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them courage.
London AFA, who are
familiar  with  the

campaigners, watched
the situation with
interest, and

Implicate AFA as an
organisation.

Internal Affairs
London AFA advised
Leeds that it would now
be prudent to provide the
evidence that would
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allow AFA 1o refute the |

charges nationally.
Somewhat reluctantly,
considered

because they
that they had more important
business on their agenda,
they agreed. When the news
leaked that AFA was to hold
an inquiry, the ners
were ecstatic, feeling that
they had been vindicated. In
this flush of triumphalism, the
accusations previously
whispered, were now publicly
proclaimed in face-to face
confrontations.

The m%ﬂdﬂt\:
proved this line
attack to be, shall we say,
misjudged.

In the interim, London AFA
invited Larry O'Hara to
contribute anyway he could
toward an equitable solution.
He was more than happy to
do so.

In a free and frank
exchange, he was invited to
prove his case; habeus
corpus, produce the body. He
was unable to do so. Some of
the central planks to his
conspiratorial edifice were
discarded by mutual agree-
ment. We parted on the
u that the result
of the inquiry, barring a
confession from Leeds, was
now a forgone conclusion. It

g O

him, and-he*

been smeared by Searchlight
as a fascist infiltrator.

At the time that
denounced Astells, they
insisted it was to ‘help’

protect the
anti-fascist partic-
ularly AFA, from iself.

Searchlight's  arch-enemy
Larry O'Hara immediately
went in to print to defend AFA
organisér Astells and in retal-

as suspect, in order to, we kid
you not, “help AFA's deliber-
ations into this cause for
concern”

Now, all involved know that
in order to remain effective,
AFA's attitude to legality has
always been flexible. As a
consequence, AFA s
regarded by friend and foe
alike as only semi-legal. Had
accusations like these been
taken seriously not only
would it have distracied from
the.task in hand, but the very
fact .of responding-to public -
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that are making
the allegations. To ‘bad
jacket' or ‘dirty joe' a

Whisperings
iIn tandem with the

campaign against AFA, an
even more  malicious

the allegations have been
similar, unlike AFA this has

not:_been -directed ' against -y e i

particular- - individuais—or

i
I
it

2

%

?ifgii;
Efgeggiiii

propaganda.
has been monitored.

There is a reason for going
to print at this time. While we
have uncovered no substan-
tial evidence that

purpose is to prepare the
for a more direct
upon Red Action and
at an opportune later
In this context it is
remembering that at
times AFA and RA
been described
as: enjoying
structures”™; “a

RA"; “infil
: “infitrated’ m
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by
group or organisa-
tion that has any
reason fto fear
disruption from
within or without,

For those who continue to
treat the reputations of
individuals or organisations
with which Red Action is
associated in such a cavalier
manner we have this to say,
and it will only be said once:

From here on In, having
that the method
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ight days later, in the same bar, a
p of Rangers Casuals are
about 1o get a late lock-in when the
doors burst open and another outfit of
concerned citizens rush in. In the
ensuing fight, glasses and stools were
exchanged - including some thrown by
the bar staff who appear to have a very
cosy relationship with the fascists who
drink in the pub. After giving them a
good kicking, their assailants exit. One
Rangers Casual has been quoted as
saying, “Celtic are just a bunch of
lefties and reds!” Lefties and Reds who
can kick your arses.
Still smarting from the previous attack,
leading fascists and loyalists have
named a prominent Celtic casual who
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Cue the launch of glasses and botles -
the bold Chris, who likes to be at the
head of every loyalist counter-demo,
leaps the bar as a boitle crashes on the
back of his head; the other loyalists
with him scatiered in all directions.
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This sums up our experience with the
Labour-supporting Left. Presented
with an alternative from working
people they run a mile. Do they not like

us?

E

heard that after the
meeting about 60 of them

Villa fash make their way
into the city centre after
midweek matches looking
for soft targets, afier Tony
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n Saturday 27th January the
annual ‘Bloody Sunday’ march
was held in Leicester. The official

London

A Legitimate,and Inviting Target't

A good day was topped off by a lively
social with more from the bands. One

good idea to us but there is a twist to

The youths campaigning are local
members of ‘Youth against Racism in
Europe’ and are campaigning as such.
This seems to be the only work they're
doing whilst the BNP and National
Democrats are campaigning on local
council estates where the YRE don't
have the bottle to go. We sugge:

assemble at the same site for 12.30. The claim by loyalist organisers that
Combat 18 are'unwelcome’ on the demonstration s a sham. C18 stewarded the

and loyalists openly

opposing Initiatives by the Irish community. AFA is a single-issue organ-
isation. it has no policy on Ireland. It is the evidence of
fraternisation between loyalists and fascists and the active participation of C18 in
the event that makes it an inevitable, legitimate and inviting anti fascist target.
Irish Post, May 4.
‘Anti-fascists clashed with loyalists in central London last weekend as the
Apprentice Boys of Derry staged a march. Members of Glasgow's Pride of
Govan Band were drinking in the White Hart pub, Theobolds Road, Holborn,
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? The prosecution had brought
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serious array of charges,
including Assaulting a Police Officer,
Resisting Arrest and Breach.

forward
fourteen witnesses (all police officers)
i several who had found that
arresting AFA stewards was not that
easy and the atmosphere outside the
courtroom was lense as the police
entered the building When the first
prosecution witness took the stand the

*  defence was able 1o question the use of

plain clothes officers in what was
basically an attack upon the AFA
stewards. From the defendants’ point
of view this was important as they had
been told by their lawyers that there
was no way they could not get a guilty
verdict and that a couple of them could
expect a prison sentence, Pointing out
the police's irregular actions on the day
and their failure to properly identify
themselves is most likely what caused
the prosecution to stop the trial proce-
dure after only one witness had heen
questioned, and to offer plea bargains
1o the defendants. The State obviously
didn't want the defendants getting off
but didn’t relish the prospect of the
police witnesses making an arse of it as
they described their seriously out of
order behaviour. So while the prosecu-
tion was still desperate to convict, in
effect the defendants would benefit
from the state's ineptitude.

All four AFA members were willing to
acceplt the offer and pleaded guilty 1o
the less serious charges facing them in
order to get the others dropped. All
four received community service
orders from 100 to 200 hours,

The important thing to note is that after
ten militant anti-fascists were arrested
in what was a fairly serious situation,
none received prison sentences and
AFA was able 10 keep its activists just

| that, active

It has been suggested that accepting a
plea bargain on the day was tanta-
mount 1o a “deal with the state”. As far
as AFA is concerned it was the besi
way oul of a no-win situation and
considering where the accusations
came from (the ranks of the JCS) an
organisation that attempted to call a
truce with the forces of loyalism and
fascism in order 10 let its march pass
peacefully, AFA could easily say of its
detracters that it is a case of the pot
calling the kettle black. AFA is not in
the habit of striking deals with the
State and as its militant actions on the
day show, it's not in the habit of doing
deals with the fash either.

n 24 April anti-fascist activists
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RE=2SE Ra e
publicly outlined our een dictate British. Goversment
views on the whole “Peace Process” policy on all issues relating 10 the 6
from the lead up to the ceasefire, 10 counties. The Labour "Opposition” in
the actual cessation, right through 1o Britain, meekly endorse this situation.
hu-ﬂ.l.OUqﬂ_u S hwhlﬂghrda
L‘MM’-:: oc a formed, their policy will be to retain
now as they were 20 months ago. ‘ the veto. Knowing this, Unionist
While the day to day situation has intransigence is once again 10 the fore,
constantly changed, the overall direc- :hu-h“;w

tion of the process and it's conceds growad.
implications for the whole of the a ar figure that SF hoped would emerge
Republican Movement has not . We hasn't dome so because there isn’t
ah-hbﬁnqiu rhm Del:lenw-hud
is a seriously flawed process and compromise by circumstances
i‘,h&ulhw“ Place mnm;um
In the immediate aftermath of The other players in the “"Peace
the IRA ceasefire announcement we s with other organisations, including the| Process" are ihe representatives of the
stated that we welcomed Loyalist gunmen. Commentator after
ﬂn'-ﬂuh——u: : mu'mmmm commentator have commended these
under the flsehood that it was a | ACtion varies as to the motives of those behind people for “embracing” the ceasefire,
stepping stone fo the Republican | the ceasefire and the value of the Peace Process They t0o have been hailed as “peace-
e o e, withdrwal and | itgelf, Since February 9 the debate has focused R ) e skt
cthers, expecied shon e come |0 WO i 10 carry the can for its failure to deliver| 1. Plical conmentaons e
::::.m-m.- :'n.“o:'u:m mupoct:: :mﬂumwmmm

brokered between Hume, we m manda
,_“'mﬁhmm:‘_ﬂ*. mmmwm e By g e
continuation of & long ferm sirategy | PI@CE @ different emphasis on where the the PUP and UDP only received 0.3%
by successive 26 county governments | MUSt ultimately rest. of the vote, equal to that of the Natural
to.woo Sinn Féin into respectability in Law hnyrl!mfven the Bﬂ:::
would isolate Government conceded the
mw&ﬂhlh&? gy!polithlnxaoﬂlnrlbmpoq:
wn] electoral

w-”‘thrﬁhmm give them seats in the p;mropoud
had begun as early as the 1985 Anglo- Northern Ireland Forum. They are
Irish Agreement and encompassed all tolerated and supported in Loyalist
successive agreements. Sinn Féin, as areas only as so called “defenders”
we staled in our 1994 Newsletier, against the IRA. The fact that they are
were only considered part of the openly involved in drug dealing,
equation because of the IRA's extortion and general gangsterism will
campaign. After all, as Bemadette not encourage people to support ther.
McAliskey said, badn't the The war weariness of ordinary

:
4
4

f

t

113

il
£
|

|
i

:
i
I
E
:

, sectarian
marches are still routed through
Nationalist areas,etc. More insultingly
Republicans had to undergo a 3 month
“Decontamination” period before
initial discussions could begin. The
fact is that in the 2 years prior to the
ceasefire the British Government was
having face to face negotiations with
the TRA itself, but after the ceasefire
all contaét with the Republican

you cannot quibble when a seepage of
turns cancerous”
Sean Keenan, Demy writer,

the issue. The end of this bogus process may now be in sight. The
basic justice to the people of Ireland is now exposed as being
absolutely ludicrous”

will put
will somehow turn around and give

by the leadership, were suddenly
expected to take to the streets o vent
their anger. The resull was that of
the IRA having to organise a series
of short lived riots, with most
nationalists staying at home.
refused to

claw their way to “All Party Talks”,
increasingly blaming the British for
stalling, they failed to admit that this
British stralegy was inevitable. As
we had previously stated in an
article in Red Action in carly ‘95,

Loyalist people can be demonstrated
by their lack of a response to the
IRA’s recent bombing campaign on
the “Mainland” and the lack of
pressure on the Loyalist Death Squads
fo resume their sectarian murder
campaign against catholics, once the
bombs are kept to England. Another
important fact is that the Loyalist
Death Squads are controlled by the
British and are just another weapon in
the armory of the British state.

