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of exhaustion.

A vivid account of the situation in the coal fields, written
by special correspondent José Antonio Novais, 'appeared in three in-
stallments in the Paris daily Le Monde [May 29, 20, 31].

An Andalusian, Luils Santiago Lopez, is quoted as saying:
"The fact is that if we're not going to work, it's because we!ve
had enough of being cheated day after day,"

"I've been here five years," the striker continued. "Where
else could I go? Here at least you eat every day, On thHe average
I make three thousand pesetas a month [about $50§. But it!s a
mouse trap, much worse than the !'tercio! [the Spanish Foreign
Legion], You can't get out of it, There'!s no hope, . . To be a
miner or driller, to get decent wages of from six to seven thousand
pesetas, you have to be born in Asturias, Otherwise it's impossible
to learn the trade," - :

While new workers are coming to the mines, others are .leav~
ing. Vicente Toro, a labor delegate in Oviedo, told the correspon-
dent of Le Monde: "In the last three years or so, fifteen thousand
Asturlian miners, among the very best, have gone to other countries,
The workers are leaving; as for capital, it has stopped coming in,"

_ Antonio Novails- describes  the area::

"The Asturias coal basin is mountainous. The minister of
housing had blocks of houses bullt in the towns for the miners,
especlally the immigrants, But-in the hills there are small places
often with less than. a dozen houses and this is where the Asturians
generally live, While the miners in the towns are practically
proletarians, those in the villages are semirural, Almost all of
them have small patches of land which they own. A company bus goes
by each morning to take them to work, When the bus comes down
empty, this means there is a strike, Generally the !'tough ones!
live in the hills, the miners, the drillers ~- those who decide on
a work stoppage in a mine,"

A miner of Vimanés “told Him, "Look, the Asturian is noble,
open, a braggart, We are joining in the strike because welve had
enough, , . Promises, always promises, nothing more than that,"

You would never guess that this big, strong-looking miner
had silicosis,

; "Hore silicosis is our daily bread. . . The Ministry of
Labor seems to have set up norms that are favorable for us., But
then you should see how they are carried out,"

The Asturian 1s an individualist, in the opinion of Le Monde's
correspondent. "An underground political organization hardly exists.
The strike, a product of an intolerable social situation, is led by
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a minority of matural leaders who were formed little by little in
recent years, In Asturias purely ideological questions seem to count
for very little, What counts 1is the prestige of a man capable of
moving his comrades, The Vimanes miner is one of them,"

This "natural® leader of the miners offered a further opinion:
"The strike 1s lost and has been since the beginning. . . In Spain
it is difficult for the workers to win a sirike, but it's the only
weapon we have, The unions are useless, 'The strike is at least a
union of the workers, Every lost strike tightens the bonds among the
Asturian miners,"

In Oviedos, Antonio Novais interviewed a graduate of a social”
school, who told him: "Up until 1950, Asturias was a concentration
camp,. The ’rogulars' -- Moroccan troops -~ and the !'tercio! were
established in the region. Not a miner budged, but later things
changed i o

"What 1s. the cause of this strike?"

. "The first strike in Asturias took place in 1958; then came
the one in 1962, Since then:you could say that it has practloally
never stopped., As immediate..cause of the present strike, you could -
cite malnly the delay in elaborating the new work regulations proms
ised in 1958, In November 1963, Mr, Solis, minister secretary of
the Movement and national delegate of the unlons [the fascist Move-
ment and government unions are referred to], assured the representa~
tives of the Asturian miners who went to Madrld to see him, that-the-
government was going to soon work out another plan for transforming
the coal field, They even promised publication of the regulatlons
by the first of the year, Later they talked about April,” then May

+ « » The miners have had more than enough° the resumptlon of the
strike was ¢neV1table."

"And what are they demand1ng9"

- "I have read a rough draft of the text presented by the mine
commission, It includes two points which, knowing the bosses, are
not likely to be approved, On the one hand they are suppo$scd to lay
out 800 million pesetas in accordance with wage increases, - The min-
ers want a monthly increase of around two thousand pesetas for the
underground workers and fifteen hundred for the surface workors, The
regulations also envisage a system under which representativeés of the
workers could check the company books., . ., Naturally the bosses will
never agree to that formula." o ) :

: Even the - small mlnorlty of miners who admit to belng pro~Franco
‘havo:been affected. by the strike, as the following curious statcments,
made by a delegate of "the José Antonlo Circle in La Felguera, show:

"In a Phalanglst or syndlcalist state, strikes must be banned
and work 'subordinated:to.the interests of the nation, But we livc



under complete capitalism, Vertical syndicalism was not conceived
for a capitalist state like the one we live under. In the best of
cases, this makes our unions unworkable, . . when they're not lean=
ing on the side of the bosses, . . " _

THE DEATH OF NEHRU

The death of Nehru May 27 set loose the usual flood of rltu-.“
alistic verbiage in the bourgeois press about the passing of a
"giant" among men, .

, The eulogles however, were not without-a grain of truth, . .
Nehru was & top success in building a public image that had little-
in common with the real person behind the mask, And he stood in a
class by himself for skill in representing the interests of the capi=-
talist class of India in most difficult circumstances,

Nehru carefully cultivated the appearance of a suave, cultured,
democratic, pacifist-minded, socialistically inclined but Western~
oriented leader of the "Third. World," who, instead of doodling at
conferences, preferred to finger a freshly cut rose.,

. In actuality, he- -was shorﬁ-tempered; inclined to authoritar=-
ianism, and as calculating a politician as the bourgeoisie has pro-
duced anywhere on earth, The fourteen years he spent in prison under
the British 1mper1allsts did not prevent him; after he came to power,
from engaging in mass Jalllngs of political opponents, So much for
his democraoy. ;

His paclfism was a reflectlon of the weakness of the Indian
bourgeoisie in relation to the big imperialist powers on the one
hand and the rising might of the Soviet Union and China on the other,
His "socialism" served two aims., It brought the power and rcsources
of the Indian government to bear in the efforts of the Indian bour=
geoisie to reach the point of economic "take off," It offered "pie
in the sky" to the Indian masses who sought during World War II to
tear their qountry free from the grip of 1mper1allsm and to take it
down the path blazed by the Soviet Union. o

: In neither of these aims did Nehru achieve an outstanding suc-
cess, Indian capitalism remains weak and rickety for all its rapa-
ciousness, Deep unrest stirs among the Indian masses, for in addi-
tion to the example of the Soviet Union, they now have the growth of
China as a gauge of what they might achieve if they break out of the
capitalist framework, What Nehru did gain was postponement of crucial
decisions =~ at fearful cost to the Indian people whose standard of
living rcmains one of the most abysmal in the entire world,

~'Nehru did not impeSe a,dieﬁatorship on India such as Chiang
Kai=-shek imposed on China, This was not thanks to his own inclina~
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tions or to the logic of his policies. It was due to the surging
rise of the colonial revolution throughout Asia and beyond which
compelled Nehru to give the Indian show window an attractive trim.
It was due, also, to the ferment in India and the continued pressure
of the class struggle,

As a bourgeols nationalist opponent of imperialism, Nehru,
like his mentor Gandhi, became endowed with considerable aura., This
was in part due to the policy of the Communist party during the years
of struggle for freedom, By supporting British imperialism during
the  war and defaulting in leading the mass combat for independence ==
in accordance with Stalin's prescriptions -~ the Communist party for-
feited all respect and. the Indian capitalist politicians profited
from this, R B e '

The aura, however, had already greatly faded and in recent
years Nehru found it increasingly difficult to contain the class
struggle and to win more time for the Indian bourgeoisie, Signs of
his "tiredness" were repeatedly observed and commented -on., It is
a characteristic of the class he represented., The Indian bourgeoisie
is already old and tired although he has just appeared in the world
scene as an independent -~ more or less independent =~ force, -

What has proved most exhausting to this bourgeoiéie and its
representatives 1s the perspective of a great new resumption of the
mass movement that broke British political control in-India, -With

Nehruts death, this process may well be. speeded up,

JAPANESE CP EXPELS TWO TOP LEADERS

. TOKYO == The Japanese Communist party expelled two of its top
leaders, Y, Shiga and I, Suzuki, May 21, because of their public
position in support of the Moscow treaty banning the testing of
nuclear devices in the atmosphere, .

The two leaders were members of the inner grouping of the
Central Executive Committee and are well~known members of parlia-
ment, Their support of a Khrushchevist line was intolerable to a
leadership committed to Peking,

The rightist majority of the Socialist party hailed Shiga's
action in voting for the test~ban treaty, The leftist minority in
the same party is opposed to the treaty, in accordance with its
sympathy for Peking, but in casting its votes adhered to the disci-
pline of the majority.

It is quite clear that the deepening rift over the test-~ban
treaty foreshadows two antinuclear weapons congresses next August,
Soviet delegates will probably attend the congress sponsored by the
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Socialist party; Chinese delegates will attend the one sponsored by
the Communist party. The left wing of thé:Socialist party, finding
itself in . a difficult situation, will probably boycott the congress
organized by their own party.

