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By DAVID MARK
There are clear signs that the movement against
US intervention in Central America and the
Caribbean is at the dawn of a new stage of
mobilization. The deepening military engage-
ment of the US in Central America is going to
pit the interests of the working class against
those of the capitalists and their imperialist
policies. Many questions — the morality of the
US’s bloody policies against the people of Cen-
tral America. the allocation of social resources
to military adventure. the attacks on minorities
and immigrants in the US and. most impor-
tantly, the need for a new working class lead-
ership — are going to be raised in this struggle.

On June 7, more than three hundred demon-
strators in New York were arrested for block-
ading the federal building to protest US inter-
vention. Two days later. ten thousand marched
in Manhattan and held a mock trial of the US
government for its crimes in Central America.

Several other regional demonstrations have
taken place and there are plans for demon-
strations in Detroit on July 21 and in Boston
and Chicago in the fall. Demonstrations are
also being planned for the Republican and

Democratic national conventions. An Emer-

gency National Conference to Plan United Ac-
tion Against US Military Intervention in Cen-
tral America and the Caribbean has been called
for September in Cleveland and is being
backed by several trade unionists including
Pete Kelly of the UAW and Ron Weisen of the
USW. In addition. there is a referendum a-
gainst the US war planned for the November
ballot in Boston and Detroit.

These actions are the first in many months
—hopefully leading to larger mass actions in
the fall.

Divisions

In addition, several recent developments re-
veal that there are divisions within the US ru-
ling class over how to confront the revolution
in Central America:
® While the Democrats have in the past, and
no doubt will in the future, remain supporters
of military intervention, they have recoiled at
the international outcry over the mining of
Nicaraguan ports and have cut off aid to the
*“‘contras.”
® A former CIA analyst who had reviewed
CIA reports from 1981 to 1983 publicly ridi-
culed the Reagan administration’s claims that
Cuba and Nicaragua had been supplying arms
to the Salvadoran rebels.
@ Directly before his arrival in the United
States Robert D*Aubuisson, the leader of the
right wing ARENA party in El Salvador, was
linked to a plot to assassinate the US ambassa-
dor to El Salvador in retaliation for US support
to Duarte, the new president of El Salvador
from the Christian Democratic Party.
® The wounding of Eden Pastora, head of the
Sandino Revolutionary Front (SRF), a CIA-
backed counterrevolutionary group in Nicara-
gua, was apparently the result of a long stand-
ing feud between the SRF and another ‘‘con-
tra’’ group headed by Alfonso Robello.

While these divisions in the imperialists own
camp can in no way be considered a retreat
from military intervention in Central America,
they nevertheless represent the type of ‘‘early
warning’’ signal that has historically preceded a
period of decisive class confrontations. Coup-
led: with the 1984 elections, the US interven-
tion in Central America represents a potential-
ly explosive question, one that could gal-
vanize all the sectors of the working class and
all of its demands into one central struggle
against the capitalist class.

: Policy

At the present stage, in terms of its policies,
actions, and alliances, the goal of the move-
ment against US imperialism should be a mass-
ive alliance of labor, Blacks and Latinos, wom-
en workers, and youth for the immediate with-
drawal of the US from Central America. US
Out of Central America!

This alliance, even if in an early form, can

have a powerful presence in the 1984 elections
through a Workers Vote! That is, no support
for the Republicans and Democrats, a fight for
the trade unions to put forward their own can-
didates on platforms that include opposition tc

US intervention in Central America, and a vote

Young Nicaraguan women defend
their cousiry and revolution

for workers and socialist organizations that
appear on the ballot.

And this policy should also have the most
open and united possible expression in a single
fall mass demonstration, uniting all those who
oppose the US intervention under a single slo-
gan demanding immediate withdrawal of the
US from Central America and the Caribbean.

Finally, a policy in support of the revolution
in Central America needs to have a practical
expression as well. All the various campaigns of
medical and technical aid should be combined
into one coordinated central campaign of vol-
unteers for Nicaragua and aid to the rebelsin El
Salvador.

Unfortunately, many of those planned are
being organized around support to the Demo-
cratic Party (see article on this page), rather
than as an independent mobilization against
imperialism, which would necessarily be di-
rected against both the Republican and Demo-
cratic parties. For example, the organizers of
the demonstration at the Democratic Party
National Convention in San Francisco have
actually invited Mondale, along with other
Democrats, to attend the protest. Mondale!
Who has said openly that he is in favor of US
intervention in Central America. Such a policy
is tantamount to handing over the movement
against imperialism to the imperialists them-
selves.

In many cases, as in San Francisco. the slo-
gans of these actions are deliberately designed
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to be acceptable to the Democratic Party and
the liberal wing of the US ruling class. The San
Francisco organizers are calling for a **Vote for
Peace in '84"" and according to The Guardian
summarize peace as:

*“ ... afreeze and reversal of the arms race. a
foreign policy of non-intervention, and the re-
direction of national resources to jobs and hu-
man needs.”

But such a *‘peace™ is in reality only an
instrument of war. Does a ‘‘reversal of the arms
race” also apply to the army of Nicaragua?
Then must Nicaragua disarm also? But this is
also Reagan’s message. Perhaps he is for
“peace™ too! And what exactly is a ‘‘foreign
policy of non-intervention™ Whose foreign
policy? The policy of the Reagan administra-
tion or perhaps the new Mondale administra-
tion (who always say they will never intervene
even while they are doing it)? Or the policy of
the working class and its allies that have to
strangle their imperialist ruling class before
they can even have a “‘foreign policy’™?

