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After Soares, Mitterrand?

THE PORTUGUESE Socialist Parly (PS) and s léader
Marte Soarss have masciveed, albeit  tempotarlly, thea
governmenial slalamale in Portugal, They have reachad an
agreameni with the right-wing Canire Democrais |G
wharaby tha Latter will receive throe Minigtrias &8 a price ror
{hair support o the Soares govermmant. Including tha
prestigious Minigiry ol Forekgn Atfairs.

Evar since the massive sslbacks suffersd By the
Portuguess working class in Movember 1375, |_I hag oesen
ther Sochalisi Parly which Naa bean tha cantral inatroment
fod msintaining bourgeois damacracy. Thea sliuation since
then Bas- Bean marked by a paliticai and sconomic
instablity and desplie & sa&l 0o Fegrassiva moasures,
eapacially owar land relorm, the Porluguase working ciass
has not allowsd the Sosnas govemmant to ride roughahad
ower il inferasls

Soares pralesrad an alllance with ihe Centre 1o one with
the Communist Party | PCP). Thiz was not 80 much bacause
the PCE wae pulling loraard unaccaptabde demands, bul
simpdy bacausa fhe mova could have bean misintarproded
by the intemational bourgecisie and tha Porlisuasa
working class. The Infernational Monatary Fund would
naiurally have opposad any idea of a PS-PCP gavernmant,
aspecially whaere the PCP had cpposed the conditions
attackad to s proposed lpan fo the Fortuguesa
govarnmoni. The odd PCF minigter would have bDeen
accegiable, bul tha BCP rpfused to eniér & govemimant
whilch collatorated with the COS,

More 1o the poant the PCP militante would have probadiy
refused fo Becepd Lha ‘pact for social peace’ {austerily
measures) demanded by Soarea. 5S¢ Portugal now has a
coalition governmant with a Communigl Pary in
opposion But thig I8 noloa salisiaciory solution Tiwt
Ponuguese caphtal and is unlikely 1o lead Lo any long-term
stability,

The Soaras experience will provide -an exampla to
Francoia Mitterrang and the Socualisd Pady |[FS} in Franca,
With the coblapse of the Union of the Lel, Mitberrand is
gbaolved of any responsibilities of an alllgnce with tha
French Communigl Party (PGF], I the PS amarges as Lha
minghe largast party, an alliance with Giscard s man to form
a PE-dominaled govesnment cannot be excluded. In whith
case 1he PCF would be in oppasition [throwgh Its own
choicel in France as wall :

Despite its ‘Euracommuniat’ slance, the PCF is claser, in
some ways, 10 Cunhal in Portugal rather ihan Garrillc and
Bertinguer in Spaln and ttaly. What this indicales s that it
5 faciio to ascribe the serme lactical gualites to every
Cammmunist Party in Europe — & comman mistaka in tha
far loft prees. With actusl or potantial governmental crises
in Portisgal, Spain, France and laly, 1t |8 not anough for
revolutionary sociatists 1o fall back on the timeless (ruiha
of tha necessity of dual power ar whatewar, Wa must
axamina owr attiude to ‘left gowernmenis’ and what
programme we would put forward for a ganuina workers'
gaveimment. Thase are the quastions we MUs! answar
pefore the Eurppean workers' movamant if we are not Lo ba
culdisipneed by the cenirisss and the Communist Parties
thamssivas.

THE FARCE cantinuas. The Levallar and Poace Nows
recaived 4 visil lasl Monday rom Sargeants Blackmaoms and
Fickling af New Scotland Yarg, They wera informed that the
Alamey Genarsl wasg conaidering & prosecution againsl
ihem begause they published the name of an ‘ananymoud’
army Intelligence withess |a3t month Tha witness
appeared in the court procésdings undar the Official
Secrels Acl apamnst Crispin Aubroy, Jann Barry and
Dincan Camaoall.

Tnis is yet anathar exampie af the grodesqua censarship
s which axigl In Britgin, We ara In compigia Eﬂildﬁ"’:r
with The Leveller and Paade Neawes. We will ta distussing
wilh both pepare how we can maka 1nhis :l-':“dﬂrhjl maore
mearingful over thie nead few weaks, This ig vital becauss of
champlons of prass fraedom in Fleat Streed will not be
WaJing & fearlegs campaign Lo detend Ina gapers In
gquasiion, Tha freadom they defend is essentially that of
Inaae wha agress wilk tham. How many columne will the
ideaiogical mercenary, Bernand Levin, produce in favour af
Iha [haadam of guUr prasay How many angry editorials will
thare b in The Guardian? How many libarals will pratagt o
ira Hougs of Commans?

The streggle for damocratic rights, including fraedam of
tha prass, 15 not =omaihing that wa can take ‘or granfed,
Laft wing papérs ahould endersland 1hal white tha ¢ld trada
urnion slagar "An Injury Against One is &n Injury Against
Al mighl mot e fotelly su*igiant o seal with o
problems, i1 nonetheless provides a usedus startng poiat,

— E
WANT TO KNOW MORE?

1T pou myree with ibrse privciple and wanl io be
imvadved im sechvipies by Bocialisl Chuliengs mup-
peneters o powr prem, FElindbe Toom bedosw wnd send it
L LY

I am inferesied In modr infermadion sho sch-
widben I 0oy mpea,

| would ke sddiional Meetidee snd snclon Sip
b0 gEer EiRLE,
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STEELING UP FOR
mmm A FIGHT e

The British Steel Corporation has offered its 200,000
emplovees 4 six per cent pay rise. For the unions (o
atigin their modest claim of 10,9 per cent the
corporalion has demanded that they accept around
40,000 jobs lost, o pledge 1o end unofficial action by
stee] workers. and a cufin bonuses.

To add insult 1o injury, BSC boss Sir Charles Villiers
will mod tell the workforce which plants he imtends to
close io gchieve the redundancy programime, 5o despite
the huffing and puffing in the House of Commons
about secrecy, the full extent of BSC's plans for the
industry are still a closed book. STEVE POTTER

reporis.

¥illiers has challenged the
unignsto produce analiernative
o his progosals. Bk he s raghily
confudent thal the felormast
l=aders of the unionsg are 11 00
position o provide plans that do
wnvihing bul inker arovnd with
the same Framewack which he
proposes. Thele oily answer i5
[0 paiky meare akonsd. Inia the

BSC and tghten up impor
comtrods, Bur BSC s nlremady
daoing both these things. The
problemisdesper,

The worid stesl imslusicy isin
crisis. The main problem 5 the
coatinued leva level of capital
spending, il:ull:'.:ula.ll'.' in con-
struction of planes. Sineccapital
goods aceouni for about 70 per
cent of steel consumption. the
devwnturn has it the Indusiry
particwlarly bard.

Capacity for making  seel
wildly exeeeds the restricted
marker avatlable. In addition
new sreel industries in South
kosea and Bragil sharpen the
competition hetween the stesl
manapalies,

NO SOLUTION

Bethlebhem Steel, the LISA'S
sevnnd Bargesl steel] pieoducer,
has announced it will cur
prodiuction capacity by 10 per
cenil, sackiog 7,50 workeors,
Even jo Japan, the world's
bppest producer, Nippon Steel
has temporarily shut dewn balf
of its plest furnaces inirs main
produciion complex.

Bur if the effecrs ©n the
wiorld's lending sreel companies
are sericns, for Britain they are
disastrous, Prodoctivily in the
BEL has plunged to thee: Lises
s low as tiat in Japan or the
USa, The reason = nothing 1o
do with laziness or unofficial
sbrikes,

The BHritssh steel iadusticy
failed to adopt owoedern ateel-
making metkods after the last
wild war, Iiestead, the private
owners coitinued 1o produce
with the ourdaced *open hearth®
peicess, By the timee the need For
rechnelogical change was
forced on them, the cost of re-
squipping wiaidstconamical., As
their protis fefl only stare-
ownershilp (and more o the
piine srate funds) could bring
apour the change. 50 Harold
Wilson arepies] 1he BSC 10 1967

with the objective of closing
dewn all the unprofirnble pars
ofthe steadindustry,

[he plan eveniunlly emerged
i the shape of closing down
sonme - 30 plant: and  concen
iraring produoction on tie thig

The first Leing ehat the steel
crisis shows s tlsar capitaliss
malionalisason & nosalution 1o
reduwidaney. The way forward
for stee] workers is 1o soard fo
tmposcconirol gver the paint of
produstion

Forasar, everyworker needs
1 be aware of 1he plans of the
emplovers, thebetler to plan the
comnrer-ad Tensive, Tlm nans
demarding access woall Toreand
planming documents of  the
RS, including the exchanpe of
corrrespandenoe BeTween Varley
and ¥illiersand the lsraf planc
currently undee ibreat. In
particilar, the workforce needs
o kpow the  estimated
prodiscriaaod cachiplant.

Then when the worklogd does
contract iwhether through
recessional or iechnical change)
aetion should be taken 1o ensure

I'eeside,

five! Seunthorpe.
Port

Ravenseeate (Gilaagow],
Tl and Llanwer,

The chasure af ortber plants
such as Esbw Vale, Shoton,
Corby, Chvdebridges and =2 on
was meant 1e be complered by
1977, Bur newly awakened
milicancy among steel warkers
— culminaring in & wave ol
accupnfinnsal the beginmig o
lasi  year plus  Cears of
electoral repercugsions, staved
the Fand ol Lhe sioc] bosaes.

ALTERNATIVE

Technical changes in the
iodistry are inevitabde as are
recesatons Jo the wosld  stecl
industry. The chadce for stoc]
workers s whether they bow o
the demands of the Labour
Government and. the BSC,
adopr the King Camute artitnde
of forbidding the tide of
tezhnical change, or devzlop 5
fiphrhuck on the kacis of a plan
Thar will alloaw sreel wiorkers m
wenther the storm ol lechiical
changeand slumg.

1hat thewark availahle iz shased
ot amone the warkforce witl
na loss of piy — resulling &8
shorterworking week,

Half of BSCs workforce i3

altendy-2owersd by a poaranteed
wiorking week agreement, 1t whs
BSC' s atremnpt o fake this away
thatled rarhenctionsin Ianuary
1577, This agreement ilself s
rart af the way o the princples
thar when proluciion Falis the
winrkersshould no suffer, stpce
Thew are nod Tesponsible For the
crisisinthe slelindusir.

[his B an altecnacve wisch
Charles Villicrs will Fight tooth
and nail. It purs the cestof the
crisis on the scede, and che-BSC
For thar reason it is noran-sasy
policy Tor stesl warkers toowin
They are crippled by the maost
burepucritic leadership in the
labmir rmovement in the shape
of Bill ®irs, leader of the lorgs:
sieel wmion: the fon and Steel
I'medes Comlederation.

IMPLICATED
Rathar than adopr the rand of

mass  action  tn defencd  his
members’ jobs, Sics did the
appusate. He hng concluded a

pierticipation scheme on o the
basis of @ joint siralepy Dy
maagement aind unbomi catled
— "tueatee| ooniract”.

Sirigalready up tobiE neck in
negodiations with the manage-
mani - whils his membership
remin in the dark, Sire hacked
up o the kil the refusal of
Marler and ¥illiers 1o discloee
theircorrespondence for Fear he
wintld be exposed as being Tolly
implicidted in Lher job-cutling
plans,

The fight for m workers
aiswer o the crisis of the British
Bteel Corporation must There
Fage g0 band as Band with the
fight 1o build 8 new leadership
for - stoc]l workers. A good
bepinninpg would be thecrealion
of elstied zank and file action
committess dn o every plant
around che policy ol fightiag for
A shoreened workiog week

T S NS
Marxist Worker Group regroups with IMG

A5 A smull grouplet which had
its wrigins in the expulsion of
fthe Demaecratic Ceémiralial
I acdien Feonn YWarkers Flglit n
ihe spriog of 1975, ihe Mardst
Worker Grosp (Bollon and
Leighi Bas always recoznised
ihe meed For 8 regroupment of
ihe frapmented Vorees of the
revolutlomary left.

s view of ibis we welonmed
the IMG's imitislives of
Sacinlist - Challenge,  Saecialisr
Unlty and the moves (o
regroupment,  and  felt L
mepessary o tuke s acrlve part
in Torthering  them, Afier
discussion and jolat work with
thie I we consider thit ihere
ure insnfficient differences io
Jusdity oor comtinued sepuraie

OUR POLICES 23:

Ihe frpdena

Ihe yirspple For ssoinleqair seeks 10

iimsdE iy Fighi af ihe

|||1|:||.|n'.||..11 Newlizh

exisme e,
MFferenees ceriaindy  dae
remaln - —  arownd  the

orpganisaiional methods neees-
sury o ihr fwnclioniog of a
reviolationury orpswisallon,
aretl  The level of  cdueagion
required. of iis members;
wround whial we comsiler 1o e
wn imwdlequate altitnde towards
sexim; undl orer ihe position nf
the group wilh regurd 1o the
[.uhsrur Pardy.

Bur ne Fedl fhese differemees
ciwn be worked opl within the
ialernal democracy ol Lhe
1M, Conseguently the ¥ars-
tsi  YWorker Growmp has
rezrauped with ile I and we
bhope 1o bhe parl of furrer
regrinipmends of the far left In
Hirarain.

iy M e
14 fremn bl aed

ru- hiegin o Mgl Prar dbe creaiion ol 5 wni-
el deimucrete wuvide DY
alinim sehich cen throsgh ol @
Apsan Imnikea, Bepm In fw wben
vr By v ik el 0T woor kery frgmgrd im
wirapales,
waihsn arganizaiion duubd e liased o o
il ginnring dbmal:

N} 1'I1|'| h! mflrved by L'r::l.llﬂ
LTe" npm of pisk e el dbTewilng with all
mEVRArs means B paeeer of Hee capialiel

Hale

Wl srsmbiem wall b infmiidy dio

degiograilc ihan whwi exisls m Britain

Ty, wich Tull Flghe Fer a8 pealinul

panked snd corenls h do sar rake
W[ orw s aases the gocialiskssiv. The Stalinkg
mnlk 0l socielam’ Bche L'H padd Fasiern
taropr Bave Secredied szl ib e epes of
il ol warkens frnoghioei dic s okl We
It & ifiem and wil ol Ter Tall seppord
e all Hine e Tiglieg Tor secialier demeaTiy.

i The Irah g ple deisrmiae rher irmm

Thluire
The Cummunel Pt - Eitege
ardin ersk. Sewiler  dhr F e
wHInERIS]T  Ber ke pre-Poscsw
witije baec dine: scasaghil- 5
Tar the averihnes ol Hie caprialisl aran
rriillnmars oocimlisl [aries @ mErr W
wiiry. Than weer Belare, Uandlilnes in
re farnersble has @rcr ihe selag (hnee
= Il siirh pariies con i i Lt 5
o wedippignisn med  aewing o rlenisl

™
demirerraby  Wol 88 W lunurs bee psop siial

recwaniiy o This madaic- Tt gk 10 Giganiese

Tacilias and irmulrne s,
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As BSC nails the coffin

‘Ebbw Val
a tale of woe

Last week, the British Steel Corporation put anaiher
nall in the coffin of the Ebbw Vale Steel works. The
Westgrn Mail, South Wales' suthoritative morning
newspaper, carricd an explanation of ‘the lost battle ol
Ehbw ¥ale' . GORDOMN GIBSOMN reports

Eric Willis, an economic
adviser 1o the Ebbw Yale
Workers' Councll, tobd Mail
readers of the foultless tacties
of the BSC, First was ihe
negriiation lor a closare
programme. After long talks,
the plan was rejected by the
unigns, Mot bong after, BSC
came in with a full and
mocelernied  programme  with
nor Lalks, according fo Willes.
AL Lthe ensuing negpdiiations,
the wpions agreed o the
oFglinal sclseme.

ACCELERATELD

Another BSC lactic was ils
afler of accelepated closure ol
gme part of the woarks — in
reLErsr fog 4 slay ol ExecurEon
o the others. Then, SEY%
Willis, “A few months after
aprecment was reached, chang-
ing 1rade circumstances mean
the apea hearchs would have o
B closed ms owell (sinee, af
courie — unforfunately — nn
nhsolute guarancee had been
given comcerning this clinsurel.

This seart of cactie] lnked 1o
the deieriion of ke sieel-
warkers by both [ecal poli-
tctans — Incleding  Michas
Foar, MP for Ebbw Vile and
the wnions,  lefi the Works
Council isolated, and the
writing wits on thewall.

Thestary of Ehiva Vale is &
tale of woe, Mol just for ane
worrks mder the ase, The smane
applies o Port Talbol, ane of
the 'Big Five™ in the sl
mlostry, The workess nave
Been conned.  The ZlEZm
development of Porr Talbor
works has beenon and of T more
times thuen it can ke wirked oui
onapacket calculator,

Lasl yewr™s eleciriciam” sinke
Wiz one excuse as Les Sexton.
wha way one of Lae srike
leaders, explams 10 Sovialisd
Challemge, *Prosluctivily deals,
naloral wastape, tcenlive
schemnes, the TUC/BSC -Six
Poingt Plans: all bave  been

nceepted,

Yei despale this, the industry
fa w1l im chaos aml the work
[esrce 8 sl Bemng asked 10
gpocepd. closures s paY  riscs
Bebow The magsd 10 per cent’,

Port Talbot will get its invest-
me — a new strip miil s
alenost corrain — bt not before
BSC makes A few minre threacs.
As Sexton save, "What happent
it thar one works is plaved
wgminst amother: Shotion,. East
Yovrs, and Ebbw Vale a&re 1o
zil 1he chop. Porl Talbad will
be develogsed (bur not o the
disgiee tliar was fivst promised)
In the meantime, places like
GRR in Cardiff cian  lmgeort
steel hillers, !

Evervons ngress Thal  poor
productionis the probiem. And
when ihe bodlom deops oot (o
the market, aneconoenie unils
have fa g, Bl i B gross
underdevelopment which™ has
wiicle he whale of the British
steel indestry unsoonoontical,
and nod Lhe workers.

Ay the umons gecepl all sorts
ol desals o protect the big plants
with the lngh union  member-
ship and Bill Sirs of the 15TC
pocs hend over heels not o
offend 1he Labour CGovern
ment, many steel workers can’l
see s way ol excepl Lo ook
aller themiselves.

SICK TEETH

Les Sesion soims - il g
‘Hecause they are sick o the
weeth. there aie enough poopke
reads o lake the golden hand-
shake ro ped out of the industry
foronee and for all. But thisis a
rerilous solution for the anions
tosgres Lo

*They have na right ro-ssll job
pocerdial for ihe Jotore,
Linernplusnent s fosy severs ax
il 3s, and short term answers are
mal  worthy ol the  unions.
Experienod shows Lhial BS will
by biting atche apple and all
the workerd will be Lelt with i=
e ooie’

Michasl Faol, MP lor Ebbw Vale,

Photc: AMDAIW WLAAD |Feport]

‘News

Mecrophilia
in Sheifield

REPOETS are still omming in
of an ael of polltcal
necrophilia carried owl io
Sheffield. Theoceasion was the
Drecember shop  slewards
spuarierly of the Engincering
Linion, The chief guest was
none aiher than the e Hugh
Bearlon (BRI, He bad come o
receive an  award . Irom
Conmumial Party  disérier
aeceetary Georpe Cabofn *lor
actvices to trade unfonisna®,

The union's brosad left were
paying their rribates 1o the
dear, departed president
Coborn wis in a  penerous
mood; "We might hove had our
little difTerences, but Hughse is
ame ol us.” Hughie was n in a
reciprocal moeod. He respoaded
by artack e the frefighters fod
ol Ei"ﬂﬂ'l'.'lli.llg the Ciovern-
mcni's offer. This was greeted
with jeers, o Caborn's preac
cmbAFABSmENT .,

It is precisely the innhility of
the Broad Lefi o wage a
simigele agEinsl the likes of
Bvanlon and  Fones  that
weakens il oand  leaves Qo
prosicace fo he face of the
combined Labour and bosses
affensive,

Some whimper!

"IN THE EYENT of & muclear
wyr there will he sursivors. Vil
yom he nmang then’™ No, nola
(puestion  migsed  wl ol owr
Xmus guiz, bul gart of an
adveriisement For “Survival
Shelters” sokd by a firm called
Crreenbowsln Leeds,

Theese shellers certainls look
meeTul.  Lavishly kitbed o,
they cun oplsr Be used as ‘a
tuxiery basesvenl fMai, vaull oF
wime celbar’, That's a relbef, we
ioEehl — we're a bl pushed
for executlve space im  owmr
Upper Sdrect offices.

B there's & problem — the
shedters are osly pvoiluble 1o
"kmowledgeahde milidary, civil,
imdupsirial and commercial
bemders’. sume of whom huve
ilremdy placed orders, Why
omly them? Becawse al £330, MH)
a lirdow, these people, Wi will
andouboedly e the oEes (o
stani A nclear war, are ihe only
prople rich enongh o sarvive
i,

Monitors
forwhom?

TELEX MOMITORS Lid. is a
[aomdon-based company deal-
ing in sevond-hand news, They
tape all pews apd carren
allairs programmes on TV and
radio, and thern =ell rranswcripis
tovprious chents, The later are
usually firms -and  embassies
inferested in knowing whal has
heen said aboul their partkoular
product or repime. The spec-
frum runs from Tate apd Lyle,
through Gripwick, to the
ernbassiwes of Israel ansd Egypi-

Tetes itacli is ferociously
hewlibe ©o trade uwnions, - and
Mational Umion of Jowrmalists
micbers who work there have
appenled v ACAR alier ihe
firm's refusal 14 negotiate. Chne
staff member who  aedicated
thait he wos about 1 join AFEX
wits: Lhresstesed with instent
dismizsal.

It i hardly sarprising that the
(simi's most important clhienl is
the Souch  Africam  embassy.
mormally they are concerned
salely with programames dealing,
with their  tinternal’  aflairs,
wuch as the murder of Suweve
Bikea, There has Been one
rofphie exception.  Following

SCHGIALIST CHALLERGE,
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the Labkour Party political
broadcas ngainst the Fasosts
there was s Mood ol nilerysewi,
discssions ancd “analwsis®, the
hulk of which were hostile 1o
Labowr's anti-racist offensive,

South Africa House boughi
ihe lod. All their orders wers
nsarked Corgent’, Was  their
interest mainly to discredil
Latgir or to hoost the prestige
of the MF to Pretoria, whene @l
could e argued that the
embansy should pive fingncial
assislance o awd in s world-
widle racist crusade.

11 15 also befiessd thai Telex
provides n covert news service
far the Smith regime  in
Rhobesia. A tharough check on
this piece of sanction-breaking
is therefore surely m order.

Brazil nuls

CORMOESSELRE of indoc-
tiination might be imterested in
a plossy publication currenily
sirculating aronnd London
thiools, Calkel Broodl, Lamd of
the Presend and pubfished by
the European Frualian Bank,
the brochore provide: fascin-
ating details of indusicial
progress, investmenl prospects,
and natural resources,

The ope tiny omigson & the
lzck of commeni om Brazil®s
shinimg humen rights recosd
and ity well-known  commil-
ment o political pleralom. 11
seemisthal the bank isooseerned
thnt Britash investment 15 med in
the “Top 3" foreign powers, bt
they are going aboul abiracting
capitil in & srange way. With
teachers” pay whittled away by
bieflation, itis uniikely that they
have a lot to offer the land of
the foare.

