
occasion, when the joint action of the working class was at stake. 
Furthermore, the bourgeois press enthusiastically seized the 
social-democratic charges aganist the communists. They 
immediately demanded the institution of martial law. Social
democratic police president Richter promptly prohibited all 

• public demonstrations in Berlin. 
Not only the Social-democrats, however, but also the In

dependent Socialisis were >Constrained by the Lichtenburg case to 
show their colors. They were forced to decide between friendship 
with the leaders of the Social-Democracy and the united front 
of the proletariat. They had the choice - either the continuation 
of their policies as practised up to now, or compliance with the 
will of the masses in order not to lose the last remnants of their 
confi!fence. In the Reichstag-debate the chairman of the USPD. 
(Independent Socialist Party of Germany), deputy Crispien, de
clared that the government did not deserve the confidence of the 
workers. The government, however, is the Wirth government, 
which was only formed with the aid of the USPD. Immediately 
thereafter, the Central Commitee of the USPD. issued an appeal 
in which the threatening dangers were pointed out and the 
workers were summoned to the struggle against the continual rise 
prices, the increased exploitation of the workers and the tax
program of the bourgeoisie. In the appeal, the Central Com
mittee declared that it was ready to enter into communication 
with the workers' parties and the trade-unions in order to facili
tate the parliamentary and extra-parliamentary struggle of the 
workers by the creation of a united front of the proletariat. The 
decision is to be made before Christmas, according t9 the appeal. 

Of course, the leaders of the Independents will again 
attempt to let the matter rest with these empty words. Thus, they 
refused this time as well to participate in a joint demonstration 
of the Berlin workers for the liberation of the political prisoners, 
claiming that it was possible to reach an understanding with the 
SPD. (Social-Democrats). 

But the further matters go, the less will the leaders be 
able to hinder the union of the workers in the struggle. The 
movement is getting beyond their control. Thus, the delegations 
from all parts of the country, workers of all parties, decided, in 
agreement with the Berlin organisations, to convene a plenary 
congress of the Berlin shop committees, i. e., the legitimate re
presentatives of the entire Berlin working-class. 

The Communist Party appears at this moment to be the 
competent standard-bearer of the will of the working class. The 
goal of all workers, revolutionary unity for the conflict, can only 
be attained under the leadership of the Communist Party. Every 
mass -movement breaking out at the present time automatically 
comes under the leadership of the Communist Party. • 

The protest movement of the masses caused by the Lichten
burg hunger-strike creates a favorable "jumping-off point" for 
the great struggle between the classes over who is to bear the 
post-war burdens, for the tax-conflict. This mass-movement has 
thwarted all the plans of the leaders of the trade-unions and 
of the Social-democratic Party, who had already attempted to 
settle the entire matter - so unconfortable for them - by secret 
negotiations with the representatives of "Big Business" leading 
to a shameful compromise. It has compelled them to onenly 
declare whether they are for or against this impending struggle. 
Thus, the hunger-strike of the Lichtenburg prisoners, for them 
the final struggle - the struggle with life at stake - lh'a~ 
become the commencement of a new era for the millions, a com
mencement with far-reaching consequences. 

CO-OPERATIRE MOVEMENT 

To the Co-operatives of all Countries. 
Hunger reigns in Russia. An unusual failure of the crops, 

caused by drought, has affected the most fertile governements of 
the Volga region and the North Caucasus. 

The governments suffering from the failure of the crops, 
were the scene of the most violent kind of civil war only one 
or two years ago and were laid waste by the White Guard 
generals who destroyed pitilessly the possessions of the peasants 
who rose against them. 

The famine is formidable in its extent. The pictures of the 
of the famine-stricken produce a frightfuJ, and shocking effect. 
Emaciated human beings wander about like shadows and reel 
from hunger. Desperate mothers throw their starving children 
into rivers and under railroad trains in order to save them from 
the torments of hunger. The famine threatens to bring typhus 
and other plagues in its wake in the winter. 