With the ending of the IRA
ceasefire a whole new political

Adams - dictating policy
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Féin do? To have contested the
elections and refuse 1o take their seats
would leave Sinn Féin open to accusa-

as  “Political
Isolation” having, according to them,
strived so hard to end it.

Even before clections to the proposed
Northern Ireland Forum have taken
place’ the Unionists have said they
won't talk without Decommissioning.
The prospect of another stagnant six
months only reaffirms Britain's clear
policy of wegring down Republicans
and their supporters and creating
further disillusionment. By diverting
Republicans into pointless elections,
forums, decommissioning arguments
and - maybe - Talks, British and
Unionist interests will be well served
in the intervening months.

There is no doubt that the IRA could
return to a full scale war if it wanted
to. There will always be enough
volunteers and supporiers to maintain
an armed struggle. Moralistic
condemnations by politicians and
commentators, whose agenda is the
destruction of the Republican
Movement and the silencing of its
ideals, will not remove the reality of
Republican resistance. Whether the
Republican movement chooses 10
do so is another question. Sinn Féin,
as we said clearly in our pre-cease-
fire article, is only engaged in the
“Peace Process” because they gave
the perception of being able to
“Take the gun out of Irish politics™,
that is, they could deliver an IRA
ceasefire. Britain has never listened
to the political mandate of the
Nationalist population of the 6
counties, Nationalists have been
ignored since the creation of the
artificial state. It is unlikely that
Britain will now listen, especially if

"There is a clear British agenda and
strategy to be detected in the prevari-
cation about initiating All Party Talks.
Britain hopes, through continually
demanding an IRA surrender - which
is what “Decommissioning” actually
means - that some elemenis of
Nationalism, possibly the SDLP,
Dublin or even a section of Sinn Féin,
will also urge the IRA to give up arms
in the return for All Party Talks *. A
look back to the ending of the cease-
fire and the response of some
Republicans through the letiers pages
of AP/RN indicates that this British
strategy is working.
The truth of the matter is that
All Party Talks were never a reality as
long as the Unionist veto remained in
place. The Unionist parties have never
been a part of the "Peace Process”.
Molyneaux, the former leader of the
OUP, even went so far as to call the
"Peace Process” “destabilising” for
the 6 counties. Unionists have from
the start said they will have no
talks with SF. And why
should they? These are the people

ballgame has begun. While there has
been repeated rumours of an end 1o
the ceasefire over the past 6 months,
the actual bombing was a shock to
everyone. While many will point to
the fact that the British moved more in
the aftermath of the Canary Wharf
bomb than in all the months prior, it is
a gamble which will only work once.
It is interesting that the statement
from the IRA following Canary
Wharl only mentioned “Justice and
an inclusive settlement”,
no demand for British Withdrawal or
a United Ireland. While their Easter
statement that followed did state *The
IRA remains fully committed 1o its
republican objectives” it also said that
"The IRA, of course, remains ready to
help in developing the conditions
which will allow for 2 meaningful
negotiations process”.

At present the intentions of the IRA
remain ambiguous, even, we suspect,
1o themselves. Do we now find
ourselves in a situation where the IRA
are going back to war for “All Party

the only possible reason for
listening, the IRA's campaign, is
silenced.

Red Action in lIreland are not
ashamed to say we are a “Brils Out"
group. We believe that British
withdrawal and a long term realign-
ment of politics in the whole of
Ireland is the way forward. The break-
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e
en e s e st | | The Rise and Demise of London Saoirse
ﬁuuumu—n“n Savirse Campaign 1o ‘Free Irish Action was in favour of a Saoirse national with which the campaign was closed down
the IRA not want any group of that Political Prisoners’, undoubtedly the demo was because we sought to use it as an  (the press were told before we were) was that
would be open to infiltration being most vibrant, active and dynamic opportunity to amajor confrontation  Saoirse was no longer visble now that the
associated with them.” group 1o have worked on any aspect of the Wwith the fascists in Central London! IRA’s ceasefire had ended. Once this
Damien Gaffney, Irish World, 22.3.96 *Irish Question' in Britain to date, was uncer-  To anyone remotely familiar with the reflected their pre-occupation with
emoniously brought 10 an end by Sinn Fein seriousness with which Red Action the Labour Party etc. While this was no
Sinn Fein, John said, was dissolving Saoirse with | | on 22.2 96, approaches its anti-fascist activities the latter longer viable, the hundreds of Saoirse
immediate effect. Now that the armed Undoubtedly we will be criticised for going  point would appear ludicrous if it was not so  supporters in London, overwhelmingly
had been resumed, the PoW department of Sinn | | 1, print wih this artcle, however it must be _ insulting. The cnsuing debate and the subse-  Republican, would not be affected.
Fein would be overall responsibility for seen in the comtext of * is enough’. quent political wrangles may have had their  Even if this is taken a1 face
prisoners' issues. Volunteers, he added, Serious allegations ahve been made against origins around the march, but this double talk  value, it still doesn't explain why it was
were again to rigk their lives and Red action to serious contradic- Wwas, in reflection, merely a symptom of a deemed favourable to attempt to disband the
with the war on it was important that a clear tions in the over-all strategy. Unless they are problem that ran far deeper. Republican Movement's largest and most
line of command be established unimpeded by addressed, they will ensure that Irish  Few could argue against the fact tha at the active group of supporters in since
outside Solidarity work in Britain will remain forever time Saoirse was launched Irish the seventies, without consultation and
Walter Sunday Times, 25.2.96. impotent. Work in Britain was at an all-time low. The Overnight!
Since our on the campaign in the last new campaign, with the IRA's cessa-  Saoirse had o a small but
The London branch of Saoirse, the republican udmmu.uw hdmmmmm Wuﬁmmulri:':m-kyuu
mmmmmnh in the face of a peace process, to _ the chance of a fresh start,or s0 we believed.  of the bunker and onto the streets for the firs
o t. The party had long been ensure that the issue of Irish PoWs was kept  The problem centred around Sinn Fein's time in decades. The one thing that
unhappy with the group's alive by keeping the pressure on with a decision 1o appoint members of the same campaigners have continuously pointed out is
They voted by forty eight votes to seven not to combination of hard work and a number of clique that had overseen a largely-sterile What could have been done had the obstruc-
Mﬂbmmﬂm
against included the relatives of IRA prisoners
Times, March 1996.

up

is subject 10 a legal action.
Thevih Post. May 4. 196

are kept on the political
agenda. To this end a new
prisoners support group,
Fuascailt (‘Liberation’ or
‘Release’) has been set-up
under the direction of the
Sinn Fein POW Dept. This

well-planned high profile events.

However, despite magnificent work
completed by the group over the last nine
months, it had become clear to those involved
from carly on all might not be well,

From the very first few meetings back in

Troops Out Movement as the leadership of
Saoirse. And as this clique, used to lacklustre,
ineffectual campaigns, saw Saocirse grow
(particularly in comparison to the still-born
Irish Peace Initiative), so did their paranoia.
All of a sudden there were groups and

tions of the clique been lified and they were
allowed to ‘get on with the job'. And the
activist had to keep the greater picture in
mind as it was obvious 10 everyone that the
wrangles were bound to disillusion and drive
away activists, and that the clique appeared

new will campaign on 8 Campaign di individuals with their ‘own agendas’, the indifferent to this.

the mh' issues: m n‘f’shmninl a wmﬁm‘g activities group - who had worked tirelessly  Indeed, the only offer from one member of
* The release of Patrick| | those that had gone before. 10 ensure that Saoirse kept up an impressive the clique 1o help Saoirse in twelve months
Kelly. At that time the IRA's ceasefire was still Work-rate - were accused of operating as a was to offer to write the letter informing the
* For an end to the barbaric relatively fresh and it had become glaringly conspiracy within the campaign. There were membership that it was being wound up!

POWSs are beld in English

been transferred to Port
Laoise, amongst other cases
for concern is that of Liam
McCotter, Dingus Magee,

Terrorism Act.

* Against the proposed
extradition of Irish men or
women 10 Britain.

obvious that this would present us with an
unprecedented opportunity to advance the

With this in mind, Red Action members had
put forward a programme of action to other
members of London Saoirse which would see

‘reds under the bed’ wherever they looked.
The more Sacirse advanced the more the

Action members listening to this crap were
barely out of short trousers!
Much of the temsion that existed was

At the heart of the problem lies the cliques'
politics, the same politics that have dogged

jails, including anend tothe| | oL g Britain's conti occupation Smear campaign against Red Action became campaigning in Britain on all issues for
“l“h:':“lzl g of Special Secure Units. | | "o gt o niee mm;:m openly hysterical and bitier. Even some half-wit from decades - namely, Labourism. These people,
ire now s to get Transfer of lrish POWs to subscriBiéd'to the view put 10 us by a number Hackney Labour Party was wheeled out to who often claim to have ‘no politics of their
out of prison fospend | B¢ Occupied Six counties or| | oo within the Republican movement, egale us with a horror story about Red own (ie not a member of any party) are in
time with my child and | "POTiation 1o the 26| | T iR A% ceasefire had opened a Action beating up a mate of his from a band reality tied heart and soul, theory and
family.” counties. “window of opportunity” and our objective he wanted to book. As it turns out, this little practice, to Labourism; whether it be that
Pat Kelly, Irish PoW, | * On bebalf of all those| | 000 oo oot'as much through that window' ditty emerged from an alleged incident over greal, almost mythical institution the *Labour
i ated uude_r the before the British government slammed it 15 years ago - in 1981! Not only before Red Movement’ or the actual British parliamen-

Though Pat Kelly has at last draconian Prevention of provy Action was formed, but before those Red tary Labour Party itself.

