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constituency was exclusively
drawn from petit-bourgeois ele-
ments has been shattered. In
fact the reverse has happened. It
is not only primarily but exclu-
sively from this strata that the
conservative Left recruits.

AFA has long recognised these
developments are not coinci-
dental. The rise of the far-right
in Europe is not the cause of the
Left's failure, but the conse-
quence of that failure.

By definition anti-fascism is a
rearguard action. Even now
many groups prefer to hide their
head in the sand. Those that do
take up the issue are most stri-
dent that the very values, strate-
gies, and attitudes that caused
the problem ie an orientation to
the labour movement, students
and sectional interests etc need
only be applied more vigorously
to achieve a resolution to the
threat. In reality such an
approach invariably compounds
the problem.

In Britain we had the situation
in the early 90's where the strat-
egy of the ANL was to invite
people to vote Labour in order
to electorally crush the BNP. The
result was that people who
sought change were being
stampeded in the BNP's direc-
tion by the ANL's strategy. In the
Isle of Dogs where the ANL car-
pet bombed the area with pro-
paganda the BNP's vote rose by
30% in a couple of months as a
direct result.

Stumbling Block

Despite the relative success of
the BNP on the Isle of Dogs they
have as yet been unable to
repeat this success across the
country. An objective assess-
ment would (as the fascists
themseives often do) point to
AFA nationally as a major stum-
bling block. This is not simply
because AFA has a cutting edge,
denied to others by their own
strategies, but because the
problem of fascism s
approached from a class per-
spective. That is to say that fas-
cist influence in an area is
approached not only from how
the fascists politically threaten
working class interests in the
long term, but also in dealing
with the fascists locally to be
aware of working class sensibil-
ities in the here and now.

Essentially, AFA regards the
working class as its constituen-
cy and that determines who,
and how the issue is politically
addressed.

Anti-Fascist Action was set up
in 1986. By 87-88 it was appar-

ent that AFA needed tg, re focus. .

A controversial internal policy

Fascism's Targets
Recently a French anti-fascist
magazine ruefully admitted to
the wide support for the FN
among the French working
class. Here is what it proposes
as the basis for the resistance:
“The social basis for an anti-fas-
cist movement can only (our
emphasis) be found among

Of course the analysis does not
examine why you see them
everywhere you turn, how, in a

those who are fascism's targets;
mainly immigrants but aiso
gays and lesbians, people with
disabilities and others.”

You don‘t have to be genius to
recognise that it is precisely this
formula, this recipe for paraly-
sis, that got them into trouble in
the first place. Similarly ‘bring-
ing it to the labour movement’ is
always the cry of those eager to
shed themselves of responsibil-
ity. And when the TUC fail to
arm anti-fascist militias then
this is a sign that they must re-
double their efforts in the lobby-
ing department.

Rat Run

Naturally the anti-fascist navel
gazer finds it convenient to
ignore the fact that fascists first-
ly categorise, divide and sub
divide in order to control.
Fascism's victims, are selected
not because they appear to be
vulnerable but  precisely
because they are vuinerable.
That is why they are picked on.
To argue that a selection of
scapegoats hand picked by the

fascists themselves .is the only .

period of just over ten years
they have been allowed to
establish a mass base in France
and a bridgehead for fascism in
Europe. This is no mystery.
History is known to be pitiless.

So on the face of it the contrast

between Britain and France
could not be greater. But this
analysis would be superficial
and dangerously premature.
This is no time for self congratu-
lation. Remember, that it was
under the Socialist Party regime
in the mid 80's that the FN
began their steady climb to the
top.

Undoubtedly a distinct advan-
tage in establishing their radical
credentials was that the primary
anti-FN organisation, 5.0.S
Racisme, was directly linked to
and sponsored by Mitterand
himself. The Anti-Nazi League
not only campaigns for Labour,
but is in turn sponsored by a
possible future Cabinet Minister
in Labour MP Peter Hain.

If there is one reason that the
BNP and others are literally rub-
bing their hands in glee in antic-
ipation of a Labour victory in’

May, it is the ‘Anyone But
Lﬂh&dhﬂ
and Searchlight inevitably leads
to such cross-class alliances.
This results in the far-Right's
lished in the minds of the very
elements seeking social or polit-
ical change, not by a Goebbels-
like spin doctor - but - by the
propaganda of the opposition.

Euro-Nationalism

On top of that the BNP would
appear to be making a decisive
change of direction. Earlier in
the year a hardline fascist
spelled it out.

“The BNP won the Isle of Dogs
for the very good reason that it
employed Euro-nationalist
methods on an experimental
basis in Tower Hamlets - and the
party must take this on board.
All the successful nationalist
parties in Europe are modern
Euro nationalist. There is a new
way of doing things a new poli-
tics. The new politics mean suc-
cess the old failure.”

The Isle of Dogs experiment of
1993, saw the BNP, in their own
words “actively going into a
working class community and
talking to people, listening to
what they had to say, articulat-
ing their problems and identify-
ing solutions”.

No longer a battle for control of
the streets but a battle for hearts
and minds.

Effectively the arena had
switched from the streets to
working class door-steps. And
AFA was hamstrung. The strate-
gy of confrontation that had
been so devastating against the
old BNP way of doing things
proved impotent against the
new. If indeed the new politics
mean success and the old fail-
ure, then AFA too, must take this
on board. Otherwise in ten
years time, it is us who may also
share in the experience of see-
ing them at every turn.

Meanwhile, as the fascists are
importing lessons from Europe,
AFA must begin the task of
exporting the fundamentals of
militant anti-fascism to Europe.
Pound for pound, AFA is proba-
bly the most effective anti-fas-
cist organisation in Europe. As
many on the far-Right look to
France and Italy and Austria for
guidance and inspiration,
increasingly other militants
from Europe and beyond are
looking to Britain for the fascist
antidote,

Of course a blue print of sort
does exist; ‘No platform’, physi-
cal and ideological confronta-
tion, and the refusal to do
Faustian deals with the state for
short term gain etc. Few groups
would have trouble adopting
the militant's programme -
implementing it is of course
something else.

Clawing Back

The first step toward clawing
back the situation, is to recog-
nise that throughout Europe
and beyond, our opponents, the
opponents of militant anti-fas-
cism are organised.

The far-right, the state, and the
law abiding pacifists of the con-
servative Left, ‘network, sépa-

It is not as if this idea has just
dawned on us. In 1993 an agree-
ment on the principles of mili-
tant anti-fascism between
London AFA and a prominent
organisation on the Continent
appeared to need only the

and to set up a militant anti-fas-
cist network. Over night it col-
lapsed. It appears that the mili-
tants were ambushed by con-
servative elements within their
own organisation. (Though hard
to even comprehend we would
be naive to believe that some-
thing similar could not happen
here.)

Hearts and Minds

The is because the next step
presents AFA with a different
type of challenge. We need to
recognise that throughout
Europe the old, conservative
Left is in meltdown. And that
following a Labour victory the
British Left, already displaying
the symptoms will prove equal-
ly vuinerable. They are not qual-
ititively different from their con-
tinental counterparts and their
demise will have similar impli-
cations for all those left stand-
ing.

Now, this situation has arisen
not because the conservative
Left have proved to be bad anti-
fascists but because they are
bad - revolutionaries. In many
European countries the far-right
have already won the battle for
the hearts and minds among
whole swathes of the working
class hands down. We can pre-
vent the same thing happening
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penditure ten million
pounds; annual income nine million
pounds: result, misery!

Senior officers on the council and a
group of six Labour councillors,
including the Leader of the Council,
Ray Little, were criticised in the

The only response of the Labour
party was to gag the one or two coun-
cillors willing to speak out - just as
they did over the Hackney and
Lambeth scandals. Their ‘strategy’

refuse to comment on what they
termed a "misjudgment” and wait for
the fallout to fade away. For three or
four weeks the line held because
although the local Labour group
were in the shit up to their necks, the
Tories were in up to their arse. Both
reckoned that they could go right
under if either made a sudden move-
ment.

That would have been that until the
intervention of a local residents
group named the “What Went Wrong
Committee'.

Due entirely to the efforts of the res-
idents’ committee which circulated a

meeting, distributed leaflets, and lob-
bied council meetings, the affair
began to0 make headlines week after
week, including three appearances
onthe TV news.
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Labour Leader's lawn. This time
eleven Labour Councillors were per-
suaded to fall on their swords and
resign honourably - declaring a
‘pecuniary interest’ of which they had
only just been made aware, Seeing
which way the wind was blowing,
the two Tories involved, including
the leader of the Tory group, also
E‘mmmud-

Executive hangs by a thread.
The council have now declared that it
will not be setting up the ‘indepen-
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Jsual Suspects

Meanwhile the council is
a halt. Already £10 million has been
paid from the council’s reserves.
There are no more reserves and no-
one knows where the next £10 mil-
lion 1o line the pockets of Slough
Estates shareholders is to come from.
A multi-million pound project for the
homeless has been scrapped after res-
idents on the first seven floors of a

g

Jects on the council's housing stock
have been cancelled. There will be no
money for the next ten years. Imagine
what your house would look like after
ten years without a lick of paint. The
council is haemorrhaging jobs as
‘non-essential’ services are cut. So if
you're planning a visit to the district
make sure you take a piss first
because you will find the public toi-
lets are being closed to save a few
bob.

Residents face a bill of around
£2,000 per household to pay the dam-
ages, The money can only come from
higher council tax which will be
accompanied by across the board cuts
in services. People will pay annual
council tax bills of £1,000 or more
Jjust to have their bins emptied. That
money, plus interest, (three million
pounds already) will go straight into
the pockets of wealthy Slough Estates
shareholders. All this as council ser-
vices grind steadily to a halt and the
council becomes a slum landlord.

The council currently have their case
for a reduction of the damages to £10
million in the Court of Appeal. If the
appeal fails, the campaign will con-
tinue with a new target, and, from an
IWCA standpoint, a politically inde-
pendent working class is both the
means and the desired political end.

INDEPENDENT
WorkiING CLASS

ASSOCIATION

EDINBURGH

dinburgh doesn't often see open
ascist activity although mem-
bers of AFA and Red Action are
aware of and dismayed by the fact

forces of law and order.
Not a very satisfactory result you
might think but never fear, news fil-
tered through to AFA over the next
couple of days that two of these fash
had found themselves in deep trouble
when confronted by some very angry
ant-fascist militants. Apparently they
got kicked 1o fuck.

To add insult to injury one of the two
was attacked again close 10 his home
when an AFA activist punched him
once and left him flat on his arse, The
bonehead had to explain the situation
10 his friend and was over-heard say-
ing, “That's one of the AFA bastards.
It's just something | have 10 put up
with”,

DusLIN

anti-drugs campaign is our
main area of work at the
moment

The campaign exploded after the
Garda riot against anti-drugs people
in the North Inner City in August.
There are now upwards of 40 local
area or street based anti-drugs com-
mittees and the Campaign itself is the
biggest mobilisation of working class
communities in years. The local
groups are completely community led
and focus on driving heroin pushers
out of each area. Area meetings and
marches or vigils on pushers’ houses
draw up to several thousand people.
The pushers are given 24 hours to
leave, most do. Community patrols
have ben set up in many areas to pre-
vent street dealing. Pushers moving
on to another area are quickly identi-
fied and moved on again.

The huge support in working class
areas forced the government to pump
£14 million into “anti-drugs pro-
grammes™ and the announcement of a
garda clampdown on drugs. This was
aimed at defusing the anti-drugs cam-
paign but has had no effect. Media
hype about ‘Provo infiltration’ and
vigilantes' is ignored, local people
want the pushers out and don’t care
who is involved in achieving this,
The community campaigns were set
up by locals with support from ICON
(a state-funded inner city develop-
ment network) and the Coalition of
Communities  Against  Drugs
(COCAD).

RA members are involved at com-
mittee level in the local anti-drugs
groups in their arcas; Cabra,
Ballybough and East Wall, and RA
provides stewards for local marches.
As well as working to identify push-
ers, members also take part in the
street patrols. An RA delegate attends
COCAD meetings and RA speakers
have helped set up groups in other
areas.

The anti-drugs campaign is a gen-
uinely community-based movement
now established in almost every
working class area of Dublin. We
would see it as a good example of
IWCA ideas as it is based on working
class sell organisation at community
level, incorporating close co-opera-
tion with groups from other areas.

minimum of state interference. The
anti-police slant and the dismissal of
state agencies for their failure to deal
with the drug crisis is a positive
development.

SHEFFIELD

n September a Belgian Oi! band

a one-off gig in Sheffield. The

band “The Pride' were bound to pull

in a fair-sized crowd due to the fairly
large skin scene in South Yorkshire.

It soon became obvious that all was
not well when more than one bone-
head was spotted wearing fascist
badges, but it was decided that some
of us would remain downstairs to
enjoy our drinks and wait till later 10
see what's what.

Our peace was eventually shattered
when three fash from Leicester (oh
yes, we know who you are!) tried to
throw a Sharp skin down the stairs
leading up 1o the gig. Unknown to
these goons, this skin is a member of
AFA, their first mistake.

The sound of a bottle smashing was
the cue for a small but effective squad
of Red Action and AFA members and
supporters and some local punks and
skins to fly up the stairs into a famil-
iar sight - lots of bones giving it the
stiff right arm. The fascists definitely
had numbers on their side and obvi-
ously thought that they were in for a
result - mistake number two,

In a few shon moments they were
punched, kicked, bottled and glassed
into submission, retreating up yet
another flight of stairs. They thought
they'd have another go, only 1o be
offered more bottles, punches, kicks
elc.

With the arrival of the Old Bill and
the fact that the now severely blood-
ied and confused fash had completely
lost the plot (especially one hysterical
Dutchie) our heroes and heroines
decided to vacate the premises.