Anti-racist teacher
victimisad

DESPITE THE swill and wide-
sprcad oppastion loihe "Spot A
Eed Teacher' compeign, nep-
arted elsewhers in 1his paper,
fhe foscivts hase received &
hoosd wi ooee  school. [ave
Fotter, secrelary of Hillingdon
NMUT ., hoas Desen ot o “extemaled
protetion” after being smspend-
wil mdefinbibedy hefare Chrisis
ImAg,

Poiter was originally sws-
pended For mxing *sensaiibonal
political lilerainre’. jin 1he
dassroom, namely om Anii-
MNarl leaflet written in * Natnal
Fromi sidie”! In addilies his
motlves for lewching ot all were
questioned. being womsed of
brlng & “polificoed cafslysl” s
snmree of ' genensl wese® in the
slaffronm.

The=ie ullegatiom were Com-
faineid in o lelier from Paiier’s
heudmaster. Many are based on
keursay evidesce from a small
mimsrily of siafl, and aff of
ihem seeim fo-altack a teacher’s
gulonomy m the dlossroom., smd
specifivudly u tencher™s nighd o
Uppose racikm in oam aclive
andl erenlive nay.

Apology

i TIE basi MFN, we aserted
that e  Hill, the lierary
cditor of Tribune, wax
prepuring g relinguish hils Pt
becanst of diapreements wilh
editor Richurd Clenaemis. These
concemmed he .-.-paugnﬂ -
pubilication of an aride con-
cerinlng the recrudiimg isctics of
SLADE.,

We poiw Turlly realise thad (iere
was no iruth in these mseribons
andl 1hat we were misinformed.
We wpdogise for amy embar-
rasamei | Uiag s beencansed,
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Wages, profits, inflation
Callaghan’s circular

arguments

UNDERLY1MG nearky all the
povernment’s SCOMOMIE  Strad-
egy over Lhe past few years has
bheen the well known adage
"Wage rises cause inflation’
This alerall was supposed 1o be
the main reasop for the social
coqnieact — for add the trade
wrifoms” power tostrike For high
pay and you then pet the oven
wiore fFmilier savinge, “Trade
grions cause Infaton’. To
cormbad ihflatiog i wWAS Deces-
sy (o ebain the cooperation
of the Ebour movemeni in
curbimg g members' 'excemsive’
wapeckams.,

This cooperation. wons, ob-
tained and now the rate of
sallation is falling. Indeed, by
last Movember the anmuial rale
of inflacion had Gullen froam 15
peak of nhout 24 per cént @ year
i 11 per ceni, and single figure
inflation is promised by
February ar March this year.
Oy o the dory goes. Bui is this
in Tact correct? Do wage rises
cause nflation? We shall
examing tds guestion by asking
somecne,  [et's eall him  Jim
{Jack or Dennis might doj who
really believes in i, o explain it
[0 HE.

JiM; Well there's nothing to
il really. I1's obvious, A large
|paart of the cost ol praducing
anything is wages; i these go
up than costs go up and prices
heve to go up fo cover them.

US: Bul not all cosls ame
wapges. Whal aboul raw
malerials, tools and machines
wsed in production? Thaess
have 1o be paid lor oo, Why
den'l you put the biame for
iniioticron the risé in 1Na prics
al thasa things insimad?

JiMi: Wall, thai wouldn’ be
much ol an sxplamatfon wouwld
it, 1rr|ng I say thal priced rise
becauss prices rsa. No you
hawe 1o find 1he read Gagsa o I
all, Mow you Marcists keep
1H||il1‘p me Lhal workers
produce evarything, thai
lobour is the source of all
walug, 5o 1t musi follow that i
ihe casl ol lRBouUr goes up, the
cosi of everything goes up
Mow that"s what | call a theary
Il traces inflation back 1o lis
root cause.

U5 Yes, | sea. Bui hang on a
minuia, you Ravean't really
linkeked your explanatbon. You
haven™ explained why wages
riss 50 you haven't got 1o your
Foirt Causs yal.

JIM: Camae off [, weall know
why wages rise. Workers are
ju.::grudy [llke pvaryons else]

e wrone have tha
pmnr t-n mika sume they gel
what they wani.

W5: Sura, wa would all llke a
bit more i GuUr wags-pachale.
Bul thet's not the poini, whai
wi wont 18 mons in real lerme,
in tarms of tha things we can
aciually buy wikh ocur wapas.
Bui wa have to keep putling in
biggarand BHpger wages ciaims,
lor mone and mdang Fansy, Jusl
Lo keap up with Infiatkon, just
Io ba abla te Buy e sams
things ss before. kn facd, in 'na_ul
barms our laks-hama pay is

by CPS, a collective of seclulisg
eCOBomisis

lowar Hean It was In 15970, Thai
doasn’t sownd a8 hough we've
bean vary groedy or Very

ul sisse then. Sa | dan’
think you've found your nep
causa, Dur wWags rises are
gimply a reflaction ol price
rigey |and an inadequale one &l
that]. You can just &8 wedl zay
inflation causes wage iged a8
wage rises caupes |nflation.
Its Just clroular.

Mow of course that'soght, His
arpument B completey eircu-
lar, In [act it's jusi the same
argument that he criticised us
forr Liwing togpan forwarnsd sarlier,
For wapes are just prices — the
wape s rhe price weare paid fo
lerting acapitalistuseour-ability
o work For a wesk, whatl Marx
callad our labour poaver., We are
nar paid for the wark we do'buc
just ihe price of oof laboer
poraer. Forif capatalis paid for
all the work swe did, they woold
pay owl all thelr money inwages
and have ma profits eft for
{hemsetves, This is nod how the
capilalse svatem runs. Tt is run
for profit and profit olone, Tn
conlrast to profics, wiges are

st prices and while ane price
riscclearlylendstoanother, you
cannor explain price rises o
general by any one price e in
particular,

S0, what has been I|.3|.'l|.'l£“|'.l:1[!.?
Why i+ Callaghan now talking
aboail havieg wage fiace and
price rises ol aralnd 5 per cent
next year, compared with the
10 per cent of his wear, and
inflntion rates of well into
double Tigures in previous
years? Basically - ir*s becanss
by a nuomber of mersures,
one af which 1= socceed-
ing in peting the working
chiss o accopt falls inoigs
standard of living, he has ot
the real price o labour pawer
and =0 other prices can falltoo
Pt the explanation of how the
ratenf inflation was cut isnotin
the ttadopy Uar slower Tises in
prices fause slower riees in
prices, fut in chie politicn] defent
suffered by the working class
QUET Lhie pRasT few years

Irn ather words, il we want 18
lonk s cinses ol i I latian ad al
whas hax been going an daring
the last Few wvears, we should
lenk &t wha  has been
happeting 1o the coanomy as a
whole, And this. as we hove
seenl. Gepeiis on profitabilifs,
Il profits fall oo low, then
symcthing hos 1o be dooe (o
talss them, Inflasior, unem
plaviment pnd productivily
dealsarenll direcred in ditf=rent
ways mowarss this goal. 5o i's
Oar Yery surprising, gieen the
oL wage  PesLraing
and dnClation. that sraging
profits, repoited by conipanies
merween Jeisg and HMovember
1977, incrgased by pearls 33 per
ceql over hose of the same
COHBPANLES (0 TE PIOVIDUS wear
That's whar the cooperii 3
the labaur movemnens aahieve:
laflazion just backed wgp
Process,

EYLAND:
UNION LEADERS

WHILE British Levland holds the axe over 30,000

jobs,

the union side in the Joint

Megotiating

Commiltee continues (o discuss an incentive scheme

The scheme was ome of the
unknown elements in Lhe
corporaie bargnining package,
which was voled oo i
Movember. AL hal Gme we
were told har the rest of the
pitckaye was o be negotiared,
andd there were even hints thal
the resulis ol the segoriations
woeld be referced back 1o the
membership lor anather vore.

I is noww elear thar the JNC
will not be poiog ©o the
membershlip for any voce, As a
inaiter - of Ieet, it has &ven
decided to accepl o securnity of
parnings document which the
membership kicked our last
YELT.

The INC i a self-perpetua-
ting body where the wnion
leadersbip  will go inie
perntanent session with min
agement, and attempl o block
any independznt action by the
shap-floor, Thut s why
leading convenass lE&ave Been
pur on it by the officlals, They
sze this as Ui way o pul the
hiocks oo the abop-srewards’
movemeni  in - Leyland,

INCENTIVES

The tole of the INC coald
nof be more clearly deon-
girpred than in the present
discussions. Management pro-
posals on lncentives wonld
mezn laige-scale loss of jofs,
AL Sodihall, for exampls, the
number of clocked howrs
wold have to fall By 77 (0K By
slacch just for the chance ol
caming bomis,  This iz the
equivalent of =K jobs.

Bur this would ool mean
antomatic omus: [or bopes o
he earned, &l s oplanis in
Solihall would bave o exceed
YrLiperoetl of manngement’s

ihut will mean éeven more johs lost.

vehicles 1o sales programme,

This would be difficult
enough for any  one plant,
given normal breakdowns,
companents shortnges, eic.
biar for all three in Salibuli
(Range-Rover, [Land-Rawer,
and 15000 fo Rit the Lengels
iegether is e unlikely that you
would have n better chanee aof
winning rhe poaols.

CARROT

M aximum bonus 5 about £8
per wesk. In additions, since
ihe bonus would be calcutared
montily, apd depsnds on the
relationship  between clocked
hours, allowed hours, and
vehicles 1o sales, and s
dependent on three plants,
noboedy would kiow untl the
=nal of the moath whether or
nol they were on bonus® The
carral ob the end of & stick has
niothing on this scheme.

But it (5 the willingness ol
the AN todiscuss chis socheme,
while the axe i= poised  oves
jobis, tharis the word aspect.
The uniom Fadership howeyes,
is willing L go ewen further
and has wiled 1o focommend
sceeplance of  the so-galled
Serity of Earnings documen
jwhich was refected thrmagh.
oul Leviand last yenr) 1o -a
coatference of comvenors Al
Longhridpe.

The reasan thal dacurnen
wad rejecned wons becmne af Ui
penalhy clpuses in i, Bur the
ops now  heing  acoopied s
ungchang=d in this respect. The
clanse which disqualifics from
Lay-ceT paw, any section taking
‘pncomstitional” industrial
aclion of myore than Lhrs ai any
ane lime, or Fhrs in tofal, in
Ay qUATTEr, FEmRins,

-
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The Iny-of T pay Tor dispurcs
external i a plant, bit interonl
1 Levland, s redeced 12 7
davs from 13, Both of these
clauses nctually worsen  the
present gimnaton. The only
impsovement in the Socument
is that the thres waiting days
for sickoess benefil  is
eliminated, pur anly in Lhe case
of sickness due o an accident
ar wark!

Manpgement is abviously
trepding  the JWC with the
apmlempl it deserves. Shop-
stewards’  Bodies throoghou
Leyland muar peas vobess of no
colfidence o the JRC, and

dl!".'l‘!lﬁ.l!ll_J that ﬂlﬂnt Tepréessnia-
lves withdraw:,

if plapt reps use the
argument 1hei they were
eleceed by o special regional
meeting they should e woned
ot of office.

[r 35 clepr that the RPN Has
pathing 1o offer Leyland
workers excepl e M0st Craven
wisrender 0 manapement, N
should  be remembered chal
this sploecless  body will be
nepaitarkng for the nest pay
pise, due o am in bow T8, the
new cHmmon review date.

FAT HICKEY, Rover Solihall

NUT elections - letting In

the right~wing!

THE Rank and File Teachers group, dominated by the
Sovialist Workers Party, have rejected an offer by the
Socialist Teachers Alliance for a united slate in the
Ouier Lopdon area Natonal Upion of Teschers'
Matinnal Exceutiveelections.

Tor eight nobche the 5TA
iried Lo gl the REF 10 discuss
these important elections.
Their Cailure o o s means
that the lefi vote will ke spdit m
the Dter Londen area belvwden
7 candidares standing Tovr 4
positione, &nd in Inner London
betwesn 3 lelt candidares
fighting For I places:

The ST A recopnises the B&TF
s amiclly b the fight 10 7eisc!
the right-wing palicies of the
present BLUT leadership which
has  reselced - img oo 40,000
ureiiploved reachess;  an
aeoeptance of the massive culs
in eduacatiomn!  spending; in-
adequare responss 1o che
sffemsive nEwinsl  progresive
sducationa]l methods and more
recently = tdtally LidBdequane
response Lo the “offensive
lapnched by e Fascisis of the
Maational Fronl.

The cential cilticism oy ths

ST A of REF is (hal it lacks the
polizies which can link feachers
up . with wlkant: in other
wectors aeonind  demansts Lke
the mead for inflation proolng
afl wages and all socil seirvice
speisting, whizh provides an
alteziacive o the Callaghas,
Healey and Williams formuin
of cash limits.

SECTARIANISM

This lack aof altermative
polizies, nnd 1heic contiouing
cecrarinmism Lawards orher
lefr-wing militanss, led 1o the
formacinn ol the STA by
militanis ek walked out of the
Rank wnd File. Sadly the RE&F
Tmve wy el learnt nothing Tram

hetr own histary

Three wocksapo they offered
wr forot one sline with the 3TA
in. arer London. The STA
Apreed T SUPPST Paa 5T A and

ren B&F candidaies — [he
STA pave its support Lo Dave
Finch of Croyden and Archic
Faulds «f Harrow., LDave
Horvew (Ealing) acoordingly
withelrew kis aomination ami
the 5TA requested Bon Hi-
ook [Mewham} o withdre),
(Unforiunarely Hoveock, @
Woarkera Power member.
refused rowithdraw, b

Dick Morh, 8 leading SWE
and B&F member, assured the
ST A that rwo of the loor REF
candidnces (nll WP membeig)
wiotld withdraw. Teil davas
larer, anit ome day aliler the last
day for withdrawal, BR&F
infarmed the STA of itz abont
iarn. This will make it
extremmely difftmuln for the =it
1o hold the sxeculive a2al
vacared by SWP member Beth
Sloane,

Il Inner London BEF has
behaved in & totally zare
way. First they decided 1o
pominate: Dick Mazth, (Lam-
heths and Joan Woddls (Horh
Londony, While R&b mem-
bers throughouwl Londen,
inchuding  Dick North, were
valiantly trving and Failing 1o

P21 0 nominaiion for Waddss,
theB&F group in Waddis®™ own
nmien brisnch  Back in Oet-
ober bad pominared Amanda
Leon (Soutkwark]). Leop nngd
the other ward in Southwark
wat nominating - Waddis!

LETTER

I conirast, (ke STA decided
10 mominate only Bernard
Regan and toosupporl Morth:
A noresul, Regsn has won he
suppors af six oot of the eleven
Inner London Srapches o
PeaarLh™s sevgil,

A ferer signed By 37 Londion
teacher militants, incliding the
General Secretaries of 5 local
pesnciitions asked B&F Lo
withdraw Leot. Bal hey
refuved, Many ol the left
miliranis whe issusd the gall to
R&F telieve that this secrarian-
ismm acls ai daerious obstacle to
the e convineing the majoriny
af wolers that it can gt a5 &
vigble leadership for ieacharsin
Laadon 2t nationally

M
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Power workers ready tﬁght

The working class could apparently bring about a

fascist regime in

Britain — hy asking for

‘inflationary’ wage-claims! This is the gospel
according to Tom Breakwell, an executive member of
the Electricians’ Union, reports RICH PALSER.

This hysierical warnimg o
last Movember's bi-annual
conference wis nob uarelated
i the fact thatl 50,008 power
workers were pressing for o
wage-deal well above the
Goverament's 10 per cenl
ngrm. And desspite  Lheir
aborted work-to-rule jusi

before Xmas, (he power
workers are still in a milisand
o,

Megitiaiiom by four onions

- the EETPU, Transport
Lindon, Englneeting Unien and
the Generzl and  Muondcipal
Warkers — on behall of
Gl ) workers o the power

Socialist Unity: -
‘In gear for May election’

T thie mext Tew weeks Soclkalisi
Umity growps in most m#Rjor
fowns  will be preparing
meelings 10 launch iheir
cumpaigns  for ihe local
elections to be held o Moy. The
meelings, which will eleci local
cundidates, are io be open o all
supporiers of Socialist Unity's
class strugple programme, and
candbdaies will muoke them-
selves directly pecouniahle o
workers' nrgunisations in their
area.

FIGHTBACK

These are ameng Lhe decision
taken & & mnathonal steering
commitige of Sadalist Linity on
15 lapuary. HEI:‘l'll'i':'I'l'll'”":"-'E"‘
and supporters of the slectorzl
zlllance — from Birmmingham,
Manchester, Leeds, Liverpool,
Shefficld, Mottingham, Bolion,
Oford, Cardill, Brisiol,
Basingsinke, and London —
heard nalional co-ordinstor
Roh Penmifngion arguoe the
necessily for 4 campaizn o

by COLINSMITH

show the necessity of a
fightback agzinst the arracks on
living stiendards of 1he working
cluss, against raclam and for
winmen s rights, *Socialist Liniry
stands in elections to stimulaie
and encourage sirugpbes agains
Lahour's palcies,

CANDIDATES

U the guestion of Sociadis
Unity's sitiinde 1o ol
candidates and orgamisalbons,
the Tolkowing puidelines were
esigblished: we wil support
those candidstes standing on e
cluss siruggle programme,
which stimulates cthe sell
activityand self-organisation of
the working class and  Lhe
appressed agninst aspects of the
crisis, For this reason suppori
for the Communisi Pany
candidares sasrejecied.

Crrher decisions Laken were:

* TFurther approaches io the
WP and other othec left-wing
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imclusiry are dae to be settbed (n
Melarch.

The megotiaiors mess the
emiployers again on 2 Febmary
1o get thelr reaction to & claim
which inchades the consodicat
iom of bonus exrnings in the
hasic tate, redoction of the
working week 1o 35 hours, an
increase in holidays, Increases
in shifi allowanees, and &
‘substantial increase’ in earn-
s,

Tte last point in the claim is
disconrinuation of clause 20
in the agreement, which

groups for jointelectorml slaiss.

* The produclion - of a
Lowalist Unity pamphlet, io
provide  guidelines for  bocal
groups on the main themes of
thecampaign,

* Promobion of Black and
women's caucuses  within
Socinlist Unity b discuss thels
particular probléms.

* A schoid For Socialist Unity
cundidates and election agenis
before Apnl

* The accepiance of Socialist
Challenge’s offer of a fouwr
page supplement in the run-up
wotheelection:

‘DRY RUN’

From nerw o Secialisc Unity is
i gear, &5 Pael Thompson of
Hig Flame said, the lncal
glections will be a *dry ron’ T
the peneral election fater in the
vear. Hilda Kean, Soczakis
Linity candidnie in Spaialleelds
lnst year added: ‘Local {saues
st he used mow o hipghlight
nattipmal pofitkcal issoes’,

Miners: The incentive scheme saga

‘More deaths,
accident -

and disease’

In Tynemouth last July, miners voted for @ wage claim
of £135, rejected the 12-month rule ond opposed any
increase In wages being tied fo increases in

prodoctiviiy.

Seven months later, the wage claim is effectively
buried. the 1 Movember deadline decided on by the
miners’ conference has elapsed uneventfully, and in
the past week, the NUMs strongest fighters — the
Yorkshire area — voted 63 per cent in favour of an

grea incenllve scheme.

This leaves Seuth Wales the
onby are vel 1o decide in Gavour
ol incentive schames, at area or
pir leved. Wille South Wales
valed B3 per oond pgainst the
imcentive scheme inthe natianal
Eallor, and will scill be hostile Lo
the Mational Coal Board's pid
hased schemes, Yorkshire and
Scottish Area Councildecisians
will undoubtedly alfect Lhe
Eouich Wales ballor,

Yorkshire president Arthor
Scargill grested the news of the
Yorkshire area ballot by
reiteraling the micssags of the
lefl a1 the wational conference:
I have sakd repeated]y that an
incenive seheme will Tesult in
mose deaths, serions acsidents
and lodustrial disease®, he
antneaenced

1wl result, [ believe, inal
leact thicty pif closurss aver the
next five vears: Toowill menn ian
ENOrnyous indrease in physical
effort an the part ol our

members whe receive. honus
[aFIen.”

Seargill e right. The increases
wan through prodoctivily
schemes, which stand o s as
muach a% £25 in ‘easy’ pacs, will
he hlood money. The Coal
Bosprd  and. the Labouar
Ginvernment have been prep-
nred fo Eooepl sk increnses,
anc the rigks 1o miners they
enlail, becagss they hope io
deal a Blow to the amity wnsd
mulftaney  of the miners by
gplitting pit from-pit, area Troe
arca — with wage rales bang
determined by the parcicular
laen] schesme,

Ciorley and the rest of the
right - wing ‘on the MNUM
nathonal exscutive have eam-
pled sB owver the democratic
rigkits af their members in Lhiis
collaboration with the em-
plovers, The tight catled a
niioral ballol ot 80 anémpl o
overtarn the eonference dec

isbon on  incentive  schemes.
Following the overwhelndog
endorsement of this decision ln
the 55 per cent national balkol
rejection of the proposcd
scheme, the execelive decided
to oweriurn the result of the
Baliar. &r the sime meeting, in
Tecember, i devided — apain
in defiznce al cooference
deciilons to respect he
12-smonth rale,

Scorrish mrew pressdent Mick
MeGahey a memnber of the
Comrmiinist Pafly — continu-
ally prooounced himself 1o e
in: Tavour of  ‘iocreased
prodictivicy’,  This - ped him
a smaack in the face when
soligirth Colliery miners ook
srrike action against the ansa
cauneil’s suppart  for -a
piz-hased incentive scheme.

SABOTAGE

When the feft leaders did
attempr o co-nrdinace Lher
apoposition o the execulive’s
snbotuge in {haoher and,
then again, in December — it
wns by taking begalacticn, Mot
surprisingly, the oo reled in
Fuviowr of e right wing every
time. Scarglll commented nn
the second oozasion; *1 helieve
this judgethenr should firmly
coitv o BNy frecs unionisi
that it s uzeless hopine  or
it im the coers of Uhis
L. ! This may have been gaod

peroilts manogement “flexi-
wility¥" in working arrange-
ments, The  packape  would
cifectively weeck the Govern-
ment’s puy poley, and il
almost certainly be thrown oul
hy the power-indusTy minzage-
MEmne.

So how is it thar the
EETPL. led by righl-winger
Frank Chapple, who  bas
backed the Government's
“marthe pgainst inflatbon' thr-
ough wage limils for the last
three years, ig faking such a
stand? The answer lies in the
substantial shift in the halande
of forees: inside the Electric-
ians’ Union, and the rislng

Q-Tpugll,i{'-n from the caik and
file.