.. ~he workers of Russ_ia who .have been defending the great 
acqUJsttwns of the revolution dunng three years of civil war, 
who have spared themselves neither fatigue nor suffering in the 

struggle for the ideal of Socialism, must now undergo new 
Trials. ~-

Everyone in whom all human feeling is not as yet dead, 
must put forth every effort to help the famished. Even more 
energy must be displayed by those who consider the high ideal 
of Socialism as precious, and for whom the active Russian 
people has struggled valiantly, heroically and with self-sacrifice. 

And the workers of Western Europe have not remained deaf 
to the appeal of the famine-stricken. Relief work has become one 
of the most important tasks of the labor organizations of Western 
Europe and America. The political parties and labor-unions call 
upon the workers to organize this relief-work through contributions, 
through giving up a part of their wages, etc. The workers of thc 
West who are themselves suffering from unemployment and a 
reduction of wages have responded quickly and energetically to 
this appeal. The work is full swing everywhere. Collections are 
made, workers are donating part of their wages. 

A part of this money has already been forwarded to the 
famine-regions. It would be a disgrace for any worker or 
Socialist to remain indifferent to the organization of the relief-
work. · 

We have heard a great deal about the work done by the 
Communist parties and Red trade unions. But outside of the 
feeble, colorless resolution of the International Co-operative Con
gress at Basle, we have hardly received any information as to 
what the Co-operatives of the West intend to do in this matter. 
And yet the Co-operatives are, in a large measure, workers' 
organizations. The suffering of the famine-stricken must surely 
affect these workers. The leaders of the co-operatives call their 
organizations one of the sections of the great army which clears 
the way to Socialism-for which the Russian people has made 
countless sacrifices. Preciserly on this account the co-operatives 
can and mnst participate in the relief-work for the famine
stricken, more so than any other labor organization.* 

The Russian co-operatives are working energetically for the 
relief of the famine-stricken and for the rebuilding of their 
economic life. Support is provided for through collections, 
donations from wages, and reciprocal co-operative help. 

Anyone who does not take an active part in the struggle 
against the famine .which is bringing suffering to millions of 
laborers will be considered a traitor against the great interest 
of the workers' solidarity. The co-operatives ought not to enter 
the ranks of these traitors. 

Comrades! You are great in numbers. The co-operatives 
comprise millions of members. You have created a host of 
wealthy, powerful organizations which can do a great deal for 
the support of the famine-stricken. Why then don't we see these 
organizations, and why don't we see you in the foremost ranks 
of the combatants? You can, you must take this position. 

Work first of all for the collections which can mitigate the 
misery. Wake up your comrades, bring up the question of relief
work in your co-operatives, induce the governmental and social 
institutions of your countries to do relief-work! 

Come to our assistance more quickly! The need is great. 
The famine calls for daily sacrifice. No time must be lost. 

Co-operatives of the Third International. 
International Co-operative Bureau. 

Executive Committee of the All-Russian 
Co·operative League, Moscow. 

1 THE coMMUNisT vouTal 
Unity in the Movement of 

Proletarian Youth. 
by B. Ziegler. 

Every worker still recalls those frightful days of August 
1914 with terror; those days in which the "powerful" Inter
na tiona! of workers' societies fell to pieces before the mowing 
sabre of the imperialists. Hundreds of thousands of proletarians 
who were thrown into the devouring international war machine by 
the colossus with feet of clay, had to repent with blood and !He 
that they did not keep a sharper eye on their " leaders ". 

While everything sank in the bloody intoxiciation of a 
bacchanal war, one labor organization furnished an exception: 

* Up to November 12, 1200 Co-operative societies of the 
"Central League of German Co-operatives" in Hamburg have 
donated altogether 80,700 marks. Really a deplorable' showing. 
Here we see an sabotage of Russian relief, or this is because the 
bureaucracy of the co-operatives is incapable of organizing practi
cal relief-work. The League of British Co-operatives has put 
1530 pounds Sterling at the disposal of the International League 
for Russian relief purposes-Editor's note. 



that was the "lntemati<>nal Union of Socialist Youth", an orga
nization founded under the protection of the Second International 
in 1907. It was the various groups of this International, who in a· 
number of countries demonstated against the war with all their 
power, be it ever so weak. 