We were amused to find Leicester
fash huddied in the pool room plead-
ing with the bouncers to arrange safe
passage past one member of RA who
stood in their way.

We were not surprised that the bone-
heads who hang around Castle
Market didn't show. We expect that
you were too busy with your bottles
of cider and bags of glue.

Sheffield has a long and proud histo-
ry of militant anti-fascism. and we
would like to serve notice to the ‘man
on the buses’ (who we know has been
travelling around and meeting peo-
ple) and fash from areas surrounding
Sheffield who are hoping to organise
in the Steel City that you will be
smashed with relish.

LEICESTER

ecently a number of RA mem-

bers in Leicester attended a
commemoration for the end of the
Spanish Civil War. The commemora-
tion was well-attended and attracted a
number of interested individuals as
well as the usual lefty hangers-on,
Speakers on the day included assort-
ed oddballs from the Trades Council
and CPGB who did their best to bore
the crowd by giving their own partic-
ular version of history in the droning
monotone typical of these hacks.
But this was punctuated by the
sharp, vibrant speech given by the
AFA member who, using quotes from
Charlie Goodman the International
Brigade veteran, stated that what is
still required is physical as well as
ideological confrontation, and that
AFA is the only organisation pursu-
ing this method.
To the delight, of the crowd, the
speaker celebrated the militant meth-

heavily restricted by union bureau-
cracy.
A meeting with members of the
CPSA and TUC in Nottingham heard
them say that it was hard enough for
them to get their members to meet
over wages - let alone the JSA -
which shows how much empathy
they must have with the claimams
they deal with everyday.

Members of the CPSA claim that it
is anti-working class to be too critical
of the dole office workers, because
after all "they are being forced w0
implement the JSA or face losing
their jobs". There are a number of
replies to that (not including the old
line about ‘Just following orders'.) If
some of these people had any balls
they would show some worker soli-
darity by walking out if any of their
number were sacked due 1o such cir-
cumstances. This would cause plenty
of chaos within the system and would
undoubtedly earn the respect of many
claimants. Allemnatively, they could
give us information on the real super-
efficient bastards!

The bottom line 1o all this is that
claimants are going 1o have 1o organ-
ise amongst themselves, any attempt
at forging links with hostile dole
office workers, management or their
ives will mean standing in
PP to the i of the
claimants and the rest of the working
class. It is obvious that the battle-
lines have to be drawn. There are
plans in the New Year to open an
information centre for the unem-
ployed and produce a free newsletter
for claimants

More information on the JSA can
be received from: Notts Anti-JSA ,
PO Box 192, Nottingham, NG1 1F)

BIRMINGHAM

t the beginning of August, a Red

Action delegation met represen-
tatives of the Villa Irish to discuss the
public launch of “Villa Fans Against
Fascism™, A press release stated:

¥

“This move is a direct response (o far-
right organisers who have recently
sought to encourage anti-Irish and
pro-fascist feelings at Villa Park. True
Villa fans must let it be known that
pro-loyalist/fascist sentiments are not
welcome at the Villa.

“VFALF call on all working class
Villa fans, from any race or creed, 10
join us in our offensive against all
bigotry”.

The Irish Post ran a complimentary
piece on the initiative. *Tiocfaidh Ar
La’ and ‘Red Attitude’ have also sent
messages of support. However, the
most widely distributed fanzine at
Villa Park refused to endorse an anti-
fascist organisation that also took an
anti-loyalist stance. It's the task of
VFALF to raise awareness of the
increasing correlation between loyal-
ist/fascist ideology and activity in and
around Villa.

Villa Fans Against Loyalism and
Fascism was formed by like-minded
Villa fans and AFA members when it
became apparent that ex-National
Front personnel, notably Stechord’s
Tony Burke and co, were trying to
muscle in at Villa Park under the
guise of C18. It's significant that the
latest demise of West Midlands Blood
and Honour has left Villa with the
dubious CONTINUED
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stickers used to proclaim “Villa shits
on black Zulus”. These days the tack
has changed, now they read “Villa
Loyalists - Smash the Fenians”. With

become politically futile. Thus fascist
attentions have been turned 1o a pro-
loyalist agenda. But there's a lot of
Irish living in north Birmingham, and
it follows that a lot of them go down
the Villa, as do a lot of black fans, so
with a natural opposition of AFA sup-
porters, and other diverse cultures
and creeds represented at Villa Park,
CI8 are always going to be lagging
behind. In short, if Villa is anybody's
constituengy, it's that of the working
class Left. Our experience has taught
us how easily their efforts are thwart-
ed. Between the anti-fascist and pro-
Republican elemenis we could stamp
over CI8 and their fickle groupies
This time we won't settle for the odd
skirmish. Under the banner of
VFALF we would seek not only to
remove them, bul 1o replace them,
following the examples set by Celtic
and Man Und. Thousands of stickers
have been produced, featuring a new
design and the VFALF newsletter is
being dimributed free of charge.
Copies are available from the
Birmingham PO Box. A public meet-
ing is planned for next year.

LoONDON

Thl.\ year saw the 60th anniver-
sary of the Battle of Cable
Street and the Spanish Civil
War both of which are landmark
events in the history of militant anti-

fascism in this country.

Anti Fascist Action organised three
events in. two days 10 mark these
important anniversaries and (o ensure
that the militants of the present day
laid claim to ‘our heritage’, while
hammering-home a class-based mes-
sage.
Although members of both Red
Action and AFA have always been
acutely aware that as militant anti-
fascists we are the inheritors of a rich
and proud tradition in this country,
members of the pro-state, liberal or
pacifist ‘anti-fascist movement’ have
always gone 1o great trouble 1o claim
that tradition as their own (you only
have to look at the way the SWP
lauded Maurice Beckman's *Bible of
squadism’ The 43 Group, 10 see the
hypocrisy).
This was clearly bomn out as a whole
number of Labour, Leftie and liberal
elements rushed to organise various
events including, a march, rallies,
lectures, etc.
This made the events organised by
« AFA of increased significance, as the
souvenir programme, specially pro-
duced for the weckend, clearly poini-
ed out; “"We are commemorating the

sents the continuation of the militant
anti-fascist tradition”.
Rally - Oct 4th,
In a packed hall in the Camden Irish
Centre the AFA rally took place 60
years to the day of the Battle of Cable
St
Amongst the speakers were a
woman activist who chaired the rally
on behalf of AFA, Tony Hall a veter-
an from the ‘62 Group', Tony Smith
an ex-AFA prisoner who was launch-
ing the Cable St. Fund and Peter
Carter who had been active in the
original ANL squads of the *70s, had
been a founding member of AFA in
1985 and was giving the main
address on behalf of London AFA.
To the disappointment of all present,
Cable St. and International Brigade
veteran Charlie Goodman was too
ill to speak at the event as had been
planned and had even had to cancel a
trip to Spain for a reunion with fellow
Brigade veterans. However, with the
aid of ‘modemn technology’ AFA was
able to show a vi message
from Charlie and his wife, Joyce, on
a large screen at the front of the stage.

Charlie was arrested and beaten by

¥

62 Group veteran Tony Hall
Peter Carter at the London Rally.

‘Cable St. Fund’. Tony, who in 1990
was sentenced to 4 years after being
convicted along with two others of
being involved in an attack on a lead-
ing fascist bonehead, explained the
idea behind the fund: “AFA believe

afforded by this Rally to launch ‘THE
CABLE STREET FUND' for AFA
prisoner and defendant welfare’. The
Jund will initially be just London-
based, but we hope 1o expand it in the
coming months to cover AFA nation-
ally”,

After a minute's silence for the late
Mickey Fenn, Peter Carter gave the
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police at Cable St. and was jailed for
four months after being charged with
incitement 1o riol, carrying dangerous
weapons and acting as ringleader dur-
ing the battle. A month after leaving
prison at the age of 22, Charlie was
one of about 60 East Enders who vol-
unteered to fight Franco's fascists in
Spain as part of the British Battalion
of the Intemnational Brigade; Charlie
was wounded twice - 22 of his com-
rades died in action. Charlie said that:

“My heart goes out te all of you who
are carrying on the fight, and those of
you who really are putting everything
of your lives into this struggle against
this creed of fascism. All the best 1o
everybody and may the rally be a
greal success”.

A message was also read-out from
Bob Doyle, another International
Brigade veteran who had also been a
member of the Dublin Brigade of the
IRA, before joining fellow Iriih
Republicans travelling to Spain. He
told the audience:

"Obviously the war against fascism
was finally won. Their ideology how-
ever, lives on to the presemt day and
I'm glad 10 see so many of the
younger generation are prepared lo
carry on the fight. I wish you well in
your struggle and hope the rally is a
great success”,

Back in the 1960's Tony Hall was an
active member of the 62 Group, and
organised anti-fascists in Easmt
London who organised countless
attacks on both fascist individuals
and their street meetings, and despite
the close attention of the Special

main address from London AFA
which is reproduced in full as the RA
editorial (page 2).

Ellm Show & Gig - Sth October.
The following day AFA hosted a film
show that attracted nearly 200 peo-
ple. In the evening, only weeks after
C18 had smashed up a gig by top Oi!
band ‘The Business’ in London, AFA
hosted a publicly advertised Oi!
Against Fascism gig featuring lead-
ing skinhead band ‘The Oppressed’
from Cardiff and ‘The Stage Boitles’
from Germany. By early evening the
venue was packed to the rafiers with
the stewards eventually having to
turn punters away because the man-
agement were complaining of the
safety limit being breached! Both
bands played cracking sets to a skin-
head audience |iterally from all over
the world, including France,
Belgium, Malaya, Germany and the
Basque country.

The gig was a fitting end to
the weekend which had
proven 1. be a complete suc-
cess. The events look set to
become an annual fixture,
anchoring AFA's militant
struggle firmly in it’s histori-
cal context. (Anyone wishing
0 make a donation to the
Cable St. Fund should make
cheques payable to ‘AFA",
and send them to:

AFA (CSF),
BM 1734,
London,
WCIN 3XX
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enjoyed the class struggle. He took
everything to its logical conclusion.
Mickey was by nature an extremisl.
If he embarked on a fitness regime
he would end up running marathons.
If he 1ok on the employers it was all
flying pickets and wild cat strikes. If
involved in anti-fascism it was
incvitably at the sharpest end. This
led to a series of intimate encounters
with the constabulary particularly
during the late *70's and carly ‘80,
including one celebrated trial at the
Old Bailey. In the incident that led 10
his being charged with GBH with
intent, affray, etc Mickey suffered a
broken hand. (but as the saying gocs,
you should have seen the other
fella!). Luckily the following
Monday six of his very best friends
were on hand so to speak to witness
a frightful industrial accident. He
still complained about the compen-
sation, until it was pointed out that
he had got more than Henry Cooper
for his last defence of the British
Title. He was also acquitied.

Following his acquittal, he received
a series of threatening phone calls
from, as it wmed out, a genuinely
notorious British Movement organ-
iser, Albert Chalmers. Mickey was
completely unfazed. On discovering
who was behind it Mickey rang him
up. His wife answered. Albert was in
bed could she take a message. “Yes",
came the reply “If you can get a pen
and paper I've got a recipe for him.
First, you need a bottle, any bottle
will do but a milk bottle is best ..."
Mickey inviting her 10 get a pen and
paper calmly read out a very specif-
ic list of ingredients. Albent got the
message all right. There were no
more phone calls,

Throughout the years Mickey's
enthusiasm remained undimmed.
During the late 80's he was one of
the prime movers behind the dock
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Mickey was 58 when he died,
though he was always looked ten
years younger. It is no exaggeration
1o say that he had the energy and
general demeanour of somebody
y 30 rather than someone near-
ly 60.

For example, during a BNP by elec-
tion meeting in Newham in .1 think
1991, Mickey went along with his
future son-in-law 1o the counter
picket. As these things go, it kicked
off and Mickey naturally was in the
thick of it. Despite the general
uproar, he gradually became aware
of people shouting “Get the nutter!
Get the nutter!” Momentarily disen-
gaging for fear there was a madman
on the loose and concerned for the
safety of his son-in-law, he glanced
round and realised the shout was
actually coming from the police.
This brief pause also allowed him
the opportunity to judge that his side
was actually doing quite nicely
thank you, and he was just about 10
rejoin the fray when five large cop-
pers jumped on him. It was only then
he realised the probable identity of
the nutter in question.

When it came to the editing of the
AFA programme for the BBC's Open
Space in 1992, the most difficult part
was chopping it down to the required
twenty nine minutes. In order lo
make it as comprehensive as possi-
ble meant Mickey's reminiscences
being edited out one-by-one.
Especially difficult because we were
all aware that the easiest way of
making the wholly entertaining and
politically enlightening advertise-
ment for militant anti-fascism that
we actually wanted, was by cutting
out everything - but - Mickey's con-
tribution. Mickey had hundreds of
stories and there are hundreds of sto-
ries about Mickey.

He was a diamond. A real commu-
nist. One in a million,

i

The Oppressed, 5th October, 1996.
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ver two years ago Red
Action reported on the

ping from £40 a bag w0 under
£10. Added to the already grow-
ing number of heroin addicts is
the fact that young people on
the Rave scene are now regular-
ly using heroin to come down
off the increasing amount of
Ecstacy needed to get a buzz,

Whole working class commu-
nities are being destroyed yet
again. The death of one middle
class teenager due to taking E
will receive widespread cover-
age; the fact that one inner city
heroin addict dies per fortnight
is ignored. 7,000 drug abusers
are now receiving treatment,
but, in reality, the rate of addic-
tion is much higher. Thousands
of teenagers are addicted to
smoking heroin, they can get no
treatment because health board
programmes are confined to IV
users aged over 18. In one
young offenders workshop
alone 75% of the 15-17 year
olds are heroin smokers.