Hence, all policy, tactics elc are decided
with the interests of the Labour Party in mind,
the same policies and tactics that have corre-

Peter  Sherry, Liam , six months of work culminating in a national between the said clique who fought to spondingly failed year afier year, decade after
O'Dwyer, Danny McNamee .u“n":rgw'?.:rﬁ demonstration, We argued th: the national Maintain their grip by a mixture of back- decade.

and Andy Russell (nom- copuee demo would give an immediate focus to our Stabbing _and sectarianism, and the Emerging from Saoirse’s fight to stay
IRA) accused of attempting , p\ oo b eiease off | Work and that of any new branches formed membership who emphasised repeatedly at {ogether and active on prisoners’ issues has
o from all Irish Political Prisoners. outside London and at the same time inject a the final meetings that the reason they had come Fuascailt (Liberation) to campaign for

*Red Action calls for all

sense of wrgency into our campaigning,
which would be necessary if the demo was to

worked within Sacirse was because of its
high profile that had been brought sbout by a

Irish PoWs. Given the complete reluctance of
those responsible to address the problems of

Belmarsh jail's notorious 'hose groups or individuals Rt Sar o mixture of democracy, hard graft and the pastin Saoirse, then it is almost inevitable
Special Secure Unit and 0 England who wish to give Tianliise . the faultlines a or. dynamism throughout the twelve month hat these are d . d to repeat th Ives,
vhi:l: .:m ,,“:‘.' |o! ::* join mm as in W‘IEIph('lldin' weeks ::':v:n told by Period, making it the most active campaign in lml«: nr;:nlykmoplc h.“h:cpem"hl: demor-

' families PO Box 3923, London,| | prominent members of the Cam ) SOy alised and fallen away, we that in time
mﬁ'w e WS IRA claiming 1o speak with ym‘ym: (lh: h"'inr to lbcfw:epa:sn:i:; closed do:r-L they will return and display the same level of
Obviously, despite the end 'Send grectings, messages of| | march would be a mistake because - :ﬁ:h'“"_“ of the leadership clique had commitment that ensured the success of
of the TRA's ceasefire andl SOlidarity fo : 1) It would struggle to gain support and might ted it to ll}c point that it had deemed it Saoirse. For the sake of the pow,“ theit
the ‘pulting-on-ice’ of the Patrick Kelly at Port Laoise| |end up  embarrassingly  small.. Pecessary to close down its own National relatives and the Republican struggle itself it
Saoirse campaign, there is Joil, County Laois, Ireland.| | b) It would be 100 successful, drawing large Commitice, after attempting to slander s crucial that they do. Red Action will
still an urgent need for work  and to the prisoners in numbers of people and resources from around  commitied Republicans who had challenged  endeavour to-play its part,
10 continue around the issue  Belmarsh Jail, Western the country and away from concentrating il position; its final directive to close down
of prisoners, ensuring that Wiy, Thamesmread, work in  their own  areas. Sacirse was defeated 7-48. JOIn Fuasca“t'
they recieve our support and  London, SE28 OEB. ) It was also put to us that the reason Red  The reasons given for the indecent haste L]
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Nostalgia Ain’t

The Case Against the Socialist Labour Party

decades after the defeat of 1951, the
Labour left dreamed of another

tion”. There are a number of basic reasons why
this scenario has not, will not, could now never
happen. (1) The initial ‘transformation’ nationali-
sation etc while done in the name of the

class was actually implemented in the interests of
the ruling class. (2) British capitalism cannot
afford progressive reform. (3) Progressive taxation
which might fuel that reform is no longer on
Labour's agenda. (4) Labour is not now and never
was a socialist party. Indeed the underlying motive
behind the tax policies of all the major parties is
designed to re-distribute from poor to rich.
According to the Institute of Fiscal Studies, half of
British households have £450 or less in savings.
Contrary to received wisdom some statistics never
lie. Indeed Labour has baldly declared itself to be
the “party of business”. Consequently, the very
final shred of the argument for the Left ever
supporting Labour even as a tactic has been
stamped out. So for the first time in decades the
British Left is being forced to realign. This has
been confirmed by the rush of enthusiasm that has
greeted Arthur Scargill’s decision to found a new
party; a Socialist Labour Party. Even pro-Labour
elements have urged tactical support for the SLP
‘in safe Labour seats where the SLP could not win
and where any damage would be reduced to the
minimum!

Though the SLP was not officially launched until
May the critical decisions on the structure, consti-
tution and programme had already been made.
The SLP will be organised from the top down. It
mmmmw:mmm

union cy and exp o
attract support from the lower middle and
respectable working classes.

Fatal Flaw

Along with the basic premise, the thinking
behind these decisions is fatally flawed. Scargill
maintains that New Labour has ditched socialism
But as Roy Hattersley has explained “Labour
cannot abandon a position it has never occupied.”
In other words there never was the golden age of
Labour radicalism that Scargill wants to recreate
It is a fiction. Curiously Scargill appears 1o agree
“Many on the left argue that it was never socialist
and that people like me were deluding ourselves
in thinking we could campaign for socialism
within it. | now accept that argument” (Guardian
15/1/95). And yet in the same article he bemoans
the fact that “New Labour has ditched socialist
principles”. Only one of these statements is true.

rwmmmmmw

& cenlury ago”.
Arthur Scargill Manchester Evening News
Feb 1 1996

“Keir Hardie is a super cunning Scot whose
demagogic tricks cannot be trusted for &

occasion of the birth of a prince which Is

Infinitely cheap and banal....”
Frederich Engels London Nov 10 1894

And if Labour was never socialist then its
cherished principles including Clause Four were
no more than window dressing and a sham.

So while the formation of the SLP is a break
from New Labour and the conservative Left it is
clearly not a break with the past, real or imagined.
Instead in true Luddite fashion (demanding the
nationalisation of industries that no longer effec-
tively exist eic) it seeks not only o recreate the
Labour Party but the conditions that gave rise to
it.

During the Hemsworth by-election Scargill
campaigned for local pits to be reopened and “the
nationalisation of the top 30 companies and for
government 1o take back into public ownership
everything that has been privatised.” How is this
10 be implemented in 1996 when the dominant
companies are all multi-national? Why is nation-
alisation etc regarded as vital to the political
interests of the working class anyway? Scargill's
disciples would argue that nationalisation is a vital
piece in a planned economy. And the latter is just
as vital if socialism is to be realised. All very
plausible I'm sure, but for the working class in the
1890’ as in the 1990,5 the essential contradiction
is not whether the state controls this or that
company, but who in society controls the state!

Cause and Effect

Predictably trade unionism is at the heart of the
SLP strategy. Membership of & bona fide trade
union is regarded as obligatory 10 qualify for
membership of the SLP . This is just dogma. Trade
unions only ever work effectively when capitalism
is working effectively. In other words the ‘labour
movement’ offers no protection and is largely
irrelevant 1o those sections of the working class
that need it most.

Over 7,000,000 workers operate in businesses
employing less than 25 people. Unions can have
little or no relevance for them. The SLP in turn
bars them from membership and so compounds
that failure further alienating probably, the
decisive and potentially most radical section of the
working class from the left. Trotskyism in partic-
ular has always been hypnotised by the point of
production. Even today the SWP runs league
tables on days lost through strikes as if
the strikes were in themselves
the key to class consciousness

As Engels pointed out over 100 years ago
business unionism is in essence about
“strikes for higher wages, shorter hours and not as
an expedient or means of propaganda and organi-
sation bul as an ultimate aim. These strikes
whether they are won or nol do not get the
working class movement one step further... This is
because the unions are fighting with effects, but
not with the causes of those effects; they are
retarding the downward movement but not
changing its direction; they are applying pallia-
tives, not curing the malady.”

So for those like the SWP/SLP who believe that
business unionism, even as outlined, is inherently
progressive and must form the core of any Left
analysis brings with it the inevitable capitalist
prerequisite.

Quite simply, for British trade unionism to
regain its former pre-eminence, it demands that
British capitalism must first be rejuvenated. And
this renaissance mus! moreover not only be based
on the traditional manufacturing sector, but in the
heavy industries; steel, coal, ship-building etc.
Only this set of inconceivable circumstances will
allow the unions to be restored to their normal
place in society (tea and sandwiches in Downing
St) and the revolutionaries to their rightful place,
hectoring the TUC and issuing meaningless
‘demands’ within the unions

With capitalism’s restoration will follow the
return of prosperity which will, they expect, allow
them 1o squeeze, or at the very least, campaign
convincingly for meaningful reform. Isn't that
worth fighting for?

Blair who will be at the helm in capitalism's
attempted conversion from bankrupt Britain, to
‘tiger economy’ knows different. (The impact of
this conversion can be assessed by the stark statis-
tics produced by BMW. In Germany BMW
workers received the equivalent of $30 an hour. In
Vietnam for the same work BMW is hiring for the
rate of $1 a day) But then, unlike Scargill and co,
Blair is no longer a reformist.