"PRAVDA" AGAIN POINTS TO SPECTER OF TROTSKYISM

: The May 27 issue of 1'Human1té the newspaper “of the French

-~ Communist - party, reports -from Moscow that Pravda celebrated the
fortieth anniversary of the Thirteenth Congress of the Communist
party of Russia by "placing the accent on the important role of this
segsion in the struggle agalnst Trotskyism. . o "

The. dlspatch which was’ telephoned to l’Humanlté continues:
Mrhe. difficulties whlch the Party encountered at the tlme were still
further aggravated by the fact that the Trotskyists, after the
.death of Lenin, sought.to-assemble all the anti-Party elements in
order to develop their splitting activity., The congress completely
approved the policy conducted by the Central Committee in the
struggle against Trotskylsm.

Why thls odd oelebratlon forty years later? A quotation-is:
offered from Pravdas+ "The significance of this defeat ‘inflicted on
the Trotskylsts Dy our Party, the instructive character of this his-
toric experience, are particularly evident today, enabling one to
understand the petty—bourg001s, neo=Trotskyist p051tlons now adopted
by the lcaders of the Chinese Communist Party,."

Pravda's celebration is an obvious retort to Pcking's accu-
sation That Khrushchev is morec "Trotskyist" than Mao, What Khrush-
chev rcally reveals, however, is that his anti=Stalinism is only
skin deep., By celebrating Stalin's 1924 victory, he-celebratecs the
beginning of the process that led inevitably to the one-man dicta-
torship, the blood purges, the frame-up trials, the weakening of the
defense of the Soviet Union -~ all the abomlnatlons in fact which
Khrushchev himself was compelled to admit, if only in part, at the
Twentieth Congress, - Khrushchev is aralnst thc end of tho prooess,
but hails its beginning! s

And without intending it, hec 301ns tho Chinesc in 1ndlcnt1ng
once again that Trotskyism =- the living ideas of rcvolutionary
socialism ~-~ cannot be oblitorated, Evcn less than Stalin himself.
can Stalin's disciples bury Trotskylsm no matter how often they
announcec its decath! _ .
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CONGOLESE GUERRILIA FIGHTERS FORGE AHEAD

0. o Guerrilla fighters in the Congo made a new and significant
gain in opening up a third front, occupying the important towns of
Albertville and Baudouinville in northern Katanga and winning con-~
~trol of the whole Congo shore of Lake Tanganyika.

.~ Up to now, the Congolese guerrilla fighters held two fronts,
the first one in Kouilou in the western Congo, the second in Kivou
province in. the’eastern Congo, In the second front, an important
victory was scored May 19 when guerrilla fighters occupled Uvira,
not” far from the Kivou capital city of Bukavu.

Uvira is at the northern end of the Congo shore of Lake
Tanganyika,. Using Uvira as a base, a column of guerrilla fighters
marched south and seems to have succeeded in occupying Albertville
and Baudouiinville without any serious resistance, e

In fact, it seems certain that the soldiers of the "National
Congolese Army," commanded by the imperialist stooge Gen. Mobutu,
refused to oppose the guerrilla forces at Uvira; and, at Albertville
and Baudoulnville, they joined the ranks of the freedom fighters,

The guerrilla forces have set up their own administration in
Uvira (for Kivou) and in Albertville (for northern Katanga). Their
leader is said to be Soumialot, who states that he is serving under -’
the command of the Committee of National Liberation in Brazzaville,
where most of the refugee leaders of the Congolese nationalist par-
ties are assembled, He says that he is not connected with Plerre
Mulele, the lcader of Kouilou guerrilla fighters, who also declares
that he is serving under the Committee of National Liberation,

At the moment the situation among the Lumumbist, nationalist
forces is not clear, Some, like Gbenyé, wha headed the Lumumbist :
opposition in the Léopoldville parliament before it was suspended by
Kasavubu, seem to be willing to negotiate with Belgian and U,S, im= -
perialist forces in.constituting an alternative government to the
present Adoula regime, They even have contacts with the extreme.
right-wing recactionary forces around Tschombé. Accused of embezzling
funds, Gbenyé was .expelled from the Committee of National Liberation,
The Committec is now headed by Bocheley-Davidson but it is not olecar
how much real authority it wields over the Kouilou, Kivou and north-
ern Katanga guerrilla forces, : o

U.S, 1mperialism has been'exerting pressure on the government
of the -small kingdom of Burundi to stop helping the Kivou guerrillas,

Meanwhile United Nations forcecs arec scheduled to withdraw from
the Congo on: June 30, and the' Léopoldville clique look with forcbods=
ing at the projected ending of massive foreign assistance in the face
of rising popular resistance, They are negotiating feverishly with
Belgian, U,S,, West German and French imperialist representatives for
continued military aid after the UN forces leave,



'CAPRIVI SEEKS INDEPENDENCE ..

Kibwai, the pre31dent of the recently formed Caprivi African
National Union [CANU], is in Lusaka soliciting the support of the
Northern Rhodesia government, — <

The aim of the CANU is to attain self=government (independence)
for the Caprivi Strip, and it is petitioning the United Nations as
part. of its strategy. The CANU is opposed, in particular, to the
1mp031t10n of a Bantustan [segregated reserve] in Caprivi,

The Caprivians number some 15 /000 people and live in the nar-
row tongue of land between Angola Qnd Northern Rhodesia in the north
and Bechuanaland in the south., They have close tribal and linguistic
affinities to the Lozi and Makololo people of Barotseland, Northern
Rhodesia, They live at a very low level of subsistence and most of
the men are recruited as contract laborers for the South African
mines,

The Caprivi Strip is of enormous strategic importance, too,
as the South African Defense Department considers that it may be
through this region that an African Liberation Army would launch 1ts
first attack on South Africa., The Defence Force, in addition to
using the territory as a training ground in tropical warfare, has
also equipped it with a radar statlon and placed unlts of ground
troops there, :

LOAN MADE TO MEET SOUTH AFRICAN RANSOM DEMAND

The demand of the South African government for payment of
£ 331 by Dr, Kenneth G. Abrahams, under threat of throwing out his -
father and mother from their home, was met by a loan while funds
were being collected., [See World Outlook May 22 on appeal for help.]
A two—week deadllne on payment was set by Vorster, Minister of Jus=-
tice, : S

"This is ransom money exacted by the state after I had been
kidnapped by police thugs," Dr, Abrahams stated, "The demand was
made-on May 1, and the money had to be paid within two weeks, or the
house they are now occupying would be attached and sold. Even now
we have had no official notification,

"Not satisfied with having hounded us out of the country and
having separated us from our family and children (whom we have not
seen for nearly a year now), Vorster and his Special Branch are
wreaklng vengeance on my famlly for my terimes.,'" Dr, Abrahams!
crimes are political; namely, opp031tlon to the apartheld policy of
the Verwoerd government, 4 L

K



O

The Scuth African police have persecuted the family for some
time. "Last:year," said Dr., Abrahams, "the Special Branch invaded
- my family!s re31denoe on more than one occasion in the predawn hours
and rummaged through all their private belongings. ~-- even though T
had not stayed with them for seven months. Then the Special- Branch
had the impertinence %o enquire which furniture belonged to me and
which to my:mother, as mine, they threatened, may be confiscated,
- Recently they have been maklng enquiries as to the whereabouts. of my
duplicating and photostatic machines, allegedly used by the National
Liberation Front., Apparently these must also be taken into custody.m

- STEP TOWARD LABOR UNITY IN IRELAND

: DUBLIN May 25 ~m Thls oountry's second, biggest union, the
Workers Unlon of Ireland [WUI], with a membership of 30,000, ranging
from factory workers to airline pllots has decided to afflllate to
-the Irish Labour party,

, The. decision w1ll almost double the number of trade unlonlsts
affiliated to the Labour party and is sure to have an effect on other
ma jor unions not yet pledged to support Labour,

Heretofore the only real liaison between the Labour party-and
the major unions has been the economic committee comprised of Labour
deputies and leaders of the Irish Congress of Trade Unlons acting
from time to time as a national council of Labour.

