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AFA PROGRAMME

n Monday the 18th of

May  Anti-Fascist Action

made its authorised film
debut on BBC2's public access
programme  'Opes  Space'.
Predictably it has aroused
fierce controversy. The
goashing of teeth has
resounded across the political
spectrum [rom left to right
and back again.

Fury erupted even before the
programme was shown. Ose of
a number of callers to the
BBC claimed to be @
spokesman from the Aati-
Racist Alllance. He demounced
the programme and insisted
that, "AFA is an organisation
that does more harm than
good." He finished his tweaty
minute tirade by demanding »
right to reply without going
through the formality of seeing

the programme [irst!

The Dally Mall was equally
incensed while agreeing with
ARA that, "A most serious

error of judgement” had been
made, it too demanded a

THE
CURIOUS
CASE OF
MILITANT

It is probably fair to say, that
Militant's position with regard

to rep and loy
has always been an ambiguous,
but usconviscing “plague on
both your houses®, a policy
which is governed overall, by
political opportunism. They
seek to accom modate
themselves, to vulgar reality,
rather than struggle to change
it. In areas of Glasgow where
loyalism is in the ascendancy,
they will be [flercely Anti-
Republican. In a constituency
where republicanism has
influence a Militant councillor
might be seen quening for @
Wolfe Tone concert resplendent
in an Irish rugby top!

This explains thelr attitede
both to AFA and the BNP.
While the BNP are vociferous
and pursve a hardline loyalist
image, Militant are forced to
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FURY OVE

'right to reply’,

but for

the

BNPI
"A most serlous error of
judgement appears to have

been made last night by the
BBC, in offering air time to a
group which quite unashamedly
advocates the use of political
violance, In presenting a
national platform, to a group
which looks susplciously like
left-wing [ascists eager for a
war with right wing fascists,-
the BBC was plainly not
sarving the intarests of
democracy. How can It with
equity resist a demand by the
BNP for the right to reply."

The Sun took up the same
theme. This programme was
further evidence of left wing
bias at the BBC. Gary Bushell
Insisted that the Open Space
slot, "had been given over to
ugly red thugs who glory In
violence". [Taking into account
Bushell's current political
playmates, the operative insult
here must have been "red"
rather than "ugly® or thug!")

Following The Sun's lead the
BNP took the opportunity to
laughably deny that "They ever
advocate violence!"

On the Issue of political
violence and its uses,
Republican Naws, not
unexpectedly, proved to be

equally partisan. It pointed out
that while, "AFA confronts the
fascists at every opportunity
meeting force with force. It
also organises street carnivals,
public meaetings, lectures,
concerts etc, belylng the
thuggish image which some of
its opponents would attempt to
glve it."

Republican News also zeroed in

on another theme In the
programme which proved
equally controversial. The

increasing visible co-operation
betwesn supporters of Loyalist
paramilitary groups like the
Ulster Volunteer Force and the
neo-fascist  British  Natlonal
Party, and the political and
tactical implications for the
left. While anti-immigration is
the principle policy of the BNP
in England, north of the border
the race issue is relegated In
favour of hard-line Antl-
Republicanism,

"In England the means used to
attract support is racism,
blaming immigration for
unemployment and poverty and
inciting viclous attacks on
other ethnic groups.

In Scotland whare black people
are not so numerous the
sactarian card is played
instead."

This tactical switch is made
possible only because loyalism
as an Ildeclogy is thoroughly
reactionary and inharently
antl working class; or as one
of the anti-fascist activists
described it, "a parochial
version of fascism." Though
loyalism s based llke racism
on bigotry it Is one
dimansional, a singular hatred

for all things catholic,

A LL'

Instead of all things black.
Primarily the task that the
BNP have set themselves Is

"to broaden the horizons" of
the loyalists, "to bulld on the
bigotry” so that in the end the
"Jewish conspiracy of the BNP
transcends the "papish
conspiracy® of the Orange
Order!

It was precisely this analysis
that is said to have infuriated
Scottish Militant, not because
of an untoward reverberation
this anmalysis might have for
anti-fascism genarally, but for
putting the spotlight on the
compromises and contradictions
that accompany Its own
political entanglements. While
Militants venomous response
may neither be surprising or
indeed unrepresantative ol
other left groups criticised,
their particular position does
warrant specific scrutiny.

Mail pointed out the
"gvarall message" was that,
"i{f you are not prepared to
meet the physical force of the
fascists with phys force
you must retire the
political arena."

As The

from

other than The
Mail may have felt threatened
by the message, The Mall felt
equally threatened Dby the
appearance of the messangers.
Clearly aghast at the infarence
of cultural as well as political
confrontation it rallied, with
instinctive display of
middle class solidarity.

While people

an

"Various supporters of Antl
Fascist Action were shown in
silhouette, as they talked with
relish of viclent confrontations
with the BNP...their main
spokesman, a burly ruffian
with a thick geordie accent, a

leather jacket, and a woolly
hat sneered at good old
fashioned liberals and trendy

lefties who would be - wary of
his message of violence."

In contrast Republican Ney

again, felt it was "refreshing
to look at a radical
organisation by the people
involved in I," While Time
Out stated that, "Mensi's
strong Geordie accent demands
attention far more effectively
than the usual BBC English".
The Independent, which found
the tone of the programme
"uncompromising” and
unrepentant, was itself
uncompromising In its approval
of "the woolly hat" which It
went on to describe as
"fatching"!

The uncompromising working
class orientation also drew
some [raternal criticlsm from
'Workers Power': "not enough
volces of women and black
people, and no mention at all
of attacks on lesbians and
gays."

This may well be true, but of

the people Interviewed on
screen in  the 29 nute
programme, 44% were eith

black or female.
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CONNOLLY
COMMEMORATION
CRUSHED !

One of the highlights of the
republican calendar in
Scotland, the James Connolly

Commemoration was banned by
Lothian Council after
representations were made by
the police, They warned of
violence If the march were
allowed to go ahead and cited

examples from last  years
march to support their action.
Eleven arrests (which they
omitted to mentlon were all
from the 300 strong
loyalist/fascist counter-demo.);
IRA songs (on a republican

you baelieve

march, would

1t21?); banda waaring
paramilitary uniforms! and pit-
bull terriers (they didn't say
whether they were loyalist or
republican, what songs they
were singing, or il they were
in uniform!)

Daspite the opposition of the
state, the Commenm
Committee and the R
Bands Alllance resolved that
the march would take pl
and called for their supporters
to assemble in Edinburgh on
30th  May. The police
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FIGHTIN
TALK

"AFA HAVE BEEN WAGING A WAR ON THE STREETS"

Rutifimes

"HARD HITTING DOCUMENTARY THAT PULLS NO
PUNCHES"

TIME OUT

"ANTI-FASCIST ACTION DO NOT BELIEVE IN NAMBY-
PAMBY SOFT LIBERAL CONCEPTS OF POLITICAL
DISCUSSION®

‘Y THE INDEPENDENT

"IT WAS A SERIOUS ERROR OF JUDGEMENT BY THE

BBC. A PLATFORM FOR THUGGERY".."HOW CAN TT
RESIST A DEMAND FOR THE BNP TO REPLY?"

Daily Mail,
"REFRESHING-MORE OF THE SAME"
An Phoblacht/Republican News
"EXTREMIST"

FINANCIAL TIMES
"GLORIES IN VIOLENCE"

THE SUN

"PUTS THE CASE FOR CONFRONTING MODERN FASCISM
WITH VIOLENCE"

New Musical Express
"AFA IS A RACIST ORGANISATION",

Lee Jasper Anti Racist Alllance,

*THE BNP DOES NOT ADVOCATE VIOLENCE, UNLIKE
MENSI AND HIS PALS",
Bl Owen - South Shields BNF.

DESPERADO S
OUT GUNNED

his 1 in a rather

HERTS AFA (a coalition of all

anti-fascist elemonts in the Wa sot' Ay
area willing to implement a law i
policy of Ideological and plained on hi
physical confrontation) has i bout
racently been Involved in a Intimidationl!

campaign concerning a viclous py, gacond hearing, an
attack hy BNP m s on style committal i '
local restaurapt orkers  in :

Buntingford, Herts. Pursuing a

lead, subvarsive ule 1

attended a prelim
at Hertford Magistrates
attended by Milton

fascists and Blood and Honour
promoters Nell and Paul Parish.
Neil Parish has fe ed with a

L]
Court
Keynes

y b

number of other Isfits ir
front page articles In the
Milton Keynes press as a

of a BNP vigilante

claiming to rep
‘law and order'! At the and of
the hearing, chubby, baby=
faced Neil attempted to draw
the attention of any ourt
olficial who would listen t Nail 'Baby Face' Parish
the presence In the street
outside of two persons we Monday April 13, and around
appeared to {magine weare 40 people turned at 9.00
threatening him! A oumber of Aan to plcket Hertlord
photographs were indeed taken jagistrates Court, distribute
of the baby=faced bandit leaflots and generally t
showing him hiding In fascist defendants.
corner of the court s it it, @&
jacket pulled over his i rly=birds
His missus finally pulled up before court was
outside the court in the family
motor and Neil ran outside ir
this frankly ridiculous posture disappeared rou
and hid In the back seat of aﬂra
the car - still with t jacket .
over his head!! Dri away, BACKPAGE
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SCOTLAND OUT OF BRITAIN!

The bitter [eeling has been
replaced with a growing
nationalism which is essentially
anti-Tory In nature. This Is
because despite returning @
solid majority of Labour votes,
Scotland Is effectively
governed by 11 Tory MPs (out
of a total of 72) and @
handful of arse licking Scottish
lords, un-olulod nd hellbent
o el Tory policl
on Ilnlth. Education and the
Poll Tax.

Whilst the constitutional
question has dominated since
the election, it was an issue
which was largely brought to
the fore by the Tories
themselves in order to create
confusion and to  divert
attention away from thelr
decimation of Scottish Industry
and towards a debate between

Labour's "devolutionist”
arguments and the SNP
position of "Independence In

Burope.” Proof of maenipulation
of these arguments by the
Torles, came when the Scottish
edition of the SUN declared
itself In favour of
Independence with the headline
"Rise now and be a nlllou
us making t
only newspaper that lnppom
the SAS and the SNP!

From a position of being laced
with a total wipe-out, the
anti-Tory vote was successfully
split and the Conservatives
actually gained two seats!
However, this result should be
borne in proportion - the
Tories still only represent 25%
of the electorate, which Is
hardly a mandate to carry on
regardless!

However, the constitutional
question has nor receded after
the election and it continues
to gain ground. The isolation
that was [elt by working class

people in Scotland when the
Poll Tax was Implemented a
year In advance to Its
introduction In England and
Wales has returned. It has
broadened Into a developing

nationalism which has been led
by Scotland United.

CONNOLLY
COMMEMORATION
CRUSHED !

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE.

launched one of the biggest
operations seen In Scotland
since the miners strike In
order to deny republicans the
right to march.

At the usual 'warm-up' march
In Glasgow, there was an
unusually high police presence
who were determined to stamp
their authority on the
marchers and their supporters.
Two people were arrested at

the Glasgow march. One of
these was @& Red Action
member selling the Celtic

fanzine, 'Tiocfaldh Ar La', who
was told that he was being
detalned under the PTA. He
was held for § hours and was
uently informed that the

agalnst him were for
'Breach of the Peace' and
'Resisting  Arrest'. Buses,

booked by Republican bands
well in advance were persuaded
by the police not to turn up.
Those which did were [ollowed
and turned back before they
reached Edinburgh.

Meanwhile, In Edinburgh itself,
hundreds of police swamped
the city centre, arassing
anyone who attempted to
assemble with others. People
were moved on from bus stops,

This cross-class alliance like
many other campaigns which
attempt to unite people st the
lowest common deaominator
(le ANL, ARA etc) Is high on
glossy leaflets and badges but
low on a strategy to achieve

p or de

Their main demand for a
multi-option referendum on
Scotlandh future could itself
prove to be a gift to the
Torles. What If the outcome

Predictably, pro-Labour lefties
like Militant and the SWP have
backed the devolutionist
position "in the Interests of
working class unity"! Both the
SWP and Militant are tied hand
lnd fast to the British state

were to be | lusive which
is highly likely based on the
propoud three way question on

its objective of a Scottish
parliament.

