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The Session of Enlarged Executive Com-
mittee of the Communist International

By C. E. Ruthenberg

Second Session of
the Enlarged Execu-

tive Committee of the
Communist Internation-
al since the Fifth World
Congress, was held in
Moscow from February 17 until March 15. In
addition to the members of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Communist International and the
additional delegates which the constituent par-
ties are entitled to send to the Enlarged Execu-
tive Committee sessions there were present large
delegations from the German, French and Am-
erican Parties which gave the sessions in some
degree the character of a small world congress.

The agenda of the Executive Committee in-
cluded the questions:

1. The present political situation and the tas.ks of
the Communist Party.

2. The trade union question.
3. Work among the masses.
4. The reorganization of the apparatus of the

Comintern.
5. The German question.
6. The British question.
7. The French question.
8. The American question.

C. E. Ruthenberg, the General Secretary of the
Workers (Communist) Party, was one of the dele-
gates of the American Party to the Enlarged' Ses-
sion of the Executive Committee of the Communist
International and took part in its deliberations. He
was elected to trie Presidium of the Executive Com-
mittee.

The Political Situation.
The principal debate

CONTENTS
Page.

The Enlarged Executive of the Communist Inter-
national, by C. E. Ruthenberg 339

The Plenum of the Executive Committee of the
Y. C. I., by Herbert Zam 343

The Passaic Textile Workers' Strike, by Ben
Gitlow 347

Trade U n i o n Capitalism Undermines the Brother-
hoods, by Jack Kennedy 352

What Price the British Empire? by Wm. Dunne.... 356
After Garvey—What? by'Robert Minor 362
The Soviet Un ion in 1926, by Wm. Z. Foster 366
"It Still Moves ," by J. Louis Engdahl 370
Problems of Party Training, by Bertram D. Wolfe 374
Marx and the Trade Unions, by N. Auenbach 378
Review 3S1

took place on the gen-
eral political situation
and the tasks of the"
C o m m u n i s t Party,

theses on which were submitted by Comrade
Zinoviev as chairman of the Communifit Inter-
national.

At the session of the Enlarged Executive held
early in 1925, the Communist International gave
as its estimate of the situation of world capital-
ism that in comparison to the situation which it
faced in the years immediately following the end
of the imperialist world war capitalism had
achieved a certain measure of temporary stab-
ilization. This frank admission was hailed by
the capitalist statesmen and the social-demo-
cratic supporters of capitalism as an admission
by the Communist International that world pro-
letarian revolution was an illusion and that capi-
talism had overcome the forces let loose by the
war and was re-established on a firm foundation.

The thesis of the 1925 Enlarged Executive of
the Comintern, of course, was not what the capi-
talist and social democratic enemies of the world
revolution tried to make it out to be. The En-
larged Session of the Communist International
did not say that capitalism had succeeded in
overcoming the forces of disintegration brought
into existence by the world imperialist war and
that a period of world revolution and the over-
throw of capitalism was at an enrl. What the
Enlarged Executive Committee of 1925 did say
was that relatively to the situation which ex-
isted in the five-year period immediately follow-
ing the war, capitalism had achieved a breath-
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ing spell thru, partial and temporary stabiliza-
tion.

This estimate of the situation of world capi-
talism was confirmed by the 1926 Session of the
Enlarged Executive Committee. However, the
Enlarged Executive Committee, while confirm-
ing the estimate of the year before, took note
of new developments of capitalism which, tho
not indicating the end of the period of partial
stabilization, indicated a weakening of the stab-
ilization.

This weakening of the stabilization of capi-
talism found its expression in the economic and
financial condition which existed in a number of
the major capitalist countries.

In Germany the improvement industrially
which followed the adoption of the Dawes' Plan
had been succeeded by new industrial crises and
unemployment reaching into the millions with
no apparent way for German capitalism to over-
come the situation in which it found itself.