- --Now 1t is felt that the decision of the WUI has almost sealed
the issue and that other unions will feel compelled to follow suit,

:WESTNGERMAN STUDENTS GIVEN HEARING”iN EAST GERMANY -

HAMBURG, May 27 == The West German 1eft-soclallst student
~organization, the SDS [Sozialistischer Deutscher Studentenbund -~ ..
Socialist Student Association. of Germany], whose affiliation to the
Social-Democratic party was broken by the right-wing leadership of
that party because of the students! militant Marxist convictions, was
invited by the East German authorities to participate in the "German
Reunlon, a mass youth festival organized by the Ulbricht regime for
May 16~17, : S : -

- The SDS replied that it was willing to participate provided
that it could have its own reporter at one of the discussion panels
to be held at the festival, This request was rejected by the Last
German_wuthorlties on May 14, However, the next day the decision
was reversed and the SDS received a written statement that its. cons
ditions had been accepted,
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The SDS thereupon sent a delegation of three, including, Helmut
Lessing, vice=chairman of the organization, He made a report at a-
panel discussion of some 300 participants, 100 from West Germany, 200-
who were members of the FDJ [Communist Youth of East Germany] and--who,
of course, had been carefully selected by the Ulbricht reglme. -

Lessing took sharp issue with antl-Communlsm but was . quite
critical 'of the bureaucratic regime of the German Democratic Republlc.
His maln points along these lines- were::

(1) Opposition to the rigged Stallnlst trials held in East
Germany, particularly the condemnation of "our friend Heinz Brandt."
(Brandt was an oppositional German Communist who spent ten years in
a Nazl concentration camp, A oorrespondent of Metall, newspaper of
the metal workers union, he was kidnapped in June 196 1 by the Stalin-
ist police and condemned at a secret trial to fifteen years at hard
labor, - Significantly, a few days after the East German Youth Festi—
val, Brandt was suddenly freed, )

(2) Opposition to the transformation of: socialist theory into:
a dogma, For critical scientific examination of all facts, This,
Lessing held, does not contradict full participation by sclentists in
the fight for 5001allsm. '

(3) Science and 301ent1flc research require unlimited freedom
of ‘information, "The possibility of obtaining information freely is
not only a condition for intellectuals to engage in scientific work,

In a process of real emanclpation it is also a condition for the
formation of critical judgment in all men," Later in his remarks
Legsing sald: "No political system which tries to prevent people

from making up their own minds -~ by deciding what information should
or should not be made available ==~ has the right to call itself social-
ist or democratic,"

(4) Social science must start by recognizing the real contra-
dictions in society. Where the existence of such contradictions is
not taken into account, a tendency develops to consider their mani-
festation to be a consequence of the influence of an alien foe and
to hold that the demand for greater freedom "only adds grist to the
mill , , . of the imperialist enemies of fresdom"™ (Politbureau member
Kurt Hager), In concluding this point, Lessing said: "In the German
Federal Republic, the 3DS is considered to be an organization of the
extreme left, Bubt unity cannot be forged with political forces that
repress with inquisitorial means any in their own country (GDR) who,
without questioning the fundamental economic structure, hold tdev:La--
tionist! positions on other issues.m :

(5) "Bureaucrac1es," Lessing said, "always speak in public
about the alliance with science and the 1ntellectuals. But in prac-
tice’ they all too often do not tolerate scientists who analyze social
reality in a deep-g01ng way., What they want instead are theoreticians
engaged in research in small isolated compartments, who perhaps dis=
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cuss with their colleagues, but for the rest limit themselves to
maklng available to the authorltles the results of their work, leav~
ing it up to the authorities to decide what is correct, what 1noor-
rect, what can be used and what can't be, It is in thls context that
we 1n the SDS have viewed the struggle for the independence of our
organization. We were unwilling, and we are still unwilling, to
bargain over the results of research. We are particularly grateful
for the support which we received from. well~known scientists who
didn't hesitate to suffer expulsion from the SPD, since they were
members of the party. By taking this stand, they demonstrated
against the concept of the party bureauoracy on limiting scientlflc
discussion among socialist intellectuals." . S

In conclusion, the SDS vice=-ochairman erpressed the hope that
o serious and democratic exchange of opinions with the FDJ could be
contlnued in public,

This report was followed by &4 long discussion., Among the -
participants was Professor Klaus Fuchs (the famous atomic scientist -
who was condemned as a "spy" in Britain after the Second World War).
He was rather noncommittal, Politbureau member Hager sourided rather
bitter in the remarks he offered Lessing had observed that contem=
porary socialist literature by such authors as Oskar Lange, Paul
Sweezy, Maurice Dobb, Eugen Mirz and Joan Robinson can be bought
freely in Western Germany but cannot be found in East German book
shops., Hager'!s response to this was that Sweezy is a "Trotskyist,"

This brought loud laughter from the audience, .

The East German press did not publish Lessing's report, How-
ever it reported the discussions which it touched off, This was
sufficient for 1ntelllgent readers to catch the drift of Le831ngfs
remarks, g

The importance of granting a hearing to a figure like Lessing:
is considerable, It is the first successful attempt to-'hold a public
discussion of this kind in East Germany in which an anticapitalist,
socialist position was heard that included critical observations
aimed at the bureaucratic Ulbrich regime., It enabled the audience
to gain a much clearer idea of the character of the left-socialist
forces in West Germany,

PRACTICE-WHAT~YOU~-PREACH DEPARTMENT

"It is absolutely nccessary that Hanol and Peking decide-to
lcave their neighbors in this part of the world alone, and so all
our efforts will be bent toward requiring them to make that deci-
sion," =~ U,3.3ecretary of State Dean Rusk, in Saigon during a four-
hour stopover May 31, ’ SO
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BELGIANS DEMAND FREEDOM FOR ABARCA

BRUSSELS May 26 == Two demonstratlons were stuged here on
May 17 and May 25 for the release 'of Francisco Abarca, the young -
Spanish Anarchist militant who is threatened with extradltlon to
Sw1tzerland [See World Outlook April 24, ] ‘

The first demonstratlon, organlzed by the "Club Fedrloo Gar-
cla Loroa," was - supported by the Communist organ1zat10ns.:~'

The second, organized by the Jeunesses Soc1allstes Espagnoles;
was supported by the Jeunes Gardes Socialistes Belges.,

Each. of the demonstrations brought out several thousand per-
sons in support of Abarca and the Asturian strlkers.

A decision is awaited from the "Chambre des Mises en Accusa-
tion" concernlng a ruling by the "Cour d'Appel" on the eAtradltlon
request

The "Chambre des Mises en Accusation" met May 20; and, ‘after

heering the arguments of the lawyers, adgourned to dellberate over
what decision to hand down.

NEGROES BATTLE TO END PREJUDICE IN UNIONS

By Evelyn Sell e

Negro workers are caught in a vicious squeeze, On the one
hand, the capltalist educational system denies them adequate train- -
ing. Because of this, most Negroes are ill-prepared to meet the
challenges of an automated-nuclear age where special skills are
needed, Unskilled jobs are rapidly vanishing and the inadequately
educated, products of inferior schools, face an extremely bleak -
future, S ' : -

On the other hand, even When Negroes do manage to ‘acquire
spe01a1 training they are blocked from the best. jobs by the Jim
Crow patterns which capitalists have created and nurtured for so
long. The bosses have long used the successful divide~and=~conguer
technique to keep white and Negro workers from joining together in
unions to protect the job rights of all, Even where unions do exist,
anti=Negro propaganda and .job competltlon under conditions of capi=-
talist insecurity have led mony unions to keep Negroes out of thelr
ranks,

One of the major demands of the Freedom Now movement has beens
"Equal Job Opportunities." . Mass demonstrations, economic boycotts’
and unrelenting pressure on businessmen and government officials



have succeeded in winning some jobs for Negroes. Militant protests
by Negro groups have opened up opportunities in apprentice training =~
programs,. Unfortunately, the same pressures must be applied to
union- leaders and misguided union members who have been able to
maintain a privileged position in the working class only at the ex= -
pense of the rest of the workers. : L L

- A good example of how racial discrimination operates in a =
labor union was provided by the: New York City Plumbers Local 2, AFL~
CIO0. The City Commission on Human Rights had requested a building
contractor to hire some plumbers from a minority group, The contrac=
tor complied by hiring three Puerto Ricans and one Negro, When these
four men showed up for work at the Bronx Terminal Market construction
site, the 34 white plumbers and the 7 white apprentices walked off
the job, : _ : ,

The Run=-Around

. The union claims that the problem centers on the fact that
these four men do not have union cards and, as good union members,
plumbers refuse to work with nonunion men, The truth of the matter
is that when these fully skilled workers applied for jobs the bosses
told them, "We can't hire you until you get a union card," and when -
they applied for entrance into the union they were told, "We can!t
accept you until you have been hired by an employer." Given the run-
around by bosses and union, these four men were forced to work at
nonunion jobs at a much lower rate of pay, : '

, _As one of the Puerto Ricans said, "There finally has to be a
break for us. . . All we ever get is the garbage work that nobody
else wants to do,"™

, “Outraged by the plumbers! refusal to work with Negroes and .
Puerto Ricans, members of the East Side and Bronx chapters of the
Congress of Racial Equality [CORE] have been picketing the union
headquarters, They have blocked entrance into the headquarters by
linking arms, lying down and sitting-in. Union bureaucrats were
unable to get into their offices and union members who tried to force
their way through the picket line were immediately caught up in a
scuffle that had to be stopped by watchful police,

A large force of police are keeping their eye on the picketing
and have encouraged the white plumbers to lodge complaints against
the cilvil-rights demonstrators, So far, the unionists have not done
so although they stand across the street from their headquarters,
glaring and mumbling at the pickets, : '

o One of the picket leaders, Blyden Jackson, told reporﬁers,.
"The day we let them in will be the day they go back to work with
the three Puerto Ricans and the Negro up at that Bronx construction
site." o . .
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"Amazing Genius"