There Is much hasis on
large scale rallies “and pop
concerts  but [ growing
reluctance to organise local
campaigns and resistance to

the Torles in working class
schemes.

This Is because Scotland
United resambles very closely
the safe 'Stop It' campaign

that s organised by Labour
and Trade Union Dbureaucrats
against the Poll Tax. It later
became known as the 'Pay It'
campalgn amongst  anti-Poll
Tax activistsl

Scotland United's unwillingness
to campalgn amongst the
working class appears to stem
from a paranola about being

"Infiltrated by Trots and the
SNP"! In other words, Scotland
United, if the Labour
leadership have thelr way, will
be about absorbing energy
rather than achieving

thrown out of pubs and
hounded out of the city
centre.

Clearly there are legal
questions regarding individual

civil liberties and the right of
republicans to march which
ought to be pursued.
However, any challenge In the
courts, should be properly
regarded as a supplement to
the challenge on the streets,
not an alternative to one.
Any over-reliance on state
courts to overturn state bans,
can mean that everything
becomes subordinate to this
legal strategy. This may lead
to demoralising compromises,
Including the motive for
holding the commemoration
being depoliticised by the
organisers, In pursuit of the
required 'respectable image'.

With all the eggs in the legal
basket, alternative

devolution or the
status quo?

What other options does the
campalgn have?

The only real question that
needs to be anmswered s
whether a Scottish parliament
should be a devolved assembly
which retained links  with
Westminster or & completely
independent parliament.

Red Actlon members in
Scotland are in favour of an

independent Scottish parliament
as opposed to the Labourite
position of devolution. The last
thing that we need In Scotland
Is another tier of local
government. Labour s already
the establishment in Scotland,
In terms of local government,
and has done absolutely
nothing to resist the Torles so
why should their devolved
assembly be any different?

have falled to eves apply for
a march this year.

In complete contrast to the
wrelched capltulation in
Glasgow, the Edinburgh
committee stood Its ground
and never lost sight of the
fact that a certain deflance of
the state is inevitably built
into such occasions. Indeed to
salute and Immortalise the
armed defiance of a historic
and revolutionary figure s
after all the principle reason
for the march's existence!

For that reason Connolly
should be commemorated in
Glasgow and Edinburgh this
year. Whether in the form of
marches or at public meetings
and rallies. If the state
succesds In  keeping the
Connolly march (which already
has a large base of working
class support) off the road,
this will not represent an end
to its ambiti

or fallback positions are never
seriously considered or worked

out. In the absence of @
political strategy, the collapse
of the strategy often

leads or can be used as 2
pretext to shelve any further

plans to hold an out-door
commemoration, at all as,
"hopeless®. This Is  what

happened in Glasgow where the
Hunger Strike Committee under
the stewardship of the Labour
Committee on Ireland  were
banned last year. T'

This Is evident [rom the fact
that the Intimidation and
harassment meted out by the
state and the loyalists to the
young Republican organisers in
the bulld up to the march, has
not ended but Intensified.

A week prior to the march
one of the organisers, was
phoned at his home by the
Special Branch, who warned
him that his name and the
names and addresses of others
active on the committes had

they are tied
politically to the  British
Labour Party (Militant don'"t
have enough feet to put in
thelr varlous camps; Labour,
Scottish Militant Labour;
Independent  Labour).  Their
thinking Is dominated not by
working class Interests but by
their own self-interest and
romanticlsm. Both groups have

argued that to break
completely from the British
state  would put at risk

working class unity, bullt over

generations! Since when has
the unity of the working class
depended upon the

constitutional arrangements of
the ruling class?

During the miners strike, the
strikers were able to enlist

support and solidarity from
other workers around the
world.  National boundaries

don't stop the capitalists from

organising multinational
companies so why should an
Independent Scotland make |t

any less likely that workers in

been clrculated among
loyalists. Less than ten minutes
after the 'warning', two
strangers attempted to force
his door but were spotted by
neighbours. In the weeks
following the march up to ten

Glasgow and Edinburgh would responses
support those (n London or
Liverpool fighting the same
boss?

Working class unity [sa't some
romantic ideal that exists only
In the heads of a few lefty
"revolutionaries”, it becomes a
reality as a result of struggle.
Scottish, English, and Welsh
workers can still unite to fight
the common enemy!

Rather than break down any
unity that exists, an
Independent  Scotland  could
actually signal the bresk-up of
the UK state and the defeat
of the British ruling class. The
false unity, represented by the
British state, represents oaly
the Iaterests of Capitalism and
Imperialism.

Significantly, Scottish
Independence could also mean
the beginning of the end for
British Imperialism In lreland.
The opening up of a second
front could seriously undermine
Britaln's Interests In Ireland
and Inadvertently ald the
Republican cause.

In the process, the ideclogical
twins of Loyalism and
Unilonism; a distinction shared
only by the Tories and the
BNP in Scotland-would have to
be taken on and smashed.

If the British ruling class can
use "divide and rule" in
Ireland, then it can be used
against them and their sacred
'United Kingdom'l

Obviously, the ‘second [ront’
In Scotland would have to
determine its own methods and
tactics to achieve Its goals,
but ot the moment, a
campaign of direct action and
civil disobedience rather than

and three public
-uuul are  planned In
working class areas around the
themes ralsed in the leaflet.

Rather than ralsing "demands”
upon MPs, and counclllors or
proposing @ “beefed-up" anti
Poll tax campaign, Red Action
advocated resistance to
Westminster rule.

If the left and the nationalists
are serious about Scottish
sovereignty and opposition to
rule from Westminster, then
why continue to pay for It?
As well as maintaining non-
payment of the Poll Tax, a
campaign aimed at cutting off
funds to ocentral government
could be organised,

Noo-payment of electricity,gas
and TV licences would hit back
at Tory privatisation as well

as affect their propaganda
machine.
Obviously, there would be

natural fear about further non-
payment campaigns but If we
can make our communities
Sherlff free zones then a little
of the same treatment would
ensure that the gas,
electricity, and TV sncoper
vans were kept out of our
areas.

Trade Union backing could
prevent any antagonism
developing. The unions could
also force employees to stop
collecting Income tax further
affecting government revenue.

Such measures have been used
by the civil rights movement
in Ireland, the Basque country
and even by squatters
throughout Europe.

They aren't utoplan dreams.
These forms of direct action

armed struggle are the are the sort of civll
appropriate hod: Whilst disobed that would get
some starry eyed  tartan results, and are a lot more
romantics might [favour the realistic than the dreamers
latter, It is necessary 0 who are king Scotlands
establish working class support future on & erendum!

for Independence. There have
been moves to emulate the
armed struggle before which
have Invariably falled because
of a lack of community
support, state inflitration and
outright sabotage. Any moves
to form "Tartan armies" would
be extremely premature, If not
suspect!

Red Action In Scotland has
slready produced a leallet
which proposed direct action
and community organisation
wall beyond the
of the left and
United. We have
received favourable

which goes
rhetoric
Scotland
already

Instead of a phoney-war, such
@ campaign could force a real
constitutional orisis that would
be in the Interests, not only of
Scottish workers, but of the
English, Welsh and Irish o
walll S.Mills. Glasgow.

RED ACTION ARTICLES

All signed articles are
that persons own view,
and may not necessarily
reflect Red Action
decided policy.

strategy needs to be developed
to match and couster the
familar but effective natiosal
strategy of the state.This Is

Special Branch offlcers have
been involved in surveillance FURY OVER-
and naked harassment of the
organisers. By targetting the CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE.
core actlvists on the | Implicit in the 'Workers
committee they are serving | Power'  criticism is  the
notice that they intend to| suggestion that being lesbian
encourage the committes, to] of gay, must be juxtaposed
wind up voluntarily! In | somehow against being working
recognition of the fact that]class! Some of the others
the James Connolly march (s} intarviewed (acluded a vatetan
the now the only Republican | of Cable Street, a sacked
event left in Britaln with | docker, a professional boxer,
genuine public appeal, it faces | and a former UDA supporter.
the danger of it too, being| All of those lnlﬂrlurld had
left Isolated by fair h been [ d or felt
[riends. Red Action membern ened by the [fascist
from Glasgow,  Edinburgh, nce, as to thelr sexual
London, Liverpool and | preference, because none of
Manchester made It to | them felt it appropriate to tell
Edinburgh on the day, precisely | us, we like 'Workers Power',
for that reason, and will be Jcan only speculate. The
part of any campaign to | exclusive employment of
overcome the harassment of | visibly working class
Republicans by the state. advocates was quite
deliberate to remind people

For this march to survive, a
strategy needs to be

support for Republicanism that
exists in Scotland.
In  addition, ] ational

that with regard to the anti-
fascist  struggle, both In
victory and defeat the working
class has always had primacy.
To warn people that since the
30's, the last time [ascism
made its appesrance as a
European wide phenomenon,
the German Communist Party

had 100,000 registered
members. Today that living
link between the revolutionary
left and the working class has
withered. Is dead. To
admonish them against
complacency because today
many of the traditional
working class Institutions of
defence have collapsed or are
disfunctional. As a result,
embittered by repeated
betrayals the most disalfected,
sections of the working clas
across Europe, have begun to

look rightward for radical
solutions. Ta alert everyone
to the fact that when fascism
has been stopped it is only
working class peple that have
stopped it. To point out that
the daily skirmishes taking
place on the streets acrom
Europe today, are not the
beginning of a war between
different classes, or a war
between different races, but Is
essentially (] struggle
conducted within the same
class. A rudimentary struggle
between right and left for
physical and ideloglcal
hegemony, but this time being
fought out within the sole
bastion of anti-fascism; the
working class. It is the same
people who were party to the
betrayals, who have turned
their back on the class, who
are now most blind to this
reality.
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LETTERS

TYNE & WEAR AFA
A MOCKERY !

Dear Red Action

I started doing a bit of work
with TWAFA In Sep/Oct last
year because | wanted to do
something about the fascists
and didn't know anyone else
who was doing anything locally
but had heard of AFA
(TWAFA shouldn't be 'allowed'
to use these initials they're a
mockery!), Since then I've
done a lot of work for them
which has  gone largely
unappreciated in that any
discussion |  attempt to
Instigate on  tactics gets
dismissed or simply Ignored.

Thelr main campaign has been
in  Sunderland since then,
whare the BNP have been
allowed to establish a regular
paper sale since last summer
and now it is their main base
Here (there's no doubt that
they are getting more
established in this region).
TWAFA's response has been to
stand In the same area near
the BNP giving out leaflets
about how nasty and racist and
violent the BNP are, In other
words, advertising them more
than the BNP themselves do
and mo attempt Is made to
confront them aither
ideclogically or  physically.
They cannot offer an
Ideological alternative because
they claim to be "hideously
respectable” (councll funded)
non-party-political Including
religous and community groups
(although the inclusion of
these groups s  massively
exaggerated!) They think cross
class unity Is the only solution
(but don't achieve any!) and
aren't  Interested in  the
working class and winning over
possible fash supporters by
offering an alternative.

They believe in complaining
through officlal channels as

the only solution and
petitioning the council to ban
BNP paper sales, prosecute
them for stickers and fly
posting etc! They have such a
shallow solution to the
problem, it makes me sick-

they never even think about
addressing root causes. This s
made worse because there's
one or two good people
wasting their time with them
but more Importantly because
they aliesate 80 many
potential working class anti-
fascists as well as driving
other people into the arms of
the fascists through  their
nauseating tactics! They also
give the fascists confidence as
they think that this Is the best
we can manage in the way of
opposition to them-hardly a

threat to their intimidating
and dominating Image and
tactics.

Some TWAFA leaflets do

nothing more than list criminal
convictions of varlous (ascista
throughout the countryl I'll try
and send you a sample of
some of their leaflets and
newsletters so you get the real
flavour!