Every type of drug is being
sold openly on the street cor-
ners in areas such as Dublin's
inner city, there is even a small
trade in crack. In Dublin's
working class areas, with their
high unemployment, poverty,
lack of resources and a govern-
ment who couldn't care less,
drug pushing is an lucrative
way of making money. With
widespread addiction and the
fact that a large number of the
small time pushers are addicts
themselves, the fight against
drugs is increasingly difficult in
the 1990s.

In our last report we inter
viewed anti-drugs activists
from Dublin's South Inner City.
At that time the South Inner
City was one of the only areas
fighting back against drugs.
Since then over 40 working
class areas in Dublin have
begun to seriously organise
themselves 0 fight the drugs
menace, particularly areas such
as  Tallaght, Clondalkin,
Damdale and the North Inner
City.

Tallaght is an area with a
chronic heroin problem, it has 3
times the national average rale
of addiction. Recently a nine
year old child was reported 10
be addicted to bheroin. In
Killinarden, Fettercairn and
other estates people have
formed around the clock patrols
to keep the pushers out.

This initiative has the back-
ing of the community with the
women, as usual, forming the
backbone. They have erected
huts which are manned 24
hours a day keeping a watch for
any strangers of strange cars in
the area. They have marched on
a number of houses where
pushers live making it clear that
they are not wanted in the area.

They have also opened a com-
munity drug addiction clinic to
treat any local addicts who want
to come off heroin. The clinic is

based in the local parish centre
and a doctor has been hired and
methodone and  needle
exchange programmes intro-
duced which cater for up to 200
local addicts.

Relations with the police were
good at the beginning with the
community police and drug
squad promising help. But with
the demanding that
known pushers be evicted and
resources provided for the treat-
ment of local addicts only to be
told that pushers could not be
evicted until each case had been
through the courts, sometimes
taking 18 months, and being
told that there were no
resources for drug addiction
clinics it was only a matter of
time before this relationship

began to break down.
As usual, when a working
class  community  makes

demands which the State refus-
s 10 accept, the activists quick-
ly find themselves attracting the
attention of the police. A num-
ber of leading community
activists have been arrested
under Section 30 of the
Offences Against the State Act,
a political catch-all method.

As  with the Concerned
Parents Against Drugs move-
ment in tie 80s these activists
have been questioned about
alleged IRA involvement in the
groups defending the communi-
lies against the bigger drug
pushers. These activists were
only released when the commu-
nities marched on the police
stations where they were being
held.

Lately the police have been
involved in undercover opera-
tions, ot against the pushers
but against the anti-drugs
activists,

In the South Inner City the sit-
uation with the police is much
worse. The South Inner City
communily organisations are
involved in government task
forces with Dublin Corporation,
the police and other State agen-
cies where problems ranging
from refuse collection, to flat
allocation, 1o drugs are dis-
cussed. They are even assigned
a community police officer to
improve relations with the
police.

So successful was this effort
al improving relations with the
communities that in one of the
larger flat complexes, Dolphin
House, the police were accepted
in an area which had previously
been a no go area for them. It
was still noted however that the
police spent more time investi-
gating some of the anti drugs
activists than they did the push-
ers.

Then in May of this year a
drug addict died after being
attacked by a crowd of people
coming from an anti-drugs
meeting. The addict, Josey
Dwyer, was a pusher in the 80s
and was one of the first to bring
heroin into the area. Since then
he had developed AIDS and
was dying. It was an unfortu-
ndte . . accident, ironically
brought about by the other
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addict who was with Dwyer and
who was abusing the crowd.
The police used this incident to
launch a witch-hunt against the
whole community, targeting in
particular those they felt
responsible for organising evic-
tions and actions against the
pushers. The media helped cre-
ate the conditions for the police
actions by reporting the inci-
dent as ‘Mob Rule’, Lawless
Vigilantes' etc.. and portraying
Dwyer as an innocent 'six stone

man already dying of AIDS',

Large numbers of community
activists were arrested and
questioned about Dwyer's
death. Included were 13 women
activists. All the arrests came
after the women had fully co-
operated with the police in
door-to-door enquiries and had
given statements voluntarily,

Some of the women were
strip-searched, some had blood
samples taken and all were ver-
bally abused by the police.
Some of these women have
been involved in community
work, including working with
the police, for over 12 years.
One of the women has since
had 1o get psychiatric treatment.

The police questions concen-
trated mainly on the IRA
rather than on the death of
Dwyer. The addict who had
been with Dwyer when he was
killed was given a bleeper and
told to try and identify anybody
involved in the attack. One of
the detectives involved in the
case offered a small time push-
er £1,000 in cash to incriminate
one of the leading anti-drug
activists in the area.

There is now a situation where
the successful actions of the
communities has forced the
pushers out of the flat complex-
es onto Cork Street, a main
street in the area, yet the police
neglect o tackle them, instead
spending their time sitting in
cars outside community meet-
ings monitoring the people
attending.

Another situation has arisen in
the North Inner City. This,
another area ravaged by heroin,
has had little or no fightback up
until now. Every time the com-
munity began to organise they
were side-tracked by the state
funded ‘professional’ communi-

ty workers. Public meetings

Everything was done to
ensure that no actual action
took place. People were told to
leave the pushers to the police,
because that was their job.
When the pressure for action

meeting the next night local
people castigated the police for
their actions the night before
and resolved 1o drive the push-
ers out of the area themselves.
A meeting has taken place
every week since then which
debates the current drug issues
and finishes in a march to dif-
ferent areas in the North Inner
City, stopping outside pushers'
fats and naming them. This tac-
tic has been very successful
with pushers feeling the pres-

futile

became too much,
demands were made for police
action against the pushers and
pointless marches were taken to
the Dail but never to the actual
pushers themselves,

The whole strategy of the 'pro-
fessionals’ was to concentrate
on the rehabilitation of addicts
issuc at the expense of direct
action against the supply of
heroin into the areas. While the
whole issue of rehabilitation
and drug clinics for the addicts
is extremely important, it must
be done in conjunction with
getting rid of the pushers
Tallaght is an area which has
managed to combine the two.

Unfortunately for the ‘profes-
sionals’ the rising death toll
from heroin and the increasing
levels of addiction meant that it
would only require a simple
incident 10 spark off a major
reaction. This incident occurred
on Wednesday 21st of August.
Three drug pushers were amrest-
ed in Summerhill in the North
Inner City. In a spontaneous
show of community anger a
large crowd gathered and one of
the pushers’ cars was burnt out.

The police response was
swift. Although the police claim
not to have resources to tackle
the drug pushers they managed
10 provide several dozen riot
police in full gear with dogs to
baton people off the streets.
People were even attacked on
their own balconies. A pregnant
women (who has since miscar-
ried), a 12 year old girl and a
man and his daughter were
among those attacked as well as
many others. Of the three push-
ers arrested, one was given bail
while the other two didn't tum
up in Count the next day.

This time peoples’ anger could
not be diverted. At a packed

sure and either moving out or
stopping selling. Hardwicke
Street flat residents evicted
seven pushers in one night
alone. Pushers on the street cor-
ners have been attacked and dri-
ven out of the immediate area.
Marches of up to 2,000 people
take place weekly and smaller
local actions 1o evict pushers
are a daily occurance in many
areas.

It will be interesting to see
how the situation develops over
the coming weeks and to see
how the 'professionals’ attempt
to gain control of the movement
again. It is obvious what police
tactics will be, given their past
record in targeting the anti-
drugs activists rather than the
pushers, In a positive develop-
ment a new umbrella organi-
sation has been formed link-
ing all the anti-drug cam-
paigns in the different areas
all over Dublin. This organi-
sation, the Coalition of
Communities Against Drugs
(COCAD), is highly critical of
the police and state agencies,
It is more direct action orientat-
ed and intends to depend on the
communities themselves 10 son
out their own drug problems.

Red Action activists are
involved in their respective
local anti-drugs groups. We
fully support the right of com-
munities to rid their areas of
drugs by any means necessary.
We recognise that with the huge
amounts of profits 1o be made
out of heroin the anti-drugs
campaign will be violent, an
example was a recent march in
the North Inner City having 10
be called off due to information
received that the pushers had
armed themselves with petrol
bombs and were going to attack
the march. At a minimum the
community must arm them-

selves defensively. People
marching on the well armed
drug pushers must know that
they have back-up too.

Tactically, the fight against
drugs must be two-pronged.
The pushers must be driven out
of the areas and the supply of
heroin must be minimised.
Again, this will naturally be
violent. Violence should not be
frowned upon if it is consid-
ered the only possible option
and achieves its aims. It is
extremely important that the
activists involved in the evic-
tions etc. are fully answerable
to the community and that as
many people as possible are
involved in all aspects of the
campaign.

The second tactic must be to
provide medical facilities for
the treatment of drug addic-
tion. The addicts left behind
and willing to come off gear
must be helped in any way pos
sible. Clinics must be set up by
the community to look afler
their own addicts but these clin-
ics must be funded by the
Eastern Health Board. If the
Eastern Health Board claim no
resources are available, or are
not willing to fund these clinics,
they must be forced into provid-
ing funding.

People must be clear that this
is not just a problem of under-
funding of the clinics. It is com-
mon knowledge that pushers
give away free gear outside the
clinics in an atiempt 1o get peo-
ple off the drug addiction cours-
es. The pushers must be
stopped. Its good 10 see that
people recognise that direct
action against the pushers is
necessary, and, what's more, are
willing to get involved.

The fear of the middle class
and the media at the self-organ-
isation of working class people
must not be underestimated. In
the 1980s establishment politi-
cians and the press, allied to
police actions, helped to destroy
Concerned .Paremts  Against
Drugs. The media have already
begun to write of ‘mob rule’ and
'IRA Infiltrators’ as well as giv-
ing free publicity to notorious
pushers claiming their ‘inno-
cence’. The people now evicting
pushers and organising their
communities are local people,
some are republicans, but the
majority have not  been
involved in political activily
before. The establishment and
the media fear that a successful
self-organised working class
campaign against drugs could
lead 10 radical action on other
issues, hence the need to por-
tray anti-drugs activists as ‘law-
less vigilantes' and ‘outside agi-
talors’,

It is essential that people
realise the importance of this
campaign in terms of working
class politics. What we have is
working class comgmunities
organising themselyes with
little or no reference to state
or it's agencies, answerable
only to themselves and willing
to confront both the pushers
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The strategy of the Labour Party has
been to debase the Irish by continual-
ly operating the same con-trick. This
essentially, and crudely states, “swing
into line now, and in the future all
things are possible...” All the time the
demand has been that the Irish,
whether Republicans or not, do their
political work, lobbying and propa-
ganda from within the Labour
Movement. That the Labour
Movement does not exist now, if it
ever did, as anything more than a dis-
parate group of organisations squab-
bling over the crumbs is of no matter.
The notion of a Labour Movement is
used as a tool to emasculate working
class struggle, not invigorate it.
Initiatives set up by the Republican
orfand the broader Irish community
are brazenly entered by elements from
this Labour Movement who apply a
well tried and tested strategy of water-
ing down any radical demands, dri-
ving a wedge between activists and
the organisation, often taking over
leadership and policy making roles.
When this last is done those who
were initially enthusiastic may as well
stay at home - there is nothing more
for them. The Troops Out Movement
is a case in hand, set up with a clear
purpose, one demand and enjoying
large support as well as reflecting the
view of a clear majority of the British
public. So what's happened 1o it? It
allegedly still exists, although its
trademark Bloody Sunday march
which became progressively smaller
cach year, due to a lack of commit-
ment to building for it either in the
Irish community or the class, allied 1o
a confusion over its aims, has disap-
peared in all but name. Without that as
a focus, it has no remit for other activ-
ities except 1o attend obscure pickets
known to no-one but itself.

Never mind, its leadership has, as
always, oriented to the Labour
Movement, which can be evidenced
by the support of trades union branch-
es, trades councils and the normal rag-
bag of ‘lefty’ Labour Party members
and MPs. Stunning. That TOM is of
no significance and can no longer pro-
duce its magazine regularly is never
questioned by its leadership. Whether
consciously or not, it has been smoth-
ered.

More recently, Saoirse committees
were launched 10 press for the trans-
fer/release of Republican PoWs fol-
lowing the IRA cessation of hostili-
ties. A sentiment that had immediate
resonance with many in the Irish com-
munity and beyond, attracting large
numbers of people not seen in recent
years at political meetings. With some
panache these ‘new’ activists managed
1o gain a great deal of credibility and
confidence by highlighting the issue.

No sooner had that been noticed as
effective then the hacks moved in with
a demand to-orientate 10 Labour, and .
10 get them on board. They were 10 be

ex
and

the target of the recruitment and pro-
paganda. Forget the working class
Irish of Kilbum and Cricklewood and
other poor areas and concentrate on
the people who matier in Hampstead,
Primrose Hill and Walworth Road.
The ‘orienteers’ moved in, took over
the leadership, made policy and killed
the enthusiasm of the ordinary mem-
ber. The high-profile street level activ-
ities gaining media attention were
replaced by the talking heads sitting at
press conferences at the House of
Commons. Needless to say these con-
ferences were not reported by the
media but lauded as a success because
they got a Shinner into the Palace of
Westminster to address a handful of
press hacks. Inevitably, Sacirse closed
down in an orgy of recriminations and
lies perpetrated by its new leaders,
alicnating the activist majority. Now
Fuascailt has emerged 1o replace it,
(possibly having the lowest political
profile of any pressure group still ori-
entaling to the Labour Movement) but
no Labour Movement activists doing
anything practical,

To move back in time a little 1o the
1980 and 1981 Hunger Strikes. These
were obviously very emotional times
and again had enormous potential to
attract high numbers of people to Irish
solidarity work. The Labour
Movement again covered itself in
glory.

