Action

boy |incompetent, to the cynical | was initislly attacked the | be takes, and was the position
his | manipulators of the 'radical’ campaign was ready to fall |[thet AFA argued for. The
the | groupings. These ranged from |into disarray. AFA delegates | discussion  towards reaching
end | the SWP, Militant and the supported all meetings called | this objective Involved a high
wes | National Black Cavews to(to  plan ®  counter- | degree of rhetoric stating the
black, it I & tragedy for all | GACARA - the Greenwich demonstration. We |lengths to which Individuals
of ss. When that marder ( Action Committes  Against | consistently stated that the |and groups would go to ensure
results in asger from the | Rece Attacks) objective of the cownter [that the fasclst march was a
community and that sager Is | Immediately after the stabbing, fallure.
wasted and dissipated by a | meeting re attended not This was unanimously agreed
gaggle of groups based In the | Only by the usual 'lefties' but prior to 25th May.
race relstions Industry and Io | by real people who felt real
the so-called ‘revolutionary | and intense anger and wanted Whea the 25th May arrived, it
left’, the tragedy s | to channel that anger towards was a different story. All the
compousded. Whea & |the [fescist British Natiogal grand statements which
campaign launched after the | Party (BNP).  Unfortunately suggested that ‘mow s the
murder s  betrayed by | their meetings were taken over time to make a stand' came
opportusists end self-seskers, | and run by buresvcrats who to It seems that the
then the tragedy is complets. d more | d In ‘organisers' of the anti-fascist
maintaining their positions as counter demonstration assumed
This Is what happened with the | community leaders and that no principled objectives
murder of Rolan Adams Is | spokespersons (for whom, one need be met, no thought need
February this year. Anti- | wonders?) than in providing a be given as to what difference
Fasclst Action were involved | direction for the anger. A “Rolan Adams, aged 15, the demonstration was to make
in the Rolan Adams Family | demonstration wes called for murdered by the l‘lllll. to the fascists and racists on
Campaign from the inaugural | 27 Aprll which was well betrayed by the left, Tha d. The arg
meeting through the | attended and militant. The put forward by AFA were
demonstrations and on the the | campaign Justifiably felt | domonstration should be to pay |dismissed and the rhetoric used
last mesting AFA attonded on | pleased with themselves for |more than lip service to the |by other militant groups and
30 June 1901. In addition to | the success. Unfortunately, | '00 platform for racists' tenet individuals In the campaign

Red Action, AFA Is comprised

of a number of groups
Including Direct Action,
Workers Power, RIL, The
Leninist, Glasgow Class War,
Soottish Republican Bands
Alllancae, together with
hundreds of non-aligned
Individuals. Others who

attended those meetings ranged

that was as far as their plans
seemed to go; they had no
vision of a way forward for
the campaign; primarily
because they had no objectives
and no strategles beyond the
march,

When the BNP responded by
announcing thelr own march
for the same route, rallying st

that all claimed to support.
we argued that this principle
should be put late practice,
that the object should be to
prevent the BNP either from
rallying or marching. If this
Could not be achieved, then
they should be caused as much
disruption  and  trouble as
possible, This was the ocaly

forgotten.

It was agreed that a sound
system mounted on flat bed
truck would move to, and rally
people at the point where the
fascists were to assemble. [t
was also agreed that the only
reason for the demonstration
to move would be to take over

e re ascist security arrives after anti-fascists
had already been and gone. Never mind chaps, don't get
too downhearted, and remember " Always look on the
bright side of life..."

KENSINGTON
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from the oconcerned but

the point where Rolan Adams | principled position that could

rermempBeren

On the 25th May, Kensington Library booked for o neo-

nazl rally at Tpm was squatted by over a hundred Anti-
Fascists at 6pm.

