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the active defence of the first socialist State , the fatherland of
all workers . At the same time the imperialists are making their
preparations for a fresh series of imperialist wars . The prole-
tariat and the working masses are arming under the slogans of
the Communist International , calling for the conversion of im-
perialist war into civil -war . In all capitalist countries the acti-
vity of the proletarian masses is growing , passing forward from
defence to attack . The Communist Parties are striving energeti-
cally to march at the head of these struggles , and to guide them
into the path of victory . In the country of the proletarian dic-
tatorship , the working class is realising the programme of in-
dustrialisation with the aid of the poor peassantry , in alliance
with the main mass of the working peasants , and in the combat
against its class enemies . In the colonial and semi -colonial
countries a new and mighty upsurge of the national revolu-
tionary movement is impending . The Communist International
is labouring indefatigably to unite all these separate lines of
struggle into one united and victorious struggle against the
oppression of imperialism , for the world dictatorship of the pro-
letariat , and for communism .

Agitprop of the E. C. C. I.

The Y. C. I. in the First Decade of
the Comintern .
By R. Chitarow .

Our Young Communist International was among the first
sections to join the Comintern . In the spring of 1919 the Com-
intern was founded as an alliance between the victorious Bolshe-

vist Party and a few revolutionary groups of the West . At
that time it was not yet a stable organisation and in no sense
world organisation . It was then rather a cry from the heart of
the victorious Russian proletariat to the world proletariat , a
rallying cry to the forces to unite in a uniform , closed ranked ,
iron army of world revolution . The proletarian youth were
among the first to hear this call and to follow it . The young
socialist organisations , which even at the very beginning of
the world war had united themselves in an international orga-
nisation and heroically fought against the imperialist war ,
followed spontaneously and almost without exception the ten-
dency of the revolutionary masses of the West European pro-
letariat towards union with the revolutionary Soviet State and
its leader , the Bolshevist Party . When these youth organisations ,
for the first time after the war , gathered in November 1919
for an international congress , there was no longer any question
with whom revolutionary youth would go . It was resolved un-
animously to accept the programme of the Communist Inter-
national and to form a section of the Communist International .
This congress therefore became the foundation congress of the
Young Communist International .
When the revolutionary young socialist organisations re-

solved to enter the Comintern , it was clear to them that the
relation between themselves , on the one hand , and the Com-
munist parties and the Comintern , on the other hand , would
be an essentially different one from that which had existed
before the war between the youth organisations and the Social-
Democratic parties . There was no more distrust of one another
nor fighting , but the closest fighting unity , brotherhood in
arms in the truest sense of the word . Thus the relation between
the Comintern and the Y. C. I. commenced . But as time went
on this first form of association developed into closer co-ope-
ration until they reached the present stage , of which we can
say : We now have the right relationship between the leading
organisations of the fighting proletariat , namely , the C. I. and
its junior organisation , the Y. C. I.
During the first epoch , from the I. to the II . Congress of

the Y. C. I. ( from 1919 to 1921 ) , the Y. C. I. had , indeed , be-
come a section of the Comintern and was working in general
in accordance with its platform and its resolutions , but they
were two independent organisations enjoying equal rights ,
which had concluded a fighting alliance . The programme of the
Y. C. I. , which was accepted by the Congress , expressed this
relationship ; a relationship between two kindred politically uni-
ted organisations but nothing more . The causes of this situa-
tion were obvious . The Y. C. I. came into the Comintern from
outside as an independent force and as such assisted it in the
spreading of Communist ideas in the various countries and in
the founding and organising of Communist Parties . In many
countries , if not in the majority of them , the youth league was

the pioneer section of the Communist movement , the shock troop
of the C. I. This leading position of the youth leagues made
the Y. C. I. even in the first years of it

s

existence , a political
independent force .

The II . Congress o
f

the Y
.

C
.
I. , which took place imme

diately after the III . Congress of the Comintern , made a fun

damental change in this relationship . At that time there were
already formed in most o

f

the European countries Communist
parties which had in general maintained their political aspectand
their existence . It now became clear that two Communist parties
diitering only in the matter o

f

the age o
f

their members could
not exist side by side in the same country . It was necessary

to give the leadership and the chief political work to one of

these organisations . Naturally , this had to be the Communist
Party . The Young Communist League was compelled to hand
over the leadership and submit politically to the Communist
Party . In this sense the II . World Congress of the Y. C.

resolved to make the Young Communist Leagues politically su
b

sidiary to the Communist parties and to leave to the Young

Communist Leagues the proper work for youths , namely , th
e

mass work among the broadest strata o
f young workers . Th
e

resolutions o
f

the II . Congress were only accepted after bi

discussions a
t

the congress . A considerable portion of th
e

d
e
l

gates , including many o
f

the leading comrades of the you
executive , were not yet able to grasp the necessity for th

change . The main fight concerning these resolutions , howeve
commenced in the various countries after the congress . Mu
effort and long dicussions were necessary before the majori

o
f

the members and functionaries o
f

the Youth Leagues cou
be convinced o

f

the necessity for a radical change in the re
l

tionship to the Communist Party .

