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May Day 1951 ‘
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The recent cruel defeats of the workinz - dlass
movement have been unable to wipe out the heaning and
significance of this international workers! holiday!
This amazing fact should give pause to those who talk
glibly about the failure of socialism, In a period of
reaction, the mode of life of the intellasctuals becomes
cynicism, apathy and soul-searching; workers, on the
contrary, merely sive up political action, or acquiesce
in the pro-capitalist leadership of their officialdom.
This is the case today,

In America it must be remembered that organized
labor, under the influence of the ultra-conservative
Gomper's leadership, refused from the very beginninz to
celebrate international labor solidarity, It was left
to the socialist and radical parties to ieep this day
in trust untid it should be made the property of the
mighty American labor movement
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In RBurope, however, llay Day has Yong ﬁe?n . feared
‘and hated by the ruling classesi, Along withithe red
fleg it is a symbol loved and respected by the;people;
sttacked and reviled by their exploiters.; It has : be=

come the great holiday celebrating freedom, socialism’

and workers' power,

The content, meahing and slcgans of May Day’ have,

 of course, changed with the’ebbs and flows of the class ;
struggle. DBeginning in 1689 the Second; . International,-.

through its various mass Farties thmoughout Europe and

Anmerica, @id the great service of popularizing ‘the !
eight-hour day, the trade union movement, co-operatives,

universal suffrage, anti-militarism and all the other
progrsssive and necessary demands of a slowly grewing

inpernational working-class movement. Although May-Day.

tended to become a celebration instead of a demonstra-
tion, it at least expressed labor's demands, grievadcass
. and hopes for a better world, T

. "Mhe pro-war betrayal .of the leadership of the Sec-
ond Intéraatiohal " in 1914 - came as a great shock and
attengts were iade, ' some successful, to turh May " Day
 into & puny, -patriotie,.  pro-capitilist celebration,
‘But these attempts were eut short by the great October
Revolution{ : oo o e

: ,i,iﬁhﬁar the - leadership ‘of Lenin and Trotsky, the
‘Third International once more placed: llay Day before the
eyes of the world, but this time on an infinitely high-

_er plane, From a day of celebration it became a day of

struggle., The slogans began to change: workers' power,
- Soviets, revolntioniry strugzle became the order of the
_-day, The Russian’ revolution. unleashed great ‘social
. forces which shook capitalist -sopiety to its foundd-
. tiohs! It implanted, with -the.power of a. fixed convice
tion, ideas which can never be stricken from the con-

sciousness of mankind,

- how preparing for a new war,

-and  destruction.
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The first workers! state re-
mains for us, just as the Paris Commune did for the so-
cialists before World War I, the image of the future,
Despite its mistakes, its often confused and fumbling

- moves, the Russian Workers' Republic of 1917-1922 is

an eternal possession of progressive mankind,

Just as the failure of world socialism revolubtion
led directly to the growth of Fascism and World War IT
80 the rise of a monstrous totalitarian police regime
in Russia has helped to divide the peoples into &wo
huge war camps,

The victors in World War II, not satisfied with
the division of the earth made at Yalta in 1945, are
"Operation meat-grindert
arlses before our eyes as the painful image of death
This will be the price if mankind
does not turn toward socialism!

At the same time it is heartening to know that
comrades in the Ukraine are fighting a militant, polit-
ieal struggle against the tyranny of the Kremlin, Bven
more heartening is the recent news of the workers! and

- students' strike against Franco in Barcelona and Ma~

drid, The day of the Spanish revolution and of “the
complete demise of the Franco dictatorship has been
pushed much closer. To the Indian Socialist Party, the
Independent Labor Party of England and to all socialist
militgnts throuzhout the world who are working for a
new international socialist movement, we extend our
sincere greetings and feelings of solidarity,

It is ttig new international which is the need of
the day. To advance,it must assimilate the past and
project & program for the future. This program must
take as its hub the ideas of the third camp, It must .
inscribe on its banners the words: Against Both Imper-
ialist War Camps! For the Third Camp of Demoeratic So=
cialism! This is the lesson of May Day 195114

