations . with
nockefeller while teaching a_class in
the oil magnate’s Sunday school, and
still later being seen walking with
him on the street. He made brief
reference on the veto of thc 2 cent
fare and other of Hughes’ acts.

“He does not do that any more, at
least not in the daytime,” he said.

Wilsow’s Connection.

Wilson’s connection with Morgan
was traced thru ‘Secretary McAdoc,
who secured from Morgan the money
to finance the Hudson tubes. He spoke
of the change of front by :the presi-
dent on lending government recogni-
tion to Morgan’s loans to China and
to the allies and presented these facts
as illustrative of the value to big bus-
%ness of having 4 friend in the White
 Iouse.

His denunciation of Wilson’s “at-
tempts to curry favor with labor”
was vigorous. He quoted Wilson as
having said that “we must hearten
and quicken the spirit of labor by
doing justice to the laborer, not only
by paying him a living wage but by
making all conditions surrounding
lahor as good as they ought to be.”

“Can you beat that for generality ?”
he asked.

.Plea Of Socialists.

“We ask you all to help restore
America to Americans, not only to
those who have been born in this
country but to all who are working
faithfuily to be good citizers, good
fathers and good men,” he sajd in
conclusion.

By J. L. ENGDAHL.

HE Associated Press, the nation’s biggest
news distributing association, has sur-
rendered.

The United Press, the nation’s second largest
news distributing association, has also ecap-
itulated.

They have both promised to handle the news
of the Socialist campaign this year “fairly and
psquarely”” from now on. We put no faith in
promises. So we expect the comrades thruout
the nation to be on the job to see that they

make good. :
*® » » *

NOTHING UNUSUAL.

IT WAS evident from the start of this
year’s presidential struggle that the capitalist
news associations, .and the capitalist press gen-

, erally, intended ignoring all the news of the
Socialist campaign.

This was not unusual.

every campaign. It happens every day. The

capitalist press, inspired and controlled by the-

big business interests of the country, either
suppress entirely or twist to suit themselves,
the news of working class activity, especially
the news of working class progress.

% % % %

CAMPAIGN BIGGER THAN EVER.

THIS YEAR the Socialist campaign is bigger,
more effective, more powerful than ever. Two
million leaflets each week, in a ten week series,
dre being distributed over the nation. This does
not include the millions of other leaflets sent
out from the national campaign headguarters,
in addition to the literature being published by

state, county and local campaign committees.

Allan L. Benson, our presidential candidate,
and George R. Kirkpatrick, our vice presidential
candidate, are speaking to larger and more
enthusiastic audiences than ever before. Daily
the campalgn swells to new gigantic propor-
tions. : . : . . s

SILENCE EVERYWHERE.

YET everywhere in the ranks of the capital-
ist press, with only a few exceptions, all was
silence. Some of the weekly and monthly
magazines, like the Review of Reviews, Cur-
rent Literature, and a few others took note of
the fact that the Socialists had really nomin-

ated a national ticket.
* * *® *

EXCITED OVER LIQUOR.

In the meantime the Associated Press got
excited about the Prohibition candidate, Mr.
Hanly, who repudiated most of his party’s plat-
form. The “A. P.” sent a staff correspondent
along with the prohibition candidate. Extended
notices of the progress of the Prohibition cam-
paign were sent out daily to the capitalist press.
And the reports were published.

Do the big interests believe that they can
turn the workers aside from the real issues in
this campaign and embroil them in a fake fight
over the liquor question? Do the plutes really
believe they can split the ranks of the toilers
this year into contending wet and dry factions?
If so, they have a rude awakening awaiting
them. The working class this year is not going
to get excited over the liquor question, nor
will it be led astray by any free liquor provided
by the old parties.

* * * *

BENSON AROUSED.

IT WAS this very evident discrimination
against the Socialist campaign that stirred the
fighting blood of our presidential candidate,
Allan L, Benson. Night after night, starting at
Des Moines, Iowa, Benson assailed the capitalist
news associations and the capitalist press, dar-
ing them to publish the truth so that the Amer-
ican people might learn the truth about the
real issues in this campaign.

At Des Moines, Iowa, he pilloried The Des

Moines Register, the largest local capitalist
publication, before an audience of several thous-
and enthusiastic listeners. Benson urged every-
one within the reach of his voice to lock for a
report of the meeting in The Register next
morning. The reporter went back to kis office
and told the editor what Benson had said, and
the editor, fearing an immediate shrinkage in
his subscription list ordered the reporter to
write a “fair” report of the meeting. The story
as it appeared in “The Register” the next morn-
ing appears on this page. This fight by Benson
against the silence of the organs of the pluto-
cracy was repeated in every city in which he
appeared. When he passed thru Chicago this
week and visited the national campaign head-
quarters on his way from St. Louis to Indiana-
polis, Bensgn was in a real fighting mood and
promised to keep up a running fire on the en-
trenched mouthpieces of capitalism. '
* * * %

HIT BY TWO MILLION LEAFLETS.

THEN Benson let loose in “Leaflet No. 57,
two million copies of which were published in
the attack on this capitalist censorship. The
contents of this leaflet were published in The

It has happened in

American Socialist last week. Here is the
-stinger that appeared in the leaflet:

“The Socialist Party, in 1912, cast more than
four times as many votes as did the Prohibition
‘Party. The Socialist Party in 1912 doubled its
‘vote. The Prohibition Party in 1912 did not
cast as many votes as it cast in 1892.

“Why this discrimination upon the part of
-the Assoeciated Press? There is but one answer.
| The interests that control the Associated Press

do not want the American people to know the
truths that I, upon behalf of the Socialist
Party, am trying io tfll ihe*American people”.

THEY SURRENDER.

BENSON was hitting the capitalist press
and its news association where he could hurt
it the most. He was discrediting it in the eyes
of the people who attended the meetings he ad-
‘dressed and who read this leaflet and The
American Socialist.

Correspondents of the Associated Press be-
gan wiring their chief in New York City. He
-quickly realized what was taking place, and
what would happen if Benson’s attack was not
halted.

So the Associated Press surrendered. Its
chief wired the Chicago office to get in touch
with the National Socialist Campaign Head-
quarters. This resulted in a conference be-
tween the Chicago manager of the Associated
Press and the Campaign Manager and represen-

tatives of the Socialist Party.
. * * * *

ASSOCIATED PRESS PROMISES.

The result—the Associated Press promised
to give the Socialist presidential tour the same
attention given the tours of candidates of other
parties. The task now is to make the Associated
Press live up to its promise.

It has promised to handle 350 words every
night, over its wires, on the progiess of the
Socialist campaign. This news report is being
promptly furnished to the Associated Press.
We have good reason to believe it is being sent
‘out. If this report does not appear in your local
paper it is because it is being suppressed by
your local paper. Call up the editor and ask him
about it. Put the same pressure to bear on your
local editor that has already been brought to

bear on the Associated Press.
" »* * *

UNITED PRESS WAKES UP, TOO.

WHEN the Associated Press got busy the
United Press also fell into line immediately and
promised to give the Socialist campaign the
attention which it had not received. The two
big mews distributing agencies therefore show
that they realize the growing strength of the
Socialist movement. They have confessed to
the fact that. the Socialist Party ¢annot be
slighted with impunity. Bu suppressing news of
the - Socialist campaign, it is admitted that
these news associations, backed by the capitalist
press, can materially hinder the truth from
reaching the people. But once this plot is ex-
posed, the news agencies by their surrender ad-
mit, the people will turn against them and hurt

hurt the Socialist Party.

So they have promised to be good—at least
temporarily. They. will only be good as long
as the organized forces of the Socialist move-

ment keep them under strick surveillance.
& * * *

MAKE IT FIVE MILLION.

OUR big weapon in this campaign'is the Ben-
son series of 10 leaflets. No censorship can stop
this message from reaching the workers of the
nation. The fifth leaflet is now being distri-
buted. over the nation—two million copies of it.
The sixth leaflet will go to the printers when

press. We want to jump the citculation of this
leaflet and the remaining four leaflets to at
Teast five million copies. That would force every
capitalist sheet in the nation to publish columns
of news matter about our campaign. _

We can do it! We must do it! These leaflets
sell for 50 cents per thousand. This covers the
bare cost of production. The loss is met with
an appropriation out of the campaign fund.
Your contribution to the campaign fund will
make it possible to carry on the leaflet cam-
paign, as well as all the ether features of our
great struggle this fall without sacrificing any
of them. Make yourself heard at the National
Campaign Headquarters, Socialist Party, 803
West Madison Street, Chicago.

Candidates’ Dates Next Week

The speaking dates of our national candidates

next week are as follows:
BENSON DATES.

Oct. 1, Detroit, Mich.;- 2, Cincinnati, Ohio; 3, En
route; 4, Denver, Colo.; 5, En route; 6, En route.
~ KIRKPATRICK DATES.

Oct. 1, Elizabeth, N. J., 2:30 P. M.; 1, Brooklyn,
N. Y, 8:00 P M., 23rd Assembly Dist.; 2, Lynn,
Mass.; 3, Jamestown, N. Y; 4, South Bend, Ind.;
5, Davenport, Iowa; 6, Omaha, Nebr.

If you are within reaching distance of anxl of
these meetings attend them and help make. them
8 rousing success.

them more than any censorship can possibly

this issue of The American Socialist goes to

Swat the war agitator with a So-
cialist ballot.

Kirk’s question has been answered.
War is for boodle.

The workers make everything, but
the capitalists take it.

Capitalism feeds the man who is
hungry, on taffy.

The capitalist campaign needs a
disinfectant. : :

If the worker breaks a tool he may
lose his job. But if he breaks his neck
the employer loses nothing.

The corporations not only own the
tools: of producdtion but also the poli-
tical tools.

_ Every time you vote an old party
ticket you vote merely on who shall
superintend your own spoilation.

A movement that do-esn’t move gets
nowhere. A man who does nothing
for the race does nothing for himself.

How can Socialism take anything
from you, when you haven’t got it?
Capitalism has been there first.

The old partyite has learned better
than to argue socialism. Hé merely
tries to look superior, like a monkey.

a lord as

The landlord is as suregiy
by a king

tho his title was conferre
~—and it was.

There is a difference between law
and justice. The workers have enough
law now, but no justice. i

If labor creates capital, why does
not labor own it and use it for its
benefit ?

The Republican party seems to have
forgotten the “dignity which forbade
McKinley touring the country in a
“vulgar search for votes”. .

Capitalism pensions. workers for
killing other workers. Socialism will
pension workers for making it pos-

-{sible for all workers to live.

The Hons. have gt last gone home,
and will be kept busy boasting of how
they passed the eight hour law and
explaining why they did it.

If Mr. Roosevelt is uncorked it
looks }ike Hughes stands a poorer
chance of victory than the Maine vote
indicates.

Since labor and capital have been
“harmonized” it does look like they
might quit striking until after elect-
ion.

The strike may. boost wages, but it
can’t prevent there being a raise in
the cost of living that absorbs the
wages paid. .

By the time the old party voters
can decide on just what is a fair pro-
fit his pockets will be.empty and he
will pass to a pauper’s grave.

‘This country is inhabited by two
families, Too Much and Too Little.
Guess_which one is the more numer-
ous. \

The principle of arbitration is a
sacred thing, because it compels the
slave to remain a slave because a few
arbitrators says he shall.