The very same groups were the ones which were ready for 
the first internatiooal labor conference against the war in 1915. 
While the Second International wallowed deep in the reformist 
swamp in which it sank more and more, the International of 
Youth ~scended the red bank, upon which the Third Communist 
International was later to be built. 

One by one the single revolutionary groups freed them
selves from the rotten body of the Secound International, and 
began to fight the old parties. The Second International began 
to split. In order to achieve their goal, the groups tending 
towards the left had to shoufder the " curse of a destroyed soli
darity of the proletarian front". 

It was different with ~he International Youth which went 
its revolutionary way as a unit. Only insignificant groups 
refused to follow the main body; this they did against the will of 
the masses, as in France for example. Those who remained be
hind and declined to take part in the Berne Conference and to 
car.ry out its decisions were at once generally considered as not 
belonging to the movement. · 

The unity of the International Youth movement thus 
remained intact, when the solid mass of revoluionary associations 
of Youth also finally constituted themselves the " Communist 
International of Youth", and consummated its union with the 
Third International with correct historical judgment. Many, in
deed almost all of the remaining organizations, which had not 
attended the Berlin-Congress, recognized this, and joined the 
only International of Youth, one after another. The stirring 
activity of the quickly growing Communist International of 
Youth, roused fear in the revived Second International and in the 
2Y. International which was founded in the meanwhile, and 
which saw their offspring endangered. In the spring of tbts 
year, the sad work of splitting the International of Youth was 
begun at a wink from above, by the split off remnants of several 
leagues of Youth which in recent months had turned communist, 
and by several large social-patriotic societies of Youth which never 
stood on the basis of the International, or had ignominously be
trayed its principles. 

The ones, faithful children of the Vienna 2Y. species did it 
"in the name of Unity''. The others, the yellows, with every one 
of their clubs expressly reserving tactical freedom for themselves, 
and the right to defend their "Vaterland ", had very loudly an
nounced their aim, in order to be able at the right moment, to 
call their members to a fresh and merry fight against our com
rades. The aim announced was: Fight against the International 
of Youth which follows the directions of the Communist Inter
national. 

The unity of the International of Youth is thus broken. 
The followers of the Vienna muddle-heads and the darlings of 
the Amsterdam Yellows have won the sad fame of a split. 

Occupied in the struggle for the growth and expansion of 
the Third International, perhaps the Communist Youth did not 
do enough to prevent these infamous destroyers from accom
plishing their handiwork. Now however, after its second Con
gress, the Communist International of Youth will use all its 
power in re-establishing the old unity of proletarian youth. The 
traitorous groups supported by the old parties of course cim not 
be be entirely, eliminated, but we do not for a moment doubt that 
the Commumst International of Youth will succed in reducing them 
to insi!Ynificance. 

In the coming economic struggle, in which the social
patriots will make way for radical leadership, while the cen
trists will have to accept the Communist slogans, the young 
workers will open their eyes and realize who their true leaders 
are, who actually does anything for them, and whom they can 
trust. 

The revolutionary susceptible working youth will now as 
ever recognize the revolutionary way as the only possible one, 
and in the new struggle for its International, it will give the 
~orking-class an example as io where the unity in the proletarian 
movement is to be found. 

Unity per se can never be the goal we strive for. But in 
the struggles which the Youth faces at this moment, the struggle 
against recfuction of wages, and against lengthening the wor
king-hours and increasing misery, the absolute necessity for unity 
in the proletarian ranks will .show itself. . In these very struggles; 
it will be shown that no one is benefited by unity as such, and 
that only unitv on a communist revolutionary basis can help th~ 
working-class; · 

We believe that is the duty of the young workers again to 
lead the way for the entire working-class, and to pave the way 
to the international Communist Unity of the fighting prol
etariat, by reconquering revolutionary unity in the International of 
Youth. 