The Editors
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In. the ' Berkéley “City Election of 4pril 3rd 3 so-
cialist appearsd on the ballot for the first time in
- "over'30 yearss * Although the election was a non-parti-
i: san ond, Durward T, DuRant rah under the political ban-
i-per of the Socialist Party.' The Socialist Youth League
friends” heartily joined inthis campaign to
bring socialist ideas before the people of “Berkelsy,

i B A ldampus committes to stipport *Mr, -DuRént was forme
§ﬁ=edfdfﬁbnéiregyéSentatiVéfffcﬂ~thé'*Sdgialisttfgrty;jone
" fron bhe SYL, 6A& from thé'Berkeley Socialist Club and
¢ I-several independents, Working . in-’'close harmony the
1 grovps and ‘individuals»plannéd"and-éxeegtédfalcampaign

consisting of a social, " a ‘street meeting and a motor—
. cade in the campus area,

4 FERIRAEY

i . Results  excecded by far ‘even the most liberal es-
o Eimates ‘6f-all oncersed, - Three thousand ballots were
odst for My, DuRant, approximdtely 16% of the ‘total
:ivéﬁe>£@r%'Mr;‘«?ureéll’“%hg~1éadinglCahdidate;'“"Eﬁfthe
JBTeds cishrroundisgt the campus, - where campaigning was
-doney -Hhe vote east For: DuRant ranged - from 25% to %404
++of. the " vote for the: top -candidate: in each precinct,
;¢Thi3¢tvo$e'isfafmaét~-%nﬁbd§agiﬁg#’éigh when it %s com-
pared tothe four thousand Votes ‘cast For BilY'- Lowe,
~-second~time candidate in the “Bérkeley city-electitns,
who ran without éisclosing'hié'St&liﬁiéﬁﬁ&ffiliatibh%,

flere, "indeed, is evidence of the faith of many
-people in the ideals of socialism. 4 small united cam-
paign by these three socialist groups has yielded stur~
4ling results! The high percentage of votes for DuRant
~lo the - campus area ‘is ample proof of the effectiveness
- of such:a campaign; . The price? A united action, By
working in close co<operation, three socialist groups
:have shown that joint action is not only feasible but
also extremely effective, #

by certain "aggressive" and "warlike®™ nations,

‘5‘

In American colleges and Universities today} the
term imperialism is being put on the academic black~
list,

| mperialism Todayr

J S, SS—

Despite its great currency among nineteenth cente
ury social soeientists, the use of the concept is be-
ginning to be looked upon as a breach of good manners
rather than an invaluable aid to historic analysis, The
American Century exerts a profound influence on all
realms of thought, but i%s’- pernicious effect on the
average student is often overlooked., The sophisticated
indifference of the grdduate student toward the man-
ifest absurdities of Sunday Supplement social theory
removes no cobwebs from the brains of his less fortune
ate breathren.

The hack journalist has an easy time of it, To
speak of American imperialism is to give aid and com-
fort to the Communists who are trying to smear .a
country which supplies Marshall Aid to half the world,
which has no record of colonidlism, and which projects
a Point 4 program to aid underdeveloped areas, The
bidecus theoretical lucubrations of Stglinism only
serve to add fuel to the fire,

A second line of defense is used against real
Marxist theory. Students are informed that imperialism
is merely another word for the foreign policy adopted
Another
version © has ‘it that imperialism has decreased tremend-

- ously  since the formation of the U.N, in 1945. Still

another identifies imperialism with colonialism and
then points with pride to America's undeniable lack of
colonies. Most of this was contained in the works of
J. &, Hobson and is perfectly in line with a natural
rights philosophy which was long ago chased out of most
other realms of social science. A4mericals ruthless uase

of the U.N. in Korea leaves the World federalists with
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only half the workd to play with; the other half, un-
lucidily, lies behind the iron curtain,

The real theoretic Justificstion for Anmerican
- world’ asgsudansy is yet to be writion, There are ine
dieaticas, however, that it will be set in terms of a
ganmenl sonsept long endeared to the home=spun patriots
wio g2t osbyles in Awsrican ideoicgy, It will be an P
towdate varisty of the old dogma. of American Exception-
alism}

The. influence of the frontier, isolationism, the
Arerican Way of ILife~~-these are but wvariations on a

Singis themes the rigid inzistence on the uniqueness. of
Lms v institutions, The unrsoonstiructed sxception-

alist refuses to gencralize frem Europs to Rwsrieas he
troansmaves the genuire differences in development into
& vuigtr  baskwoods particularism, Just as he insisted
during the L¥E0°s %hat Americs had "outgromn" the ine
dustrisl crise s which affliet all capitalist econemiss,
80 today be is the umselfish advocate ol the State Dew
prrimeris heavy~handed bemevolence in world affairs,
whish he picknames "world responsibility,?