The problem with these slogans is that they
leave the question of war, the fate of people. in
the hands of the imperialists, their parties, their
diplomacy, and their generals. They leave them
with all their deceptions and ploys to carry on
their intervention against the people of Central
America.

No support to the parties of imperialism!
Democratic and Republican!.

All out against US intervention!

Democratic Party: Imperialist War Party

*“The lack of a Central America program on
the part of the Democrats is almost as striking
as the firm ideological committment to one of
intervention on the part of the Administration.
The Democrats run whichever way the wind
blows.™

So begins an editorial in the monthly publi-
cation. E/ Salvador Alert. of the national Com-
mittee in Solidarity with the People of El Salva-
dor (CISPES). We are told ‘“‘the Democratic
response to Reagan’s TV speech was pathetic™
and that **US policy can be changed but not
through a movement which relies on Congress
or the Democrats to accomplish its goals.”” Is
this then going to be an energetic defense of the
need for an independent movement to get the
US out of Central America?

Unfortunately not. In fact, it is the opposite.
Because what the editorial admits for the sake
of a left cover — that the Democrats have been
the right arm for Reagan’s imperialist policy in
Central America — is completely undercut by
the stunning conclusion:

“[Speaking of the Democrats]While such
lack of principle presents a rather disgusting
spectacle when spread across the nation’s mass
media, it is nonetheless subject to the pressures
that can be brought to bear.”

Why can't these defenders of ‘‘principles”
make their own stand clear. Why not just say it
outright instead of beating around the bush.
“Vote for the Democrats against Reagan.”
That is the real message that the editorial con-
veys. But the authors cannot quite bring them-
selves to make a clear statement. They are, alas,
too much like the Democrats they criticize who
“‘run whichever way the wind blows.™

But the Democratic Party is no more sus-
ceptible to the pressure of the exploited and
oppressed than the Republican Party is. The
futile attempts to pressure it to stop World War
I, World War II, the Korean and Vietnam
Wars show that. The only result of these false
attempts to channel the movement into pres-
suring the Democrats has been a prolongation
of these wars, of the suffering of the soldiers
and the oppressed population on both sides.
And this is what CISPES’s policy can only
lead to.

Indirectly, however, this editorial does con-
firm a point that it is important to drive home.
What happens in the 1984 elections is going to
have a greater impact on the course of US im-

penalism’s policy in Central America than any
other single event. In fact. that is precisely why
Truth has been fighting for independent Labor
Candidates in the 1984 elections. And, amaz-
ingly enough, while our liberal CISPES auth-
ors can easily bring themselves to recommend a
vote for the Democrats, who they themselves
admit have done nothing but aid Reagan's
policies, they are the first to denounce any
attempt to raise the necessity of Labor Can-
didates. On the grounds, of course, that
CISPES is strictly concerned with ending US
intervention in Central America.

Well, OK. If you don’t want to concern
yourself with politics than please stay out of it
entirely. We don’t need anymore radical fakes
spreading illusions in the Democratic Party.
The American working class has already en-
dured more than a half a century of that. Out
with the Democrats and in with a workers
party! Now there is a clear statement.

Why not be honest? Why not go all the way
and say what is lurking in everyone’s minds.
Mondale is nothing but Reaganism without
Reagan. But of course that would be going too
far. That would be admitting that it is the
Democrats, not the Republicans, who have
presided over most of the imperialist inter-
ventions since World War 1. That would be
admitting the failure of the policies that the
anti-war movement had in the sixties and that
our CISPES authors have now. Yes, the US
was defeated in Vietnam. But that happened in
spite of the wing of the anti-war movement that
wanted to subordinate the movement to the
Democratic Party.

In some respects we cannot expect much
more from the present

policymakers at

CISPES. They were apparently never trained
or schooled in a revolutionary tradition. And.
of course, because of that, they cannot be fault-
ed too much for their historical nearsighted-
ness. That is, for their inability to see that while
it is true today that the working class and its
gigantic battalions of unions, unemployed, and
young have not yet entered en masse into the
anti-intervention -movement, that it is inevit-
able that they do so and that the movement it-
self has no future or hope of succeeding if they
do not. And, therefore, to cave in now before
the Democratic Party and abandon the class
independence of the movement before it has
scarcely begun is to prepare the worst possible
consequences for the future of the anti-inter-
vention movement.

We certainly agree with you that at all costs
“Reagan Must Be Defeated in November.”
And that is why we insist that the workers,
Blacks, and the youth cannot accept a Reagan
clone from the Democratic Party as their can-
didate. Whether Reagan or Mondale is elected
in November, the working class movement and
the movement against US intervention in Cen-
tral America will be much further advanced if a
workers vote is cast in November — for Labor
Candidates, for candidates of working class
organizations, like Mason and Gonzalez of the
Socialist Workers Party, the only candidates
for president and vice president calling for a
Labor Party. And yes, we are ready to work
with anyone who is for building a movement to
stop US intervention in Central America — as
long as we do not have to kneel before those
who hands are stained with the blood of the
people of Central America.