Despite BAreskwell's byster-
lcal warping ai the last
confersnce, Lhe EEPTL exscu
tive was foreed oo put &
resobution witich staced that a
relurtt  io free  callectilve
bargaining wns nesded. “Ooly
3 miracle’ cowld stave off a
carasirophic sirike Lo the
power stations i the Govern-
mient stuck to its L0 per cenl
limit, Chapple declared

I'-

This “lefi turn' was recenily
follonwed by an EETPL volein
suppaort al the firefighters al
the TUC General Councll.

Bul in splte of this 'change
of heart', Chapple enthusiast-
icaliy jolned the press
wilch-liant -of rhose power
workers who took wsolficlal
action fust hefore  Xmas,
He wanis pny action on the
Zlaim to be kept Tiemly under
his somirnl.

STRATEGY

Chapple™s ‘sirategy’ i b
pressuTe The Chovernment il
Aecepling & COMPromise wigs
deal which be can then sell to
his members — bul which will
somehow  kesp the Chovern-
ment’s policy broadly intacs.
The key 1o thad is agriemsnt on
produciivity.

Although Forther productiv-
ity deals are Impoesinles —
0000 jobs bave hesn kodl o
recent years — Chapple wants
thuse past productivily in-
creased to be rewarded aow, In

short “he  simply  wanis
Hlexhility" in ap-.:gymg the 10

percent [mil.

Power workers showld have
no past in this special pleading,
Induserial action by power
workiers could sasily win the
Malk clalm. Unlike. the miners
— whose sirikes tnke six weeks
to resull bn pdeaet culs — oven
8 work-ro-rule by power
workers causes power cuis
immediately, as they recently
demanstrited.

Unlike the firefighters,
e eowld nod gven be used
nalf effectively to break &
aower workers” srike. IF the
poraeT workers wanl [0 Ensire
that they win their clalem, chey
shiozld not rely on the leaders
pf the Four uobons  nvelved:
Chapple, Basnet?, »os: Evans
or Hogh Scanlon = the
pentlemen whio did nothing Fac
the firefighters,  The filure
eo-ordination of those shop
stewnrds wha launched the last
unafficial action will be wicel,

A conlecence of stewnrds in
the power sinfioms in late
February should be the plaee
L giscas the  managsment's
olfer and prepare For national
actbon op the claim.

Bringing [their] justice homs. Siudenis from Bradiord Unlversity wers joined by Grunwick
atrikers when they plcketed the houss of Judge Stuckey in London last Friday. He had lurme:d
down tho appeal ol Bradiord student Chris Roys sgalnst o 250 fine lor allegediy using
threstaning behaviaur on the Grunwick pleket line. Stecley found 1he prosacution’s story very
appealing = he sant Roys to Pentonvile lor 21 days.

The abova pholamontags |5 one in a sat of gix postaards designed

by Peler Kennard. Set of 8 for €1 from SC, 3289 Upper St..

Lendon M1,

education, bul mo miner had
bemem rgamiied to fight against
the productiviey deal,

When Lhe tine for the k=fi (o
Ve Wk AleEl P poTiEnE — al
the exeeutive  meeting  which
fallawed the tesull of the
qodioral balior —the left Fuiled
roenct il all, lesread of calbng
for & special confersmos- Lo
prepacs the fight for the wags

clabim, they said they would
wait and see what the Coal
Board came up with! This
allowed she ciglt wing time
marshal their lorces and
relaunch their assaels

AL umiied © aptempr by
Yorkshire, Scotland, Wales
and other aceas o czll oan
unoflicial rank and file

ponference wauld have been the
onbyeifective way (o providenn
wlternative 1o the right's
manaedvres. Scargill, Me-
Ciahey, Willlams and Co
rnisaed Clee boat ognin,

With the lack of effective
apposition o the righl wing,
the choice for the runk and file
bezan 1o look like a wape nac
through n prodwctivily deal —
of nio wags rise at atl. Chormbey
and Cn had won  execudive
support far the 12-month Tale,
scrany fight Torthe claim »ouald
riw hawe o siarl indanch, one
of the %orst times for the
miners.

INSULT

Seargills area coanctl. then
afded irmsull oo ioiury,  In-
cransingly isvlated, and wich no
preparation, the ‘aren council
suggested Lthat the alternadive o
an arek oentive schems wias an
area rike — withoul ewen 50
much 858 hing thal ¥orkshre
could unite wich any oLler area.

Moveover, in conirast o the
vational ballol when Scargill
launched a massive campaign
apminst che schemse, the ‘aren
council mpde 1o Mecommend-
gtion thiz Lime on how the
miners Shauli vore:

The incentive scheme suga has
alinos comie 10 anoend, The kit
in the union has suffered a
delean, and failed 0 orpanse
e rank and file for a Hght, Bua
the miners” mililaney remains.
Within a day of the Yorkshire
scheme decislon, miners ai
Farkhill colbiery, near Wake
field, were on srike in profest
al their Bodius payments.

There & still the tpperiunity
wr bulld o fighting left wing i
thee s LS W'th espes mrorer 320 0p
the annual conference prepar-
atigms, this iz the task to wlich
idnants must harm.

Phoso: MARK RUSHER ITFL]
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RACISM & FASCGISHI

Fighting fascism-

wl‘-Ch way

TWO peroblems need to be
faced whon congidaring
‘which way forward for the
anti-lascist movemant’, The
firal &3 Whe necessity of &
workers” uniled front againe?
{apcism. This was ha sinangin
af the original Socialisl
Challenge artichs which cor
recily ralsed the concept of &
unitary organisation within
which different ideas could s
raized and foughi for.

The other nead 15 to
pyercoame Tha obvious absurd-
ity of warious sectors of tha
lalt organising thres or lour
counde-evenis to a singbe HF
demansiration. In e shon
tenm, it i and has been
possibie, to avold the kalier
milElEkes on oocasion

The firal problam s more
diffloult since, again in the
short 1eim, i is sadly veey
undikaly fhat wea Can creato &
mass permanant and wunitisd
anti-lascisl organisation. Tha
masons lie in desp politcal
divigions. Mosi al Lha
reformisis  balieva thal anti-
lascisls should avoid at ail
cost cenfronlaliens  and
should rely on the polica and
courls o iImplement the Race
Aalations &ct,

Thosa anti-fascists who
them&sivas are progared to
siop the fascigis organlsing
are often regarded as being

virtuaily in 1he enemy camp -
consider just aboul averylhing
Gua Glpman has said on tha
|s=gue ol Fascism In the past
period. Thisdoesn'| mean thal
It I not paossible 1o
pertodically nyaive quite larga
sacttons of reformisis in anti-
fascigl activities: this oogurs
o, b varying ways, an tha 23
April demanstration and in
Lewisham.

Failura 1 involes broad
seotians ol  tha fabour
movamant migans thad we risk
isakatian and um  ouUr o
plat fgern” pasitEon INto A regips
for kKemikaze iaciics. Bul Lha
areation of 4 permsanan! unliad
front against fascism, that
would actueally onganisa, |5 not
onthe cards in tha ahkorl tenm,

It 12 in the contaxt of what s
to b dons in the naxt months
that many of the paints mada
by Dave Wisa of tha Marsey-
sabe Antl Fascist Commilies
pre yery valupnie. There is no
daubi ihat tha Matlonal
Coordinaiing Commities of
gni-faacisl committoes is ai
present the mosal sgnificent

gilempt  baing made  to
nationally arganise anti-
{escisis,

The faci is that Joint

Gampaign Agairst Raciam will
noil organise, The &ndi Mazi
Laague nag explicitly staled
that it Is in business jusi 1o

prowide proaganda and will nod
b & bady to which groups can
atfilato in the sense o Saking
part  in  any demooratic
decisiarn-making.

Within thasa limits i1 aull
has & poailive polantial, bt
s somowhal mysteriges
inrar Tunctigning and stated
unwillingnegs o form &
movamen] maans thal tha
AHNL will ned produca an anti-
fasc|st organisaiion.

The MGG has gwer sy
affillated committeas. 11 §8
opan Lo all commitieas  that
agree with ita aimg, which
include an acoppiance o e
‘mopdattarm’ poalikon, Having
gald thai, it is nacessary 10
add that the MCC has still 10
win the allliaticm of many
anl-lasslst ang racisl groupe.
Parhape more importani, It
must be grasped that (ha BCG
cannot be furned into the
working olass united frontl we
muat alm at, just oy & process
of arithmatical growin. Failure
ta understand this laads i Iha
familiar ‘jin ws, ongamisat-
lonal seciarian SYADrome

in lata May, after the focal
alaciions. the MGG and 1ha All
Londar Campaign Againat
Racigsm and Fascism intend 1a
hpid a weskend  conlarence.
Tha contarence hoges 1o deal
willh {wo aats of problems.
Firstly, i1 wants to 0pan ug &

debata an & nember ol
political issuwas {hat ’ﬂ_B.\'Ei
amargad In the past period.
Bath Lewisham and Hyoe hawse
sghown  That tha struggls
cannaol be reduced 1o a punch
up  beiween twa sidea: the
fapcisla amd Sussalvas,

Wa hawve 12 b abla o
inualva working peoples on aur
side, particularly from. the
black commuenitias, and Man-
chester golice ghief Jamas
Anperion spedled gut jual how
the giala intends fo fake par
in fujure ewente. Thasa tasiors
demend moare  sophisticaied
faatics by anti-fagclsts

Tha secord major ar@s of
diacusgion  will ba opn the
grganisation of anti-fasclst
activists., Tne aim will bg o
Broaden 1ha Dase of the MCC
and to improsa . its fencthan-
ing. This section of the
canferanca will be opan 19
delagates from locak anti-
fasczat and sacisl groups and
labioer movemeni bodlas, as
wall a5 from national political
organisalions,

Thie shart term answer o
ike guésiion, 'Which way
farward for  the anti-tasgist
movemant? is to Build ha
May canlarénca. This  only
fakes us part of the way wa
have fo Lravel, bul it s in Hha
right direction.

Andrew Jankins

— ;
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How to spot the
YNF —read the
pers!

by Betiy Hamier

T A Maee of publiviiy, the
foscisds have anmpunced [he
lnmmching of a campaign againsi
‘reid deackers', Bl the evidence
sugpesis el the NF do nol as
vel . have amyihing like the
suppart i schonls o disirilmie
the ihousands of leafleds being
charmed off their seirel on-
wikinm presses.

Bl from resding U papers,
you'd think hall the schaol
winstents in London were in ibe
NF. From ihe press conference
in lammch the pamphlets, to the
ariicles quoting NF ailacks on
ihe “Somchody s Daoghtes” TV
programme, e media ceriaindy
pave e MF oneasy ride.

DANGER

Tewchers and =nli-racis
oryganisafions sre slready
urgunising againsi the potentinl
danger, however. Before
Christmas, Fas London SUT
senl & etier o schools wrging
teachers o discuss 1he sdtupiinn
and plan what 1w do. The
response, which has involved
many feachers presiously
fwpctive in union affairs, hos
seen beailets put o, lediers el
1o parents, meefingsheld.

LEAFLETS

The Matiomol Lnisnof School
Srdents, in collaboration with

tocwl groups and organisathons
like the Anii-Mazi Leagee, is
alresdy  leableiting some
wchonls. Thie WUSS  member
fold  Zocialist  Challenge:
‘schanl studenis aren't kol so
gullible as ihey're maile oul. A
ot of kids are ready do kick shit
ail af them (che VF)ir ibey
FETES BT T

ONSLAUGHT

much gubck responses vx thal
of WLSS gre imporianl in
counderucting the BNE's  on-
shpmphi in the sctsds, Teachers
pnd wluilenis miusi  begn o
orgonise qo that any WNF fonl-
hold in schools can be sinpped.
TheMF iirying o 2ain nationel
publiciiy for the becal eleclicm
i May, and sko o recrail
youss members who  will
become tomnrrow ssialwans.

Their orientuiion Tawards
youth & based v a serlows
assessmenl as [0 where recrudis
can he won. As [he coonomic
situation siagmates. the expec-
tntims of & voung generplion
hramghi up, ¢xpeciing am effic-
lemil Wellare Stafe wifh whier
jub chadce and brapder educa-
fismt tham that of thelr parends,
are comlinually frusirpied. The
culs and unemnployment mean
ihal e Is mo rosy presenl
future for the yomibh. Aod il B
cuasy Tor the MF b simply blame
hinck people, and teachers for

the fuilings of the edmcation
sysiem.

Unless ihis sitmation is mel
with regular propapgamds which
eapluing  the meed for sell-
organsation of school stodenls
wlompside all thoese fighting Tor a
hedier standard of life, ibe Sk
will grow, A meeting has Leen
m'gafdg::d for 16 Muarch by the
All London Tenchers Agpainst
Raclsm and b ascism
{ALTARF], which already s
the support of six of ihe [LEA"S
1 1 associations.

Chiz meeling, as well a3
proving how widesprend the
{eachers' oppositlon L FACKEM
haes became, Wil be ahie (o map
oml Turther wniled action
together with schal students
umel paremis,

ALTARF ¥eeling
1t March, 5. Hipim
Cencral Hall, Westminster

2h

Badge availabla irom SC
Badges al 15p sach [plus Tp
p+ pl.or1ipaach lor orders of
10 o mere |poel reg). PO Box

60, London H1. Cheques o J.
Wilsomn,

The oldest teanaEers
since Tutenkhamen

by Johin Thackoru

IHE MEDREA pave much
atteptionto thelaunching of the
Harinnal Fronl's campaign in
cducalion last waek, with prese
con Ferences o lawnch the 'How
fovspol aredeacher’ lenfled, ard
interviews on the TV for the
pregse-aired WF Cleaders”.
Bl an e hesis of theor Dirst
puble appearance, the YMF are
plufully small, and  runsing
already ngainst wideapread
opposition.

L ast Saturday, the fascises hod
ani rhey woadd plcket the main
Fduwcatiaon TV centre of the
Inner Landsn  Eduocation
Authority, Suppossdly, n huge
srovwed axl 1313 vear alds woukd
term g [0 progest abouat the
‘mutticracialiom’ ol the prog-
ramend - Somehody's  Dudebin-
er', 4 ew school TY proe-

ramme featuring a whice girl
pregnant by her Black by
friend. Alihough oo member af
the B E could hase seenthe prioe-
ramme, whiclh lag yer oo he
brosdeast, the rap Spesrhead
il atacked the progrumme s
‘revoliing — it ssheerpaion

Iy the event, the madssed
feenapers promised by s NE
piried out 1o b & motley Band
al MF thugs na onore tlian thins
srrong, As usueal a laspe police
coplimgent  was on hand 1o
procect The Fascisls, Bl as one
ol anti-racls pucit, afthes' e
reenapers, L'm Sit" Rnkect
Bdark®.

The eream- ol fasciss wouth
starist their natioiwide cam
paign with the slogan: “Migeer
lowers, wa'llogend you tn
Mascow inwentTin'.

bt A5 anti-vacists frivn

Redbridge Biues

1M AXN smazing abose turn
Rediridps council have rever-
wescl o sk, Laken rwio weeks
ago, 1o fire oui cowngil
aroperly oo political  groops
athier then the *“hig three™-

Within a fow doyvs af this
decision the council have
refised the hire of o kall s the
local  anti-Tascist groap. The
Eedbridge Campaign  against
Racism and Fascism, &ao
all-party growp, have been told
by conncil officals that any
meeting held by Lsem *would
be liahle 1o dissuption aad
viahence'

The eaglier decision to bmpose
50 bans was a reply i@ regquest
from RCART that the councl
efuse 10 hire ot halls L the
mWE afrer dncidents ol racial
violvenos in the arss

RCARF bl plonned Lo-fime
1Heré Town Hall Lor a vally at
which il was hoped Trovor
Rrocking, Miran: karlin and
Darid Edear would spenk

HBarry Huagill, “a

E1ath] fn

person For RCARF, said —

‘Redbridge  councll by iheir
action- have showa  ihe
enormiaus (hreai that the NE
preseil (o democracy . The NF
Bave been very aclive o the
Marking amd [ford arcas
intimidating members of the
hcal Asisn commuenily  aed
viaewtly attpcking local mem-
leers of the Youag Communesid
Leapue who hase attempled L
teamd oul anti-fasclst leefles,
When a lroad based  anii-
fascist group |5 formed [0
coamber Lheir evil imfeence thex
are mclively hampered by 2
council scared - of  Front
vigdeee, The council did not
ack RCARF ubhul stewanding
arrangemenis nar did they ask
che bcal podice Tor thedr views,
iy skmply suid no, althogh the
previoms week Uey had refused
o ban the RE,'

RCART hope 10 pressure L
council  inld Changing  Lhewr
mind. 1T Lhis is not possible the
meeting will be held in
allersalive premises,

Santh Landoa had  been
rchilised a: only three cays
nntice o oppose e MF picket.
led by "ACTT members
working at the T% cenfre,
suppart came from broad-
cisbiingrencmers ansd journalislz
ancons, s owell aa Trdm
Battersen Trades Cowncil, the
Labour parly,  Asbi-Magzi
Leapue nnad anti-racis? gIonps
pnder the ALC AKAE banner,
Havimg oocupied the rowd
cuzksishe the T penrrie, the anis-
razists voled 10 march thromgh
lowmal workinge class aress o
Clapham Junstion, Inoanly a
mile; Thesnarsh grew tocver 3K
soople —  provine  Hhat the
cxgmple of the ACTT shop,
which iniriared and matiztalned
s uriey of action. cais be the
basis of ppposilion Lo any pors
miees by Fscisls 10 oTpaniss
wilhineducation,

Reading Rampage

THE (IFFICES of the Reading
Coancil - for Communily
Relatiens were nitecked  last
week by g pang of Tacst thags,
A& man teng up the ROUK
director and cinimed 0 was the
work of the Kle KElox  Elam,
Local polics hawe denicd thal
the KKK exizli Ln Brizain. The
Bending Chroniche reparts thal
a proup  of  righr-wing
sxtremisly based in [ondon
nses KEE methods sand  wis
responails for the atlack.
Tl poliee said: “We are
Leeating this s amn isolated caes
of criminal damage.' This iz
repicnl, The indulgenss of the
British police for righi-wing
jerrorists and  fascisis. s
well-known, Given Special
Pranch otileasion  of right-
wing groaps (or doothey st
concentrate on the lefi? thy
iould knoae whal™s mang on
far it is anyrhing but isalatsd,
Wl then are there 5o few
prassoutions al | righvelngsrs
carrvingoni ferarisl acrlvisies?
[her Repding case mersly
Hbuserares this point fariher and
oopl anzi-Ruiciins are making
independens Luguiries,

HIIFL!

Proiu: MIKE 581



SEXUAL

POLITICS

Why 51 per cent
of the population
can’t be kept

in their place

Scarcely a day goes by when the media does not have
some ilem which — in however distorted a fashion —
reveals (he growing Influence of the women's
movemeni and the ideas it has generated over the pasi

decade.

Noonecannow ignore the challenge to the notion that
women's place is in the home: as passive sex objects
sacrificing their needs to those of their hushband and
children, writes CELLA PUGH.

In spaie of the initial “owuirage’
apmingl leshinn mothers, for
exantple. lberal sections of the
mass media have symmpat heti-
cally examined this question
Who could have imagined such

aithing evenia fow yearsapo?
The menager of ‘a Tesco
supermarkst can be made 1o
apologstically - withdmw  from
sl unglerpanas illustrating 8
rapist. A newspaper such-as the

The six demands of the WLM

* Equal paynow,

* Free contraception and abortion on demand.
* Free 24-hour communily conirolled nurseries.
* Equal education and job opportuniiies.

* Forfinancial and legal independence.

* Fortheright to aself-defined sexuality.

pge: A A,
fram The Oiher Bookshop,

Buikting, LIMIST,
Crache,  fodsd aned

SOCIALIST FEMINIST
NATIONAL CONFERENCE

LP-Br lanuary, Mancheser

Registration, Friday 27 Januwarv, 6-11pm at
ManchesterPoly, Awion Streer, Manchestor. Sanurday
session from [0nm i Manchester Poly {Commerce
Building), Sunday session all day at Barnes Wallace

accommndnsicm  all
Emergency phome:(Mil-226 1520,

available

Socialist Woman

B D ETHAL OF THL BTCRAST RO AL WA ET GN0UF

Brskeg i HE heid a3 !

Mav jgsu out Friday includes:
Which Way for the Socialist
Faminizl Curreni?; dabelas on
MAC and Sawuality; coniribu-
tigng  frem Woman  Agalnat
Fagimm and Fascism group,
Warmean and Iraland group, and
Lesbian Line; balance-sheat of
Warking Woman 3 Charfer
Campaign; dissussion on
‘Womenr and Soclalsm’ and
'Czphﬂ“ﬁl’r’l. Palitiss and

Barsanal

Lite';  intermational
reponia from Spain, Labanan
and USh; plus bodk reviess.

Singla coplas A0p plus 1o
a&p. Subsariplions. £1.50 for
four issuss, Al orders 10:
Socialisi Wamarn., 45
Ralgocras] Lid., 3388 Uppes
Streat, London M1 2503, Plaase
makeall cheguas! POs payable
1o Aalgocres Lid.

Dwily Express recently  pub-
lished  the views of power-
workers' wives on why they
supporied their hushands'
strike.

The kdeas and actions of Lhe
women's movement have peis
trated every corner of Lhis male-
dominated sociery, provoking a
response which radpes Trom
sympathetic suppoTt, atlamprs
at assimilacion, to fieree attack.
Inshort, we can now spealk of
the ‘women's issue', ‘and
milliony of women and men
have an - inkiing ol whar i=
umgied.

Questions such as chikd care,
rape, waodnen battering, ahor-
Lemy And the repression. of gy
people dre no |un|_:e'r e T
purcly matters of private o
individualeonoern

UNTHINKABLE

Many of these questions are
being raised within the labour
movemen! — svmething @al
agrin would have been wirtaally
unthinkahles decade agae. Wha
wonnld have tought thar bath
the TUC and the Labour Pasty
coabd be made o replater thesr
suppedl for free aborilon on
reguest. g3 hagpened in 19757

This & among the achieve-
msenlsthat havebesn clockedup
by the Women's Liberation
Sovement, and the campaigns
which it has spawned, such a5
the Working Women™s Charter
Campmgn with 1% ledt
demands  thal have been
adopred s offical pobey by
HANY o Orgaisaodn; Al
the Matiopal Abortlon Came-
paizn, which haz led demons-
trations of cver J0L000 opposed
e compulsory mosherhosd,

That is oneside ol the piciure
Bt against the renewed impetus
of wmen Lo snap the chains ol
ther oppresssos stand some &l
the maosl powerfil wless that
asyist In propping up the
wreckage of larter-day capitalisi
SCHIBEDY .