TWAFA has a malling list of
nearly 300 people for its
newsletter (mostly  Labour
movement people and council
leaders) but caa’t mobilise
even 10 of these to help with
survelllance or  intelligence
etcl! It has resources due to
council funding but creates so
much bureaucracy for Itself
that the struggle just gets
buriedl  They are more
interested In working with

than working class pu;plu.

The BNP are getting so
confident that they turned up

at the annual turgid Mayday

rallyl There was 500 lefties
and eight fascists - they
didn't even come "mob
handed" though: they didn't
bring any “heavies" just a
regular paper selling squad!

They injured two lefties but
walked out of the park
relatively unscathed apart from
the efforts of a few of us who

the ANL and other
leftles who tried to stop
people hitting them | The fash
won this episode mot the left,
it was appalling the lefties
just didn't know what to do-
they just wanted to ignore
them!

The TWAFA response to Blood
and Honour gigs up here Is to
find out on the night (by
surveillance) where it is then
call the police and ask them
to stop it = which they didn't
do surprisingly enough - and so
they get to have their gigs
unhampered!

problem that
ten month campaign
(leafletting nearly avery
Saturday) has had little effect
on the BNP and even worse
anti-fascists have  stopped
coming to leafletting sessions
to the extent that Instead of
forty people, there is less than
ten and it's not safe to
leaflet! People that should
know better could not see the
problem/answer that is staring
them in the [ace-someons had
the audacity to suggest that
we were seen too much as
Labourites and rabble and we
should market ourselves to
Torles and Liberals etc and

an  "intensive"

stop doing street work and
concentrate on  complaining
through olflcial channels
Instead! Needless to say |

couldn't even be bothered to
waste my breath again, raising
a class analysi nd class
strugg! politics! Someone
complained about the number
of lifestyleists, hunt sabs types
that wused to come to
leaflettings and get us a bad
image. Someone else :uggested
mobilising the AFA northern
network to occupy the pub the
fascists use (and picket It and
petition the brewery etc), |
suggested that a stunt like this
for a couple of hours one day
would do nothing In the long
term battle against raclsm and
fasclsm. | was told It would
get the manager bad publicity
but | don't think many people
would care If they're not anti-
racist!

1 bet this letter makes real
depressing reading HOWEVER
IT IS NOT ALL BAD NEWS!
Through TWAFA, Class War,
Antl Poll Tax etc; | have met
@ lew people who agree with
the need for an effective AFA

group and slowly we have
the need for an effective AFA
group and slowly we have

enough people dotted far and
wide throughout the region to
get a  network together (to
defend each other Initially and
also start an AFA group with
a gig/public meeting etc). |
agree with the notion of
polarising people along
racist/anti-racist lines as the
main division. | think we've all
got to concentrate on getting
the fundamental message
across to the rest of the
working class that racism and
capitalism stinks and why and
that there can be something
better!

On that happy note 1'd best
shut up for now!

Take Care

TN
Heaton

Newcastle upon Tyne

A

Dear Red Action

1 am writing to your
organisation for the first time.
1 am a member of the
Soclalist Workers Party In
Japan, for which | am working
as & contact here In Britain.

I have been informed shat your
tendency hold the theory of
state capitalism - as well as
ourselves and | would like to
study your view, particularly In
comparison with Tony Cliff's
version. (Desplte the name, we
don't affiliate to the British
SWP though we have some
contact).

In Solidarity

there s a fundamental
difference between the
! workers'  state'
theory, and that of ‘state
capitalism'. In so far as the
workers' state theory
maintains that the former

senderwest a4  change of
political form from @
(degenerate?) workers' state
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Articles in the Red Action
paper are printed with the

article ezamining the
Trotskyite and seo Trotskyite
theories concerning the nature
of the Stalinist states appears
io lssues 5 6 8 of the joursal
Opea Polemic (OF BOX 1180
London W39 PF)

Dear Red Action

Thanks very much for the
stickers (I'm sure they'll
brighten up some lamp-posts
etc somewhere) and the two
coples_of Red Action. Please
find Ylosed E£3.00 for the

next ten issues.
1 found it very good reading,

especially the hard-line
Republican stance and
your support for the Irish

Republican Army in their war
against the British state In the
six counties (and beyond).

I'm a committed Scottish
Republican who also wants to
see (hopefully very soon) a
thirty two county Irish, Welsh
and English Socialist Republics
as & matter of principle. My
Scottish

support for
independence Isn't based on
any sort of "Bonnie Prince

Charlie romanticism" (although
the after-effects of Culloden
with Cumbernauld racist anti-
celtic stance was every bit as
severe as the "Hell or
Connaught" position faced by
the Irish during Cromwell's
rule.) It is based on the sort
of arguments put forward by
the likes of Lenin who
admitted that It was the right
of every mation in Europe to
sell  determination  (whilst
denying It too a large part of
the USSRI) and by this
country's (Scotland's) greatest
Soclalist ever, John MacLean,
who "unashamedly" stood on a
platform calling for a Scottish
Workers republic, until he was
killed due to hardships faced
in the custody of his majesty
(l.e. HMP Peterhead etc).

Does your "Endorsement” of
"the armed struggle as a
legitimate tactic™ also convey
to Scotland, and if eg: a
Scottish Republican Army were
set up would you support it?
Yours aye

D. F.

Knockanrloch

Moray

PS Keep up the good work
with Anti Fascist Action. You
may be Interested to know
that on Sat 22nd at the
Aberdeen v Rangers game, the
Rangers fans flew a BNP flag
throughout the game (as wall
as giving their usual nazi
salutes!).

gEATNG

THE FASCISTS

Dear Red Actlon

Could you send me 250
"Beating the Fascists" stickers.
| and my friends are getting
increasingly pissed off with the
slow, creeping Increase of NF
propaganda in and around
Birmingham.

If you also send me 10 coples
of Red Action | will try to
sell these amongst friends, also
could you send me a copy of
'We are Red Action'.

Although not yet a member |
will try to promote and bring
awareness of Red Action to as
many people as possible.

The fight against Fascism s
all too Important to Ignore,
united In strength we should

work together to  crush
BNP/NF  influence. 1 look
forward to an early reply! Best
wishes,

G. F.

Birmingham

CLOSE TO
THE
TRUTH

Dear Red Actlon

Hil Been reading your paper
for a year or so when | can
get it on demos and pickets
and stuff-thought [I'd plunge
for a subscription. | like the
AFA reports and stuff on
Ireland. The stickers'll go
some way to unsettling the
local BNP squad In llford
where I'm living for the
moment. I'm actually a
member of the SWP but |'ve
supported AFA's views for a
number of years and continue
to do so despite ANL mark 11
which Is not measuring up to

my expactations! I'm not alg ‘

among my branch elther.

| was (nterested In )rcuu-s

comments In the article
"Trotsky's verdict on the ANL'
(issue 62), 1've gotta bone to
pick about your Inferences on
the class nature of Jocal
government workers. Yeah, |
have got a college education

(surprise, surprise) but most of
the  workers In Housing
Benefits and Poll Tax and
cashiers and telephonists etc.
have not. Nor do they have
"leisurely careers"
unfortunately. To most of us

Local Government work is just
a job and not a particularly
well paid or stress free one at
that. 1, for one fucking hate it
and wish | was educated
enough to do something else.
That said | do think you've
come close to the truth in the
article.

Anyway, best wishes. 1'll still
be supporting AFA after the

ANL mark Il has dissolved -
sooner rather than later |
expect.

Yours C. T.

Grays

B e’
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Dear Red Action

I read this Item, laughed and
thought you would appreciate
it. It's taken [from an
‘autonome’' paper 'Ausbruch’
(Break Out) published |In
south-west Germany., If you
can't find space pass it on to
some other worthy organisation

like AFA, the DAM or
whatever.
| hope it demonstrates that

not all Is fascist gloom and
doom over here.

On March 21st various nazi
organisations mobilised across
Germany for a demonstration
intended to gain a foothold In
Leipzig, where they are not
yet particularly strong, and
generally to strengthen their
organisation, Among those
expected were leading nazl's
such as Christian Worch of the
FAP (Free Workers Party) or
Thomas Dienal from Weimar,
currently occupled with the
setting wp of the NDP
(German Natfonal Party).

We this

ware prompted by

mobilisation to visit on March

JOIN
RED ACTION

0th a
number

two storey house,
20 Schmidt-Ruehl
treet in  the Scoenefeld
district of Lelpzig, postal
address of the FAP,

We only knew for certaln, that
the Leipzig FAP officlal Dirk
Zimmermann lived there, with
a girlfriend, whose name we
don't know, The windows of
the ground floor were boarded
up.

When we forced our way into
the otherwise undefended house
during the night before the
nazl demo, only the woman
whom we'd seen In the days
beforehand was sleeping there.
We asked her to dress and
come with us outside into the
courtyard. The dog  had
panicked as we came in and
we made sure that it was able
to get out.

In the occupled rooms nazl
emblems and swastikas were
hung on the walls along with
different sorts of military shit.
There was an office, where we
found FAP and Viking Youth
papers, which we took with us
and had a good laugh at. We
found amongst them:-

=Membership papers from the
FAP and Viking Youth,

=Photos, i orochures,
correspondence with other
nazl's,

=Court papers to do with
actual bodily harm, police

papers about the confiscation
of a firearm,

=Material about the 'Auschwitz
hoax', against abortion, arms
magazines, international fascist
propoganda,

We destroyed the flat and the
office in the otherwise
unoccupied house, made sure
that the woman really had
been alone and set the house
on fire, because It was used
exclusively by the nazi's. It
happened to be a detached
house, so that there was no
threat to innocent people.
Obviously the nazl's were
feeling very secure or It
wouldn't have been so easy for
us. For example, the door of
the house was open, there
were no sentries, despite the
public anti-fascist  counter
moblilisation for the next day,
and this despite the house
having already been the target
of an anti-fascist action once
before.

It is possible to attack the
fascists and their organisation!

Think about actions-don't
leave them in peace!
Ever more attacks, so that

they can do less political work
(and are occupied with their
own sell protection),

Autonome Anti-Fascists

Red Action is an organisation founded by working class
people to work for the furthering of the cause of
Socialism. Membership is open 1o all who sccept our
political princples and pay & weekly subscription. Every
member has an equal vote on all Red Action policy and

descisions,

If you support our aims but do not wish to become a
member, you can become 8 supporting member. This docs
not entitle you 1o vote, but you will receive.

1. A free subscrip 1o the

Pap

1. A regular internal newsletter that will keep you

informed of what is going on in the organisation.

3. Notification of any Red Action activities in your area.
The cost for this is £20 for one year.

Subscriptions to the paper are still available separately.

The cost is €3 pounds for ten issues. Please remember that
producing a paper is a very uneconomic business and we

wre always very

ful for any d [

el

and esp

grateful 1o anyone who can (ake exira copies io sell.
All cheques and postal orders should be made payable

10 ‘Red Action'.

BM BOX 37, LONDON
WC1N 3XX
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'A COMEDY OF ERRORS :

ke rest

Workers Power (WP no. 148)
recently published an article
on Red Action, in which they
concluded that RA rejected
Marx's concapt of the
dictatorship of the proletariat.
They have since apologised and
acknowledged that RA does not
reject this concept - just the
reverse. RA's reply has been
published in WP no. 152. It is
accompanied by a second
attack on RA written by Mark

Harrison, In  their  second
attack, RA s stigmatised as
practising "vulgar sociology"

and of being - wait for it -
"squeamish utopian Stalinists",

- T
socialists to call
themseives 'Marxist' above all
depends.

In a key passage,
Power suggest that,
“the proletariat has to create
an authority for itsalf, and
Indeed over itself that allows
Its vast numerical strength to
be  concentrated  at the
decisive point."