D.M.

'NO TO MONDALE!

Reaganism without Reagan!
Labor Party, Labor Candidates Now!
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NO TO REAGAN AND MOI

For Labor Unity and Independence: Build a L:

Young people, working women and
working men of all races and nationali-
ties!

The Trotskyist Organization calls on
you to join in a common struggle to build
a Labor Party based on the unions. to
make the labor movment independent, to
unite the labor movement and all  ex-
ploited and oppressed working people a-
gainst Reagan and Mondale. We call on
you to begin with a common struggle for
Labor Candidates in the 1984 elections.

A great movement is dawning within
the American working class. The oppo-
sition to Mondale in the Democratic Par-
ty primaries and the support for Jesse
Jackson in the central cities are neither
momentary nor simply Black develop-
ments. The unions’ demands for jobs,
getting back concessions and bitter, bitter
strikes are not the last gasps of a dying
class about to be replaced by “‘high tech-
nology.” And the oppositions to US at-
tacks on Central America and the Middle
East are not relics of the 60s.

No, these are just the first signs of a
tremendous movement that will not stop
until it has settled accounts with the
exploiters and oppressors in one way or
another. It will not stop because it cannot
stop. The American working class Aas to
fight the Reagan regime and its Demo-
cratic Party counterparts in the central
cities. It has to fight the banks and the
corporations and their attempts to drive
down the working class and destroy its
unions here and abroad. It has to, for to
do otherwise means the destruction of the
American working class as a class and that
the American working class will never
accept.

Young people, working women, work-
ing men.

The future of this great movement de-
pends entirely on the independence and
unity of the forces arising today. The
movement itself is inevitable, but the exact
tempo of its development, evolution and
final outcome are not. A working class
leadership independent of the Democratic
Party arising today can strengthen the
movement, enlarge it and hasten its devel-
opment. The lack of same can retard the
movement, give it a sporadic and uneven
character and ultimately lead to serious
setbacks, defeats and even destruction.

Young people, fellow workers: building
a Labor Party based on the unions is the
way to achieve the necessary leadership,
independence and unity.

The Democratic Party

The Democratic Party and the different
factions within it have all appealed to the
working class and particularly to its desire
to free itself from the Reagan regime. And
a number of different working class par-
ties have supported it or one of its can-
didates on this basis (the Communist Par-
ty supports the Democratic Party; the
Workers World Party and the Communist
Workers Party support Jackson). But the
Democratic Party does not represent the
working class. It does not even support the
workers’ basic demands — for an end to
concessions, to discrimination against
Blacks, and to US intervention abroad.

Mondale and the AFL-CIO bureau-
cracy have proven themselves completely
incapable of mobilizing the masses of
union workers, especially Black workers,
behind them, not to mention the oppres-
sed population as a whole. Only a small
fraction of voters have turned out to vote
for Mondale in the primaries. Nor has
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Jackson been able to actually build a
“Rainbow Coalition™” that unites workers
and oppressed peoples against the Reagan
regime. This is not because Jackson is
Black; it is because he doesn’t base himself
on the workers’ organizations, demands
and struggles. His support to the Chrysler
concessions agreement, his opposition to
the Chicago public school employees
strike and his refusal to support the United
Farm Workers boycott are only the most
obvious examples of this divisive policy.

In fact, the Democratic Party represents
the bosses, the bankers, the big business
men — in other words, the bourgeoisie or
capitalist class — just like Reagan and the
Republicans. The only thing that really
distinguishes it from Reagan and the Re-
publicans is its rhetoric about compassion
for the poor, the oppressed, etc. But com-
passion has not and never will put meat on
the table.

The sole purpose of these campaigns is
to divert youth and workers, especially
Black youth and workers in and
around the unions, the heart and soul of
the working class, from a real, mass inde-
pendent and unified struggle against the
Reagan regime; to divide them, to render
them dependent on the powers that be.

A Labor Party

A Labor Party based on the unions on
the other hand can make the working class
independent and unite it.

It can do this because it can base itself
entirely on the workers’ organizations, de-
mands, and. struggles. It doesn’t have to
answer to the capitalist class like the Dem-
ocratic Party, thus it doesn’t have to hold
the line on wages and working and living
conditions, favor one group over another,
play one group off against another, etc.,
like the Democratic Party.

It can not only unite the unions and
union members, the most powerful and
influential organizations in the working
class, now divided between Reagan, Mon-
dale, Jackson, Hart, abstaining and oth-
ers. It can also unite the unions with the
oppressed population as a whole — Black
and white, men and women, native-born
and foreign-born, employed and unem-
ployed — on a broader and deeper basis,
on the basis of their interests as workers.

A Labor Party’s only job is to fight for
the unions and the oppressed population
as a whole. This is why it can unite the
working class, make it independent and
powerful. The Democratic Party’s job on
the other hand is to defend the status quo.
That is why it can only divide the working
class, render it dependent and powerless.

How to Build It

Young people, fellow workers of all
races and nationalities!

The fight for a Labor Party must pro-
ceed today with a fight for Labor Can-
didates in the unions in opposition to Rea-
gan and Mondale. This is the way to gath-
er together and train the forces arising
today that can build a Labor Party.