On May 13, almost two weeks after the white plumbers! walk- '
out, Whitney Young, executive director.of the National Urban League,-
told delegates to the fiftieth anniversary convention of the Amal-
gamated Clothing Workers of America that strong measures were neces-
sary to end union discrimination against minorities. He proposed
that unions discriminating against Negroes be placed under a trust-
eeship.or even be purged by ths: parent body, He said that unions.
had long-shown an "amazing genius" in keeping Negroes out, Now is .
the time. for organized labor to show the same gemius in bringing
Negroes into the ranks of the union movement,

The union bureaucrats .are among the last persons who should
be appealed to for help in ending discrimination within unions,
They aren't even militant on behalf of the white union members -~
they wouldn't dream of fighting the bosses on The issue of Jim Crow,.
As a matter of fact, they have been co-operating with the bosses to
stifle militant unionism and to.keep Negroes out of the choice jobs,

. It is the white ranke~and-file unionist, squeezed in his turn.
between the profit-hungry bosses and the privilege-hungry union
bureaucrat, who has the most to gain by joining in’a common struggle
shoulder to shoulder with his black brothers, -It-is true that many
white workers have been educated by capitalism to.discriminate
against Negroes and other minority peoplés, It is also true that
the industrial union movement in this country was built by similarly
brain~washed white workers who learned in the heat of struggle that
their best allies in the fight against: the bosses are Negro workers.

The rise of industrial unionism in the 1930!'s. came with a
suddenness and vitality that surprised all but the revolutionary
socialists who understood the true capacities of the working class.
White and black joined together despite all the capitalist brain-
washing to build the CIO, - The future will bring the same common
struggle against the same common enemies: the bosses and the unlon
bureaucrats., The present Negro revolt is the opening stage of the: .
titanic struggle between the working class as a whole and the capi-~ .
talist system, — o : : '

ONE COUNTRY WHERE PRIVATE PROPERTY IS STILL SACRED

A 62~ycar-old fruit dealer, Victor Ernest Dunn, was sentenced
in England May 20 to eight years preventive detention, A woman who
bought. 12 pounds of applcs from the peddler found the wcight short,
Thus she was cheated out of 1s,10-1/2d, [$,20]. Judge Claude Duvcen”
called the "apple king" & "fraudulent roguec" because it wasn!t his
first offcnse and said "the time has come when you be put away for so
long that thesc honest people no longer suffer from your depredations,™



WORLD TRADE CONFERENCE DRAWS TO AN END

By Férnand Charlier

In.a preceding article on the World Conference on Trade and .
Development Lsee World Outlook May 22]%, we noted that the USSR had
proposed at the beginning of the gathering that a permanent world
trade organization be set up, but had withdrawn the proposal in face
of milder proposals advanced by the national bourgeoisie of certain
underdeveloped countries (Latin America among others)., = The Paris
daily Le Monde of May 26 has just confirmed this estimate, observing
that "the cautious optimism of the secretariat of the conference on -
this subject [the problem of institutions] was fed by a new source:
the USSR, which demanded a new world trade organization, now admits
in a document the necessity of !interim! proposals,™ SRR

The imperialist countries had proposed for their part to main-
tain all the proposals of the GATT [General Agreement on Tariffs ard.
Trade], t6 hold a conference only every three years, and to designate
a commission in.which the imperialist countries would hold half the
delegates, = . _

b These countries are now in process of amending their own reso=
lution in order to meet the national bourgeoisie of the underdeveloped
countries half way,. The area of agreement as they see it should.be:
timing of conferences (every two years instead of. every three), and
setting up of a permanent trade council in which the underdeveloped
countrises would hold a majority. . ., but in which votes would be
weighted according to the importance of the foreign trade in each
country (so that the imperialists would never be in a minority!),

A1l this would be placed within the framework of the United. Nations.
(Le Monde, May 24-~25,)

~The haggling over proposals that would in no way change the
general basis of the problem did have the effect of dissipating many
illusions about the conference, The participants no longer say much
about its effectiveness and the chairman, Abdel Moneim Kaisouny of
the United Arab Republic, declared, according to the May 26 Le Monde,
that the ﬁecommendations "of the next conference will withouT doubt .
be better'! . S :

On the proposal of the Algerian delegation, the seventy~five
countries on. the road to development, who were represented at the

#*Two corrections should be made in the preceding article: Exchanges -
from the workers states to the industrialized capitalist counfries -
should read 19% of the total foreign trade of the workers states, and
obviously not 0,19%, In addition, the exchanges bétween the workers
states and the underdeveloped countries did not suffer from the R
strengthening of mutual ties among the workers states, (p. 19.)
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Geneva conference, presented a resolution advocating:the strengbhen-
ing of co~operatlon among the underdeveloped countries and the "estab=
lishment of complementary industries on an interregional, intraregion-
al and subregional scale, without prejudice to the right of the coun=
trles involved to industrialize and diversify their economies "

. The Algerlan move struck a p031t1ve note.ln contrast to the
loss of initiative suffered by the USSR when it withdrew its proposals
(which were, however, supported by Burma, Ghana, Indonesia, Nigeria
and Syria), thus underlining the correctness of criticism of the
timorous attltude of the bureaucratized workers states at the confer=~
ence, It was not us this time but the Bulletin of the European
Economic Community (May 1964, No, 5), which noted that the tone of
the speeches from what it calls "the countrles of the East" was in
general "very moderate,™ :

These bureaucratized workers states are far from advancing
policies at economic conferences the way the first workers state did -
in the early days, By way of indication the letter can be cited that.
Chicherin, People's Commissar of Soviet Foreign Affairs, wrote to:
Krzizhanovsky: "Only a government free from the yoke of the inter-
ests of the stock companies and others can advance a healthy program
for the world economy, even if only within the framework of the exist-
ing regime, If these interests, and other sordid interests, do not
agree, this will be a blow they deal themselves which can only '
helghten our prestige," (Letter of February 12, 1922,)

INSECTICIDE PRODUCTION OPENS NEW POSSIBILITIES .

In a press conference May 26, British scientists employed in
research on bacteriological war made the optimistic forecast that
they will be able to synthesize the poison of botulism, It is a -
thousand times more toxic:than the deadliest: known gas.f;

. The great advantage of bloloclcal and chemlcal arms over
nuclear weapons, directors of the research center stressed, is that
they can be produced by any country having sufficient 1ndustr1al and
801ent1flo resources to manufacture an effective insccticide,

The Brltlsh specialists in thls type of weaponry ‘have already
delivered to the armed forces a nerve gas designed to paralyze and
weaken an enemy. Another gas knocks out the will to fight, A chem-
ical substance a.thousand times more powerful than the one now in
productlon is projected, :

The "peaceful" and "defensive" aims of research, in this field -
were stressed by the directors. They said that it was certain most
British scientists would refuse to work on deadly gases and bacter~
iological products if any other aims were projected,
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- TROTSKYIST LEADERS DISCUSS WORLD SITUATION -

The International Executive Committee of the Fourth Inter-
national, elected by the 1963 Reunification Congress, held a plenary
meeting 1n Switzerland at the end of May, It was- attended by twenty—-
four members and alternates and four observers, -

A report on the activities of the Fourth International since
the Reunification Congress was given by Comrade Pierre Frank, = A
counter report was given by Comrade M, Pablo, Frank's report was
adopted by a vote of fifteen for and four opposed,

Comrade Livio Maitan gave a general political report and pre-
sented an analysis of the world situation which will be printed in
the next issue of antrleme Internationale and other publlcatlons of
the Trotskyist movement in various languages. .

A 1iVely discussion followed this report., Key points included
the increasing social and economic contradictions flow1n8 from the
growth of automation in the USA:; the tension observable in several
workers states between the bureaucracy and.ihe .vanguard of the work-
ers and intellectuals seeking socialist democracy; the ncw advances
made by the African. revolutlon, particularly the problems posed by
the latest developmentsin thé Angolan struggles the latest develop—
ments in the Sino-=Soviet confllct and the present 31tuat10n in Ceylon,

On the 1atter questlon, “the members of the Committee discussed
the governmental crisis in Ceylon which opens up promising possibili-
ties for a new advance towards the establishment of a workers and
peasants government, - A report was made on the coalition overtures .
advanced by the government party, the SLFP [Sri Lanka Freedom Party =--
Holy Ceylon Freedom Party], to the LSSP [Lanka Sama Samaja Party ==
Ceylon Equal Society Partyj Ceylonese section of the Fourth Inter-
national, The members of the International Executive Committee
expressed unanimous opposition to any coalition in which the LSSP
would serve in the role of captive to the bourgeoisie., A coalition
of that kind, it was held, would mean in practice that the LSSP would
be a53001ated with the bankruptcy of the present government and the
slashing of social services which offers the only way out of the
present financial crisis unless the framework of capitalism is
breached., The IEC called on the LSSP to counterpose to these propos-
als a vigorous campaign for a United Left Front government on the
basis of a socialist program that would signify a break with imperial-
ism and capltallsm in Ceylon,

: The general line of the political report was adopted unanimous-
1y by the Committee,

A report on the 31tuatlon in Latin Amerloa following the mili-
tary coup dtétat in Brazil was given by Comrade E., Germain, This
opened a discussion on .the causes of the coup, the resp0n81b111t1es
for it and the lessons to be drawn, Special emphasis was given to
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the new dangers it raises for the Cuban Revolution and the mass move-
ment in Chile, .