Whoa there! "An authority for
Itself" - of course, this is the
essence of the dictatorship of
the proletariat. This s the
too, of  Engel's

Workers

Much more Irnporllnl than any
amount of sectarian abuse is

the dispute concerning the
place of democratic [forms
within

Marx's conception of
the workers' state. Red Action
believes that it is wpon this

AR & THE PARIS COMMUNE

defence of centralisation and
authority in relation to the
anarchists - against whom his
arguments are directed.
Engel's entire point s that
without the centralisation of
authority "in the hands of the

The key to any analysis of
Marx's own concept of the
workers' state Is an
axamination of his reaction to
the Paris Commune of 1871,
He wrote a cnnlumporlry
of the re
avents in France ('The Civil
War In France') during this
period which provides an
udrivalled insight Into his
understanding of the processes
of proletarian revolution. The
war between France and
Germany In 1870 had led to
the the capitulation of the
French and the siege of Paris
by Prussian armies. Ordered to
surrender by thelr  own
government, the Parisian
workers of the National Guard
seized political power in
dellance of both the Prussian
armles and the bourgeols
republic based at Versallles.
This was the Paris Commune.

Marx ascribes this decisive
mistake to the "indulgence" of
the Central Committee, which
Marx says was, "interpreted as
mare symptoms of weakness."
Y This is the same Central
Committee that Workers Power
contrast to the allegedly
weak-willed Commune and as
command as being composed of
“the most decisive and
resolute elements™!

What was this "Central
Committee"? Marx says it was
the "provisional government"
of the "glorious working men's
ravolution” of March 1871,
Workers Power tell us further
that the Central Committee
was "sell-selected" (WP) and
praise it for being so:

"The Central Committee of the

proletariat” (WP), there can be
no democracy, no “suthority of

the  majority the
misority® (Engels). That |s,
centralisation and  political
authority are the

instruments workers'

without which there
could be no democracy of any
kind.

Now examine, most carelully,
the next bit: “"and over
Itself®. Indeed! Here the
assence of the
Trotskyite/Leninist revision of
Marxist  political  principles
exprassed with clarity and
simplicity. Consider what this
formula could possibly mean. It

is

does not mean that the
workers elect an executive to
implement  the programme

democratically decided upon by

each company, appointing In
thelr turn the delegates of the
battalions, who in their turn
appointed general delegates

af le ft versns Ped Aetion E

the class, but an authority
that imposes its own
programme Irrespective of the
wishes and interests of the
class,. Do  Workers Power

suggest that there should be a|

referendum In  which the
proletariat Is asked, "Do you
agree to surrender all political
authority to the self-elected
and Irremovable Central
Committee until the Central
Committee decides to give It
back?" Perhaps not. But how

else would the proletariat
"create an authority over
itself"? In effect Workers

Power argue that the working
class is incapable of providing
Its own leadership - of
Instituting political rule of and

for itself - and that political
authority is therefore the
pregrogative of a  "sell-

selected" revolutionary party.

the producers...The
communes of every district
wera to  administer their
common affairs by an assembly

tural

who were to p t a
district and to cooperate with
the delegates of the nineteen
other districts. Those twenty
delegates, chosen by the
majority of the battalions of
the National Guard, composed
the Central Committee..."

It Is too late for Workers
Power to sneak back In the
closet and claim they didn't
really mean to endorse the
imposition of a "sell-selected”
putchist and explicitly anti-
democratic clique over the
authority of the elected
representatives of the class or
that this process was somehow
not a ‘'real' election. Marx
himsall bars the way
unequivocally:

"Never were elections more
sifted, nmever did delegates
more fully represent the

It Instituted  revolutionary . a8 "(Wp) masses from which they were
forms of proletarian ryay “js quite unequivocal: the i

dictatorship' and in its short Central Committee, say All of this, let it be carefully
existence before being workers Power, was wsot ©mphasised, refers to the
defeated by the armed forces giacied and allege that Marx

of the  counter-revolution, gunoorted ft  against  the

formed the [irst workers' state ,...04 body of the Commune. | Fundamestal to the theory
in history, Marx asserted that: 4 ig giffjcult to know whether | ®nd of the
With the struggle in Parls the y;0 iy 5 congcious effort at]| revolutiossry left s @

struggle of the working class
against the capitalist class and
its state has entered upon a
new phase...a new point of
daparture of world-wide
historical importance has been
gained."

Power howaver want
to suggest that Marx was
critical of  the 'nalve’
democracy exhibited by the
Commune and [favoured a
dictatorship of a restricted
'cadre' type grouping. They
allege that Marx at one point
criticised the Commune for
belng too lenlent with the
forces of reaction. This is so.
The Paris proletariat showed
too much "good nature"
towards Its enemles as Marx,
in a private letter, phrases it.
Therefore, Workers Powar
conclude, Marx belleved that
power should be concentrated
in a "sell-selected"” (WP)
Central Committee, This of
course  doesn't follow: a
demacratic majatity can
perfectly well be as ruthless,
violent and so on, as any
oligarchic committee.
Centralisation and  [forcible
action can be sanctioned by a
democratic majority of the
working class as well as by a
military junta.

Workers

In their article, Workers Power
say that Marx criticised the
Commune for not being
"authoritarian enough". Let us
see what Marx himsell wrote,
in his major published work on
the 1871 events, 'The Civil
War In France':

“In  their reluctance to
continue the civil war..the
Central Committee made Itsell
guilty of a decisive mistake in
not at once marching on
Versailles,” (Marx)

misrepresentation ot simple
incompatence, But at least
Workers Power have come out
of the closet and declared
themselves in favour of the

radical and perverse revision
of the theory and practice
of Marzx and Easgels. In
effect, this revision in
theory has come to

loadership of @ band of | represeat the negation of
dedicated who practice. Red
are not elected by anyone but | Action's *impertineat”
themselves - and who then | exzploration of the ceatral

overule the decisions of the
representative body of the

class itself. These of course,
are the putchist tactics of
August Blanqui - who had
many followers In the Paris
Commune,

Perhaps Workers Power are in
fact confusing Blanqui with
Marx, bacause Marx says, in a
well known text, that the
"Central Committe was

Issves iovolved has led to
the rest of the left being
forced to abandon or defend
theoratical positions
previously regarded as
impregoable. This article
illustrates how a
representative group of the
revolutionary left, Workers
Power, have been forced to
make their bitherto implicit
break with Marz and Engels
open and explicit.

"slectad by virtually the whole
body" of the National Guard,
some 300,000 in number, "the
bulk of which consisted of
working men." In fact, 215 out
of 270 battalions of the
National Guard took part In
the elections: the rest Marx
calls, "the old Bonapartist
formations". Marx stresses that
within the National Guard,
consisting of, "all the armed
manhood of Paris", it was,
"the working class battalions
who had taken the initiative."

election of the Central
Committee  which  Workers
Power praise precisely [for
being "unelected" and as being
evidence of Marx's support for
the dictatorship of unelected,
authoritarian cliques over the

class!! It must rank as one of

the most bizarre, contorted
and embarrassing arguments
ever produced by a

revolutionary sect.

Marx's support for the "sifted”
democracy of the Central

In the original draft of 'The Committee is not limited as a
Civil War In France', Marx transitory or special form, It
explaing in considerable detail s designed to extend through
the basis of the Central the whole of society:

Committee's election; "The Paris Commune was fto
On Its  existing miltiary serve of course, as a model to
urannlunun [the National all the great industrial centres
Guard] grafted a political of France, The Communal
federation according to a very regime once established In
simple plan. It was the Paris and the secondary
alliance of all the National centres, the old centralised
Guard, put into connection one government would in the
with the other by th® provinces too, have to give

delegates (Marx's emphasis) of 4

& to the self-government of

of in the central
town, and these district
assemblies were again to send
deputies to the national
delegation in  Paris, each
delegate to be at any time
revocable and bound by the
mandate or formal instructions
of his constituents."
Conversely, Marx
the proposal of
Power and
Trotskylte/Leninist groups of
that ilk, l.e. the assumption of
dictatorial power by a groups
of "salf-selected” and
"sclentific” soclalists In the
midst of revolutionary crisis ~
their  "taking power not
through an election but
through an uprising” (WP) -

as a counter revolution against
the Commune. For,

On the other hand, nothing
could be more foreign to the
spirit of the C than to

describes
Workers
other

Action though, remains with

Mln on lll question, It Is
that

socialist
organisation that opposes itself
to Marz on the
central isswe of the prisciple
of workers democracy, is not

h call itself a

!

!

H

wWorkers !uwn accuse RA of
'pmﬂltln[ the elected body of
the Parls Commune as @
"perfect ideal" - 'utoplanism'
= which they say, Marx "never
did" (WP). In fact, RA has
never done anything except
quote Marx's own opinion on
the matter! It is Marz who
holds the communal form of
organisation as a model for

Li

:g;?a

T
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the dictatorship  of the

proletariat, being:

"the political form at last

discovered under which to

work out the economical
lon of labour,"

Jit Workers Power still want to
repeat the slander that It Is
RA who "idealise” the
revolutionary democratic
institution of the Commune
while Marx and Engels as they
say "attacked” (WP) it as not
being ‘dictatorial' enough, then
let them chew on this:

"Look at the Paris Commune.
That was the dicta of
the proletariat.” (Engels).

Or this:

"there canmot be two opinioas
sbout it - the Commune was

Marx).
But Workers Power and the
Trotskyists do have a “"second
opinion" on the Commune -
they allege that, "Marx and
xnuuls have very serious
riticl of the C i
MFJ. For RA the definition of
a 'workers' state' (and
aqually, of the 'dictatorship of
the proletariat') is just this:
"the political power of the
working class" - no more or
less. Amy authority elected by

the class must be as Marx 90
himself stresses, accountable

(Le.
o ). It

does not of course mean that
a workers' state once
constituted will never
henceforward, make mistakes.

Marx sald more than once that
the Commune acted "with no

supersede universal suffrage by
hierarchical investiture.”

As for the formula of Workers
Power, that the proletariat will
need to erect a (state) power
"over" itself, Marx examines
this very question in some
detail:
".all public functions..were
to be executed by Communal
agents and therelore, under
the control of the Commune.
It is one of the absurdities to
say that the central functions,
not of governmental authority
over the people, but
necessitated by the general
and common wants of the
country, would become
impossible. These functions
would exist, but the
functionaries themselves could
not, as In the old
governmental machinery, ralse
themselves over real society
because the functions were to
be executed by Communal
agents and therefore, always
under real control."
That is to say, such agents
would always be electable and
revocable, Here Marx identifies
the institution of political
authority ower society (the
Workers Power prescription)
with the "old", i.e. bourgeois,
state. He further differentiates
necessary and legitimate
governmental functions
("general and common wants")
from "governmental authority
over the people" - which he
explicitly rejects.
How do the Leninists and
Trotskyites reply to that? If
they were honest and said
publicly what they presumably
say in private, they would
argue that Marx was wrong,
and that the party dictatorship
of the Bolsheviks demonstrated
a higher level of revolutionary
organisation than any known
to, or anticipated by, Marx, It
would at least have the merit
of being an honest and
coherent proposition, Red
L]

p | to Infallibllity” and
was "not ashamed to confess
blunders by correcting them."

It does mean that RA, along

bureaucratic  machisations of

-selected committees of
"scientific® wsoclalists » la
Workers Power. To this end,
the public [functions, Marx
insists, "military, admin=
istrative, political”, must be
made workman's
functions, instead of the

hidden attributes of a trained
caste.” It is not centralisation
and authority that RA {o:
Marx or Engels) object to - on
the contrary they are the

Instruments of any
democratic process. But the

entire question revolves around
the question, who exercises the
asuthority and who does the
centralising and on behall of
whom? Red Action insists
that it must be a majority of
the working class.

In a number of articles, RA
has stressed that the primary
condition of any form of
revolutionary workers' state is
the democratic organisation of
the workers themsalves. Marx
puts this concisely:

"Whatever the merits of the
single measures of the
Commune, its greatest measure
was its own organisation."”
Its political and
character, Marx asserts,
consists not in any specilic
‘programme’ or 'perspective’,
but, "only in this, that
workmen govern the Paris
Commune."