France was facing a continuous financial
crisis, government after government disappear-
ing from the scenes because of their inability to
find a solution for the French financial prob-
lems. The financial situation is an ever threat-
ening factor which may at any moment develop
to a deep crisis undermining the whole structure
of French capitalism.

Poland is in a period of deep-going economip
and financial depression. The hardships and
suffering of the Polish workers as a result of
the crisis in Poland have already resulted in the
shooting down of workers in the streets be-
cause of their demand for relief from intolerable
conditions.

The tendency of capitalism in Great Britain
is distinctly downward. Production in the Brit-
ish industries has not regained its pre-war level.
British capitalism has a permanent army of un-
employed of 1,200,000 workers. These facts in-
dicate that British capitalism has reached its
apex and is now in a period of decay.

This view of British capitalism was consid-
ered too gloomy by some of the British delega-
tion. They pointed to the improvement in the
profits of certain British corporations and to the
policy of British capitalism of exporting capital
to the colonies and building up the industries
there and taking the profits from these indus-
tries. It was the opinion of the Enlarged Ex-
ecutive Committee, however, that the latter
process would hasten the downfall of British
capitalism by creating competition in the col-
onies for British industry.

Blows at Imperialism,
Another factor weighing against the tempo-

rary stabilization of capitalism is the revolt in
the colonies and imperialistically exploited coun-
tries against imperialist capitalist domination.
The successes registered by the people's revolu-
tionary movement in China and the struggle
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against French imperialism in Morocco show
how insecure is the basis of capitalism.

In this field, the year that has gone by has
shown a definite strengthening of the move-
ment against capitalist imperialism by the colo-
nial peoples which has had the effect of weak-
ening capitalism internationally.

The Soviet Union.
The continued favorable progress of the So-

viet Union in rebuilding its economic structure
and giving a higher standard of life to the work-
ers is also a powerful factor operating against
world capitalism. The year since the previous
session of the Enlarged Executive has been not-
able for the number of workers' delegations who
have visited the Soviet Union. From all over
Europe these workers' delegations had come to
investigate the conditions in the Soviet Union
and to return to their home countries and spread
among the workers the fact of the achievements
in the Soviet Union.

As the Soviet Union overcomes the difficulties
arising out of the breakdown of Russian indus-
try in the imperialist war and the years of revo-
lutionary struggle and improves the standard of
life of its workers and peasants, its influence as
an inspiration to the workers of other countries
grows, thus serving to strengthen the will to
struggle against capitalism on the part of these
workers.

New Developments Among the Workers.
The effect of the foregoing factors upon the

working class can be seen in the new develop-
ments which have come to light among the Eu-
ropean workers.

The letter of the Executive Committee of the
Independent Labor Party of Great Britain urg-
ing the amalgamation of the Second and Third
Internationals is an expression of the pressure
from the working masses for a more favorable
attitude towards the Soviet Union and the Com-
munist International. A speech by Otto Bauer,
leader of the Austrian Social Democracy, in
which he very materially modified the position
he had taken at the Marseilles Congress of the
Second International, and adopted an almost
friendly attitude towards the Soviet Union, ex-
presses the growing sympathy and support of
the Soviet Union among the working masses and
further the growth of the will to struggle against
capitalism, which forces even such an enemy of
the Soviet Union as Bauer to trim his sails.

The United States,
The exception noted to this general viewpoint

in regard to the situation of international capi-
talism was the United States. The Enlarged
Session of the Executive Committee of the Co-
mintern which has just recently completed its
work will be notable for the fact that for the
first time the role which the United States is
playing in relation to world capitalism was given
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adequate consideration.
The Enlarged Executive Committee recog-

nized the fact that so far as the United States
was concerned capitalism was still on the up-
grade, that is, that it is still developing and
strengthening itself.

The role which American capitalism is essay-
ing in Europe is that of the savior of capitalism.
More and more, the European capitalist coun-
tries are dependent on the loans and investments
of the American capitalists. Their financial de-
pendence upon American capitalism has its re-
verse side in the growth of the influence of the
United States as the dominant imperialist power.

