
No. 51 International Press Correspondence 377 

A word or two about another side of this phase of the 
united front tactic; that is co-operation with such working class 
and near-workmg class political organizations as the Socialist 
Party and the Farmer Labor Party. Towards united action with 
these bodies for such general political demands as the release of 
political prisoners, savmg Sacco and Vanzetti, etc., the Workers' 
Party is favorable and many of its sections are effectively part!Cl
pating in such JOint action. But towards united actions these or
ganizations ·on the parliamentary field we do not have a general 
favorable policy for sundry reasons. First of all, neither the 
Socialist nor the Farmer Labor Party has any actual follow"ng 
amongst the w·Jrking masses. Secondly, on this field the Ameri
can Communists are still new and very weak. They have not 
yet succeeded even in establlshing their own political identity on 
a national scale. Consequently, for the Workers' Party to 
pursue any other policy on this section of the battle line would 
not be unity of action but confusion and suicide. 

To sum up: the broad chasm between the class strength 
of the proletariat and the capitalists in the United States limits, 
for the present, the application of the united front policy to the 
most elementary task of revolutionizing the American working 
masses. Industrially, the Workers Party is advancing the trend 
toward more effective, clo&ely amalgamated fighting unions and 
their united struggle for the immediate, pressing needs of the 
workers. Politically, this policy resolves itself for the Commu
nists into promoting the movement for independent working class 
political action, the formation of a Labor Party on a federative 
basis guaranteeing organizational autonomy and right of criti
cism to constituent units, and joint action for general political 
demands. 

The Communists of America are still before the first and 
most elementary tasks of the revolution and their application of 
the united front JX>licy is calculated to hasten the achievement of 
these basic ends so as to pave the road for the more broad, more 
decisive, and ultimate revolutionary struggle. 

The Trade Unions and the 
Political Levy. 
by Tom Quelch (London). 

The British Labour Party is a loose federation of trade 
unions, Trade Councils, local Labour Parties, and such Socialist 
organisations as the Independent Labour Party and the Fabian 
Society. The q11estion of the affiliation of the Communist Party 
is a matter for consideration at the forthcoming Labour Party 
Conference to be held this month in Edinburgh. 

The finances of the Labour Party are made up of affilia
tion fees from its constituent organisations and contributions and 
donations from individual members. As within the iast ten ve"trs 
the Labour Party has increased in influence and power, it has 
attracted to it quite a large number of ambitious politicians of the 
middle-classes-lawyers, doctors, ex-army officers, etc.--ZJud 
many of these, possessing wealth, make considerable money con
tributions to the support ot the Party. But the chief strength of 
the Labour Party, both from the point of view of members and 
of finance, is drawn from the trade union organisations. 

When the Labour Party was called into beiag, over a 
quarter of a century ago, by the Trades Union Cc>ngress, fl•e 
trade unions decided to levy their members for political purpost•s. 

This was put into effect. Quite large surns of money wer':! 
contributed by the big unions into the Labour Party exchequer. 
Then between 1909 and 1913, the unions, on account of the 
Osborne judgment, were not permitted to make a levy on their 
me!11b~rs. T.he excuse for thi~ judgment was that--so the capi
talist forces m the countrv cla<med--there were manv rn.en in the 
trade unions who were, "politically, not in agreement with the 
policy of the Labour Party. and were supporters of either the 
Liberal or Tory parties. The Osborne judgment decided that if 
men were in agreement with t~e J~abour Party they could indivi
dually make voluntary contnbuhons, but that the unions, as 
such, had no right to impose a levv on all their members. 

A year after the Osborne jtiClgment, the Trade Union Act 
was passed, owing to the volume of pressure brought to bear on 
the Government by the industrial organisations, and the unions 

·were once again empowered to raise funds for Labour Party 
purposes. 

Now, just recently, with the introduction by private members 
in the House of Commons of a Bill to amend the Trade Union 
~ct of 1913, the continuous attempt of the reactionary capitalist 
mterests opposed to the trade union movement to cripple its poli
tical activities and to destroy its unity enters upon a new phase. 