The reformer is great on swatting
effects. But the cause behind the ef-
fects always comes up smiling after
every apparent knock out blow.

If the captitalists have reduced the
cost, ‘of production thru using big
machinery, why is it that they have
raised the price of the products?

If the government can make its
bonds good by law, without a reserve
behind them, why can’t it make its
money good in the same way? ;

Hughes and Wilson are both satis-
factory to the plutocrats. The rest
will simply be “bull” for the purpose
of jollying the sillies.

It isBenson whe gets the crowds.
Wouldn't Hughes ‘or Wilson be glad
to address a million and a half every
week till election, like Bensor does?

Wilson kept us out of war—by in-
vading Mexico twice and spending
more for preparedness in one year

|than any nation on the face of the
1 earth ever did before. -

In the olden days the king’s son
succeeded him but we rebelled against
that. In this day the capitalist’s son
inherits his power and we say that is
right. . -

Won't Oklahoma and Nevada look
nice when they appear garbed all in
red the day after the election? And
won’t Debs in congress give them a
hearty welcome?

Strange that the first United States
senator to be elected by the Socialists
should bear thk name Grant. You
can’t hold a man to the past by nam-
ing him for a hero that is dead.

Where is the progressive now that
he thinks he has your attention? Try-
ing to fool you into one of the old
parties and political suicide of course.
That was all he was for in the first
place.

Counting on the birth of a new crop
of suckers the torchlight procession
paid for by those who expect to pro-
fit from the election has been'revised.
All the worker'is expected to do is to
carry the torch by night and carry
the burdens the rest of the time.

.| the Burlington shops

0id Parly Canvass Finds
Unrest In Labor's Ranks

An unprecedented increase in the
vote of the Socialist Party this fall
is indicated by the results of a na-
tlon.-vyide canvass now being carried
on jointly by a large number of cap-
italist newspapers.

First returns have just been
published by the Peoria, Ill., Journal
Transcript and give the results on
the canvass carried on in the vicinity
of Rock Island, Ill

The report sent in to his paper by
Howard M. Fuller under the Rock Is-
land date line is as follows:

“Journal-Transcript canvassers in
the presidential poll being conducted
by this paper in connection with a
number of other metropolitan journals
have discovered unmistakable signs of
much unrest among the working men.
No attempt will be made to theorize
on why this condition, but it is ap-
parent to each and every one of the
canvassers.

“During the past week we have
visited several factories and shops
in Davenport, Rock Island and Moline
and other cities in this section of the
two states, and this restless condition
is reflected in the statements of the
workingmen made to the canvassers.
Very few employers of labor will per-

‘mit a poll to be taken thru their

shops, so_that it is usually secured
just outside the gates at noon when
the employes leave for their lunch
and on their return.

“The reason generally assigned for
a refusal to permit the poll takers in
the shops is that the employets do not
wish to permit anything that will agi-
tate the workingmen and add the in-

 formation that anything of a political

nature always does. .
“Another patent fact brought out by
the canvass is. the increase in social-
ism. This is particularly true at the
great shops of the Rock Island rail-

road located at Sylvis.
Hughes Unpopular.

“It is few votes that Mr. Hughes,
the republican nominee for president,
is going to get cut of these shops.
The secret ballot resulted in a total
of 183 votes being polled. Of these
64 will be cast for the re-election of
President Wilson, and but 22 for Mr.
Hughes. Mr, Benson, the socialist
nominee, will receive 97, or more
than double the.vote of 41 which Mr.
Debs received four years ago from
these same men. Others voted 73 for
Mr. Wilson, 11 for Mr. Taft and 15
for Mr. Roosevelt four years ago.

“This is a socialist gain of 56. Six
who' voted four years ago for Mr.
Roosevelt will vote for Benson, three
who voted for Taft have swung over
and 36 who voted for Mr. Wilson will
vote for Mr. Benson. Four Roosevelt

-men will go to Mr. Wilson and five

to Mr. Hughes. Three Tafe men will
vote for Mr. Wilson, five for Mr.
Hughes and three for Mr. Benson.

. “Rock Island, tho a republican city,
is not going very strong for Mr.
Hughes. Of a total of 290 among the
business houses 133 will vote for Mr.
Wilson, 146 for Mr. Hughes and 11
for Mr. Benson. This is an increase
of four in the socialist vote.

Wilson Gets Shop.

“Mr. Wilson will carry the Rock
Island plow shops. Of a total of B7
ballots polled here 42 are for the pre-
sident and 22 for Mr. Hughes. Three
were cast for Mr. Benson, an increase
of three over the vote of Mr. Debs
of four years ago.

“But lhe Scandinavians of Moline
are going for Mr. Hughes just as
strong as their neighbors in Galva
and Cambridge. Of a total of 819
votes 83 are for Mr. Wilson, 208 for
Mr. Hughes and 28 for Mr. Benson.
This is a socialist gain of 14 over the
vote for Mr. Debs of four years ago.

“Saturday two Journal-Transecript
canvassers were in Galesburg polling
and railroad
men. Other canvassers were working
in Monmouth, Aledo, Alexis, and oth-
ers were headed for Wisconsin by way
of Sterling, Dixon, Freeport, Rockford
and to Beloit. Next week the Journal
will begin printing reports from Wis<
consin and Michigan in addition to Il-
linois and Iowa, and on Sunday, Sept.
24, will publish its first general tabu-
lation of the work of canvassers in
all sections of the nation.”

No wonder the headline writer got
excited and wrote as follows: %3-
REST IN LABOR SEEN IN CRISIS
—SEEM TO FAVOR BENSON.”

CAPITALISM DESTROYS HOME!

“According to the census figures of
1910 the total male population of the
country, twenty years old and over,
was about 28,000,000. Out of these
8,102,062 were single, 1,470,280
widowed, and 155,815 divorced. Out
of the 25,500,000 women over twenty
years old, 4,947,406 were single,
3,165,967 were widowed, and 181,418
divoreed.

“Thus, out of a total of 53,500,000
adult Americans 18,000,000 or more
than a third, were unmated. ‘This,’ ob-
serves Commissioner ittenhouse,
who was charged with investigating:
the alarming facts, ‘Is an unfortunate
and startling state of affairs. More-
over, from the ranks of the unmarried
comes humanity’s heaviest contribu-
tion to immorality and crime.’ - Yes,
especially when' aided by the economic
misery of millions of women.”—
Morris Hillquit in Debate with Ryan
—“Socialism: Promise or Menace.”

The common people have produced
the greatest tragedy of the ages—
the infinitely sorrowful tragedy of

ignorance.
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We Have Real Grievances Ag

In its issue of August 19th, The ‘American Socialist published
an article by Allan L. Benson, Socialist candidate -for president,
: Charles E. Hughes”. This article

cititled “Wall Street’s Handy Man
by Benson tore all the veneer off
c¢até, In the accompanying

Pearson’s Magazine, for October,

Grievances Against Mr. Wilson”, Benson shows why Wilson, equally
with Hughes, is the political instrument of the master class.
urticle shows how the Socialist attack on the democratic candidate
differs from the puny criticisms directed by the republican candidate
agaimst his old party opponent. When you have read\ this article
pass your paper on to some old party Henry Dubb.

him up. Here it is:

R.HUGHES finds fault with the
M President for trifling things.

Socialists have no patience
with such criticism. We are not par-
ticularly perturbed by the charge,
even if it be true, that Mr. Wilson re-
moved a scientist frem the Coast and
Geodetic Survey to appoint a horse
doctor. The fact that a son of the late
“Battery Dan” was appointed to a
place in the New York Custem House
does not, in our opinion, vise to the
height of a great national issue. We
bhrush these things aside. We confront
Mr. Wilson with more important mat-
ters. We declare that the prosperity
of which he boasts is a temporary
prosperity. We assert that, under the
gadfly stings of Republicans, he has
foisted upon this country a degree of
nilitarism that is unparalleled thru-
out the world.

We make no empty charges—we
present proofs. We accuse Mr. Wilson
of breaking the world’s record for
militarism. We base this statement
upon the fact that never before in the
world’s history did a nation at peace
make such enormous appropriations
for military purposes as Mr. Wilson
in August, of this year, forced thru
the Congress of the United States.
We Americans have feelingly
denounced the militarism of Germany,
but under Mr. Wilson we have “out-
kaisered” the Kaiser,

PROOFS OF THE CHARGE.

FIRST, Mr. Wilson told us we
should rot increase our appropriations
hecause of the European war. Then
the Republican gadflies got after him
and he endorsed a naval bill calling
for 72 new ships, which the House
passed. Then the Senate amended the
House bill, increasing the number of
new ships to 167 ‘and Mr. Wilson
forced the amendment thru thie House.
Qur military appropriations for next!
vear will therefore Le far and away
ereater than any nation ever before
made {or a single year in time of
peace. When the nations of Europe
were pulling themselves together for
the great struggle that is now on,
they made no such appropriations as
Mr. Wilson has forced upon us.

Here are the proofs of this charge.
In the following table are the army
~nd navy appropriations of the chief
nations now at war for the year
that ended June 30, 1914. Every figure
js official. The army figures may be
found in the World Almanacs of
1914-15. The Austro-Hungarian naval
figures are also from the World
Almanac, and, like all World Almanac
figures, are official. The naval figures
of the other nations are from the last
number of the United States Navy
Yearbook.

Aimy and Navy Appropriations of the chiel
belligerent nations for the year before the war,

Army Navy Total
Great RBritain
$224,300,000 $237,630,459 $461,830,4569
Germany
183,090,000 112,091,125 295,181,126
Irance
191,431,680 90,164,626 261,696,205
Russia
817,800,000 117,608,657 435,308,657
Austro-Hungary
82,300,000 42,000,200 124,300,000
Italy
82,928,000 49,650,147 132,478,147
Japan
49,000,000 48,105,162 9,105,152
The Wilson Military Appropriations for 1917

Tnited States

$346,418,000 $315,000,000 $661,418,000

Tt is upon the basis of the fore-
going figures that Socialists charge
Mr. Wilson with foisting militarism
upon the country. We do not accept
his explanation that militarism is not
alone a matter of dollars, but a2 matter
of spirit, and that the spirit of mil-
itarism is not here. We know it is not
among the people. What proof have
we that it is not harbored by a power-
ful few.

PLUTES WONT CONFESS.

WE HAVE long accused Germany
of fostering militarism. Did anybody
in Germany ever admit the charge?
Did anybody in Germany evcr confess
that he favored militarism, meaning
thereby the evil things that we lump
under that word? Are we {o close
our eyes to facts until somebody in
authority in this coutnry confesses
{that he is in favor of militarism? Is
it likely that Mr. Rockefeller will ever
confess? Or Mr. Morgan? Or Mr.
Schwab? Or Mr. Guggenheim? Or
Mr. Hughes?

But what need of a confession when
the facts are before us? Are we so

article,

simple that we cannot reason? What
do these enormous apprepriations:
mean? Are we compelled to believe;
the absuvrd story. concected for the;
consumption of the common people,l
that we are 1 danger of attack from
Germany? Must we be blinl to the
fact that American capitalists have
seized much of the world’s trade and
hope to hold it? Is it npt plain that
Europe, after the war, will try to re-
gain the foreign trade that she lost
as a result of the war? Can we doubt
that, in their determination not to
relinquish this trade, American cap-:
italists will face a struggle? Are they
not aware that while this struggle
mav be. fivst. legislative, next diplo-
matic, thut ultimately they will have
ta resort to physical force to win?
What else did Mr. Hughes mean when
he said, the day he was nominated,
that a crisis confronted the country?
What else did Mr. Wilson mean when,
after having opposed increased mili-
tary expenditures, he afterward ad-
vocated the zreatest military expendi-
tures that the world, in time of peace,
ever saw? Mr. Wilson can hardly be
more afraid ¢f Europe weak than he
was of Europe strong. When Xurope
was strong, lie said he was not at all
afraid of her.
STRUGGLE FOR TRADE.