As a means of fighting the imperialist domina-
tion by the United States the Enlarged Execu-
tive Committee raised the slogan, "A Socialist
United States of Europe."

The economic and financial strength of Am-
erican capitalism and the fact that American
imperialism is now looting the entire world has
found its expression also in the working class
movement of the United States. The view of
the Enlarged Executive Committee is that the
labor movement of this country has taken great
strides toward the right. In expressing this es-
timate of the situation, the Enlarged Session
did not overlook the fact of crises in certain
industries due to special developments in these
industries, such as textile, mining, needle trades,
and consequent left tendencies among the work-
ers in these industries. However, the main line
of the development of the labor movement in
the United States has been towards the right and
the Communist Party in this country must reck-
on with this in formulating its policy.

The Work of the Communist Party.
The conclusion drawn from this estimate of

the world situation by the Enlarged Executive
Committee was that the condition for the build-
ing of the influence of the Communist Party
was more favorable than the year before. The
new developments among the working class
movement favorable to the Soviet Union and the
Communist International required, in the opin-
ion of the Enlarged Committee, more energetic
action by the Communist Party in applying the
united front tactic and thru this tactic approach-
ing the broad masses of the working class move-
ment and drawing them into common struggle
with the Communists. In the European coun-
tries where strong social democratic parties ex-
ist, the Communist Party must in this situa-
tion approach closer to the social democratic
workers and endeavor to win them from the in-
fluence of the social democratic leaders. The
conditions are favorable for success by the Com-
munist Party if it adopts the proper tactics in
this field.
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The work of Bolshevization which the last
Enlarged Executive Committee emphasized as
the task before the Communist Party in the per-
iod of stabilization has made considerable prog-
ress during the year past and must be carried
to conclusion. This includes the task of reor-
ganizing the party on the basis of the shop and
street nuclei.

This summary of the situation of internation-
al capitalism and the situation in the labor move-
ment was accepted by the delegates present with
the exception of Bordiga of Italy who opposed
strongly the viewpoint of the Enlarged Session
on the question of reorganization and in regard
to the inner party situation in a number of the
parties and on this account voted against the
thesis on the'political situation.

The Trade Union Question.
The trade union question was the second im-

portant point on the agenda of the Enlarged
Session. No vital differences of opinion devel-
oped in the discussion of the work of the party
in the trade union. The theses on this question
proposed by Comrade Losovsky summarized the
achievements of the Communist International
in this field, emphasized the fundamental impor-
tance of the work in the trade unions, told in de-
tail the progress that had been made in the cam-
paign for world trade union unity and made a
survey of the errors in the various parties in
their tactics on the trade union field.

The theses adopted urges all the parties to
more energetically than in the past take up the
task and carry on the propaganda for world
trade union unity and for establishing the in-
fluence of the Communist Party in the trade
unions with the view to making them fighting
organs of the' workers in the revolutionary
struggle against capitalism.

Work Among the Masses.
The Enlarged Session set up a special com-

mission to study the question of approach to the
masses and methods of drawing them into com-
mon struggle with the Communists. The ex-
perience of such organizations as the Interna-
tional Workers' Aid, the International Red Aid
and the rest indicate that masses of non-party
workers can be organized together with the
Communists for special campaigns on issues
arising out of the class struggle. The fact that
the International Red Aid has been able to build
up an organization which includes millions of
members who support the victims of the class
struggle indicates the possibility of non-partisan
organizations of this character.

The Enlarged Session gave its unqualified ap-
proval to the continuation of the work of the
Communist Party in this field. It urged the
necessity of finding new instruments to spread
wider the influence of the Communist Party over
the non-party workers. It endorsed the organ-
ization, in addition to the existing non-party or-



342

ganizations, of such organizations as the Friends
of the Soviet Union, the Friends of the Colonial
Peoples, Organizations in Opposition to Wars,
etc.