The word imperialism hes a iong history, but it

begen to reveive an exach scientific connotation during
the lather pert of the nineteenth centurys, It more and
wre came to mean the process of political aund economio
Srprnsion of the great Western capitalist ma tioms inko
B o0liomioally more baclkward regions of the worid,
Tuis process was subslantially completed by the turn of
the genincy and led dirsstly to the first Wopld VWap
which Ienin defined as an "imperialist war" whose basie
burnose was the £EZ§£ZE§§EP~ of the world? resourve s,
markets and rew materiais on the basis of the relative
economic strength of the great powers,

To describe this development wes not enm;gh. Lenin

sought for the deeper ‘ressons which impelied modern

capitalist nations ints the tremendously expensive and
dangervus;'ax@edient of world war, The motor force for

P

the political expansion of the great powers was discove
ered to be the automatic and uncontrolled accumulation
of capital, Secondary and subsidiary factors certainly
entered in, and these helped to explain the form and
tempo of the world struggle, The constant increase and
the direction of the struggle was found to be a product
of capitalist production itself, The Fact that it as-
suged unprecedented dimensions after 1870 and slowly
built-up to the great war was the result of the rapid
and uninterrupted growth of monopoly within the frame-
work of free enterprise and the world market,

To misunderstand this theory as a mere chase after
markets, spheres of influence, and raw materials by
greedy or ‘"selfish" governments is to do it.to death.
Nor is the Specific interrelationship hetween the need
to export capital and foreizn policy an automatic one.
To replace concrete analysis with lifeless schemes will
not help. what is important and sufficient in each
case, is whether theoretical analysis provides a hasis

-for judgment and practical action.

Lenin concluded that the world war was reactionary

i.e,, that the hitherto progressive expansion of
the jsroductive forces hy capitalism was historically
at an end, and that its continuation would result in

decay, destruction and chaos. Scarcely had he finished

- his study when the revolution broke-out in Russia and

an important area of the world's
from the capitalist arena,

economy was removed

It is important to remember that the political and
social content of Whrld War I was not altered by the
military form it assumed., It is a problem of con-
sequences and not of guilt. The problem of who struck
the first blew could determine when the war would start
but its results were the product of the entire previous
historical development, The supposed aggression of the
vigorous German nation was nothing but a reflection of

.its need for colonies and markets; the older imperial

nations ~--England, . France, Holland, ete,,~= had but to
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defend the status quo. The parallel between the rise

of Germany to great power status and the present world.

extension of American influemce is obviogs,

The destruction of the Russian wo;kers?ﬂstaﬁesby
the Stalin clique and the cruel defsats of the sociale

ist movement, made a Fascist solution possible, The
2nd, World War wrepeated the vast struggle for world

hegemony bezun in 1914, but on an dinfinitely more ree
actionary basis. For the first time, modern European
nations themselves were subjected to semi-colonial
treatment, Bezinning as an English colony, America had
risen by 1945 to the position' of the richest, most
powerful industrial nation in world history, The stage
vas finclly set by the Yalta and Potsdam“agreements for
the truly global . conflict between Russia and the U.S,

which woday threatens the very foundations of buman

cultiure,

Ahile Iurope "was .decimated and reduted to sube
servience by the two .wars, the [.S. has grown ever more
powerful until today ‘it is the economic overseer of
half the globs! The fact thot this -huge growth has
bitherto been basically internal should not obscure the

astounding in®rease in external power and influence,The-

dmorican economic and political “bailiwick now ex-
tends over Soubh America, hestern Hurope, and through~

out the Far Hast into Japan, Formosa and Korea, The o
Truman-kacArthur struggle is an excellent illustration.
the quest=

of where 4merican imperialism stands today:
ion at issue is nov war or peace, bub war in Burope . or
war in the Far fast}! '