And many of thess ideas —
fundamentally that women's
plaseisin the home — fnd their
mast fervent sapposters in the
workesrs" movement. There dre
far too many examples o how
these reactiomary  ideas have
divided working class men and
woanen: in faling o Support
woarsen' 8 strikes: 10 iEnoT g the
closure of nurserles, and other
puhlie expeaditure cars which
hilp o make the home a
wiaanan’s priecn; in deoying the
rlght of women o choose
whether tohavechildren,

The ahility of the |aboor
moverment 1o appose  1he
conceried onshught on Hving
standard: ond basic rights
depends on it willingness Lo
recognise and defend (he
Interesta of all working people
and oppressed groups in
sociery. Ao obvious siep — ang
vel one that has. still o be
broadly accepted — is suppon
for measures o aid women’s
participarien in the lnbour
moveme=ni; creche: gt onion
mestings; recognition of the
right of women 0 caocos;
meetings held during working
hours.

CONFIDENCE

Yomen's groups — in the
workplace and in the commu-
niry — fhave led women fo e new
confidence in their ahility 1o
recopgnise and Tight Tor (keic
owninterestsand demands, The
W oomen®s Liberation hove-
ment 15 anesiential back bone (o
thisdevelopamentl.

And hat | one wital reaaon
why all socialists must support
an  independent women's
IO ENACL,

Throogh the WLM's discus-
sien and pnalvsis of women's
DPPressien,  sociaiiscs  are
learning how hest o incor
poratewamen s inferests within
DT 0T pragremine, sl win
ingreasing- mimbers ol women
tothe side of revalution d
sogial  process  that  will
necesmrily need o continue
nfrer: the political defeat  of
capitalism.
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For the first time since 1975, sociallsts within the
Wo.nen’s Liberation Movement are meeting this
weekend at a national conference. The Iissues that
will be discussed have a wide relevancs, not least for
the current debates on programme and strategy on

the far lefi.

On pages 7 to 10, Socialist Challenge carries
contributions on the Impact that the women's
movement has made, its growth, and the debates
within it. We hope that in future issues other women
activists will contribute on their own ideas and

experience.

P

e o " g -
MARGE WRIGHT of tha Socisdy 10 Buppar H

= . B
oma Gonfinements speaking pie Radlcal Mid-

vias Confersnce hédd in London on Satwrday. Sixly sttandsd, to discuss [BRE8e &UCh 82
pltemative pattams of pregrnancy and chiigbdrih; re-astabilshing theconlidencs ol midwives

in Hhair own skilla; and encouraging ihem to allew ihe actlve participalbon of women (nbdrihb.

Further infermation from: Rudical Midwives, 1% Bleomileld Creceni, Leeds B,

How the women’s movement
is hammering out the message

The women's movement is one of the most long Iasting
resulis of the youth radicalisation of the lnte 1960s. Al
thai thnee, large numbers of young educated women
found themselves on stodent campuses and in the
expanding white-collar, ssmi-professional sector.

But they rapidly discovered that the expectation they
would eventually beeome howsewives and mathers still
dominated ithe atfitudes of those responsible for their
edocation, training and employment, write PERNY
DUGGAN and SARAH ROELOFFS.

From these conditions emsr-
ged & women's movemeni
which challenged the distortion
of waomen®s social, sexunl,
political and economic e by
the family.

Al the same time, woinéo
inclustrial workerswire 1'-.':|.',i.'|'.|-
ing tn demand thai the Pgler
living standards and otlher
benefits won by the stropply
uninnised aections of the
wirking class be extended 1o
their own pay and condilions,
They hegan o guestion the
asswmplion tar women s work
was worth besg than men®s, and
that wamen didn't have the
clght 12 a job or o decent
standardof living,

I The late "6l ancd early "7,
groups of women mMel o0
cisllege campuses and ln many
cities 1o discuss  rhelr
oppression, They gqoickls
responded o Lhe need Lo
SUppOrT women workers: awch
a5 the Ford machioists in 1968,
the night cheaners campalgo,
and the maty otlser equal pay
struggles of the gy 15708,

This experience, together with
the sharpemop of  the class
sirugele agaimst the Tory
Gayeenment, . foreed  the
wanken's mevement 1o hegin o
define it poditical standpaoint.
1972 dnw the first of the
Womenr nngd Socialism comn
ferenees, which discussed nod
only the relationship of 1he
women's movemant 1o Lhe
workerst mowvernsnl but alsa
developed a theoretical under-
atandipg of women's oppres-

i, This - included d.Ct‘E[E'.:
such a5 that om the role of
damestic. lahmar in capioalist
sociey,

The defexi af the Tories in
1674 wshezed i 2 new poditical
sitarion. The Labour Govern-
meny came oo offics  with
proamises of a better life for all
— women  iocluded, The
Lubgar Government and the
srade unben leaders quickly dis-
reparded these promises.

This kas led o a discussion in
the laboer and socialist moye-
oenis aboul alternative polices
and Torms ol organisaiaon o
those offersd by the labour
leaders, These discussions haye
been ‘reflzcted inside the
Women's Liberation Mowe-
memi [WEM)

The campaigning activicies of
the movement have raised many
fumclamenrnl guestions, With
whesm shouwld  the  womien's
mavement allv itsellY On what
pubitical Basis shoeld  women
arganise, and wiar forms of
organisatian will give women's
strugele for Hberation the
grealest impast? What is the
relationship berseen an inde
pendent  woman's  movemesni
and poliricel parties?

These questions of sirategy
ire being taken ap by differen:
current: . in the WLM. The
current  of sociabisls in the
movement 14 ahowl b lhave s
lirst confererce since 1973,
This com lerence is an fmpsorrant
slep,

The women’s movesient s
snemrial Tor uniling women of

e

many different  palitical per-
specrivesin a strugele for its six
demindds, However, thal uniry
shoulkd moq prevenr the mos
open and demacratic discos-
sion belween different poditical
postbions b e movement. As
LhEe clasa s I:I::,I}!EI'." I:II:I'.'I‘.'I'EIZIE and
e WL M s forced Lo chaose Irs
allkes, we are confidens that
large nombers of its activiscs
will throw their weight behing
the working classin the strugzle
fev= anctalism, fuse as LNCTEARINE
nmtibers of make workers ace
being ‘won to the alde of
wormen ‘s ssrupgles,

The developmenr af & sironp
socialist current can strenpthen
the women's movement by
I|q:]|:li:|g o win e 49 am unsfer-
standing o the nepessicy for
alliances with the lohaur move-
ment and other oppressed
sections of wciery against our
cominon. enEmy — the
capdialist sysiem.

The recenl formatlon of
proupa Uke Women Apainst
Bacisom and Fascism, sod
Woraern and Ireland, topesher
weith the cxempiaey Tole ploved
by women from the WILM on
the Crrunwick bastle lines have
served 1o develop the. links
hetween bedh  ferminism  and
siciinbism, and between  the
WIM and the browder labour
and secinlist movemenis,

By waeh sell activicy, we have
alsoen posed sooe of the gaplng
holes in grany rrade anbondss”
understandiing of solealism, nor
least. Scargills attioode 1o
HEXIE,

sociabisisin the WLM should
secone of thelr cenirnl fasks ps
crploring the relationship
terween ca o movemeni  for
women’s liperation and the
atrugels for sociglism, This is
why we welcome chis weekend's
conference For an open socizlis
feminist journadand for afuture
conference o discuss @
Tevolutionary socialisr sirategy
forwomen™slikeration

#heea: LAYIAENCE SPARHAM (FFL)
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A R e S
SEXUAT

‘It is not necessary to know that matriarchal
societies have existed in the past to see that women

could be liberated.’

E ARE OMLY b-:gin_ungg =
unider the renewed impetus of
the women's movement — (o

X see the complexity of the
isdes rased by the questions posed in the
introduction and the limitakons of classical
Marshit andlysis of women's oppresion in
ackinowledging some of the problems and
providing answers. This is really a plea againsi
the traditional 1empiation of seizing facile
answers becaste they are wseful to bang
REAINEL An opposing paint of view, amad
thereby  trefsforming them into 2 new
orthodoxy,

O course, we cannios and shonld not avold
political argument — any more than we can
avoid aBction — because we don't fully
undersiand the historical, 1heoretical,
practical relationships beiween women®s
oppression and capitalism. Boi owe musi,
againsi the more sectaran traditons ol the
British beft, try o develop our understanding
by drawing into il the experiences of political
practice and discussion rajher  than
reverentinlly repreating the words of Marx,
Engels, Lenin, Trousky. . or by responding 1o
criticism or awkward guestions onlby
defensively,

First, lees ook at some problems of some of
the historical questions. Women's oppression
pre-dated capitalism, Bot has it been a feaiure
of ail human social Gife? 15 thar what kistery
means? Or were there matriarchal societies in
thie distant past among groups af people living
o o devel of bare subsstence belore o surples,
giving A material basis 10 oppressive social
relalionships, was rll'\?d'.ll:l.‘lg Was 1 the
developmeni of the earfies class societies
which gaverise tothe "world historic defeal ol
the lemale sex” and the increasingly universal
dervelopment of patriarchal societies,

This is nol jusd a debare berwesn hourgeols
Intelbectuals (relleciing a boargenis concern o
keep women out of hisory, along with other
peoples) and socialists. [tis also an impormam
debaie which lsas energed from the women's
movement and which, in my view, is open 1o
msch further and fuller development before
cither interpretation can seem adequate,

chates are ioteresting, bul how
crucinl are they? How far do they lelp us o
identify the exact relationskip between

e ——————————

though varving histoey, and they are fighily
tied up with consepid ol nature and binlogy,
We then have 1o ask whar happens ig thess
particular features of patriarchy within
capitalism? How do patrtarchal structures
and consciouspess aboul the relacions
between the sexes relate to class suuctieres and
nscioesness abowt class relatioge? And how
do wie challenge =ach and borh?

To take wmme of thess questions furiher we
have 1w look a1 what  happens 13 the
oppressian of women under capitalism, The
developiment of capitalism invalved an
EXIenEIve re-construction of social relaricn-
slips, The separation of labour and- capital
celzblished rhe major class relationships of
capulalisd society, The separation ol the kome
from general produciion, the preservation of
the family and its wansformatkon inlo a

tvatised domesic unmit created 8 new basis

of the sexual division of labour with 1he
worman as housewife — (e “domestic
tabourer®, Yel ar the same dme, by also
drawing women out of the domestie wnit amd
tt genera! production, capitaliam indicated
that the sexpal division of lahoor coold
hecome redundant,

PUBLIC SPHERE

such a possibility is blocked within
capiialism, bur the position of woenen ix
siructured by the contradictory features ol the
relationship between the private sphere of the
fumily and the public sphere of  general
reodicion,  Thus  gueestions of  women's
rights, emancipation, and liberation  Bre
redurrently posed through capitatism, While
wanien have never been totally excludsd from
capiialis producion — amd b the Tae 20
years lsave been drivwn increasingly into i
their position in the wage labowr Toree is in
prociece larpely an extension ioto the public
sphiere of the tasks of demestic labour:
cooking, cleaning, washing, sewing, nursing,
temching; child care, and =0 gn,

Duaring the early stages of industrialisation
the family of Lhe working classes was
comsaderably undermined, with men, women
and children drawn inte production.
Heraever cnpitalism siapped short of the fotal

‘Working class people strove to re-establish the
_famil;v as a means of protection against the
insecurity and alienation of their social existence.’

patrigrchy and capifalism now and 10 deaw
out the strategic implications for the storuggle
for women's lberation? It is Dot necessary to
lmow that matriarchal societies have sxisted
inthe past in order to gee thas women conld be
liberared. For cxample, the argument thai
women’s oppression s ‘namusal’, a “fact” of
ﬁlun.un be defeated withoul reference 1o
L

Hewesier, some extremely imporran: issues
are raised in the convext of this debate. 1t
sians thai throughowt history the sexoal
difference hetween mabe and female has been
epcaally and pepchologically defined o
distinciive sexual identities — feminine and
masculine, and socially and ecomomically into
8 sexual divimon of labour. The precise
pombent of these distinclions, which have been
soctally condriecied on the basis of bdalogical
difference, has varied =mormooshy  from
soclety o soclery, from hiworical period o
historical period. And the exient of the
differences has varied ton, as endless
examples from anthropolagical studies have
shown,

But zcross such variations and whatever the
power relationships involved, it deeims that
sexual identity  bas besn strocoured - indo
|]I.'III'IE.II£-I.'r!'H:-IIH|'iI_'\_- % dn arganising prinsiple.
It meay B chat in early humnn societies belore
the productiom of a surplus, thess societiss
may have -been  matrigrchal. The sexual
division of Tabowr -and the definitions of
femininity and mesculingty may not have had
specifienlly cppreaaive cannaiarions for
women o for men. Mevertheless, the history
ol padrimrchy since that pegiod & extremely
tong, contimuing through the cmergence anst
disintegradion of mapy types of society, many
syslems ol exploitation and appeossion: all af
which have prodeced and reproduced thedr
vwn versions of appressive sexual reladons
and of Femininity.

It seems ro follow From (his that — desnile
variations etween sovisies —  parriaschal
agsuimpesms are srpctured info us very deepiy
Al the level aof personaliry nnd individual
identicy; they draw on osn excesdingly ald

fragmeniation of the working population s i
hecame apparent thar this was economically
and technologically  unnecessary, It was
causing excessive damage to the preseni and
fwiure labowr force and  hnd  beological
dangers, Working class people srove o
re-establish the family as a mesns of
prodjection agalnst the insec urity o
alienation of thelr spclal existence. Probably
for women this meanl & reclamation ol a
support system belween female Kin: for men it
meant rhe claim for their wives to be returned
ey their 'proper domestic sphere® and ot of
direct ar indirect competitkon in the waorld of
IOIETE,

Through appatently disparate pleces of
legislasion, such as that lmiting houes of
waork for women and children, and
extablishing universal edueaticon; through the
pradoal  development of aocial policy i
redation 1o such maccers as heahh, edecacion,
hinsing, delingquency, child care; and the
retated development of socind work, Lthe Siate
las increasingly inrervened o sncoucage and
impase an increasingly stogdardised forn of
famity Hfe — “the broergenis family'. Thus,
wlsar |5 now ecognised as the "welfare® Stape
nas epnerged, built anouwnd 1his coocept of the
family with fi= division of Tahoer beween the
male breadwinnes and the female dependent
housewife amd mother,

Why this Siate concern? What bourpeaks
irneresis were and are ar srake? And how far
has the warking <class co-aperated in its own
coplasnment in gereral, and in the oppression
of wameil in pastcalar inocics struggles. o
tmprats the ‘qualsay of Famidy Hfe'?

From tee posst ol view ol capital, the work
of the housewifs Bt homne 65 foncerned with
ithe produstion and reproduction of lobgur
pOwer D& Ay Lo a8y and generational bagis.
This  fonctiens  biologically, in  the
reproduction of actual human beings, and
idenlogicadly — in the repeoducion af
“mzeful” snd law abiding members ol soaieth:
the reproducton of bovs and gerls imboed

with the appropriate nolions of their
masculiniey @nd [emininicy, o direct them
dio thedr propor’ place in the sexual divislon
of babour, who will be ‘I2ee’ W el theie
labssiir povaer 1o capital as remquresl, Thomastic
labour &4 privite in o mumber of wensss. 11 i
carvled out  in isolacion: millisns of
lpusewives engaged in Lhe same activitics,
cacly in her separate hoowe,

Althaugh i contribues w-the reprodwction
af lnbour power aid s therelome necessiury 1o
the production of surplus vaiwe, the work ol
the howsewile produces use valueg for Lthe
unnmediate consemprion of her famdly. Her
wark 15 nie socially producrive in the Marxist
semsg. I recerves no clirect recognition from
cagpital, and has no place in che capitalist
markel: o commands no wage, [ndirectly,
caplial acknowledges the exisience of
domestio labdur in three main ways: through
its changing need to draw mare women inko
general production, o0 (0 s Them ool Sgain;
through its recognition of the family as dan
important unit  for - the  consumption of
commodities — from plastie bread ro washing
poradders o freerers; through  the public
provision of some of the {asks of dounestic
labour either by capitalist enterpriscs, such as
launderettes, or by the State, as with day
FILTHETEEs,

Auiy social recognitian of the housswife is

established through the marriage contrac,
whikch acknowledges her hushand's dury 1o
maintain his dependanis - wife and childezn,
[us it s the Sste—through family aw, the
welfare “Suae— which pives some - sozial
recopnition o the hoos=wife whils the
individual capitalist cam  preserve am
appeacance of disinterest in the Privine
domestic arrangements of his or her
emplovees, The wage is paid w the worker,
how it is speni then appears Lo Be his ar her
alla. Willun the [amidy, the housgwile™s
position &5 that of dependence. This may be
ensdifaied, theugh not fondomendally altered,
if the wornan i3 alvo @ wage worker, given the
continming  inequality in wages and
opportunities alfecting most wonien ln
geneTill production,
There is therefore no squality of interest 1o or
Access Lo the wage in the reforionship of the
hugband worker and the housewife,
ﬁsi'.mllug. i order 1 sharpen the poing, thart
the housewife has no waged work, the
immediate day-io-day responsibilicy Tor
purchasing, makiog, ergamging the food,
clothing and general care-of Lhe family is the
housewife's and slee Feguires some subsrantial
part ol her hsshand"s wape i order 1o be able
o carry this onr, Bur the wnge is this'; he bas
“earnesl’ i, and he 15 cushioned from the most
inmediate knowlsize of the costs and work
invveslved i doanestic consnmption because
that is mol his sphere of responsihiliy.

The resuliant differences in interests and
SONECIOUENeEs & fnasl clearly s=en in ®rike
sifuations, where wives berate their husband™s
milicaney and ieceaponsibility when the
burden of theie action: in the immediate sense
of having to food the family wdll fall upon the
wives, Ironically, this reacticmary class
position embodies an element of feminis
consciouspess, O the other band, wives
riallying in support of thelr husbands®
militancy may be operating - within the
framework of their own subordination. This
lack of symmeiry in the relation to the wags
can ooly be gvercome to the extent thar the
teansm Sirwctured into the working class is
consistently challenged.

oppre

What are the pre
patriarchy and capi
relations and relatio
Between the struggle
and the struggle for s
to these crucial gue
obvious, argues MA




ssion

se relations between
ilism? Between class

between the sexes?
or women's liberation
cialism? The answers
ions are not easy or

‘“We do not have a clear understanding of how to
develop the struggle to transform personal identity

from passivity towards revolutionary autonomy.’

Finally, & brief discussion of cerain mspects
of the idesdopy of the family and of
idenlogical commitment o the family will
illusirate more of the problems we have o
work on.

ldeclngically, the patriarchal divizsion
belween Lhe sexes in capitalism is perpetuated
midl meTely as a sort ol o rellection and
justifieatice ol The way relationships belween
wamenl and men  are actoally  sieuclured
within the privatsed family unic and in
refation o the capitalist econamy and SLage. 1t
ks draws on residund pre-capilalist conoels
which cling with 8 spocial persistencs around
sacial relationships which appsar "natural®.
iCongider, for exemple, the guestion  of
scapnlicy, A heferosexunl norm @ clearly
established in the wvery sirugture of
refnrionships within the Bourgeois family,
defended and reinfereed throogh a range of
uncient and modern, religions, medizal, and
psvchological belisls and "explanacions’.
Challenging that means challenging the past
and the present and the past o the present.

Working class commilment Lo Lhe
bourgeads fEmily is 8 commitment W XIS,
and the oppresston of women.  Baco the
probleos of howe to contrgne this effectively
nave by oo mesns been worked-out,

The fssue is sn oomplicaied becanse the
reproduston of labour power involved: the
reproduction of human beings.  Becanse the
Tamily 1% ol secially solaled &md Uue nsain
soirce af personod relzrionships 1o copdealism,
st peaple e amationally dependent on
family. relationships and see personal
refatbiaships and  family - relatondbips #s
imeyitahly tied together, Alicrpative waya of

g ganising human seproduction and personal
lile hardly exist or are hardly allowed 10 exist,
ax the ovedia exposés of ATD and lesbian
mothera Olusteates, And yst the fdeal of
famitly security is becoming more miythical a2
families inceeasingly break wp, heeak down,
ar never ‘properly’ form.

Tlee eeopomis dependency of the housewile
within the fomily emtends i and s
reinfogeed by social, pswchological, and
seaugl dependency operating at the lewel of
{deas and emotions. Because the development
of persomal identity and sexual bdentity are
fused in one proocsis — and for @omen tho
means - an  identity af inferiorioy — she
priblems of Usiog (o reconstrues personal
identity in Lhe process of stroggling weainst
appoiision e pcately angd inrimately rised
in the swugpies of women,

W do pol v have a clear or adeguate
undezrsianding of how to develnp the sbrugels
10 transform. personal ddentity  Croot
deference, dependence, and passivily Lowarda
same ideal of revolationdry Aukanonty, of of
Iy o generalise  and colleclivise  thoar
personal srugzles.

Bt wes havwe o recogmese Ui validicy as &
necessiry parl of the streggle for women's
liherstion. Moresver, thedevelopment of any
revoluthonary . concepes and  practices  of
collectivity and democracy s doomed o
Fatlure if divorgst from the developoom
Lowards personal auronomy. Thes is Jusl ang
examipls of The way in which the siruggle for
women's Fheranios, and the gueashons rises
{a rylag ro defineg the [inks  efween
pacriarchy and copiialism, faise impoctand
questinns for the resolelionar s mavement as
n whnle
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ITALIAN ABORTION
IN ABEYANCE

ABORTION in Maly ramains = very big iszua.
The old fascist law Is still on the books,
desclaring abortion 1o e a 'crime sgainel the
hallan race,’

In 1974 the Radical Parly callested T00,000
signaiures fora raferendum to gat #id of It
and ginca then the izsue hes come up 8
numbarod fimes in parliamant == but with ng
ralarm. |n 1876, under the Imaast of mBEsaive
women'sdamongtrations for irse shortian an
damand, parllamant was ﬂ'ﬁﬁﬂh‘ﬂd. S tha
Tain political pariies (the Christian
Cemaocrats and tha Communist Party] oould
come Lo no agresmant: on 1ha gsua, and
figkad confrenlatian with the Galhalic
Churoh if the referendum was to b2 held,

By disgaiving padlament and haiding
alections the referendum was  postponed
Me Cam TMNS'IH-:F[:U pimed Lo reach arapld
cormpromiss with tha Christian Democrate
nafore the refarendum came up agadn. This
nag nol heapenad 8o far. The slx-garly
agreomeni of recant months (&hich - ended
#ilh tha currenl gowarnmenlal crisial
revienwesd mast of 1he main political problems
Ul mbrilon was nol cealt wikh,

The partias ‘ware alrakd of regeating the
sphit of June 197, Then the abortion reform
law hiad golb as far ga the Sanala, wham the
Christian Damacrats broke thair fagit
agreamiant with (he PGS vole "according to
Gorscience’ and pass the bill.

Ihe same law has now bean prosented
again and discusaicn In the Ghambar ol
Deputies should have begun in December.
Again 1t wes postponed, but will have 1o
aome up by Fetruary or the referendurn will
agein come inig alay, Tha propoasd relomm
law is mod the masl libaral of [awe, bul the
Christian Damoagrais, under the influance of
Valican-backed ‘right 13 life' movemienis,
have hardened their position even further.