The co-operation of the Communist Party in
building these and similar organizations which
draw large masses of workers into active strug-
gle against the capitalists presents an oppor-
tunity for establishing and extending the lead-
ership of the Communist Patty. They must use
these instruments to the greatest possible ex-
tent.

The Reorganization of the E. C. C, I.
One of the pressing problems before the Co-

mintern as viewed by the Enlarged Session was
in the question of drawing the sections of the
Comintern into greater active and responsible
participation in the work of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Comintern. The question was
raised at the Congress of the Russian Commu-
nist Party and placed on the agenda of the En-
larged Session. A special commission was
created to study the question and its report was
adopted by the Enlarged Executive.

The report emphasizes the importance of ac-
tive participation in the work of the Comintern
by all parties and provides for organizational
changes to achieve this end. Under the decision
as adopted ah" the parties of the Comintern are
required to have their representatives perman-
ently in Moscow and these must take an active
part in guiding the work of the Comintern. An
Enlarged Secretariat of the Comintern is pro-
vided for thru which a Special Secretary is given
charge of each country, or a group of countries,
and a sub-secretariat formed under his guidance
to carefully follow and direct the work of each
section of the Comintern.

In place of a Presidium of the Executive Com-
mittee made up of members who are rarely in
Moscow a new Presidium has been elected con-
sisting of representatives of the parties in Mos-
cow who can actively participate in the work of
the leading body of the E. C. C. I.

The British Commission.
The British party was made a special point

on the agenda not because, as is usual when
some party is placed on the agenda, there was a
factional struggle or controversial political ques-
tion at issue in the British party, but because
the British Communist Party had, thru its work
in the past year, extended its influence to such
a degree that its activities could serve as a model
to the parties of the Comintern.

The report of the British commission called
attention to the fact that the downward tend-
ency of British industry created the economic
basis for the revolutionization of the British
working class. Another factor tending in the
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same direction was the experiences of the Brit-
ish workers with the Labor government.

The mass of the British workers have moved
toward the left. This expressed itself at the last
Trade Union Congress in the stand taken against
British imperialism, in the growth of the Minor-
ity Movement in the British trade unions, and in
the development of a left wing in the Labor
Party and the growth of the influence of the
Communist Party.

The Communist Party was a vital factor in
developing this left movement thru its correct
tactic in the trade union work, that is, thru in-
sisting that every member of the party parti-
cipate actively in the trade unions and endeavor
to win the strategic positions there. Thru par-
ticipation in the day to day work the party has
built up a powerful influence in the trade union
movement. The party has also correctly ap-
plied the united front tactic in relation to the
struggle of the British workers thus establish-
ing its prestige and leadership in the everyday
struggle.

The tasks of the British party were declared
to be: (1) to carry forward its work in the trade
unions; (2) to support further the already great
achievement in relation to world trade union
unity; (3) to bring about the development of sol-
idarity between the British workers and the work-
ers in the British colonies in a common fight
against British imperialism; (4) to carry on an
active struggle against the illusions of liberal-
ism in England and against the idea that the
general strike could achieve the victory of the
working class without developing into a strug-
gle for control of the governmental powers; (5)
to carry on an active campaign to double its
membership during the present year, and thus
develop its organizational strength in propor-
tion to its influence among the masses of work-
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ers.
To the Right or Left?

The three main commissions dealing with the
parties in the various countries in addition to
the British commission were the French, Ger-
man and American commissions. The work of
the American commission will not be dealt with
in this article in view of the fact that the decision
itself will come before the membership of the
Workers (Communist) Party in another form
and the question of any discussion of the de-
.cision will be determined by the Central Execu-
tive Committee at a later date.

The issue in the French party was that of cer-
tain right wing deviations in the party. And
in the German party the struggle was against
the ultra-left tendency within the party.

The commissions which dealt with the situa-
tions in these parties brought in decisions which
sharply criticized the right wing in France and

(Continued on page 373.)