It was decided to address an appeal to all commuﬁists; soclal=
ists and other revolutionists in Latin America concerning the meaning
of the events in Brazil. .

During the meeting, the body paid tribute to Alfred Rosmer
who died May 6. Although Rosmer was not a member of the Fourth
International, he helped found the movement and was held in high
esteem by Trotskyists throughout the world, ' '

To Revolutionists of Latin America:

THE LESSON OF THE COUP D!ETAT IN BRAZIL

The Second Declaration of Havana Offers the Only Road}

The working class of Brazil has. just suffered a grave defeat,
This defeat, of course, will not last for a long time, The reaction
has no chance whatsoever of stabilizing the situation in Brazil,
None of the explosive factors there can be eliminated by the "goril-
las" [reactionary officials of the military caste] now in power, The
millions ‘of landless peasants are still starving in the Northeast;
the masses” of agricultural workers still remain serfs on the big
faciendas; the unemployed drawn to.the big cities still live in the
frightful favelas; the flight of capital among the ruling classes
continues; the run~away inflation is worse than ever; the imperialist
grip on the main resources of the country remains as strong as before,
All the objective factors, consequently, remain to give rise to a new
wave of mass struggles in a coming stage,

. But these considerations do not mean that the defeat was any
the less real or serious, Fifteen thousand working-class and antie-
imperialist militants have been thrown in prison, The trade unions
and Peasant Leagues have been decapitated, The terror unleashed by
the "gorillas," and even more so the shock and disorientation caused
by an foreseen defeat have depressed and disarmed the masses, leaving -
the initiative to the enemy, '

The international effects of the Brazilian defeat are not
less grave, The usurping regime has broken diplomatic relations with
Cuba, It is exercising heavy pressure on all the governments of the
rest of Latin America to follow this road, It is supporting the
efforts of the Venezuelan rulers, lackeys of Yankee imperialism, to
unleash an attack against Cuba under the form of "sanctions" against
the -"subversive plots" of Cuba in Iatin America, It is eager to
head -a "holy erusade" of the Latin-fmerican oligarchy against the
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"Communist threat" emanating from‘cuba.

Thus the events in Brazll following those in Guatemala, the
Dominican Republic, Argentina and Ecuador, prove that Yankee imper= *
ialism does not he31tate at overthrowing any regime in Latin America,
even those adhering to bourgeois democracy, that continues normal-
relations with revolutionary Cuba, and that it is ready not only to
unleash terror but even to take the world to the brink of a nuclear
holocaust in its rabid desire to overthrow Fidel Castro, who dared
to defy American imperialism in a continent it considers its own
empire, :

These events are a warning to all peoples, But especially
the peoples of Latin America, the masses of workers and poor peasants
in this vast continent, who only yesterday watched with greatest hope
thé risc of the ant1~1mper1alist and anticapitalist forces in Brazil,
must ask themselves how these forces let themselves be-:driven back
and beaten so easily by a handful of reactionary generals, The reply
to this question involves fundamental questions of revolutionary
strategy and tactics in the Americas, and constitutes the main lesg~-
son to be drawn from the Brazilian defeat by the oommunlsts and Prévo-
lutionists of all these countrles.

- The regime of the “gorlllas" was able to.lnstall itself so

ea31ly because the Brazilian masses were disoriented by the so~called
progre331ve parties, including the Brazilian Communist party, con=-
corning the possibility of a "peaceful and parliamentary road" toward
the destruction of the pro-imperialist, oligarchical power. They
were disoriented concorning Goulart's ﬁresolution" to~undertake*a
resolute struggle in behalf of "gtructural reforms," They were dis=
oriented concerning the will and the capacity of Goulart to "resist
the assault of reaction,"

The events in Brazil show once again that although the
"natlonal bourgeoisie" is capable of undertaking limited mobiliza-
tions of the masscs to wring concessions from the oligarchy and
imperialism, it 1s incapable of mobilizing thesc masses sufficiently
to break the fundamental structures of the state, of the reactionary
army and private property. Faced with eh0031ng between‘such a
moblllzatlon or capitulation before the ollgarchy, the "national
bourgeoisie" prefers to capitulate, The experience with Goulart,
after Quadros, and Vargas is extremely instructive in this respecct,
It shows that the masses cannot place confidence in anyone but them=
selves, that they must count only on their own forces to win out
against the oligarchy, imperialism and capitalism, Only their own
struggle led by a revolutionary proletarian party is capable of
carrying the battle against reaction through to the end,

The events in Brazil show once more that all the regular
armies of Latin America are reactionary to the core, When the first
signs of decomposition appearéd in this army, when first the ser-
geants, then the marine riflemen became insubordinate, rcaction ime-
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mediately prepared for a coup d!état, It was the duty of the workers
parties to at once prepare to arm the proletariat in order to meet
the reaction with something besides empty hands, The big battles in
Latin America will be decided by arms, This conclusion, which leaves
nothing of the Khrushchevist lucubrations about a "peaceful road,"
must be emphasized by all the revolutionists of Latin America,

Some persons have learned nothing from events of the day, At
the last presidential elections, the Brazilian Communist party
flirted with generals and bourgeols politicians like Adhemar de
Barrios who played a prominent role in the reactionary conspiracy.

For the next elections he is already at work on a new clectoral farce,
The Communists and other revolutionists of Latin America must draw
the conclusion from the events in Brazil that the "constitutional
struggle" in itself does not point a way out and that in most of the
countries what is required is the road.of Fidel Castro, the "insur-
rectional road," the "road of guerrilla warfare," .

Re jecting the subordination of the mass movement to the legd=- .
ership of the national bourgeoisie, rejecting the "peaceful" and "con-
stitubional” road; understanding the inportance of the armed struggle,
the revolutionists of Latin America must understand at the same time -
that the anti-imperialist revolution will, like the Cuban Revolution,
be a permanent revolution, an uninterrupted revolution, that land
cannot be given to the peasants, the country cannot be freed from the
imperiglist hold, except by leading the. proletariat .and the poor v
pecasants to power, establishing the dictatorship of the proletarilat,
creating a workers state, and thus assuring the transition of the
anti~imperialist revolution into 4 sodialist revolution as proclaimed
by the Second Declaration of Havana. - ' -

A year ago, Prestes, the leader of the Brazilian Communist
party, proclaimed that the "road of Fidel Castro is not applicable
in Brazil," The defeat suffered by the masses is the sad commentary
on that bankrupt line., It teaches the Latin-American revolutionists'
to the contrary that the road of Fidel Castro and only the road of
Fidel Castro is the road to viectory in Latin America, - "

The Fourth International appeals to all the revolutionists,
all the Communists, all the socialists, all the resolute anbti~imper=
ialist revolutionists, to constitute a powerful anti=imperialist and
anticapitalist united front, to draw inspiration from a strong spirit
of solidarity, to join together in a vast front of combat that reso=-
lutely takes the revolutionary road based especially on setting up
guerrilla fighters wherever it is geographically and materially
rcquired, ‘

It is in this way, and only in this way that dcfeats likc the
one in Brazil can be avolded, that the defeat in Brazil will be made
up, relief will be brought to the Cuban Revolution through an immense
Second Front on the Latin-American continent itself, that new and
important defeats will be inflicted on Yankce imperialism, that new
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victories for socialism will be won in the Western Hemisphere, . -

International Execubtive Committee
of the Fourth International

SOUTH AFRICA!'S PRISONS LIKE NAZI CAMPS

The eleven defendants in the Dr, Nevill Alexander case have
been sent to prison while efforts are being made to find the £5, OOO
[$14 000] necessary to initiate an appeal,

The eleven members of the National Liberation Front were
found guilty of violating the fascist~like laws of the South African
government, which ban political opposition to the official apartheid
policy, They were sentenced to terms ranging from five to ten years.

What are. condltlons“llke in South Africals prlsons for politi-
_cal prisoners like these9

A rough 1dea can be galned from the following letter, wrltten
by an eyew1tness,

M"One thing I can tell you is that they suffer a lot, They
are really brave and courageous., Their spirits are very hlgh but
that is what the Herrenvolk is trying to break,

"people on the outside cannot realise what the political
prisoners are suffering today, Robben Island can compare with Bel-
sen camp; it is not a prison. . . .+ I know what I am talking about,
The only thlng left for them (the Herrenvolk) to do is to klll them
-~ and that is what they are trylng to do.: )

. "I don't think it will be long before they do it., They are
kept isolated in separate cells, They work.in the quarries breaking
stones.and pushing wheelbarrows, They are not allowed to talk with
one another, They are heavily guarded., And their.food is not even
fit for a dog, '

"For the tlme being they still treat them with respect, but
if the appeal does not succeed then it will be worse for them -
then the kicking and beatlng will start, same as in Belsen.