WHAT Mr. Wilson sees, what Mr.
Hughes sees, what every great Amer-
iean capitalist sees, is a coming

the republican presidential candi-
which first appeared . in
and which is entitled “Real

This

It will wake

struggle with Europe for the posses-
sion of her lost trade.” American cap~|
italists do not intend to give it up.
They are making enormous. prepara-
tions not only to hold it but to extend
it. American chipyards are now turn-
ing out more merchant ships than are
all the other shipyards in the world.
These ships are not for foreigners—
they are for Americans. They are far
more significant than all of Mr,
Hughes’ speeches. They are far more
significant than all of Mr. Wilson’s
speeches. They reveal the world-plans
of American capitalists. They point
to the real reason why American cap-
italists have determined that America
shall have a great navy.

We Socialists flatly challenge the
contention that it is wise to enter into
such a struggle to hold trade and get
more. If what Mr, Wilson has done
at the hehest of American capitalists
is wise the European War is also wise.
The European War is a trade war. It
was produced by approximately the
same forces that American capitalists,
thru their politicians in both of the
old parties, have let loose upon Amer-
ica. If it was unwise to create the
European War, it is equally unwise

to invite such a war to ths United! |

States.

SOCIALISTS WASTE NO TIME.
WE SOCIALISTS bring these
charges against Mr. Wilson. We waste
no time, as does Mr. Hughes, in pla-
titudinously arguing that ambassa-

dors and consuls should be seclected
solely upon a basis of fithess. We'
charge that Mr. Wilson is doing to;
the United States a certain thing that|
the Kaiser is accused of having done,
to Germany. The Kaiser is accused¥
of having Joaded Germany with,
armaments. We accuse President Wil-|
son of having used his great power;
to impose upon us sach financial
burdens for militarism' as the Kaiser
never, in time of peace, imposed upon
Germany. We do not charge that Mr.
Wilson is consciously inviting war.
We believe he hopes to keep the peace.
So did the Kaiser hope to keep the
peace. So did all the German Junkers
hope to keep the peace as did also the
great capitalists of England. But it
is worth mentioning that each and all
of these gentlemen hoped to keep the
peace on their own terms. They did
not intend to surrender in the event
that their terms were deniad. Back
of their heads was always the inten-
tion, if all other means failed, to
fight.

Such an intention must be back of
every great military establishment.
Hundreds of millions are not annually
put into arms for nothing. The armies
and navics of Europe are doing pre-
cisely what they were intended to do.
They are fighting for the things that
bring foreign trade. They are not
fighting because Europeans are mon-
sters, but because some of them are
cr.pitalists. As capitalists, they are
nuot different or worse than American
capitalists. Capitalists are capitalists
wherever found. If it were true that
one national group of capitalists was
less ravenous than another national
group, it would not be true that Amer-
ican capitalists are of the gentle sort.
American capitalists are as rapacious,
selfish and cruel as are any similar
body of men anywhere in the world.
They do not, like the Kaiser, talk of
divine rights, but they talk of pro-
perty rights. They do not say that
property rights are divine, but they
act as if they were. They demand
that humble American citizens shall
imperil and, if necessary, lose their
lives to maintain the foreign property
rights of rich Americans. They are
the sort of men who brought war to
Europe and they are now doing in
this country the same things that
brought war to Europe.

Plain as a pikestaff, then, is the
fact that we are to be taxed next year
more than six hundred miliions of
dollars as the first step toward equip-
ping ourselves to go to war, if need
be,- to hold the foreign trade that
Europe lost and, if possible, get more.
At every table we have stationed n
more rapacious military tax-gatherer
than ever in time of peace held up a
European. The head of every family
of five will next year be compelled to
pay about $33 as his share of the
$661.000,000 that we must raise in
1917 for the army and navy. The
substance of the maitter is the same
even if all the millions be not taxed
out of the people next year. If part
of this great sum be added to the na-
tion’s bonded indebtedness. so much
the worse. Then not alone ths present
generation hut the unborn will  be
plucked.

In short, we charge Mr. Wilson
with having cone what he could to put
the United States in the middle of the
road that led to the catastrophe in
Europe. This country, under its pre-
sent military policy, can never be
what it was of old. We shall, perhaps,
realize better than we ever did be-
fore why millions of European citizens
fled from their homes to come here.
We have always heard that Europe’s
militarism made it hard to live in
Europe, but we shall know more about
it. We shall know precisely how it
feels to be more heavily taxed for
military purposes than any nation in
time of veace was ever before taxed.
We shall know next year what it
means to be compelled first to earn
and then give up for military purposes
a sum cguivalent to the value of two-
thirds of the wheat crop, or the
earnings for a year of more than a
hundred thousand average men. We
shall know that this sum is stagger-
ing—$661,000,000—more than the
entire revenues of the government for
any year prior to 1911

By ALLAN L. BENSON, SOCIALIST CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT
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Either one of these is

gecod enough for him but not for a Socialist.

Are you a Socialist?

MAY ACCEPT EVIL.

YET THE tendency of many men
will be to accept these evils on the
ground that life is a struggle, that
we must have work in order to live
and that we must have foreign trade
in order to have plenty of work. We
Socialists take exception to such rea-
soning. We know that foreign trade
creates a demand at home for labor.
We assert that nobody desires an op-
portunity to labor -except as a means
to an end. The end is the consumption
of the things that labor produces.

If such be the fact—and the con-
trary can hardly be contended—why
should we seek forecign trade? Why
should we desire to export as much
as we can of what we produce? When
I say “we” I do not mean Mr. Rocke-
feller and Mr. Morgan. I know why
they wish to export as much as they
can of what others have produced.
But why should the people of the
United States want to export what
they produce? Producers cannot con-
sume anything that they expcrt. The
greal problem of this country is not
how to enable the people to produce
more, but how to enable them to con-
sume more of what they produce. We
can and do casily raise enough food
to meet the needs of everybody, yet
for the zreat mass of the pecple the
struggle for existence is severe. It
is a severe struggle because the pro-
ducers are kept down to a bare living
basis, while a few who do no pro-
ductive labor have enormous incomes.

We Socialists are for better distri-
bution at home, rather thaa for in-
creased foreign trade, gained and held.
perhaps, at the cost of war.

So long as we persist in the poliey
of trying to hold and gain trade by
force we shall never have a friend
among the preat industrial rations.
As the competition between them and
us for trade becomes fiercer, the
hatred will become more intcnse. We
shall never be safe from atiack. We
may vile dreadnought upon dread-
nought, but we shall not be safe.
Rather shall we be less safe the more
dreadnoughts we build, Our danger
will increase, because our trade rivals
will build a dreadnought for every
ong we build. Gradually a feeling that
war is inevitable will permeate all of
the peoples zoncerned. Then the blow
will soon fall.

And Awmerica will be defeated. It
will be defeated because we cannot
arm so mightily that we can whip the
world. We are the richest nation in
the world, but we are not richer

than all the other nations in the world.
A combination of trade rivals can be
made that can master us in war. If
we invite such a combination, it will
be made. If we attempt to hold a large
part of the world’s trade by force we
shall invite disaster.

CAPITALISTS WOULD RISK WAR.

WE HAVE but to consider Europe’s
recent history and present plight to
see this. The great capitalists see it.
Their fault iies in the fact that they
would rather risk war than abandon
the system of production that makes
them rich. When present profit can be
had at the price of future peril, they
choose the profit. The peril may
five years away, ten years away, or
fifteen vears away. They will take
their chances, They will hope for the
best. But the best never comes to
those nations that persistently hold
to the wrong course.

We Socialists believe that this na-
tion’s course is now farther from
right than ever before. We swing the
red lantern. We cannot reverse the
policy of the government. We do not
even know that the people would have
the policy of the government reversed.
But we believe we know ‘what will
take place if present policies be
pursued—and we sound the alarim.
We cannot give the people ecars, but
we can give them sométhing im-
portant for their ears to hear.

We fervently hope that they will
heed the warning. Europe did not
heed the warning of its Socialists.
Europe believed the Socialists were
“theorists.” They were and are. Their
theories are of importance only be-
cause they are true. Americans, if
they will, can profit from the Euro-
pean demonstration of the correctness
of the Socialist thecory that trade
rivalry, with its inevitable militarism,
breeds war. If Europeans had believed
that, and. acted . upon the belief,
Europe would not now be lying upon
a bed of pain. Americans should fiot
have so much difficulty in believing
what Europeans disputed. Furopeans
had not seen the theory demonstrated.
Americans are seeing it demonstrated
in Burope. )

PLAN COMPULSORY SFRVICE.

SOCIALISTSY ‘confront Mr. Wilson
with the charge that the unparalleled
appropriations for the army and the
navy are not the only signs that this
nation is peing turned toward militar-
ism. One of the ingredients of milita-
ism is compulsory military service.
Former Secrectary of War Garrison

F
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Fred D. Warren, now on

Operative Colonist, is speaking thruout the United States to large
audiences in behalf of the Nevada Colony. In a recent avticle he

writes:

.“A few days after I returned from Europe in 1914, the great
war broke out, and the fact that Secialists, syndicalists, anarchists,
reformers and radicals alike had been forced to join the armies
and were fighting just like Republicans, Democrats, Conservatives,
Catholics and Protestants, discouraged me so much that I resigned
the editorship of the “Appeal to Reason,” as I believed that the
Socialists and other radicals of this country would be compelled
to do just as they are doing in Europe.

“It was while I was in this frame of mind,
C. V. Eggleston, of Fallon, Nevada, came to Girard, and asked me
to visit the Nevada Colony Corporationprojectin the wonderfully
fertile Lahonton Valley. I saw in this enterprise, from a distance,
little hope of success. However, since I have spent more than a
month in Nevada with the practical hard-headed farmers and
mechanics of this district who have formed this corporation,
modeled along exactly the same lines as any capitalist corporation,
I honestly believe that it will make a tremendous success, and
when it does it will prove a haven of refuge for many of those on
the outside, because this valley alone will support a population of
100,000 people. I am frank to say that this project gives me more
hope and encouragement than anything that has come under my
observation since the war mania swept the world. So much 5o
that I have decided to cast my lot with the colonists of Nevada.”

Write for Sample Copy of

Fallon, Nevada.

FOR MANY YEARS THE FAMOUS EDITOR OF THE APPEAL
TO REASON JOINS THE NEVADA GOLONY CORPORATION

the Editorial Staff of The Co-

that Comrade

The Go-Operative GColonist.

boldly wroclaimed his belief in com-
pulsory service. Others who helieve
the same are not so bold. They do in
the dark what Mr. Garrison would do,
if he could, in the daylight. Gentlemen
of this sort have been working in the
dark. MHow miany Americans know
that a provision was smuggled into
the Hay-Chamberlain Army bill which
gives the President power, without
further legislative enactment, to draft
men into the American army? The
provision exists, The bill has become
law. It was cigned by the President
on June 8rd. The draft provision is in
what is known as Section 79 of the

be!law. It was notl there when the bill

first passed the Hcuse of Representa-
tives. It was there when the measure
became law. Many members of Con-
gress said they did not know it was
in the bill when they voted for it.