The Plenum of the Executive Committee
of the Young Communist International

"'THE. Communists are
retreating." "The

Communist Internation-
al is gradually dropping
its ideas of violent rev-
olution." These are some
of the expressions one can read in the Social-
Democratic papers, and this is the theme of a
good many of the speeches delivered at Social-
ist Congresses. It is precisely such expressions
as these that show the utter incapability of the
Social-Democratic leaders to comprehend the
tactics of the -class struggle, and their utter
bankruptcy as leaders of the working class. To
them, compromise with the enemies of the
working class is the only form of strategy and
every maneuver in the class struggle they in-
terpret from this standpoint.

The Communists are neither retreating nor
are they revising their principles. They are
adapting then- work to the conditions of the
moment and it is precisely because they
are performing this task well, that the Social-
Democrats are in such a panic. The business
of the Communists in every country is to lead
the workers in the overthrow of the bourgeoisie
and the establishment of a proletarian dictator-
ship. This task assumes different forms in dif-
ferent countries and different periods.

During the present period it is the duty
of the Communists to strengthen their or-
ganizations, to -win a majority of the working
class, to -unify the ranks of the working class
and to prepare it for the next decisive struggle.
This the Communists have been doing, and
every time they come together on an interna-
tional scale to take store of their accomplish-
ments, it is seen that great progress has been
made -and that the rate of progress is ever in-
creasing. Viewed in this light, the last plenum
of the Executive Committee of the Young Com-
munist International marked a decisive forward
step for the young workers of the world and
prepared the way for an ever greater advance
of the revolutionary youth.

Left Tendencies Among thte Young Workers,
If, as a result of the partial stabilization of

capitalism, it has .been enabled to grant to some
sections of the working class better conditions,
the working youth did not share these better
conditions. On the contrary, the conditions of
the young workers in the capitalist countries is
becoming ever more difficult, their wages are be-
ing reduced more and more, while at the same
time they are being used more and more as a

By Herbert Zam
Herbert Zam, the Secretary of the Young Work-

ers (Communist) League of America, was a delegate
to the Plenum of the Executive Committee of the
Young Communist International. He has been elected
to the Presidium of the Executive Committee, the
first American in this position.

weapon of fighting the
adult workers. In some
countries, as in Ger-
many, compulsory labor
laws are even being in-
troduced as a direct

weapon against the young workers. The young
workers are the worst sufferers from the chron-
ic unemployment. As a result of these attacks,
a distinct leftward movement has begun among
the young workers, both among those organ-
ized in the Social-Democratic and bourgeois
youth organizations, and among the trade un-
ion and unorganized young workers. The send-
ing of the youth delegations to Soviet Russia
is only one indication of this left tendency. This
pressure from the rank and file is so strong,
that even religious organizations are -beginning
to take a favorable stand toward the workers'
struggle as compared with their previous anti-
working class attitude.

The left movement among the rank and file
of the young workers has become so strong as
to seriously threaten the hold of the bourgeois
youth organizations and of the reformist trade
union leaders. They were compelled to 'bend
before the storm or be broken. And they bent.
The reformist trade union officials began mak-
ing special efforts to get the young workers into
the trade unions, to issue special demands for
the young workers and even to put up the front
of fighting for their interests. The bourgeois
youth organizations which had hitherto neglect-
ed entirely the interests of their members as
young workers, which had hidden the class
struggle iand had tried to ".mix" the young work-
ers with the bourgeois youth, were compelled
to .include economic demands into their pro-
grams, and to assume a more sympathetic at-
titude toward the working class movement gen-
erally. Thus these measures, and as a result
of the insufficient strength of the Young Com-
munist Leagues, the reformist and bourgeois
youth organizations have managed to keep
within their ranks a large part of the work-
ing class youth.
The Young Communist Leagues and the Work-

ing Youth.
In this situation we find the Young Commu-

nist Leagues not yet in a position to utilize
fully the objectively favorable conditions for in-
creasing their influence upon "the masses of the
working class youth. Most of the Leagues had
not yet learned how to approach the masses
properly, how to make use of every opportunity
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With the 1926 national congressional elec-
tions rapdily approaching the socialists hold
their main problem to be plans for increasing
the party membership and expanding the party's
educational work. Yet the Pittsburgh conven-
tion did not seriously consider either of these
measures.