"They thank everyone on the outside for what has been done,
but a great deal more is necessary, as there are hundreds on the
Island rotting. Things will have to move fast. . . .

"In the meanwhile parliament is still in session, pa351ng
even more drastic laws, 'It seems as if nothing can stop them,"
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Tukdcs Deosides Between Mao and Khrushchev

ON THE METHODOLOGY OF “"SECTARIANISMM"

By P. L. Carp

1.

The newest politico-philosophical essay by Georg Lukdes(l) is
a truly amazing document! It may be considered a faithful reflection
of the anxieties and the mqQods which agitate and torment the Commun-
ist intalligentsia in Eastern Europe, Unfortunately =~ this reflec-
tion is more distressing than oomfortlng, awakens more apprehen81ons
than hOpes. . e e . S .

. Luk4os starts out Wlth the ‘harshest p0331b1e condemna ion of
the Stalinist regime which (in his words) "systematlcally and con~
~temptuously rendered null and vold even the barest minimum requisites
of humanity" [emphasis added], and under which the very "reality of
personal life perspective was turned into an illusion without basis,"
What an ggony of despair (and shame) is expressed in these bitter
words! ’

Lukdcs is; of ocourse, not deluded by the hypocritical official
interpretation of the Stalin era., Tq-call:all this the "cult of
personality" -~ he cryptically remarks =-- "is not at all adequate %o
the tasks of discovering the depth and breadth of the reality." The
essential causes of the tragedy must lie deeper, much deeper! But
where? Here we face our first disappointment: ‘As a true ideologist,
although one using excellent Marxian formulas, Lukdcs contents him-
self with substitubting one ideological explanation for another ==
in place of the alleged "cult of personality" we are offered the -
innate tendency towards "sectarianism" which has plagued the working-
class movement from its very beginnings and which, in his view,
reached 1its elimax with the advent of Stalinism, Unsatisfactory as
this eXplanatlon is, it is still on g higher level than the miserable
phrase of the Woult’ of personality";- all the more so, since as an
outstanding theorist and an adroit debater, Lukfcs is able to present
some illuminating thoughts, even while defending a wrong causec,

This applies especially to those passages of his essay which
deal with the methodology of "sectarianism® in the history of the
working~class movement., Lukédcs proves here convincingly that the
main "yice" and the greatest weakness of "sectarianism" consists in
its "intelleotual structure," in its inherent inability to apply the
dialeotical method, and especially the categories of "mediation"

(L)'Reflections on,the Slno—bOV1et Dispute,! Studles on tho Loft,
Winter 1964, pp., 22-38,

.
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without which it is impossible to connect the "abstract" with the

"conorete," the "principles" with soclo-historical reality. All
this 1s very true (although its connection with the Sino-~Soviet dis~

pute seems highly dubious); and in this respect Lukédcs'! philosophical

remarks offer a fine example of Marxian thinking.
2,

However, even the dialectical method has its limitations and .
can easily be misused, A good example of it is Luk4cs! essay in
which the methodological neglect of the categories of "mediation"
is asoribed solely to "sectarianism" and in which the other side of
the coin is conveniently overlooked,

This other side of the coin 1s, of course, reformism in all
its manifestions, Whereas sectarianism "always and everywhere
attaches particular actions directly to the movement's ultimate ww
and thus necessarily abstract =~ principles" [emphasis added], dis-
carding in the process "all the dialectical mediations between
principle, strategy and tactlcs" (Lukdcs), reformism discards all -
mediations for just the opposite reason: because its adherents lose
themselves entirely in "particular actions" and because there remains
nothing with which- these actions can be "mediated" (aside from some .
rhetorical generalities, void of any reality and content). It was -
the leading theorist of social-democratic reformism, Eduard Bern- :
stein, who coined the famous phrase: "The aim is nothing, the move-
ment everythingl" In this phrase the "aim" and the "movement" are
conceived of as two absolute opposites, separated from each other by
an unbridgeable gulf, And in this contraposition lies the very
essence and the whole philosophy of reformism -- which never recog-
nized the necessary dialectical interrelation betwecn the "aim" and
the "movement" and never understood that the "movement" can derive
its inner impulse and its content solely from the "aim," wherecas
the "aim" itself must be constantly rectified and enriched by the
"movement," Thus, reformism, instead of "mediating" between the aim
and the movement, degenerates into pure empiricism; it places its
faith in the intrinsic wisdom and self-propelling power of the "movew
ment" and relegates the "aim" ad kalendas graecas Lto the Greek
Galends:l * » o o B

Se

. But what did reformism mean by "the movement"? Certainly,
not only the everyday struggles which brought about political and
economic reforms in the fabric of capitalism, but ~= above all wmw
the mighty trade~unionist and party organizations which the working
class was able to build in relatively tranquil periods under the
conditions of bourgeois democracy. Hence the "organizational fotish-
ism" which characterized the policiles and pervaded the mentality of
The West European Social-Democratic parties in the epoch of the
Second International and which ¢ontributed §6 greatly to thelr shame=-
ful collapse during the First World Wapr, Leon Trotsky therefore
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wrote as early as October 1914:

"Condemned for decades to a policy of opportunist waiting,
the Party took up the cult of organization as an end in itseclf, Never
was the spirit of inertia produced by mere routine work so strong in
the German Social Democracy as in the years immedliately prooceding the
great catastrophe, And there can be no doubt that the question of the
preservation of the organizations, treasuries, People'!s houses and
printing presses played a mighty important part in the position taken
by Fhe fraction in the Reichstag toward the War,"(2) [Emphasis add-
ed, : '

And Lenin somewhat later (1915) put the same observation into
a deeper philosophical context:

"An instructive picture," he wrote, "These people have become
so corrupted and so stupefied by bourgeols legality that they are not
even able to grasp the mere thought of the necessity of other, ille-
gal organizations, destined to lead the revolutionary struggles. . . .
Here you have before you the living dialectics of opportunism:  the
mere growth of legal organizations, the simple habit of narroww~minded
but consoientious philistinecs creates a situation where in a time of
crisis these same conscientious philistines become traitors whose
only aim is now to strangle the revolutionary energies of the masg-
es."(3) [Emphasis @dded, ] I ' ’ ,

In other words: To the social-democratic and union leaders
of that time the evolutionary, peaceful growth of their organizations
became Imperceptibly an "end in itself" and therefore incomparably
more important than the hazy socialist "aim" proclaimed ritually on
festive occasions, . ., . Here we see again that the lack of "media-
tions betweon principle, strategy and tactics" characterized =~ con-
trary to Lukdos == not only the "sectarians," but even more so their
very antipodes: the worshippers of -the "movement," the reformists!

4.

Up to this point we have confined ourselves to a purcly
"ideological sphere because what was said above referred to the
Social Democracy prior to the First World War and could therefore be
still regarded as phenomena inside the working-class movement, How=
ever, even before that war there emerged in every Soclal-Democratic
party of the West a powerful party apparatus which began to manipus
late and dominate the membership and which gradually reduced inner
"party democracy" to a mere shadow, (How well we know this process
from the experiences of the English and continental trade-union move=
ment{) And this alone sufficed to bring about a qualitative change,

(2)Leon Trotsky: The Bolsheviki and World Peace, pp. 204=5,

(3)Lenin: Collected Works, Vol, XVIII, p. 315.




since every apparatus has a life of its own and tends to beccome in=-
dependent of the social forces which created it, - Now the party
hierarchy felt no need for any mediation between the "aim" and the
"movement," On the contrary, the "aim" itself became imperceptibly
a mere abstraction as the "movement" (i.e,, the apparatus) accommo-
dated itself more and more to the existing social order and acquired
a "vested interest" in its preservation,(4) This development became
sufficiently clear after the First World War, when the Social~Demo-
cratic partlies had to assume "the heavy burden of responsibility" and
partiocipate in the local, provincial and national governments; with
this, the party and union apparatus became even more estranged,
"alienated" from the masses, and ever more part and parcel of the
state ~- this "most alarming of all fetishes, with the great knife
between its teeth, . . "™ (Trotsky.) - '

S
But how does all this apply to the Communist movement which
was born out of the struggle against Social-Democratic reformism and
whose. aim was the revolutionary overthrow of the capitalist order?