Many tendencies call for a Labor Party
yet they seem to differ widely on how to
actually go about building that party. For
years tendencies like the Socialist Workers
Party called on the labor bureaucracy to
form a Labor Party. Today these organi-
zations are all supporting pro-Democratic
Party petty bourgeois formations like the
National Black Independent Political Par-
ty or the Peace and Freedom Party and
say these formations will help *‘inspire”

the formation of a Labor Party. They are
also running candidates in the current
elections that call for socialism but say
little about a Labor Party. Perhaps they
think their campaigns will result in a
growth of their own organizations and
that this will eventually result in the for-
mation of a Labor Party. Perhaps they
think socialism is possible without a La-
bor Party. =

In any case, what distinguishes these
tendencies and their methods is that they
do not base themselves on the movements
toward independence arising within the
working class; try to make these move-
ments conscious of their significance and
lead them toward the foundation of a La-
bor Party. They avoid any direct, large
and open struggle in the unions to actually
gather the forces for, train and build a
Labor Party.

Instead they base themselves on the ev-
entual reform of various petty bourgeois
forces, like the labor bureaucracy, NBIPP
or Peace and Freedom, or at best, the
spontaneous evolution of workers con-
sciousness in favor of a Labor Party. But
the development of the class struggle since
1968 shows that these petty bourgeois for-
mations will never lead a struggle for a
Labor Party. Indeed, at each point that the
working class has moved in this direction,
these petty bourgeois forces have tried to
drag it back into the Democratic Party.
This is the role that the labor bureaucracy
has consistently played and the role that
NBIPP and PFP are playing today.

And for precisely this reason the move-
ment itself will not evolve spontaneously
into a Labor Party. The movement itself
will evolve, yes, but not into a Labor Par-
ty, not because the working class is back-
ward or stupid, but because the bourgeoi-
sie, the labor bureaucracy, the Kremlin
and its petty bourgeois supporters are do-
ing everything in their considerable power
to stop it. Thus at each point, promising
movements that opened up the possibility
of building a Labor Party have been di-
verted back into the Democratic Party, di-
vided and broken for want of an alterna-
tive — in 1972 it was McGovem; in 1976
it was Carter; today it is Jackson.

The tendencies and methods that have
based themselves on the eventual reform
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of petty bourgeois forces or the spontan-
eous evolution of the movement into a
Labor Party have not only not brought us
one step closer to building a Labor Party,
they have allowed these promising move-
ments to be divided and dispersed and this
in turn has led to the division and dispersal
of forces within the working class for a
Labor Party. Today there are at least five
major organizations for a Labor Party —

Socialist Workers Party, Internationalist
Workers Party, Revolutionary Workers
League, Socialist Action, Fourth Interna-
tionalist Tendency — and taken together
they don’t have the influence in the unions
that one of them had a decade ago.

A common struggle for Labor Candid-
ates on the other hand, can not only bring
together organizations for a Labor Party
and Labor Candidates, it can go far be-
yond this. It can gather together the forces
arising within the unions and the working
class as a whole against Reagan. It can
overcome the obvious divisions between
Black and white workers, employed and
unemployed workers, organized and un-
organized workers. In this sense it can lay
the foundation for the construction of the
Labor Party.

Naturally there will be people who will
say that this is a nice idea but it’s too late
— we don’t have such candidates, even if
we did we couldn’t get them on the ballot,
etc. But this is beside the point. With a
struggle for Labor Candidates in the
unions it will be possible to find appro-
priate candidates, a way to express this on
the ballot, etc. Without this, the working
class will remain divided, dependent on
the Democratic Party, in other words, sit-
ting ducks for the Reagan regime.

Labor Unity

All tendencies for a Labor Party and
Labor Candidates must unite forces and
make a common fight for these goals in
the unions — in other words, build a La-
bor Party Coalition (or alliance or united
front).

Such a common struggle, such a coali-
tion, will take many different forms and
have many different manifestations — a
common slate, a common platform, a
common fight to put candidates on the
ballot, to get the unions behind this, to
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bor Party Coalition!

build Labor Candidate or Labor Party
Committees or caucuses in the unions. It
can even take the form of a common fight
against union support to Democrats, for
an industry-wide auto strike; or against
solidarity organizations’ support to par-
ties that are not for immediate withdrawal
of US forces from Central America, for a
national demonstration, referendum, etc.,
for immediate withdrawal. It can also take
the form of common candidates or slates
in local union elections.

What is essential is not the form, but the
content — a common fight for the inde-
pendence and unity of the unions and the
working class as a whole, for Labor Can-
didates and a Labor Party.

The Trotskyist Organization has waged
a systematic struggle to achieve this — in
1980 for a Labor Candidate and Labor
Candidate Committees in the unions to
lead this struggle in the 1980 presidential
elections; in 1981 for a Workers Candidate
for mayor of Detroit: in 1982 for Union
Candidates in the Congressional elections:;
in 1983 for a Labor Party slate in the
UAW convention delegate elections and
for a Labor Candidate in the convention
itself; in 1984 for a Labor Candidate and a
Labor Party Coalition to lead this fight.

Petty Bourgeois Disunity

Yet other tendencies that claim to be for
a Labor Party have never joined in this
struggle. By and large they haven’t even
responded to us. Even the participants in
the Emergency National Trotskyist Con-
ference who voted for putting forward a
common slate in the 1984 elections have
refused to do anything to actually carry
this out. And the only responses that we
have received on this score have been from
the IWP that basically argues that there
should be no common fight because the
Trotskyist Organization is no good and
from the RWL that proposed a meeting
that it has refused to carry out.