Marx adds that the Commune,
"consisted of simple working
men" ~- its most important
qualification,  Further, this
communal form of political
organisation was to extend
throughout the new workers'
'state’. In other words:

"The great social measure of
the Commune was its own
working existence. Its special

social

measures could but
the ds of a go
of the people by the people.”
The  dictatorship of  the
proletariat is defined by Iits
class form and class content -
and not by the Iideology or
programme of a sect of
political "sclentists".

betoken

This is the real meaning of
Marxn attacks on the
Utoplans, He explains the roots
of their utoplanism:

"All the soclalist founders of
sects belonged to a period In
which the working classes
themselves were neither
sufficiently tralned and
organised by the march of
capitalist society ltsell to
enter as historical agents upon
the world's stage..."

Evidently Workers Power still
belleve this to be true, though
Marx even in 1871, patently
did not. But in that case, they
would galn far more respect
by comsciously and avowedly
building thelr organisation on
that  premiss, rather h-
continuing to FI_

are followers of
Workers Power claim for
example, that the preservation
of the state in the hands of
some professional caste of
revolutionaries - they boast

that they are set apart [rom

the class, "we are Marxists,
scientific socialists (WP)" - Is
the key to the soclalist
transition. Marx himsell is
ruthless in his criticism of
such leaders and their elitism;

"In  every revolution there
intrude, at the side of its true

dint of repeating year after
year the same set
declamations

the [irst nm...un hamper
the real sction of the working
class, exactly as men of that
sort have hampered the full
bnlw-ut of mrr previous
They are an
unavoidable evil.."

For Marx, it is the defining
feature of the state
that It presents itsell as an

authority standing over society.
He writes:

"Only the proletarians..were
the men to  break the
instrument of class rule - the
state, the centralised and
organised governmental power
usurping to be the master
instead of the servant of
society."

It is the Commune itself which
so far [rom being the form of
a workers' state as a form of
authority over itself, actually
"breaks the modern state
power”. The unity of soclety is
to,

"become a reality by the
destruction of that state power
which claimed to be the
embodiment of that unity
Independent of, and superior
to, the nation itself..."

As Engels wrote in 1875, "the
Commuse was no longer a
state in the sense of
the word", (Lenin added in

'State  and Revolution' that
this was the "most
theoretically important
statement  Engels  makes").
There is no 'gap' or
"transitional period' beatween

the overthrow of the bourgeois
state and Its replacement by
the political power of the




workers which
advocates of an interim
‘dictatorship of the party' can
creep. The Leninists and the
Trotskyites on the other hand
have made the Bolshevik party
dictatorship that emerged from
the circumstances of the civil
war in Russia In 1621 the
inspiration of a concept of a
'transition  period"  behind
which all questions of the
immediate Institution of
workers' power and democracy

can be shunted for the
duration. For  them, the
historical circumstances of

that dictatorship becomes a
new  political principle. In
place of the democracy of the
Commune  you have  the
authority of the party: |n
place of Marx, you have Lenin
and Trotsky; in place of the
worker, you have the political
commissar. On the contrary,
the process of class
control was envisaged by Marx

in 1871 to begin with the
process of Insurrection Itself,
with the election of the
Central Committee of the
people's militia.

The  'workers' state  as
p by Workers Power
however, is explicity a replica

of the bourgeols state, or in
their own words, "an authority
over the proletariat”.
Conversly, Marx's own
description of the Commune Is
this:

"the reabsorption of the state
power by soclety as Its own
living forces Instead of as
forces controlling and subduing
it, by the popular masses
themselves, forming their own
force Instead of the organised
force of their suppression...”
"State power" Marx asserts,
"is the creation of the middle
class, a means to crush the

supernaturalist
soclety, @

by the people for

priesthood of the “sclentific
soclalists” - which Inevitably,
as the history of Bolshevism in
its bureaucratic
demonstrates - resolves Itsell
into a state standing “over"
the proletariat? As Marz
wrote in relatioa to
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functions.”

An elegant and devastating
description of the monolithic
and  authoritarian  Bolshevik
party and state bureaucracy,
as It had developed by the
time of Lenin's death and so
admired by 'Marxist-Leninists’
todayl

LENIN & TROTSKY

»

which have seized power over
the proletarian mass In a time
of unrest. No, these are organs
which are planned creations of
that mass..which have been
elected by the masses who are
responsible to the masses [and
are] unconditionally democratic
institutions..." (Trotsky's
emphasis)

"Unconditionally democratic” -
this is entirely in the spirit of
Marzx. Unfortunately for
Workers Power, Trotsky
emphasises the centrality of
the distinction between the
authority of the elected organs
of the workers themselves, and
the authority of "conspiritorial
organisations which have selzed

dictatorship, For by 1820,
Trotsky's emphasis s

different. He notes  that
"formal democracy” and

"inter~class democracy” - by
which he means the extension
of democracy to bourgeois or
antl-working class elements -
Is distinct from the democratic
basis of the Commune, which
Is founded upon the majority
will of the working class and
its Immediate allles. This of
course, Is also true for Marx.
But then Trotsky speaks of the

"lack of experlence of thejs

Commune” Itself, and the
"Immaturity of It =
participants”, thelr "lack of
unity" and "indecision”, etc.jS

Trotsky complains that:

power" ower the p
While Workers Power argue
enthuslastically for the latter,
Trotsky In 1905, unequivocally
rejocts it!

Even In 1817, Trotsky Is still
eulogising the Commune as
"the greatest event In the
history of the proletarian
struggle." The pre-revolution
Lenin writes in the same year,
against the revisionist Kautsky
that,

"the transition from capitalism
to soclalism s

without a certaln reversion to
primitive democracy...All
officlals without exception,
olected and subject to recall
at any time...these self-evident

democractic measures...serve
as a bridge leading from
capitalism to  soclalism,”

(Lenin's emphasis)

He explicitly denies, as did
Marz before him, that the
elective principle is capable of
suspension in favour of a self-

salected revolutionary
priesthood:

"The way out of
parliamentarianism is not, of
course, the abolition of

representative Institutions and
the elective principle, but the

conversion of the
— — p Institutions from
It s to be hoped t dispersion of the b acy, 'talking shops' into working
overyone who has followed the the establishment of the bodles."
argument so far (and possibly principle of election of all
In earlier editions of RA) will functionaries...these are the Lenin Is at this time [fully
oo longer be willing to swallow measures which from the aware of the gull between the
the fiction that the principles, example of the Commune, it Is Pputchist tactics of Blanqui, and
politics and programmes of necessary to carry through at the workers' democracy
Trotskyite organisations such the very beginning." advocated so forcefully by
as Workers Power are Marxist. Marx:

believes that Workers Power
are not unique, but typical of
the Trotskyite left, and that Is
why their attack on RA s
significant. Since the roots of
Its arguments are so shallow
and so easily demolished by an
analysis that Is truly based on
Marx's own position, how Is it
possible for Workers Power and
other Trotskyite/Leninist groups
to commit such an outrageous
catalogue of misrepresentation
and distortion? Where does the
tradition of the party
dictatorship and its distortion
of the history and principles of
the Paris Commune stem from?
In this case, the answer s, in

Under these conditions Trotsky
says, "popular
representation...can be nothing
other than a democratic form
of the rule of workers'
democracy."

On one particular, he Is very
Insistent,

"The dictatorship of the
proletariat in no way signifies
the  dictatorship of the
revolutionary organisation over
the proletariat, but a
dictatorship the
proletariat. And this was best
shown by the Paris Commune."
At this stage then, It Is
apparent that Trotsky
forcefully repudiates the very
formula promoted by Workers

:lm;;'.:; ;‘:u:‘:' bnm"rnud: Powar and other elements of
even here betwsen Trotsky, 'M® : Trotskylte/Leninist
the revolutionary fighter of Y@neuard!
::'ngna:nlm:n:l “::‘nu” the He contrasts the experience of
the Viennese revolution of
1848, which,
Writing In 1805, Trotsky s , "' '
concerned to  apply the o dominated by  the
principles and lessons of the :ludonu...The proletariat
ollowed the students...This
was a classically clear form of
a b lent  revol y
dictatorship over the
"The Central Committes of the "
proletariat.’ (Tratsky's
:ﬂnﬂ II-:. galoed "hl' emphasis)
“"-'— "". tion By 1871 Trotsky observes, this
"o“.“.“ m_m“ had changed:
"In the P Communa,
everything was based on the
*The Cestral Commites was |POUtical indepandence of the
elected by virtually the whole
body of the Natiosal Committee of the National
Otandocliteer. Base siostions Guard warned the proletarian
helectorate of the Commune not
more sifted, mever did |, 00 hat only those
delegates more fully represent | ...\, who were elected from
ﬂl“.lﬂlmh the midst of the workers
m:m themselves would serve them
well".
The lesson from the Commune
is still vital for Trotsky In
C to the Y 1905. The Soviets of Workers'

situation in Russia:

"The abolition of the standing
army and the police, the
arming of the people, the

Deputies,

"are not previously prepared
conspiritorial organisations,

"to become a power the class
consclous workers must win
the majority to thelr side..We
are not Blanquists, we do not
stand for the selzure of power
by a minority."

He consequently emphasises
not the suspension or
abridgement of democracy, but
Its extension:

"To develop democracy to the
utmost to find forms for this
development, to test them by
practice - all this Is the task
of the struggle for the soclal
revolution,"

There Is no hint here of
revision of Marx in
dirsction of substituting the
party for the class and
principles of self-selection for

any
the

those of  electlon. Lenin
thoroughly  understood  what
Marx had sald, and spells It

out. The great revision was
only to begin with the actual
period of the dictatorship of
the Bolshevik party. Lenin does
comment, along with Marx and
Engels (and Workers Power)
that the Commune [ailed to
crush  Its  enemles  with
sufficient determination; but
immediately adds:

"The organ of suppression
however, is here a majority of
the population, not a minority
as was the case, under slavery,
sarfdom and wage slavery. And
since the majority of the
people Itsell suppresses Its
oppressors, a ‘'speclal force'
for supression is no longer
necessary."

The later history of the Cheka
d commentary on this
declaration.

Workers Power and the whole
Trotskyite/Leninlst crew will
want to [orget these 'lapses'
on the part of their heroes.
They will want to concentrate
on Trotsky's later writings
when a |eading [functionary in
the -‘Ilhﬂ'ik party

"The repr of
Natlonal Guard were In
cases men with a very modest
revolutionary past. 'Not one
well known name', writes [the
historian) Lissagaray."

Marx had already drafted an
appropriate reply:

“To the objections of outsiders
that they [the elected leaders)
were unknown - [n point of
fact that they were known
only to the working classes...
they proudly answered, 'So
were the twelve apostles', and
they answered by thelr deeds."

But ppily, the

what it Is that has the task of

'leading'.
"The entire working class...can
act methodically and

firmly..on the condition that
at its head..there s an
apparatus which Is centralised
and bound together by an Iron
discipline.”

Marx of course, does not have
any objection to
"centralisation” In ltsell. The
political scheme that Marx

» (4 4
of the Workers Power analysis
falls to notice that Trotsky is
also criticising the Central
Committee for its
"irresponsibllity"”, "pathatic
attitudes”, Its "fecble and
formalist  dictatorship® and
"political timorousness”, l.e.
the very body that Workers
Power had praised to the skies
for its "decisive and resolute
elements”! We will not
embarrass them further by
asking who Is correct on this
question, Workers Power or
Trotsky. Nor Is It necessary to
underline the fact that
whereas for Workers Power the

Central Committee was
"unelected"™ and "self-
selected”, Trotsky

acknowledges that,

"The Central Committee of the
National Guard drew its
authority from  democratic
electibility”,

being "elected’ directly by the
masses”.