The answer to this question goes to the very heart of the
dialeotical method. Lukdcs stresses repeatedly in his essay how in
the process of socio~historical development ever "new mediations
appear as the old ones lose their validity, or undergo more or less
esgential modifications," What he fails to stress, however (and
what 1s even more important), is that in this continuous procesgs of
change not only the old "husks" are being discarded, but also new
"kernels" come into beingl He who would not take into account  the
necessity of ever new "mediations" would certainly be a poor Marx-
ist; but he would be even poorer if it escaped him that in the hig= -
torical development of soclety every form and function can grow into
a new "oontent," essentially different from the previous oné, Thus,
in the process of dialectical change, the old Social Democracy oceased
to be the working=-class party it had once been; thus, although for
different historical reasons, the Russian Communist party, too, lost

(4)Paul 1M, Sweezy relates the following story about the woell~known
Social~Democratic theoretician, R, Hilferding, as told by a Marxist
writer who was a close acquaintance of Hilferding in 1933%: "I pomome
ber distinetly," says this writer, "having spoken to him a few days
after Hitler was appointed chancellor and. asking him whether he ’
thought that the time was ripe for the unions to call a genocral
strike, Even then, in the first days of February 1933, he was sitw
ting in a oomfortable easy chair with warm felt slippers on his feet
and remarked with a benign smile that I was a young firebrand and
that political skill consists of walting for the right moment, After
all, he said, Hindenburg is still the President, the government is a
coalition government, and while Hitlers come and go, the ADGB [the
German trade-~union federation] is an organization tha® should not risk
i1ts entire existence for a fleeting political purpose, Lt was only a
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with the passage of years its revolutionary character and beocame an
instrument of entlrely new socilal forces., . . .

Of course, Lukdcs will not agree. with the last assertion, In
his eyes, the Khrushchev regime 1s the legltlmatc heir of the October
Revolution and its policies a "realistic" continuation of Marxism~
Leninism, Never mind, To refute him, we have to proceed from his
own premlses and to show how these premises are constantly at odds
with the political conclusions which he draws from them.

Lukdcs postulates that, in accordance with true dlalectlcal
thinking, "particular actions? must be always directed by the Taim®
and the aim must be realized by the actions, Bubt what is in truth
the "aim" of the present-day Soviet regime and how do its actions
correspond to this aim?

According to the official doctrine, the aim of the Soviet
regime has been and still is the establishment of a communist soociety
throughout the world, But who does not perceive that for the Soviet
leadership this. professed aim has become indistinguishable from the
concrete aims of the Soviet state? And who can deny that the poli-
cies of the Soviet government serve exclusively national Russian
interests, rcgardless of the needs of the 1nternat10nal workinge

class movement?! . .

,- 6.

Here we must resume our previous argument, The founders of
the Soviet state, Lenin and Trotsky, conceived of 1t primarily as an
instrument for promoting the European socialist revolution; after
achieving this goal, the Soviet state was expected to gradually
"wither away" =-- the sooner,  the better,(5) When, however, the hopes
for a revolution in the West began to fade in the mid-twentles, this
primary. aim of Bolshevism retreated more and more into an indefinite
future and the specific Russian interests and problems were placed
in the forefront, Now agaln, although imperceptibly and behlnd the
smokesoreen of clumsily construed Lenin quotations, the "aim" became
"nothing" and the preservatlon of the Soviet state == "everythlng“l

few days later that he was hiding at some friend!s house belng al-
ready sought by the Gestapo," [Emphasis added,] (In the book:
K, Marx and the Close of His System, p, XVIII,)

(5)Now we are, of course, told by Soviet ideologists: "It is only
the modern Revisionists who maintain that the problem of the dying
away of the state is the most important and most basic question on
which the future of socialism depends," [Emphasis added.] (Osnovy
sovetskoy filosofii, 1960, p. 535,) New times, new songs. « « «




A corresponding transformation overtook the original Bolshe~
vik party. We have stressed how greatly the growth of the party
apparatus contributed to the degeneration of Social Democracy, In
the Soviet Union, however, the party apparatus, with the victory of -
Stalinism, became identical with and indistinguishable from the
state machinery =~ and this added to it an entirely new quality. It
is relatively easy to endure the manipulating practices of the party
or union bosses, as long as they are not endowed with coercive means
(such as police, prisons and the like), But what endless misery
when both =~ the monopolistic party apparatus and the state machin-
ery =~ Tuse together into one totalitarian system}(6) Where this
happens -~ as it unfortunately happened In Russia =~ there ocannot -
exist any other "aim" than that of the omnipotent party~state appar~
atus, to whose power every individual and every social group 1s mer-
cilessly subjected, . ., .. o

: Of ocourse, Lukdcs does not and perhaps even cannot sec it
this way., For him the whole twenty~five=year period of Stalinist
rule is an endless chapter of "dogmatic," ultra-leftist "seotarian-
ism" -~ motivated, to be sure, by the best of intentions, but never-
theless bent to apply, ruthlessly and mercllessly, "always and every-
where," the "methods of the civil war" (which, incidentally, ended in
Russia in 1921)! Yes, he even manages to depict the inglorious role
of the Hungarian Rakosi as a period, "when the selection of Party
cadres, ., . was carried out in accordance with revolutionary catch=-
phrases derived from civil-war conditions."(7) In other words: Here
survives the legend of the "staunch revolutionary Marxist," Stalin,
whose only fault was his "subjective dogmatism" and his strange prec=-
dilection for "compulsory measures", ., . . Whereas, in reality,
Stalin was == and had to be! -~ an arch-"revisionist" and the main
corrupter of and "deviator" from the ideas of Marx and Lenin! Simply
beeause hisg "aim" and his "historical function" was not the promotion
of international sociaTist revolution, but the preservation (and ox-
pansion) of the existing Soviet state, Of course, from a historiocal
viewpoint oven the degenerated Soviet State represented a fTremondous
step forward; despite Stalin's crimes, Still the bitter truth. cannot

be concealed even under the smoothest "dialectical verbiage. . . .

(6)1n this respect, our best witness may be Lukdcs himself who until
the death of the tyrant had to insert into his even most scholarly
works (such as his trecatisc on the young Hegel) the most humiliating
eulogies to Stalin and the crudest recriminations against his adver-
sary Trotsky. . «

(7)hore is, of course, a grain of truth in this contention -~ since
the Stalinist regime meant a perpetual administrative war not only
against the unfortunate peasantry, but also against the nominal bearer
of the state power, the iﬁduStriai working class, But this was quite
a different "civil war" than Luk4cs has in mind.,
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But did not Stalin at times also pursue "ultra-leftist" poli-
cies? Such as his dreadful forced collectivisation of the pecasantry
cr his identification of Socilal Democracy with Fascism? Here we see
again how easily dialectics can be turned into pure sophistry,(8)
In a genuine working-class movement "right" and "left" tendencies
are something natural, growing out of the organic development of the
movement itself, They are, therefore, in a sense healthy phenomena,
signs of the vigor and strength of the movement (even if they must
sometimes be considered "infantile maladies"), Quite different,
however, are the administrative "zigzags" of the degenerated party-
state apparatus which has become an "end in itself," Since they do
not reflect the splritual growth of the working~class movement, but
solely the transient needs of the apparatus, they acquire a new
charactor which makes it impossible to equate them with scemingly
similar phenomena of the past or to see in them a somewhat modified
rebirth of the "traditional division between Right, Center and
Left"(9)!l (Alas, the sophist is always afraid of the infinite rich-
ness and diversity of the "concrete," or -- to put it in Lassalle!s
words =- he suffers from an intellectual "horror pleni," He there=
fore anxiously sticks to formal analogies and old labels, even if
these labels have lost all their meaning., . . o )

Unfortunately, this is also true of Lukdcs: Just because he
clings desperately to the old symbols, he has to confine himsclf to
an abstract investigation of the methodological roots of various
political trends, completely ignoring their incomparably more impor=
tant social roots., As a result, the materialist dialectician Lucdcs
offers an essentially ideological ~- and idealistic ~- interprectation
of the Sino~Soviet dispute! On reading his essay one could assume
that the bitter quarrel between the Russian and the Chinese govern-
ments does not at all stem from the specific material (social as well
ag political) interests which divide both adversaries -~ but merely
from their ability (or inability) to find proper dialectical "mediaw
tions", . . . Thus, all the concreteness, diversity and complexity
of the real relationships between the degenerated Soviet state, the
Chinese bureaucracy, the working class and national liberation move-
ments and Western imperialism is reduced to a scholastic squabble
about the real or imaginary sins of "sectarianism'!

(8)Lenin defined as "sophigt" a way of thinking which is bent to
stress the "external similarities of various cases, torn apart from
the inner coherencc of the events," [Emphasis added.]