I HELP FOR RUSSIA 
Proletarian Relief=work in Poland 

by L. Georges (Warsaw). 
The relief work for the millions of starving people in 

Soviet Russia has become a revolutionary duty and a watchword 
for the working-class of all countries. From the very beginning 
the C. P. of Poland faced the di-fficult problem of developing an 
extensive and successful relief-action for the suffering Russian 
comrades - - - in Poland, a country where every betrayal 
of sympathy for the Soviet government leads directly to prison, 
and where the Socialist Party systematically works for the 
destruction of international solidarity. We set to work at on<;e, 
although from the very beginning our action was met by a sohd 
front of the enemy which streched from the National-democrats 
to the "Socialists". The Polish Government which through its 
representative Aszkenazy at Geneva solemnly declared its 
readiness to aid any action for the starving in Soviet Russia, 
now places every obstacle in the way of the workers' relief
commHee, and seeks to hinder it in its activity. On the other 
hand the Socialist press is carrying on a shameless propaganda 
against the Russian revolution and even surpasses the reac
tionary capitalist press in its insults. against both of the Soviet 
Republics. The lackeys of the bourgeoisie are not ashamed to 
write, that: " .... The Belsheviks themselves are mainly to be 
blamed for the famine .... that the Russian proletariat is 
thrown into the abyss of starvation by their Communist standard
bearers .... " A Communist relief-action, like those carried on 
in other European countries, would have been an absolute im
possibility in Poland, where hundreds of our comrades are 
la.nguishing in prison for their communist principles. It was 
therefor necessary to create a non-partisan Relief Committee, in 
which all those, who recognized thejr solidarity with Soviet 
Russia could work. The creation of such a workers' relief 
committee was decided upon by the Warsaw trade-union executive 
in September. This committee extended its activities further and 
further over the whole country, unitil to-day it works as a central 
committee with numerous branches, which are carrying on 
vigorous propaganda for the relief-work. Soon after it was 
founded, the relief committee turned to the executive of the 
socialist unions with the proposal to carry out the relief action 
together. A flat refusal was the answer given to it by the 
president of the labor-union executive, the P. P. S. leader Zulavski, 
who was brazen enough to demand the suspension of the acti
vity of the workers' relief committee The P. P. S. thus also 
sabotages the relief-work with all the means at its disposal. 
The spirit of solidarity on the part of the class-conscious workers 
shows itself to be stronger than the counter-revolutionary 
policy of the P. P. S. leaders. Up to this time numerous 
workers' meetings have been held, in which the Communist 
deputy, Dombal, also took part. At every one of these meetings 
resolutions were passed, requesting the workers to give up 
a day's wages for the Russian relief. The relief work is greatly 
hampered by the increasing unemployment and by the crisis 
in· the textile and metal industries in which thousands of workers 
are daily thrown out of work. Considerable success' is to be 
noted however. Up to the 1st of November over 5,000,000 Marks 
have been collected, although in many cities the collections 
began only recently. The difficulties which the relief committees 
have to overcome are daily becoming greater; the results of 
the collections are increasing, however, in spite of all threats 
and repression. The sums collected by the individual unions 
already amount to several hund:ed .thousand mar~s, and new 
contributions are constantly flowmg m. Thus for mstance, the 
textile workers' union collected 62,000 marks, the office and 
commercial-employers' union collected 488,000 marks, the leather 
workers' union 624,000 ma:rks, the printers' union 200,000 marks. 
Collections were made in numerous factories. The confederation 
of Jewish labor-unions has received contributions from 50 cities 
of Poland and Galicia. 

In order to be able to appreciate the work accomplished 
by the relief committee, we must take into consideration the 
Circumstances under ·which we must work in Poland. All the 
periodicals until rtow published by the worker's relief committee 
have been without exception confiscated by the police and their 
distribution forbidden, although no ·legal action could be. fonnu-