Tha PGl, on tha cthar hand, has to
reconcile 8 etrategy ol a ‘'histaric
compram isa’' with the main raling class pany
wilh dhe aapirations of ila awn rank and file,
particularly 1Me woman, Wwho &g |N'ﬂﬂ|'!'
influenced by the womes's movemant
support far tae abortlon on demand.

AMERICAN WOMEN DEFEAT
RIGHT WING

WHILE THE Esropean women's movemeni
is taken wp with debates on (ke relatonship
hetwoen femmisme apd the class siruggle,
thimgs n itie Unbbed Staies are a litle differesi.

‘Feminism® has become the shock i tnsde of
half the bowrgesds politicians in the comniry.
At e recent Mutiomol Women's Canference
im Houston there were even  delegaiions
dominated by the Ko Khx Kion {incloding
neen) which — ot surprisingly — were anii-
womon and racki.

There was snidher bhig problem with ihe
conference. The Corter pdmimistration had
spemt 35 million seling the thing ap. 50 il
wasn"l meani fo challenge govermmeni
pelimies, Meveribeles, ata tme wihen alriion
righils and FiTirmalive SC0N P0G s s are
umder aitack, and ithe Eqmal Rlghis
Amseadwienl 5 il hanzing fire In stale
legislalures, ihe conference overshelminghy
tacked chiddeare provisions, shortbom, 1he
ERA, and gay righis, If also passed o strong
r=olulion apainst ihe doable oppression af
women from racial minorities,

Bt the probiem was thad Hberal femindsts,
ke dhe Matlonpl Ovpandsnaibon nf Womens,
were nhie do nse the presence. of right=wing
debegutionsio hinck some of the move muilidwm
resnlulions, suying they wonbd undermine the
Ferafnisl - spivid - of the conferemce. Bul  the
minority women resolution, drosn wp by
minarlty women's caucuses, showed thoi s
sirnirger allemative was possihie. It weni Far
peyond the NOW plas sed wues poxsed

overwhelminghy -
e T e S
1'% il merd b - "M

prand img nrepdy by the Cammanist Porly foor
receni Secples Vohee, "The Commsnist Party
und Women's Liherodien '
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Conference against re;::ressiﬂﬂ_

The ‘children of 1

Roy Mason’s recent epitaph for the Irish resistance to
Brifish imperialism has proved to be premature. This
is the message from last weekend's conference sgainst
répression, organised by the local Relatives Aciion
commiftiee in Coalisland, Co. Tyrone. From
Coalisland, AILEAN O'CALLAGHAN reports.,

The organisers of the
conference expecied oo more
than & couple of  hundred
people o attend. The
m!:l‘l.lbh.l.'ﬂ.l'l. Movement, Marx-
Ist organisations, commendcy
Eroups, and reformisi -I'.'ITE&II:IE--
atfons such a: the Social
Democratic and Labour P:rr'_-
and the recenily formed Irish
Independence: Party had all
bagn circulniesd,

Il mavthing else, hopsd the
organisers, a wide spectrum of
opimion would be represented
il the conference

UNITY

In the evens, over 700 peopls
from all over the Six Counties
tarned up. Kepresentaiion
ocould hardly have been wider,
and the demand for gemuine
unity was the elear fealing
expressed from ihe ffoeor of the
confersnce. All speaksrs were
warmly applnuded, and when
these included speakers from
hath ithe Provisional and
OMicial Republican Move-
ments teal says a lot,

Dwebepated o nru:—nisa:.-:-l'_-.
which had nod solong ago been
engngad in deadly feuds ended
up vating for the same motions,

As Bernadette MoAlickey
puit il 'The peopls at the
conference wers the children of
'6H, who te=n years [afer had
come topedher 1o see low the
leagons - they bad learit Lo
strupgle cowld be jaueht 1o the
ARO-UOnKEL Masses.”

The major motlons wene
pasied unanimossky. One gave
fall backing 1o the Internation
al: Tribunal inro. the British
Presemee In leeland, which was
publicly faunched in Losdon

fnst Tuesday. The conference
wlso resatved 1o hulld BEelatives
Action Committess throsghane
the Six Counties, and where
possible in the 26 Couniies.

This amd slmdlar aciivivy aims
e bulld the ype of inajor
demonsirarions which were
characteristic of the perlod
from, 1968-T. Thiz time the
main themes will be for the
ending of torure and for the
immediate return of . palitical
status  for all Republican
prisaners.

The Castlereagh toriure
centre &md the 250 men &nd
women ‘on the blankel®
damimaie political thinking,

with good reason. Despite
world-wide Brilish propa-
ganda, people in the Sik

Coairdees are fully aware that
[ormune B ooeniral 1o Briain's
war effort,

John McApulty fold the
conference of the case aof
Eonnie Bunting, a member of
the Irsh Repubhican Socialisy
Party, Mine months ago Ronme
was [dken Lo the Castiercagh
norture ceistre and  had the
Jetiers “UVE" carved oo his arm
ow e 'iBerrogaors',

He has just been re-armssted

for ‘wasting police time'. His
‘crime' was B0 make a formal
complaimt about - heing  tor-
tured. Delegales at  the

comference leared that this may
e a start of o new policy pimed
al discrediling Lhe viclims of
ioriure.

Clearly 1he Coghisland
conlerence is & direcs challenpe
to Bringh imperiallam. Lis
stceess o fallure to build the
agresd activities will be of the
utmos!l- significance (o lhe
struggle of the Irith people for
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Members of the Unied Troeps Cul Movemeni plekalsd ihe
neadquartors of the Special Alr Services reglment In Chelsea, in
Landan last Saturday, They were dgrawing altention lo the rafo of

national liberation. Conse-
quently, socialists in  Britain
meed Lo give the wimosi
practical aid to the determina-
tronshown sl Coslisland

Following the cammemora-
v ol Bloody  Sunday,
sofidarity aciions peed 1o be

busili For thi Fzsc Supday in
March which e Coalisland
corialerence A% e
as ‘Prisoners’ Doy,

Most - of - all, n: Ffirm
commitrment fo baild the
lniernationnl  Tribunal is

essentinl. In chis sy 11 35 hason
angd the Labouor Govesament
which =an be solared in 1978,
rather than ‘*the childeen of
| BGE",

NUS Gay Conference

THE RIGHT ob gays bo ther
selfgdeterminatien lurned aul
o be the crecial delbate a0 the
Matlopal Undon of Stodents’
gav  liberarion fl:ll'lfl:rﬂ'l'.lk'."['.
reports GEREY AHRENS. A
hundred gy activists mei 10
discuss the deplorable state of
the gay campaign.

Decisions made at the
comference are ol nding an
el wniom exuiodg, dominaied
by the Broad Lefi- Loy’
alliamee, and ai with the
WSS CAMPaEn, Dajoriy
decisions taken by the pay
campaign have been  consis-
tently reiectad by the executive,

A eneasky £E200 is all thar MLUIS
treasurer Penny Cooper allo-
coies for the campaign. The
subseguent loss of faith in the
MNLIS  lendership - was  clewrky

shown by decisions to vore in
favour of mofions put by
delegates. iovolved dn the
Socialist Stodents Alliance,
calling [of priofisaton  of
campaigns both within  and
outaede the MUS: Anti-fascisim,
Cray Mews, and Leablan rights
b Add

Theconference, held on 14-15
JTomuary, also called Tor fhe
right to hobd closed conferences
and gavesocs, and o hive
decision-making conferences.
The main task or gays in the
MLS 58 1o ldunch a campasgn
for a prioritlsed motion, gwving
pays the right o salf-
deterndaation, 1o be adogred
by MUS- conference. For the
imeediate foture, the Gay
Pews  Appeal demo on [
February must be buoilt with

sireng: WLUIS contingentis,
imcluling all the WLIS Execus
tive !

Hational Gay Hews Appes
Damo, Saturday 11 Fabruary,
Azgemble 1pm, Tample Tulba,
kMarch to Trafalgar Square for
Aally. Btop al ‘anade Housa
1o protest over treatment of
Cenadlan brothars and §I5EENs.

Pickel ol Ganrada Housa on
Friday 27 January, 4-Tpmm.
Plckel Boval Godart of Justica,
13 Fabruary, Bam-Zpm and
maefing Leicester 5. Tpm,
Discs 10 February, Lambath
Tawn Hail, Tpm, T0p sarners,
S0p nor-earrars.,

Welsh feminists meet

SUPPORT far the Inter-
naticonal Tribunal on Britain’s
presence in [reland and for the
Bloody Sunday demonstracion
will be Torthcoming from the
Welsh women's  liberaiion
movement. These ane jusd pan
of the declsions raken oo 14 and
L% January, ar the all-wWales
veormen 's liberatrlon confereioe,
Artended by women from
Wrexham, Aherystwdih, Mew-
piort, Abergavanny and Swan-
spd,  lhe confer=pce was
prganised by the  Cordifd
Wiomen's Actiom Giroup,
Workshops were held on
sexuality, health, narionalizm,
and o theguestion of waomen’'s
liberation and the ¢lass
=-!:|qu||.'. A regiamil  secialist
femalnist conference in Mewpor
N Ve ki e s 1. . i

in Muy will conceniraie an the
lattar poind in more d=iail

Thk= conference  nlso  raok
many: praoctical sieps: the
digtribution -of Feminis liter
ature war planned, and sleps
toweards building the mosement

by GILL ALLEN

TR
i the walleys were discussesd,
T ehis erd, the secand issue of
Mhwereaen was distrdbeted, and a
workaliap was held on videa
secarding: Tl Swaniea group
af the Mavioaal Abkoriion
Chopalzn alio won backing
far b day sehoal seheduled for
11 Febraary.
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Fiates: 3pger word, Display £2
per galumn  ingh,  Dapdiine:
sem Saturday pafore publica-
flgn

‘FIRST OF MAY®, Edinburgh, Is
5 [all maaling plage and
bookshop - at 46 Middry - 51
I31-557 4348, Opan 12 naon e
Tam Morito Sat {Spm Satl. We
Tavg an axcellanl ranges of
sooks  and periodicals. We
welcome all wisrtors.

SINM FEIN Bloody Sunday
maarah. Assembla Zpm,
Sunday 28 Januany, SFIEH'!Br!'
Corner. Marzh ta Whhehall. Al
BRANEra walsoma:

INTERMATIOMAL Soclalisis
and  Aavolullanary UI'I"!J.
Conlerence sponsored by
pa-15.) SWP aclivigls, Beasions
on 18 tradition, pollitical
situvalbons, nevololionmany umily,
Afrlca Cantra, King S1, London
WC2, 11 Feb. Daksils and
regisiratlon [E1 Inchudes
dacumants n IHHH'IH] fram
:.Il;u" Shaw, BT Sallsbury 51,
i,

LEEDS CACTL o8y achool.
Speakars on indestrial ccoupa
tions, homalassnasas and
sguelling, ard the law, plus
workshops, Sat 28 Jan,
10,304,300, a1 Laeds Tredas
Club, Savifle Maount.
RADICAL aollsllors naad
neparienced logal - secratary,
WWE, TI300 p.a. [o work with
us in our young, Triengdly
olfica. Fagl, ascurate audio-
typing -and sense of Aurmour
requitad, Tel, Anna 01-3308
BESS.
BLOOOY Sundey Commemors-
lion Irigh night. Sal 28 Jan,
B0 1ill e, With Ghantar,
Balonas, Elu, Faxand Giltrag,
and Cannolly Falk; at White
korsa puk, Church Fd RWID,
Busas 266, 360, 297; tubs
weaan or. Willasden CGrean
Tichate £1.

SOCIALIST CABARET. Banafit
1or Blght 15 Work Tim. CAST
aregeni 'Confeseions af a
Eooialiet and disca, Flua liva
rmugic. P&avallable for singers
and musiclans. Bar, 8 10 kala
Admiasian E1 |50p claimants).
ah 34 Bedord Square, WG
CAST . Imaginallve, sophizli-
cated and gueick-hil form  of
agltprop which leawes moat
ather provps gasping.’ |Sandy
Craig, Thme Qut, & Des 197T)
CAST afer woeu a hall hour
shaw, ‘Contesslons of a
Sacialiat’ plug disca and use of
P& for your own antarnsines.
Baok naw far your -next

.1-'.-'1"'" i

968’ fight on

thaSAS In tha Narth af reland. particulardy 1he recent assassing-

liom of Cal,
ploinciothas soddiar,

benefil, social, party, Phona
O -BOE 4208 ievaningah.

LONMBON IMG Day School on
the Revolutlonary Farly. Sat-
urday 4 Fabruary. 11am=-5pm at
Caxton House, 51 Johns Way,
Londen N18, Thiz school is
open to all IMG sympatkisars
and Sociaial Chellange Sup-
porlare by cradeniia’s  from
Lendan MG, olo PO Box 53
London N1, ar Gy 5|-;.|nulJ
I#itars  from  lpcal  IMGE
organlsars.,

NORTH LONDON Sociali st
Uncty Public Mesting. 'Hosgl-
lal Cleaures and the rala of
Labour Counziliors!. Sprakers;
Mika Bimgaon, [GMWU Bhop
gtaward, Roval MNortharn
Hoaplall plug speakar Tram
EGA [irrertad). 7.303arm, Thurs-
diay 26 January, John Harres
Lizrary, Camdean Road,
Lordon M7,

CAMPAIGN apuirst Facism in
the Media. Gareral mesatling Lo
diszuss: policias and aciivitbes
In 1976, In parsicular prevani-
Ing tha fagcisla making party
paliicel oroadoasts, With
speakars, Frgay & Jangary,
fprm &l the Roabuck  Pub,
Tottanham - Courl  Agad,
Lendan W jabwaen Goadge
51 and Warren 51 tubes).
Plagae naote new addrass al
CARM, clo PO Box 50, Londan
M1

YORKE UNIVERSITY 'Weaphend
Conferance “Margiem and
Cufture’. Orpanised by Uni-
WHFSIY Saclalist Engiish
Group, 2638 Janvary. Theory
and Practice, cutside speakers
Include Tarry Eaglaton  and
David Craig. Creche, crash-
pads avallable. For moro
datalle conlact Anneg Meo-
Gaughren, 4 Pricry St Yook
LONDON IMG will be orgel-
ging a seres of all-London
RJgragaias over 1ha naxl 1wo
maniths as pad of the |MG's
I:ll"E‘l.'-ElI'lfBFilﬂl:E discussion,
Bacauaa of {1he crigis afl
parspective an the ravolis
tianary laft gad movas lawards
revnlufionary regroupment,
tha fl:l“-\:!-'-'lll'l'-] arganisations
anrd individaals hava Sean
inwited 19 atiens the acn-
farence: Workers Laggua, ©ig
Flama. |ntarcasional Socoalist
groupinos.  Liberaran Gom-
imunist Graup and Socaalisd
Challanga supportess, N you
are & mamaar ol any of these
ZUMFET1s anc Wwalld ke g
atkend e Londan discusgian,
wriia for Satails 1o Londan
I'-}E. /o PO Bax 51, Londan

Meohluil In Darry, ‘MeNull was mourdersd by 2

BRIXTOMN Saclalist club, Fri 17

Jar. "Hesds over thé ¢ l:." =
Halian thritler about camuption
In lacal govammant, alarfing

Rad Steiger. 8:.00pm, the
Cantarbury, Lankarury
Creagcanl |bahind Brixlon

police statsenl, Entrande Sp.
CARMFF Dabate balwaen IMQ
and Carmmunist Pary: ‘Wha
siralagy?’ Mon 13 Feb, 7030
Lorporatlon Hotel, Crawbridge
Brad Easil, dAdmssion 0
|OAF angd unamalopes 10¢).
KINGS LYNMN radical discus-
gicn group. All ahadas of el
opinian walaoma, For further
Informatian. cantagl; Tim
Wabb, Kinge Lyre S5TEE
‘TRADE UMNION astion againal
agartheid.' Speakera Chris
Chitds, TU officer gf A4
movantant, Bl'l{l lacal rada
unionists. Eu'liucu by
Sputnampiion A48 group, Mon
20 Fab, T7.30 54 Matthaws
Church I-|.a||. 51 Marv's Ad
MAME FUNK rocs group will
play at your benefit ar social

Minimum axpansas, Furnear
information — Broockwoad
4,

THE LONBON Labour Library
15 & demoaralic and SODPLTS
thva wantusa whick #ifs Lo
provideinfasmation and library
facilitlas 1o trade uapion
poliviaia, dacialigts, black
BroLES, woman's JrIgs andg
Qay qraupse. We iavize all
individuais and organisations
in e fpbour movement 1o
support ws in cur afforts 1o
lrbarata [nformation ragourcas
in order 10 service {ha struggle
for workars' rignis. We need
baake, periodicals, maney and
oftars of sugpor. Wiike 19
Lendan . labaur Library, aia
266a Sewen Sisters A,
Landan 4.

SERIEE on ragiat  Llonism.
Hear -~ Aklva Crr (laraall
anti-Zigniad) speak on Ziorism
and 1ha non-gectarlan alierna-
{iva in Palastina'. Chairpsrson’
Tony Greenstein, Sun 22 Jan
2pm, Corwey Hall, Rad Lion
Square. Lendan Region British

Anti-Zionist Organcaation
(BAZC cin &6 Old Bromption
Ad. London.

FIGHTBACK Confarance in
Detanae af the HHES, Sat 18 Fab
10-5. Geatral Hall, Wesl-
minstar SW1. For defalls,
cragantlals ats, contest-Fight-
back Confarmnee, cifa ﬁggup“_

than Clies, Hournslaw
Hazpilal, Slaimas d,
Hounsiow, Mdda, (11-B70
d44E],

Phota: MANE RUSHER [IFL]
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es human

European Court abolis
rights v

Over a hundred vears ago the Irish radical and land
agitator Michael Duavitt wrote: ‘The long history of
Ireland proclaims alowd thal the only way o obitain
justice: Tor Ireland i= through the illegal wse of
righieous violence.'

The verdict announced last week by the European
Court of Human Rights on the early days of Britain’s
internment paolicy, give Davitt's words a  limely

sTop Hm 1/
STop Him!l!

relevance, reports GEQFF BELL.

Liphabders of the right of the
Lrish people. 1o self-detertidn
ation ceased holding ilfusbond in
Hritksh justice cemluress gD,
Bur contimental Evrope was a
litibe moge distant; the muling
cliss there were ool so dir eelly
involved In oppressing  Ieish
women and men. Perhaps
justice could he found in
Strashourg.

somi in [reland were quick
fo. umseel thal thas was what
ocourmed &l the Homan Rights
court bast week, The Fianna
Fail Covernmend argiesd the
‘jedgemend. . must be welcam
ed by all who are imiercsied [n
the protection of human
rights’, The liberal Trish Thmcs
agreed: "The Ewropean Court
of Hurman Rights o mow seen o
be crealing stancards for the
protecibon of e individual
against the abuse of spale
poawer’,

TORTURE

This is nonsense. Stasbourg”s
verdict gave none of fhe
reaxsurances which ageing
liberals are alwavs EEger o
insast are obtainable through
bourpems legal channels, The
minst eadhine calching decision
was that Britain had noi
toriured in the esdy davs o
mtsrnment; but  kad - menely
indulged in ‘inhumas and
degruding trewtmeni .

Al ane lewvel the difference
cin he meduced 10 ome of
semanilics. The dictionary
defmes  “mhuman’ a5 “rael,
barbarous, savage', Bul the
difference @5 not  abouat
dictionary defiaitions.

The “gzies satisfaction’ with
which the Biitsh Government
is reponted 10 have reacted 1o
Strasbourg"s werdics under lines
the importance of being
seguilied of torture, *Torture’,
after all, so the story goes, Is
somefleng Western liberal
democracies jusl do mol dio,
whilz “inhuman® [reatoienl
carries connotatkons that l||.i|.1ﬁ
merely goif & bil out of hand.

The verdizt was all the mare
amasng 25 Britnin had not
conlesied the tortore - alle-

gation,  In effect, Britnin
plemded  guilly, but Europe
lound o was innocent. No

wisider Amnsiy Inlternational
1% severely crilical of the
aogusriat,

PREJUDICIAL

fhiher decisions of ibe
European courlt were egually
prejudicial, The lrish Govern
menl had complained thar
Internmeit discriminated in
favour of Lovalizsts, The coerr
would have nobe of that,
spoke of ‘profousd dilferenoss
between Loyaliss and Republ-
fean rerrorisia”, addig “in 1970
and 1971 the Protescant
community  included political
pressre gronps with excremist
fendencies buol  apparently
concealed within its rank no
undeiground  military  Forces
akintothe IBA.

The facts of il siolenice in
Irelamd from 1969-7 1 show the
hollwness of thia claim. The
firsl bombe wers planted by
Loyalisis, im an maiempt 1o
discredit the liberal' Lindonlsrs
i mrwer. The firse killings were
commitled by Lovalists, The
st Yolumier Forcs exiconed
ooy 1966 and was selectively
recruitioe Trom 19469 anwards

Bur a3 witlh the toroure

change, the Brlish argument
was accepled.. Those whp
suppirted U Brilish presence
in lreland, however ouch
viobsnoe they used, were onply
‘mooligans' and did not mer
interoment,

VERDICTS

N the 17 judges, only the
Irish and one ather said
discrimination was practised.
Om the torivre acguittal there
were Four disseoters, Lreland,
Ausitia, Greece and Cyprus.
The last thres pre not in the
Comman Markel: the people of
the last iway have thelr own
cxperience of torture, and
Cyprus 5 in an especially good
position o deliberale on
Aritain's reeatment of ‘rebels*,

Two wverdicts were Lnank-
mous., The- first thet no
evidence had been presented
that Britdin was sEill il
ITEATIng L& Opponents o
Ireland. At no Gme did the
coprt seek or lovite such
evidence, Had they done so
they woild have quickly found
that such respeciable fgarss as
lawyers, police surgeons and
Church lesders in the Marth of
Ireland have recently profesied
Aol the trealment of suspects
by the RLIC,

The oeher unanineouws verdia
wis in many ways the. mos
impartant of all, Britain, they
declared, had heen justified in
adopting the pelicy of
internment withaur irial, They
argued that the siluation in
Augwst 1971 kad "whreatened
the  life of ithe nation®.

INTERNMENT

It was a sirange  verdict
considering  that it was
internrment which led fo an
oeredae i vickenos and which
evgitlually led 1o the abolition
of the MNaorbern Ireland
parliament. Bur the real poiot
about thar verdicr was that it
wally avoided the issue — that
it war the undemocratic
practices of the MWorthern
Lreland stale which caussd the
popular resistange 1o the
government in the first plage.

I'he decisican ol the Irish
judpe ar Strashaurg o justify
infernment s Aol swrprisng, I
Brirain lad not been justitied,
by the same reasoiing Ireland
would nor have been justified in
'S-I::'n'.i.l'l,ﬂ WP O0-1Ary couris ia-deal
with Republicans in that part of
Treland,

The sume reasoning con be
applied o every maling class
judge who deliberated at
Strazbourg. 11 Brilsin was nal
justified in aboblshing wrial by
Jury, could Western Germany
niol be criricised for ifs present
adaprion of the 'Strong Stane’?
Mo ruling class in Wesiern
Eurape would want & decision
al Strashourg which gueestionsd
theic right to abolish the righd
of & lair trial whenever they felt
Ll need.

