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TRADE UNION 

NOTES 

By GEORGE F MILES 
FAIRY TALES FOR 
INFANTILE COMMUNISTS 

It was to have been expected that the 
Seventh Comintern Congress would be 
forced to take note of the gradual and 
piecemeal change which its own trade 
union line has undergone during the last 
period of time but we confess that the 
cynical and sycophantic manner in which 
this was done amazes even us who should 
by this time be pretty well hardened to 
the wiles of Comintem diplomacy. 

Is there, anywhere in the Comintern, --------------------------:---A-:------:1-::0---:1::9::3::5- 1 a Pioneer so naive as to believe that theVol Iv No 32 Saturday, ugust , . • ' • break with the historical Leninist ap-

.Addrea• ••ii to Box 68 Station "0", New York Cit:, 

Olgin Takes Class Struggle 
Out of the United Front 

How rapidly the Communist Party, 
which only yesterday was committed to 
the most fantastic ultra-leftism, is now 
sinking in the swamps of the rottenest 
opportunism, can be seen from the ar
ticle by M. J. Olgin in the Freiheit of July 
26, 1936. One need not be a prophet to 
foretell that this article- will probably 
constitute an important landmark in the 
history of the opportunist degeneration 
of the C.P. now under way. In order, 
therefore, that its significance should not 
be missed, we want to call particular at
tention to some of its leading ideas. 

"In the united front, it is not a 
question of parties. One can be a Re
publican, or a Democrat or a Socialist 
or a Communist-but if he is ready 
for a certain social action . . .  he can 
be a partner in the united front." 

Here we have the old ultra-leftist 
"united front from below" resurrected 
for the sake of bolstering up the op
portunist "people's front!" Isn't it 
about time for Olgin to find out that a 
united front is not made up of individuals 
but of organizations, that only organ
izations can be "partners" in a united 
front? And, in any united front that is 
to serve the class interests of labor, or
ganizations of an officially capitalist 
character, Republican and Democratic or
ganizations, in particular, have no place! 
What is Olgin planning-a "people's 
front" in this country to include Repub
lican and Democratic clubs, Representa
tive Marcantonio, General Smedley But
ler and "Father'' Devine? 

But Olgin does not keep on guessing. 
He blurts it right out: 

proach to the trade unions came about 
in 1929 without the knowledge of Stalin? 
Apparently Pieck would have us think so 
for he maintains just that in his speech 
at the Congress. For a period of six 
years, we are told, the Parties of the 
Comintern cheerfully continued to smash 
th� reformist unions, painfully con
structed model, brand new, revolution
ary unions and ruefully watched these 
same unions disappear almost as fast as 
they were built. 

All this time, mind you, Stalin was op
posed to these goings-on but being very 
tender in his relations to his comrades 
in other parties he did not have the heart 
to call them to order for having forgot
ten the excellent advice which he sup
posedly gave them in 1926. This is of 
course in line with the very comradely 
treatment which Stalin is known to have 
meted out to all comrades in the Russian 
and other parties who disagreed with him 
from time to time. Such at least is the 
fairy tale for infantile communists which 
Wilhelm Pieck would have us believe. 
Here it is: 

Books of the Age 
by Bertram D. Wolfe 

MARXISM, A Symposium by John Mac
Murray, John Middleton Murry, N. A. 
Holdaway, and G. D. H. Cole. Wiley. 
245pp., $2.00. 
John Middleton Murry sets the tone 

for this symposium by contributing an 
introduction on "Marxism in General" 
and more than a third of the total work. 
This is unfortunate for his associates, 
especially for Professor MacMurray, 
since John Middleton Murry is a bit daft 
and his official omnipresence in the book 
causes an unmerited reflection on the 
company he keeps. Cole's revisionism 
is more subtle and restrained than usual, 
N._ A. Holdaway offers what in the main 
is intended as an orthodox Marxian 
presentation of economics, and Professor 
MacMurray has contributed a really good 
article on materialism, but over the whole 
work hovers the puckish spirit of John 
Middleton Murry and his cretin oppor
tunis'm dressed up in the giant's clothes 
of revolutionary Marxism. 

Murry devotes his efforts to an at• 
tempt to demonstrate that Marxism is 
"true Christianity"; that price to the 
Marxist "is an illusion"; that Marxism 
in England will not be a working�class 
doctrine but a classless one to win the 
"elite of all classes," but probably never 
the labor movement or the unconscious 
masses; that "to be successful in this 
country a Marxian socialist movement 
will have to be, substantially, a move
ment of converted bourgeois"; that the 
Trade Unions are "bound to become in
creasingly conservative or bourgeois"; 
that Britain has nothing to learn from 
the Soviet Union because it already pos
sesses modem industry; that "Marxis-m" 
in England requires a "gradual and de
mocratic evolution into State-Capitalism" 
with the hope that it may eventually 
evolve into Socialism without the master 
class realizing it and using force against 
it! 