Why do these tendencies refuse a com-
mon struggle? Why don’t they even bother
to respond, or if they do, they do so with
divisive attacks and evasions? This is not
simply because they disagree with the
Trotskyist Organization’s method for
building a Labor Party. This might ex-
plain why they might not get involved in
the struggle, but not why they don’t even
bother to respond in a principled fashion.

They don’t even bother to reply because
they aren’t concerned with the unity of

working class or Labor Party forces. They
envision a Labor Party as a by-product of
the self-reform of various petty bourgeois
forces, be it the labor bureaucracy, NBIPP
or PFP. Thus they are far more
concerned with forging alliances with
these petty bourgeois forces than they are
with working class forces. And this is an
endless task for the petty bourgeoisie is by
its very nature incapable of real unity
against the bourgeoisie.

One can say at best that these tenden-
cies don’t appreciate the importance of
alliances, even between small organiza-
tions, in opening up the class struggle.
They don’t realize what they are up a-
gainst in forging such alliances — the
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bourgeoisie, which at every turn tries to
divide and split the working class and its
forces. They don't realize that such alli-
ances don’t just happen; they must be
forged, fought for, sealed and maintained
in a difficult and exacting political strug-
gle; that revolutionaries, when such alli-
ances are necessary, do not allow anything
to get in the way of building them. Like
everything else, these tendencies think that
this unity is simply going to arise in the
course of the class struggle.

But this has not happened and it is not
going to happen. On the contrary the
heightening of the class struggle has pro-
duced even more splits within working
class parties and organizations and will
continue to do so — SWP, IWP, RWL,
SA. FIT, etc. And the masses of union-
ized workers are sick and tired of seeing
half-a-dozen different organizations in
front of their factories that can not seem to
make a common struggle for the most
basic goals, nor even explain their differ-
ences in an intelligible fashion.

The refusal of the different tendencies to
enter into a common fight for a Labor
Party and Labor Candidates has not only
left the masses of workers in the hands of
the Democratic Party and the labor bur-
eaucracy in the unions with no alternative
to them; it has also diminished the auth-
ority, influence and growth of every single
one of these organizations.

The Alternative
A common fight for a Labor Party,

Labor Candidates and a Labor Party Co-

_alition in any form will rapidly reverse this

situation. It will change the relationship of
forces between the labor bureaucracy and
the Labor Party forces in the unions. In-
stead of seeing the monolithic pro-Demo-
cratic Party bureaucracy on the one hand
and half-a-dozen different, seemingly in-
distinguishable and insignificant, radical
or socialist organizations on the other,
union members will see two alternatives:
the pro-Democratic Party bureaucracy
and the Labor Party Coalition. And in
such a situation it won'’t be difficult for the
vast majority of workers to choose.

Thus a Labor Party Coalition will be
greater than the sum of its parts, no matter
how small. It will be a clear alternative to
the masses of union members and all ex-
ploited and oppressed people. It will
strengthen the authority, influence and
growth of all independent working class
parties and organizations.

Comrades: there is no excuse for further
delay. All tendencies have a responsibility
not only to join in common struggle to
achieve these goals but also to make anall-
out struggle for every tendency that claims
to represent the working class to do so.
Tendencies that refuse to unite forces a-
gainst the bourgeoisie must be swept a-
side.

In order to build the fight for a Labor
Party, Labor Candidates and a Labor Par-
ty Coalition, the Trotskyist Organization
calls on all working class organizations to
support the Socialist Workers Party can-
didates for president and vice president,
Mel Mason and Andrea Gonzalez, and

1984 Elections

put forward a common slate including
these candidates.

The Trotskyist Organization has been
working to build a Labor Party Coalition
with a fight to put a Labor Party Coalition
itself on the ballot in Michigan and
thus provide Labor Party tendencies with
a framework in which to decide their own
candidates, platform, etc. But we have not
yet been able to mobilize enough support
to achieve this goal. Thus the only can-
didates on the ballot for a Labor Party and
Labor Candidates in a large number of
states will be the SWP candidates. Other
working class candidates that may be on
the ballot will be pro-Democratic Party
candidates like the Communist Party or
Workers World Party candidates. Thus all
Labor Party tendencies have a responsi-
bility to support the SWP candidates
against the bourgeois candidates and pro-
Democratic Party working class candid-
ates.

But support to Mason and Gonzalez
without a struggle for a Labor Party and
Labor Party Candidates, a struggle to ac-
tually build a Labor Party Coalition in the
unions, will mean nothing. Once again we
call on all tendencies for a Labor Party,
especially the Socialist Workers Party, So-
cialist Action, and the Fourth Internation-
alist Tendency, other Mason-Gonzalez
supporters, to join in a common fight for a
common slate in the unions.

The Youth

The working class youth must play a
leading role in the struggle. Only a fight for
a Labor Party and Labor Candidates a-
gainst Reagan and Mondale can bring
about the union and working class inde-
pendence and unity necessary to create a
life for the working class youth in this
moribund system and ultimately free them
from it. necessary to win the jobs, schools,
housing and freedom that the youth must
have to live. And only the youth are free
from the ties to the old policies and organi-
zations holding back this struggle for the
independence and unity of the working
class.