As the elderly Moseleyites filed in, they were introduced
to the audience by the chair who also provided a brief

Prisoners Ald (INLA), with part

Political Status by the thea
of the money coming from a

Labour government and the

raffls which Included amongst | introduction of the policy of N resume of their political careers, some spanning over
wi iDe Its prises art and craftwork | criminalisation, 50 years.

from prisoners In Long Kesh [As 8 resslt of the uitimate § The crowd clearly enjoying the spectacle sang "Always

8ad Portlacise jails.  Other |sscrifices made by the tes

- look on the bright side of life". The
- heads in_their hands in despair.

Later on in the evening as the Anti-Fascists filed out,

organisers put their

Mmoney came from the political
bookstall.

lI-. the British authorities
| eventually gave in to almost

The event was addressed by |all of the prisosers’ demands, fl there were a series of clashes with enraged and humiliated
three speakers, the first belng | and the of § nazis outside the hall,

Amnette from the justice for criminalisation was offectively l When the police arrived from » nearby police station,
Dessie Ellls Campaign, who |smashed. seventeen people, all anti-fascists were arrested.

outlined Dessie’'s plight and | Asother bugely  sigaificant f§ o month Ister police informed sixteen people that they
the detalls and Implications of [result of the hunger strikes Mdid not intend 1o pursue the matter further. One of the
the case against him, was the election of Bobby

seventeen has been charged with "conspiracy to cause
grevious bodily harm with persons unknown® and two lesser
offences,

Almost three months after the event another anti-fascist
was charged seperutely with incitement to violence.

Next was Pete, who spoke for
the supporters of Nick Mullen
(see Red Action flmsue 54).
Nick Is on hunger strike at the
time of writing because of the

electoral force within the six [l Both the time lapse,the curious nature of the charges
lack of response by the Irish counties. themselves, the individuals actuslly selected, clearly indi-
goverament to Nick's protest | Todsy cates that the neo-nazis are pot the only ones outraged

ot his lllegal deportation and
the circumstances surrounding
his '"trial',

After asking the audience to
stand for the H-block Martyrs
Roll of Honour, Andy Richards
gave the maln oration,
reprinted here In full:

the confrontational
anti-fascists,
All the allegations
vigorously contested.
VOUS
in the day a contingent of Anti-Fascist Action
stewards clashed- with a twenty-five strong group of British
Movement supporier, in a pub near Abber Wood Station,
prior to the BNP march in Thamesmead.

militant

strategy adopted by the

are denled, and the charges will be

(23.5.91): The incident occured when both parties unwittingly chose
::‘«tu’\‘ém “Receatly the ANC Ia it Nihe same pub for o rendevous.
@000 b strie dispute with the moist BAs the anti-fascists filtered into the pub through a single
- i X '.‘*l. -ﬁ Kosh | Portheld rogime, poisted out Bdoor (the only available exit) the faecists realising they
g:cirllil:" 1lrlulr. Rep g ;":‘ » byoott S shals within i walls i that it had 1,300 political | were trapped and would shortly be out-numbered seized
‘l‘ risoners tve | overy 1ort oud 'Wel See prison d'-'l!n_. Ireland, prisosers ln South Afriea. 1| Qihe initative by lsunching a frenzied and vicious atteck
organised a commemorative y ber Red Action,  the '-_ ""‘ -y basic “m would like to point out that as [ armed with glasses, botties, chairs and tsbles. A brief
m{:ﬂ “l:. “l.lnumw#l': ml “'d r;mm 5 ".' "'"I '*'r the | °F April 1981, there were 812 Nbut bloody battle ensusd before the anti-fascists withdrew,
" 58 m cloth ‘ ..m m

as 2 llmnlr'lrut Dﬂl.ol by | IFM and individual Republicans, | right to  free association, political ‘n:n. Five :wn.:mn.:r :m(-'f;:. “h::. :::' b“r‘;tr::i i : f
Red Action in Glasgow, As fn|well over 100 peopls turoed | restoration of full remission [P & e o ” it . [T L -
lasgow. show their supports o to visits, parcels undred counties, Casualties with one of four of their. number requiring