Oh po, smd ke Wearned
jmdpes of 17 Wemeen deoo-
cratic couniries, The righl lova
fds Lekal a ned a praeipke. The
stitle can de what i1 wants
whenever il feels it is necessary.,

This decision rakes  Stras
boure's verdict paay from the
dimple is=oe of  Brignin's
jresenice b [esland. Lass wesk
the might to Fair irial was finally
and opealy abolished by
Westein demtioeracy. [Uwas that
AEMDLS

"MY Qoob FELLOW, You 'fe oMLY ALOWED D SrRatm UNDER. ToETuls |
THS 1S meReLy "Whiman) TRERTMENT ', So PuLL YoudserF ToqeTH&ER,

'y

The West Londen Uniled
Troops Cut Movemenl has just
published & lengihy pamphlet
by Frances M. Blake, The irish
Ciw | War — apg what it still
maanstorine lrah peags e, The
parmphiled covers the period of
1922-88233 and fhe war in
!raland against the British
Impasad ‘galution’ te the Insh
puEE o,

‘With well-praduces [liustra-
Hens and &t Gily J0p it is the
bargain of 1he year, Availabla
lram: The Other Bookshop,
2326 Upgpear Sireed, London N1,
Prica 30p plus 10p pép.

A new Labour Party
South of Ireland

ROAE FMAHONY reporls
from Dublin on the recend
formatlon of & \ew poditicsl
party.

THE FOLUMNDING coaference
of 1he Soctalist Labowr Party
was marked by the passing of
W morions concerring the
mitional question in Ireland
Cine dropped a territorial claim
ter the Six Councies, and
pledged that wnity conld only
b gchieved by uwniling
Pronestant  and  Catholic
wiarkers, The othes comoined
e pamy (o Ccampalgniog for
the withdrawal of British
trgops from  the Morih of
Iralandd,

The= abwicies cortradicrions of
Phase e mcdicoms bis irs rogss
irt the parly*s Founding history,
Bl the real sigrilicancs ol the
SLMMs s on the oational
auesrien s the exrent oo Rich i
breaks trom che chesis of ohe
official Labour Parcy, that
wark onothis: questien. is a
illcjt'iari\:-n of backward nntion-
550,

The Sactalist Labkour Pamy
wits Tormed as a resali of the
alection o the Trish Parliamen)
of a Farmer Tabogr TT (%P,
[ bl Brosene, ns an ingde-
rendeni. The Laohour Party hal
rebused 1o radify Browie's

aomdnaio W rao for eleclion.
Imporanty Browne, a kefi-
social demoerat; s one of the
very few Labour TDs to have s
lgd of soppor among  Insh
workers,

Many of those who became
involved  in the independent
campaign o elect Aroovme and
his minning mate, Matl Merm
pen (o et drade union leader],
hiadd been radiczslived o the late
"5, and had been politically
ansclive sinee then. Others were
militants in the wilons, othes
agacn had been members of the
Labour Pamy who had lefi it
during the pericd of conlifion,
The majoriry of the members of
the mew party dist nol come
Iz the Lanour Party, o poanl
whitch is important beciuse —
nlike 115 Beitisbr counlerparl —
Llee Trash Labouwr Pacty has o
polical or rank and file roors
in the rade unioos, and lwas
|:I|3.'!.TI.1 nn CHEI'-.'."IL'IE'.!.' TCECTROMN~
ary role in eclation o repressive
leislntion and the Morih,

The Socialist Labour Pany
has pdopred o very open con-
siiturion, allowing political
lemdencies o oreaniss openly

and sebl their Brergture to Lhe
party. Fhe nght ol women Lo
organise auiomonously was
alse acoepied, and 8 oAtiooal
women's conference of the
parry will be held next monih.

There are rwa political weak-
nesses o be noted, Though the
openness af the membership
meansd Lhal these can  bae
possibly overconse. The firsl is
a woekerist tendency oo e
patosal question, and a Tailure
o wndersiand the  backwared
nature of the Prowesant
MasHRE.

The second weakness is the
new party's elecroralist orienra-
lion. Yhile
party will becoane a  major
|:IarIiB.lI:'ll!:l[a.l;.-'url:lul.'u.lt[hl‘.'nl."ar
future. the lmporance of
constitieney work and ile
runninog of  pacllamentary
camdidates tend o b over-
crphiasised.

Diezpite these drawbacks, the
formuotion of the new pary is
ane ol the healthiest political
imitiitives of 1his decode in the
South of Lreland, and sigriTies
the Beginning ol i pericd of
UPELEEE ano Fepeou paeiarL,

e T T T B T e e e s Bl T e T S B e T M S LT 0 g v [ i ST e r S e, <8,

lew  believe the



INTERNATIONZ

SOUTH AFRICA: The Anti-
Apartheid movemeni has callbed
an Emergency Action Con

ference on |l Febmiary al
Friends Meeting Hoose,
Fuson Road, London. I s
particalarly aimed 1o plan for
the irade umion week ol action
on Sodth Afeica In March,
Details and repistration forms
from the AAM (Mice, B9
Charlotte Street, London
WIPD 2D

FUERTD RICO: Eleciricity
and water supply workers are
continuing & strike for a T0p an
hoar pay rise begun on Boxing
Dy, The Governmenl-owoed
Ltilities Company will oot
hudye bevond & 9? offer, The
strikers' umbon, UTIER, called
& conference inwhich it won the
support of the bas waorkers,
teachers, Teamsters, pelro-
chemical workers, students,
and pro-independence parties.
Telegrams, letters and  hadky
nesded financial suppornt o
UTIER, Luis Lousell, Pres
Conseje  Estatal UTIER,
spartndoe [3068, Saniforce,
Puerto Rico.

FHRAMCE: Alzin Bobbio, the
director of Rouge, the Fremch
Trotskyist daily, has been lined
2000 fruncs for ‘apology for A
crime’, The olfence was the
publicgtion of starcments by
members of the FLKRC, the
Corslcan nationalisi move-
ment, in which they argued the
mecessity for armed struggle.
Although Rouge explicilly
distanced itsell froms ke
sialements (which were carried
by a number of other dailies) it
wias held 1o be i sympaihy with
a nuember of bomb attacks tha
ook place subsequently.

USSR: Georgian nationalis
Wiadhnir Jvania was shot lasi
week for bomb aracks agains
official buildings in several
Georgian rowns, Jvanin said
that thiz was a probest agains
the Russification ol ks
counlry.

COLOMBIA: Without Parlia
mentary . consaltation  the
Colombian  Coverdnenl has
issuwed a decree gramiog the
grmed forces and police
complete  begal  Immunity - o
dealing with “terrorism  and
drug trafficking’. Many ob-
servers see this as a prelude to
further direct military  nler
venlion into pafitie::

STOP
PRESS

The long British predence that i
was prideclimg the inhabilanns
o Belize [rosn an apzresdive
neighbour has been dropped,

David Owen, the Labour
Government's Boy  YWonder,
e codne up with a plas 1o kand
over iwa thirds of the Centrul
American codony (o Cinaiemula
snd Mexicn — something none
of the Corihbean, English-
spenking population wanly. So
the frequeni military osligs 1o
Lthe codony wre expoaed for w i
Lhey were: Imperialisn cabire-
ratiling, nof prowctdon of tbe
peophe's Inienests,

Thiz Is the clussic masded of
decolonisation. Insiewd of jusd
peiling ouwl the imperialisi
power impnses @ unvenied
plitical solufion  which  will
ey lesd dar Fmlwre Croulie.

The rewl solulicn is Far
simpler: ™Mo v Brtain. Mo
Pariition, Independence for
Belize!

O T B e T
THE TMU: & kobding u school
el “Souil Alrlea — the rise of
wirkers sireggles” on Snimnrdey
18 Januwary. 10am, Al ~mall
Lecimare Thentre, Isi flowr,
Pelyiechiic of Ceairzl
Lomdon, Mew Covendish 5L,
Losdon Wl. [Motg the changs
of vensc.] Sociolist Chadlenge
mpgiariers @bt wilcome,

from ANNA LIBERA in Milan

THE CHRISTIAN Democrais
stlll seem mmlkety 1o led the
Communisi Party help them
salve Italy's lotext govern-
memlel crizizs. Amd Intesd
imformuation fram the Commis-
mists {PCT) shows (hot the party
runk wnd file is far from kappy
with ihe leadership's govern-
menind strutegy of o “hisloric
compromisze’ wilh ihe right
wing.

Figures for the pariy vouwth
lederzticn show Lhat member
ship this vear has dropped by 20

cetl, whele the adult parny

125 also Falben short in reissulng
all i1s membership cards for
197H,

FEDUP

An imquiry made by 'Undia,
the PCL daily, conflems the
obvious reasons for the fall in
membership. These were typical
reactions from POCI militants:
“Wenolonger recognise the line
of the party bui of the exita
parliamentary groups..."; 'l
dion't understand the PCI line
—it'stonoonciliatory’; ' don't
agres with the way the umans
operate inthe faciorbes”.

And, stragghilaced, a pamy
leacder adunits thar "the Hee of
austerity has noi succeeded in
expresany all The potentialities
for regenerartion' Too truel
Sirip away the jarpon and vouw
find that many workers are fed
up o the tegth with “their' pariy
backing povernment attucks on
theirliving stamdards.

‘COMPROMISE’

This s reflected 10 the fact chat
the drop in membership has
particularly af'fecied worker

| mibitanis. Today they comprise

onky 31 per cent of the party and
in some areas as linde as 15 per
cent. Sothe PCl's project of

o

9 r

o o

beconung a party for all classes
has not only menot dropping
warking class policies, but alsn
losing working class support as
well,

I the fectories the "histonc
compredmise’isverysimple. For
a Fiat militant, loc example, it
miea  compromise” with thels
bixax, Apmelli, whao i 3 leading

Christian Demacratse fpare.
I the becalites there 5 a
simtilar  peablem.. Apain and
apain 21 journals reflect the
problems of work io areas with
PCL lecal governments, The
parry acts as little more chan the
mouthpiece of the ' red” admini-
straliomn.

A bemader ol

a Pl Lecal
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Italian Communist
Party lose
member

federarion acowrately summed
up the problem; *The worker
cadreshave declined in oumber,
They vl for bess o The party,
It is engre dalflicolt [or thenm Lo
expreis themselves .. Thereal
roots of bis pheropeoon ane
political: workers” expericncs
counis fior less than the polisieal
willofthe party.®

Greek
Trotskyist
still held

Felekis
on

Aegina

THE GREEK aoiloriibes adil
el leading Troiskyvisi Jannks
Febekic behimd bars, dbough
three ailver newspaper edlbors
arresied with Bim in Ocicber
were provisionaly released las
werk.

Felekis and the others were
charged with '‘'moral respons-
ibility' for demensirations
ppainst the Greek Govern-
ment’s callaboration with West
Germany in s Mogadishu
atiack on the Red Army
Fraction bljackers, The ovi-
depce was An . article com-
oemorating the ek anmi-
wersary of Che Guevnra’s death
and rescditions frosn the Tenth
World Congress of the Fourth
Internntional, puhlished in To
Odophrapmu (The Barricade)
af  which Felekis 1% edilor.

Afler his arrest Felekis
learned that be had been
aenteneed - in absentin  Tor
another offence — pn article
which ecritigised @&  prisen
sentencs on a political militant
in April 1977,

An Athens tribunal refused
Felekis® telease o the prownds
thast he maght Loy [0 esodpe, of
that *he would wipe out the
traces of his erlme'. This is
undikedr sloce the affences are
newsgaper artickes which are in
cvery librory in Athens, azwell
axin polics hands,

Felekis was imprisened twice
b the colomels’ regime = [raimn
My 1909 1o Augosr 1973 and
again in lale 1973 —and lo 1976
Was agan arrcsicd amd
il-reeared by the “democratic’
regime that saccesded ihe
military dictatorship, Ironic-
Ally Felekis is now being held in
the feginz Lland prison, wilere
he spept & oumber of vears
wnaler the colanels.

Socilist Challenge is @ir-
cululing wn appenl profesting al
Felehis' amesd and  conlimeed
detention. Coples are avallabbe
froon PO Box 50, lslington,
Lomdon M1 2X4,
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Revolutionary slate in March elections

Third choice for French workers

In the first round of the French legislative elections,
on 12 March, workers will be faced with three clear
aliernatives. There will be the roling class parties led by
men such as President Giscard, Prime Minister Barre
and Chirac, the Mayorof Paris.

Then there will be the parties which previously made
up the Union of the Left, that isthe Socialist Party (P5),
the French Commuonist Parfly (PCF) and the Lefil
Radicals. Finally the opporiunity will exizi to registera
vobte For revolutionary change. RIC SISS0ONS and

PAM HURST report,

Three revolulionary organisa-
tons, the Ligwe Communisie
Revodutionaire (French section
of the Fourth Interpational),
the Capanisation Communiste
des Travaillears, and the
Comirés Communiste: poEr
TAnrogestion, have signed =
comman political platform and
agreed o leld 2358 candidates in
the Fired rownd of the ballod, OF
these 2315, 170 will be LCR, 3
OCT, and 15 CCA, They will
standd poder ke name of “For

jocialism, power Lo Lhe
Warkers'

The devas-on i viznd a sngle
resalutbenary slae, allowing

workers 8 clear socialist alicr
nacive 1 the reformist pariics
wis undoabredly influenced b

the kigh woles won by a rovo-
ltionary platform ln the
niunelpal elections last March
10 mooths aga the revolu-
thenary vore averapsd 5.3 peor
cent, while in some working
class districts it wasas high as 17
percent

ALTERNATIVE
A similarly high vote would
show that buodreds «of

thomspnds of workers whosant
o get mid of the riphr afe not
prepated o gy hirrereand and
harchais, the Jeaders of the PS
and PCF, nhiank cheque
The-common platform. daoes
norl mkeane thar the thres
SFpAHEAIOIE nn lemger kive

any palitical disagrecments.
While all thres acoept
impariance of a clear revolu-
tionary aliernotive, scope sxisce
Tor each organisation to defend
ils own idems and programme
within the jodimt election cam-
paiEn .

FLEXIBLE

Each candidate will stand oo
both the platform of the joior
sigre and their orpanlsacton's
own progeamme, The candidace
will be supporied by all thres
organisations in the particulor
locnlity rhrough @ commirces
open toall e who accept the
sovmmn platform.

Hince there 1 such a [lexikle
atruciure il 8 regretiable that
one  dmpertant - revalutionary
organisation, Lutte Ousridre,
prefers o stand its own
candidare.

Lutte Ouvrifre, which was
partaf the revokitionary stacein
March 177, prpues. thar ony
future PS-PCF povernment will
bz a hourgenis povernment no
differen! from thoi of the righr
The crganisaiion:s who hove
Formesd rhe "Tor socinlisom.
piweriothewnrkers  argrethal

because both the P5 and the
FCF have beoad suppor in the
workers mosrement they will be
wnable simply to implement
palicies favourablzto the ruling
class,

Their common  platiorm
siapes ‘Mgverthelesa, it would
oot be just apother Bourgeois
povernmend, for both the PCF
and PS5, ooae In power, would
bolh be compelled (though in
differcnt ways) to lake the
demands of theic *“prodetirizn
Sonstituency info nccound.”

Latte CwavTidre plse arpues
tharto make (he dermand Tor the
PO i cosmmiit ilsel P e vate for
thehighest placed workess parcy
in the second round oeeely
breeds tllusions ln aoy future
leflgoeermment. AL the moment
the PCF is pefusing to give a
guaranie: of standing down in
the second round inthoss rowns
where the P5 wins a hipher vote
tthe first ronpd. Thissectarian
Belsaviour of the PCF threatens
Lo allow the raling class poroes
[0 day In government despite
only winning a minoriiy of the
Wil

The common platfarm thos
shaces; '"To defeat the nizll aa
the second rowtd — despite

yorar disagreement o discruse of
the Common Programme’s
I.'Hl'[ED{‘\."'ﬁ'r'ﬁ — WE HTES Yol [0
worle Tor the candidate of the
reformist parties. who has the
hess changenl winning. "

VIGILANCE

The joint platlorm concludes
b priniing oul Uie sigo lcasce
al & larpe covolulionary vole on
12 March. [@ statea: *Working
men and women, by voting for
the revolotionary slate in the
first pound, vou will be saving
no o Gisenrd, Chirac, and their
ilk, but vou will alsa be spving
nora any kimd of “muesericy of

the 1=Ff"" ..., Y will ke
showing the relormist parkies
chat, il they triemph, they will

have 1o reckan with sour
denands, vour vipilance, and
vour readiness e mobilise.

PLATFORM

The fall text of the Electosal
Platform, ‘For scclalism,
power ta the workers' s
nvpilahle im  Intercontinencal
Press combined with Inpracer.,
i Doy 1978,
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Vietnam-Cambodia war

Socialism

country?

One of the principal political accusations made by the
Cambodian leadership against the Vieinamese is that
they wani o sel up an ‘Indochinese federation’
dominated by Hanoi, wriles PIERRE ROUSSET.

The press revels in references
to this afiempt by the
Yistnamese Commamist Party
o reafise Lhe wish expressed by
Ho Chi Minh in his political
lestammenl. However, Ho's List
kiown witting does not contain
a sbngle Mne thas mentions this
gusstion

There has not been a single
VCF document for several
docades putting forward the
perspective. of such a federa:-
iom. You have to go back 1o the
19%0% bt fingd the slogan of a

‘Socialist Federatiom of the
United States of Indochinn' as
part of a “World Socialist
Federation’ systematically ad-
vanced in the temiz of the
Communist Party,

During the pericd of the
liberalion wars there was
tence om the problem of
regional ergamsation, Buol
froms 1975 this guestion
refurned wilh a  buroing
relevance, alwowe all in Laos whed
Cambodia. These are the pwo
countrics which mosi need

aclive  regional solidaricy
bocause of the gravity of the
problems that confront them,

After the victery, Laos, for
cxnmple, fouwnd isell in oo
dramatic sifuatiaon: withow
aoosss 10 ihe soa and dependen
an Thailand for its supply lines,
Tacing serfous food problems,
and having just finished a civil
war with the part of the Meos
tribe orpanived by the CTA. The
Laatidan Communisi Party
leadership made the righe
choice.

COOPERATION

The deputy mimisier of
Foreign AlTairs declared that
sumenes - that o o phpee
Indochiness countrles “meed 10
cooperaie sl more  closely
{than duaring the wary 1o
safepuard independence and
the resules of the revolution and
Ity badld socialism,' And the
Wietnem-1a0s 'common decla-
ration” of 18 July 1977 noted
haw  much w0 was 'd o wikal
ALy Lo resnborce sooadiEt
-\.'ﬂl.'l-:}l::'ﬁli.ﬂ:'l BerweEn he Two
counrrles  in all areas,”

The Cambodian headership
chiose an OppOSIne  COoOurag.
Cambodin found itseff con-
fromied with the same basic
difficultigs as Laos: difficulties
that are inherent in @ coantry
where the socinl and econamic

forces  of socialism- are
particelarly weak and where
the revolulion was largely a
prodect of regional develop
TEnLs.

The [odochinese economies
are partlally complementary.
Vieinam could give Cambodia
alotinthe way of indusiny wicly
Cambeddin's apricultural  pro-
duce inexchangs, The Mekong
Basin, potentialty  the main
engrey sourece in the region,
GEnnnl be explioted  withowl
pooling the  three cowntries”
TEsOUreEs.

Thie Cambodian rejection ol
any regional cooperation was
brutal, immediate apd fupd-
mental, The possibility of joint
wid was refussd, The country
was shisl up, hencetorth 1o he
dependent on only China for
finamcial aid and corminercial
guaraniess.  According Lo
Prime  Minisier Pol Pol
‘Kampachea, . will pever parti-
cipate in . any  alliance,
federation, or regional organis-
alian,”

RETREAT

I deing this the Cambodian
regime wis making a douvhle
rielreal: an inlernal redread
Pesame of the brataliy of the
niernal measures it was then
obfiged tofake; ond an external
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pelrear by exacerbating anti-
Viernaimee nationalism,

HOCHI MINH

The stakes s thia debare ane
very gicat for the futare of
Indeching. Taking national
realities. and pspirations ioro
ageount does not imply giving
crecence 0 nationalist iden-
logies, The defence of the
‘nalional independence’ of 3
countey newly bberated [eom
imperialist domivation docs
not mean falling back oo
nationalism.

And if the advance fo
socialism cowld nor be achizved
in ‘sub-continsnial' countries
like Chimt ar the USSR, how
can il be serrously expected o
succeed |n & country ke
Cambodia, wihleh closes (s
borderd in the name of national
soversigny and trics to “reby on
our own forces’,

Today Hanoi again advances
the iden of ‘resiomal socialiss
coaperation’ after a, long
sibence. They remain silert on
the political forms  whereby
sugch cooperation can be fully
reached, Eking account per-
Oaps of the gresent sluadion in
the feglon. We must pive
oroper . cmphasts. 1o the old
slogan of  the “Sockalist
Federaticn of the United States
ol Indachinag’.

There is 8 danger of such &
isderatinn heing dominared by
Wielnam, given the relalionship
of Torees and the bureaugratic
character of e pegimes. But
this dapger caapal . be
combattad by the paiionalsr
response, whiose consequences
wEcan see ey,

How many Combodian lives
have lseen sacrificed aa the
adtar al 'nationd soveriegniy™?
Whar price moss e South-
Ensi Asian revelutlon pas’ [or
the decay expressed - by ihe
Ehmer-Viernamess - conflizt?

The anzwers lie slszwhere,
The anly hape Far such a lasting
balanced federation is the
success pf the revolution in
Tleailand. The only way 1o fght

insc the dangers of “prea
Yietnameae chauviniam' s
educaie the population in
intermaAtbonalkim and the Gehi
for demioeratic sociallst rep-
imes

i

Eritraan guarillas stiack Masspwas across the sand Habs.

Soviet dilemma on the horn

by RICHARD CARVER

MAREAWA has nearly fallen
Eritrean guerillas claim conbrod
ol Asmara airparl.. Asab s
strongly threatened. 1o the
south Somiali troops have been
held bur not defeated. A

Etdopia frsedl Mo virtwal civdl
waT, with an averags of (00
people killed in Feghting in
Addis Abba every day.

The rationalist forges in
Erifrea in the north and the
Chgnchen in the south can allow

T,

Aafugens leave Massawa,

themzeives a certain bewllder-
menl, After vears of Sovier-
bucked sirnggle against a
might-wing Ethippian 'regime
everything has been turned on
iy B,

The USSR now supplies the
‘spcialist” Derg, the Ethicpian
nilitary Gavernment, with the
gaoite  weapons  that  the
nationallsts onoce received.
Spmalia, which backs the
Ozaden nationalists, %
demanding support from the
imperialist powers, and e
Ericreans find their most
enthusinstic backers from
iniong the righr-wing  Arab
TEIrTEs.