Whilst the situation in the H-Blocks
was approaching crisis, the TUC and.
Labour Party. were campaigning for

“The nature of the exchan
the quintessential
between Labour

and Republicanism".

- and - Labour

more employment in England. They
organised a huge national march and
rally in London. The National H-
Block/Armagh Committee was not
allowed to participate on this with a
banner. Nevertheless, a small group
stood with banners and placards on
Marble Arch as the march went past
Hyde Park. The TUC stewards pointed
them out to the police and demanded
that they be removed. The police were
only too happy to do this and the stew-
ards contained any support for them
within the march itself. Vilifying them
to the very people it supposedly
demands they go to for support.

That, however, wasn't the lowest
point reached by organised Labour.
Whilst Bobby Sands lay on his death
bed, Don Concannon (Then Labour
Party Northern ireland spokesman)
went 1o visit him to let him know that
he and his party supported the
Thatcher administration in its denial
of political status and its intention 10
let the Republican prisoners die. As if
that wasn't enough, a subsequent
march was organised through
Concannon’s Mansfield constituency.
He informed the press that ‘the IRA
were to march through his constituen-
cy' and appealed for Orange elements
to travel from Liverpool and Scotland
1o oppose the march. Are we really to
be told 1o support Labour?

If that was the reaction of both the
Labour Party and the Labour
Movement at a highly emotive time
when it could .be expecied to throw

- W‘ﬂnf‘(?'g? »
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which gave unionists multiple votes

Nationalists and Republicans were
condemned to live in squalor and
deprivation, subject to the routine sec-
tarian pogroms instigated by the
unionist hegemony. Atlee chose to
ignore imperialism close to home
despite a more than adequate parlia-
mentary majority of 173. The Irish
didn’t even qualify for equality, let
alone freedom.

Not only are they guilty by omission
or by merely biding their time. It is
Labour administrations which have
distinguished themselves by over-see-
ing some of the most repressive and
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port the release of terrorist prisoners™,
In the same letter she goes on to say:
“Labour has no plans in government
to close any of the Special Secure
Units™. These sentiments, expressed in
the middle of the ceasefire, should not
inspire hope or confidence in any
future Labour administration.

The difficulty with writing about the
failures of Labour with relation to

Ireland is not the paucity of informa-

Recently Mo Mowlam had been into
Long Kesh to visit Loyalist prisoners.
She congratulated them on their
restraint in not advocating a return to
random killings of working class
nationalists. She also sought their

of their policies! She duly reported,
without criticism, the Loyalist demand
that there should be a crackdown on
Sinn Fein and the Republican
Movement on both sides of the border,
The nature of the exchange exposed
the  quintessential  relationship

brutal events since 1969. Their atti-
tude was not peculiar to Atlee amongst
Labour leaders. It was Wilson, who
sent the troops in in 1969.

Labour was still in power later in
1974 when a state of emergency was
declared. They oversaw the holding of
political prisoners in Long Kesh in
conditions which led 1o the camp
being burned down by internees,

In September 1976 the European
Commission on Human Rights found
Britain guilty of torture following the
mass intemment of 1971, Not even
this could rock Labour's desire to be

b Labour and Uni - and -
Labour and Republicanism.
Only a few weeks previously (15
October) all sections of the Labour
Party had denounced and condemned
Jeremy Corbyn and Tony Benn for
accommodating Adams at the House
of Commons. Remember that Adams
is an ex-MP and has never been con-
victed of any paramilitary conmec-
tions. Not one person was embar-
rassed or publicly recognised their
duplicity over creating a furore and
moral panic over meeting a represen-
tative of the Republican Movement
and the widespread approval and con-
lation when i i

seen as responsibl k of
Britain's imperial and colonial inter-
ests.

The same government ended political
status with a view to criminalising the
struggle. A change of Prime Minister
w0 ‘Sunny Jim' Callaghan in April
1976 made no difference to policy.
Just 5 months later on 15 September
1976 Kieran Nugent refused to wear
the prison wniform. The policy of
coercing the prisoners led swiftly to
routine vicious beatings by the screws,
which led to the no-wash protest, and,
ultimately, to the 1981 Hunger Strike.
As the Callaghan administration stag-
gered to its conclusion, it became
steadily more repressive in Ireland. It
abandoned any pretence of pandering
10 progressive forces either at home or
abroad. Northern Ircland Secretary
Roy Mason was directly responsible
for the SAS ‘Shoot w0 Kill' policy
which resulted in the deaths of 11 peo-
ple between 1977.and 1978,

fascist s who luded
Johnny Adair and Michael Stone.

The suggestion, as made by labour
apologists, that Mowlam is merely
‘minding the job’ whilst in opposition
and that a more suitable person will
take over after the election is patently
nonsense. There is no-one more suit-
able. Kevin McNamara is often cited
as the calibre required. It was
McNamara who said in Parliamem (7
March 1983) with regard to the
Birmingham 6, “ordinary decent cop-
pers using ordinary decent methods

-

It is apparent that even under the
most superficial scrutiny the Labour
Party is not one to which either the
Irish community and/or supporters of
Irish Republicanism can give support.
The promises given in the past have
proven false and so will promises
given now.



" 'A Declaration of
Independence’

Recently both the Workers
Revolutionary Party and the Class War
Federation have slipped into voluntary
liquidation. Rumours are also circulat-
ing that Militant are thinking of renam-

motives of others, struggled to take it all
in. One group felt that.if there was a
basis for unity it lay only in “anti-fas-
cism” and suggested we try and organ-
ise around that. This caused a few
raised eyebrows from the AFA dele-
gates in attendance. Another group that
did not survive the first meeting, wound
up their contribution by agreeing with
the overall analysis that the vacuum
needed to be filled and they were the
boys to do it! Yet another group had
after almost four hours discussion
somehow gained the impression that
the new organisation intended to limit
its activity to a single estate somewhere
in north London! Significantly it was
these same elements who struggled to
come to terms with the message inher-
ent in the proposals that what was
required was both a new approach, and
a decisive of direction. This was
the first major hurdie.

RA: Can you explain?

IWCA: Well, for the initiative to take off
the participants needed to be prepared
in part to decommission their own ide-
ologies and accept that the Left both
inside and outside the Labour Party had
failed. And that by working off the old
formula could only continue to fail.
Some were unwilling or incapable of
taking in the big picture and continued
to judge their own contributions by the
standards of the Leéft rather than look at
the situation and themselves objective-
ly, that is to say, from the of
the working class as a whole.

RA: Not exactly an auspicious
* beginning. Was this not entirely pre-
dictable?

ing themselves the

Socialist Party. The

discussions that led to the formation
of the Independent Working Class
Association not only preceded these

events but appear

to have anticipated

them. In a wide ranging interview with
its acting secretary, we explore the

background to the

IWCA and its plans

for the future.

Assotiahon

naependent

Working
C'ﬂss

IWCA: Of course it was predictable, in
many ways it was anticipated. The
issues on which the participants were
confronted on was quite a fundamental
choice. Steady, as she goes or accept
the reality that the blueprint for revolu-
tionary change was fatally flawed. The
facts that were laid out before them
were as follows: Capitalism was chang-
ing society and changing the working
class. Trade unionism as a political
strategy is as dead as a dodo. Labour
has ditched the working class. The exis-
tence of the ‘labour movement' is a
myth. The possibility of progressive
reform non-existent. What was needed
was a radical change of direction -pri-
marily- an orientation to where the
working class live rather than where
they work. Recognise as well that the
Left had like, the working class, split
into pro and anti Labour camps. That
this was a positive rather than negative
developnfent, an opportunity rather
than a problem. But to take advantage
of the opportunity it would be necessary
not only to break with Labour politically
but to confront them directly; in other
words the situation demanded that we

-

organise without apology in working
class areas against Labour. And as the
title of the document indicated it was
indeed a case of make your mind up
time

RA: The make up of the first meeting
in July 1995 was almost right across
the ideclogical board. How represen-
tative is the IWCA one year on, and
how many groups are still involved?

IWCA: There were delegates from nine
different groups involved in the first
meeting. Some had fallen away by only
the second meeting this continued
throughout the year with the ones
falling away being replaced by others
signing up. There are now about the
same number formally associated with
the IWCA. But perhaps more important
than the groups is the support from

politically experienced but largely |

unaligned individuals that are beginning
to form branches of their own, This is
particularly important because the
IWCA is no longer actively seeking
political support among the anti-Labour
Left, but is now looking more to those

IWCA: The formation of the INCA has
established a political demarcation line
within the Left. The choice is pro Labour
or pro-working class. if having made
the correct choice, the logical next step
surely is to decide what you intend to do
about it. The groups that are anti-
Labour but also anti-IWCA are presum-
ably resigned to doing nothing about it
Certainly they can expect to do nothing
on their own

RA: So what do you think their prob-
lem is with the IWCA?

IWCA: These are the same elements
that have been whining about the sec-
tarianism on the Left for years, and
now their bluff has been called. The
published arguments against their
being involved appear to be aimed at
justifying to their own supporters the
benefits of their continued isolation.
They view the IWCA from the position
of what it can do for them rather than
what they might contribute to it.

'The formation of
the IWCA has
established a politi-
cal demarcation line
within the Left. The
choice is pro
Labour or pro-work-
ing class. Some,
while in theoretical
agreement, secretly
hope it will fail'

For some this mirrors exactly their atti-
tude to any working class struggle.
Others recognise the danger in testing
their ideas in practice. So while in for-
mal theoretical agreement with the
IWCA they find themselves secretly
hoping it will fail. They realise that the
success of the IWCA will spell the end
of the era of the sect. Given the chal-
lenge facing the working class not only
here but in Europe the position they
have adopted can only be regarded as
reactionary.

RA: Despite overcoming apparently

insurmountable obstacles the IWCA
was first out of the blocks only to
find that the SLP has stolen all the
anti-Labour headlines and limelight.
Is the prospect of being continually
overshadowed by the SLP not a
cause for concern?

IWCA: Not really. Remember the INCA
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reflect/channel the anger and interests
of the working class; the better to advise
the establishment that there will be a price
to be paid or kudos to be eamed by adopt-
ing this or that course of action. Their sole

cil with the same compassion and sympa-
thy as we would offer any Tory council in
point of view it is not what the Left in
Labour think they are doing, but what they
are actually doing that matters

Q

concept of working
class self determina-
tion. So, the IWCA is
determined to break
politically with
Labour and ultimate-
ly break Labour, be it
ialist, Militant or
ew'
RA: Are you saying the class
are not interested in the NHS etc?
IWCA: Of course not but while the work-
ing class generally are in favour of a first

class health service what the Left neglect
fo do is suggest a way in which the work-

all such Left schemes instantly impotent.
The IWCA approach will be to identify sit-
uations to the working class in which the
remedy lies in their own hands and which
is self evidently in their own interests. With
the issues apparent, initial door-to-door
canvassing of opinion would be conduct-
ed in order to find out what people want
and what they themselves are prepared to
contribute toward getting it. Once having
established the needs, the process would
then be repeated, this time advertising
and eliciting support for the methods
through which the needs might be met.

This is the distinction between intensive
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'In five years time
much of the welfare
state will have been
dismantled. And as

the establishment
abandons responsi-
bility for sections of

the population
socially, they will be
for as a conse-
quence to abandon

large sections of

urbﬁ?t:rus l-l
param police
apart - territorially'

RA: Can you expand on that point?
IWCA: Well, on the one hand they ide-

- alise the working class in their propagan-

da and if in reality they do not measure up,
they are contemptuously dismissed as
some lumpen aberration. This form of
schizophrenia is home of the fundamental
misunderstanding that to be working class
is an honourific term; an honour that
needs to be earmed rather than a fact of
life. So naturally according to their analy-
sis to qualify as a member of the working
class means having to meet some rather
strict politically correct criteria. Criteria
incidentally set down in tablets of stone by
the middle class left.

So, in having failed dismally to convince
the working class proper, this is an
attempt to square the circle by creating a

‘new working class. With themselves as

the most advanced elements. As the most
advanced elements it has fallen to them to
draw up a programme of principles for the
working class. And so it becomes a self
fulfiling prophecy and a recipe for failure.

RA: And you regard this failure as
inevitable?

IWCA: Yes because without the intimate
involvement of the working class the pro-
gramme drawn up will inevitably be ap
abstract formula. For it to work, reality and
the working class will have to adapt them-
selves 1o the programme and the formula.
And if they do not, the attitude will be, so
much the worse for the class and
reality. Don't take my word for it Look
around you. The Left have been doing this
for'50 years See any revolutions?
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saw the mass student movement of the

time as the band wagon to an indepen-

dent existence. They have been jump-

ing on and off band wagons ever since
* and have achieved nothing.

RA: But surely campaigning for
particular issues provides organisa-
tions with a focus and must be con-
sidered a legitimate form of activity?
IWCA: Fair enough, but for the most
part these campaigns have nothing to
do with the working class at all, nor do
(the Left) expect them to. And
because of their loyalty to Labour
them
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IWCA: In the first place ‘for whatever
reason’ is hardly an analysis on which
to base a strategy. We need to know
precisely the reasons in order to reme-
dy the situation.

Now it is true and hardly surprising
that on many issues the working class
appear to exhibit a right wing instinct
for, in the absence of the Left, the
working class has been bombarded
with right wing propaganda through the
media, on the terraces, on the estates,
for at least half a century. So the con-
sequence of the working class only
ever hearing one side of the argument,
is that inevitably the Right and the far-
Right have set the political agenda

RA: So are you saying that the Left
has had no contact with the working
class at all in this period?