Thus the Trotskyist Organization ad-
dresses itself especially to you, working
class youth, young men, young women, of
all races and nationalities, you who suffer
daily the oppression and indignities of this
dying system. Your struggle for a Labor
Party, Labor Candidates and a Labor Par-
ty Coalition in 1984 can transform, revo-
lutionize your class, render it one, inde-
pendent and powerful.

Join this struggle. Organize yourselves
in circles or clubs of young revolutionaries
to lead this struggle.

As the American Trotskyists, said’ in
1946: ““The American working class is
the source of unlimited power . . . it can lift
the whole world on its shoulders when it
rises ... this is the premise of all our
calculations.”

For the Independence and Unity of the
Working Class!

Labor Party, Labor Candidates, Labor
Party Coalition Now!

Down with Reagan and Mondale!

' For a Labor

Party,

a Labor
Press

Many youth and workers like the idea
of a Labor Party, but they are reluc-

" tant to buy Truth and still more to
- subscribe. But to build an independent

Labor Party you have to have an inde-
pendent labor paper.

The fight for a Labor Party is a fight
for the independence of the unions and
the class as a whole. This means they
must have their own positions, strat-
egy and tactics. They have to have
their own struggle. And there is no
way to do this if workers do not have
their own paper.

Every day the bosses publish reams
and reams of propaganda against the
workers and their struggle. Read the
editorials, the ‘‘news” in the daily pa-
pers. Catch their slant. And, more
often than not, the union papers just
echo this stuff.

We are fighting to build a paper —
and a party — that represents the
working class, serves its interests, a
real workers paper. And we need your
support.

Your subscription will support
Truth financially, extend its circula-
tion and provide you with material to
fight for your class. Subscribe today.
M.G.
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Fill out this form and send it with the correct
amount to Truth, P.O. Box 32546. Detroit, MI 48232

O Introductory Subscription. 6 issues for $1
O Supporting Subscription, 24 issues for $15
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-(Summer Schedul?

Preparations for the Ninth World
Congress of the Fourth International
and summer vacations oblige us to
publish Truth less frequently. The
next issue of Truth will be published
on August 8.
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For a Labor Candidate from Toledo UAW Local 14!

Brothers and sisters of UAW Local 14:

We are writing to you to propose a common
struggle for a Labor Party and Labor Can-
didates because that is what is lacking on all
fronts in the struggle against concessions, scabs
and the entire fight against the bosses’ and
government attacks on the unions. This situa-
tion demands a political response so the in-
terests of the workers can come to dominate the
situation.

Since the May 21 demonstration supported
by 3.000 militant unionists and the June 3 rally
in commemoration of the Toledo Auto-Lite
strike organized by the Toledo Area Solidarity
Committee (TASC). the company has ceased
negotiations. has persecuted 19 strikers who
now face grand jury charges. and has added a
second shift of scabs. Worst of all. the Inter-
national supports Mondale in the elections and
thus puts itself in opposition to independent
organization. This is what the strike is presently
facing and what it has to answer.

What won 3,000 workers to your side was
the will you showed to fight the tactics of the
company — scab labor and ‘**Knuckles.™ Thus
it i$ necessary to continue this struggle. to make
a fight throughout the UAW for mass picket-
ing of AP Parts.

But this determination must begin to take a
political form. The main problem is that the
Republicans and the Democrats dominate the
political scene the elections. It would be a
mistake for you to turmn a deaf ear to doing
political work that would further your cause in
the immediate sense and build a workers party
— a Labor Party. For instance. at the June 3
rally organized by TASC we heard that the
ballot requirements of your state are such that
it would be possible even at this late hour for
vou to collect enough signatures to put can-
didates of Local 14 on the ballot.

You could also support the candidates of the
Socialist Workers Party who are running for
president and vice president (Mason and Gon-
zalez) as a way to take a step toward breaking

To the SWP

We are writing to you, comrades of the Fourth
Internationalist Tendency (FIT) and Socialist
Action (SA). because your two factions and
our organization have all taken a strong po-
sition in favor of a Labor Party. While we are
supporting the candidates of the Socialist Wor-
kers Party for president and vice president,
Mason and Gonzalez, we are doing so critically
— in order to raise the fight for a Labor Party
to the central place it ought to have.

We propose to you. the expelled opposition-
ists of the SWP, a common and coordinated
effort to raise this urgent struggle in the trade
unions in the course of the 1984 election cam-
paign. Concretely, in addition to support for
Mason and Gonzalez, we propose to you that
we fight for the formation of Labor Party
Committees in the key unions in which our
organizations have influence, and that where
the SWP is not putting up candidates, we en-
courage the fielding of Labor Candidates from
these same unions.

Please note that we are making a very con-
crete proposal — the formation of Labor Party
Committees and Labor Candidates in districts
where no working class organizations appear
on the ballot — though certainly a difficult
struggle. Nevertheless, the rewards for the A-
merican working class far outweigh the diffi-
culty.

Finally, we know that there are some poli-
tical obstacles to such an agreement.

In “‘Socialist Strategy for Class Struggle
Transformation of the Unions,”” a draft reso-
lution presented to the SWP NC in August
1983 by what is now the FIT, we read:

“The central propaganda slogan of the
revolutionary socialist party today is ‘Build a
labor partv — independent working class
political action!"