At the time of the III . Congress o
f

the Y
.

C
.
I. (1922 ) th
e

policy laid down by the II . Congress was victorious all along
the line and from this time onward the relations between th

e

Communist parties and the Young Communist Leagues deve
loped along the new and previously quite unknown path as a

close union between the older and younger generation under
the absolute and acknowledged leadership o

f

the Communis
parties and the Comintern .

The Young Communist Leagues fought all those year
under the leadership o

f

the Communist parties for the line d

the Comintern . They have not only proved their attachment
the cause o

f

the C
.
I. throughout but have shown their abil

to maintain their position in the Communist movement . Th

development , during these years has embellished the relation
between the Communist parties and the Young Communi
Leagues lies in the hands of the Party ; because , for us Con
lated this relationship in the following manner : The Y
.
C
.

is politically subordinated , but organisatorily independent E

we can now develop this formula still further : For us it is no

clear that political subordination to the Farty means that
general management o

f

the whole o
f

the activity o
f

the You
Leagues lies in the hands of the Party ; because :, for us C

o

munists , organisational activity cannot conceivably be separat
from political activity . This does not mean that the You
Communist Leagues renounced their organisational indep
dence ; they remain organisationally autonomous , as the
stence o

f
a separate organisation , in which Youth can w

and develop independently , is o
f paramount educational

psychological significance . But this organisation_must_and
develop only under the leadership o

f

the Party . This leader

is realised by the resolutions o
f

the Farty and of the C
o

intern , which apply to the Communist movement in gene
by the representatives , which the Farty sends to all bodies
the Youth League and finally by the party members who w

in the Youth League and thereby uphold the leading role
the Party and the proletarian hegemony within the Youth
vement .

Such is now , on the third stage , the relationship betw
the Communist parties and the Young Communist Leag
which relationship is best expressed in the Soviet Union , i

relationship between the Bolshevist Party and the Len
Youth League . This relation is likewise formulated in the
gramme o

f

the Y
.

C
.

I. , which has been accepted by

V
.

World Congress . The Young Communist League , w

under the leadership o
f

the Communist Party , has to edu
the masses o

f

the young workers in the spirit of Commu
and to draw them into the daily struggles , in this manner
forms a reserve for the Communist Party , constantly supp



276 No. 14International Press Correspondence
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the Communist International , calling for the conversion of im-
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vity of the proletarian masses is growing , passing forward from
defence to attack . The Communist Parties are striving energeti-
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into the path of victory . In the country of the proletarian dic-
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the congress . A considerable portion of th
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d
e
l
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.
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V
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t with fresh forces , and serves as an instrument for influencing
he broad masses of young workers ; it is thus the rising gene-
ation of the Communist Party and at the same time it

s

most
mportant fighting force . The Party shares the responsibility

o
r

the activity o
f

the Youth League and must now devote its
attention to the quality o

f

the leadership o
f

the youth move-
ment . It must give more serious study to the problems of the
youth movement and become fully acquainted with them , it

must choose the best comrades for the work of fostering the
youth organisations . It must infuse and reinforce the Party
spirit in the Youth League .
At present the Young Comunist Leagues in the capitalist .

countries are the most devoted supporters o
f

the Parties , the
best comrades in the fight against capitalism and for the orga-
nisation o

f

the revolutionary forces . In the Soviet Union the
Young Leninist League is o

f great help to the Communist Party

in the great socialistic constructive work . It is one of the chief
pillars o

f

the proletarian dictatorship .

We will not permit ourselves to be dazzled by these suc-
cesses . We know very well and this the V. World Congress
has clearly expressed that we have not yet solved our chief
problem , namely , the creation o

f

mass Young Communist
Leagues in all countries . But we are of the opinion that our
past justifies the assumption that we shall be able to perform
this task . Now , when a

s

a result o
f
a fighting union o
f

ten
years ' standing the proper relationship between the Parties and
the youth is established , the Parties must also realise the great
responsibility they bear for the youth movement and must con-
centrate now more than ever upon its support and leadership .

If this is done , we may be quite sure that the Y
.

C
.
I. and its

sections will carry still higher and even more successfully the
standard o
f

the Communist International into the masses of the
working youth .

THE YOUTH MOVEMENT
The Young Workers (Communist )

League of America and the
Struggle against the Right Danger

By John Harvey (Pittsburgh ) .

The political resolution o
f

the V. Congress o
f

the Y
.

C
.
I.

called upon the entire membership o
f

the American League to

abandon the group conflict and break with the existing Party
fractions , establishing complete unity o

n

the line of the C
.
I.

and Y. C. I. and on the basis of a " decided common fight
against the Right deviations in general and against the Right
errors of the Party Executive in particular " . Since the V

.

Con-
gress an Open Letter has been sent by the Y

.

C
.
I. to the Ame-

rican League pointing out its political and organisational weak-
ness and repeating the above directives .

How has the League and its leadership carried out these
directives . Objective conditions in the United States offer par-
ticularly fertile soil for deviations o

f
a Right character . Many

o
f

these wrong tendencies spring from the failure on the part

o
f our young and ideologically weak American Party to under-

stand the extent to which the very growth of U. S. imperialism
has drawn it into the vertex of declining world capitalism .