IWCA: No I'm not. What I'm saying is
that the relative few from the working
class who actually make a conscious.
effort to go out of their way to find out
what the most advanced elements are
thinking, are often dismayed to discov-
er that the Left's revolutionary pro-
gramme reduced to the essentials
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‘The central purpose
of the IWCA is the
political re-conquest
of working class
areas by working
class ple.
Without this specific
goal, without this
social foundation,
radical change is
probable but pro-
gressive change is
inconceivable'

However, once the working class
move in pursuit of their own interests
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IWCA: As you point out this is an
ambition or goal to be pursued.
However circumstances are
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responsibility
for sections of the population socially,



o minus £152bn at the end of 1995,
Since spent
more than £3200bn - financed by pri-
vatisation, North Sea oil and increased

expendi-
ture. The majority of public expendi-
ture goes on social security - £770bn
in the last 17 years. The bill for unem-
ployment related benefit has risen
from £3bn to £17bn .
According to The Independent, “the
figures also make uncomfortable read-
ing for Labour politicians.” Bill
Martin, chief economist at City
investors UBS and adviser to the

Conservatives' failure 10 control pub-
lic spending would leave Labour with
an inheritance of budget deficits in
excess of 5% of national income by
the end of the century. To cut the gap
10 2.5% would require a rise of Tp in
the basic rate of income tax. Shadow
Chancellor Gordon Brown, though,
has always spelled out that Labour
would be the party of “low taxation”,

In a recent interview on Breakfast
With Frost Tony Blair dismissed any
calls for higher rate taxation for high
eamers “] don't believe that's the way
we need 1o go now. | don't believe
we're in a situation where you're
going to say to people some people are
doing very successfully, so we'll soak
the rich to give a few more pounds in
benefit to the badly off. The unem-
ployed need jobs, not a little extra
benefit.”

Economist David Walion at Goldman
Sachs has observed that if demands
for front-line public services grows at
least as fast as the economy.Blair's
solution to public sector borrowing
deficits is to seek to reverse this trend.
The logic is inescapable - the £770bn
spent on benefits is a drag anchor on
capital. The solution is either to fund
the public sector through increased
taxes - which Labour has explicitly
ruled out - or slash public expenditure.

In the US, Blair's political double,
President Clinton, has just passed a
Welfare Bill which cuts spending on
welfare by £36bn.Clinton's 1992 cam-
paign His pledge 10 “end welfare as
we know it" echoes the statements of
Labour in its run up to office,
Labour's new Social Security
spokesman Hemy MacLeish launched
a campaign recently for a crack-down
on national insurance fraud by accus-
ing government ministers of failing to
take tough enough action to protect
the public purse from criminals.
Clinton's message to the unemployed
was, in the words of a Daily Telegraph
writer, "work or starve”, Blair's poli-
cies are the same.

In July, Labour published its “New
Labour, New Life for Britain” mani-
festo,which talked of setting a tough
target for low inflation. “Money",
according to Labour “is being wasted
on the bills of failure, unemployment
and social decay.” The manifesto
pledges to reduce taxes for ordinary
families. Commenting on Clinton's
Welfare Bill, The Telegraph noted “a
growing mood of zero tolerance

For
that
of his

ris
class. Now, like

Zero
Tolerance

rs the Left has perpetuated the myth
ressive and

linton, Blair makes no secret

icies - for an end to welfare and for the

ro-working

criminalisation of the poor. But what Labour
represents maybe something more sinister than
has yet been conceded.

lows:

1. Every young person (o continue in
education after 16. As Gordon Brown
has made clear, there are no plans 10
extend Income Support entitlement 1o
16 year olds, and plans in place to
reduce entitlement to Child Benefit.
Young people therefore would contin-
ue on at school because they had no
choice.

2. Every young person to be in a job
or training.

3. Young people to join environment
task forces to ‘improve neighbour-
hoods’ to be paid a weekly wage (ben-

“Since the size of the inmate
private operators, they

efit plus a fixed sum) for 6 months.

In their book “The Blair Revolution”
Labour Party advisers Peter
Mandelson and Roger Liddle spell the
logic of all this clearly: “We live in a
world of mobile capital. Multinational
companies have a vast amay of choic-
s as 10 where they locate new invest-
ment. As a result of the globalisation
of financial markets they can raise
money in New York, London and
Paris for expansion in India,
Singapore or Taiwan. But whereas
capital is mobile, labour is much less
50. Decisions about where new invest-
ment is made are primarily determined
by the skills and attributes of the local
population”. The book's recipe for this
is a combination of “in in

among middle class taxpayers d:

those less fortunate than themselves™.
The Labour manifesto bases its poli-
cies on the propagation of such zero
tolerance here,

The 2 main policies spelt out in the
manifesto are |) cutting youth and long
term unemployment and 2) 10 be
tough on crime and - yawn - tough on
the causes of crime. The Manifesto
states “Labour will offer a new deal to
a lost generation. We will get 250,000
under-25 year olds off benefit and into
work™ In dewsil, the polidies ate ki fol-

skill” and “pay restraint”. Britain will
attract investment capital under Blair
through the creation of a high-skill
low-wage workforce to compete with
the expanding Asian economies.
Welfare spending therefore is out. “h
is mot right that some people should
collect the dole, live on the black
economy, and then refuse o co-oper-
ate with society's efforts 10 re-inte-
grale them into the labour market...In
circumstances where new opportunity
is, being offered and refused, there

should be no absolute entitlement to
continued receipt of full social securi-
ty benefits...childless young people
who are of sound body and mind can-
not expect 1o continue to receive full
benefit if they decide not to take up
these new opportunities” (Just to
remind ourselves-a chance to ‘join an
environmental taskforce and be paid a
weekly wage-benefit plus a fixed sum
= for 6 months”).

“Such a tough discipline is necessary
to demonstrate the seriousness of the
governments efforts to break the cul-
ture of hopelessness, idleness and cyn-

icism which a concentration of high
unemployment has bred in many
estates throughout Britain where a
generation has been brought up on the
dole™ As in Clinton's US- Work or
Starve,

The “tough discipline” Mandelson
writes about manifests itself in the
other main part of Labour's “New Life
For Britain" policy - ‘tough on crime’.
The policy deserves to be quoted at
length. "Criminals should be punished
with sentences that fit the crime. We
need a new approach to tackling youth
crime. Too many young thugs think
they have a licence to commit more
crimes, We propose fast track punish-
ment for persistent young offenders by
halving the time it takes between
amrest and sentencing. Only | in 50
crimes ever leads to a conviction. That
is not good enough. We will reform
the criminal justice system to improve
conviction rates”.

In August 1995 The New York Times
reported “The prison business has
become one of the fastest growing
industries in the nation. Prison costs
are the fastest growing budgetary it>m
for many government agencies as the
number of inmates held by federal,
state and local governments has
tripled over the past 2 decades (o 1.5

million”. The US corrections business
is a $30bn industry, of which the pri-
vate sector has a 30% share. The
Federal Bureau of Prison Industries
counted over $404 m in sales of
prison-made products in 1993 alone.
As criminologist David Scicher, writ-
ing in The Los Angeles Times
observed, “Since the size of the
inmate population determines the
income of the private operators, they
(prison industry and the state) have a
vested interest in keeping the facilities
full” Profit is derived from the gaoling
and warchousing of slave labour,
human beings reduced to commaodities

porulaﬂon determines the income of the
(m‘lm ndustry and the state) have a vested

interest in keeping the facilities full”

in the name of criminal justice,

The magazine Rap Pages wrote in
June 1996 on the status of Black
Americans today.

“In today’s hysterical social climate,
apathy to changing politics is a luxury
Black Americans do not have. The
1994 Federal Crime Bill (which allo-
cated $10bn for prison construction),
three-strikes legislation, unemploy-
ment stemming from systemic racism,
all serve as evidence that today we are
the undesirables that America consid-
ers a thom in its side. It also stands to
reason that the ongoing reduction and
elimination of federally funded social
benefits and welfare programs is being
done to force or manoeuvre the depen-
dent non-working elements of society
into a criminal class...thereby ensuring
a steady and reliable source of prison
labour for the rapidly growing prisons
for profit enterprises. In a chilling
precedent, the stratagem of ‘prisons
for profit’ and covert genocide was
nearly perfected by Adolph Hitler in
Nazi Germany",

In the UK, substitute Blair's fast track
conviction policy for 3 strikes legisla-
tion, and for black youth in the US,
read working class youth in general .

Like Clinton, Blaiz has .made no

secret of his policies - for an end w0

welfare and for the criminalisation of
the poor. For years the left has perpet-

1. “As a test of an unemployed per-
son's willingness o work, 1 am in
favour of introducing a scheme similar
to the ‘workfare’ system operated in
certain states of the USA. The system
is that all welfare benefits, except in
the case of the old, sick or disabled,
are given in return for work...The
scheme has 2 benefits; one is that it is
good for the self-respect of those
involved; the other is that it discour-
ages welfare spongers by demonstrat-
ing 1o everyone that there is no ‘free
ride’ - no-one can get something for
nothing." .

2. "It is mot right that some people
should collect the dole, live on the
black economy, and refuse (o co-oper-
ate with society’s efforts to re-inte-
grate them into the labour market. In
circumstances where new opportunity
is being offered and refused, there
should be no absolute entitlement 1o
benefits”

3. “The response (o inner city deteri-

oration is yet more promises of open
cheques, bearing the signature of the
taxpayer...Pious speeches against
mounting crime are a weekly ritual,
while those making them know in
their bones that, within the limits of
what is ‘acceptable’ policy, nothing
will be done or can be done to reverse
the trend” -

4. “New Labour should be clear that
it stands on the side of justice, which
has become a tattered concept in mod-
ern society at all social levels, New
Labour needs 1o be tough and clear...in
a comprehensive policy to 1) improve
the effectiveness of the police, so they
catch criminals. The issue is not just
the need for more bobbies on the beat
but how the police best organise them-
selves 1o exploit technological
advance.2) to increase the likelihood
of conviction in the courts and,
through reform of our criminal justice
procedures, reduce the number of
technical acquittals...”

Quotes 1&3 are from John Tyndall,
quotes 2&4 are from Peter
Mandelson's 'Blair Revolution’,

In its attitude to the welfare state and
its proposals for the criminalisation of
poverty as a means of dismantling the
welfare state, Labour stands shoulder
to shoulder with the BNP. It has iden-
tified the same problems and hit upon
the same solutions. The only differ-
ence is - Labour is likely to form the
next government. Given that its poli-
cies are based on the need to disman-
tle the costs of social provision for the
unemployed, the use of forced labour
to bring down wages (tipping the bal-
ance in favour of the labour market
outsiders against the insiders and
thereby increasing the general pres-
sure for responsibility in pay levels”
as Mandelson puts it) in the cause of a
cost effective, high-skill low-wage
labour market, it is a fair bet that its
remaining policies will be as far 1o the
right

Red Action's response to the BNP
in our communities is well known -
zero tolerance.

Labour now stands for the same
aims in relation to the poorest and
most disenfranchised of our class,
Given Labour’s greater cohesion as
a political force, can it any longer
remain the case that Labour and its
activists should be treated different.
Iy from other right wing anti-work-
ing class organisations that try to
win working class people to ideas
and policies that are directly against
their ewn class interests?
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The coach was boring and the femry crossing
and to my surprise the terminal in Belfast was

The first thing that struck me as | walked down
the Falls Road was the overwhelming friendli-
ness of the people, taxi drivers wave hello 1o
their mates in the street, shopkeepers share a
joke with passers-by, even as a complete
(English) stranger, people were happy 1o give a
smile and say hello. It seemed remarkable that
amidst all the poverty, neglect and oppression
that people were able 1o treat neighbours and
strangers alike in such a generous way.

Perhaps the most lasting impression | gained
from the weekend was the huge sense of com-
munity. Working class people with a great sense

<| of pride, common history and shared goals are

bound together in the struggle for Irish freedom.
| was amazed at the sheer generosity and kind-

PSS W L
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st o g o
so much for so long were able 1o drink,
chat and share a joke with me. i

For everyone in West Belfust the political strug-
gle is part of their everyday lives, they can’t
walk out of their front doors without realising it
- from the wall murals 1o the security force
harassment, to the discrimination in housing and
employment, the people of West Belfast lead
highly politicised lives.

A prison visit was arranged for Saturday after-
noon and | travelled towards Lisburn and the
infamous Long Kesh. I have to admit to feeling
slightly nervous about meeting someone who
had spent a great part of his life detained by an
occupying force, what could he possibly have to
say to someone like me? Again | was taken
aback by the openness, kindness and generosity
of the Irish people. Here was a man serving 17
years for trying to rid his country of its invaders,
a man who had seen his friends and family
harassed, tortured and murdered by the British
state, yet he was genuinely happy to speak 1o an
interested young bloke from England on a one-
to-one personal level.

He seemed special 1o me, his commitment and
courage remarkable, but the more people | met
in West Belfast, the more | realised that he was
no different 1o the hundreds of other Volunteers
involved in the armed struggle. | asked him if he
had any plans for when he got out, maybe a hol-
iday? His reply was “If the armed struggle is still
going on, I'll get back involved with that”.
This is from a man who has spent years of his
life locked up. It made me wonder how the
British state can hope 1o kill the will of these

resolve for freedom they only strengthen it. It is
this simple fact that the British state still fails to

recognise.

It is not only committed individuals that keep
up the fight, it is the whole community, This was
made clear in no uncertain terms on the Sunday
march and rally,
Ihh-l-dmmﬂmclmnypnd
MMMMMMM.
preferring to make the point in less obvious but

more effective ways, so | was slightly uncom- about

fortable, milling about at the starting point of a
public march. However, it soon became clear
that this was not your typical English lefty
march. Instead of the usual gaggle of hippies,
students, middle class liberals, there were nor-
mal, everyday people - mums with pushchairs,
old men, young couples, toddlers, teenagers, just
about every section of the West Belfast commu-
ﬂywmdnldqmlmia
sight.