It is in 1821, however, that
Trotsky develops the analysis
which to all appearances
Workers Power have attempted
to tall, albeit with an
ineptitude which does Trotsky
himsell no favours. Here for
the first time, Trotsky directly
attacks the class (tself, not
just Its represantatives, for
lutl i BNCH,
"The Commune shows us the
heroism of the working
masses...but at the same time
it shows us the incapacity of
the masses to choose their
path, their Indecision in the
Inadership of the movement..."
This Is because,
"It Is only with the aid of the
party, which rests upon the
whole history of its past,
which foresees theoretically
the at of
development..which  extracts
from it the necessary formula
of action, that the proletarist
frees itself from..its lack of
declsion, its mistakes."
From this, It Is but a step to
the conclusion that;
"There was no organisation of
a centralised  party..with
speclal organs for realising its
declsions,"
In a word,
"The Ceatral Committee of the
National Guard needed to be
ll

So what for Marx was the
highest and final term of
praise  for the Central

Committee as a revolutionary
body .. its expansion in
practice of the concept of the
democratic representation of
class Interests, has bacome [or
Trotsky In 1021, a limitation
and a reproachl Readers of
previous RA articles in editions
60 and 61 will not be surprised
to trace the connection
between Trotsky's changing
theoretical position and his
actual position as the military
head of a regime fast
becoming authoritarlan
dictatorship,

We are now onto the relatively
famillar ground of who and

ketches above In relation to
the communal government of
France is directed towards
providing the most democractic
possible form of majority rule
consistent with the political
dictatorship of the
proletariat.

"The unity of the natlon was
not to be broken, but, on the
contrary, to be organised by
the communal constitution...In

reality the Communal
constitution brought the rural
producers under the

Intellectual lead of the central
towns of their districts, and
these secured to them, in the
working men, the natural
trustees of their interests."
(Marx)

This Is a vital part of the
meaning of the dictatorship of
the proletariat. As Lenin
summarised Marx's position In
his 1917 analysis in 'State and
Revolution',

"if the proletariat and the
poor peasants take state power
into their own hands, organise
themselves quite [freely In
communes and unite the
actions of all the communes In
striking at capital..won't that
be centralism?"

Trotsky has added an entirely
new qualification: that organs
elected by the working class
are incapable of leadership;
that a self-selected group
must rule in their place; that
this group rules ‘'in  the
interests' of the working class
(as that group understands
them). How Is this last step
accomplished? How s the
authority of the ruling group
enforced if not through the
consent of the ruled, l.e.
through election? There is, to
the eye of common sanse, only
one way = through the use of
force, a police apparatus. Yet
this form of ‘authority'
excludes no-one, Bandits, war
lords, feudal lords or slave-
owners have a title equal to
that of any seli-selected
'revolutionary committee' to
authority of this kind,

Trotsky must therefore provide
at least the appearance of
soma kind of third relation
between the ruler and the
ruled - a non-accountable
authority that doesn't rely on
brute force:

"The revolution must create an

organ composed of
experienced, reliable
organisers...giving it full
powers to choose, designate,
and educate the command."

The "command”, as for
axample the Central
Committee of the Commune,
may itsell be elected, but

must, Trotsky says, submit to
the "full powers" of an organ
created by "selection from
above".  Reversing Marx's
position, Trotsky asserts that:

"Electibility, the democratic
method, but one of the
instruments in the hands of
the proletariat and its party.
Electibility can In no wise be
o fotish..The methods of
electibility must be combined
» , those of appointments.”

IS DELIBERATE
LLUSTRATION OF LENIN

Obviously,

11 you have
elections

to a certain body,

which are then totally and
unaccountably subject to
revision by a body that
appoints  itsell - then you

haven't got a 'mixed' system

of election and appointment:
you have a system of sell
perpetuating authoritarian

dictatorship pure and simple.
This in fact is how the
Bolshevik  party functioned
after 1921,

Trotsky then, clearly faces a
problem in making his
conception of a species of
non-elected, non~-totalitarian
authority 'sexy'. These are
some of the ways he attempts
to present this third relation:
"the party [should be]
continual contact with the
masses [and]  through the
party's militants, would have
penetrated into the masses,
uniting their thought and their
will. The party does not create
the revolution at will..but it
penetrates at every moment
the state of mind of the
revolutionary  masses...Needed
ara a correct theory, an
intimate contact with the
MASSOS.edl party [that])
penatrates into all the domains
of the proletarian struggle
[and is] linked intimately with
the movement of the masses,
with its ebbs and flows."

This Is the Mills and Boon
theory of the dictatorship of
the  proletariat, With  his
uncompromising  and hardly
accidental stross on the
concept of 'penetration’
Trotsky reveals how the party
is conceived as an insulated
and compact soclal group,
mastering and inseminating the
passive political body of the
masses. As | am told happens

in

in all Mills and Boon epics,
the object of the party's
attentions, the proletariat,
eventually learns to love |Its

master and even the feeling of
being dominated, So at least,
the theory goes, Of course,
language lke this is ultimately
meaningless and at best
represents a sort of soft-focus
'enhancement' of an otherwise
disagreeable reality. By 1919,
lo fact, only 11% of Bolshevik
plf‘y members ware workers.
The reality can only be that
the "salf-gelacted"” party
enforces its authority over the
class by armed force

Imprisonment and shootings.

In Trotsky, this is a prelude to
his introduction of the main
thame of his revision of Marx.
Marx, as has been abundantly
demonstrated, insists first and
last upon the principle of
elaction within the political
form of the dictatorship of the

proletariat, This Is not the
same as "formal" or "inter-
class" democracy, but It s

never abrogated or diminished
as the formative principle of
the exacutive bodies of the
working  class  itself. For
Trotsky, on the contrary,
"simple alections” cannot
resolve the challenges facing
the class during the revolution.
"The methods of shapeless
democracy (simple electibility)
must be supplemented and to a

certain  extent replaced by
maasures of from
above."

This is the exact point at

which Trotsky departs from
Marzism - and from the pre-
revolutionary views of both
himself and Leain.

F.GORDON.



ntly Red Action met

with members of the
Basque Liberation Movement,
Herri Batasuna,

During their stay a number of
meetings were held with Xabi
and Bego who come from the
town of Elbar and are involved
in the organisation of Basque
militant youth., Thelr collective
also produces the
political/cultural Basque
fanzine, 'Porrot'.

The following Is an interview
they gave for Red Action,
outlining the historical context
of their struggle and their own
personal analysis of recent
developments.

RA: What are the historical
roots of the Basque struggle?

RA: What are the main forces
Involved In the movement for
liberation?

made up of, HASI (political
party), (patriotic

unioa), (organisation for
the movements),

-y - >

RA: What are the territories
that make up the Basque
country?

RA: How Herrl

is
organised as a party?

Batasuna

What are

that

the political
operate in

'bottom up', and mot
down'. Each village, collective

t lIs  Herrl Batasuna
working class organisation?

XGB: Herri Batasuna is based

i
il

the armed
anisations,  the

X6B: The maln armed struggle
organisstion Is ETA-Euskadi
)'.T Homeland
w

RA: Do ETA's actions enjoy
widespread support?

X@B: ETA's actions enjoy
widespread

RA: The lssue of ‘policing'
anti-social crime by the IRA
in lIreland, is a subject that
often brings rise to
controversy. Do ETA carry out
similar actions?
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What
between HB and ETA?

XGB: Basically the relstion

RA: Is the relation

the same as that of Sian Felo
snd the IRA in Irelasd. Herrl
the actions

RA: What Is the
repression in Euskadi?

level

X@B: The leval of

i

i
T

RA: Do you have many
prisoners, can you tell us
something about the situation
in the jalls?

which it is possible might
escalate isto a very serioms
situation, so peocple should
watch the news clossly.
There are also fifty four
political deportess and 2,000
political refugees, who are
unsble to retars to

RA: What effect has the

activities of GAL had on the
Basque struggle and what have
the political consequences of
their actions been?

XGB: PFiest of all it
importast to explain to your
readers what exasctly GAL is
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RA: What of recent
negotiations between ETA and
representatives of the Spanish
State, in Algeria?

RA: Do you Dbelleve a
negotiated freedom to be your
objective, or that it is possible
to be taken by revolution?

X6B: At the moment
revolution is not really on the

political agenda in Euskadi.
We

know we won't get
all we want ion,
but for them to sit down

RA: You have both been to
Belfast, what similarities have
you seen between the struggle
Irish and the Basque

g 'z
YN
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We would like to thank Xabi
and Bego for giving their time

down In Algeria to discuss a to be interviewed, and hope
possible end to the presest they enjoyed their stay In
hostilities, and a move towards London. Later In the year, Red
solf-determisation for the Action members will be taking
Basque peoples. An agreemeat up an invitation to travel to
was reached that would allow Euskadi, and hope this will
both parties to move iate a help to Increase our
sew phase of negotiations understanding of the struggle
aimed ot a lasting solution. of the Basque peoples and
However, when news of this strengthen the links made
broke the Spanish goveramest between members of our
beset by internal comtradictions organisations.
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E-T-AINTERVIEW

—

Question. - ETA was born in 1959 and
oh‘unmlhu::dm uty:ﬁ levels
Organisalion , In pan-
cular following mmu Franco.
Does this mean that for ETA nothing has
changed since the fall of Francoism?
ETA. - The best way of ans the
Ais

. imposed

istice on their pant. Nor will there be on
ours, if it is not in the framework of a
political megotiation. There was an

viciory in 1939, and in 1977
there was no democralic ruplure with

menlary monarchy
18 writien in capital letiers and the par-
lismentary aspect is secondary...




McLaughlin has never been
involved in any Republican

and Is | of
all charges against him.

James Morgan (19) is one of
six children and like the other
three youths was employed in
a government sponsored Youth
Tralning  Programme  (YTP)
James was charged with IRA

told he could "say goodbye to P [ and
I the next fifteen years of his ge00moted murder regarding an

life," by RUC detectives. He IRA coffes jar attack on

El accused of membership of (Qugen Street Barracks, Belfast

Republican Youth and I he Ly o0k place on June 25th
didn't confess to the charges 1991, He was charged with
agalnst him that his "Ma and pging 5 “jookout” during the
Granny would be done @5 geea0k, He was arrested by
well." During the getectives from his St James
Interrogations  Michael  was pymg o June 27th. The two
repeatedly grabbed by the oo..0n javolved in the attack

testicles and accused of =
allowing his home to ba used e T oen arrested [l Haviog kopt their heads down during the controversy over the
as a Republican "safe house.” yerore ong vor ariven through child rape victim, the church has mow gone on the offensive
He was also threatened with ., o “village”, @& strictly
electrocution. RUC detectives ,.oiaciant area of Belfast to
threatened to place his feet in p,pi0raagn Detention Centre.
@ basin of water and then put Thae gyents Intimidated James
In live electric wires. He was .o reared for his life. He
told by the detectives that If .y |nrerrogated by detectives
he "squealed” on his mates he g 1o, days during which he
would recleve &  lighter g rrered brutal slaps to the
- sentence, Michael was charged ... 4o was told that his
"Every time there is an [IRA) attack in our area they [the  with attempted murder. He Is ..o had suffered a heart
RUC) are golag to arrest our sons as punishment.” not and never has been @ ... areer his arrest and had The latest political hot potato
i member of any paramilitary oo “ue was told someons hadf] 10  fall _ into  the  Irish Sorrespondingly the campaign
organisation and is innocent of jnformed on him and they had governments lap is the has lacked fire. The degree of
On the 22nd May 1991 the "Republican Youth"™ and for all charges against him. all the evidence they needed Abortion/Right to choose Conservatism of these feminists
British government gave the go that reason had motive to to put him away. He was told flasco. At a time when the W@ demonstrated when they
shead to the RUC to assist In the coffee jar attack Hugh Mclaughlin, who was with .0 i ho sioned a preparedf] Flanna Fail government, most tried to drop the demand for