AlD

Tl imnperizlsis have so lar
tefwaed e pEve e miiditary
backing 1o Somalia, prelerclng

to allow (3 rich and powerlul
neighbours, like Lran, ta
intervene. Iran has a history as
imperialist policcmen in the
remon, intervening Against the
Crmani liberation strusggle in
1973 a1 Britzin's request,

Bt covert aid to Somalia is
prearer than anyone will adnali.
Brirain is koown o bhave
stepped Up its nid programme,
though we dom't know ics -l
exienl, And West Germany has
hemen secretly supplying arms as
a reward [or Sommali help in
repressing. the Red Army
Frzclivn.

I the last week Lhe Derg has
wied o divert attenlien from
tne soulbern Traot by air and
sed radds agaimsl  Erslredn
pogitiona. Billtaraly thia is
vital, for the newly ooifiesd
Eritrgan torces now bold all b

5 EATTELT, r o
B

s
e

the twi or three mos! imporsant
Lo,

Thie Soweiel partin all this has
beem utlerly cymical. Reporis of
ilts naval jovolveolent ace
undoubredly exagperated, bur
Ciranma, the Cuban Commun-
st Pariy gaper, prowdly
trumpers the deeds of its own
military ‘advisers’ — Ruossians
by praxy

KREMLIN

Bl it would be wrong to
repard Lhe Soviel btervention
in the same lght as the
imperialists”. Soviet inrerest o
Africa has nothing 1o da with
markers apd gveryhing o do
with ‘military and polisicab
‘spheres cof -influence',  This
creates @ dilemma for the
Eremlin podicy makers. They
wirrd o extend theit infTesnoe
L Lhe i - especiilly in
in area like the Horn, which is
o vilal sza Limes — hut ciannaol
afford o upsel 'peaceful
chevislence”,

This visans thar the LUSSH
will ‘ot fanienl tevolution in
Africa, as the lmperialist press
would bave wi belkewe. Inaccad
buries o owin o it political
and military influcncs radical
natiemaliss regimes that remain
soomomically tied toimperial-
ism. Om oceasions this will
mean intervention ta help
EBEninely aniti-irnperialist
atrugeles — as o io o Angoela -
whereas in Blhiopia 1 means
rampliog on the democrabic
and national cehis of the very
pecple i had onoe supporied.

Such a policy 5 not oaly
briagal, It could alse be
disastrously connrerprodosg-
tive, Abrewdy the Somalis are
back im the impesialist Fold, s
increasingly likely that the
left-wing Erttreans will hecome
isclated and  the  natiomlis
movenenldas 3 whole tied L9 the
reaciamsary Samdi, [ranian and
Sudaneie regime.

Thixt would be (ragic — aod
wi wonnld harve ao-one bot ihe
Hissgidins 1o blaime.

Shah wipes out another 100

[RAaMNIAN  POLICE  opensd
Arte into demansteations al Gon
and Meshed two weeks ago,
killing over 1L wownding a
forther S0 and arresting |40
mecopde, madinty Mushim students
ol ‘theology. The  demensira-
LS wre l:li.'_l'.‘.'B.IZi:-\.."ﬂ. [0 Praadsl
dgabial Uie anting of raliglous
sereptenics after the death of
Uz principhe chzzfchiite of Iran

The stare-controdfled press in
[ran, however, Theerancly lies by
aying that only live wers shol
fdeacl, one child was trampled (o
dearh, nine wereinjured aad T
wersprrasied. B Narther Hies 1o
diszredit the demonsiratars by
sayire thal they deampissirated
againal dand relorny &l the
suppression ol the weasing of
vl By wamern.

At thie dwme e therd wax a

lersy o o leders,  Citbng

cates of unliafol and arkicrary
arrests, censnrship and violz-
vons al human righrs, gresfing
chie acrival of the UN General
sevreltary, Drkorl Waldheim in
Tetican. The most impariant of
these came Iroan & groaqp ol 20
Prominent  BEwvers add aca
demics whio gsked e UN 1o
come ot awd of the Iranian
peaple i cheir  atempls o
exfahlish fresdom and demec-
ragy’, Waldhsim promised o
lakeuptheircase,

REPRESSION

Adier thls the gioop Tooncdsd
the *iraotan Comuniide for the
Diefence of Liberiy and Human
Righes' and orpanised & press
sonfersnes fior ihe fiese tinse in
I3 venrs in the history of the
sppositinonwithiniran

Ax far the Shab, be caded U
e boveorr imposed on laly
erii Denmark after assurances
from President Leone and
Chueen Marparetha — presu-
mmahly that they would increase
the repression of Iranian
dissidenls in their TEspective
cuunbries.

In Britain the Btersen anc
Waadsworth Trader Council
passed anexemplary resalution
cilling on the Greater Loodon
Aosseciationof Trades Councils
to ke up British conplicine
with:he lranion diccatorship.

It dermands an end 1o arms
sales,  beeo the repression caf
lrardin dissidenis in Brinin,
and the expulsion of SAVAK
wpeniys, 11 axk: for g speaker
Iram  the Cammiign Aepains
Bapressicer in [rian (g address
the SIEATE and lar the

GLATE 1o consider affilinginn
L AR

SOLIDARITY

Lo the light of recent evenis in
Iran resclutions ke this are af
special importance, CARL now
has 1he  sponsorship of 0
Labouwr 3P and several union
lkeaders. More and  more
Constirneiay Laboue  Paches;
Trades Councils and  unid
Aranches are affliliatiog o
CARY, Readers shoold nake
wure that thedr union branch of
ather lizhoier mawement groani-
satiom Fadlows the exampis o
Barztemseieand Wirncdsworth,

Vuor further inTormation.
speakers ar belp, coniacy;
L ARL Boxd, Rixing Free, 142
1 ppersiresl. Lamdon N1,
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Common
programme for

the Common
Market

PHIL HEARSE'S article (Socialisi Chalbenge,
12 Jamuary) roises (wo major guestions
regarding - rewolationary  amitpdes o BEC
cléctions and 1he adtitede of the Labour efts to
L form ol electiom in Britain,

He correcily sigrei *Lthe Eurapenn parliameni
conld be used on & European scale ns a foram
for socialisn propaganda’. Revalutionaries
have an pbligation (o maxindse this padential.

The EEC elections when they occur will be
held inevery member country al the same time.
A united revolutionary slate theoughout
Europe would for the fits time publicly pose
the allerrative of socialism and the need for an
imiernational on a continental scale

The Foorth Iaternational leadership in
Europe is uniguely placed 10 call a conference
of all revolutionary organisatiens throughowi
Eurape to draft a common propranme lor such
a sdate. A revolufionary poll would clarkfs
relations belween left groups by sharply posing
the guesthon of socwalia smity, Lindoubsediy i
would have a preater impact on Fossilised
sectaripnismt than purely matienal eleciions,

The programme cannol ver be determined,
bt it should include demands against the ERC
and agminst prodectionisin and import controds
nl a mational o international beved, as well as a
very wide range of other demands. In such a
campargn we would ask for sears to be aliocared
O OuT ageregrie voies, &% we are candidates af
B0 parlicular coantry,

I’Tlﬂ Hearse notes thad Labour lefis are anti-
democratic in relathon 1o proportional repre-
sencasion, However, the nlgl:miru reasans for

this are not explained. At present, Labour ook

England, and by the 5MP in Scocland. 1n
WisLminster, il is mainly k=t minorities that are
gxcluded. Liberals are the present case among
the maakn parties. e cien be sure thad Dennis
Skinner MP recopnises Lhese Funlis.

Buir whye thes does he oppose PET Clearly 1his
relmies 1o the ‘projoct’ of the s in the Labmsr
Parry imense thereis PR “wihen® they hope o
take over the Pacty. I succesadul dse tight wing
wonld probmbly leave, to unkie with - the
Liberaks. Iothe absence of PR, the lefix see i kis
BA mesky and tantamount 1o entering the wilder-
ness — Lhey expect the sociml woight ar the
Lobour Parly Lo femain uncha nged

Forthermore, & left Labour Parly would
requaire only 3% pereont to oltain & majorite of
sepis as opposed o 30 per cenl under PR, This
seems the ‘befier bel for socdalism™. Those
vaiside the Pariy on the lefl would be oulside
the redl Nght and, the lefis argee, should jotn—
However, they shouldn®t attack the govern-
ikl oo lusrd, asthe only alternntive under the
status guo i the Tordes. Finally, the BNF i
Irrelevant 4s it has no MPs (even with 1 million
VoLes),

Umder PR all the above arpuments wouald Tagl
Il the Labour Party remakned undemocratic or
dicn’y bopd  socialist policies, lefis would
lgave, with ne advandage in staving in. The
Labwour Farty is a soft socakisi democradc
apparatus in Eoropean terms — jis build-in
glecioral advantage has obviated the need o
obiain prass roots sapport; 116 undikely it could
regeneraie such Aupport as would e necessary
1o retain hegemany under PR, 11 Bas no anbo-
miti wnion allegiames unlike ofher countries,
having grown from the unions: and noe vice
Ve

With il removal as sole governmeital pary,
unsca alfiliations would declioe and ol
fendenches in the abowr movement grow. &
boos would be given o labour movement
democeasy in general, and a clearer political
debate would fesubi. One of  reformism's
blindd Folds would be removied, and alihough the
lefi would appear much snadler b parlineniary
lerms, the true afignment of Toices would be
imuch more obvicas and the class stroggle

i be eacladed from the EEC by Torkes in ifiLersil el G MORG AN, Claspow
Spaakera: Geafl Paxon
SCOTLAND FBU Divisional Secratary (in

EVENTS

NORTH WEST

Far detaile of activities In
s MW wrila or ring tha
Manchester Socialist Chal-
lengeCanira, Third Floar, 14
Plecadilly, Manchester 1,
OoB1- 23023482

Orpen Tueaday B-Epm, Thire
gday B-Bpm, Saiurday
10:1pm. Room aealiabbe lar
mestings. Duplicating fascl-
Iitiees awalbahiba,

BURY Socialist Challengs
group masls avery Wednas-
day, Bpm at the Wheatsheaf
pul, Bury Hew Road, YWhiba-
Tiedg (naar Whitefiald bus
and train statign|,

LIYERPOOL Socialist Chal-
lenge group meats  Fort-
nighity on. YWednagdays

theDolphin, Canning Place, .

WARRINGTON Soclalisi
Challenge group msats reg-
ularly. Ring Manchestar
Socialist Challange officas
fgr celaila. DEI-238 2352,

NORTH EAST

DARLINGTON Socialist
Challenge sales on Safur-
days oulside Northern Fock
an High Row, 11am-1pm,

DURHAM Secialist Chal-
benge group mosis 18t and
Jrd Thursdays in Lhe Big.eg
Pub, Claypath, Durham

Lity. Further datails from J,

I Foux, The Avarue, Durhipm,

MIDDLESBOROUGH Sog-
ialist Challamge s=aies on
Saturdays outsida Boots at
Clagveland Centra, 118m-
1pm. Sociadist Challange is
alsa avallaole Trom  Harri-
208 (newsagent) In Lin-
thorps Straed.

HUDDERSFIELD Sociahst
Challengm is an sala Satur-
days frem 11am-1pm oul-
sloe . iha  Library In the
Piazza, Haxt Elmiullil'l: Chal-
@nge  group  mestin an
Thursday 9 Fabruarny Et the
White Llon pub, Cross
Church Street, Spm and fort-
nightlyihargatier,

Farinformat lonon Sociadist
Challenge contaci Saottish
Socialist! Saclallst Ghal-
langa bookshop, B4 Queen
Sireal, Glaspow. [Tel; (41-
23 T4E1). Open weakdaye
104, late choming Thursdays
al Gpm.  Wide range of
Flpubilications,

DUKWDEE: Imfarmatian
aboul Bocialist Challenge
activities from B4 Quaen St
Glaspow. Join in Sc saies
outssde Boots [comer of Re-
form Siraed) aach Saturday,
11am-2pm.

EDINBURGH Socialist
Challenge mesiings evary
second Wadnesaday., Con-
lacl George Kearawan, 12
Merchistan Grova, Edin-
burgh, Tai; 031-3480458.

ABERDEEN: Infarmalion
Apoul Socialisl Chatlenge
attivities. ring Jlm on 43886
{mfarGpm).

SOUTH WEST

PORTSMOUTH Socialist
Challangs readers group
avery Monday, ¥.3pm ai
Wiltshire put |upstairs),
Hampahima Terrace,

SOUTHAMPTON Sockalisl
Challange groun public
mieating. ‘Socizlism and the
Trade Liniana'. Soeakar from
Socialist Challenge aditar-
inl banrd, ang local 1rads
unionigts, Wednasday 8
Fabiruary, 31 Matthows
Church Hail. 51 Marya Foad.

MIDLANDS

COVENTRY Socialist Chal-
lange magiing. Ollver Mac-
Dorald on "Socialisl Oppo-
gitian in Ea=sterm Eurape'.
Friday 3 Fabruary, 7.45am,
Elaslicinm.

BIRMINGHAM Socialisd
Challenge forums begin
Wednasday 1 Februany on
‘Perspaciivas for uniting the
revolutlanary left’, Speak-
ars: Bob Pennington, IMG:
Faul Mackney, Warkers
League: and a natlonak
speakar from Big Flame.
Vanuato be announaed

WOLYERHAMPTOM Soc-
lalisi Challange rarum,
Tumaday 3 January, 'The
Uniong and the Criglg”

parsgnal capacityl, Baob
Fenningion, |MG, The
Gegrga Hotal, Staiford St
Wolveshampton,

LONDON

BREMT Socialisi Chal-
lange group, For details of
maelings writa cfo London
MG, PO Box 80, Landon N1
ZHP

HARROW Socialist Chal-
|snga sunaorens meet régu-
larly. Anyone Interestad
pleass confas! PO Box S0
Landan bl ZEP.

HAMMERSMITH Socialist
Challenge group meets [aed-
nighntly — detalls from
Landan - IMG, PO Box 50,
LondonMt 2P

SOUTHALL Suppgariers
graup meeis fortnightly, For
datallg ring 01 -57 35085,

IGLINGTON Bacialial Chal-
lamnpe readers group meal-
Ing. Wadneaoay 1 Fabruary,
T.30pm. Hemmingford
furms foprner of Ham ming-
ford Raad and Oiord Road,
M1, "What kind of papar do
soclallals need? Spanker:
DadieWeapphar fram the adl-
Torial board.

CAMDEM Socialisi Chal=
Iunqugmu:: meals Wednas-
day 1 Fesiruary, ‘The projacy
ol Bocialist Challenge',
Ouiet Room (hassmant), M.
Londan Foly, Pringa of
Wales Read, Kantish Town

HARINGEY Sacialist Chal-
langa rapders groug meaets
fartaightiy in Ihe Wast
Grean Communiiy Canlre,
Stanley Road (afl West
Graen Rogdl, Mearest (o ba:
Turnpike Lana,

GHEENWICH ! LEWISHAM

Soclalisl Challenge group
MaetE avery bwo wasks. For
desails ring Aay 07 -8 1137

SOUTHWEST LONDON
Sociallst Challengs suzpar.
1208 Mael avery bws wagksa In
BaHersea. Furher infarrma-
tion from 368 Latchemera
Aoad, Londom 5% 1,

CAMDEN Sociplisl Chal-
benga group rrests avery
first and thirg Wedneaday of
Bach manth in Kanblsh
Town. For detalis ring Meil
J58ETEY, orwrlte PO Box 50
London M.

Politics or
Diplomacy?

HioWw 130 'WE map oanl the mecessary political
bosis  for  fevelulionary  onity?  The
Internarional Comununist T eague agress,
generally, with what the inroduaetion 1o wour
Draf Starement sabd, Meither abstrac
adherence (o the histooe lradilion ol
Bivshevik-Lentnism, nor agrecment or
dimagrésmenl on a [ew short-kerm caciical
Quiesiiois, il e decistve: the crucial criterion
is where cach tendency stands in relation o the
‘greatest tegts of the imtermational class
sreagle’

Bur your Draft Sfapement scems nob e
correspand 40 this method, Thowgh on some
puints it gives rather detailed lises of slagans, i1
isalmns entirely devoid of conerete references
o the sctual tests of class siruggle. On iswe
afler dssue, o comiends isell with general
formlations which are not made sufficiendly
precise (o be 3 guide to sction inany real et of
the class sirugele’.

Thers can be unity deaplie disagreements : bui
for that unity 1o be honesl and sericus, the
dapresments mos ke explichily <awed and
assessed, ol covered  over with  vesuous
catch-wll formuias.

1ik e unification which crepted the T-CL, the
majarity  of one of the components
("Workers Power’) had an impostanr -and
potentially ar-reaching clifference with the
thearetieal teadition of the 1L majority, in
that they considered the Stalinise states to be
“sigbe capitalist'. Loothe fusion stalement we
stabeit clearly whar the miajoiily positien of the
prified 11 was, and expheitly noged e
exisrence of a minoriiy position.

That upproach seems toous bereer than tredog
o find some *comproanise’ formels 1o bridee
such differences — which s apparently whar
voul have tricd todo i vour Drall Stalement.

IF the discussion o ity arose Trom a sudden
influx of pew, voung nuibiaais oo nevolo.
tinmary polifics, then siating positions clearly
wield stell be necessary — hue positive, fruicful
revilulioniry unity might be possible even on s
selavively amorphius hasis, m the extent chad it
rellecied Lhe smmataricy of rhe new vangoard,
Marsiats would hove to lesm o argue an
criticise mage patiently, less polemically,

That is ner today's- situalion. Linder
digcutsion is unity - berwosn groupings  @nd
inclividuals wich well-formed political lusiogics
and political divisiony, Amemping 1o unifs
them just by finding ‘compromise” formulas, is
subistituting diplomincy for palitics; it can only
discredil the idea of sniny,

The Draft Statement  doss not define its
artitude 1o the Sealinis sales closely snough o
indicate whether o oot it is Tor 2 working.
clnss polickeal revolution apsingt the Bureauc
racy in Wietham. Cuba, of even China Ti
doesn’t  state & position oo el
st l-democrney cléar enodgh 13 rule aur the
sore ol "sapporting throveh Faior cricieizm’
often found in Sockalist Chalbenge. 1t docs pot
corne oud apenty Tor the victore of the strugple
lor nationzl liberdion in Treland, against
Britisl imperalism. 10 makes no menrion of
one of the major recent ‘wses ol the clhss
srpggle” in relacbon o lolermadonalism: the
EEC. It calls for ‘the bulldlng of a mae
women's movemesnt’, ool sayiog e s
siioald be o communist, Rerking-class based
wurmen s movesnent, wnd not drawing any line
Between Waraisn and feminism, e does nae
include * koo Pak loren Tor Faseists”,

Clear  postioons - have ke be defined and
debated on these guessions for o real;
aolidlv-based revolutionery unity 1o be
rassible. For B s such gieestbons which decide
whether revoletienaiy aspiraticns and general
pringiples arc rranshated inmlo adequale
revalytionary action ' the 15l ol Lthe class
srupele’
This is on abldged version of & becter seni by 1he
Imternounnal Communksi Leagoe do the
Sowinlist Challenge Fdiforial Board, The full
fext cun e atviaingd rom thie 1-CL, 98 Gifford
Sireed, Lemben 1.

We don’t need
Jackanory
Marxism

I ARGLUING Tor a clear conception of what
the aime and polizics of Socialist Challenge
shoarld be, is 35 perhaps useful o csrablish what
the peeper-is mod rvimg ro ke,

Firsl, Socislisl Chollenge — unlike Soeiallst
YWorker or Newa Line — is nor aimed simply ad
‘bisidding  the pariy’. 1t i thos distinstly
preotaiure o Shelfield Sociwlisn Chollenge
Sapporiers ul 5 January 1978 dssue, (o sugees]
rhat these groups as they stand could be that
baisis 0f ihe revolitong « organisation.

The ereation of 8 uathed  revolutionary
organisiaiion in Britaln must pecessacily be, toa
latge exieni, the result of reprodpment &f {he
Torces of the Tar leTi. Thar means winning over

oLher Leikdencies, nor simply enlacging the TMG
by bringing inoa Tew hitherio: independent
saciqfists,

REevoluronary unuy will be bBuils oait of grited
aericsn in rank and file suugeles — in elecrions,
in the ymited fronds oipresenting the oppressed,
and viadebate and discussion, 1 may come
sonner rnther than lacer, but it will ned appens
like arabhibour of o hatlna matter of months,

Secondly, Socialist Challenge — unlike
Bocilidt Waorker or Big Flame 15T
attermptiog Lo ke & *mass paper’. It is primarily,
thoweh obvimsly not exclusively, aimed g
raick and lile milisents in the workplace, a:
oither serivists Tigkling spsinst particolar forems
vl oppression, ar lefl wing militanre in other
politicnd gromps, and ai Use wnaligne socinkists
in Britzin cacday: 11 §s aon, and should nar he,
attempring o boild the revolution 'Trom
i [ L1

Whilin | — ror one — would apgese wiih Use
criticisms Gn the beers pages recently ehai
soctabisl Challenge ix sometimes “roo inielboe
tual®, | cannol accepl comrade Heal's
suggestion in S January 1978 issue that it shoold
descend o the cootwnism snd  Tackonowy
Marxism of Sociallst Worker.

Giranbed, Sociollsi Challenge should nor be
welllen far any tinrelligentsia®, bur i1 shouakd be
abmied 2t the vanguard, ard the two ase by no
mcans the same. To water  down  serlous
rolitical analvsis for the suke of gessinponio the
shelves of WH Smith {sich, or substifuring
Raciplist Challenge (o the Sun, & not going to
tnkz s an inch neaser a tocialis opposition oT B
united revolurionary of panisation.

K, FREWER, Lebester

When the joking
has tostop

1 READ Cravid Widgery's batter in last week™s
PipeT more in sociow thanin anger, His witey
and powerful invectives against the 1MG's
sectarianism hnveon eocasion heen justified, [n
vlker writings his senae of Bwinoue and ahility
Liv laueh ac himesed, his own arganizasion and
e resd ol the far left have ofien proved a
vl antideds 107 the  super-sermous o
Helsfieviem of mary of the fag lefi's Dave
Soarrs. 1 was therelore surprised atthe vengm
af his lecker cand s thoroughgolng
seciarinnism. In shon methonghr he protestad
Lo msch,

For does Thavid Widgeiy really wani Martin
Shaw's splesn ngainat the SWEH ‘moderated™?
I1 50 then surely references o zelFappoinced
patredl samls” ardd dnsinwpctons of  secsanal
vanity Bnd ultrasimelectualism are . seapely
likely toclicy a warm ard bving respomse, Such
persanal jibes alioeld fe given she sher-chrii
thew deserve,

Widgery seoms to soe a comtradicrion herassn
ihe poelemical techioiques of “orthodos
Trodskyism"anc his owissivie. Axa member of
thie IMC T ozl be che fst ke admil thae it has
vver The lusl decade often been paranising smd
seciarian toraards the SWP, Bur 83 we &re nor
rehigious people we surely chink that
ST EE ISRl can make mistakes withour bieing
tminted with the Memishes of oriminal sin?