Here is the history of the case. The
bill, as originally passed by the House,
provided that whenever battalions of
the National Guard army should be
sent on service, reserve battalions
should be immediately formed to take
their places. The President was
authorized to call enough members of
the unorganized militia to fill the
ranks.

Let us first understand what is “un-
organized militia,” within the mean-
ing of the law. It is a soft term to
indicate men of military age who
are in good health. Every such man is
potentiaily a militiaman and a mem-
ber of the *“unorganized militia.”

The bill, in this form, went to the
House and was passed. The BSenate
amended the bill and passed it. It
was then necessary to send the bill
back to the House to consider the
Senate amendments. The Iouse re-
jected them, The Senate insisted. Then
a conference cummittee of seven mem-
bers was appointed to harmonize the
differences. The conference committee
was compnsed of Senators Chamber-
lain of Oregon, Beckham of Yentucky.
Broussard of Louisiana, Du Pont of
Delaware, and Representatives Hay
of Virginia, Dent of Alabaraa, and
Kahn of California.

When the bill came from the con-
ference committee and was passed by
both houses snd signed by the Presi-
dent, it provided not that the Presi-
dent should “call” members of the “un-
organized militia,” but that he should
“draft” them! The word “call” had
been changed to “draft.” Nobody
would admit that he made iv. Many
members of each house denied that
they knew the change had been made.
But the change had been made. It
stands in the law today. The power
to draft may never be used. Whether
it shall cver be used probably will
depend upon the temper of the coun-
try. If we develop sheepish tenden-
cies, it will undoubtedly be used. If
we vote in such a manner as to in-
dicate to certain gentlemen in Wall
Street and Washington that we are
not fond of conscription, doubtless we
shall be safe. But it is our move. A
law authorizing conscription exists.
Woodrow Wilson signed it. Mr.
Hughes does not find fault with, the
President for this, but we find fault
with him for it. We object. And we
are not sheep!

HITS NEW YORK LAWS.

STILL ANOTHER count lies in
our indictment, not only of Mr. Wil-
son, but of hoth political parties re-
presenting the great capitalists of
‘America. The New York legislature
last spring in its last hours, enacted
measures under which the governor
of the state can at any time arbitrarily
draft into the national guard any.and
every male ritizen of the state be-
tween the ages of 18 and 45 years.
Under a federal law enacted last
summer, the President can at any
time draft into the natjonal crmy any
and every member of the militia of
a state, so a New York citizen can
at any time be grabbed by the gov-
ernor, and having been grabbed by the
governor can at any time be grabbed
by the President and thrust into the
national army.

The New York legislature, in the
same dark-lantern hour, did more, It
enacted laws providing that children
more than eight years of age should
be given at least twenty minutes of

.ers have this $41,000,000,000 of

Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cefits.

training each day

in the public|

ainst Wilson

WE SOCIALISTS have no difficulty

schools under the directions of the; in finding serious charges to bring

state military commission, the head of
which is the major &eneral of the
state’s national guard, and that boys
more than 16 years of age, if not at
work, shall receive each weck, under
the same auspices, three hours of
such iraining.

‘hese laws were enacted Ly a Re-
publican legislature and apﬁroved by
a Republican gevernor; They were
never favored in the platform of
either the Republican or the Dem:
ocratic party, and if they had been o
favored, no candidate for governor
who favored them could haye been
elected. They were. passed in the dark
—but they were passed. They are :.
part of the public law of the state
of New Vork. And they are fraught
with evil portent. If the grcat capi-
talists dare to do so, they will cause
the legislatures of other states to
enact similar laws., Gradually the
people will become accustomed to the
idea of compulsory military service,
or they will revolt at the suggestion
that it be imposed upon them and,
with their votes, punish those who are
trying to foist it upon them.

We Socialists confront Mr. Wilson
with the charge that he has never
raised his voice against the New York
military laws. They were in existence
when he drafted the Nationa! Dem-
ocratic platform. If he had chosen to
do so, he could have denounced the
New York laws as a grave invasion
or the rights of the peo‘?le. But how
could he denounce them? Within tne
month he had signed a similar bill
himself. So he put nothing in the
platform of his party against the New
York laws. Neither did the makers of
the Republican platform. Nor has Mr.
Hughes ever said a word abcut the
military laws of New York. Which
explains in part why Socialists are
against not merely Mr. Wilson, but
Mr. Hughes and the two parties for
which they, respectively, stand.

We pick to the bones the substance
of Mr. Wilson’s boasted prosperity
and hold it forth as the sham it is.
We do not deny that more persons
are at work than there usually are.
We know wayes are higher than ever.
We also know the cost of living is
still higher. We know that for the bulk
of the people such prosperily as we
have means merely a better oppor-
tunity to work for. a bare living.

Such prosperity does not satisfy us.
We cannot be content when we know
therc is real prosperity for a few who
are entitled to none. Yet it is all Mr.
Wilson and his party. offer. In their
wildest dreams they never dared to
promise the people more than plenty
of opportunity to work at such wages
as they could get. That opportunity
is here. Mr Wilson’s political program
did not bring it. The great European
war orders started it, precisely as a
pail of water will start a pump that
“runs down.”, Mr. Wilson knows no
more about bringing prosperity than
does Mr. Taft. For four years Mr.
Taft tried to bring prosperity and
couldn’t. Mr. Wilson tried two years
and couldn’t. Then came the European
War and did for the country what Mr.
Wilson could not do.

PROFITS TO THE IEW.

MR. WILSON’S party boasts that
the average profits of the railroads
last year were $4,100 a mile. We
brush this aside as proof of prosperity
by calling attention to the fact that
these profits all went to the stock-
holders, numbering a little more than
660,000 persons and constituting six-
tenths of one per cent of the popula-
tion. We are about as much interested
in the good fortune that has come to
this six-tenths of one per cent of the
population as we are in the discovery
by Mr. Hughes that Mr. Wilson ap-
pointed a horse doctor Chief of the
Coast and Geodetic Survey.

The Democratic Campaign book
contains the boast that the national
wealth has increased, since Mr. Wil-
son’s inauguration, 21 per cent, or to
the extent .of about $41,000,000,000.
We know the working class of Amer-
ica produced this wealth, but we ask
who has it? What sign is there that
working men and women are not still
toiling hard for a bare living? What
city has got rid of its slums,—or even
made its slums less horrible? In what
cits are the children of all ithe work-
ers free to go to school? Why is it
still true that but five per cent of
thopp who cnter the primary grades
ever go to high school? If the work-
in-
creased wealth, where are they keep-
ine it? If others have it, how did they
get it?

Mr, Wilson’s administration rejoices
over the fact that the exports of food-
stuffs last year amounted almost to
$600,000,000, or 140 per cent more
than the exports during the last year
of Mr. Taft’s administration. Our
sympathetic grocers and meat dealers
tell us that food prices are high and
going higher because we have ex-
ported and are still exporting so much
food to Europe. Why. .except for the
profit of a few, should we make food
»tmost prohibitively high in America?
Why should we export what we need?
If we are to export, why should the
government permit speculators to get
most of the money? Why should the
high price of wheat last year, for
instance, have been permitted to net
the average farmer only $12 more
than his usual return while wheat
gamblers made millicnsuponmillions?
Is therc any reason except thiat the
Democratic party is a capitalist par-
ty, and as such is 'nore interested in
capitalists than it is in workers? If
not, why are workers compelled to
pay high food prices because of a
scarcity of food in America, due to
unparalleled exportations?

against Mr. Wilson and his party. We
are not amazed, however, that Mr.
Hughes, as a rival candidate, is re-
duced to the role of a peannt politi-
cian. The blunt truth is that Mr,
Wilson has so far yielded to the de-
mands of the great capitalists that
he is doing, as to many matters, pre-
cisely what Mr. Hughes, if he were
Pregident, would be compelled to do.

r. Wilson is by no means in bad
odor in Wall street. Hughes is pre-
ferred only because there is absolutely
no doubt that he wiil stand without
hitching. Mr. Wilson has sometimes
kicked over the traces about Mexico.
But if Mr. Hughes, by. his puerile
criticism of Mr. Wilson, continues-to
proclaim the fact that he has nothing
to offer the people, nobody need be
surprised if Wall Street shall put its
money on Wilson and elect him. Wall
Street has prospersd mightily under

Wilson. :

Mr. Wilson’s crowning claim to pre-
ferment—that he has *‘kept America
out of war’—we view with both
amazement and mirth., If there had
been any danger that we should be
drawn into the European war whether
we would or no, and Mr. Wilson had
kept us at peace, he would have been
entitled to great credit. But in escap-
ing war, notwithstanding the fact that
he stood for the right of Americans
to.travel even upon ammunition ships,
we credit the President with more
good luck than good judginent. As a
matter of fact, Mr. Wilson kept us
balancing upon the brink of war for
a full year. His own party in the
House of Representatives, if it had
had the courage, would have repudiat-
ed the most dangerous parts af his
forcign policy.

PLATFORM OF NO VALUE.

. MR. WILSON, like every other Pré-
sident, has tried to serve his country
as he sees it. He would be a great
President were it not for the fact
that he stands for no political pro-
gram that is of the slighiest value
to the bulk of the population. With
more than the average political fideli-
ty, he stood by while most of his plat-
form promises of 1912 were enacted
into law. How worthless were these
policies is indicated by their failure
to have the slightest effect upon hard
times until the war in Europe brought
us good times. Yet Mr. Wilson’s ful-
filled promises are all he has to offer,
and the fierce struggle for existence,
as we experience it day by day, is
Mr. Wilson’s idea of what canrstitutes
full and glorious life for men and
women who toil hard at useful labor
and are half-paid. :

It is because we Socialists have
distinctly different views as to what
constitutes a just reward for labor
that we criticize the President, not as
Mr. Hughes does, but honestly and
vigorously and with regard to mat-
ters that we believe to be of the great-
est moment.
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Last Chance to Get a Soc-
ialist Library Below Gost.

For t(he next thirty days we offer a thirty-
volume library of standard books on Socislism,
cloth bound, with a uhare of stock in_ wur
publishing house, for $14.25 cash or $5.00
cash and $1.00 a month for ten months,
We pay expressage. Full particulars and
illustrated catalog free. Send 10c for “How
the Farmer Can Get His”’, by Mary Marcy,
the best new boock for the compaign of 1916.
With it we will give you a late number eof
the International 3Socialist Review, the best
and biggest .of ocialist magazines. Address

CHARLES H. KERR & CO..
347 EAST OHIO S3TREET, CHICAGO, ILL.
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BECOME A PHYSICIAN

MEDICINE, SURGERY, BACTERIOLOGY,
PUBLIC HEALTH, CHEMISTRY AND AL.
LIED SCIENCES offer the greatest upportuni-
ties to ambitious men and women.

The CHICAGO HOSPITAL COLLEGE OF
MEDICINE, iocated in the greatust mediual
center of the world with faculty, facilities
and equipment unsurpassed, offerz a recognizad
four or five year course leading to the degrve
of DOCTOR OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY.

For ratalog, nddress, )
SECRETARY, 3634 Rhodes Ave., Chicago, 1.