The Bill is really an attempt to throw· the unions back into 
the confusion occasioned by the Osborne judgment. Its purpose 
i~ to !llake it ~mpos~ible for them to. support the Labour Party 
fmanc1ally by 1mposmg a levy on the1r members. Pretending to 

safeguard the interests of the individual trade unionist the Bill 
. requires every trade union which desires to raise a 'fund for 

JX>litical purposes to take a ballot of its members. In this ballot 
at least 50 per cent of the members must vote to make the result 
valid, and a majority of at least 2!l per cent must be recorded in 
favour of the political levy to enablt:: the union to impose it. When 
the ballot has been taken those members of the union who wish 
!o cOJ~tribute to the political fund must intimate in writing their 
mtentwn to_ do so, and renew this intimation every year. 

In VIew of the present crisis in British trade unionism......; 
which has recently suffered a decrease of no less than 20 Jer 
cent of its membership-and the general indifference of 1the 
workers concerning all matters relating to their industrial organi
sations, ~he difficulties of securing a succesful ballot are many 
and vanous, and the further conditions proposed by the Bill 
make th~ possibility of . support for the Labour Party from the 
trade muons very questiOnable. Nor is this all. We are on· the 
eve, in this country, of a General election. And the measUTe is 
in reality a. most ~inister move to cripple the. Labour Party, and 
to prevent 1t securmg that support at the election which it would 
otherwise obtain. 

I IN THE INTERNATIONAL I 
The~ Enlarfjed Executive Committee. 

By Mathias Rakosi. 
Moscow, June 14, 1922. 

The break up of the Commission of Nine marked the 
conclusion of a phase in the fight of the Communist International 
for the united front of all workers. The first attempt to advance 
the desire of the masses for unity through negotiations with the 
leaders of the Second and 2Y. Internationals had to fail because 
the Social Democracy, and particularly that part of it belonging 
to the 2% International, returned after some vaccilation to the 
slogan with which it replied to the first movement in the prole
tariat for unity during Autumn 1921, "the united front of all 
social traitors, reformists and centrists against the Communists!" 

The employers' offensive, the defensive struggles of the 
proleta.riat, the fermentation and the increasing readiness to fight 
m the ranks of the workers expressed in all industrial countries 
in the df'sire to fight with united forces against attacking capital, 
~~!":dy +hwarted ,this plan once and comi,Jt;lled the Macdonald~, 
1 ut,. Adlers and tfanderveldes, who had hJtherto fought so herm
cally in the common front with the bourgeoisie against the Com
munists, to negotiate with the Communist International. 

After the fir.st 1ttempt to advance the united front not only 
from below through the masses, but also from aboVf through 
negotiations with the leaders failed, it was the task of the Com
munis! International to examine the conditions for the con
tinuation of the campaign for the union of the forces of the pro
letariat. The Session of the Enlarged Executive Commitee which 
commenced on June 7th served this purpose. 

Comrades Radek and Zinoviev reported on our experiences 
and the outlook for the united front. They JX>inted out that the 
economic forces, above all the employers' offensive against wagts 
the eight-hour day and the pauperization of the proletariat, 
which combined together gave rise to the feeling of the necessity 
of a joint defensive struggle in the working masses, stiil exist and 
exist in even greater degree than before. The further attacks of 
the exploiters will compel the masses to enter upon new stnwo:les 
and will strengthen the idea of the union of all forces. In accor
dance with that, the activity of the Communist Parties in the near 
future must continue to be conceutratted upon the united front. 

In order to be able to apply the bes.t tactics in this struggle 
our experiences and methods employed hitherto must be examined. 
In the struggle the weaknesses of our enemy were revealed and 
attacked; there also appeared the failings and errors of ~ur 
own Parties. It was found that the organization and above all 
the international discipline of several of the most important 
sections of the Communist Internati~mal left very much to be 
desired. Comarade Zinoviev, subjected the attidude of the French, 
Italian .and in part the Norwegian. Communist Parties to 
sharp criticism. He pointed out how the hesitating execution of 
the slogan of the united front weakened the position of the entire 
International. The chief lesson which he drew from this first 
phase was that our parties do not yet possess the unconditionally 
necessary disciplilte for the successful execution of international 
action. One of our principal tasks in the future must be the 
creation of this discipline. 