Lesser Evil

In defense of his plans “for a four day week, a
ban on overtime, for retirement at 55 and for the

its principle goal is that unless it
or a rival to it threatens the power
of the state itself, the state will
not regard it as a lesser evil. In the
absence of an authentic threat
there is no case for the state
conceding reforms or adopting a
bolding action. So even if
regarded as a success in its own
right, at its zenith it can hope to
achieve nothing more than
nuisance value. Scargill regards
the recruitment “5,000

any of his supporters have yet to
explain is what the 5,000
members are for!

Britain was the first country to
industrialise. Today it is going
through this metamorphosis
again but - in reverse. Just as
industrialisation herded people
from rural to urban areas,
deindustrialisation has not oaly
rendered millions of workers and
entire industries permanently
redundant but the methods of
working class organisation and
resistance trade unions eic have
become increasingly defunct as

well.
In the 19th century with the
emergence of mass trade

The SLP is a nostalgia trip
was. Capitalism is changing and capitalism is
changing the working class. The SLP & co want
to reform society to suit themselves but not
reform themselves to the development of
society. Arthur knows its the ‘90s it's not clear

he knows it's the 1990s!

or a party that never

unionism many chose to believe
that trade union power could be directly translated
into political power. Industrial action could be
used as a battering ram for legislative and social
reform. The Right-wing argued that if the state
could be reformed in this fashion violent revolu-
tion was not necessary. The Left convinced
themselves that ‘economic crises lead 10 strikes,
which lead 10 a general strike which leads 10
revolution'.

This view that sees trade unionism as the womb-
form of socialism is classical syndicalism.
However, the 20th century has proved that reforms
are nol irreversible and there is no lasting connec-
tion between economic crises and politicisation.
Though presented as diametric opposites (Reform
or Revolution) they were always flip sides of the
same coin. The continued promotion of the
“General Strike Now!" mantra or its parliamentary
equivalent *Vote Labour with no illusions’ from
any rational perspective is perverse. No longer
harmiessly futile it now functions as a buttress to
the status quo. It is not that the conservative Left
have abandoned the class struggle entirely it is
more that the ground has shified and the position
they hold is now a backward obstructive and
reactionary one.

Capitalism is changing and capitalism is
changing the working class. The SLP & co want
to reform society 1o suit themselves but not reform
themselves to the development of society. Arthur
knows its the *90s it;s not clear he knows it's the
1990s!

Messiah

Perhaps as predictably, the *revolutionary' sects
who at every opportunity stridently denounce
reformism, when on being pushed kicking and
screaming from the hopelessly reformist Labour
immediately began kicking and screaming to gain
entry to the equally reformist SLP. These are
precisely the same groups who for years cheer-
leaded for Labour on the basis that ‘there was no
alternative and that it was mere sectarianism to
stand against it’, now insist that the SLP may not
be perfect (it needs to adopt their programme) but
there is no alternative and to even suggest other-
wise is sectarian. The very same forces that for
decades sowed illusions in Labour Mark 1 are as
eagerly intent on sowing illusions in Labour
Mark 2. Any cul-de-sac is clearly preferable 1o
dealing with the working class directly even if
this means casting in the role of Messiah a man
whose constitution is designed o exclude them,
whose career judged objectively was a failure,

and which was on his own admission based on a
fundamental mistake! Scargill's Trots Keep Out!"
constitution is deserving of some sympathy for
unlike the rest of his prescriptions it is at least
realistically rooted. Trotskyism's curriculum vitae
established in over half a century of entryism has
deservedly earned it only the contempt of societies
principle adversaries, An alchemist caricature
from the very beginning, it and its disciples are
beyond salvage.

The SLP is a nostalgia trip for a party that never
was. The left has failed and the methods of the left
both inside and outside the Labour Party have
failed. The British and indeed European Left must
re-invent itself. The radical-Left must at least
match the ambition of the radical-right. To do this
there needs to be a clean break with the past and
a decisive change of direction. Sacred cows must
be slaughtered. The Labour Party and all vestiges
of labourism must be confronted.

The SLP is not the alternative. It is the same old
formula of bankrupicy and impotence re-
packaged under a new working title. It is the
conservative Left in denial. Similarly the preoc-
cupation with the point of production even if only
theoretical has to be ditched. Sentimental syndi-
calism could never, and least of all now, form the
basis for a strategy for total social change.

Constituency for Change

Instead what is required is an organisation that
can as its first goal prove able to accommodate
working class people. Some who accepts this and
reject Labour, but remain wedded to the belief that
Labour has a mass working class base, and ‘1o win
this layer we must be flexible and infinitely
patient’ will invariably wander back into the
swamp. Instead, the Independent Working Class
Association recognises that the ¢ ituency for
real change is not the voler comfortable with
Labour, but that strata of the working class
already alienated from both it and the system it
represents. The constituency for real change is not
those formally loyal elements currently disillu-
sioned with new Labour. The strata the IWCA
must atiract is the working class militants alien-
ated by old Labour. It is on the entire working
class communities bereft of illusions in labourism
per se and hungry for real change that the IWCA
must focus its attention. The objective of the
IWCA is to make a difference rather than propa-
ganda. Only by addressing the real concerns of the
working class where they live rather than where
millions of them don't work, can the IWCA help
develop communities of resistance able to
withstand, and ultimately exploit the opportunities
presented by Labour's final ‘betrayal’. If we
won't, others will. So it has io be done There is no
alternative.

Defining the relationship? An IWCA supporter confronts Peter Mandelson
at his booklaunch in Islington.
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Labour - the Final Betrayal
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would impose a legal requirement on
parents of teenage criminals to attend
counselling sessions, and a ‘speed - up’
of the youth court system. “Young
people need 1o be confronted swiftly
with the consequences of their own
behaviour”.

Among the measures proposed was “...a
system which has fewer characteristics
of an adversarial lawyer-based game”.
In other words, the youth courts would
be a conveyor belt to convictions
because young people would lose any
right to legal representation. It's worth
noting that Straw began to spell out his
law and order agenda in the month that
former Master of Rolls, one of Britain's
most senior judges, Lord Donaldson
(according 1o the Guardian a man who
“did not have a liberal reputation as a
judge™), described the current Home
Secretary as a “despot”.

Hattersley, meanwhile, tells us that
Labour's ‘big idea’ is it's commitment to
equality. This commitment has been on
show a fair bit recently. Keith Vaz,
Labour's local government spokesman,
is facing an inquiry into allegations of
vote-rigging in  Leicester East
constituency after being taped in conver-
sation saying how he wanted to turn the
‘Hamilton estate in his constiluency into
an “Asian colony”; “They thought this
was a long-term plan to tum Hamilion
into an Asian golony. Actually, it was
part of my long term plans - but the
Asians didn’t bloody well move in there.
That’s the problem with them”.

Longer life expectancy, we are told, has
led 1o spiralling costs of pensions and
bealthcare. Further, as the Rowntree
Inquiry into Income and Wealth
reported, during the last decade “more
people became dependent upon state
benefits like Income support as a result
of both higher unemployment and
economic inactivity (early retirement
and invalidity)”.

Labour MP Frank Field has argued that

the state welfare budget (£90 million a
hm’)omhmmmiﬂl

the welfare state carried out by Newt
Gingrich’s Republicans in the US.
Field's reward is likely to be a cabinet
position in an incoming Labour govern-
ment. Shadow Chancellor Gordon

offs for young people who refuse all
work or training. Labour's social
security spokesman, Chris Smith, has
announced a review of the welfare state
that will focus on “a crack-down on
fraud” and “promotion of personal

; responsibility”.

Slashing the cost of welfare means big
tax cuts for middle-class voters. In short,
Blair thinks that he can buy his way into
office by being the best guarantor of
middle class living standards and
business profits.

Chancellor Kenneth Clarke's recent
budget included a £1,200 rise in the
amount that can be earned before higher
rate tax has to paid, an increase in the
threshold for paying inheritance tax to
£200,000, and a 1p reduction in basic
rate tax. Meanwhile, the NHS capital
budget is being cut by 6.5 %, housing
benefit to under twenty-fives is 10 be cut,
and one parent benefit and lone parent
premiums are to be frozen.

Cutting the spending on the poor to fund
the income of the rich and middle
classes. Labour’s response 10 the budget
was 10 attempt to go one better with
Gordon Brown proposing a 10p starting
rate of tax. A somewhat confused Roy
Hattersley, writing in the Guardian,
welcomed  Brown's  proposals,
“assuming that, once in the Treasury,
Chancellor Brown makes sure that the
highest earners do not benefit from the
reduction. As the botiom rate goes
down, the top rate must go up”.

As Hattersley points out, the top rate of
tax has fallen by 50% in 10 years, while
top salaries have increased ten-fold.
“This change in income patierns is an
argument for increasing, not reducing,
the tax paid by the highest eamers.
Indeed, if the very rich are not taxed
more...it is difficult to understand what
the Labour leadership means by ‘fair
taxation™".

Gordon Brown, though, has not
mentioned increases in the higher rate
tax because he has no intention of intro-
ducing such an increase.

The Institute of Fiscal Studies has
pointed out that “... the cut in the basic
rate helps only those who pay tax at the
basic or higher rate, and actually helps
those whose taxable income is al or
above the higher threshold the most.
This is because higher eamers have
more income on which they pay basic
rate tax",

In other words, Gordon Brown's answer
to Kenneth Clarke's budget was to
propose lo give more 1o the middle
classes and the rich. The poorest
sections of society don't benefit from
basic rate tax cuts because they don"t
eam enough to pay tax. Low-income tax
payers would have any gain wiped out
by higher council tax, school meals and
milk costs, dental and prescription

charge increases eic.

Straightforwardly then, Labour is a
middle class party pursuing a middle
class

: at the
expense of the working class.
“Labour is now almost indistinguishable
from the Democratic Party in the United
States, Germany's Social Democrats or,
nearer to home, the Liberal Democrats.
It has changed its policies on all funda-
mental issues which have been
determined by the Party conference over
many years”,
Scargill believes that the Labour Party
has been "politically cleansed”. He
recognises that “radical opposition in
Britain is symbolized not by the Labour
and trade union movement but by the
groupings such as those which defeated
the Poll Tax, the amti-motorway and
animal rights bodies, Greenpeace and
other anti-nuclear campaigners and
those fighting open-cast mining”.