ATTENTION COMRADES!

2,300,000 acres of Southern .Pacific Railroad
grant lands in Western Oregon, have by sn
net of Congress been restored into the Publie
Domain, and will he opened for settlement
as soon as classiiied. If you want a list of
numbers, honest information, detailed des-
cription of location of lands, and a chance
to gzet a home rend 81.00 fees to Louis M.
Bergold, Riddle, Douglas County, Oregen.
-NOTE.—-Comrades, act now, for this will
be your last chance to get a home in a good

country.
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is easily grown, clears

G‘NSENGw’per rquare rod. Book Free 8100

WRITE TODAY. T. J. STOUT, A 242,
Edinburg, Indiana.

LAIN TALK. Sex Books Particulars Free.
Liberty Co. Sta D Box 4 B. Cleveland, O.

LHEbriffentfum und Dociafismus”

(Christianity and Socialism.)
. This 20-page German pamflet, of which the second edition has just been published,

brings the truth ahbout Socialism in & nutshell and with a Christian spirit.

It shows how

only international Socialism can in our age make Christianity in reality practicable, by
abolishing capitalism and militarism, the twin monsters of the age. Prof. Rauschenbusch says
of this pamflet: “Every German Christian in the land should read it.”

All who found the first edition so valuable for propaganda, should get this revised
and enlaged edition for distribution. Much valuable material and the latest gtatistics have

beun_adfed.

Sxice bc u piece, 30c a dozen, or $1.50 & hundred.

J. G. EVERT, BOX B, HILLSBORO, KANS,
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MAKE EVERY SOCIALIST!
YOTER AN AMERICAN
SOCIALIST READER

GOING UP!
Another jump in the subscription
list of The American Socialist puts
the number of our subscribers this

" '56,711

An extraordinary effort this week
will push it right over the 60,000
mark. We can de it casily.

Big forces are now at work push-
ing up the subscription list. Many of
the Benson and Kirkpatrick speaking
dates have been taken on a sub-
scription  basis. Every man and
woman hearing Benson or Kirk-
patrick continues receiving his edu-
cation in Socialism for six months
after the meeting from The Amer.
ican Socialist. )
. Then the comrades are sending in
15 week and 10 week subs. They in-
tend that The American Socialist
shall be read after election as well
as before clection.

Big lists of names are now coming
in every day on our final cumpaign
offer—The American Socialist for five
weeks for five cents. All of these five
week subs will be started with the
issue of Saturday, Oct. 7. This will
be the first of five issues, the last one
dated Saturday, Nov. 4, the Saturday
before election iday.

You have only a few days left to
get .these five week subs to the office
of The American Socialist, 803 W.
Madison St., Chicago.

ROLL OF HONOR

Walter M. Cook, Georgia ntate orgsnizer,
sends in 14 five week subs taken at 8 utreet
meeting at Columbus, Ga. He writer: “The
sentiment for Socialism n Georgia Is pood.
The membership is growing. The American
Socialist is our favorite whether we are doing
much nub selling or not. I believe this lst
will come out as members.”

Comrade R. L. Goodwin nends in the names
of 20 Dubbs at Fort Pierce, Fla. He !s going
to wake them up with live week rubs. -

One of our big lists of five week subs comes
from Comrade 1. B. Avery, of Alderson, Pa.
He mends $15 to pay Zor 300 names. There’ll
bc something doing for Socialism in Alderson.

Three good looking lists come from Min-
nesota. One is irom Comrade O. M. Aarseth,
of Echo, containing 100 names, thc necond
from: C Fred Dahlberg, of Sandst
containing . 40 names, and the third from
Comrade F. M. Malzahn, of Bemidji, also
containing 40 names.

“l am glad to see that our paper has a
cartoon in each iusue”, writes Comrade F. W,
Henvis, of Richinond, Va. “Pictures talk to
every! and a good, hard hitting cartoon
goes n long way”.

“This is what the comrades of Local Cam-
den have done for the gord of the campaign”,
writes Comrade Leroy S. Alley, of Camden,
Maine, as he sends in 81 ten week subs, two
forty week subs and one yearly subscription
to The American Socialist. ’

Comrade V. M. Reynolds, chairman of the
Alabama state committee, sends in 100 ten
wesk tubs from Fairhope, Ala.

Fifty of those ten week subs come [rom
Comrade J. W. Adams, of Waverly, New
York. .

One of our biggest lists comcs from Col-
linsvjlle, IIl. It 18 for 205 ten week cubs.

AMERICA FIRST.

- Government statistics show that
the. trusts and corporations are first
and that the people are last.

. That 90 per cent of men are flat
broke at 60 years of age, living day
by day, or supported by their child-
ren.

THhat 95 per cent of business men do

not make a success in life.
. Forty-five capitalists reccive over

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, SERTEMBER 30. 1916
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Do you cxpect to win victories
by standing around with your
haan- in your pockets doing
nothing but grumble at those wha
do work?

There are 4,500 locals of the
Socialist Party in the United
States i{hat haven’t ordered a
single Benson leaflet yet.

Get' into the last five weeks
drive. Send in your order Lefore
Sept. 27.

The real patriot wants to live for

SHERBET SCOFFMAN’S PAGE :
WEALTH WITHIN YOUR REACH—GRASP IT!

By WILLIS ANDREWS.

Aeonz were consumed in building the pyramids. "Hundredd cf years
were required to teach Solomon wisdom.

All that is changed now. Skyscrapers are reared in a day and
toddling iniants now tutor pged parents. .

Stock jobbing and robbing create fortunes in the twinkling of an eye.

-Doers and hewers are back numbers, Get wealth by stealth. Cinch
the goods now—never mind how.

Workers dawdle their t'me away making, instead of taking. Only
the clod continucs to plod. i '

Socialists give promise to the man who works, instéad of rewarding
the man who shirks.

But that would rob p utes of perpetual rest, and take from their
lives all color and zest.

None but the bold ever get the gold. The meek but seldom seek.

Waiting for the morrow will only bring you sorrow.

Corner the soil, and cease.your toil.

Croesus looked like & men in the bread line compared with Astor, .
who bought Manhattan for a muskrat skin. There are plenty more
muskrats in the swamps of Jersey; catch ‘em, and buy sites of future
great cities, . )

If this you simply will rot do, the future you shall surely rue.

By Their. Fruits Ye Shall Know Them

- By JOHN M. WORK.
HEY say that we Socialists intrude our views upon other people.
I Well, maybe we do sometimes. But we just can’t help it. We know
we are right, and we know the other fellow is asleep, so we feel it to
be our duty to wake him up and put him on the right track.
When the stolid lover, Christian, in Cyrano de Bergerac, proposed to
Roxanna, he merely blurted out, “I love you!”

The girl waited patiently for the rest, but when it did not come she’

tapped her dainty foot impationtly and said, “Yes, that’s the theme, but-—
embroider it!” :

A passionate lover does not need to be told to embroider it. He can’t
help doing so. I. is only, the cold half-hearted lover who has to be told.
.. _The Socialist is passionately in love with Socialism. He cannot help
trying to spread the truth. He is so full of it that if it did not find some
outlet he would surely explode. ) . .

- When you find a Socialist who never says anything about Socialism,

takes little interest in the movement, seldom attends a meeting, and rarely
takes a hand in the propaganda work, you can be sure that he is not much
of a Socialist. i

He is like the stolid half-hearted lover in the play.

$1,000,000 per year. ' per cent of the wealth of the United
The average worker in the United | States.

States lacks $200 per-year of getting| 10,697,805 families pay rent for a

enough wages to live decently and in|place to live in the United States. -

good health. ] 3,000,000 families in the United
Two per cent of the United States|States have their homes mortgaged.

own 60 per cent of the wealth of| More than half of the American

America. R farmers are renters.

States every year because their fath-
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CANPAIGY

make the reade

1,000; and in lots of 5,000 or more
1. THE SOCIALIST PARTY

official cdition.

WE WANT”—tells you what we

unionist can dodge—ought to be
the United States.

1,000 in lots of 5,000 or more.

BL

803 W. MADISON

Up to date, live stuff that will

ed especially for this campaign

and sure to make votes this

fall and socialists for future
campaigns.

"PRICES :—All four page leaflets are 20 cents per 100; $1.50 per

and officially adopted by general referendum vote of the membership.
—4 pages.—should be distributed by the millions.

‘2. By Geo. R. Kirkpatrick,—“WHAT WE HAVE AND WHAT

and se vigorously that it makes you mad clear thru—then tells you
just as clearly and definitely what we Socialists want—one of the
best brief presentations of our ideas ever written.

3. By James H. Maurer,—“A HEART TO HEART TALK WITH
UNION MEN”-—a straight appeal to union labor by the President
of the Pennsylvania State Federation—an argument that no trades

4. By John M. Work,—“THE GOLD BRICK TWINS”—shows
up the two old parties—rips all the fuzzy splinters off: their plat-
forms and shows there is no difference between them—bhoth trying
to put over a gold brick on the people. Just the thing to hand to the
man that has just been jarred loose.

5. By A. M. Simons,—“AMERICA DECIDES THIS YEAR”-.
a smashing blow at Militarism and War—literally on fire with the
denunciation of capitalism for its murderous war policie
the Socialist Party and its program the only way to peate.

6. By John M. Work,—“A HORSE POWER SYSTEM”—A farmer
leaflet. Puts Socialism into the farmers native tongue so he can -
understand it. Just the thing to distribute in agricultural districts.

7. By Anna Agnes Maley,—“YOU WOMEN
A two-page leaflet designed cspecially for 'ise in campaigns where
women vote. Good anywhere. Special price;—75¢ per 1,000; 65¢ per

PREPARED.
Select Your Leaflets NOW Before The Final
Rush Begins And The Supply Is Gone,

Socialist Party

10,000 children die in the United
" o ers do not receive enough wages to
v _ properly feed and cloth them.
One in every eleven persons that die
‘ , \ in New .York City is buried in the
potters’ field or turned over to physi-
: cians for dissection.

The U. S. Commission on Industrial
Relations recornmends “That the pri-
vate ownership of public utilities be
abolished.”

VOTE FOR SOCIALISM.

rs think. Print-

By Max 8. Hayes.

T IS all guess work in trying to,

reach a safe conclusion 1esvect-|

ing the granting of an eight-hour
day to the railway employes.

It is true Congress éndacted a law
granting eight hours to railway work-
ers, but the legal departmenis of the
various railroads are already engaged
in mapping out plans to; test the con-
stitutionality of the nkw law and it
may-take a long time before the issue
is finally -settled. *

It is not only improbable that the
corporations will institute cight-hour
shifts on Dec. 1, but it is unlikely that
they will even grant 10 hours’ pay for
eight hours’ work on that date, as
provided in the Adamson law.

We hold to our original view that
when the railway employes withdrew
the penalty elause for overtime work,
at the behest of President Wilson and
influential members of Congress, the
brotherhood officials struck a vital
blow at their own cause.,

Experience proves that an eight-
héur day becomes farcical where an
excess of 50 per cent is not exacted
for time worked over eight hours.
Such has been the result in manufac-
turing plants and the violation of the
eight-hour principle will be still more
glaring in railroading.

It looks as tho the railwaymen have
been whipsawed again by legal
‘sharps and politicians who try to
carry water on'both shoulders.