This , o
f

course , leads to an over -estimation o
f

the strength of
American imperialism and failure to see the unsoundness not
only of present day American "prosperity " but o

f capitalist
stabilisation throughout the world . This leads to an exaggera-
tion o

f the role o
f

American imperialism in prolonging the
present temporary stabilisation in Europe .

The League shared in serious Right mistakes committed

b
y

the Party prior to the VI . Congress viz . under -estimation of

th
e

war danger ; tendencies not to play a sufficiently independent
role in relation to the strike movements ; in serious mistakes
committed in our relations with the Socialists ; in tendencies
Munder -estimate the full importance o

f Negro work , etc.
Many o

f

these mistakes persisted in by the League are the
Consequence o

f

it
s

absolute failure to carry out the directives

o
f

the Open Letter and o
f

the resolutions o
f

the Y
.

C
.

I. and

C
. I. Congresses . Thus instead o
f breaking with the fossilised

Farty groupings , the respective groups in the League have fol-
lowed blindly in their path . Thus when the Majority o
f

the
Party C
.

E
.

C
.

failed to correctly estimate the Trotskyist deve-
lopment in America in relation to the Right danger , calling
Trotskyism the sharpest expression o

f

the Right danger and con-
centrating on Trotskyism to the extent o

f weakening the struggle
against Right tendencies ; the Majority o

f

the N
.
E
.
C
.

o
f

the
League made an equally wrong estimate of this development .

Similarly the failure o
f

the League to adopt the "sharply
critical attitude towards the mistakes o

f

the Party Executive "

called for in the Open Letter , has made it share in many other
serious mistakes . When in analysing the results o

f

the elections

in the United States the C
.

E
.

Č , Majority under -estimated
the radicalisation o

f

the workers and the Minority o
f

the

C
.

E
.

C
.

over -estimated this radicalisation ; the respective groups

in the League faithfully followed in the footsteps o
f

the mistaken
Party estimates . And finally , when a

t the recent Plenum o
f

the
Party lengthy resolutions were adopted on the general situation
by the C

.

E
.

C
. majority and Minority containing fundamental

mistakes , theories of a "second industrial revolution " and the
over -estimation o

f

the role o
f

the United States in the stabili-
sation of Europe in the Majority resolution ; the over -estimation

o
f

the strength o
f

American imperialism in both resolutions , the
League had no criticism to offer but it

s leadership merely divi-
ded itself in the task of helping the respective Party groups in

formulating their respective resolutions .

The League is now confronted by the following tasks .

1
. The League must energetically carry out the directives

o
f the Y
.
C
. I .; this means accepting all decisions of the C. I.

and Y
.

C
.
I. without reservations and breaking with the Party

fractions that it many adopt a sharply critical attitude towards
all mistakes o

f

the Party and better struggle for the liquidation
o
f

the fossilized fractional groupings . That there is only one
course open for the League - either the complete acceptance of
or opposition to the decisions of the Y. C

.
1
. has been shown

clearly by the intolerable attitude o
f

the League towards the
recent Open Letter of the Y. C

.
I. to America . The Party leader-

ship not only appealed against this Letter but held it from the
League memberhip for more than a month and sent to all Di-
strict Committees o

f
the League a statement which sharply con-

demned the Letter . Although the recent Plenum o
f

the National
Committee o

f

the League passed a motion which in words

"accepted the Letter without reservations " , the League leader-
ship has been a passive partner in the slanderous attack on the
Letter by the Party . This attitude on the part of the League
leadership appears all the more serious when we realise that
this statement of the Party contained such unparalleled state-
ments as : The Y. C

. I. has a different line than the C. I.

2
. The Party finds itself face to face with serious questions

of a principle character which demand immediate solution .

These questions will be thoroughly discussed a
t the convention

of the Party which began on March 1st . The League must
seriously study the resolutions of the C. I , and Y. C. I. and all
recent developments in the United States . An obiective approach
by the League to these important questions will greatly help

in the clarification o
f

the League and Party membership and in

strengthening the necessary struggle , against all Right and

"Left " deviations , at the same time dealing a strong blow at
the continued existence of factionalism in the League and Party ,

which only hinders the solution o
f

the many serious problems
with which the Movement is faced .

3
. The Convention of the Party which has just been con-

cluded is the first one held since the Party became the recog-
nised leader o

f important struggles o
f

the workers in different
sections o

f

the country . At the same time the Party finds itself
far from adapted for the important tasks that spring from the
growing favourable situation for building the Party and leading
even bigger struggles o

f

the workers . This is because the Party

is still seriously isolated from the basic section o
f

the American
workers and handicapped by a very bad inherited national and
social composition . The League can best help the Party in
overcoming these difficulties by greatly improving its own na-
tional and social composition . At the same time because its
national composition is more homogeneous than that o

f

the
Party and because the young workers play a special role in

leading the struggle of the foreign born workers in the basic
industries , the League can play an important part in over-
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