Cole, like Murry, is obsessed by the 
importance of the middle-class in Eng
land and insists that "Marxism" must 
reject "Russian Communism" in England 
since Communism is predicated on "a 

working class with nothing to lose but 
its chains." But as he is far less il
literate than Murry, Cole's contribution 
almost sounds Marxist by contrast. 

Holdaway.'s chapters on the "Economic 
Basis of Marxism" obviously intend to 
present Marxian economics, but they 
suffer f'rom too much a priori -"demon
stration" of economic phenomena be
cause dialectics "requires" them to be 
so, are' one-sided and inadequate, over
complicate certain simple things and 
over-simplify certain complicated ones. 
As a whole they would exJllain very lit
tle to one not understanding Marxian 
economics in advance, and would rather 
tend to instil doubt and confusion than 
understanding and conviction. 

On the other hand, Professor John 
MacMurray's section· on " Philosophical 
Presuppositions" is an excellent presen
tation of some of the implications of the 
dialectic materialist conception of the 
unity of thought and action, . of theory 
and practice. It gives a brief and bril
liant critique of idealism from the stand
point of its function as an unconscious 
maker or mismaker of history and brake 
on social change; • an original presenta-· 
tion from the same standpoint, of some 
of the defects of mechanism and prag
matism; a clarification of the Marxist 
use of the term ideology and of the so
cial functions of ideologies. It is weak 
and trivial on the score of dialectics, but 
despite certain errors of formulation, 
strong and even original in its presen
tation and clarification of the points 
enumerated above. This section is well 
worth reading. It is unquestionably the 
best academic presentation of Marxist 
philosophy so far made in the Anglo
American world. It is unfortunately 
likely to be misjudged as a result of 
the "company it keeps." Even if that be 
company . of Profess(lr MacMurray's 
choosing and indicative of where he 
stands politically, this essay is worthy 
of a better fate. We hope that Wiley, 
or the English co-publisher, will arrange 
to reprint it as a separate pamphlet. 

It is well known that Olgin is now en
gaged in administering a stern rebuke 
to the "hot-headed young left wingers" 
whose training in the Madison Square 
Garden school led them to create a dis
turbance at the recent Jewish conference 
at the Pennsylvania Hotel. The article 
referred to is intended to serve as the 
theoretical foundation for the rebuke and 
it is therefore entitled: "The United 
Fron�What It Is and What It Is Not." 
We are not concerned so much with the 
glib superficialities that in Olgin's writ
ing always take the place of thought; we 
are concerned primarily with the very 
startling conception of the united front 
that emerges from this article. 

"Let us imagine that Herbert Hoo
ver would want to join the united 
front of protest against Nazi terror. 
Let us imagine that, in the united 
front, there would also be war veter
ans who would remember how Hoover 
ordered the bonus marchers to ·be 
shot. If the veterans should utilize 
the united front conference to demon
strate against Hoover for his brutal 
action against the bonus veterans, 
how would they look? They would 

"There were cases of brilliant or
ganizational work but there was un
derestimation of the fact which Stalin 
emphasized in 1925-that the average 
worker saw his safety in the Trade 
Unions, be they good or bad; in the 
United States for a long t-ime Com
munists considered the American 
Federation of Labor as only a strike
breaking organization and saw only I=================================== 

The united front, Olgin assures us very 
learnedly, is not a "party"; it is not a 
"block"; it is not even a "political al
liance." "The united front,' he finally 
concludes, "is the coming together of 
various social groups in order to carry 
out a certain action at a certain time." 
Note carefully: "a coming together of 
various social groups . . . .  " For Olgin, 
classes have already ceased to exist and 
class distinctions are of no account. His 
"united front" is composed simply of 
"social groups"-a temn that covers any
thing and everything, patriotic societies, 
trade unions, churches, political parties, 
chambers of commerce and who knows 
what else! What has this in common with 
the united front in the Leninist sense? 
What has this in common with the con
ception of the united front as a united 
labor front, as a "coming together" of 
workers' organizations of various view
points for a common purpose? Olgin's 
formulation is not the result of more 
ignorance nor is it due to the conf4sion 
of the united front with alliances of the 
proletariat and non-prol�tarian sections 
of the toiling masses. No! It is delib
erate repudiation of the class base of 
the united front in the interests of the 
opportunist adventurism of the "people's 
:front!" 

Olgin proceeds along the same line of 
argument: 

Green and such leaders and overlook
Pd the average member." (Daily 
Worker, Monday, July 29, 1935). 