. We hope we are wrong, but facts
are pretty stubborn things.
- X% * »

THE BRITISH Trade Union Con-
gress just held was the most impor-
tant labor gathering that ever as-
sembled in the -history of the nation.
The convention re-affirmed the prin-
ciple of the eight-hour day in all
trades, with a minimum adult wage
of $7.50 a week, recognition of the

EVERY LIBRARY SHOULD CONTAIN
SUGGESTIONS for a
PERMANENT PEACE

.By a Swiss officer. Perfectly neutral.
PART ONE: :

Why have we the European twar?

Why did the Teutons march to Belgium?

Why. did England join the contest?

Who was the winner st the end of 19167

How

PART TWO:
can war be waged more effectively,
without the use of arms? .
How can_Militarism and Navglism be sup-
pressed? .
How can the imap of Furope be readjusted?
How can the yigantic war loans and a war
indemnity be inet without drawing on any

man’s purse? .
—_—

Friends of Peace, Arouse! ’'Give your help!
Address the nuthor,

HANS . OBERHANSLI
3458 Elaine Place, Chicago.

unions by the employers, and pay-
ment of unemployed men and women
by the State. The congress instructed
its Parliamentary committee to pre-
pare a manifesto showing that recon-
struction after the war depends on
education, abolition of sweatshop con-
ditions, demolition of unsanitary
areas, and abolition of all monopolies.
The congress adopted a resolution in
favor of a Minister of Labor with
power to control and organize the
health of workers. housing, agricul-
ture and food sunplies, along with na-
tional control of land, Stat: owner-
ship of railways, waterways, mines
and war plants. The congress alse
adopted resolutions demanding ade-
quate old age pensions and exemption
of such benefits from taxation, and
repudiated the charge of David Lloyd
George that organized labor had not
.done its duty to the coutnry during
the war. It was pointed out that 90
per cent of the soldiers in the tren-
ches were workingmen. The eongress
rejected the idea of a trade war
against the central powers after the
present war. The speakers declared
that organized labor of Great Britain
had not gone into the war to punish
the German nation, but to abelish all
wars in the future. The delegates
went on record against industrial
conscription which would send sol-
diers into factories and shops on dif-
ferent terms than civilian workers.
One of the most startling announce-
ments ‘of the congress was u resoly-
goqﬁdecl\ring in favor of a protective
riff.

THERE were over 200.000 working
people on strike in the United States
during August, according to the De-
partment of Labor at Washington.
There were about 50 strikes in New
York State, the same number in
Pennsylvania, 36 in Massachusetts,
34 in Ohio, 24 in New Jersey and pro-
nortionate numbers in other industrial
States.

In Switzerland the Socialists are
inaugurating a national referendum
that will soon come to a vote to com-
pel the military authorities to cease
meddling with civic affairs, For some
time the army officers have been
usurping power to administer what
they call justice over the protest of
citizens and elected officials, thus
proving that the supposed “democratic
military system” of Switzerland is
not much, if any, better than the mil-
itarism of other countries. In their
very nature democracy and militar-
ism can’t mix, no matter hdw much
theorizing may be done by those who
attempt to ride steeds going in oppo-
gite directions. The Swiss system is
fundamentally nothing else but a
compromise, and about all the real
protection labor got from it could be
balanced on the point of a needle.

$1.15 per thousand. .
PLATFORM—As finally revised

The only correct

Election

have- under capitalism so clearly

CAMPAIGN

read by every trades vnionist in

pictures of Benson

attached. Price: 10¢ each.

and shows each; 50 or more, 4c each.

WHO VOTE"— with beautiful

of 6 or more, 16c.

CAMPAIGN
Benson’s

inches.
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BUTTONS.

Aritistic Celluloid Buttons contaiing the

and Kirkpatrick.

Price: 10c. In Lots of 50 or more, 1..c each.
PENCIL CLIPS.

A Regular Nickel Plated Pencil or Foun-
tain Pen Clip with photo of the candidates
12 or more, 5¢

CAMPAIGN WATCH FOBS.

High Quality Leather, Gun Metal Frame,
Celluloid Photograph of
Benson and Kirkpatrick. Price: 25¢. In lots

PENNANT.
and Kirkpatrick’s
White Lettering on Red Felt. Size 28 by 11
25¢ each; $2.40 per Dozen.

30 FEET OF MOVING PICTURE FILM

PICTURE 'OF THE CANDIDATES.
Trick Ad or ANIMATED FILM.

Only Six

the candidates
Workers the F
Price: 25¢ each;
100.

friends and

50c =ach; 3 for

Single Column Cut—either Benson or
Kirkpatrick, '25¢ each; 5 for $1.00.

LANTERN SLIDES.
Standard Size; Picture of either Benson

Picture.

or Kirkpatrick.

ORDER FROM

THE LIBERTY BELL BADGE.
A surprise novelty. A good joke on vour
just as good a vote-getter.
5¢ each; 6 for 25c¢; 100 for $3.50.
NEWSPAPER
Double Column Cuts—both Candidates,

Now IS The Time

ADVERTISE SOCIALISM

Weeks
ARE YOU DOING YOUR BIT?

Order CAMPAIGN NOVELTIES while they still do some good

SOCIALIST TAPE MEASURE.
Neat, Novel and Useful. The picture of

Away

and the motto: “To the
ull Measure of Their Toil”.
$2.40 per Dozen; $17.50 per

CUTS.
$1.00.

35¢ each; 3 for $1.00.

It makes a great  hit.

National Office Socialist Party
803 WEST MADISON STREET, CHICAGO, ILL.
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his country, not die for it.

S150% FOR SOCIALISY ARTICLES
Ten Prizes ranging from 350.0010 $5.00

., will pay above amounts for the best ten educational
and propaganda articles on Socialism in a contest ending
Dec. 15th. Any phase of the subject may be discussed.
Write at once for particulars

The C. 8. Weekly is $1.00 per year. The C. S. Monthly
is 50c per year.

Socialists Investigate THE LLANO COMMUNITY

Choose As Their Representative Man well Known as.
Authority on Co-Operafives--Makes Report
on what he found comrades -
doing in Southern Call-
tornia Golony

. Walter Huggins of Chicago, who has for many years be i
socialist speaker and organizer of co-operatives inytﬁ,e middl:nst:?el:enax;d:
a visit to the Llanp Del Rio Co-operative Colony for the purpose of z;'naking
a thorough investigation of that institution. His investigation was carried
out at the behest of a number of comrades, some of whom were install-
ment members and others prospective members of the community. These
comrades were located in Wisconsin and Illinois and they were desirous of
%ettmg first hand knqwlegige from someone whom they knew and who could
: netei?;i.ted: They paid his expenses and awaited his return with deepest

He visited the colony and spent several days going deeply into various
phases of activity. His 'report to his comrades stated gthai: ﬂeyfouud things
much bigger and better in every way than he had ever expected, .although
he had read everything that the colony had printed about its activities since
the very beginying. He has reported that he did not only feel that it was a
success but a big success and that he believed it to be the best co-operative
work he has ever seen. He says he hopes that after the Llano Del Rio com-
munity has continued its demonstration of success and thoroughly proved
this, that‘lp other parts of the country where climate and soil weré right
and conditions satisfactory, that similar enterprises will be started by
socialists and others of the working class. He lays ome emphasis, however,
on the_necessrty of proper climatic conditions and does not believe that co-
operative farming could be made a success at this time in parts of the
country where there are deep snows and where climatic conditions are such
that the workers would have to hibernate a part of the year, this because
of the necesgity of agreements for continuous employment and until various
independent industries could be established he thinks that climatic condi-
tions should be similar to those at Llano, where almost no time during the
whole year is lost by eutdoor workers because of inclemency of weather.
He believes that until industries are established that an outdoor climate
such as that in southern California is the desirable place for attempting
colonization. He lays stress on necessity for bountifu{) supply of water at
only the cost of building their own irrigation plant and conservation con-
struction. Especially does he insist that the water should be pure and
drinkable. :

He approves of the method of financing and has strongly commended
the founders and officers of the colony for their plan of conducting the mem-
bership department. He believes that they slI:ould stick closely to their
present method of insisting upon the full membership fee during the first
few years of their operation, as he says he feels that they are on the right
track in insisting on being financially sound and conducting their affairs
along strongest business lines.

.Comrade Huggins has voluntarily written a pamphlet which will be
distributed free to those who make application for it. In this he goes into
description of his visit to Llano and what he found there. Walter Huggins’
visit to Llane was without notice to the officials or any one at the colony.
So far as they were concerned he dropped in casually, as do hundreds of other
visitors. He was extended the usual courteous treatment and given fullest
and freest information, then he returned to Chicago and made a report to
his comrades.

Comrade Huggins is so well known throughout the country as a splendid
worker in the cause of socialism and co-operatives that thousands of the
readers of THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST will recognize in him one of the
splendid workers who has devoted almost his entire life to furthering the
cause of socialism and co-operation. .They know him as a man of un-
impeachable honor and sterling integrity and those who know him repose
in him the most implicit trust.

Visitors at the Llano Del Rio Co-operative Community, which was
founded by Job Harriman in the beautiful Antelope Valley forty miles north
and east of the city of Los Angeles, in southern California, two years and
a half ago, are always impressed with the wonderful progress that has been
made during that time. Almost invariably they voluntarily state that the
printed matter is conservative and does not overstate conditions. There they
find between eight hundred and a thousand of their comrades working in
great harmony. They find these socialists cultivating thousands of acres
of land, carrying out extensive agricultural, horticultural and stock raising
enterprises, and .that there are nearly fifty industries, including paint shop,
shoe shop, laundry, cannery, cleaning and dyeing, -garage, warehouse,
machine shop, blacksmith shop, rug works, plaunirg mill, lime kiln, saw mill,
dairy, cabinet shop, nursery, alfalfa, orchards, poultry yards, gardens,
rabbitry, hog raising, brick yard, lumbering, magazine, newspaper, flour
mill, bakery, fish hatchery, transportation, barber shop, dairy goats. Visitors
find that in addition to these industries there are many institutions that are
almost industries. Among these arc baths, swimming pool, studios, hotel,
drafting room, post office, commissary, camping grounds, industiial school,
grammar school, Montesorri school, commercial classes, fishing and hunting,
library, souvenir club, two weekly dances, menagerie, brass band, mandolin
club, nrchestras (two), quartets, socialist local, baseball, lectures by visitors,
and they discover from plans they see that this list is to be added to every
month. They find the artists and architects drawing wonderful plans for
the public buildings and the permanent homes in the new city; they find
these plans rapidly taking form. .

Socialists all over the United States, and in fact in every country where
English is spoken and printed, are taking profound interest in the wonder-
ful progress of this remarkable community. You are interested and you
want to know more about it. You want to know how to become.a member,
to get out of the competitive struggle and join a group of the most active
and revolutionary socialists in America in their endeavor to work out a nian
whereby they can find the solution to their own immediate economic problems
and at the same time move forward along lines that must inevitably accelerate -
the coming of the co-operative commonweath, . .

Write today for particulars. Subscribe for the Colonys’ bright illustrated
magazine THE WESTERN COMRADE, 50 cents per year, and their new
weekly paper THE LLANO COLONIST, 50 cents per year, or 75 cents for
both. Address all communications {o

LLANO DEL RIO COMPANY OF NEVADA
. ‘ Reno, Nevada.
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SOCIALIST PART!