In spite of the fact that the party constitu-
tion demands a 'Convention report from Con-
gressman Berger on his work for socialism in
Washington, he made no such report. Berger
does as he pleases in congress-, without party
guidance, and so little does the party know of
his activities that the convention actually con-
sidered endorsing the reactionary Dyer-McKin-
ley anti-lynching ;bill, when Berger had intro-
duced a bill on the same subject.

The socialists have made strenuous efforts to-
win new members. Having lost 2,000 more
members after the 1924 fiasco the party grovels
at a new lower level. It ha.s made no progress
during the past year. One thousand new mem-
bers were secured at a cost of $7 each, bufe an
equal number was lost, so the membership fig-
ures remain stationary. It is difficult to ascer-
tain what is meant by the party's educational
work. It conducts no schools. Its literature dis-
tribution has fallen to a minimum. During the
whole year of 1925 a mere 188,445 leaflets were
sold and distributed. The same period saw 95
cloth bound books and 17,832 books and pam-
phlets disposed of, the faintest shadow of an ac-
tivity. It must be remembered that practically
all local socialist publications have ceased to
exist, which means that there is little or no dis-
tribution of literature outside of that actually
accomplished by the national organization.

The "American Appeal."
It was very evident at the Pittsburgh conven-

tion that many socialists placed their last hope
in the American Appeal, the party's official pub-
lication. This weekly was launched in January
when, reports made to the convention declared,
"the movement was at its lowest ebb in activ-
ity, vitality and enthusiasm. . . because of
the substantial effacement of the party as a
national Apolitical organization by the lack of a
national socialist campaign in 1924 and the de-
spair and hopelessness on the part of individual
members as to whether anything could ever be
accomplished."

The American Appeal is patterned after the
pre-war "Appeal to Reason," founded by J. A.
Wayland, but later edited and managed by Fred
D. Warren. The policy of this weekly, that was
privately owned, was to seize on popular is-
sues, some of them having little relation to so-
cialist propaganda, and use them as the bul-
warks of circulation campaigns. Debs was at
one time editor of it. An effort is being made
to transfer this policy to the American Appeal.
The first big subscription drive was to be based
on a "May First Edition" dealing with the liquor
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problem. Debs had announced that this was the
paramount question before the American peo-
ple. This announcement was quickly with-
drawn. Instead the issue dealt with the restora-
tion of Deb's citizenship, supposed to have been
taken away at the time of his conviction under
the espionage act during the war.

The Prohibition Issue.
It is still claimed, however, that the "wet and

dry" issue is a live one from the standpoint of
Socialist Party propaganda. When the subject
was introduced in the convention, half a dozen
delegates from various sections of the country
declared that any stand at all would split their
local organizations wide open. It was finally
decided to leave this matter for the different
states to decide on the various policies they
should pursue. Thus again the socialists ac-
quiesce in the bourbon demand for "state's
rights."

Reject the "United Front."
It was into this sectarian and confused at-

mosphere that the Workers (Communist) Party
sent its appeal for a united front at the fall con-
gressional elections, the hope being to develop
the independent political action of the workers
and farmers under Labor Party standards.

The reply was the usual social-democratic
attack on the Communist International with
added vitriol for the American Communist
movement. Hillquit made an effort to eliminate
some of the language of gutter politics from
the resolution that came before the convention.
He wanted to scent it with the perfume of "dig-
nity." But in this he failed. The national So-
cialist Party insists on holding aloof from unit-
ed fronts in which Communists play a part. It
is interesting to note, however, that socialists
locally do participate in such united front ac-
tivities.