The future of America is only too evident, Arms

standardization, military occupation, U.,M.T,, the in= -
crease of executive power, huge debts, economic con-

trols, power struggles, military adventures and all of
the political and social evils which go with the rise
to "world leadership." : L

If it is futile to deny the unmistaksable imper~ =~

ialist content of American foreign policy, it is equale
1y impossible to identify it with ®old-fachioned” cols
onial 1imperialism, It is true that +ihis is still the
epoch of capitalist declime, that eolonialiam though
weakemed still exists, that the big powers continue to

struggle for markets, raw materials, spheres of ine

fluence and areas of investment, Important changes in-
world economy have oceurred, however, which require a

" “feinterpretation of imperialism,

The rise of bureaucratic collectiviem in Russia

“and 1its extension to Zastern Burope and China zives to

the present imperialist conflict a gocial charaeter,

. Instead of various capitalist countries struggling fox
© a redivision of the earth, we have a global struggle
. for world supremacy between two incompatable szocial

Bystems. In neither war camp is there an alliance bew

tween comparatively equal imperialist nations (as was

~ true even in the 1last World War); the essentially re-

actionary nature - of this struggle is revealed by the
fixity of the lines of conflict and the subordinate
natere of the smaller nations, America steps forward
ag the super-exploiter of half the world, while Russia

" eynically plunders the areas under its control,

There is no need to play down the real nature of

‘the  Marshall Flan, Point 4, or the other "aid" schemes

of American imperialism, for it is precisely its leade

ing role in the capitalist bloc which demands the use

of international pump-priming to revive Eurcpean cap=
italism, The undoubted success of the Marshall Plan
attests to the far-sightedness of the American bourg-
eoisie, not its global humanitarianism, The timidity
of the American investor in the face of a permanent

" erisis in world economy requires government intervente
~ ion into the field of long-term foreign invesiments.

The meagre success of Point 4, combined with a stup-

endous accumalation of capital has produced an essent-
‘ially new stage in the development of monopoly capital-

ism, the permanent war economy! The government budget

- becomes transformed into an independent economic factox
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- The racord accumulation of capital in the last 15
years, combined with a pitifully low foreign investment
necessitates huge .government war expenditures, Ths
permanent war economy brings with it the Garrison State

- domestically and an intense aggravation of the inter-
national struggle with Stalinism leading directly to a
new and ever mors catastrophic world war, The concept
of imperiilism, therefore, becomes an absolutely indige
pensible means of understanding and changing the world.

Student Audiences Greet

Shachtman on West Coast

Max Shachtman, National Chairman of the Independ-
ent boclalist League, spoke before several student aud-
iences during his recent tour of the West Coast,

On Tuesday, 4pril 17, at the University of Wash-
ington in Geattle, Shachtian exchanged views with Dr,
Franlz #Williston of the Far Eastern Department on the
subject,, "Will the Ui rolicy Lead to Peace in the Far
East?® That evening many interested students discussed
the ideas of independent socialism with Shachtman and
were impressed with the need of an active campus SYL,

At the University of California (Berkeley), a dis-
cussion of the Barcelona general strikes drew £ifsy
students. 4 last minute, off-campus meeting was re-
quired since the Spanish Consul-General of San Fran-
cisco called off a scheduled debate on the question,
“Should America 4id Franco Spain? ‘

Thursday evening Shachtman spoke before 90 Reed
College students in Portland on "The Socialist Alter-
native,"  Students from Reed and Oregon State attended
an informal bull session after the talk, and it was de-

cided to organize SYL units on both campuses, Students -

interested in having Shachtman visit their campus on
hils next tour should contact the Student Socialist,#

LI T
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FUMICATING THE
POLECAT

(reprinted from The S.F. Chroniele, April 8 )

Bl ——

Amsricans, though wholeheartedly ocontent with
their petionnl economic system; apparently feel thot it
needs another name than “eapitalism®

This oonclusion wes dwawm this week by William I,
Nichols editor of This Week Megazine, which uappears
Swndays witih ‘the Chronicle,

Niehols and his staff have been reading thousands
of Jevlcss responding to his articie in ks Sundhy,
Mawoh 4 I3 of %his’ Weelko In ity NicheX=» hnd indiw
exind  wnaw  bus word eapitullea® ocaussd soncidsrable
misundsrstanding anl often oarried unwholesome conno-
tations hsre aud abroad

Nichols invited readers to write in, sugpeshing a
new nane  for our econcmic svsieme Thousands dide Kore

than 11,000 Ietters poured into the New York offioce of

This W'@Gkg« .