" The solution proposed - the formation of

a Socialist Labour Party - “on the basis
of class ing, class commit-
ment and socialist politics...[committed
to] fight every parliamentary seat” -
drew a range of responses, which are
useful to examine as an indicator of the

extent to which the Left opportunists can
overcome their craven support for
Labour.

The rail union RMT gave support al
senior level to the proposals. At ground
level the majority of the Labour left
were, for the usual reasons, entirely
dismissive. Ken Livingstone, whose
ramblings increasingly suggest that his
orbit rarely brings him into contact with
carth any more, said “My guess is that if
Arthur had been serious and had pushed
on with this project, the Tory pany
would have given him a million pounds
to get it off the ground because it could
take back just enough votes off Labour
1o give the Tories a chance. I'll bet Stella
Rimington went to work on it immedi-
ately”.

Tribune urged “socialists” to “stay and
fight” - presumably to keep with the
habit of a lifetime and seck permanent
consolation in defeat at the hands of
Alan Simpsom, Labour MP conceded
that “the only reason that the establish-
ment wants Labour in office is 1o make
the cuts in the welfare state that the
Tories probably couldn’t get away with™.
The best way of “meeting this
challenge” is, apparently, through
“Defeating the Tories at the next election
and developing an analysis round which
to campaign once Labour takes office”.

Not wanting to be the fastest rat off a
moving gravy train, Simpson and his
Briefing/Socialist Organiser cheer-
lcaders recognise that Blair's agenda is
blatantly anti-working class, and that the
only means of opposition is to vote for
it! Further, the best argument against the
SLP is that it might take votes from

Labour! So, the best way to defeat your
enemy is to mobilise the maximum
possible support for it!
Not every Trot group rushed to the
defence of the SLP. Workers Power
argued “the real problem is not the
premature foundation of a SLP. It could
even have come too late. If Militant had
found the political courage to break with
Labour during the struggles in Liverpool
in the mid-cighties, if Arthur Scargill
and his allies in the NUM had made the
call, tens of thousands could have been
broken from the grip of Kinnock™
Never mind that in the recent past,
Workers Power argued against support
for Militant Labour candidates who had
broken from Labour, precisely because
they had broken from Labour! Like
many of the Left, Workers Power's
approach to dialectics seems to mean the
capacity to continually make contradic-
tory statements which resolve
themselves on the basis that reality is
always wrong.
More serious support came from
Militant Labour, calling for an
“energetic rallying of all those in favour
of the new initiative”, and pointing to the
electoral success of Communist
Refoundation in Italy and the United
Left in Spain as proof that relatively
small forces could successfully contest
for political space.
Only in the summer ‘95 Militant
International review they declare that
they support “the coming to power of a
Labour government, not because there
will be a fundamental change in the
policies pursued by that government
to the Tories, but because it
would lift the yoke of 16 years of Tory
rule off the backs of the working class™!.
Not unusually, Militant want the best of
both worlds; “..on the basis of big
events, a radical, socialist mass wave
will develop in the unions. Then the
question will be posed point blank:
cither to use the trade unions to enter the
Labour Party and brutally push out the
bourgeois elements, or 10 put a minus
against the presen! organisation of the
Labour Party and commence 1o create a
new main socialist political party”

Unsure of which way the tide will turn,
Militan! Labour is designed to face both
ways and ensure the maximum opportu-
nity for growth of the Militant project,
by being outside, bul not against,
Labour.

In the December ‘95 “Socialism Today"
Militant concede as much: “Far from
undermining the fight to defeat the
Tories, the mobilisation of the advanced
layers would motivate wider sections,
many of who, at this stage, will vote
Labour. Labour's could actually be
pushed up by a Socialist Labour Party
campaign in safe Labour seats, while it
would not necessarily contest Labour
marginals”.

The SWP response has, by comparison,
been muted. The December Socialist
Review gives a straightforward report of
the SLP proposals so far and cautions
“in the longer term, such a project might
become more of a runner electorally as
people become disillusioned with a
Labour government. But if it looks 10
parliament as a source for change then it
too will be unable to deliver”,

For the SWP, the SLP is too much like
competition for the “socialist alterna-
tive”, Consequently its adopting a waich
and wail approach. For now, the SWP
are following their age old “Vole
Labour, Build the Socialist alternative”
strategy and seeing whether the SLP
gains momentum.

What Scargill and the pro-Labour Left
have in is the pipe-dream of a

return fo the good old of Labour in
:&4;. ontinued
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Labour's prognamme had
been discussed and accepted by all sections
of the House. The majority of industries

involved were already subject 1o some i

degree of public control, as a result of war-
time requirements. The post-war historians
Alan Sleed and Chris Cook comment that
“...Ahe mines, the railways, the canals, road
haulage and the iron and steel industries
were owned by commercial companies and
depended for their survival on their
profitability, even if their long term survival
on such a basis looked less than likely”.

The Labour Left would have us believe that
the 1945 nationalisations were the first
steps lowards a planned economy. But only
unprofitable industries were nationalised,
profitable industries remained in control of
private enterprise. The mine owners alone
received £164,600,000 in compensation.

The minister for Economic affairs, Sir
Stafford Cripps said “I think it would be
almost impossible to have worker-
controlled industry in Britain, even if it
were on the whole desirable”, In the years
of nationalisation, troops were used to
break strikes on 18 occasions. Wage
restraint policies were introduced in 1948,
As for planning, as Sked and Cook recog-
nised, “Co-ordination of fuel policy was
hardly promoted through the establishment
of separate Gas and Electricity Boards,
while the separate boards administering rail
and road transport did nothing to encourage
the development of an integrated transport
system...Socialist planning of this type was
acceptable even to Conservatives”, It may

.
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In December , Blair told the Keidanren - the
Japanese equivalent of the CBI - that “under
Labour | believe it [the UK] would offer...a
better educated, more skilled work force,

positive voice at the EU negotiating

and a macro-economy more conducive to
sustained investment. Tax rates need 10 be
internationally competitive”. Translated,
this means cheap, skilled labour, and low
taxation. Given that, according to Sir
Geoffrey Holland, former Permanent
Secretary for the Department of Education,
Britain had slipped from 14th to 18th in a
league of global competitiveness because of
the quality of the workforce and the inade-
quate education system and was “the dunce
of the world™, Blair's vision is essential for
the turn around of British capital.

Writing in the New Statesman recently, the
sociologist Ralf Dahrendorf noted that “the
nature of work is changing. A career for life
will be the exception rather than the model.
Over a lifetime, people will be in and out of
work, employed full-time and part-time, in
training and re-training...if the early oppor-
tunity to encounter the uses of education
and the constraints of the labour market is
missed, much if not all is lost::thetruly
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The SLP in tumn are selling the “benevolent
Labour of ‘45" dream. Labour was no more
benevolent then than now. The SLP is a
quest 1o regain a past that never was, and,
given the contempt for ordinary people
demonstrated by its bureaucratic antics so
far , il is destined 1o be one more in the
never-ending set of initials which baffle and
bullshit at every election.

The end results, as TUC leader John
Monks gloated recently, “the debate on the
centre left is no longer about socialism
versus capitalism. It is about different kinds
of capitalism”,

Politics is geared to what the economist JK
Galbraith called “the constituency of
contentment” - the middle class, and those
in secure, well paid full-time work. The
IWCA's constituency of the discontented,
which the likes of Blair dismiss as “the
underclass”, has no voice. The pro-Labour
left has seen to that. We have 1o contest
every arena, to ensure that the voice is heard
again, and Marx's “gravediggers of capital”
make Blair's middle class voters worst
nightmare come true,

experiences, that we are right, that is that the
and Snowdens are unsuitable,

However, when there was another election within
year, Labour became the biggest party in Parliament and
formed a government with Liberal support, the CP
decided it was “a victory for the working class”.
Compare that with this quote from the SWP's Paul Foot,
“When Labour does well in the polls, its worker
supporters feel better, more confident; and when Labour
goes down, its supporters go down as weil".

Some things never change!
By the 1950s, the mantle of British Revolution

-

in it.or voting for it, and that a victory for Labour would be
in the interests of the working class. The things
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of this happening are negligibie”. + wviene o || 10 bury the beast and start
(Guardian October 301995}’ '+
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antagonisms™ and such that Marx
suggests it:"reduces the whole of
society to the simple opposition
between a class of capitalists and a
class of propertyless workers”.
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and indeed
have risen; be will be better
off. But his boss is better off still. The
relative wage of the worker has fallen.

of this tendency forcefully:
as the
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antagonisms”. Second, capital is

4 1

production:

“within the capitalist system all
methods for raising the social
productivity of labour are put into
efffect at the cost of the individual
worker; all means for the develop-
ment of the means of
production...become means of
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claimed that the condition of the
worker under capitalism wouldgend 1o
deteriorate. Even where a group of

ive: Workers find themsclves materially

better off, the capitalist’'s position has
improved still more: the capitalist owns
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as by the rise in the absolute standard of
living of all, itself provides an account
for the absence of a consistent revolu-
tionary consciousness amongst the
proletariat.

Where the working class does become
conscious of this social and political
dimension, of the increasing power of
capital to dominate its life both at work
and in the wider processes of society, it

wage system itself. This is a
struggle which equally involves all
working class people.

This is true even in the most extreme
uniting employed and

‘reserve army’ of unemployed is
directly connected with that of the
active working class; energies of one

regulated not by the absolute number of
those in the working population, but by:
varying proportions in which the
working class is divided into an active

&Y army and a reserve army, by the

increase or diminution in the relative
amount of the surplus population, by
the extent to which it is alternately
absorbed and set free”.

From the point of view of the dynamics
of capitalist exploitation and domina-
tion, the reserve and active sections of
the workforce are united by the action
of a single law of supply and demand.
Over time, through periods of crisis and
prosperity, their interests can be seen to
be identical.