The socialist convention did pass a resolution
demanding the recognition of and the opening
of commercial relations with the Union of Soviet
Republics. But it did not consider the defense
of the Soviet Union.

No Fight for the Foreign-Born.
It did not consider the tidal wave of legisla-

tion in congress set in motion to intimidate, gag
and shackle America's large foreign-born popu-
lation.

It did not take a stand on the important meas-
ures now before congress and, altho it had been
announced that one of the chief objects of this
convention would be to draft a congressional
platform for the fall elections, no such draft
was at any time submitted to the delegates for
discussion and action.

Instead the convention conducted a serious
debate on the question of keeping the party
alive thru adopting sick and death benefit feat-
ures as attractions to party membership. It was
declared that hundreds of thousands of mem-
bers had come into the party and gone out
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again. It is difficult to hold them. It was de-
clared by some of the delegates that if the party
became a semi-fraternal society, with attractive
insurance features, then members would be
loathe to leave its ranks.

"That is a good way for the party to die,"
was the comment of Delegate William A. Toole,
of Maryland, but the delegates voted, neverthe-
less, that a commission should investigate this
matter and report to the next convention.

What remains of the socialist party member-
ship is to be found in those centers where the
party has enjoyed some election campaign suc-
cesses and trade union contacts in the past.
Thus New York, where the socialists still have a
slipping hold on some of the needle trades un-
ions, the membership is the highest. Milwau-
kee with its socialist mayor and congressman,
and many city, county and state socialist offi-
cials, comes next, altho much of its trade un-
ion strength here has slipped away to the LaFol-
lette movement. Massachusetts comes third, be-
cause of the hold that the socialists still have
upon a dwindling number of Finnish workers
grouped about the Finnish daily, Raivaaja, at
Fitchburg.

No Strength in Basic Industries.

Thus the remaining socialist strength is large-
ly artificial. It is nowhere a factor in the great
basic industries of coal, steel or transportation.
Its once extensive influence among the agrari-
an population is completely gone. In Texas, for
instance, the socialist party, for the first t-hree
months of the year, showed an average of only
five members, where formerly it had thousands.

There is vegetation in the tropical jungles
that exists without roots in the soil. Political
parties cannot lead such an existence in human
society and live. They must be rooted in eco-
nomic conditions, representing the interests of
some class. The socialist party, once more in
a national convention, has proved that it no
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longer has roots in any section of the working
class. It cannot exist as tropical vegetation.
Therefore, it must pass away, like the numer-
ous offshoots it gave birth to, during and after
the world war, as well as those semi-political or-
ganizations with which it sought alliances from
time to time in an attempt to continue its own
life a little longer. The American section of the
Second (Socialist) International, the left wing
of world imperialism, passes.

The Session of Enlarged Exec-
utive Committee of the Q I.

(Continued from page 342)
the ultra-left in Germany. What was probably
the most bitterly contested debate of the whole
Enlarged Executive Committee developed dur-
ing the report of the German commission. The
ultra-left attacked the resolution of the com-
mission as indicating that the Comintern was
moving to the right. This view was supported
by Bordiga of Italy, Hansen of Norway, Ruth
Fischer, Scholem and Urbans of Germany.

An editorial in the Pravda sums up the actual
position of the Enlarged Executive Committee
on this subject as follows:

"The conference pointed out that the question of
fight against deviations must always be put con-
cretely, that it is dependent upon the circumstances
and on the situation of the country and party in
question. In France, the deviation to the right is the
more dangerous and it is therefore at this that the
blow should be aimed; in Germany on the other hand,
fire should be concentrated on the left deviation, for
there the deviation of Scholem and others is incom-
parably more dangerous."

The Enlarged Executive Committee followed
this policy; it dealt a blow at the French right
and at the same time hit hard at the German
ultra-left.
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