“Revolutionary workers in the unions
should try in all possible ways to organize a
broad rank and file movement favoring the
formation of local labor party committees,
raising the prospect of running labor candid-
ates endorsed by their unions. Where we find ¢
favorable response to these initiatives we must
be prepared to move from the plane of propa-

_ganda to agitation and action.”

In this case there would seem to be every
political basis for joint work. The only poss-
ible barrier is the expressed intention of the FIT
that it remain as a loyal faction of the SWP and
not engage in any public activity. But in this
case, in such a central struggle, the FIT would
be wholly justified in engaging in public activity
that would at the same time be an educational
experience for young members of the SWP, not

with the Democrats and Mondale. who is false-
ly identified in the minds of many workers with
labor.

At the TASC rally we saw a sign that said
**Who we are not™" and they listed The Militant
(newspaper of the Socialist Workers Party) a-
long with **New Solidarity.” This is a mistaken
view. Although we are not in political agreement
with the SWP. it is a working class organization
and **New Solidarity" is not. *‘New Solidarity™
is an anti-labor organization that has attacked
worker militants. The kind of people who be-
long to it are off-duty cops. But the SWP was
once part of a tradition of leading the way fora
working class party and even today it still runs
working class candidates against the two capi-
talist parties. Organizing support for its can-
didates doesn't mean we have to agree with its
platform and the way it put it forward. but it
does mean making a break with the Demo-
crats.

We do not have such short memories that we
have forgotten that Carter and Mondale de-
signed concessions and that “‘our own"" Gov-
ernor Blanchard. the liberal Democratic gover-
nor of Michigan. proudly boasts of *‘saving
Chrysler.”” Now you pay the penalty of the
union heads accepting this policy. The com-
pany went too far when it tried to gouge you for
35% more concessions just as many unions are
showing signs of inner turmoil and struggle
against the leaders who betrayed the ranks over
concessions. as it becomes clear that the worker
got nothing out of concessions.

The Democrats. much like the Republicans.
do not in any way represent labor. All their
policies are geared to represent business inter-
ests. They are the left and right hand of the state
itself. Your candidates. like all Labor Can-
didates. would truly represent the interests of
labor and they would answer to labor and not
to businessmen. the administration and the
courts.

The current leadership of the UAW does not
support your struggle. Bieber was silent and
issued no statement here at Solidarity House

even as help poured into your local, because he
didn’t want ‘‘his man™ Mondale to be em-
barrassed by having to take a position on the
strike. Don't forget that it was Carter/Mon-
dale who invoked the Taft-Hartley Law
against the miners!

If you look back to the Toledo Auto-Lite
Strike of 1984, and search for the reason for its
success, you'll find that it had a political (or
semi-political) leadership. The Unemployed
League that organized it was a part of a larger
organization trying to form the American

Workers Party. They understood how to fight -

the courts, the government and the bosses and
did not leave the political field open for the

Democrats to destroy the fight for the C1O. We
know this because the organizers of the strike
ended up in the same party with our prede-
cessors who went on to provide the leadership
of the Minneapolis Teamsters strike.

We hope to know your response soon for a
common struggle for a Labor Party and Labor
Candidates.

Fraternally.

Barbara Putnam

Organizer, Detroit Local Committee
Trotskyist Organization

and member Local 2071, UAW

On June 12, the Supreme Court ruled a-
gainst a lower court order that was sup-
posed to prevent a disproportionate layoff
of Black firefighters in Memphis who were
under the “‘protection™ of an affirmative
action consent decree. Reagan’s attorney
general, William French Smith, hailed the
decision saying, ‘‘federal courts cannot im-
pose quotas based on racial considerations
... we have maintained all along that quo-
tas are a device for discrimination.™

The worst side of the story is that the
firefighters union. on behalf of three white
firefighters. filed the appeal claiming that
the affirmative action consent decree was a
violation of seniority clauses in the union
contract. and this was upheld by the Su-
preme Court. This decision is a blow to
Black workers. It underlines the necessity of
having an independent policy to begin with.
It is clear that what the left hand giveth. the
right hand taketh away.

While the seniority system in the unions
was historically designed to prevent indus-
try from using up workers for a short time,

)
rNo to the Oppression of Blacks!

then throwing them into the streets. the
unions have never consistently defended the
rights of Black workers. Blacks. women and
immigrants have always been “‘the last hi-
red and the first fired.”” The new ruling
institutionalizes this reality with the collab-
oration of the unions. Albert Shankar. head
of the teachers union and a member of the
AFL-CIO executive council, as a staunch
opponent of affirmative action, gave the
union seal of approval: **We believe senior-
ity rules are good in the long run for minor-
ities because they're objective.”” But object-
ively. Blacks. women and other minorities
are “‘the last hired and the first fired.”

We don't believe that affirmative action
will solve centuries of racial discrimination.
But a strong fight in the unions lead by
Blacks can begin to untie the Gordian knot
the union bureaucrats have made by tying
the unions to the state and the needs of
industry. This means a fight for a sliding
scale of hours. dividing work among all
workers with no cut in pay.

B.P. J

Oppositions: For a Common Fight

to mention workers as a whole.