"We were swemped with mail from ewsry se tion of
the country," said Nizholse "And aliost withoat o
ception, the suggestions showed serious end intelilgent
thoughte" '

Such pames as "Americanism,"” "ineentivism," "pe
dustrialism," and ™ndividualism" appeaved huadsnds of
timese Many write carefully~thought~oui essays on the
American way of life, '

Letters came from miniziers, statesuon, fearmees,
students, professors, servicessn, worksrs, and busie
ne ssmen o3 z
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Agenda for West Coast
Ariti—War Conference

Place = The Case Hotel, 1106 S, Broadway, Los 4ngeles,
‘ o " 6th Floor Conference Room ,

Vlednesday, April 25

" Morning session at 10 W;Mternoonk session at 1PM -

1, Presiding Conmitiéde Repovts

2. The American Scene -

3. Reports from Localities: -

4. Repobt on April 14 Pacifist Conference
Evening Sessionat 8 PM, '
. i.. Stalinism, Reports and Discussion

Thursda ril 26 L a . ~
Mggnipng and Afternoon sessions, 10 AM §xx.1d 1 Py,
- 1. Conorete ictionstand Perdpectiven-s
Against War by the Conference
Zs The British Iabor Party and Brilain in
_ the War, Reports and Discussion
 Evening,.Session at 8 P, -
.. 3 Socialism and the War, Reports, Discuse
sion 8nd Program Against Var

INTERESTED For further information £i11
. ' ‘out this blank and mail it to:
I THES -
THE SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE
466 = 10th Street, Oakland
Name: -
| Addresss. Phone:

B S

" Students. Help

4 P iCkG L F,am— 0 EC‘

onsulate -

.- 1-oStudents | from UCLA and L4 City College.helped seb
. Up a.two hour. picket line in’front of the Spanish Gon-
.. Bulate in domntown Los: Angeles on the morning of April
X4, 7 "Six" docialist organizations, including. the SYL,
united to form this anfi-Franco demonstration in res-
... ponse  to an appeal.frofi. the: Spanish forkers Party, the
- . POUM, . for  Support  to. the recent Barcelona gensral

T

d.for. the liberation of 5,000. imprisoned

7. The pickét ling took on an anti-totalitarian char-

#cter by the use of slogins and placards saying, "Down

* . Hith Dictators on Both Sides of the Iron Curtain,® iFor
Dénmocracy Everywhere,® and "Against the, Tyrants Franco
~ &nd Stalin.™ Consequently, neither the Communist. Party
.., BoY the Sociatist—Workers Party participated, and -the
. ‘action was carried through by the Independent Sccialist
 League,  the Socialist. Party, the Libertarian Socialist
“Leagué, ' the Ydung People's Socialist League, the West-

_ Wood Socialist Glub, ds well as the SYL, =

Besides the!thirky sign carvying pickets, -a sym-
pathetic - erowd of several hindred bystanders served to °
give the demonstration. a political sigznificance, Even
the Hearst Herald Express had to publicize the event
with a three column picture of the picket line. The
Spanish Consul himself was compelled io acknowledge the

~ demopstration as well as the general strike, His re=
marks, however, flew in the testh of every American
correspondent in Madrid when he said, ",,.there was a3
small general strike in Barcelona, Spain, three weeks
‘ago-which lasted ohly two or three hours.
- tling "a small general strike" is as apologetic as the

His belit= .



“M‘
expression "a little bit pregnant.”