Glasgow, f“. social '= Orl.l.!ﬂ."“' predir . o G MY B ooem i the twenty-six counties and J medical treatment according to police. The police who
organised for two purposes: recreationsl/eduostional (0" s oversees, witnessed the entire incident,. but chose not to intervens,
::l_..a:;t: the :::: .:: :::;.mnuoo.d“'m:ll.ll:l. t::: "['.h“h o 1'd ke to draw your attestion W ciosed the pub, (with the fascists still in residence and
ten ||fmf 8 e lrish | being r.“dl““lllm’ the two irish | eulm . ""mﬂl loag to the contrast: South Africs Qalso another pub nearby). There were no arrests. Ambu-
false money for today's ~ By g waltors | of instien by JOAIY (o twice as many political Niunces called to the scene were outside the pub, treating
Republican and  Republican | political  p o struggle h"""'"”.." prisosers but from o popalation Nund comforting the injured inside for fifteen miputes befor

mmu 'p.urllﬂll. :I'-"-m‘ hia organisations, 1-0-11.:' ‘.-“l Category CONTD. BACK PAGE.. departing with those requiring more extensive treatment.



On the 13th of June, a former
South African Defence Force
Major, Nico Basson, admitted
#t a2 press conference in
dohannesburg what the left had

long suspected: that the
violence by the Inkastha
movement in the black
townships was orchestrated,

directed and controlled by the
South African government.

Mr Basson explained that the
SADF had realised some years
ago that the key to power lay
not in military might but in
the manipulation of public
perceptions.

The destabilising of Angola and
Mozambique and the des-
truction of thelr economies
through support for UNITA and
RENAMO helped coavey the

impression to the world that
black left-wing rule did not
work, The same tactics,
which had previously been
employed externally, were, a8
Mr Basson explained, now
being employed within §

African borders. In the same
way that RENAMO and UNITA
were employed to communicate
a message, so the killers were
sent to wage war in the
townships around Johannesburg
in the past ten months.

Felix Ndimene, a former
sergeant in Five Reconaissance,
a 'Speclal Forces' regiment,

has admitted that his regiment
carried out one of the most
notorious of the township
massacres in which 26
commuters were killed and 137
injured on a Soweto bound
train in September 1990,

The first message was to
destroy the moral of the ANC
by exposing the myth of armed
cadres in tha townships
together with its organisational
capacity.

Secondly, the alm has been to
bolster Mangosuthu Butheleai's
conservative Zuly party,
Inkatha.

"Just to get their same known
and fixed in the public
consclousness has been enough®

sald Mr Basson.

However, with the naive or
enthusiastic cooperation of the
international media, this
‘scam’ has met with
unforeseen success.

Thirdly, the intention was
through the violence to split
the black population along
tribal lines and to create
tension betwean the two

biggest ethnic groups, the Zulu
and the Xhosa.

Who cen doubt ° that
strategy has worked
perfection and at a negligible

the
to

cost to the regime - merely
the lives of 10,000 blacks.
Generally the International
media has wittingly or
unwittingly collsborated with
the regime In the venture.
They have Imposed the
'African disease' of tribalism
a8 a diagnosis of 5§ Africa's
ills - Ignoring the fact that In
most cases it has been
Zulus killing other Zulus. In
Natal, one of the principal
killing grounds, It is generally
a rural-urban conflict, initiated
by rural Inkathas Zulus against
urban ANC supporting Zulus.
Secondly, the Impression has
been conveyed that the black
population Is divided along
tribal lines, Zulu/Inkatha and
Xhosa/ANC, roughly on a 50~
50 basis. In other words, a
battle for ascendancy among
warring tribes of roughly equal
size and support. This has
been a major though
unaxpected spinoff from the
initial propaganda campaign by
the SADF,