'PLATFORM

After the most intense discussion ever con-
ducted by the membership of the Socialist Party,
the 1916 platform has been adopted by party
referendum and is published for the first time

“on this page. It is felt that this is the most
historic document ever issued by a working
class organization in this country. It gives in
no mistaken terms the position of the enlight-
ened workers of the country,on the big problems
now confronting the nation. Five hundred
thousand copies of this platform are being
printed by the national Socialist Party in
leaflet form. These four page leaflets may be
secured at, 20 cents per hundred; $1.50 per
thousand. Order from: National Office, So-
cialist Party, 808 West Madison St., Chicago.

N THE midst of the greatest crisis and

bloodiest struggle of all history the Social-
ist Party of America reaffirms its steadfast
adherence to the principles of international
brotherhood, world peace and industrial
democracy. i ,

The great war which has engulfed so much
of civilization and destroyed millions of lives
is one of the natural results of the capitalist
system of production.

The Socialist Party, as the political ex-
pression of the economic interests of the
working class, calls upon them to take a
determined stand on the question of militar-
ism and war, and to recognize the opportun-
ity which the Great War has' given them of
forcing disarmament and furthering the
cause of industrial freedom.

An armed force in the hands of the ruling
class serves two purposes: to protect and
further the policy of imperialism abroad
and to silence by force the protest of the
workers against industrial despotism at
home. Imperialism and militarism plunged
Europe into this world-war. America’s geo-
graphical and industrial situation has kept
her out of the cataclysm. But Europe’s ex-
tremity has been the opportunity of Amer-
ica’s ruling class to amass enormous profits.
As a result, there is a surfeit of capital
which demands the policy of imperialism to
protect and further investments abroad.
Hence the frenzy of militarism into which
the ruling class has made every attempt to
force the United States.

The workers in Europe were helpless to

avert the war because they were already [

saddled with the burden of militarism. The
workers in the United States are yet free
from this burden and have ‘the opportunity
of establishing a working class policy and
program against war. They can compel the
government of the United States to lead the
way in an international movement for dis-
armament and to abandon the policy of im-
perialism which is forcing the conquest of
Mexico and must, if carried out, eventually
plunge the United States into a world-war.

The working class must recognize the cry
of preparedness against foreign invasion as
a mere cloak for the sinister purpose of im-
perialism abroad and industrial tyranny at
home. The class struggle, like capitalism, is
international. The proletariat of the world
has but one enemy, the capitalist class,
whether at home or abroad. We must refuse
to put into the hands of this enemy an armed
force even under the guise of a “democratic
army,” as the workers of Australia and
Switzerland have done.

Therefore the Socialist Party stands op-A

posed to military preparedness, to any ap-
propriations of men or money for war or
militarism, while control of such forees thru
the political state rests in the hands of the
capitalist class. The Socialist Party stands
committed to the class war, and urges upon
the workers in the mines and forests, on the
railways and ships, in factories and fields,
the use of their economic and industrial
power, by refusing to mine the coal, to
transport soldiers, to furnish food or other
supplies for military purposes, - and thus
keep out of the hands of the ruling class the
control of armed forces and economic power,
necessary for aggression abroad and in-
dustrial despotism at home.

The working class must recognize militar-
ism as the greatest menace to all efforts to-
ward industrial freedom, and regardless of
political or industrial affiliations must pre-
sent a united front in the fight against pre-
paredness and militarism.

Hideous as they are, the horrors of the

far-stretched battlefield of the old world are
dwarfed by the evil results of the capitalist
system, even in normal times. Instead of
being organized to provide all members . of

society with an abundance of food, clothing |
and shelter, and the highest attainable free- |

dom and culture,,industry is at present or-
ganized and conducted for the benefit of.a
parasitic class. All the powers of govern-
ment, and all our industrial genius; -are
directed to the end of securing to the relati-
vely small class of capitalist investors: the
largest amount of profits which c¢an  be
wrung from the labor of the ever-increasing
class whose only property is muscle and
~brain, manual and mental labor power."

The dire consequences of this system are
everywhere apparent. The workers are op-
pressed and deprived of much that makes
for physical, mental and moral well' being.
Year by year poverty and industrial acci-

dznts destroy more lives than all the armies.

and navies in the world.

To preserve their privilege and power is
the most vital interest of the 'possessing
class, while it is the most vital interest of
the working class to resist oppression, "im-
prove its position, and struggle to obtain
security of life and liberfy. Hence -there
exists a conflict of interests, a social war
within the nation, which can know neither
truce nor compromise.’ So long as the few
own and control the economic life of the na-
tion the many must be enslaved, poverty

must coexist with riotous luxury, and civil

strife prevail.

The Socialist Party would end these con-
ditions by reorganizing the life of the nation
upon the basis of Socialism. Socialism would
not abolish private property, but greatly-ex-
tend it. We believe that every human being
.should have and own. all the things which
he can use to advantage, for the enrichment

~of his own life, without imposing dis-
advantage or burden upon any other human
being. Socialism admits the private owner-
ship and individua! direction of all {things,
tools, economic processes: and funections
which are individualistic in character, and
requires the collective ownership ard dem-
ocratic control and direction of these which
are social or collectivistic in character.

We hold that this country cannot enjoy
happiness and prosperity at home and main-
tain lasting peace with other nations, so long
as its industrial wealth is monopolized by
a capitalist oligarchy. In this, as in every
other campaign, all special issues arising
from temporary situations, whether domest-
ic or foreign, must be subordinated to the
major issue—the need of such a reorganiza-
tion of our economic life as will remove the
land, the mines, forests, railroads, mills and
factories, all the things required for our
physical existence, from the clutches of in-
dustrial and financial freebooters and place
them securely and permanently in the hands
of the people,

If men were free to labor to satisfy their
desires there could be in this country neither
poverty nor involuntary unemployment. But

the men in this country are not free to labor |

to satisfy their desires. The great industrial
population can labor only when the capitalist
class, who own the industries, believe they
can market their product at-a profit. The
needs of millions are subordinated to the
greeds of a few. The situation is not unlike
that of a pyramid balanced upon its apex.
Oftentimes this pyramid tumbles and in-
dustrial depression comes. There was such
a crash in 1907. If the capitalist owners had
been willing to get out of the way, industry
could have been revived in a day. But the
capitalist owners are never willing to get

out of the way. Their greeds come first—-

the people’s needs, if at all, afterward.
Therefore business did not quickly revive
after the industrial depression of 1907. Mr.
-Taft was elected to bring 'goed times, but
in four years failed to bring them. Mr.
Wilson was elected to bring good times, but
not all of the measures he advocated had the
slightest effect upon industry. The Eurcpean
war has brought to this country 4remendous
orders for military supnlies and has created

a period of prosperity for the few. FFor the |

masses of the people there is. but an. op-

portunity to work hard for a bare living,
which is not- prosperity, but slavery. As
against the boast of the present national ad-
ministration that it political program, now
fully in force, has brought prosperity to the
masses, we call attention to the statement
of the Federal Public Health Service that
$800 a year is required to enable a family to
avoid physical deterioration thru lack of
decent living conditions, that more than half
of the families of working men receive less
than that amount, that nearly a third receive
less than $500 a year, and that one family in
twelve receives less than $300 a year.

The capitalist class, for a great many
years, has been trying to saddle upon this
country a greater army and a”greater navy.
A greater army is desired to keep the work-
ing class of the United States in subjection.
A gregter navy is desired to safeguard the
foreign investments of American capitalists
and to “back up” American diplomacy in its
efforts to gain foreign markets for American
capitalists. The war in Europe, which dim-
inished and is still diminishing the remote
-possibility of European attack upon the
‘United States, was nevertheless seized
upon by capitalists and by unserupulous
politicians as a means of spreading fear
thruout the country, to the end that, by
false pretenseg, great military establish-
. ments might be obtained. We denounce
such “preparedness,” as both false in
principle, unnecessary in character and
dangerous in itg plain tendencies toward mil-
itarism. We advocate that sort of social pre-
paredness which expresses itself in better
homes, better. bodies and better minds,
which are alike the products of plenty and
the necessity of effective defende in war.

"The Socialist Party maintains its attitude
of unalterable opposition to war. '

We reiterate. the statement that the com-
petitive nature of capitalism is the cause of
modern war, and that the co-operative nature
of Socialism is alone adapted to the task of
ending war by removing its causes. We as-
sert, however, that, even under the present
capitalist order,; additional measures can be
taken to safeguard peace, and to this end,
we demand:

MEASURES TO INSURE PEACE.

(1) That all laws and appropriations for

the increase of the military and naval forces
of the United States shall be immediately
repealed.

(2) That the power be taken from the
President to lead the nation into a position
which leaves no escape from war. No one
man, however exalted in official station,
should have the power to decide the question
of peace or war for a nation of a hundred
millions. To give one man such power is
neither democratic nor safe. Yet the Presi-
dent exercises such power. when he deter-
mines what shall be the nation’s foreign
policies and what shall be the nature and
tone of its diplomatic intercourse with other
nations. We, therefore, demand that the
power to fix foreign policies and conduct
diplomatic negotiations shall be lodged in the
Congress and shall be exercised publicly, the
people reserving the right by referendum to
order Congress, at any time, to change its
foreign policy.

(3) That no war shall be declared or wag-
ed by the United States without a réferen-
dum vote of the entire people, except for
the ‘purpose of repelling invasion.

(4) That the Monroe Doctrine shall be
immediately abandoned as a danger so great
that even its advocates are agreed that it
constitutes perhaps our greatest single dan-
ger of war. The Monroe Doctrine was origin-
ally intended to safeguard the peace of the
United States. Tho the Doctrine has changed
from a safeguard to a menace, the capitalist
class still defends it for the reason that our
great capitalists desire to retain South and
Central America as their private trade pre-
serve. We favor the cultivation of social, in-
dustrial and political friendship with all
other nations in the western hemisphere, as
an apprqach to a world confederation of na-
tions, but we oppose the Monroe Doctrine
because it takes from our hands the peace of
America and places it in the custody of any
nation that weuld attack the sovereignty of
any state in the western world.

(5) That the independence of the Philip-
pine Islands be immediately recognized as a
measure of justice both to the Filipinos and
to ourselves. The Filipinos are entitled to
self-government ; we are entitled to be freed
from the necessity of building and maintain-
ing enough dreadnoughts to defend them in
the event of war.

(6) The government of the United States
shall call a congress of all neutral nations to
mediate between the belligerent powers in
an effort to establish an immediate and l4st-
ing peace without indemnities, of 'forcible
annexation of territory, and based on a bind-
ing and enforceable

ment on land and at sea and for an Inter-
national Congress. with power to adjust all
disputes between nations, and whjch shall
guarapntee freedom and equal rights to all
oppressed nations and races.

WORKING PROGRAM.

As general measures calculated to strength-
en the working class in its fight for the
realization of its ultimate aim, the Co-
operative Commonwealth, and to increase its
power of resistance against capitalist op-
pression, we advocate and pledge ourselvey
and our elected officers to the following pro-
gram:

POLITICAL DEMANDS.

1. Unrestricted and equal suffrage for
men and women.

2. The immediate adoption of the so-
called “Susan B. Anthony amendment” to
the constitution of the United States grant-
ing the suffrage to women on equal terms
with men. i

dum and recall and of proportional represen-
tation, nationally as well as locally.

4. The abolition of the Senate and of the
veto power of the President.

5. The election of the President and the
Vice-President by direct vote of the people.

6. The abolition of the present restriction
upon the amendment of the constitition so
that that instrument may be made amend-
able by a majority of the voters in the
country.