The wery fact that the kwmoor i wearing thin
and thatthe jokeg ane less and less telling, shiows
thessseniint weakness of the arpument, In <ot
i o' pmerri of ‘hons meds” fand bid ones),
“wistes’, reminispanods s aocusatons of
seclarianisen cannot take the plase of a serious
diszuskion abour how o win % b ¢ lass
peaple s this couniry o the cause of zocidlism.
When all the extranemes frodh is bolled away
teere dx amsarimely  Lerle substance in Bavid
Widwery's letter; merely an untoward cymicism
ax ko the honesty of the MG bilentions in
accking fevolulionary enicy amd the foasling
1hat the passions o wocking pecple find little
cxpression in secialist Challemge. Onthe Tasto
point [ would agree. Bul isa’L 5 in the worst
tradivions of ulra-Trolskvism 1o Jusiifs
arganisationnl secrariaciam on the basis of the
sfvle of newepaper arcicles?

Foor cone B5 saving ‘undiy now?' sior is anyene
ierving a rnenn of scclarian stews) We mre
merely sayine thar o fusion berween the TG
and the SWP oconld margioalise: the real
sECMCIANE an the lefr, immc.a!'.j:a?_'l_l:,- eTESe
ehecffoctiveness of the'orgamisations and begin
io make real buouds on the workiog class
supparl enjoyed by the Commamist Paroe. Such
a prajec it far mare sealistic and serions thao 1e
expect the SWE o {15 own  efforts  and
individual recruitreent (o coeate "the pariy®, In
1he zas we all langhed no Heals's elforts tooda
E. Mow o the luughtsr is E:_m}mi"g rnire
hollow. When mirthless “humour' and
seciarinm lvective reploce poditios a5 they doin
Diep Witlpery's bewer, then ha must fonglve us
For Being seeptical atour the famous opeitivess
and  non-seorarian stance of the SWE —
therwite he 13 slmply emploving  dowlble
stancherds, [et us hope thar the far 1=ft can
quick e paigroaw this [aar spasm of aniafancile
lJl.-.urd_-:'r Jufr l.'.-::r_\p 'hudriozrses” aned Mt
soclarian” secrarinne,

CHRIS RUSEBLADRE, London
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Did The Other Cinema really have to go?

The end of last year saw the closure of The (lher
Cinema in Ceniral London, jusi 14 monihs after
opening. ‘Predictable vel nevertheless disheariening’,

one might think.

After all, the fimancial burden incurred by the venue
itself, plus the seemingly pernicious tighi-fistedness of
the Hritish Film Institute are snrely shackles enough
for any swoch non-estahlishmeni enlerprise, writes

MARION DAIN

Ideed, rhese Tactors and the
wiY they weie handled by The
Crher Cinema (D00 Collece-
e are far from negligibbe, bar
il pegims 4o me that in order 10
assess them we have o place
them within the perepeciive of
TOC"s exhibitbon project

From its. inception in May
1969, TOC was commitied fo
providing distribution and
ealiibifion  lor  “rndepédent’
witdd *podlidscal’ Telems. Orpseratdmg
poimanly & & dstribulor,. sis
aim — during wears thar
marked & continued decline in
cingma andiencss — was o
build a Popular Cinema with
‘mn imiporiam role to play in the
evobving sogial; economic and
palitical stwation®, {(TOC
Caradogue. }

INDEPENDENT

The canemb al  Tollemlam
Sirest was thi realization of a8
lomg-sought exlubifion show-
cREE  — ] homme for
‘independent’ cinema and the
means whereby a wealih of
progressive, but larpely negl
ed. Tikms could ad lase fimad
exhibition outlet they reguinst.

H was enmvisagsd, miweover,
that box-oflkee réturns wokld
help to olfset the cos of new
ticles thereby crenting & subsidy
[or  the distribiation  depan-
g, Which carTies 1wh
hundred political feature films
and documentaries for use by
iilm societiss ond the Inkaur
movemient, [n 1he event,
refmrms feom hiring ol ihese
(Elms were uwsed Lo subsidise te

cinems; ad It 5 only the
disiribuzion seevice which has
Lo far suivived bapkropacy,

Fifieen months ago, the
cimemin’s programmer, Faul
Wiarris. described the project

a0 & socialist cnema,,. 1o
conirihers ta  social and
politicnl  awareness,.. o e

examine the  history of the

cimema  from  a  gocialist
viewpoing io develop a
lefi-wing [ilm culmre and s
mufience.” Viewad as inlention:
ar s the TOC Collective™s
atlitode towards 1he role of the
new cinemi, There seems little

here 1 G e,
Howereér, o115 worth emphas
teing thai 2 Dilm cultwee,

‘lefr-winp' of orhersise cannot
be developed  withoul an
mudience, and the neton of
‘spcialist cipema' (1o me, oo
b=ast )iz exiremely unclear. The
point is thal TOC s=emed o
wsgurme thae an audience on the
lelt alresdy existed Mor many of
td Mlmms. o Faecl, swach oan
FETET, e ool exidd,

The reperinire ol oppositian
al filme was viewed often by
hmy audieness mostly made up
ol thase aleeady  involved in
opposilional film practice. The
developmen! of & CoOnilBemcy
for “independent’ film rests on
challenging the podion of art
presduced for consumpiion
which tends In govern the
capectidions thal mamy people
Lake with them Lo the cinema.
Bt further, wsat Zasumpiois
do they hold aboor the nature
of palirical Tilm-making?

AUDIENCE

Lm recent vears, the exhibition
practices  developed by  film
ETouDs and co-ops  have
incorparated analvsis. of the
relation berwesn given  films
amd shetr intended audiences,
amd through this work poteniial
audiences [or ' independent’
caema have emerged. Since the
lefl means nothing homo
eémows, however, these audi-
ETICCE WANY caormionsly us L
cultural gssumptions.

It therefore scems necessary
thal  precisely  these  assump-
tions must firss be interrogaved
as a basis for  designing
programmes; and that the idea

T

-

ol propramming
exeended

should o
10 include docw-
meniation, dicussion, and
special eventd around ey
debaies

TOH s miistaken assuniption
abour the natare of its audicnes
meant thal many af i1s Films

arded s ‘inaccessiblz’

. prwere consamead §n

much  the wime

Wiy A%
tebeviaion documencary, (W hat
| apean 15 thal many polivicsl
Mims, while ginting 1o change
conlenl — pueseil the 'correet”

pasiticn — uss the snme mode
of  film-making a5 TV
documentaries.] Thus che
whaole gquestion of msthetics as
wn icbesloRical weapon resRaing
marginalsed.

To ergde thal marginalism is
inlegral 10 develaping =
“led-wing fihim culvuee!> In
learning ta wiew the: kinds of
films that charocierise oppo-
sitional cinema, audiences will
hegin ro develop a critique of
dorminanr - cinema. and  from
thal pioint may begin. 1o
‘re-gxamine the history of the
cinema  from o socialist
vigwpoing®

[ termas of a wenue, howaver,
I'm nol copvinced that a
cinema such a: Tatrenham
Breel’s was o necessary al this
poiil.  This i nor o
underestimate the imporrance
al goad exhibiton Tacilities and
space for dizcwigionk, kot the
business. of - poapuwlarising e
sien of Popalsr Cloema would
seEM. in its caclier scages al
feast, to involve anly - smmall
groaps af - people for wiich
moare mddest bur  flexible
favilizies (such as the London
Film Makers' Co-pp)d are
adeitte andd less demanding
nancially,

As For the British  Film
Distitule, il Seerns easy i
accise | or reneging on
somimitmen: o British Gl
aulture,  TOC elased o
Crecember when the Tnstioie
lurned down - the application
lor: L3540K) for the cinemn, o
L5 ANKF cash injection for the
disirifiution department, and a
discusaion on a phased sohsidy
aver Lhe nexl lws years.
However, it did ineally
contribute £ 17 0k enable e
cisenia Lo open. TOL, given s
perenially provarious Hinancial
position, should Fave eosured
thsar its prgect wollld sugrasn
BFl scruriny in the cvent of a
reqiiest FIJFII:IIZII'Jﬂ'.

This is not 1o advoecans
compromise; mersly it 8
acknowledge onz of the many
contriclicrions af developing an
oppesitionnl fitm suloure and Lo
say thil dealings wich: the BF]
should have besr Toressen gs
oite 0f the palitics of TOC s
fragect.

Community communications

Coming up for air space

YO MAY HAYE recd or
taken par in producing. a
SOMmMuUnity newspaper in your
locality, or used your Ecal
communily  prinishop e run
off posters or leallets lor a
demn. You may e used
porkahie video, lape-shdes o
photogrephy in & commisicy
cimdesd. or maybe resd 1o gakn
Access Lo afr-thme o wour local
riedio s1ation, Perliaps vou are a
worker jothe catablished media
who is fed up with their pates-
palism apd excessive  depen-
depos on commersinl adwett
ising,

FORUM

I 50, wor should be imderssted
in the Communiry Communi-
cations Group — OO
far shore. It was formed in Moy
1997 ansl s a0 hroaciy-bBased,
nansseckirign  Torem  and
pressune group for activisisand
synpathisers nferesled i
radically velorming the som-
munbcarions medls in Briadn.
Sl Presenl we AN concenlraling
(ULt P Al A reglamal and

lenael bevel, where we believe
therd 15 most svope  Tor
immediace changs,

Thieiinrs P CORMEOOM Sre o

(R [
e foT the
SRR R ERTR R

Canecrrdamate
mlormation exs
develapment of

Friom the Commuenliy Com-
mundcations Gronp

commumication services, inclu-
ding press, video, film, radio,
tebevision and other comnmo-
nications resources, Wewanio
see 51 sratutory right o local
communily  ownsrship o or
operation of rdio and 1gle-
viston stations, with asbaquate
lumding Tor commemiry oom-
ImUriCaLion services.

Wedre alsncampigmng for
srarutery neh of aeeess Lo and
sifecrive  partlcipation i
sominunication aad  indorma
tion services — from local 1o
naticnal level; as well as foe
democratic contirel over these
services,

We have so far published 1o
eddiricns of Cemoom News, gur
LK PMewslerrer, which fure-
Livms s an  infrrmatiaon
enchange between the mamy
communiiy media activicies
zoing, on thicughow Britam,

iocontalus reporls Prom
epioial branches and the oo
ardinating comimitlee, as el

ax the latest inlormodion on
dervelopments in the commu
iy rnedia el

W b sl published o 42-
pape pamapklel inoreple 1o cthe
Aol proposils an the Tuiare
ob Broadoas s re wiich we sub

i led &a our evidiemee @ the
Home  Bectetary, HBroadly
speaking, weo supported  the
Annanconumiciec's aralyvsis
thas was the conigering
duepaly of the BBC and 1BA
brosdeasting syerems which
wers the Arajor shart-rerm
fnciars ir inhikiting rhe growth

of mew aned  radici| el
menls in ritish breedeasting,
We. thereiore strongly en-

doraed it5 proposals [or the
selline upoof a- Local Brosd
casltne  Aurkornity  which
gitiome  orther - thiags, wopld
cncouraps new [orALs ol nen-
'.-\.'.'I.I'Il:"i"._'la: BAd  So-Dpsr

et oF lozal rad

I'Y : thodgh we egually strongly
opposed it progosal that local
bropdegsiing choakd be financ-
et walely From mstvertising.

LRiT ATUvinEs o date have
included establishing reponal
Brapches o Lomden, West
Midlands, Yorkshive, South-

wees, Wekd, East Midiands,
Houth Wales, MNorch-wose,
stathand, Worthern [reland
innd contacis in the Lrish

Hepublizi We are holding out
firsl Uk Genenal Mecting - in
Liverpool on- Saturdar 258
[apuary, at whieh weintead 1o
csablish working grouss io
sumine the followiog - nareas,
w1l passihly achiers

Lacal radig: ta edamince
ancass 1 alr-tbme, contral of
sshedding. frequendy allose
fion, new fams ot awnarahip
Community  cabla radio &x-
periments: 0 ap-ordinate and
exchanga Intarmalion beat-
wager fhE Thee dable radio s
pefimarts racantly auinor sad
by e Haoma Oil:ce. Accass ol
hatf<inch. Videe and Audio-
cagsplies 1o Brosdesaling: Lo
exgming the professional and
leanhnical conglralnta. The
‘Whita Paper on broadeasting:
3 recomeaning ol Lhé Anmar
respanse warking oarty 1o
aply 12 ina White Peper dus
cut i March, Community
printing. publishing &nd lib-
raries; to co-ardipate-Aant &n

ooirags actlvifies In the arinl-
aaged edia,

It you are inleresied |n
arteqding the meating in Liv-
erponl. bEcoming & reember
Vndividual  annusl  srbecrip-
o E2%, racalving a copy ol
QUr AANEDN (BEpDRSS or wart
luribar snformalion, pleagss
aontact: Cerak Jones,
COMCOM Informatian O1izer,
BoMiles Close, Farmgon,
Cheshira, Tal; 028  ITI554
homea), or (825 51144 ext 16,
O i1 yau live 6 the Lenoon
region: Simon Perlridpe, O
ardifatar, Loeadan COMODM
L2 Hugolestor Roed, Lomden
MT, Baci Q7-202 537




Leyland cover-up continues

NO NEWS IS BAD NEWS

AFTER WE went to press last week, Rritish Leviand
confirmed that the document we had printed on Page 3
was indeed genuine. 1t was all above hoard, they stated
@5 Il referred 1o perfectly legal commissions. Why, in
that caze, demanded our reporier Geofl Bell, was i
marked ‘Privaie and Confidentizl'? ‘No Comment”
replied British Leyland, bringing the brief conversation

toanend.

Mow the fact of the matter i
that the document only makes
nense when examined Logether
wilh the ather docwments @ ow
possesseon. These are the o
that Britlslh  Leyland s
desperately anxlous o keep
secred because they reveal the
millions of poands which the
lrm spendds in bribes — the
so-called *Market Factor'.

We were not the only people
who faced problems last week
Two Labour MPs, Tom
Litterick and Denis Skinper,
also suffered the same fate
They seml the documents (o
Callaghan and VYarkey. The
Initer pleaded judicizl privilege
and said nothing could be dime
uniil the ¥4 Baidey izl of
Heginuvs. Harlon was over. The
commities which decldis
whether o ot 1o allow MEPs (o
msk certnin questions disallowed
Tom Litterick from raisiog the
matter in the House of
Commons, thus demonsirating
that the procedures inm the
Mother of Parliamenis nre bagh
cumbersome and o
demibcralic.

The luwyers a1 The Times
and the Evening Standard

refused to authorise publi
cation of the story. Both papers
were  owiflanked by the
Birmingham Posi which did
prind the story onits frent page.
It quoted Tom Litterick  as
demanding an end 10 commer-
cial secrecy and the opening af
Levlanzd's hooks,

Meanwhile in Oxford a
branch of the Transport
W orkers Union has conde=mned
the cemsorship and: called op
Cowley Shop Stewards 1o take
up the matter. Information
perigining o the documents is
now in the hands of most of Lhe

senior siewards in Bivish
Leyland thronghout  the
Loty

The demand of ‘Cpen the
Baoks” has olten been ased in
an abstracl and meaningless
fashlon by socialiss in the past,
Imihe case of Britsh Leyland,
where Edwardes, u.:.l'. the
backing of W¥ar thie
Labour Cabinet, s |:ila_||:||.
large-seale * rB.IIUDBJI.aE.‘:.th u
1 an shvious and JFI|Jl:I|1a|.'|I
demand, The right of workers
amd their elected represenia-
fives Lo see all the hooks af
British Leyland fincluding the

WH Smith’s

WH Smiths, who along wilk
Mengies dominsie the disieibn-
tinn of newspapers and maga-
zines in Brivain, are (o give
SOCiElLEE L'|.'|H||i.'|||";l3' A lesl min.
Firr B weekis Socialist Chalbenee
will be pvailabde fn 10 of Smiihs®
London shops. IT Tthe de=si i
qipreesslul, Smiths will comsider
nathomal distrsbuiion.

Any  socvialisli newspaper
faces grenl difficuliies  inm
wrgnnising o nofivnel sales
netwrk. For the iimest par we
rebv on local selers i 70 rowaes
and [riendly newsapenis. Need-
less i say Lhat leaves mundreds
of Wrwns and clibes wheee the
paper s nol available, A good
respodise in ARl trial pericd i

* Laendien cowld lead to s break-
throagh n sur  disribution
il b wicle ., From small &corms

larpe naks oryw |

Haxilidan

Hremi{"raiss
ChuringCrosessdull
Eilgnure

CaddersLareen

higs U rirssmain stall
SiFancrassiall

Spih Hampstead
VicloriaCondcoursesiall

WaterlooSoathsrall
We whl keep our readers
llllllllﬂﬁ'l,'.‘ ol rlh' ERICCT=]  OF

nitherwise of this senture,

LEYLAND
BRIBES
SCANDAL

Ay 19 Ak g oo Tusddss 17 Janaery, iFe Ediier al bhin peagei
imaebg & phone zall iren Chisl Jupsrinierdeni ®isin =7

Fruilivd Farr w

il = pu

bl nes

ul e d m o

la deiwils o

it filkd gl 2 BnHal Ceylend, wa aoeld B groescuied
‘Dlsari tha vanriags af Hime |l wee ifpeecilis 52 cilaln Tree

ntfeEgary legpal sduics

We hars lhece'oor dnlapad

widdalien, P nidis gsiei= w5 Papy 1. 'We springlas
diir alEry i e Inbdsire (Do Ape peadecst i1 e

o o L

tar-dodges  and  expense
accounts of the manspees)
should be fought for by all
workers, Bs g firse srep wowands
establishing some degres of

give us a test run

conlral over thedr work-place.
Olser neceisary meaiuns will
then begin 1o become
somewhai elearer.

Ihe Vund  drive picked wp  Preston supporiar 1000
slichrly this week, slibomph nnl 5. Codwallader 4,00
emonph io step the foomdations 3, Fagan 10,040
af the Tatlin tower lookisg 5.E. Lendon supporers 30,00
rithier shaloy. Our supporiers in - B, Hunler 10.00
Sonth Fasi, Lopdon donpgest  Former Marebsl Workar
E30 for ‘point wmd Broshes’: Group ‘1333
Perhaps spme ol her soppiriers E::eh?ilr:! i
wonldd  fike b sl me  wiEe 1. Morton, Wakefisid .00
doorframes. mindows, seallol- Total 114 00
ding... or aniihing vou cin
S[EANE.

Special Offer

Aussian Rovalution special. Texd by lsaas Deubethed,

dasign by Dawld K ing., 50p.
1978 Calendar.
oorlgaine, B1.

13 pasters rom Paris, May 1868, 4

Subsoribe foroneyear o Socialigt Chailange JE10) png
racairaa calandartor 1978 irea.
Satod dposicardaal Peler Hannard pholomanisgss on

Sauih Africa, Ivaland.

1974 miners sirike, Sevaso,
USSH and Chila. Thesal T1,

Socialist Challenge supporiens badge. 20p aath plus
Tpposiage, Srdars of 10 armona 18peach, post {res.
Al aveilable from Saec & Ollars; Boclalist Challange,

PO B k0, Landan K1

Heoume a4 walking bill-lseard.
Two-coloar Sochalisl Clabesps
supporiers” badpes are popping
up all over the place. Chiain
yours Troam fhe addrcss abave,

Hip each plus Tp posi. Ten or
miare Iip cach, post free.

My MEWH s bad #Dews.
Socialit Challenpe has decid-
el mot o publish this week the
documends in our possession
util]q lu the Leykand slash

Tamd., l|::lo fo  oOor
redders hll ft?khm W

only made afver boeng and caref ul
conslderatbon.

We had been stopped from
publishing tast week by the
Tirectorof Public Prosecusions
on whose behalf Superinien-
dent Wilson of Soodland Yard
hael todd ws that we Taced
prosecution for comtempt o
con i we puhlished the docw-
METs,

In Last week "sediticn we called
thiscensorship. Wedosoagain,
Censofshi wh ool always
take the JE:rm af the thought
polkce arHving &l & newspapes
offlce armed with ared pencil, If
Soclalesi Challenge published
we ooild have froed a massive
fine which woold  hayve
threatens] our exislence. The
PP knew chat, and if is gl
knoawledge which defines eir
actigd as censorslip. Censor-
shipol adifferent sort operated
in [hi Bourgeois iews covVerags
al thesuppeeisdon of the aricles
in Bociallst Challenge. Mot one

malonal newspaper reporied
Lheevent.

Once mare the faw has been
utilised to cessor 8 left wing
newspaper. Opce mere those
who pose as the raditicnal
defenders of the fres press have
nol raised a murmur, When o
left wineg newspaper seeks 160
expose ruling clasy practices
which embarrass the entire
catatlishinen, press Treedam
bevomes expendabile.

Wi oare sill discessing  the
infodmation contained ln Lo
dewcunseinls with British Leyland
shop suewards. 1F Usey Teel tha
the strugple agains the plapsic
axe ML 000 workers would be
aided by publication we would
serously comsider putting the
fusture o ihis paper atrisk,

Thronighot e wesk wie hid
discussion wich comrade: from
the Socialisd Worker ediforsial
Bosard Lo owhorm we madde the
documents available, 1T 1o
Becomes eceisary bolh papers
will comsider simullapeous
publicasson, -Against the sell-
censarship of the unfree press
we hitve the nnity and deter-
mimifionofrhe workers' press,

Editswrial Mawrd

thie dutaila givan
A1 b e dalsds

Yol Mema
=T TG TR il L BYT1 BT g

Fayod: Saclalls: Charlange
Crar 80 Wiz 01 FRETE
Lloyde Bank.
Hoartirg Cocis Wo, 150570
Firat Faymant Dua

Amoun

cantingg

STANDING ORDER AUTHORITY

Plaasn make payment o the dobd af ks ascount =peoified a= per

Islireg®on Brarmch

Frogusney, o g an flrel day of sach manih

Thia ardor asncels al! prevous orders 1o e same payves and widl
il aditlan actica ko ihe caniray 1S rooelved By o,

Measecampleda and postin: Bponsor & Journalist. Socialist
Challerge, 338 Upper Sirss, L oredon B

[nama ol wourbank!
|bramch’
[istldrnne]

s oy

18 Upper 5, Lomdom W1 GRJ

(¥ o mlgnatans)

Dammestle: & manths, £5; 12 amaenths, 14
Abrpad: Alrmall, £16.50. Surface, L1 per AnBam.

Same
Address

Complete and relarn o

I enclose & donation for ihe Fighting Fund of
Cheques, POS and Money Orders should be mude payable io 'Soclalist Challenge”.

sgcialist Challenpe, 3289 Upper Street, London M1,

Bepiviorad wirk the P LT lee as o newEar. Pubdichee] By Belaooresr Lo for Socielin Challerae, 22850 Lnner Srrepd, London A,