Stalin, you see, was right all the time. 
It was only a few Communists here and 
there who made these mistakes. How 
Lozovsky must have smiled in his beard 
while this was being said! 

be disrupters." SOME C. P. GUTTER 
This is nothing short of monstrous. POLITICS 

Our "Communist" strategist is already From day to day the Communist Party at the point where he can well imagine continues, to the amazement of all, to Herbert Hoover in his "united front"' reach and surpass its stupidities of yesHe is already scolding the veterans for terday. In the recent election in the booing Hoover at such a united front .Doll and Toy Union in New York the meeting! What a miserable farce! Any C.P. people allied themselves with a united front in which Herbert Hoover, group of disgruntled individuals who at
the representative of the most vicious tempted to make of the union a racket enemies of the working class· in this for themselves and issued election macountry, could participate, �uld be no terial of such scand;ilous �haracter as to 
place for any labor organization or for challenge belief. any decent, forward-looking man or wo- These great revolutionists did not hesman, for that matter! This Olgin has itate to use the cry of Communists in the audacity to prate about "class col- their appeal to the Catholic workers in laboration" in the unions at the same the union. Speaking of the leading memtime that he brazenly blesses the gros- bers in the progressive administration sest for,m of class collaboration conceiv- this document ,says: "'These five are 
aMe! Imagine a person of this type members of the Lovestone Group 'Comlecturing the veterans as "disrupters" munist Party', so you see this progresfor very properly demonstrating . against sive group is under the directions of Hoover on each and every occasion pos- Communist leaders .... " sible! If this be not enough they go on to This is what the Communist Party has make the� most slanderous charges co·me to, in the words. of the editor of its against one of the most active officials most influential paper, the Freiheit. in the union. These sterling Commu

rvsts proceed to say about him: " Also, 
we do not want to disclose or mention 

Navy Threatens Intervention 
In Camden Shipyard Strike 

must raise its voice in vtgorous protest
at this most dangerous and reactionary 
step of the New Deal capitalists against 
the trade union movement. 

The strikebreaking role of the gov
ernment is nowhere so clearly exposed as 
in the strike of the shipworkers in the 
Camden yard. There where the Navy De
partment has placed an order for 7 w�-
ships, the workers have struck for a hv-

Seventh C.I. Congress ing wage. 
The Navy Department, the government (Continued from Page 2) 

officially has begun negotiations with the Lines are changed, made wrong, corcompan; to attempt to settle the strike. rected, made wrong in new directions, 
In plain worcls this means that the armed from above, mechanically, without conforces of the government may be called sultation. Mechanical transference is 
into play. This would not be a mere condemned at last in words, but persjsts repetition of the calling out of the Na• in deeds, trarn;ference from Soviet diplo
tional Guard in recent strikes. In those macy to French revolutionary struggle, 
situations the government posed as a de- from France to all lands. Even if there 
f<"nder of law and order, an impartial were no new errors, there could be no arbiter. Here the Navy is the govern- health till that regime were altered. 
ment, the customer, the armed force, and But today there are new errors, errors the open strikebreaker. If this prece- involving fu•damentals-, not tactics, erdent is set, the War Department could in- rors which if persisted in, systematized sist on smashing a strike in the auto in- and carried out in action, will provokedustry on the grounds that the delivery the gravest crisis the working class has of army trucks was being held up. known since ;\ugust 4, 1914. 

The government, in its march towards Now it is the duty of every loyal Com-

WORKERS AGE SUMMER DRIVE 
what kind of relation he had w-ith the 
boys that were working w,ith him, one 
thing we are sure, that he is not a nor
mal man." 

super-militarization, is out to smash not munist to take up the fight ·to prevent 
merely anti-war sentiment, but the real · this danger. It overshadows all others. 
ba:.;is of an anti-war struggle-!he or- This struggle against the danger of opganized workers at the key pomts of portunist and chauvinist degeneration war industry. No method will be left should not take as long as the not yet untried. Henry Roosevelt, Assistant completed six year struggle against secSecretary of the Navy, said that so far tarianism. It is easier to convince revthere had been no requests for an in- olutionaries, and the loyalites are revovestigation to determine whether "Reds" lutionaries, on basic principles than on were behind the strike. "But," he said, problems of strategy and tactics. It dare "if the situation grows critical, the Navy not last so long. But it must be mucJl will make such an investigation." more intense. Time presses. History 

ALMOST ENDS - ONE WEEK TO GO 

August 1 finds the $16 00 summer sus
taining fund uncompleted but within 
easy reach. The campaign committee 
has therefore decided to give our com
rades in New York and out of town one 
more week in which to cash in on their 
pledges. We are certain that the ap
proximately $3 00 still to be raised can 
be secured within one week if our cam
paign committees in the various units 
get busy now. The same applies to work 
on collection lists. We are glad to see 
that a large number of workers in vari
ous trade unions have made contributions 
on collection lists. We believe that this 
field for funds to assure the uninter
rupted appearance of Workers ·Age dur
ing the summer, has not yet been ex
hausted. 