Implement its latest draconlan by leaving the door to his yi.hael Beck at the time Of giarement he would get afj of the opposition and the usual repeal of the aighth
type ‘'law' designed to kesp home open thereby aiding the h, August 2nd attack was jighter sentence. He was asked Jj DIE business/big farming @mendment bocause it was too
the Nationalist people of West escape of the perpetrators. artested the same day. Despite 1o inform on arms dumps and[] Interests are threatening, lying, radicallll They are going down
Belfast  firmly  under its his protests to see a solichior, local people. He eventually] bribing people into voting yes the same road that led to

jackboot heel. On that day the Subsequent to his arrest Tony e did not obtaln legal counsel syccymbed to RUC prassuref] to Maastricht this issue keeps defeat in 1583 by hiding their
RUC arrested two 19 year old was subjected to six days of ynyy) 48 hours after his arrest. and signed a written | rebounding in the government poschosos visuks' Ghey. Son't
youths In what was to be the |interrogation by RUC officers statement. Before his arrastl] fuce. seem to realise that the
first of many arrests in @ In Castlereagh. His fames: was. fine and did notll The case of the fourtean year ™AJOTity of ordinary people

brutal campaign of intimidation interrogation included six suffer from any physicall] old rape victim being served don't see abortion as a cut
.::‘::lmlr':;l:.u?v““?! I::?r::: l;lll:)nll pul;’t::y o-:-orem:l:‘:;‘: l:'eir:adhl:urll':t:"%‘:;:ilfnluH“hEi}: allments. During his elevenl§ with an injunction nnn.rnntln;: and dry lssue of murder. A
Encu! s yoar later 12 youths from g t:m: “and Yo "along 1ead, armpits and knees. He months in custody ha has been § her from travelling to Englead recent opinlon poll In the leish
aged 17-21 years, have been -rnnxrr? m: other youths, was rm? was grabbed by the testicles hotpitalised twice, In onelto have an abortion really Times claimed 80% of people
arrested and remanded in ined by @ docu;g before 8nd forced to stand for long Instance he was left locked inll brought home to people the asked supported abortion in
Crumlin Road jail. One youth ;:I‘r:: - "“:,ms.“d During periods, In one Instance Hugh his cell in his own excrement]] anti-woman nature of the 1883 restricted circumstances and

was grabbed from behind by a and urine while he was ill. Hel§l eighth amendment. This was that 16% supported abortion on

:.h: th..l7:;“;::3!5'::"“":0::: ‘n?":l““l?: - .:::”lhu b::: d!mc‘“" who placed his ha’;m was taken to hospital sufferingll supposed 1o _protect  the demand while 19% supported
pefere Mis arrset e oati' nd on his throat, Over Hugh's mouth and nose from hallucinations and highll unborn ‘child' * from (he the complete banning of
. e head and on his throat. and threatensd to smother fever.  James has  beenf] 'evil of abortion', instead abortion. A 3%  difference

T combat this youth o g . sovere him. He was told by detectives diagnosed as having a possiblef]l was being used to terrorise between both ends of the scale
(] headaches, nose-bleeds and that his father would be "set pancreas disorder belleved tof] # child rape victim and 1eaves a lot of ground to be

internment policy relatives and gu.lien throat glands. Tony did "
up" as they would "plant some have been brought on by theg wis considered by st [fought for by both sides and
friends of the interned youths pot see a doctor until his sixth “P ¥ savere beatings recelved froml] People to bo obscens. it kit it el

formed a committee in August nig Stuff in his house." He was u
1991, VOICE OF #HE i.:td . ’lI:l.oIn D:"thn l‘::th d.' told by a "top cop® that If he detectives at  Castlereagh, IT""_ "':"l':l"ﬁh 10,000 °PPOTtunity for the pro-choice
errog . ¥y i h 1d James Morgan was chargedf '3%'¢ rought over v side to make significant gains.
INNOCENT, a non-political of his interrogation Tony became an Informer he wou poopla onto the streets of
group, has appealed to succumbed to pressure from D° Pald sums of money SER 00 RN JIRA Sembetang Ao Dublin t orotest  at  the
Y . 0), hown attempted murder. James hasfj PUOHA 10 protest A A much more radical pro-
community, human rights and RUC officers and signed a 0 E10,000). He was sl a isjunction. The depth  of T ¢
political groups In lIreland, forced written confession "allet, told that it contalned Dever been involved with the cholée group, 'Dublin Abortion

feeling lorced the government 2 ' v
£200, and told if he agreed to Republican movement and s B Information campaign' (DAIC),
Britsin and ln N. America 10 {mplicating Mm in the colfes ' innocent of the charges againstl] 1o back down and the supreme ajeo exists, It is mostly made

provide their support and ju attack, He was Dbecome an Informer he "would . gl s .
solidarity to put a stop to the iul;,"q“n“; charged  with be given a new life abroad.” bim. L;?r‘:‘":"il"”wl::;;l "‘;":"“m"‘t'll nm:»l .nunvuh:ul's and a fow n{
arrest, brutalisation and grtempted murder. After nine Aftef three days of I o il aad :‘h’f‘ m:f\‘l;-;zlln er’:tz 1“"[:‘:“:‘\,:",:1
torture of the Innocent youth months on remand Tony still interrogation a vague written The cases against the other |§ tharefore she had the right to g - 4 ] ¢
of West Belfast by British f headach confession was prepared by the i b th eriph - s supports free  abortion on
Geows Foroké Nad the U0 Nod sulfers from severe headaches, RUC and under extreme duress eight youths Is much the same. @ an abortion. This ljul gement qomand but  are  realistic
bef - el nose-bleeds and  depression. Hash ‘wae foroed to #iga M. Many more West Bellast B recognised a woman's right 10 go0u0n 1o realise that this will
ore other communities In Tony's  asthma  symptoms youths hava been arrested and ll life over that of a foetus and

not be won overnight and must
the Six Counties are targeted.  yorgened during the Hugh, despite his young age, (... o Castlereagh but havel] also allowed for abortions to o :

Interrogation  and  although ‘fefused all offers of a ;d“ls managed to endure thell be  carried out in limited 'l'::”,f—'mi:: T::.,,,J“T:.,f” ;,."";‘.:
:’0“' of BmIT youths °""3:" '; denled access to a doctor he :‘:"‘m;hre :oL:iEr:n’uH?nr:;;i:R"m,ﬂ brutality and pressure from the l circumstances, The Catholic win nickets, leafletting, public
J:‘::lu ar:n:m:f'pi:;eu .g.allm wes dupplisd with two Inbalers "L LU T ampree RUC: Ths RUC and Briishy fundamentalings, the cRUICh meetings and  were the
Three of them Anthony 1 day. Since his Incarceration oo Tl TU el four AfMY foot patrols In Westh and ity lobbyists - were grganisers of the march which
s " ; in Crumlin Road prison his chargas have since increased Belfast are gloating over the Nl outraged. Having kept theit peouoht over 10,000 onto the
Garland, Michael Beck and g nma has dramatically ' t \;hlch Gare {nterned youth and arel heads down during the emotive graats  support of the
Hugh Mcl.luignlin were charged yorgened. Tony Garland has :;olnum;lzl'ulut:[y no supporting bragging that there will bel time of the fourteen year old (,.rvaan yoar old rape victim
with involvement in an por been and s not @ i more arrests. As one person IJ} rape victim they went on the | W kgt
. avidence,) After nine months et e g v i DAIC has a policy of
:'IE;?‘:I:I ;:':CH 11'0‘01* P;:Cﬂ ‘:: rnn-mhc-rt of un; ?urumlhmr: Dnmr:r::n]d in Crumiin Road jail :n 1:1':kinql to pu:‘ "1( "llzvﬂnr' ":llen!lu:;‘. Irn:[ :,h\;rr..x lr,-ulll-nll confronting the |;|n4;,|-y.|'r\l;\|lsl_‘-
organisation an 5 Innocen me are is an attac n ou or another referendum to, ye ay & - {
Hugh suffers f{rom extreme con any of the major antl
EMISHRRN Rone:10 SARTASIINY = oF: SIP ONc g SN s d'uui:'oulon and nerves. He has 0roa8 they are going to arresty again, enshrine the right of anareion  demonstrations  and
in which a coffee far Gt walake d has constant OUf %008 as punishment." This@ life of the foetus over that of y.c vonn successful in the
incendiary device was thrown Michael Beck (18) and Hugh u‘il" "l"“' M"" prpcuel Hugh cannot be allowed to happen® the woman, The well organised that after the last
at security forces patrolling McLaughlin (18) were arrested e but while so-called Nationalist@ society for the Protection abortion demonstration,
;ﬁa area. No physical injury or by the RUC on August Glhh. newspapers like the Irish News® i (he Unborn Child rasulted in scuffles between
amage was sustained in the four days alter the toe the British line onR network sprung back into both sides, The attacks on
attack. Ballymurphy coffee jar attack. censorship and refuse to print @ action with mass lobbying of pro-choice neatings and
Immediately  following  the any il_l'“'ﬂ‘“ or |M'lﬁ|'3‘l_ﬁ"l by B politiclans and their usual picke stopped. DAIC  has
Anthony Garland (17) is one of goffee jar attack, both Michael VOICE (_)l— THE INNOCENT (a @ subtle manipulation of docided to suspend its
three children, the only and Hugh were sitting on a community  group not Al sympathetic media outlets, A individual activities for the
employed member of a single fence in Ballymurphy watching political one) then the Brits @ naw  phenomenon  in  the duration of the anti-Maastricht
parent family. On August 2nd the RUC arrest thelr friend and RUC will continue this @ fundamentalist ranks is & campaign and join with REAC
1991 at approximately 12.30pm Tony Garland from his home. oppressive attack on our youth. @ militant anti-abortion gr to try to make It more active
Tony was aslesp In his home Both were approached by RUC Youth Defence, wha use the and radical ' '
when a coffee jar attack on officers who asked for their Sy asder Eeotiol) 6T B and radical,
security forces took place on names and addresses. They All  right thinking people M American anti-abortionists, as The anti-abortion nigoth
the Whiterock road close to were told to go home by the averywhere must ensure that B opposed to SPUC's secretive confidence has been dented by
his Ballymurphy home. Previous detectives, Four days later the internment of our youngl manipulations. Youth defence the fact that people are
1o this incident security forces  they were both arrested people on trumped up charges B have organised confrontational willing to stand up publicly
had visited the Gl!l'lll(! home ar‘lhrlr homes by uniformed and forced confessions Is not ll pickets, sent threatening and oppose them and counter
harassing both Tony's mother RUC officers  for  their swept under the carpet. Well etters to TD's suspected of their hystarical moralistic
and other members of his alleged involvement in the must all back the demands of B haing pro-choice, sent arguments. This was

family. at 2.30pm, two hours attack, HBoth were taken

VOICE OF THE [INNOCENT. ostcards of supposadly aborted proved less than 1,000 peopl
after the attack took place, to  Castlereagh  Detention p pp proved les ' paople

We must all ensure an end toll foetus's to TD's and even tyrned out for their last

Tony was taken from his home Centre. false arrest, brutality and @ physically attacked pro-cholce® march, This Is less than a

and arrested by uniformed RUC torture of our youth, "Our [l meetings and pickets. Most of third of the people who turned

officers. He was arrested and \.nael Beck is the second]] Damien Austin aged 17 from[JYOUng people should not have B their propaganda is  from out for their previous march,

charged with the coffee Jar o400y of six children and was|| Beechmount, was one of thefjto live in fear of assault,@ America and verges on the also for the first time they

attack. Despite his protests t0 ., o1y employed person infjfirst of the youths arrested arbitrary  arrest, detention, | anti-semitic, As the had hired "minders" to protect

be en to Hydebank Young .. household, Hugh Jand tortured under the RUC'sjtorture and Imprisonment,"§ fundamentalists realise  that the march.

Offenders Centre he was takeh y.ia.onlin, also one of sixlatest campaigs, Since then, ]| (Kevin Nolan VOICE OF THEQ they do not have the support

Instead to Castlereagh pi4ran was the only employed | Damles has become  the | INNOCENT Aug 1891.) that they previously did these At the end of the day It is

Detention Centre. person In his family andsubject of the first Urgent militants have risen to the estimated that up to 100,000
contributed his earnings to the § Action Order to be lssued by fore. Irish women have travelled

The ting  RUC officers ,..0ine  of the housshold. | Amnesty International ol Anyone looking for further]] The repeal of the eighth abroad to have abortions. Since

sllege that Tony permitted Following his arrest Michael | northera Ireland, which § jnformation on VOICE OF THE[ amendment campalgn (REAC) the 1983 amendment was

those who carried out the g0 L. \nterrogated for four | indicates that they believe | INNOCENT or on the interaedf] I8 the main organisation on the passed and the fundamentalists

attack to escape by allowing g0y gyring which he suffered{that death threats made | youth should phone BELFASTJ pro-choice side, Unfortunately just do not have a solution to
h

them to run through the wya a0e chop" th it is controlled by @ p of
Garland home. It was further erighee s - 9 Jaisst Damisa by fhe UG 0232 332N, o G P g P i T, B M

back of his hea is resulted | might be carried out. middle~class  feminists  and continue to export  our
alleged by the :UC 'h;t T"":’ in severe headaches. He was M.COLLINS. BELFAST. “:*!N feminists who are problams. The bigots can be
was a member o the Jald to rock the boat and beaten this time.
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BNP have targeted outside the
East End of London has been
the small Lancashire town of
Rochdale, They see the town
as a stepping-stone into the
North-West as a whole, and
Manchester in particular,
where they have not been able
to mobilise for & decade.