In preparation for the picket line the SYL under-
took an open air meeting at City College on Thursday,
dpril 12, The students saw their free speech sHamefully
violated by a few hoodlums directed by the notoriously
anti-democratic school administration, The sprinkling
system was turned upon those gathered to listen to the
gspeaker, The school's vice-president, Milham, circu-
lated throuzh the crowd and beamingly approved the ef<
forts at unlawful violence of a handfull of hooligans.
The chief hoodlum, Rovert Munger, was identified as a
supporter of America's Fascists, Gerald L.K, Smith and
Viesley Swuift,

As a result of this scandalous conspiracy between
the adminisiration of a publicly endowed school and a
few Fascist disrupters, the SYL has decided to spot
light in open exposure the continual attempts at L.4.
City Colleze to aoridve free speech, peaceful assembly,
student self«aavarnment, and the minority wrights of
Spanish speaking, Negro and Jewish students. Liberals,
thv free press, and all democrats are being mobilized
in support of free speech for all, Already the execu-
tive editor of Gity Colleze's Collegian has written a
two column feature story accurately exposing the antics
of the reactionary forces at the public meeting. The
images of both Franco and Stalin loom large if such
events are to go unchallenged, #

SATHER GATE MEETING |
subject:

Jhe Meaning of MayDay/95!
NOON —

MAY DAY

- Soctalist Youth Unite For
2nd /—\m‘z—\/\/ar Conference

{ios Angeles, Aprll 25-—--For the second time within a
period of six months, anti-war socialist ‘youth from the
West Coast will come tngethér in a . conference to Work
out joint views and methods in the struggle agalnst war: -
and reautlon inh Amerlca :

Once again studenus from all over. the flest Coast
will- attend ‘the sessiobs.which will be held at the-Case
Hotel in Los Angeles, A simple fee of 25¢ will admit
any ihterested student to all of the conference ses~
gions. During the two days all types of orzanizational
and political items of real importance will be dis-
cussed., . The azenda includes such items as Stalinism,
the- Brltlsh Labor Party, the American scene, over which
there is. sure to be zood discussion and debate.

» The three inltlatlﬁg orgdalzatlons are agaln the
leertarxan ‘Socialist League, the -Socialist Youbh
League and the Younz Peoplest Sccialist League, The
overriding ‘importance of tke war danger has once more
slashed through traditional organizational differencesi.
This conference can well tuach a lesson to the entire
antl—war socialist movement on the need for cooperauxon
and unity.

The problems before this conference are manifold,
It should, of course, cement even closer the ties bind~-
ing together all those socialist youth who reject both
war camps,  War tests all political programs with a
bloody ‘hand and in the vast conflagration which is ap~

~ proaching, a unified, aggressive, anti-war youth move-

ment could exert an influence far beyond present ex-

B -pectations, Such a situation demands the flinging as-

ide of all sectarian an@ separat&st congiderations ,#
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Of even greater. importance is. the .necessity to
work out, during the educational and discussion meet-
ings, a clear, understandable, popular third-camp po-
sition which can be. applied on the campuses in the
present world conflict between the forces of totalitar-
ian Stalinism and demoeratic capitalist imperialism,
Such a program must bezin with an understanding of the
social character of this struzgle, It should clearly
underline the great threat to the labor and socialist
movement represented by Stalinism, the reaciionary and
utopian character of the capitalist military response,
and the democratic socialist alternative to the coming
bloody and futile world war., In doing so the confer-
ence should be able to help weaken and destroy any pa-
triotic or "lesser evil" response to the war situvation.

Joint, wunited-front actions of the various groups
in both Los Angeles and Berkeley have helped to set the
stage for the conference and the actions which should
flow from it,  In Berkeley a joint anti-Franco street
meeting was sponsored by the SYL and the Socialist Club
during which the comrades vigorously defended them-
selves from a provocative physical assault. 4 “joint
election campaign of the Socialist Party and the Inde-
pendent Socialist League netted three thousand votes
for Durward DuRant in the Berkeley elections, A united
front picket line before the Spanish Consulate is now
being organized,

In Los Angeles, the excellent united-front pleket
line before the Spanish Consulate is a real lesson in
the need for unity, Another example of this was the
cooperative socialist-pacifist bloc which chased the
Stalinist disrupters out of the April 14 Pacifist Con-
ference,

This conference holds great promise for the anti-
war struggle, The Socialist Youth League sends com-
radely greetings to all the delegates, obserpvers and
participants,
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