As the march progressed towards the town cen-

further of how much behind the struggle the
whole community is,

The English Troops Out movement delegates,
made up of the usual middle class intellectuals,
trade unionists and Labour Party gobshites stood
in obvious contrast 1o the RA members from
England and Scotland who chatted and mingled
version of the revolution, but listening and learn-
ing from people who know what struggle is

As the speakers addressed the thousands of peo-
ple assembled outside the town hall, I felt part of
something great. The Union Jack waved atop the
building, but below thousands upon thousands
of people waved the flag of the Republic with
defiance and pride, and | knew that the days of
British rule were numbered.

At the end of the weekend, it was difficult 10
have 1o leave Belfast and retrn home, but |
retuned full of hope, hope for the future of
Ireland, knowing that the commitment to and
support for the armed struggle is as strong as it
ever was and hopeful that some day the sense of
community, determination, pride and generosity
will unite people in some of our inner cities.

ost members of RA and/or
lar readers of this particu-
lar publication would be circumspect
(1o say the least) about accepting an
invitation to attend a conference
organised by the SWP. But to cut a
long story short, in the imterests of
socialist non-sectarianism and inde-
pendent research | attended Marxism
‘96 in London,
However, | think it is important to be
honest at this point. I did have certain
jons about the nature of
the SWP, its organisational structure
and membership. These impressions

| were derived principally from contact

I had had with our Trotskyist “com-
rades” locally, Frankly, 1 was unim-
pressed. Nevertheless, on the other
hand | had encountered individual
members who were doubfless com-
mitted in their adherence to Marxist
ideas, and who conducted themselves
in a reasonably disciplined and prin-
cipled fashion. So the impression was
essentially negative, although accom-
panied by the belief that some mem-
bers were perhaps misguided rather
than malevolent.

My interest in attending the confer-
ence revolved around wishing to
atiend “debates” on a number of par-
ticular issues which are of central
importance to those claiming to occu-
Py “the left” in Britain, These are the
issues of Ireland and Anti-Fascism. It
is in relation to these two areas that
one can discover most about the
nature and purpose of a “revolution-
ary"™ Marxist organisation in the con-
lemporary political climate.

It is, of course, beyond the scope of
this brief report to enter into a full-
scale theoretical evaluation of what
took place at these meetings.
Nevertheless, even from the the most
cursory appraisal of what was said, it
is possible to identify and highlight
the most fundamental contradiction
which exists within the SWP - that is

SWP Conference '96:
A contradiction

the contradiction between theory and
practice,

We might begin with Ireland. The
SWP naturally wants to see a social-
ist republic in Ireland (most speakers
made the appropriate deferential
noises about Connolly). All this is
fine. However, the critical difficulty
resides in how exactly we move the
situation forward in the present cir-
cumstances,

According to Shaun Doherty, the
Republican Movement have got it
hopelessly wrong. He argued that
“the Republican strategy is totally
bankrupt”, a “disaster”, and went on,
“I believe that the Provisionals are
totally and utterly bankrupt, political-
ly and militarily". And according 10
Chris Bambery, "bombing Britain is
not carrylng the struggle forward one
iota”, moreover “the idea that there is
a war in lreland is just moralistic
nonsense. This isn't Algeria, this isn't
Zimbabwe".

Well, full marks for geography. But
what precisely is the aliernative 10
armed resistance in the face of British
intransigence and Unionist bigotry?.
Of course for the SWP the answer is
to win over the Protestant working
class for socialism. Once again a
laudable objective, but a tad difficult
to achieve in practice! Certainly,
respective speakers and contributors
could supply precious little evidence
of progress on the ground - most con-
tented themselves with ritualistic ref-
erences 10 cross community collabo-
ration in the -1930s, accompanied by
an almost messianic belief in the

growth of Protestant working class
consciousness, Perhaps, like Militant,
some members of the SWP have been
seduced by the facile (“radical”)
rhetoric of the fringe loyalist parties.
The problem is not just one of analy-
sis i.e. whether and to what extent
support  should be offered the
Republican Movement. Of course the
Republican Movement is not immune
from principled criticism from the
left. Bernadette McAliskey's critique
is evidence of that, and points made
about the inadequacy of the so-called
“pan-Nationalist Front” and the vari-
ous diplomatic initistives are legiti-
mate.

The difficulty is more basic than that
as far as the SWP is concerned. Put
very simply, the SWP's criticisms
would have far more resonance if
they themselves possessed some
degree of credibility as an organisa-
tion.

The SWP's “involvement”, as far as
Ireland is concerned, has been mar-
ginal and inconsequential 1o say the
least. To put it bluntly, nobody takes
them seriously. And if we ask our-
selves why this is the case we imme-
diately retumn to the contradiction
between theory and practice. And we
can illustrate this very point with ref-
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have shat on you for 50, 60, 70 years
and we want to continue to do it™,
Fair point you might say. But what
precisely has the SWP ever done to
halt an Orange parade? The SWP
(ANL) was given a perfect opportu-
nity to display its fervent hostility to
such marches when the Apprentice
Boys of Derry marched in central
London a couple of months ago. The
response, however, was a few sad and
sorry lollipops - hardly enough 1o
deter the assembled Orangemen. The
real business of confronting the big-
ots took place elsewhere on that day.
The same tensions become still more
apparent with regard to Anti Fascist
activities. The SWP wants to see the
eradication of Fascism in Britain and
vehemently opposes all Fascist
organisations. i
So far, so good. Bur how, exactly,
does a militant anti-Fascist set about
“smashing” Fascism in practice?.
Letters, petitions, ions are
all very well but the fact is that, given
the dynamics of Fascist ideology,
they have to be confronted physical-
ly. And to their credit the SWP/ANL
acknowledge this. The problem again

of their organisers/stewards during
the march on BNP HQ at Welling.
After weeks of talking about tearing
down the BNP office “brick by brick™
they were forced into tumning back
the crowds (especially black youths)
away from the police who had, pre-
dictably, barricaded the road.

Without the means of practical
application revolutionary ideas
become, at best, pious aspirations. At
worst it invites ridicule. Quite clearly
the attitude of ordinary people to the
SWP (and similar groups). ranges
from indifference 1o derision.
Primarily this stems from a failure of
praxis.

However, having said this much it
also has to be pointed out that if a
group is genuinely seeking to attract
working class members it should (as
far as possible) be an indigenous part
of that community.

Here also the SWP evidently fails
(more Social Workers' Party, rather
than Socialist Workers'!). 1 got the
distinct impression that for many of
the (albeit well-intentioned) activists
at the meetings a trip to a council
estate would be something of a novel
experience, almost an anthropologi-
cal research exercise. This is not to
subscribe to some kind of simplistic
workerism. But rather than engaging
in lofty debates about the abolition of
wage slavery, conducted in an atmos-
phere something akin to Woodstock,
it might be more productive 1o be
involved in an organisation which is
able to achieve its (perhaps more lim-
ited) objectives.

In the struggle to create the condi-
tions for socialist transcendence it is
clearly far better t0 have a much
smaller organisation rooted in, and |
orientated toward, local working
class communities, and which can
cam the respect of the people it is
attempting to attract. After all, talk is
cheap.




After ‘extended leave’ Red Action
from West Belfast, M. Collins. In

welcomes back our reporter
this issue he examines the lat-
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Gallagher (who had taken over as
Chief of Staff) was the legitimate
Chief of Staff and set about forming
his own ‘faction’ of the INLA, the
‘GHQ Staff".
His first task was (o remove Gino
Gallagher from the scene and this
was implemented when Gallagher
was shot dead in the Falls Road dole
office in January. Perhaps with
Gallagher's murder Torney believed
he could coerce and bully his way
back into the leadership of the INLA
but the death of one of his associates,
* John Fennell, in Bundoran showed
him it was not to be,

John Fennell was alleged to have told
his INLA interrogaters that Tormey
had entered into an alliance with a
North Belfast drugs dealer to get rid
of Gino Gallagher. This is quite pos-
sible as Gallagher's name had been
openly linked with Direct Action
Against Drugs since his death.
D.A.A.D. have claimed responsibility
for the execution of seven alleged
drug dealers starting in April 1995
with the shooting of Micky Mooney
in a Belfast bar and ending in January
1996 with the shooting of lan Lyons
in Lurgan.

Fennell was further alleged to have
admitted that it was he who passed
money to the North Belfast drugs
dealer after the shooting of Gallagher,
before being beaten to death with
breeze blocks,

The next attack by the INLA did in
fact take place in North Belfast but
went tragically wrong when nine-
year-old Barbara McAlorum was shot
dead in her parents house. It would
appear that the target of the attack
was Barbara's older brother, Kevin,
who was later caught by the RUC
travelling in a car with a loaded hand-
gun,

Since that time there had been quite a
number of attacks on IRSP members
by Torney, McCleery or both (Sean
Braniff, who jumped bail with Torney
and McCleary, ok no part in these
attacks as he and two other men had
been arrested and jailed on a charge
of stealing shotguns from a house
outside Belfast. This charge was later
dropped by the RUC and Braniff
waived his right to appeal against an
extradition order fo the 26 Counties;
he was returned the next day).

Although no members of the IRSP
were killed in the attacks launched by
Tomey and McCleery it wasn't for
the want of trying by both men. Time
and again they were reported as being
the actual gunmen afier the attack and

leader Billy Wright.

on at least one occasion Desi
McCleery actually called the victim
by name before opening fire on him.
After each attack these two would
disappear for a while before emerg-
ing 1o carry out another attack, but
time was running out for one of them.
Desi McCleery decided to take his
German Girlfriend into Belfast City
Centre for a meal in May 1996. It was
o be his last meal. As be and his
Girlfriend were sitting in the
they

packed restaurant and shot McClery
dead. Witnesses reported that the
gunman had acted calmly, even
returning briefly 1o wipe his prints
from a door handle. In its statement
claiming responsibility for the shoot-
ing, the INLA claimed that McCleery
was an MIS agent who had gone into
Belfast City Centre that day for a
meeting with his MIS handlers. They
also ordered that McCleery's
Girlfriend leave Ireland or face the
same form of retribution.

At McCleery's funeral a few days
later, in an act of open defiance, his
girlfriend led the mourners. Torney
also showed-up disguised in a grey
wig and glasses to carry the coffin of
his associate along with Desi's broth-
er who had been released from prison
where he is being held on a gun
charge, the same gun charge, inciden-
tally, as that of Barbara McAlorum's
older brother.

On June 9th the INLA shot dead Fra
Shannon in Turf Lodge. When shot,
Shannon was wearing a bullet-proof
vesl, a grey wig and glasses,
Rumours abounded all night and into
the following day that the INLA had
finally caught up with Tomney; the
RUC even got in touch with a relative
of Torney's to have him identify the
body. Fra Shannon had been a mem-
ber of the guard of honour at both
John Fennell's and Desi McCleery's
funerals,

Torney emerged from the shadows
again on another murder mission in
the Newbarnsley area of West
Belfust. Sean McEvoy was leaving a
friend’s house when Tomey stepped
from a nearby alleyway holding an
automatic rifle. He fired on McEvoy
hitting him in the legs, when he fell
Torney ran towards him, hitting him
in the chest and neck, Afier firing
over a dozen rounds he escaped in a

find no-one was in. The rounds that
were to finally kill Tomey eventually
had to come from the weapons of for-
mer comrades. His unwillingness to
relinquish the power he once held
within the INLA, and the belief that
he could wrest that power back at the
point of a gun was his final downfall,

Was Torney working for MIS? Was
Desi McCleery working for MIS?
Some of their former comrades
believe they were, others deny it
vehemently. One thing is for sure,
those who take up weapons against
comrades for personal gain are, with-
out a doubt, working for the enemy. It
has long been known that the British
seize on such ‘feuds’ to gain political
mileage while the ‘security forces’ sit
back and allow ‘figurcheads’ 10 be
removed from both sides.

The INLA have said their problems
are now soried and many people
believe that the death of ‘Cueball’
Torney has ended this ‘feud’ : 1 only
haope they are right. At a time when
there is much work to be done in our
country no-one wants to see Irishmen
die at the hands of Irishmen,

ILLY'

an Paisley of the Democratic
IUnl:misl Party and David Trimble

of the Ulster Unionist Party have
demanded that the fringe loyalist par-
ties of the Progressive Unionist Party
(who represent the UVF) and the
Ulster Democratic Party (who repre-
sent the UDA/UFF) should be barred
from the ‘All Party Peace Talks'
unless the death threat against
Portadown loyalist Billy Wright, also
known as King Rat, is.lifted.
Paisley and Trimble have declared
they will never sit down with the rep-
resentatives of ‘lerrorists’ ie. Sinn

ey
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cry if the IRA had shot a British
soldier or RUC man in the six

Combined Loyalist Military
Command denied auy involve-
ment.

Now we are greeted with the
spectacle of 'King Rat” sharing
& public platform with none
other than the DUP's singing
Reverend Willie McCrea.
Willie says he was there w0
defend Wright's freedom of
speech. Nice-one Willie. What will
you be defending next, his freedom to
shoot Catholic women in Mobile

shops? The crass hypocrisy of

Trimble, who met with King Rat dur-
ing the Drumcree siege, and Paisley,
who allows Party Ministers to share a
platform with him, shows that their
reluctance o sit down with Sinn Fein
has a blatamt sectarian motive rather
than any political motive

Billy Wright's Mid-Ulster Brigade of
the UVF has been responsible for the
murders of forty-two people since
1989...