Ths Importance they have
attached to Rochdale Is
evident in the huge amount of
rasources poured Into the town
by the BNP during the general

and local elections. During
the course of the alection
campalgns, they tried to
organise a national rally in
the town on at least four
occaslons.

Thelr candidate in the general
election was Ken Henderson, a
former Tory and squaddie who
has boasted that "the BNP are
going to kick some black ass

in  Rochdale". Despite this
boast, it has been the BNP
who have had their ‘asses
kicked',

Their first attempt to hold a
rally in the town ended In
ignominious fallure when AFA
occupled their meeting place
and chased them off the
streets (see RA no. 62)

Their second attempt fared no
better. On this occasion they
had to be given a police
aescort out of town after they
were ambushed by anti-fascists
(Manchester organiser  Alan
Payne Is still complaining
about his headaches).

By now the BNP were [inding
it difficult to book any sort of
venue at all In Rochdale.
Word had obviously spread that
any sort of assoclation with
fascists spelt trouble. This
was hardly surprising given the
amount of damage that had
already been done to several

pubs In the area duting the
recent clashes.
A third attempt to rally by

the BNP a couple of weaks
later was cancelled at the last
moment when a suitable venue
could not be found, AFA still
mobllised anyway. We had no
sooner started to leaflet one

DESPERADQS OQUT GUNNED cowro rrom FronT PAGE

One of the main areas the of ﬂ- aroas  thay ==l

standing In, when word reached
us that the fascists had been
spotted in a pub on the other
side of town. A flylng columa
of anti-fascists was dispatched
to the pub In which the BNP
mambers had hidden
themselves. No sooner had
the anti-fascists arrived than
the pub doors were locked and
bolted. At this moment the
BNP's minibus was spotted at
the rear of the pub. It was
set on with glee, and hundreds
of pounds worth of damage
was done to the van while the
master-race cowered inside the
pub. One anti-fascist who
returned incognito to the pub
in the evening was told that
the landlord, fearing for the
safety of his pub had
considered throwing the
fascists out Into the baying
mob, until two of the bone-
heads burst into tears, and
another disgraced himself In a
somewhat smellier  manner.
Adoll would have been proud

of them!
er

POLICE are investi
pating damage 1o a
van owned by Mr
David Taylor, Brit-
Jational Party
y election candi
date, and a car
owned by a woman
friend.

All the van windows
it

wd a i
telephone e
the day, fro,

Calling
L] LLEY
Action elf

‘Followed*

He said: vy,
they were com
1o Mr Tay)g
that they
on the

sald
g roung 1
s liomie

Y Were already
hl.’ﬁh--ﬂl'hl.m‘

the

a woek

later,
to slip
This time

However,
BNP did manage
through the net.

they had obviously learnad
from their previous mistakes,
and hid themselves away until
the opposition had gone home.
Then with considerable police
protection they held a small

Rochdale BNP activist

rally outside Rochdale Town
Hall (which colncidently Is
almost exactly opposite the
police station), One of the
few people who actually
witnessed this rally told AFA
that there were about 60-70

assorted fascists present, of
which a coach-load had
journeyed from London.

Overall AFA can regard the
campalgn so far as being
reasonably successful. We
have rocked the BNP back on
their heels in Rochdale, and
have created a space [for
ourselves in which we can
start to bulld an elfective
local campaign In the town.

That such & campalgn needs 1o
be buillt s undenlable. For
while the BNP were dealt
several body blows, they still
managed to collect 620 votes
in the general election. This
Indicates that there is a well
of potential support for the
BNP In  Rochdale. Any
campaign that can even hope
to prevent the BNP from
tapping into this well of
support must be based in
Rochdale, or at lesast contain
significant numbers of local
people. The only pre-condition
that AFA attaches to bullding
or supporting such a campalgn

Is that It is built to be
effective. What we will not
support Ts more of the passive

type of Anti-Fascism displayed
by the likes of the ANLetc. It
Is worthwhila to note, that
while AFA was at the sharp
end of every conlrontation
with the BNP In Rochdale, our
numbers remained constant,
and even increased a little.
The ANL and others, who in
the main concentrated on

handing out leaflets in the city
centre found thelr numbers
falling away dramatically. AFA
also handed out thousands of
leaflets In town, but
concentrated our efforts In
areas where the BNP could
expect to draw most of their
support from, the white
working class est The
lesson that needs to be learned
from this is that people don't
mind doing the more mundane,
boring type of work If they
can see that it Is worthwhile.
The two estates we
concentrated on were the two
areas whore the BNP stood
candidates In the local
elections. Thay did poorly in
both areas.

One curious side effect of the
events In  Rochdale, which
might be used to measure the
effectiveness of the campaign
50 far has been the
disbandment of the Manchester

branch of the BNP amidst
allegations that certain
Individuals were passing
information to  anti-fascists.
Clearly If the BNP had hoped
to wuse Rochdale as a
springboard  into h

then they have failed
miserably. This retreat [rom

the country's third largest city
comes in the face of
increasing levels of racist
attacks, and even murders In
the city. Red Action see
AFA's role in the area as
two-fold. The first is to help
bulld an effective Rochdale
based anti-fascist organisation
that will be capable of
challenging the BNP on all
levels (and two  recent
incidents of the BNP being
attacked in their own pub by a
number of local people
Indicate that there is potential
support for this) and secondly
to start developing a strategy
to combat the growing levels
of racist attacks in Manchester
itself, The two tasks are
separate, though not
unconnected, for If we fail in
one, then the other becomes
more  difficult, We have
advanced a long way down the
road since we [irst mobilised
for Rochdale, it will require an
even  greater amount of
determination and commitment
to finish the job. It will
require those same qualities in
abundance If we are to even
start making Inroads Into the
more commonplace everyday
racism that infests many parts
of Manchester, We are spurred
on by the fact that If we
don't, then sooner or later the
fascists will.

Bﬂﬁaﬁiﬂs e e

the ‘competition’, the fear
SEOF being out-flanked by the BNP,
MILITANT
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In rejecting the possibility u:i,':',::}:"-' o
an  anti-fascist/republican

blank to share a no-platf
platform with AFA because it :h!,-':;“;p:, has ..:.":

cornar while the others, slower
in thelr reactions, attempted
to push their way through the
locked doors of the court to
the accompaniment of kicks
and shoves. The single
policeman on duty did a
disappearing act of his own.
The beleaguered and panic
stricken fascists beat a retreat
to "Barney's Cafe" doing their
pathetic best to appear totally
unaware that that they were
being kicked and subjected to
vile abuse all the way!
Cornered In  the cafe, a
caricature fascist In the (full
regalia of camouflage trousers,
heavy boots, black  flight
jackat and shiny bonce with a
AWB emblem tastefully
tatooed on It, stood absolutely
transfixed  listening to a
lecture on his future prospects,
except for a cartoan-style gulp
as the message sank in. The
constabulary having recovered
their poise by this time, the
two subdued boneheads were
taken out the back and stuffed
in the back of a police car to
complete  their journey to
court. Hardly had the
assembled  anti-fascists  re-
grouped on the court steps
than the other fascist
defendants arrived in a taxl
Nell Parish had evidently
thought long and hard about
his previous experience and
turned up in a swashbuckling
handkerchief tled round his
podgy face In the manner of a
Wild West desperado., Laugh,
we nearly criad!! Fortunately
enough anti-fascists recovered
in tima to give the defendants
a good kicking as they went
nn the court steps.

Contact was made with the
asian  workers, who ware
cheered into court and who
afterwards effusively thanked
the membars of the picket for
their support. This contact has
been maintained. An occasion
that could potentially have
been intimidating for the
victims was turned round into
a vary trying experience for
the racist thugs. The
intimidators were intimidated.
A court officlal told us at the

lunch break that, "the
skinheads will not be coming
out for dinner," Both groups

knew what would have been on
the menul

It emerged during the hearing
that the attack, which took
place last November, was a
particularly nasty example of
its kind and amply reflected
the impression generated by
the defendants who, lined up
in the dock, looked like a
Victorian freak show. The
attack took place in
Buntingford, a small village in
the north of Hertfordshire. The
fascists clalm to have been
looking for the M1 on their
way back from a Blood and
Honour gig. Whoever designed
the master race evidently
forgot to programme them
with navigational skills.

The asian workers who were
the victims of the attack, had
Just left the Viceroy of India
restaurant when the fascist's
van drew up alongside them
and a number of Individuals
jumped out brandishing basabet!
bats and bottles. Outnumbe

and bewildeted, the restaurant
workers ware battered as they
attempted | to escape. The
fascists then drove off, only to
raturn for seconds some
minutes  later when  their
victims had regrouped. The
BNP vehicle then mounted the
pavement In an attempt to
crush them and having missed,
returned to the road. Again a
number of Individuals jumped
out and proceeded to hand out
a second Dbattering. The
manager of the restaurant who
had driven up and tried to
stop the attack, was cornered
by several fash in the garden
of a nearby house and knocked
unconscious. When he came to,
he found himsell being dragged
by the ankles towards the
fascists' vehicle and heard
them saying, "He'll do, we'll
take him" and, "Put the
bastard in the vamn."

Other workers were savagely
assaulted for a second time.
One testified to be held by
one of the [ascists with one
hand while being battered with
the other, He described his
attacker as being short and
chubby with a round, babyish
face and cropped hair, Neil
Parish says he was asleep In
the van all the time! Only the
Intervention of local residents
roused by the commotion,
caused the fascists o
withdraw and drive off, One of
the residents took the
registration, and the van with
Its ugly crew Inside were
picked up in the nearby town
of Hitchen - no doubt still
heading for the M1,

Evidently the fash are not
conversant with the latest
counter interrogation
techniques, and it s with
great pleasure that we can
report that several of the
fascists have dropped

themselves right in the shit In
their statements to the police.
It appears to be the case that
one of the prosecution
witnesses was inside the van -
if true, this could lead to a
very Interesting situation. They
have all been charged with
violent disorder and the driver
- at the Insistence of the
magistrate - with reckless
driving. Machetes and CS gas
were discovered in the van.
Just why the police saw [it to
drop just the single charge on
this bunch of racist freaks can
only be described as a mystery
shrouded by the majesty ol the
law. Nonetheless, the sound of
chickens coming home to roost
Is definitely in the air.

Herts AFA
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Is "sectarian.” that they now Implement a
the public meeting In ppa) P —
question called by Militant, In

BNP as the
irreconcilable enemy, and looks
to all Soclalists,

Anarchists as potential allies,
Militant looks on the BNP as

Order was warmly applauded regardy
for his offer of solidarity. The R

of the Orange Order,
regarded as the ideal
upstanding ally needed to [ace
down the mutual threat, that
both face from extremism.

Due to the irreconcilability of
Republicanism

would make the loyalist
Militant/axis untenable, and
from the way Militant see
things, this development would
oaly play into the hands of the
BNP. Cossequently, while the
radicallsm of the BNP
threatens the Militant/loyalist

“-

\

i constituency, AFA "u'f::
e threateas the coalition.
Counclior Tommy 1"l same |, " te  Militant/Loyalist
names' Sheridan w th belwark
instrumental in the attempt by coalition Is s

against extremism, and Il AFA
threatens the bulwark then
AFA must be the enemy!

R.A. merchandise

Militant to organise a public
meeting WITH the BNP
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