The most imJX>rtant resull of the united front campaign up 
to the present is that we no longer stand before the masses as 
" splitters". In spite of the cries of our enemies, th..! simole 
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worker realizea that after we had built up the necessary fighting 
organizations through the c_reati~n of Communist I_>a.rties we 
immediately advocated the umon of the forces of the dlVlded pro
letariat. The Berlin negotiations showed the workers of the 
world who splits the proletariat and who desires to unite it. The 
results of this success of the Comintern are not as visible as an 
election victory but they are profound and of great importance. 

The Enlarged Executive Commitee occupied itself in the 
main with the situation in the French Party. The delegates of 
the Communist Party of France to the Session of the J::nlarged 
Executive in February promised discipline but in reality com
menced an intensive agitation against the slogan of the united 
front adopted by the Enlarged Executive Committee. A syste
:matic campaign against the united front was carried on which 
turned into a campaign against the general policy of the Co
mintern and in which the Ri~ht Wing was strengthened owing 
to the passivity of the Party Centre. The development of a Left 
group was the natural consequence of this situation. 

The situation was sketched out by Comrades Frossard, 
Secretary-General of the Party, Souvarine and Trotzky. In the 
discussion the representatives of the most important Parties took 
part. All the questions relating to the French Party were 
handled from every point of view in the sessions of the Executive 
Committee itself and in the Sub-Commission. The principal cause 
for the development of this situation was the passivity of the 
Centre w:1ich permitted the Right Wing to exercise an mfluence 
upon the leadership of the Party for which it had neither a moral 
right nor the necessary numerical strength. Not only in the 
unikd front but in the questions of the trade unions, of the press 
and organization, ~he activities of these elements showed that 
they are consciously carrying on a reformist policy under the 
mask of verbal radicalism, which led the Party to a grave 
crisis. The Executive took the field against this wing with the 
exclusion of Fabre; the Enlarged Executive demanded the poli
tical liquidation of the Fabre case as well. In various reso
lutions it took a stand uron all the questions affecting the Party 
and demanded a radica change in every field. The criticism 
of the Party was often very sharp but was objective. Most of 
the resolutions were unanimously adopted, securing the votes of 
even the French delegation. In so far as they voted against 
the resolution on the united front or the resolution criticising 
the policy of the present Party Executive they promised the 
sincere execution of these decisions. The resolutions consider 
the collaboration of the Centre and the Left in the sense of the 
decisions of the Communist International and the fight against 
the reformist tendencies within the Party as the way which will 
lead out of the present crisis. 

Comrades Jilek, Smeral and Kreibich reported mi the 
situation in the Czecho-Slovakian Party. There is no crisis within 
the Party; it is merely a question of personal controversies•and 
scarcely perceptible differences in the trade union question. The 
Sub-Commission on the Czecho-Slovakian Party was not able to 
find any fundamental differences within the Party but complained 
of passivity in propaganda and in work within the trade unions. 
The resolution which demands a more active policy of the Party 
was unanimously adopted. 

Comrades Friis and Kuusinen pictured the situation in the 
Norw~gian Communist Party. The Communist Party is there 
pu_rsumg a policy of parliamentarism which is justifiably 
reJected by the Norwegian comrades. The Lian case is no iso
lated phenomenon but the consequence of the ·lack of clarity and 
the indecision. noticeable in the leadership of the Party. 
Under such circumstances there arose an opposition which 
through the rejection of the united front and its inadmissible 
methods of criticism injured the Party. The Executive Committee 
unanimously adopted a resolution on the situation which demands 
a radical chan~e in . the tactics of the parliament fraction of' the 
Party's work m the trade unions and of the press and points 
out the mistakes of the opposition. 

The differences with the Communist Party of Italy arose 
from. the fact that the Party wanted to put the united front into 
practice only in the trade union field. There were also diffe
r~~ces of opinion on tactical questions. However, objective con
ditions compe!l~ the. Party to apply the slogan of the united front 
upon the pohhcal field as well. In the tactical questions the 
Party al~o accepted the standpoint of the Comintern so that after 
two sesswns of the Italian Sub-Commission complete agreement 
was reached. The ques.tion of the Communist Party of Italy was 
therefore not at. all discussed in the plenary session and the 
Enlarged Executive Committee merely laid down the next tasks 
of the Party in a short resolutiOn. 