It follows that for working class revolu-
tionaries, notwithstanding the fact that
the interests of various strata within the
working class are not wholly identical
in actually existing societies, there
exists an essential overall alliance of
interests between them on an historical
scale, which justifies and makes indis-
pensable the recognition of the
opposition of interests between the
working class on the one hand and the
bourgeoisie on the other.

Charting the decline in the economic
and political power of the working
class is mot difficult: the growth in the
numbers of those permanently
unemployed, the threat to
those in work, the decline in living
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sentences of 18 months and 3 years
respectively, is the subject of Busby's
“security alert” document. Busby
claims that both Weber and Paton
were stale agents involved in a
conspiracy to entrap Busby and
another man, their co-accused Darin
Brown. Brown subsequently jumped
bail and his whereabouts are

In Weber's case, there is certainly
some cause for concern. Weber was
able to gain access to the SNLA afier
he shared a cell with SNLA member,
Andrew Mclntosh, while he was on
remand in Craiginches Prison,
Aberdeen. The document points out
that Weber was released on bail twice
despite the fact that there was a
warrant for his arrest on a charge of
rape in England. It would certainly
appear that Weber, a habitual thief
and housebreaker, had done some
sort of deal with the police whereby
he might have some outstanding
charges against him dropped in
return for information and infiltration
of the SNLA. This is certainly the
explanation offered by Busby. More
disturbing is the ease with which
Weber was able 10 gain membership
of the SNLA. He was either working
for the state against the SNLA or
alternatively, the SNLA itself is a
state asset and Busby has assumed
the role of a previous Walter Mitty
character called Major FA.C.
Boothby, who in the 1970’ set up the

say that Adam Busby is a
controversial character is mot
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reality is that Kevin Paton came into
contact with the SNLA through the
fascistic Settler Waich group, an
organisation run by SNLA members.
Paton was put in touch with Busby
after being ‘vetted’ by a German
woman called Sonia Vathjunker, a
fellow Settler Watch activist.
Vathjunker previously gained press
notoriety when she and another
woman were arrested putting up
Settler Watch posters. Their arrest led
to the subsequent search and arms
find at Andrew Mclntosh’s home.
Vathjunker had borrowed Mclntosh 's
car for the poster run and thereby
provided the police with the reason to
make further enquiries into
Mclntosh's activities, eventually
leading to his arrest and a 12 year jail
sentence. Al this time Kevin Paton, a
lifelong Celtic fan and former Celtic
Casual, was also in contact with the

For, without the oxygen of publicity
that comes courtesy of the Scottish
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what his views on Settler Waich
were. [t became pretty clear 1o us that
Kevin had some involvement with

times and communicated by phone -
we pointed out to him that, in our
opinion, groups like Settler Waich
were dangerous because they based
themselves simply on hatred of the
English rather than seeing the
problems of housing and unemploy-
ment as a working class issue,
regardless of nationality. There are
plenty of rich landowners in the north
of Scotland of various nationalities,
including Scots, who were exploiting
the area’s resources and people.
Eventually Kevin, told us that he had
been involved in Settler Watch and
that he had established contact with
Adam Busby through Vathjunker. He
saidabat he had always been unhappy
aboul how the SNLA and Settler
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greal success with about 40
members from various areas
attending. He visited republican
prisoners in Long Kesh in the
company of other Scottish RA

Scotland, we were stopped at Belfast
Harbour by the RUC Special Branch,
our car was searched and all of us

Ireland takes place. Within a
fortnight of returning from Belfast
the shit did indeed hit the fan as
Adam Busby had predicted but it was
Kevin Paton who took the fall when
Busby set him up,

Paton was contacted by phone
several times one night by Terence
Weber and Darin Brown, men he had
never met until he was in Craiginches
prison on remand. Weber used a code
word which Kevin recognised and he
claimed that Paton had been recom-
mended by Adam Busby and that his
services were needed for an opera-
tion that night. Paton refused to
participate, he worked night shift at
the time, and be told them that he was
finished with that stuff. Weber and
Brown went ahead and were arrested
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Adam Busby was
Iater arrested on a
minor  holding
charge involving
an Army vehicle,
but a major
terrorist trial involving both undoub-
edly loomed”.
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there was something spectacular in
managing to jump bail, which tens of
thousands manage to do every
Monday moming in Magisirates
courts throughout the British Isles,
simply by not turning up.

Finally, the major terrorist trial
The only charge Busby has ever
faced, and the one on which he
successfully fought extradition from

equal lreland was for - criminal

damage.
‘Criminal damage' is not much of a
war record by any standards.
However, being the ‘most successful
letter bomber in history” is.
It was of course the state that
wittingly or unwittingly provided
Busby with these impeccable
ferrorist credentials. And, wittingly
of unwittingly, press reports like this
continue 10 sustain his credibility.
Credible enough, in any case, to
convince sufficient volunteers to
sacrifice their freedom for & paramil-
itary organization that has no
recognisable objective, an even
stimmer’ prospect of success, and

.

that, despite fifteen years of blood
thirsty rhetoric, have never killed
anyone.
“Disruption and alarm, not shooting
and bombing are the preferred
tactics...even when the SNLA did
allegedly intend to kill someone -
something always scemed to prevent
it. s no wonder, as Busby says
himself, that some suspect that the
SNLA is an MIS front to discredit
Scottish nationalism™ - (Sunday
Tribune).
Whether it is or not is-of course a
moot point. However, it does bear all
the characteristics of its predecessors
which were undoubtedly heavily
infiltrated. One such’ outfit, with
which Busby has a direct link, was
the Army of the . Provisional
Government, founded in 1970 by a
Major Boothby. According to an
article in The Herald in 1993,
Boothby is “now widely seen as an
agent provocateur for the security
services. In ‘Britain’s Secret War',
CONTINUED OVER
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provocateur would tend to suggest
that something is rotten to the core in
the barrel of Scoltish republicanism.
This is perhaps verified by the fact
that, for almost fifieen years, no Irish
Republican group has publicly
associated itself with any of the
paramilitary organisations which
proclaim themselves 1o be the
leaders of the Scottish people.

In their examination of this phenom-

Mainstream)
“Some Scottish nationalists regard
“tartan terrorism’ as a creature virtu-
ally summoned up by the state 1o
discredit political nationalism and
the peace movement. To others, the
terrorists are simply cranks..." The
first surge of ‘unconstitutional
nationalism’ occurred around the
same time as the SNP itself was
poised to make electoral gains when,
in 1968, they took the largest share
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Boothby to be an provocateur,
hwlmmkmidwmu
“..if Boothby is playing a double
game, he must be exposed and got
rid of”. In January 1973, Boothby
with a fait accompli

g

Boothby at hs tral |

were up to!
The first modern leader of ‘tartan

lishing a regular Scottish army -

cousin of Lord Boothby, the
Conservative politician. He formed
the South Hertfordshire Folklore
Society, and both the society and
Boothby were implicated by a TV
documentary programme in strange
rituals involving children (see
Britain's Secret War).

Boothby fled England but was later

of the voles in Scotland at the
Municipal elections. This was
enough to send shock waves through
the British establishment and NATO
who, according to Scott and
MacLeay, regarded Scotland as
strategically important 10 their inter-

Sontland iall:

ests. was
regarded as

NATO's aircraft carrier.

fore e in Scotland as a fervent
supporter of nationalism.
Interestingly, like Adam Busby’s
first attempt - after thirteen years as
a ‘fugitive’- at a publication this year
when he brought out the ‘Scottish
Separatist’, Boothby's publication,
‘Sgian Dubh”,
and the leadership of the SNP. This

“leave Scotland or dic” from, ironi-
cally, the Scottish Liberation Army,
the outfit which he had founded.
Boothby's activities resulted in 11
people being jailed.

Scott and MacLeay contend: “While
there may have been scores of agents
provocateurs, it is highly likely that
Boothby was one. He was a man
who revelled in clandestinity and
conspiracy...this role of an agent
acting as a “focus’ for potential
terrorists then involving them in
conspiracies leading to their arrest
has proved to be a recurrent theme:
in nearly every phase of terrorist
activity there has been a figure
playing the ‘Boothby® role.
Other organisations and individual
Scottish republicans have been
convicted or have been framed in
stale atiempis to involve them in
arms and explosives conspiracies.
Steven Niven was a police agent
working inside the Workers Party of
Scotland (WPS) which, in 1972, saw
four of its activists receive the
longest sentences ever handed out
for a conspiracy trial in Scotland:
Their ‘crime’ was to have conspired

]
!ifgia

1320 Society, firmly believed ning”

80 in the realm of the fantasy world
that is Scottish paramilitarism. He
was a former (?) police cadet who
induced others to involve themselves
in‘a campaign of letter bombs on
behalf of the SNLA. He is the main
source of evidence against Tommy
Kelly who got ten years for posting
two letter bombs. It was the
evidence of police agent Goodwin
which forced Kelly to change plea
halfway through the trial and plead
guilty. Charges of conspiracy against
Kelly were dropped because the
only person that he had conspired
with was - Benny Goodwin!

Other associates of Goodwin were
David Dinsmore and Adam Busby.
It was Goodwin in fact who was
attributed in 'Britain's Secret War' as
providing Dinsmore and Busby with
their oft quoted title as “the two most
successful letter-bombers in Scottish
history”. Benny Goodwin made this
stalement during the trial of Tommy
Kelly. Goodwin also stated that he
had ‘turned’ undercover because of
his hatred of violence and that he
was proud of his part in frustrating
the evil tactics of the bombers.
Goodwin's statement in 1984 is not
unlike that of another state operative,
Patrick Daly, who boasted about “job
satisfaction” at the trial a couple of
years ago of INLA members who he
had involved in an explosives
conspiracy.