7. The calling of a convention for the re-
vision of the constitution of the United
States.

8. The abolition of the power usurped by
the Supreme Court of the United States to
pass upon the constitutionality of legislation
enacted by Congress. National laws to be
repealed only by act of Congress or by a
referendum vote of the whole people.

9. The immediate curbing of the power of
the courts to issue injunctions.

10. The election of all judges of the United
States for short terms,

11. The free administration of the law.

12. The granting of the right of suffrage
in the District of Columbia with representa-
tion in Congress and a democratic form of
municipal government for purely local af-
fairs.

13. The extension of democratic govern-
ment to ajl United States territory.

14. The freedom of press, speech and as-
semblage.’ '

15. The increase_of the rates of the pre-
sent income tax and corporation tax and the
extension of inhéritance taxes, graduated in
proportion to the value of the estate and to

- nearness of kin—the proceeds of these taxes
to be employed in the socialization of in-
dustry.

16. The enactment of further measures
for general education and particularly for
vocational education in useful pursuits. The
Bureau of Education to be made a.depart-
ment.

17. The enactment of further measures
for the comservation of health and the crea-
tion of an independent department of health.

18. The abolition of the monopoly owner-
ship of patents and the substitution of col-
lective . ewnership, with direct rewards to
inventors by pre}r’xiums or rovalties.

COLLECTIVE OWNERSH!'P.

1. The collective ownership and democra-
tic management of railroads, telegraphs and

telephones, express service, steamboat lines

international treaty,.
which shall provide for concerted disarma-’

3. The adoption of the .initiative, referen-.

and all other social means of transportation
and communication and of all large-scale in-
dustries. .
2. The immediate ' acquirement by the
municipalities, the states or the federal gov-
ernment, of all grain elevators, stock yards.
storage warehouses and other distributing

agencies, in order to relieve the farmer from.
the extortionate charges of the middlemen:

and to reduce the present high cost of living.

3. The extension of the public domain to’

include mines, quarries, oil wells, forests and
water power.

4. The further eonservation and develop-
ment of natural resources for the use and
benefit of all the people:

(a) By scientific forestation and timber
protection.

(b) By the reclamation of arid and swamp
tracts.

(c) By the storage of flood waters and
the utilization of water power.

(d) By the stoppage of the present extra-
vagant waste .of the soil and the products
of mines. and oil wells. :

(e) By the development of highway and
waterway -systems. ' :

5. The collective ownership,of land where-
ever practicable, and in cases where such
ownership is impracticable, the appropria-
tion by taxation of the annual rental value
(t)_f all land held for speculation or exploita-
ion. :

6. All currency shall be issued by the
Government of the United States and shall
be legal tender for the payment of taxes and
impost duties and for the discharge of public
and private debts.. The Government shall
lend money oni:bonds to counties and munici=
palitigs at a nominal rate of .intercst for the
purpose of taking over or establishing public
utilities and for building or maintaining
public roads and highways, and public
schools—up-to 25 per cent of the assessed
valuation of such counties or municipalities.
Said bonds are to-be repaid in twenty equal
and annual installments, and the currency
issued for that purpose by the Government
is to be cancelled and destroyed seriatim as
the debt is repaid. All banks and banking
institutions shall-be owned by the Govern-
ment of the United States or by the States.

7. Government relief of the unemployed
by .the extension of all useful public works.
All persons employed on such work to be en-
gaged directly by the government under a
work day of not more than eight hours and
at not less than the grevailing union wages.
The Government also to establish employ-
ment bureaus; to lend money to States and
municipalities without interest for the pur-
pose of carrying on public works, to contri-
bute money to unemployment funds of labor
unions -and. other organizations of workers,
and to take such other measures within its

power as will lessen the wide spread misery

of the workers caused by the misrule of the
capitalist class.

INDUSTRIAL DEMANDS.
The conservation of human resources,
particularly of the lives and well-beinz o_f the

workers and their families:

1. By shortening the work day in keeping
with the increased productiveness of mach-
inery. ,

2. By securing the freedom or political
and economic, organization and activities.

3. By securing to every worker a rest
period of not less than a day and a half in
each week.

4. By securing a more effective ingpection
of workshops, factories and mines.

5. By farbidding the employment of

- children under eighteen years of age.

6. By forbidding the interstate transpor-
tation of the products of child labor and of
all uninspected factories and mines.

7. By establishing minimum wage scales.

8. By abolishing official charity and sub-
stituting a non-contributory system of old
age pensions, a general system of insurance
by the state of all its members against un-
employment- and invalidism, and a system
of compulsory insurance by emplovers of
their - workers, without cost to the latter,
against industrial diseases, accidents and
death. _ '

9. By - establishing mothers’ pensions.

PAPER TRUST EXCUSES.
From The Milwaukee Leader.

The Paper Trust is making ex-
cuses that show its evil conscience.
By its own words it accuses itself.
About 50 per cent of the rags and old
bones used in paper manufacture
used to be imported from Europe, say
the trust's pleaders. The British
blockade has stopped these imports.

Raw sulphite pulp and other raw
material heretofore imported from
‘abroad have also been cut off by the
British, claim the hired scribblers.

Unwise tariff laws have forced the
American print paper industry to

seek refuge in Canada, so that the
American paper industry has prac-
tically been killed.

If England and Canada now put an
embargo on print paper, there will be
such a shortage in the United States
that most of the American news-
papers and magazines will have to
suspend.

Finally, so goes the trust plea, the
demand for American print paper
has enormously increased in Austra-
lia and in other countries. This is
supposed to be the valid excuse for
gouging the American paper con-
sumers. .

All this is bunk. The imports of,
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803 WEST MADISON STREET

Benson-Kirkpatrick Film Gives Safisfaction,

We are receiving many letters from the Comrades that have received
the Benson-Kirkpatrick Film and tried it out. .

Comrade Dalton Clarke, of Washington, Pa., writes:

“We received the Benson-Kirkpatrick film, and immediately placed
it in a local theater, and we are more than pleased with it. Invariably
when it is shown at the cornclusion of a picture, it wins applause from
the audience, defining its message in a way that could not be surpassed.

I purchased it for the county local and planned to ¢irculate it among
the different towns in the county from now until election day, allowing
each town to have it for a few days. It is no expense to the local be-
cause the comrades make arrangements to have it exhibited free.

The $2.50 that it costs will do more effective work than any other
$2.50 we will spend during the campaign.”

ORDER FROM
Socialist Party,
CHICAGO., ILL.

THE

rags and old. paper are not stopped
by the British blockade .to any ap-
preciable extent. Sulphite pulp is

The free list for print paper has not
stopped the production in the United
States.

this country in 1914 amounted to
1,313,284 tons. This is enough for
10,500,000,000 times 14 pages of

has been vastly greater.

The paper iree list did not hurt the
American industry for the simple
reason that it practically controlled
the American market and exported
huge supplies long before the war,

Since the European war broke out,
! the paper trust has made a fortune by
exporting more print paper and then
pleading that its cost of” production
has increased. The trust has held up

the American consumer at the same
time. o

There is no other reason for the
paper shortage in the United States
and the high price of paper except
the private ownership of the paper
industry. If the paper industry were
socialized. it -would immediately be-
come cvident that this country has
all the necessary resources to supply
not only the home demand at all
times, but to export a large surplus.

So long as America loves private
ownership, it must pay; for. the privi-.

lege. Socialize . the ‘great industries.

made plentifully in'the Unijted States.

The production of print paper in| -

eight columns. This year’s production.

the foreign buyers and is holding up.

HELP NATIONAL OFFICE SAVE
MONEY AND AVOID MISTAKES.

In this rush period when cvery
minute of {he time of the workers
in the National Office wust be
made to count for the most the
comrades nver the country can be
of great assistarce to us if they
will observe the following sug-
gestions:—

* If you have anything to say to
The American Secialist about
sub-cards, change of address, or
any other matter pertaining to
the paper, write it on a separate
sheet that contains nothing else.

If you have anything to say

. about Benson leaflets, say it on
another separate sheet that con-
tains nothing clse.

If you want Dime banks or In-

formation regarding speakers,
put that on a sheet for Comrade
Sherover.
. If you want general informa-
tion or have something to say to
the Executive Departmeni, put
that on still another separate
sheet. . .

‘You can put all the sheets in
one  envelope and they will be
distributed to their proper places.
But it is very difficult to divide
one letter among five or six dif-
ferent departments without
missing one or two points.

And be sure that you put your
full name and address phinly on
each senarate lottar.

READ THIS STORY.

A story is told of an old Negro who,
in the year 1800, cut cordwood from
the drift along the Mississippi river.
He found ready sale for the wood and
soon conceived the idea. of getting
help; so he offered to let other
negroes cut and he would give them
half they cut. It is said some of them
worked for several days before they
became conscious of the fact the
drift wood belonged to them as -much
as to the negro with whom they were
dividing. I iold this story to a half-
witted boy once and he replied that
some white people have not‘found it
out yet.

If the jobs belong to all the people,
as the drift wood does, those who
worked would not have to divide with
a private owner. )

HAMLET IN HEAVEN.

A’ remarkable book purporting to have been
written by Shakespeare to celebrate the fourth
centennary of his death. Takes the rharacters
of the play of Hamlet, and shows how they
“mixed it” in the other world before they
found peace and happiness. A five act play.
Fred D. Warren pronounces it “One of the
finest things I ever read.” The pictures nare
striking and beautiful, the language it superb,
the humor is infectious, and the philosophy
very much like my own conception of the
future, if there is a future, must be.” Dehs
says of it: “I read it,thru to Mrs. Debs at a
sitting, and she thinks it wonderful.” It
doesn’t matter in the least what you think
of the claims of the book, as William Marion
Reedy, of the Bt. Louis Mirror, says, “it Is
worth the fifty cents asked for it. It is
published by The New World, Lincoln Phifer’s
Paper-Magarzine, Girard, Kansas.

Slowly and steadily the minority or
anti-war section of the French So-
cialist party is cutting into the
strength- of the majority wing. At
the recent congress of the Federation
of the Seine (Paris), the largest unit
in the French organization, on a test
resolutjon to continue to support the
war policy of the government (with
three Socialists, Guesede ,Sempat and
Thomas, in the Cabinet). the vote was
5,276 for and 4,907 against. When it

is considered that at last December’s
meeting the vote was 6,000 for the
government policy and 3,800 opposed,
and at the April session 5,500 for and
4,100 against, it can be readily seen
how the wind is blowing. The debates
that ‘have occured in these sessions
have been extremely bitter at times.

The obituary of capitalism will be,
R. I. P.—Requiescat in pace, Rent,
Interest and Profit.

TWO NEW

NATIONAL OFFIGE

Just Off The Press

1. “WHAT WE HAVE AND WHAT WE WANT”, by Vice-Pre-
sidential Candidate, George R. Kirkpatrick.—A new, four page leaflet.
One of the best eye openers ever written. Fits everybody and every-
Price, per hundred 20 cents;

2. “A HORSE POWER SYSTEM”, by John M. Work.—A farmers
leaflet. Puts socialism in the farmers native tongue so he can grasp
it. Just the thing to use in agricultural districts. Price, per hundred
20 cents; per thousand $1.50, prepaid.

ORDER FROM

LEAFLETS

per thousand $1.50, prepaid.
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