The discussion ~f th~ S;:ndicalist question was postponed 
and the report of the SituatiOn 111 the German Party was omitted 
because of lack of time. 

The Fo.urth World Congress was set for November 7th, 
1922, the annnersary of the Proletarian Revolution in Russia. 
In addition to the treatment of the tactical and trade union 
questions the chief task of the Congress will be the elaboration of 
the program of the Communist lnternational and of its most 
important sections. If we succeed in giving these Parties a 
.clear Marxist programm adapted to conditions upon the basis 
of mutual experience we will have afforded the Parties and the 
International important and effective assistance. 

In spite ot the " crises " in the various Parties the session 
of the Enlarged Executive Committee proved that the Communist 
movement is being consolidated and is on the increase. The 
crisis and differences discussed are diseases of growth which one 
Party already passed through yesterday and another will 
experience tomorrow. The more the experiences of the various 
Parties are exchanged and made public the easier will the over
coming of these crises be. Conferences such as the sessions of 
the ~nlarged Executive Committee are in this respect of great 
~eryi~e. They . cause the dearly paid for experiences of ~he 
md!Vldu!ll Parties to I?ecome the common property of the entire 
In~ernatwnal. . They bmd more closely the ties of unity through 
this mutual a1d and hasten the growth of the Sections into a 
fir~ . consolid.ated international fighting organization. In 
addition to this, the Enlarged Executive Committee illuminated 
the as yet un~laborat~d or unclear parts of our tactics and 
removed by this detail work a large part of the theoretical 
obstacles hemming the development of the Communist Parties. 
The session of the Enlarged Executive Committee concretely and 
deary outlined the next phase and threrewith solved the problems 
relatmg to the united front which came before it. 

The E. C. of the Co mint ern to the 
Workers of Great Britain and Ireland. 

The Irish proletariat is again being faced with a fateful 
decision. After . prolonged peace negotiations English Imperia
lism is again preparing to coerce the Irish people by force of 
arms. 
. .. ~fte~ all the efforts of the English bourgeoisie to maintain 
Its dommatwn by force of arms had been frustrated by the heroic 
self-sacrificing defense of the Irish people, it was obliged to come 
to an understanding with the Irish bourgeoisie. For the semblance 
of an independent Irish Free State the' representatives of the 
Irish capitalists, Collins, Griffith and Co., sacrificed the fruits 
of the long and successful struggle, and received in return, as a 
Judas reward, the right to exploit the Irish workers together 
with the English bourgeoisie. 

The party of the small peasants and of those workers who 
are not as yet class-conscious, represented by De Valera, saw 
through this game. However, the election compromise which 
this party has arrived at with the Irish exploiters, shows their 
lack of determination to fight against the latter. The working 
elements of this party, and above all the Irish Republican Army, 
which consists mostly of proletarian elements, are justified in 
being indignant at thiS pact, and in seeing in it the beginnings of 
a future betrayal. 

The Irish Labour Party is fully aware that every attempt 
at emancipation on the part of the Irish workers will be hopeless 
until the party will direct its struggle against the twofold oppres
sion of the English imperialists and the Irish capitalists. Never
theless, the Irish Labour Party is much too ·opportunist to con
tinue the revolutionary traditions of ConnQlly or Jim Larkin. In 
all ~uestions concerning real independence and the Irish Re· 
publican Army, the Irish Labour Party does not go beyond fine 
phrases. Instead of demanding complete independence, it clings 
to an ultra-constitutionalism, just !ike its twin-sister, the British 
Labour Party. Instead of supporting the Republican Army ander 
arms, it advocated an army " under the control of the people". 
Confusion and indecision exists in its own ranks, and prevents 
it from being the leader of the Irish Proletariat. 

It is only the young Communist Party of Ireland which 
has the courage and the determination to point to the right path, . 
and to say: 

" It is only after the yoke of the English imperialists has 
been shaken off, that the struggle against the Irish exploiters will 
have any chance of success! It is only after the establishment of 
real independence that the class struggle will be able to develop, 
untrammdled by any nationalist question." 

The attitude of the proletarian majority of the Irh}, Re
publican Army is a proof that the Irish Communist Party, not
withstanding its short existence, is on the right path and repre. 
sents the will of the Irish working class. The clearer and the more 
determined it pursues this path, the sooner will the Englis.h and 