On the other hand, while Socialist Action
does engage in public activity, it puts forward a
different position on the Labor Party in its
*‘Trade Union Resolution,” submitted to the
same SWP NC Plenum:

““The most pressing objective need now fa-
cing the American working class is the con-
struction of an independent labor party.

“The launching of this historically necessary
and decisive step can only occur through the
inspiration and mobilization of the mass of

American workers and their allies.™

Thus while SA agrees on the necessity of a
Labor Party and on its objective importance, at
least at the time of this resolution, it does not
see any concrete steps that can be taken to raise
this struggle in the working class. But then, this
resolution is already a year old. In that year, the
crisis of the Democratic Party has accelerated
sharply. and the question of class independence
in the 1984 elections has come to the forefront
of the political situation in the US. And while it
is true that a mass Labor Party is not on the

political horizon before the elections, it is also
just as true that the fight we are proposing
could make the workers’ experiences in the
elections an integral part of the formation of a
Labor Party.

In simple terms. the needs of the present
situation far outweigh any reasons either the
FIT or the SA might have for abstaining from
such common work. We await your reply.

Secretariat of the Trotskyist Organization

What You Can Do for Nicaragua

A coalition including a number of left trade
union leaders — Victor Reuther, Pete Kelly
from the United Auto Workers (UAW); Ron
Weisen from the United Steel Workers
(USW):; Tony Mazzochi from the Oil, Chem-
ical and Atomic Workers (OCAW) — has
just issued a call for an ‘*Emergency Na-
tional Conference to Plan United Action A-
gainst U.S. Military Intervention in Central
America/The Caribbean' on September 14
in Cleveland. Ohio.

This is the first time that these leaders
have taken any action against US interven-
tion in Central America; they did not even
fight Lane Kirkland, AFL-CIO head, and
his participation in Reagan‘s war planning
board. Thus, their decision is a manifesta-
tion of the tremendous will of American
young and working people to end their gov-
ernment’s exploitation and oppression of
their class brothers and sisters in Central
America, to establish free and fraternal re-
lations with these peoples and end their mu-
tual isolation. Thus we support this call and
appeal to others to do the same.

At the same time, it is also clear that these
same leaders want to channel thisaction into
pressure on the right-wing trade union bur-
eaucracy and the imperialist Democratic
War Party as a whole. The call reads: ‘“The
urgent need now is to unite all opponents of
U.S. government intervention in order to
mobilize the kind of broad, clear, massive
expression (our emphasis) necessary to stop the
war against the peoples of Central America/
the Caribbean.”

But an “‘expression’” will not stop either Rea-
gan or Mondale from intervening in Central
America. American youth and workers have
expressed themselves on this question thou-

sands of times in the course of wars led by the
imperialist Republican and Democratic Parties
— World War I, World War II, Korea, Viet-
nam, Iran, Nicaragua, Grenada — yet neither
the Republicans nor the Democrats budged
one inch.

The US finally withdrew its troops from
Europe and Asia after World War Il only when
revolutionary workers in the US and Europe
rose up against the presence of those troops;
when strikes and near general strikes swept the
US and France, when revolutions swept Italy
and Greece, when the troops themselves or-
ganized massive demonstrations in Paris and
Guam demanding to be sent home. The US
finally withdrew its troops and aid from Viet-
nam when the North Vietnamese drove them
out in 1975.

Thus the only way to stop US intervention in
Central America and the Caribbean is to de
feat the US intervention. This means a fight for
immediate and unconditional withdrawal of all
US troops and aid from Central America; vol-
teers and other torms of material aid to defend
Nicaragua against the imminent US invasion: a
union boycott of all US troops and aid to
Central America; workers parties and workers
candidates based on the unions to lead this
struggle throughout the Americas.

Today the Trotskyist Organization is fight-
ing for a united front of all working class or-
ganizations for immediate and unconditional
withdrawal of all US troops and aid from Cen-
tral America as a first step in this struggle. But
other tendencies that claim to represent the
working class, particularly the Socialist Work-
ers Party, are very reluctant to join in such a
struggle. They do not want to alienate the lib-
eral Democrats. They want to leave the door
open to a negotiated settlement in Central Am-

erica in which the US retains its power and
privileges but cuts its costs.

But the American youth and workers cannot
accept such an orientation. The US has nothing
to negotiate. If we allow Reagan, the US bank-
ers, businessmen and bosses the right to retain
power and privileges over our brothers and
sisters in Nicaragua or El Salvador, we allow
them the right to retain their power and priv-
ileges over us as well. Behind the US inter-
vention in Central America is the fundamen-
tally racist ideology according to which these
people are incapable of ruling themselves, the
same racist ideology they use to rule over us.
So, for their freedom and ours, US out of
Central America; defend Nicaragua.

If you support this struggle you can march
on July 21 in Detroit. You can join the fight for
a united front or volunteers. You can make a
pledge to the International Workers Fund to
help finance our struggle to build workers par-
ties to lead this fight. Your pledge is especially
important today at the time of our World Con-
gress, which involves delegates coming togeth-
er from across the world.

Make your pledge today. (Make checks pay-
able to IWF-Margaret Vitale, and send to
Truth.)

M.G.
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PLEDGE —

to the International Workers Fund

Send checks or money orders payable
to M. Vitale to TRUTH, P.O. Box 32546,
Detroit, Ml 48232
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