14.2.89-John  Davey, shot in the
laneway of his home in Maghera, Co
Derry: 29.11.89-Liam Ryan (39) and
Michael Devlin (33), gunned down in a
bar near Coagh, Co. Tyrone; 7.1.90
Martin Byrne, taxi driver shot in his car
near Lurgan, Co. Armagh; 7.3.90-Sam
Marshall (31), shot from a passing car
in Lurgan, Co. Armagh; 4.6.90-Patrick
Boyle (60), shot at his home near
Loughall, Co. Armagh; 6.10.90-Denis
Carville (19), shot beside his girlfriend
in a car at Lough Neagh, outside
Lurgan; 24.10.90-Francis Hughes (61),
taxi driver found shot dead in his burnt-
out car near Moy, Co, Tyrone; 26.10.90-
Thomas Casey (57), Sinn Fein member
shot near Cookstown, Co. Tyrone;
8.11.90-Malacht Mclvor (43), shot near
North St., Stewartstown, Co. Tyrone;
5.1.91-Gervase Lynch (26), shot at his
parents home at Magheralin, Co. Down;
3391-John Quinn (23), Dwayne
O'Donnell (17), Malcolm Nugent (20)
and Thomas Armstrong (50), murdered
at a pub at Cappagh, Co. Tyrone;
28.3.91-Eileen Duffy (19), Katrina
Rennie (16) and Brian Frizzell (29),
shot in a mobile shop in Craigavon;
25.1091-Sean  Angerson, former
Republican prisoner shot while driving
his car in Pomeroy, Co, Tyrone;
19.11.91-Desmond Rogers (54), Fergus
Magee (28) and John Lavery (27), shot
while leaving Hyster factory in a car
near Lurgan, Co. Armagh; 3.1.92-Kevin
McKeamney (32) and John McKeamney
(69), shot at their butchers shop in Moy,
Co. Tyrone; 4.3.92-James Gray (39),
shot by a sniper while driving his lorry
near Portadown, Co. Armagh; 29.3.92-
Terence McConville (43), shot at his
home in Portadown. Co, Armagh;
1.4.92-Peter McClements (43), alleged
informer shot in his Lurgan  home:
7.9.92-Charles Fox (63) and Theresa

their shop near Dungannon, Co.

Tyrone; 28.1.93-Martin MnNamee
(25), killed by a booby-trap near
Cookstown Co, Tyrone; 2.2.93-Eugene
Martin (28), shot at his Ballyronan
home, Co. Tyrone; 11.2.93-Thomas
Molloy (32), shot at his home near
Loughall, Co. Armagh; 28.1093.-
Brothers Gerard Cairns (22), and Rory
Caims (18), Shot dead at their home in
Bleary, Co. Armagh; 11.3.94-Francis
Brown (37), lilled in an explosion in
Portadown; 8.3.94-Rose Ann Mallon
(72), shot dead at her sister-in-law's
house outside Dungannon; 18.3.94-
Gavin McShane (17), from Keady, mur-
dered in an Armagh taxi depot; 19.3.94-
Shane McArdle (17), from Markethill,
died from his wounds from the Armagh
taxi depot attack; 7.8.94-Kathleen
OHagan (38), pregnant mother of five,
shot dead at her home near Omagh
This catalogue of murder stands as a
testament to Billy Wright's freedom
of speech. The RUC arvested Wright
suspecting that he in his role of ‘King
Rat" was personally responsible for
many of these murders, including the
attack in Craigavon where two
teenage girls and a male customer
were murdered in a mobile shop
Wright and his Henchmen murdered
regardless of age, gender and even
creed, John Lavery* who was one of
three people shot dead leaving the
Hyster Factory in Lurgan on Nov.
19th 1991, was a Protestant.'King
Rat’s’ answer to this would have been
“served him right for being with the
Fenian Bastards"

Billy Wright has shown that he does
have some support in his home town,
but for the CLMC 10 back-down from
their death threat would open the
floodgates to other rencgades and
lead to a total collapse of discipline
and control within the three loyalist
organisations forming the CLMC,

Wright is still strutting around
Portadown wearing his ‘Mid-Ulster
Brigade UVF, simply the best' t-shirt
and accompanied by his tattooed
minders. To his supporters he is a
local hero but the latest graffiti on a
Shankhill Road gable “You won't go
down a martyr, Billy Wright, you
murdering Portadown bastard” shows
that many more loyalists see him as a
cancer that has to be cut out




event of the last 30 years. This is all
of the familiar religious-style Militant mix-
ture of triumphalism and sectarianism with
which they greet any event.
Unintentionally, however, Taffe is amusing as
his 'analysis’ of the political events of the last 3
decades descends into passages that would not
be out of place in Alice in Wonderland. The
removal of Ted Grant from Militant's history
being one of the funniest. The only mentions
that the erstwhile leader gets, apant from when
he is being listed as a speaker at one of
Miitant's interminable mectings, is when Taffe
slags him off near the end of the book. Compare
and contrast these two statements about Grant
and guess which is from 1988 and which from
1996, “Ted Grant, who at the time was - and
still remains - the theoretician and principal
leader of Trotskyism in Britain." "Despite his
found wanting, particularly in the rapidly
changing circumstances of the 1980's...it had
been evident for some time that his best days,
particularly on the public platform, were behind
him.” Surely some mistake! The first quote is
from the fantasising book ‘Liverpool: A city that
dared to fight.'

The most noticeable aspect of the book is
Taffe's total inability to face up to reality or tell
the truth about anything. The main tenet of
Militant's politics since its inception, until
1992, has been the necessity for "socialists” to
be in the Labour Party, Continually, throughout
the book, Taffe is obsessed about resolutions
passed at Labour Party meetings and the ‘victo-
ries’ of the left. For instance, a Militant spon-
sored resolution passed by the 1972 Labour
conference calling on the Labour Party execu-
tive "to formulate a socialist plan of production
based on public ownership, with minimum
compensation, of the commanding heights of
the economy,” is described by Taffe as a huge
shift owards the left.

or failures are presented as having been due to
the right wing of the Labour Party and trade

point of emphasising how unsectarian they
were, but as anyone who has ever come across
Militant knows, they have always been the sec-
tarian's sectarians. They argued for decades that
to be outside the Labour Party was 1o be outside
the working class movement, even while that
very party was in government doing its best to
destroy working class living standards. They
paid little or no attention to anything that hap-
pened in Britain unless it happened under the
auspices of the Labour Party.

Taffe tries to present Militant as being a revo-
lutionary group that just happened to be within
the Labour Party, however they spent their
whole time denying to be anything other than
loyal members who were more left wing than
the leadership. Militant continually asserted
that socialism could be brought about in Britain
via a bill in parliament that would nationalise
the top 250 monopolies. In reply to the threat-
ened expulsion of their editorial board in 1982,
Militant stated: “We support the basic socialist

e

on the basis of proven need...We also support
those Labour party members who strive 1o
transform the party into a fighting organisation
for the working class.” So even now whilst they
are a separate organisation, they are still willing
10 sow illusions in the Labour Party,

Militant's record on the Labour Party as out-
lined in the book is more than enough to cast
them beyond the pale but they have an even sor-
rier record on Ireland which has always been
the litmus test for revolutionaries in Britain, A
test which just about all of them, especially
Militant, have failed. Right from the beginning,
Militant placed all its hopes behind the Labour
Party in the six counties and vague calls for
unity in action of Protestants and Catholics.
Taffe quotes with approval a bulletin from

*' populstion snd wete thet was

Derry Labour "l--u. v d-
the ‘ solution to the rule of
e o T B i
profit and interest.” A

While ignoring the fact that it was the Loyalist

‘ terrorising
Nationalists, Militant could call, with a straight
face, for "Common action through a joint
defence committee." Militant has
blamed the IRA for the situation in the six coun-
ties while ignoring the role of the British state
and calling for unity between Catholics and
Protestants. For instance, Militant writing about
the H-Block Hunger Strikes, could say: "H-
Block, like all aspects of repression, is really a
class question. But if the labour movement does
not take it up it will be championed by bigots
who will wm it into a sectariap issue.” No
prizes for guessing who the bigots were.
Militant's ‘solution’ 1o the crisir, was "a review
conducted by the labour movement of the cases
of all those convicted on offences arising out of
the Troubles. On the basis of such a review, the
movement should itself decide who should be
designated as a political prisoner, so as to cam-
paign for that person's release.” Not only is this
statement deeply offensive in that it denigrates
those who died fighting for Ireland's freedom
but it is also ludicrous and pathetic. Just 1o
make sure we get the point, Taffe writes that the
hunger strikers’ deaths “...in turn led 1o an inten-
sification of sectarian divisions,”

There really is no hope for anyone who can
believe rubbish like this and yet it should be no
surprise in the light of an organisation that was
wedded 10 the state's second eleven for so long.
Equally grotesque is its championing of Billy
Hutchinson (PUP/UVF) as a socialist. But then
given the nature of Militant’s own ‘socialism’, it
is at least consistent. In Militant's vocabulary,
similar to that of the state and the Labour Party,
‘Sectarianism’ only seems to apply to
Republicans.

mo longer a major force in 'Left’ politics.
Nmﬂhynhmtmhpu.-&cy
claim. In fact, they have only gained the coun-
cil seats they have, precisely because they are
seen as a continuation of ‘old Labour. At the
end of the day, their politics are the same as
uhen&und'l’hﬂenlupthwpnimimh
1964. They still want to be part of the ‘move-
m‘.unylullmnluclmed.wmey
still believe that Militant's ideas, according to
Taffe, “will be embraced by tens of thousands,
then by hundreds of thousands and millions.”

And You Think
We're
Paranoid?

""Big Brother: Britain's web of
Surveillance and the New
Technological Order"
Simon Davies

ince the late 1970s there has

been a continual growth in

police and state powers of
arrest, telephone tapping and detain-
ment etc. Much of this was first pio-
neered in the Six Counties in the
carly 1970s and then perfected during
the 1984/85 Miners' Strike but this is
all fairly mild compared to how
things have developed since. The
Criminal Justice Act, amongst other
acts allows the police to do much as
they please in questioning people and
cordoning off areas,

In parallel to the role of the police,
the privatisation of security has

playback. Add to this the massive
amount of private security guards
who are around, the imminent intro-
duction of "voluntary” Identity Cards
and the spiralling number of ways to
shop your meighbours for crime,
social security fraud and playing loud
music, and you've got a recipe for a

nascent authoritarian culture and
state,

What should be most surprising is
the lack of any dissent from what is
happening. The press reports CCTV
as 4 positive force in the fight against
crime and in the recent coverage of
ID cards is only concerned with
whether the Union Jack will be on it
or the EEC symbol rather than is it a
good thing or not.

All the major political parties are in
general agreement and in fact we're
continually being treated to the spec-
tacle of Labour and Tories leapfrog-
ging cach other in their proposed
measures over who's toughest on
crime and unruly pupils.

The Left, as usual has nothing to say
on this issue and no one would listen
to them if they did. Even groups such
as Liberty don't appear to have much
1o say on the subject. This is partly
due 1o their inability 10 see things in
political overview and partly because
many of the measures won't impact
on their middle class sensibilities. So

extra powers the friendly local bobby
now has (or his new toy, CS spray).
A good example of this type of
thinking is reflected in a recent book
by Simon Davies, a member of some-
thing called Privacy Intemational and
recently seen on television attacking

the Government's new ID card, "Big

Brother:  Britain's web of
Surveillance and the New
Technological Order”. The book
itself is actually quite good in that it
details the myriad of ways the state
has, or will have, of keeping tabs on
us. Davies' thesis is that the growth of
compuler technology allows, or will
do in the near future, the state to con-
tralise information from a wide vari-
ety of previously unconnected
sources. This includes information
from DNA tests, our various social
security and health numbers, police
records, driving licence numbers, eic.
The aim of the government is o
match information from different
sources about the same individual
and spot discrepancies such as some-
one claiming benefit in more than one
area or getting a grant from one coun-
cil while claiming benefit from
another.

The professed purpose of this is to
cut down on fraud but a longer term
agenda can also be seen behind it;
that of building up profiles of indi-
viduals and keeping tabs on them.

If ID cards are what is in store for us
in the future then Close Circuit
Television (CCTV) is already an
everyday reality. The connecting link
between such diverse places as
Liverpool, Glasgow, Kings Lynn,
Bromley and Boumemouth is that
they all have extensive CCTV net-
works in their city centres dnd inner
city areas.

According to the Home Office, 95%
of all councils are also considering
inroducing CCTV. This is hardly
surprising as surveillance cameras are
being touted by the Home Office as a
relatively cheap way of cutting crime
in shopping and related areas and so
drawing people back into town and
city centres. They are also big busi-
ness with the total spent on CCTV in
Britain so far being an estimated
£300 million, representing another
big payout for private security firms
and no doubt numerous local council
officials,

Despite the big incentive for intro-
ducing CCTV being its apparent suc-
cess in cutting crime, most of the
independent (ie. not Home Office or
police) evidence is that crime is not
cut but only displaced 1o another area.
In a report for the Home Office, Jason
Ditton of the Scottish Centre for

any direc.
tion they want. Moreover, as Davies
puts it, “the system can routinely
track leﬁnhnihqm

as the subject moves out of range.
The fields of the cameras intersect, so
that no one can escape their gaze.
System operators and police often
follow ‘persons of interest' (Do you
feel your ears burning?) for miles,
creating a comprehensive profile of
all activities and contacts.” Thus
the real agenda behind the facade of
crime prevention is the ability 1o
identify and then follow the move-
ments of potential troublemakers and
it takes no imagination to work out
who these people are: anyone who is
outside of official society for whatev-
er reason.