The number of informants,
conspiracy trials and police set-ups
are 100 many to detail. There have
been a series of attempts to entrap
and imprison members of the SRSP
= the most bizarre of which was the
use of explosives previously associ-
ated with the UVF, where the police,
using their loyalist informants, tried
to sell part of the UVF consignment
1o Scottish activists - a 16 year old
youth, Creag Browning, received a
year in jail for this police operation
designed to entrap ‘bigger fish’,
Other organisations to pop up over

g

scores of

Busby, for whom suspicion,

whole or in part, to Busby himself.

familiar are men who

(CONTINUED) journalists Andrew Murray Scott and
lain MacLeay contend: "While there may have been
agents provocateurs, it is highly likely that
Boothby was one...this role of an agent acting as a focus
for potential terrorism then involving them in conspira-
cies leading to their arrest has proved a recurrent theme:
in nearly every phase of terorist activity there has been
a figure playing the ‘Boothby role',

Perhaps all 100 aware of the comparisons being drawn,
intrigue and paranoia are
close personal friends, prefers to see Boothby as a
“crank”, or, alternatively, as “a totally sincere man who
died in virtual poverty”. ‘Provocateur’, ‘crank’, or
‘totally sincere’ are descriptions equally applicable, in

Michael Shea, the former Press Secretary 1o the Queen,
who is given a walk-on role as a kind of literary counter-
provocateur in ‘Britain's Secrer War® describes
conspiracy theorists as:“quaint fellows, oddly lodged in
some sort of time warp, in one of the ante-rooms to the
madhouse of politics. They define hisiory in terms of
plots, of nefarious schemers, of whisperers in the corri-
dors of power, of networks of poisoners, propagandists
or pederasts”. Pederasts, or nonces, 1o use a more

relations with' boys. In the first and
Scottish Separatist, Busby reviews Britain's Secret War.

homosexual
only edition of

This book is largely fictional, containing literally
thousands of factual errors”. Of the

authors, h_vnh:

“Both Sutherland and Murray Scott are promiscuous
homosexuals, and both were involved with youthful male
prostitutes so...”

the years and to be drawn onto the

spider’s web that the state appears
created around this scene

People; Scottish Republican Army;
as well as the aforementioned
of the Provisional

Army; Workers Party of Scotland

most associated with it. These
groups have seen more splits,
schisms and police operations
against them than the fictitious
‘Judean Popular Front’ in Monty
Python's ‘Life of Brian'. Unlike the
organisations  who  cover
themselves in tartan and claim
‘Braveheart spirit’, however, the

L L

| ‘Life of Brian’ was funny at least.

YeLE

claimed that a lot of time and money
had been invested by the SNLA in
keeping Dinsmore, whom he dubbed
“The Tartan Pimpernel”, out of jail.
When Dinsmore returned to face the
music after ten years ‘on the run, (ie
community servicel) Busby was
outraged recognising that this embar-
rassing sentence would reflect badly
on his carefully nurtured notoriety. He
condemned the “shabby deal”.

In 1993 Busby had told The Herald
Dinsmore was a key figure in

operations 3
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but a symptom”.

Britain's manufacturing base has investment, continuing

been lefi 1o rot whilst finance capital
sought better returns abroad. The
task of an incoming Labour govern-
ment would be to encourage long
term investment in industry and
infrastructure, thus expanding
productivity and raising standards of
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So far, so good. The problem is
that, despite what Hutton would say,
the average weekly eamings of rank
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pointing out that provision of
adequate social housing would cost
the Labour Party between £10 billion
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be a social backlash to his policies.
He is beginning to spell out an alter-
native social agenda, “attacking the
conditions in which crime breeds,

- and st the same time insisting that

serious crimes require punishment”,
compulsory training schemes,
combining housing and training,
cracking down on benefit frauds etc.

This is the real reason for Blair's trip
to Singapore.
Lee Kwen Yew, the architect of

A SEF!IOUS Dt‘g..'r‘u’gomucs,

A ;
Nikki Jameson and Eric Allison.

ut of sight, out of mind is
how many people choose to
regard prisoners and the
prison sysiem generally.
Occasionally they will hear about
riots and escapes or cven the
luxurious conditions inside British
prisons including slap-up Xmas
meals of lobster and caviar provided
at the tax-payers expense. Otherwise,
unless you have experienced prison
yourself or know someone who has,
prisons are in every sense a closed
world, shut off from daily scrutiny.
That is until 1 April 1990, when
around 300 prisoners took

Strangeways jail by storm and
spectacularly blew the lid off a
degrading, brutal and i

system. Originally planned as a
limited protest in the prison chapel
that Sunday, once underway the
protest unleashed years of pent-up
bitterness and injustice at the condi-
tions under which the prisoners were
held and gathered a ferocious
momentum. Over 1000 prisoners
took part in the protest that day. The
vast majority were liberated from
their cells by other prisoners who had
liberated the screws of their keys, or
used fire-extinguishers and other
equipment to smash down cell doors.
Up to 400 prisoners made their way

to the roof of the jail from
where they observed the
world around them: the
media frenzy and journal-
ists gathering like packs of
dogs, the police operation
and the screws hanging
around impotently, unable
to do anything. For once,
power was in the hands of
men who had endured
months and years of
physical and psycholog-
ical abuse.

Strangeways 1990 - A
Serious Disturbance &
chronicles the protest from

its beginning to its end on 25 April
and beyond to the aftermath,
including the Woolfe Inquiry and the
punishments meted out o the
sively from the prisoners involved in
the protest, this book captures the
flavour of freedom experienced by
the men during their time on the roof
of the jail. It also gives them the
opportunity lo what really
happened during the protest as
opposed to what the media would
choose for us to believé. It allows
them to describe the conditions in
which they were held where men
were incarcerated in cells for up to

A serious
disturbance

22 hours a day, three men 1o a cell,

slopping out, one shower a week, one

change of clothes a week.

“On reaching the back of the
church...] exited with other
inmates...] was even more taken
aback 1o find no confrontations with
any warders; the place seemed
completely deserted...Afier going
three-quarters of the way round the
rotunda, my attention was automati-
cally drawn to the scaffolding and 1
felt this 1o enter and
climb it to the roof...I quickly scaled
the scaffolding. This extra physical
activity was most exhilarating and
the prospect of reaching the top was
thrilling because | was about to

observe the living outside world for
the first time in ten years of incarcer-
ation.

“I noticed a large number of men
occupying F-Wing roof and
obviously in some kind of confronta-
tion with warders below...I noticed

F-Wing t0 A-Wing..On finally
reaching this roof | admittedly began
o vent my ten years of frustration
and anger over my illegal treatment
and that of many other lifers who 1
know who've been subjected to the
same brutal force by the warders,
both mentally and physically, not just
in Strangeways but many other insti-
tutions around the British Isles...So
this relative freedom naturally

warders [gathered in the interior
prison car-park] and some of their
actions were quite provocative and
they made quite obvious the serious
consequences once this siege was
over: the penalty on coming down
would be broken limbs...My reaction
was rebuke and laughter at such
pathetic creatures now that the usual
bosses' role was reversed and it
wasn't an inmate at the end of their
batons, fists and boots in some segre-
gation unit”,

Alan Lord, one of the first prisoners

on the roof. He received a 10 year
sentence for his part in the protest.
"Within a prison that had relied so
heavily on brutality and an institu-
tionalised denial of human rights, the
Strangeways uprising represented an
eloquent statement that things would

$0, never again be quite the same. The

old order was indeed changing and
never again would regimes that had
existed in gaols like Strangeways
prior to the 1990 revolt posses the
same polency to lemrorise and
subdue. Prisoners had shown that
even one of the most brutal gaols in
England, a true bastion of screw
power and authority could be
reduced to a burning wreck if and
when prisoners decided that enough
was enough.

And so the struggle of prisoners
continues. Strangeways was a high
point in that struggle, a magnificent

explosion of solidarity and courage, a
true lutionary act that inspired
and prisoners every-

where”, John Bowden, prisoner
1980-1992)

The highest recommendation for
this book and its accurate description
of life inside a British jail comes frm
a Mr Fred Wright, a screw working
at Strangeways prior 1o and during
the jail protest. Mr Wright has
instructed his solicitors to inform the
company which printed the bokk that
he is considering taking legal action
for defamation. Enough said!




Iinformation game. They know how to control, restrict

It's hard for ordinary to understand just how much journalists
mmma—-mrmamnm:'
important to

throttle access,
television. And if
mate.

by publishing this plan we may have done our bit towards the war.
Class War, January 1996, on producing in their paper a ground plan of Eton
College.

matters. His reply was that, other than Chris Harman and Lyndsey German -
two other SWP leaders - he “couldn’t think of a single other living person |
could consult”,
IS Group leaflet.

What if any of these groupings [IWCA, SLP etc] ..were to win? Or let in the
fascists by default? What would be the reaction of the black and asian
communities in East London If an intervention lets the fascists in? its hardly
likely to be celebratory.

Black Flag, Issue 207, The regular advice 1o all and sundry from anarchists in
general is 'Fuck the Vote'. What would happen if everybody, bar BNP supporters,
followed their advice? Hardly likely to be celebratory.

The Gravesend Anti-Nazl League have outed Jim Taylor of Lower Range Road
an alleged neo-nazi, as the lead singer and guitarist of the far-right band,
Squadron. The information was passed on to local police and a meeting was
organised between the ANL and, among others, Jon Snepp, the community
police officer.

Expecting some sort of action the campaigners were surprised when
absolutely nothing happened.

The Law, legal newspaper, Feb/March/April 1996. A meeting with the Community
bobbie? By Any Means Necessary?

Tommy Sheridan (Scottish Militant Labour), in opening the conference, made
it clear that he saw the Scottish Socialist Alliance as “an organisation out for
revolutionary change”.....There were two main areas of controversy. Firstly,
the statement on local government included the point that the SSA stands for

“No council tax rises above the rate of inflation”. An ammendment from
communist members of the Socialist Labour Party sought to change that to
“No council tax rises’...The arguments against the amendments came mainly

from SML members. They thought we would alienate local

workers, who would assume under “no council tax rises” their jobs and

paywould be under attack.
Weekly Worker, April 1996. The Scottish Socialist Alliance - out for revolutionary
change, but not at the expense of a pay rise for the DSS snooper.

INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ASSOCIATION

The Independent Working Class Association has been
established to promote and celebrate the political indepen-
dence of the working class and to pursue the political and
economic interests of that class, with no consideration for,
and regardless of consequence to, the existing political and
economic structures.

Membership enquiries, information, literature and stickers are available from:

BM Box IWCA, London WC1N 3XX

CASH APPEAL!

s an organisation Red Action might be consid
Ac-li d unique on the British Left for a variety of
reasons. However, what instantly distinguishes us
the our
overwhelmingly
drawn society it is the
working class, and unskilled manual working class
in particular, that is most heavily represented within
our ranks. As a direct consequence we tend to
suffer unduly from low pay and no pay. The result
is that while the political commitment of the
membership may be second to none, the financial
commitment can never hope to be better than
second best

from the competition is social strata

and supporters
from. Of all

members are

classes in

his lack of cash has proved a serious handicap

in the past. However, with the probable election
of a Labour government in the autumn, the radical
Left and, we believe, the radical Right, will face new
challenges and opportunities. This will be the
moment of truth for many on the Left. Some will be
found wanting. We will not.

To enable to match our ambition to the opportu-
nity, we are asking for the first time that our
subscribers and regular readers help financially
with the defecit. Your contribution will help deter-
mine what our influence in the political arena will

Supporting mem
You will receive a subscription to the paper, a regular newsletter and notifica-
tion of RA activities. to the paper are still available at £3 for 5
Issues

bership for a year is £5. Make cheque/p.o. out to Red Action. |

be.

Make cheques and postal orders payable to ‘Red
Action’ and send them to the London address.

WE ARE RED ACTION

'he collapse of Soviet communism

has signalled the end of an era.

Capitalism's golden age, defined
by the economic and political certainties
of the Cold War, has turned to crisis. As a
discipline on the entire working class,
mass unemployment is restored as a
permanent condition. As capitalism
expanded, many reforms such as nation-
alisation, implemented to serve the needs
of capital™8o served the needs of
society. As capitalism contracts, deindus-
frialisation and the return to the principal
of privatisation in health, public transport,
housing and education sustains the
profits of the wealthy directly at society's

expense.

In the short term, open conflict within
and between classes is certain.
Ultimately, the choice faced will be
government without consent or social
revolution.

Leninism, which decrees the interests of
the working class are subordinate 10 the
will of one revolutionary party, is the
decisive influence on the far left. An
apologist for the authoritarian state, it
advertises the lie that dictatorship (ie
minority rule) can be progressive. This
betrayal mocks the theory and practice of
Marx and Engels and any notion of
independent working class initiative. The
surrender of the political high ground to
the opponents of total social change has
paralysed the working class internation-
ally.

Sectarian division on the left continues
o be a comfort to a system which
socialism promised 1o replace. Factions,
whose immaculate programmes for party
dictatorship result in the pursuit of goals
exclusive to themselves, contribute

nothing to the real movement of the
working class, except to help delay its
political renaissance. In all essentials
reactionary, they are the socialists of the
previous generation.

Anarchism, which claims to be a liber-
tarian alternative to Leninism, could never
work. Anarchism means the principled
opposition to the exercise of any authority.
Accordingly, even the most perfect
democracy would be regarded by
anarchism as authoritarian as it means
the imposition of a social decision by a
majority on a minority. The answer to
bureaucratic authority is democratic
authority, not the abolition of authority,

We must start afresh.

In every country the working class
possesses one striking advantage over
the capitalists - numbers. However,
numbers without unity and unity without
organisation is free of political advantage.
The purpose of a revolutionary working
class organisation is to raise the working
class to the position of the ruling class. To
transfer political power from the minority
to the majority

Unconditional democracy is the sole
political form through which the aspira-
tions of the majority can then be exercised
and made secure. A revolutionary organ-
isation must always and everywhere
represent the interests of the movement
as a whole. it must be working class in
instinct, composition and orientation. It
must be built in a democratic manner from
the bottom up, rather than by decree from
the top down. Direct democratic control by
working people over their own organisa-
tions is the necessary preparation for the
future rule of working people over their
own countries.
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Red
talk to workers,
work with them

has been
outrageous, in the right direction.
(3ee Voice of Reason).
Whatever the class credentials of Red Action, they
represent a tendency which is common to most
Left groupings. Whereas Anarchist
need for working class ‘self-organisation’, RA the
need for an ‘organisation’ to represent the working class.

Yet, in their aims and principles they extol the virtues of

will assert their own view of a workers paradise which, they
state, is democratic authority, not the abolition of authority.
And RA are also correct in saying that this most perfect
democracy would be regarded by anarchists as authoritarian.
Organise, Anarchist Communist Federation magazine, No 42,
Spring 1996.

The Heraid calls and asks for a comment on the Celtic fans’
boycott of the film. | am stunned. The reporter faxes me a
leafiet from an organisation called Celtic Fans Against Fascism.
| reply that | have never heard of them and that they haven't
ever raised any concerns with me...We have two crews out for

struggle with sources, we start filming with the
Volunteer Billy Reld Republican Fiute Band from Parkhead
but weicome us aboard their trip to

Belfast.

“You'll be sorry”. All access is haited. We are hustied out of the
Felons' Bar in the Falls Road (now there's a story to tell your
grandchildren). Desperate negotiations with Sinn Fein follow in
its heavily armoured HQ.

Excerpt from the diary of TV producer Alan Clements on the making
of ‘Football, Faith and Flutes' which sought to portray Republicanism
and Loyalism as sectarian flip-sides of the same coin.

bollocks.
AK Distribution's catalogue description of the paper, 1996,
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group, sect or tiny sect has to be
gauged by the relative size of its
competitors. Because of the
fragmentation of the Left, only the
SWP and possibly Militant might
gauge their membership in four
figures, every other political
tendency will register in neither
the three or two figure category.
Some will even count their
membership in single figures

But not Red Action! According
to Red Hand, we had ten arrested
in Edinburgh. Double figures!
Mid-table respectability! So to
continue to meet the criteria for a
‘tiny sect” would mean that this
counter-demonstration was in fact
a national mobilisation. If so, Red
Action must be the first organisa-
tion in history to have its entire
membership bar none arrested on
a single demonstration.

But that is probably not what
Red Hand mean by ‘tiny’. The
subliminal message to their
supporters is that Red Action is
negligible, puny and wee, insignif-
icant, nothing 1o worry about.
Everybody reassured for the
moment? Good. But as the old
song goes, “We'll meet again,
don't know where, don't know
when but..”

STOP PRESS
“Who it was, | don’t know, the next
thing the windows were put in. We
don’t know who it come from”
John McKinnon, of the Apprentice

Boys of Derry, outside the White
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CHINGFORD ATTACK, YET ANOTHER GROUP NOT INTIMIDATED BY THE
TNy SECT RED ACTION. THEIR DEFIANCE WOULD BE MORE
CONVINCING HAD THEY NOT ADDED SUNGLASSES, EYEBROWS AND
FRINGE TO MAINTAIN THEIR ANONYMITY.

is familiar with it. One way or the
other, it doesn’t say a lot for their
circulation expectations.

Animal Liberation Front- type
activities. “Yeah, | know all about
that, I've met them [the Branch] as
well”, Stunned, our man listened
as his (soon to be former) anti-
fascist colleague blurted out the
tortured tale. He explained that the
Special Branch had contacted his
grandmother who had passed on
his work address. Aren’t grans
brilliant? SB rang him at work and
he agreed 1o meet them at a pub
they had chosen in the city centre.
He didn't want them to come 1o
his work: “I'm not one to gossip
myself but you know how people
talk” and so on,

Having consulted with other Red
Action members, il was concluded
that the incident was genuinely
bizarre and, though maybe not
sinister, needed to be aired
publicly. When the subject was
raised ot the next AFA meeting,
the response from his fellow
anarchists left Glasgow Red
Action slack jawed in amazement.
Not only did they know about it,
they practically approved! “It’s
alright as long as you know what
you're doing. You can find out
what they are up to” was the
general refrain.

Now, Glasgow AFAs
from the very beginning would
never have seen eye o eye with
the Left’s civil liberties lobby. Not
unnaturally, these disclosures
caused the more partisan
exponents of AFA's policies to
blister out in a Nixon-like sweat.

T L e

operations  ;

-

When news of the dispute
fillered down to London where
Red Action and the Direct Action
Movement were working together
amicably, the whole Special
Branch aspect was (initially)
denied - it was all a dastardly plot,
elc elc.

In this , informed of
Glasgow South Central AFA's
inaugural meeting, Glasgow AFA
invited themselves, and explained
why the precedent of ‘rival’
branches in the same city was,
let's say unacceptable. Rightly or
wrongly, in the inimitable style of
the City of Culture, the point was
reinforced with a couple of slaps.

Unlike its LA counter-part from
whence it took its name, Glasgow
South Central was intimidated.
Anyway, by the time the ‘story’
had been re-cycled a couple of
times, some anarchists were
posturing like they were involved
in a rerun of the Spanish Civil War
- Fuck 1936, We want a replay!
and all that. Metaphorically
speaking, of course.

So there you have it all. The
short and inglorious legend of
Glasgow South Central AFA and
Red Action’s “outrageous behav-
iour” that caused its unlamented
demise.

Although these events occurred
in the summer of 1992, nobody
has explained the full background
in print before (apart from an aside
from the anarchist Counter
Information who described Red
Action shortly afterwards as
“Leninist bootboys”. For what it's
worth, they also refer to the
International Third Position as
“former fascists”). This formal
reserve has naturally enhanced
rather than  hindered the

nity to clear the air. Just in case
Black Flag's readership may have
thought for one moment that the
article’s reticence was simply a
result of sloppy editing or
Ty

L IR R R R 5