(9)we quote here Isaac Deutscher'!s essay "Three Currents in Communism,"
- printed in the same issue of Studies on the Left, (In Deutschocr!s

eyes Khrushchev is the representative of the "Center," and the Stalin-
ist "diehards" Molotov, Malenkov and Kaganovitch, . . . representa-
tives of the "Left"!)
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8.
But why this lacuna in:Lukdecs! reasoning? The answer is
31mp1e" However much he detests and abhors the Stalinist past, -
Lukdcs still rejects only the results and sx@¥toms of Stalinlsm, but
not its egssence -~ the nationalist doctrine of the "“coristruction of
socialism~in one country," He may therefore well admit that the
Stalinist system (10) represented "a gigantic, strictly centralized
apparatus, or a pyramid consisting from the top down of ever smaller
Stallns“'-but he will never -concede that this "pyramid" only reflec~
ted the asoent of a new social stratum -- the party and state bureau~
cracy; a stratum which for stringent historical ‘reasons succeeded in
The mid-twéhties in replacing the short=lived rule of-the Russian
working class, and whose power was literally built on_ the bones- of
a whole generation of the old Bolsheviks., . . . It is evidently
still too early to call this stratum a social elass" in the Marxian
sense of the words-we do not yet know whether it is a progenitor of
a new soclal: formatlon ‘or merely a temporary parasitic growth,
(This fateful question can be decided only by the development of
the class struggle on a world:scalé,.)  But whatever may be the future
of the party-state bureaucraoy, -without acknowledging its existence
and :1t8 paramount role it is impossible to understand what goes on
in the so=called Soviét Orbit, In this respect, however, Lukfcs!
dialectics and Lukécsf Marx1sm.are 1ndeed very poor tools.;.A . (11)

,9.

~~-  This-manifest- weakness- of Lukdcs! analysis is all the- more-

disturbing when we.measure his latest essay against his early work
Geschichte und Klassenbewusstseln,[Hlstory and Clags Consciousness.]
It was in this brilliant work that Lukdcs interpreted and developed
Engels! idea of the "false consciousness" which characterizes. the
thinking of all ruling classes From him we learned that the con-
sciousness of the bourgeols class ~- sharp and lucid as long as it
‘faces the tasks of organizing the capitalist rule and of subjecting
to it the precapitalist forms of production =- becomes by necessity

(10)But what about Khrushchev?

(11)We are not sure whether the same does not apply also to Isaac
Deutschert!s views, Although Deutscher is the author of a brilliant-
biography of Trotsky, he never shared Trotsky'!s interpretation of the
social role and significsance of the Soviet bureaucracy, On the con="
trary: he always tended to explain the advent of Stalinism in an
essentiglly idealistic manner either as a "revenge" taken by the pre~
revolutionary past on the revolutionary internationalism of Lenin or
as the "relative eclipsec of European Russia in favor of the ‘backward-
Asiatic and semi-Asiatic periphery." To him “Stalln, like Dostoyeve~
sky's Grand Inquisitor represented the Church in revolt against the
Gospel," - [Emphasis added.] (1saac Deutscher: Stalin. A Political
Biography, pp. 360~2 and 382=3,) And to us such impressionistic
Lliterary images are even less satisfactory and less palatable than
the emaciated post-Stalinist dialectics of Lukdecs. « « &
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dimmed and obscure when it encounters problems which transcend the
limits of capitalism and whose solution demands a new social order,(1l2)
But does not the same ~- mutatis mutandis =~ also apply to the Soviet
bureaucracy? Can we expect i1t to have a real, "genuine" understanding
of the historical development and of its own social role? The obvi-
ous answer. 1s == Yo, As the malh-beneficiary of the regime and the
sole possessor of the state power, the Soviet bureaucracy must seek
the perpetuation of its econdmic pr1V11eges and its political domina=-
tion,- Hence its deeply ingrained conservatism, which manifests
itself not only in its predilection for the "status quo" and for the
"inherited" national borders (even if these borders were “inherited"
from Russian Czarism), but also in its incessant quest for all sorts
of "eternal values" in every sphere of intellectual life =~ in S
sociology, economics, philosophy, morals, arts, and in the entire
soclal superstructure; a quest which strlkes even an inexperienced
eye and which contrasts so grotesquely with the cultural Sturm und-
Drang of the twenties(l3), ... . To demand from this sociol sEraEum
o genuine dialectical thinking -~ which, in Marx!'s words, "regards
every historically developed social form as in fluid movement" and

"is in its essence critical and revolutionary"(14) [emphasis added] -
is to demand the impossible, The Soviet bureaucracy, as it 1is today,
cannot but have a "false" consciousness of the contemporary world,
cannot but deceive itself and others with petty~bourgeois 111us1ons.
And if TLukdcs does not see this, we can only repeat his own sad .
words: "How much more readily are things lost than regained, "(15
[Emphasis added, ] -

(127cr, G; Lukdcs! Gesohiohte.und Klassenbewusstsein, pp. 65-6,

(15)Of course every pk 1llstlne will tell you that: all this is only
"natural® and that, after passing its stormy years, every revolutlon,
has to "settle. down" and to accept a set of tostablished! truths and
values., But, even if this wore so =~ why do these "values" resemble
so much the. petty bourgeois values of the existing capitalist sooiety,
with its idolatry of the state, '1ts rabid nationalism, its stuffy
phlllstlne morals etc., etc ?’

(14)K, Marx, Capltal Vol. I, pp. 25-6,

(15)The quoted essay in Studies on the Left, We have not dealt with
the exoteric part of Lukdcs! essay in which he tries to provide a
"ohilosophical® interpretation of Khrushchev!'s pollc1es. Here his
argument runs as follOWS‘

- MAt ‘the time of the First World War, Lenin accurately afflrmed
the indissoluble connection of imperialism and war, The Khrushchev
speech 1in 1956, offering as it did the perspective that world wars
were no longer inevitable, was just as sharp a break with the -Lenin
thesis as the Lenin thesis was a break with the thesis of Marx that
proletarian revolutions can occur only in the most developcd countries
(and then successfully only on an international scale) Lenin depar=



T e TR

THE MYSTERIQUS CASE OF THE 40 MICROPHONES

The U,S. State Department and the Central Intelligence Agengy
suffered one of the worst shocks in the history of the two deparbs::
ments when they tore open the walls in the American embassy in Mos-
cow and discovered 40 midrophones, It wasn't the principls of the
thing that Shook them =& both departments have heard about miocro-
phones and their use§ =~ but the quantify; - Moreover, they had been
placed in the walls when the building was prepared for Ameriean occu~
pation gome twelve years ago and had never been detected, How can
you live that down? , ‘ -

The American cloak-and-dagger men naturally considered it per~
fectly normal of the Russians to plant microphones. -Equally normal,
of course, was their periodie search for alien listening devices in
which they brought to bear their famed experience, ingenuity, Ameri=-
can know-how and electronic gadgets (probably lie detectors), Why
did all this prove unavailing? - -

Well, who would have thought that the Russians could invent a
microphone beyond the capacity of American knoww~how to deteot for
more than a decade? .And immediately after the previous Russian
achievement -~ a microphone planted in the eagle of a wooden repro=
duction of the Great Seal of the United States, presented as a gift
to the ambassador, which hung over his desk from 1945 to 1952 before
it was finally detectedl} : : '

- The newspapers in the U,S, played it up big with pioctures of
the guilty microphones on the front page. Soviet morals wers given
indignant exposure, . . while the rest of the world laughed at the
way the Russians had fooled the know=it=all Americans.

The Dutch took the occasion to rub it in, They revealed that
they had found out some years ago that their embassy was bugged.,
According to a Netherlands weekly, here'!s how they did it:

The ambassador took two "magnificent Siamese cats" to Moscow,
These friends of man detected right away that all was not normal in
the customary mice runs, They arched their backs and "acratched
furiously at the wall," They didn!t like the Russian sounds baok-

ted from this Marxist hypothesis on the basis of Marxist method, A
half century later, Khrushchev went beyond the Lenin thesis on the

basis of Leninist method, In each instance these men recognized the
historical developments which had transformed an earlier truth into
a falsehood and transformed what had been progressive into a force

which was putting a brake upon the altered present," [Emphasis added,]
(Studies on the Left, p, 23.)

It is sad to see that Luk4cs! former eulogies of Stalin == whioch one
can assume were indispensable to Lukdcs! survival =~ have how been
replaced by voluntary eulogies of., . . . Khrushchev!



firing in the mlcrophones. -

A The Dutch proved they not only had. good brains to whom to
assign the task of detecting hidden microphones; they showed that
they knew how to make the most of their finds, The microphones
obviously provided a precious new channel- of .communication with the
Russians, ,

Thus "two diplomats" sat down comfortably, near a hidden

mlcrophone, and complained -~ probably to the Siamese cats =~ about‘ .
how slow Russians are at fixing things like the sower runnlng out of -

the embassy. Result: Sewer fixed "the next morning,'
W“: Tullp bulbs held up at customs? Sat.down again and complained
to‘the cats about Russian thoughtlessness, Result: Bulbs delivered
"twenty—four hours later," _

What about the next chapter in thls thrlller of 1nternatlonal
espionage and counterespionage? Will the Americans, having learned
not to .take any wooden eagles, now take a lesson from the Dutch,
begin keeping Siamese cats and stop acting like vandals toward the -
art work. in their walls9 That. remalns to be seen, : ~=

Anyway, our.. condolences to the patlent Russians who are evi-

dently reluctant to give.up the idea that there must be at least
some times when an American diplomat says something honest,
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