A recent piece by Bruce Anderson in
The Spectator, reported in an
Observer article of the 11th August
hammers the point home if you're still
not quite sure: “We are in the grip of
the post-modern vagabond...We have
expensively constructed slums full of

help. So
repression
AFA members leaving a recent
entirely logal and trouble-free event
were stopped by the police under the
Criminal Justice Act and videoed.
Then their names and addresses were
taken, as well as details of clothes,
tattoos and bank details. One activist
was told by a police officer “If you
ever come after me, you'll have to kill

we will have to rely on

e, AY least we'fe' not (e orly dres

who are paranoid.



a period of less than one month, there has been a concerted attempt
by the state security agencies (SB or MIS) to recruit an informer from peo-
plein and around Red Action. A number of people have been approached direct-
ly..me.IhaubbwodhmMpmmM
contacted Red Action organisers to alert them of the situation and are now in the
process of having their solicitors deal with the incidents. !
mwmmmnnummwmdwhm
been most common in the North of Ireland. Throughout the struggle there, infor-
mants have been a vital component of the British war machine. The facts clear-
ly show that those succumbing to the threats or bribes of MIS/SB have been used
entirely unscrupulously by their handlers, who pay no regard to their welfare and
who never think twice about dumping them once they've outlived their useful-
ness.
Once entwined in this web of treachery and deceit it can be very difficult to extri-
cate yourself and knowing this, handlers make more and more demands,
increasing the misery in what will already be by then a squalid existence.
mmmmmmanmmmmmwym
or way-out open to a person who has either been approached, or is
already ensnared, is to come forward and outline their situation to
members of RA who will help to advise them as well as immediate-
ly contacting their solicitor.

_CasH AppEAL!

A an organisation Red Action might be considered unique
on the British Left for a variety of reasons. However what
instantly distinquishes us from the « ompetition is the social
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restoring the death penaity and attempting to win the right for police to open
fire even when not threatened.”
Mmmdummmamnummsm
National Police union which won the support of one in seven police in workers
councils elections last December giving it fourth position among 18 police unions.
Observer (3 11.96)
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Pprogeny are two legged beasts..We cannot cure this by family religion and
self help. So we will have to rely on repression”.

mm.wfmw.mmmmmm
of the Daily Mal headiine *Hurrah for the Blackshirts!*
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trouble...

Searchiight Editorial (June '96). In an eighteen month period between 1993 and
1mw'mwymnmac1ummm
m.mnmmmumnmmhmum
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TV ad costs upwards of £60,000. How much for an hour and a half? Plus the NoW

spreads? You try and add it up. Little wonder in the circumstances then, that C18
are an identifiable group.

strata our members and supporters are overwhelmingly drawn
from. Of all In society it is the working class, and
unskilled manual working class in particular, that is most
heavily represented within our ranks. As a direct « onsequence
we tend to suffer unduly from low pay and no pay. The result
Is that while the political commitment of the membership may
be second to none, the financial commitment can never hope
to be better than second best

'...mmmmnmmwm*mmmﬂwm
agendas and have no time or respect for the gallantry and sacrifice of others.
We at Searchiight believe we are following the true traditions of the anti-fas-
wm-m-.oﬂ-mwbmmmmmw
munmmmtomudm.mmwwmummmm
the thirties..."
Searchiight'(May '96). Would it be churiish to point out that the true tradition of the
anti-fascist movement is actually fighting against the state. his lack of cash has proved a serious handicap in the past.
However, with the probable election of a Labour govern-
ment in the autumn, the radical Left and, we believe. the radi
cal Right, will face new challenges and opportunities. This will
be the moment of truth for many on the Left. Some will be
found wanting. We will not

Tu enable us to match our ambition to the opportunity, we
are asking for the first time that our subscribers and regu-

lar readers help financially with the defecit. Your contribution
Tans stood at the end of the from 4
th.l:y“‘ m.m“ ond “M m:’“"“m will help determine what our influence in the political arena will
Observer (8.9.96) journalist, Andrew Billen, interviewing Neil Jordan about his new be
film Michael Collins. So there you have it, another piece of cunning IRA propaganda Make cheques and postal orders payable to ‘Red Action’ and

i 1
s exposed! send them to the London address

S T e e WE ARE RED ACTION

mmmmmwm.wu,mm,m
» collapse of iam 7 delay its political renaissance. I all

Any member of a political organisation other than the SLP who has been
munnmhdh”hmummumwm
mwmmmwmmwmhmmm

have never been an SLP member.”

Some are more equal than others? SLP rule book. Weekly Worker (June '98)

W.um.ummmmuummm.mmwm
mmwnmmmmmmwwa
tank roll onto the football pitch in the middle of the game? The Black and

to be remembered for licking the arse of the ruling class, am 17"
‘Red’ Ken Livingstone, interviewed in The Guardian’s (23.8.96) What I'd like to hear
at my funeral...

JOIN RED ACTION!

has signalled the end of an era.

Capitalism's golden age, defined by
the economic and political certainties of the
Cold War, has tumed to crisis. As a discipline
on the entire working class, mass unemploy-
ment is restored as a permanent condition.
As capitalism expanded, many reforms such
as nationalisation, implemented to serve the
needs of capital, also served the needs of
society. As capitalism contracts, deindustrial-
isation and the return to the principal of pri-
vatisation in health, public transport, housi
and education sustains the profits of the
wealthy directly at society's expense.

In the short term, open conflict within and
between classes is certain. Ultimately, the
cholce faced will be government without
consent or social revolution.

Leninism, which decrees the interests of
the working class are subordinate to the will
of one revolutionary pany, is the decisive
influence on the far left. An ist for the
authoritarian state, it advertises the lie that
dictatorship (ie minority rule) can be pro-
gressive. This betrayal mocks the theory and
practice of Marx and Engels and any notion
of independent working class initiative. The
surrender of the political high ground to the
opponents of total social change has paral-
ysed the working class internationally.

Sectarian division on the left continues to
be a comfort to a syslem which socialism
promised to replace. Factions, whose
immaculate programmes for party dictator-
ship result in the pursuit of goals exclusive to
themselves, contribute nothing to the real
movement of the working class, except to

essentials reactionary, they are the socialists
of the previous generation.

Anarchism, which claims to be a libertarian
alternative to Leninism, could never work.
Anarchism means the principled opposition
to the exercise of any authority. ingly,
even the most perfect democracy would be
regarded by anarchism as authoritarian as it
means the imposition of a social decision by
a majority on a minority. The answer o
bureaucratic authority is democratic authori-

N0 ty, not the abolition of authority.

We must start afresh.

In every country the working class pos-
sesses one striking advantage over the cap-
italists - numbers. However, numbers with-
out unity and unity without organisation is
free of political advantage. The purpose of a
revolutionary working class organisation is to
raise the working class o the position of the
ruling class. To transfer political power from
the minority to the majority.

Unconditional democracy is the sole politi-
cal form through which the aspirations of the
majority can then be exercised and made
secure. A revolutionary organisation must
always and represent the inter-
ests of the movement as a whole. It must be
working class in instinct, composition and
orientation. It must be built in a democratic
manner from the bottom up, rather than by
decree from the top down. Direct democrat-
ic control by working people over their own
organisations is the necessary preparation
for the future rule of working people over
théir own countries, hEN
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“no platiorm™ policy for the IRA and their fellow travellers. We
look forward to comments from the “Bhoys” of Red Action and
the Troops Out Movement!

Issue no 31 of the League Sentinel which

88. Also, the

On a regular basis members of C18 organise counter demon-
strations against pro-PIRA groups such as Troeps Out
mmw“um.lhumm
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beliefs, their sacrifices on our behalf make them worthy of our 1 kid. you not. Wonderful people, the
gratitude, indeed they can be easily classed as better = e
recently a number of

side of least. and some were questioning the politi-
U the Socialist Workers Party cal comimitment of certain elements.
rally last July a solitary The conversation went to and fro until
Red Action member was rather a relatively new member remarked “If
gloomily offering a publication of the @ tre¢ is to grow it needs to be
same name for sale. It wouldn't be pruned”. Everybody nodded in silent
. accurme 10 say that business was agreement as they pondered the impli-
" brisk. While dozily going through the cations of this Judicious comment.
motions, he was suddenly confronted The new found sage basked in the
* by an individual who began shouting glow until someone piped up "Is that
in his face. Slightly startled he not you started in the parks depart-
focused on this individual who ment last week!”
appeared to be demanding something. outhampton BNP psycho Darren
It wasn't until he had repeated the SSﬂckhndhubemP;:iled for life
' Question for a second or third time that recently for the murder of local man
ight have thought that thet would be  pe hesrd the full senience *Is there Sean Muse,
we ond of & bu soon an aticle suybody from Baisbergh Bere”.  Syickiand, 2 6'3" tal fnss fanatic
mdn:hehulpmvntl‘px- Puzzied, but believing himself to be a repeatedly stamped on Muses' (5'4™)
fure of the handiwork. but, 10 our grest yicqimm of mistaken identity he replied head until staff at the local hospital
surprise, instead of the obligatory con- (e negative, The questioner, thought he was a car crash victim.
demnation we have come 10 €XPeCt  rerinded with s derisive snarl “Well Stickland has been an active fascist in
from our ‘beloved" Labour council i there was 1 was going 1o do them!™ Southampton for many years, and up
::u*m::m“:::; and stomped off. until the time of his arrest had been
o 5 - organising local boneheads 10 harass
Christians and the local ‘paranormal Cul'lln'thsTurlel ""”".d.b-uumam.umuu
» claiming that the image Community” project he resumed the
S wete Ciming sale and thought no maore about jt, COTUMY.
of Christ had appeared on a local About a week later the subject One of his cronies Ray Crooks was
bridge, and were comparing this to the in conversation and the '/ With his pals 1 harass and intim-
Shroud of Turin! ceopped 4p in coe idate a local couple whose only crime
mystery was explained. It appears that 5.5 Bollih prary
After we sprayed over the UDA slo- some months previously Edinburgh was Sumame,
" " ; ously Jews according to the fascists,
W.'inchhl‘lll‘hﬁmllyhm.lhcu Red Action were holding a paper sale Well. after six ph
for moaths, the local council tried 10 i (he own centre, By coincidence g ,,,m,,h“"m % ,," help
pemove our effors almost immediate- s happened 1o be where the SWP from various groups including ARA,
Iy, This sppears 10 be the 0orm in pormally sell, When they had: boen YRE and ANL and failed. Eventually
Wigan, our positive graffiti geis gore ghou twenty minutes half a Red Action were contacted and afier
removed ovemight, whereas fascist gopen Socialist Workers appeared. camying out surveillance on Crooks,
graffiti tends (o cither remain for  whije some sidod beside the RA sell- - appropriate action was taken, Crooks
months or get ignored aliogether by  ry arhets proceeded to stand in front 185t words were “Leave me slone,
the council. ol'thrm.&muu:d.menlhybepn luvenlhne.url'[lc:lldngoﬂeel“
If one looks at the image in question  hawking their wares “S-0-C-i-a-l-i-s-t- Tr’“?m%dm:i’m’f:
there docs indced seem to be a face, Wo-r-k-er s-i-xi-c-en pa-g-e-s o S',II‘ Im‘m s ofmhish:
but the responsibility for it belongs to f i-n-sp-i-r-a-t-i-o-n eic, luck and Stickland tried all his con-
W, 80t God. The Image in question is ity smaused the RA sellers 1l tacts 1o find out who RA were. bus
roughly 'D' shaped from the original geiy ohiiged 10 remedy the situation. alas he was out ofluck. The closcat he
"UDA', but the eyes, nose and mouth  png 4o with & hefty push in the back came was before a West Ham match a
are in fact the °F" out of AFA. The rest that sent one of the Swerpers sprawl- couple of years ago, when he stood on
was supplied by the efforts of the ing the RA contingent opened the @ bar-stool in a pub in London and
council to try to remove our graffiti. negotiations. The SWP attempted 1o ulgdnﬁd!mifmymhldhld
No more was thought about this until respond in kind and landed on the m“u:f‘"'-;"'l'fh[’“-"x;r
similar stories started 1o appear in the floor. Undaunted he tried again; same DeT® an o e
e, tamely The Sport ressh. Thon Dasey Glacksion son SEPOUNO LS Vo fov o7 b RA.
(which is not read by Wigan mem- -and heir to SWP supremo Tony Cliff for it, well give you a free subscrip-
bers) on the 23rd of August, and also made a dramatic intervention, tion till the end of your sentence, Can't
The Star on the same date. |t was Instantly recognising that (a) it was be fairer than that?
amusing to see that the religious nut- possible 1o keep a good man down and nally, VOR found this in the
ters were claiming that a sticker had (b) that from a prone position it was Chicago paper Revolutionary
also been found over the image with impossible to stand up to bullies and  News. “The second session's “Current
the words “Choose now heaven or (c) there was no safety in numbers he Experiences: Positive/Negative
hell”. Well, the author can state that decided to up the ante, “Stop it! Stop Lessons” began with Dianna Sitar-
the only stickers on that bridge were it! or I call the police™ he shrieked Sanders noting that Red Action of
the remains of AFA and Red Action gesturing towards a phonebox. Great Britain, Ireland and Scotland
stickers that had been panially Warned of the likely consequences of had apparently never received repeat-
removed by local fascists (at one time  attempting to do 50 he whined:"But ed invitations to participate. Draw
this bridge was an area that we kept an you're bigger than me" Incidentally your own conclusions”™
eye on as fascist stickers were appear-  in case you view of events is coloured If anyone anywhere has a fucking
ing regularly). by your own memories of that famil- clue what this means, would you
It would appear from the newspaper 12r schoolyard lament | should point Please contact VOR, as there's a lot of
reports. that the local authorities are 06t that wee Danny is - forty seven.  MoneY

mest) pointing the finger at Busby’s
curious CV. What kind of seli-styled political activist sends letter
bombs to militant anti-fascists? Answers on a post card.
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