We urge all comrades and :friends to 
speed the work and end the drive within 
a week. 

Anonymous (thru Ellen Ward) ... 1 0.00 
Ellen Ward ..................... 6.00 
Bert Wolfe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 6.00 
Sympathiser (List No. 1 42) ...... 6.00 
Dressmaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1.6 0 
Collection list (Frieda Zweibaum) 2.6 0 
Pearl Halpern . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6.00 
Lillie Gordon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00 
·schleiffer on List No. 103 ......... 1.00 
Bob Lewis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00 
S. Senensky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 6.00 
Mary . Lawrence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.7& 
R. Macklin and L. Michaels . . . . . . 6.00 
E. Frances .. ... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00 
B. Brandon ........ ............ 2.00 
Eva Schlachter on list 114 . . . . . . . 3.00 
Jack Roberts ................... 6.00 
Anne Larkin . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00 
Ida Alpert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00 
Beatrice Evans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 3.00 
A. H. E. . ...................... 1 0.00 
M. Skoplyanac . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 6.00 

We could go on with other equally 
edifying excerpts were it not for our 
revulsion against the slanders of these 
degenerate illiterates posing as. Com
munists. 
S PLITTERS BID 
FOR POWER 

Within the next several weeks the fur 
workers will be called upon to vote for 
officers. In the course of the last sev
eral weeks it has already be<10me clear 
that Gold and his clique have learned 
very little. They have begun a cam
paign of extermination against all in the 
union who refuse to bend the knee to 
the will of King Gold. The old methods 
of "buying and selling" are being re
sorted to in the hectic drive o:f Gold to 
return to power. 

It is up to the workers to put the dis
rupters like Gold in their proper place 
where they can no longer sow division 
and dissension. 

The attitude of a decisive group was cries aloud for a sound stand on thest clearly expressed by Rep. Fenerty of questions. Every day's delay is dangerPennsylvania,. who said: "The Cramps ous. Tomorrow, the day after, there shipyard has been too long ignored • • • will, there must be unity on revolutionthere are no labor conditions at the yard ary principles, on healthy organization, of a k-ind to halt the progress of the on sound tactics. But today, now, every construction." revolutionist, every loyal Communist 
No conditions for the workers, no must rally to the Communist Opposition 

union to fight for and hold conditions- for an uncompromising, irreconcilable, 
this determines the government's labor hard-hitting struggle against the poison 
policy. The military program of im- of opportunism before it gets absorhec 
perialist America not only in the long into the system of the International an<i 
run spells disaster for the American destroys it as the organism of revolu
workers but in its immediate implica- tionary struggle.· That is thl! task set 
tions is' a threat to unionism. Here is by the Seventh Congress deliberations as 
plainly written the opposition between so far recorded. That is the road, the 
the interests of the -capitalist govern- only road, to Communist unity and vic-
ment and the workers. tory. 

One force can-if it will try its 
strength-stop this. The A. F. of L. 

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED 
F. and N. Vrataich ••••• ••••••••• 6.00 l.--------------------------------,1

SPECIAL SUMMER 
OFFE R 

WORKERS AGE (As of August 1, 1935) 
PREVIOUSLY LISTED ...... $1, 099.7 0 
Clarence Jenkins ........... _ ..... 2.00 
Louis Jordan ........... ........ 1.00 
P. J . ........................... 6.00 

Ray Michaels .................. : . . 6.00 
S. Kass ............ : . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 
George Weiss .. .-. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 1.00 
Joe Farber ............ , ......... 2.00 
Hassenberg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00 
Fried ... :.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 6.00 
H. Linn ................ , . . . . . . . 6.00 
L. J . ............................. 1.00 
Joe Austin ...................... 1.00 
A. R. ........................... 1 0.00 

GRAND TOTAL ......... $1,23 0.46 
STILL TO GO ........... $ 269.66 

AT FIRST GLANCE 
( Continued from Pag, 1) 

ment: which is so bankrupt, look into 
the proposition of taxing the Trinity 
Church and all other religious institu
tions in order to get more money for 
meeting the mounting relief bills and in 
order to end the pestiferous sales tax. 

We are not optimistic about the fate 
awaiting our suggestion. 

MOON-LITE DANCE 
at the 

LIDO ROOF GARDENS 
146th Street, bet. Lenox and 7th Avenues 
Friday, August 9th, at 8 P. M. 

To Welcome 
THE STUDENTS OF THE NATIONAL TRAINING SCHOOL 

Au��es: COMMUNIST PARTY, U. S. A. (OPPOSITION) 
NEW YORK DISTRICT 

ADMISSION, 4k 

P. 0. Box 68 
Station 0 
New York City 

Enclosed find 26c - 76c - $1.6 0 
a 2 mo. - 6 mo. 1 yr. sub to 
Workers Age. 
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