A recent survey by the §
African government funded
Human Sciences Research

Council, exposed this particular
myth, putting Inkatha's support
nationally at only 1% (I) to
the ANC's 53%, while the
ruling National Party registered
support in the mid-twenties.
Thirdly, the credibility of the
ANC has been almost entirely
undermined by their inability
to protect their own
constituency against the
sectarian attacks and
apparently 'motiveless' terror.
(Why the ANC is umprepared
and unable is Indeed another
story)

The by-product Is that the
instigators of the violence are
also the principal bensficiaries,
being cast in the role of
mediator, protector and
'honest broker'. As with any
other gangsters, when the
SADF/Inkatha offer you their
protection, what they

throwers who were thea shot | #nd tf'm:t ":’" B '“' '. %
or captured. It was also | SANES
et these | Kitson in  Kenya. ‘l'll:
operatives l“dl " lm'w :ﬂhl. Kenysos in the shape
Infiltrated the Intifada, taken |Of mobile columns, not only to
m-""’m"l. - operations | tT9ck down Kenyatta's Land
ot u‘“’" Xl of | Freedom Army, but also to
::p.:".ld mu";:"“ perpetrate acts to discredit
Incidentally, providing @ souses them. Later techmiques, [irst
' and | developed in Asia and Africe
demoralisation  within  the “'.‘. omployed cloiet # home
Palestinian community, mm'?:"p In Cyprus were
One day later, the lsracll called 'Q-gangs' who carried
Sowwer to Bksche wes lnench= §0 ™ _isite ™ 1o - SuBNte
ed; a moderate (pro-lsraeli) tension and clashes between
fival to the PLO emerged | 7.\, aod Groeks in the lsland,
obscurity calling Itself ustif the British
the Palestinian National | % '}“ ﬂ““.“ s b §
- presence,
Unity poerty. At s press |'0 today, what was first
conference  which  recelved used agalnst the  enemy
e A TR
:m“d'tdr.em'; 1by Il:y“]lcll:n f::'t::l:m’b:lmln?m ot
rom alestinians) It ?
called for recognition of }_.mu?:c:lgm;ou:l.:tl'hlrm::;
o e o " | 42 i i
. of the security forces In the
to armed struggle ( this north oi ireland attempted to
at a time when that purtic- draw up a balance sheet of
ular option Is once again operations against the IRA.
under discussion). The simil- A strategy was adopted though
arities in approach by the Kitson bimself favoured a
various security services | more delicate approach.
s not 8 COincidence nof |t declared that the situation
Is it exclusive to ‘trouble

spots' such as Soweto, Gaza
or West Belfast.

The theory being implemented
Is the art of counter
Insurgency, special operations,
torture, provocations,

ipulation of fake dissid

resistance groups which act to

had developed to such a point
that in order to isclate the
IRA it would be necessary to
spark off a split within its
ranks; initiate a peace-force
movement; ensure selective
arrests of Republican cadres;
set up peeudo-gangs loyalist
and republican: to be involved

Association, by far the largest
loyalist militia, although
formally independent, owes
much of their training and
supply of Intelligence to the
British and especially the RUC
end UDR with whom, as
various ocourt cases have
demonstrated, they often share
dual membership.

Despite & high degree of
infiltration and manipulation,
loyalist groups still retain a
high degree of independence.
Exactly how much can be
judged by the manner In which
asssassination campaigns have
been switched on and off.

ON: In 1972, when there were
125 civillan victims of
'motiveless’ murders, with

about 40 assassinations In July,
Though 90% of the victims
were catholics according to
RUC figures, this does not
mean that all the others were

The textbooks discovered by
the SADF are the same ones
read by the lsraell's and the
same._ones used by the British,
or to be more explicit, written
by the British.

It was acknowledged counter-
insurgency expert Gen Major
Frank Kitson who defined the
diverse missions that counter-

Sinn Fein councillor, executed
with a 'bullet in the back

insurgency should undertake:
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principally ! Is
protection from themselves.

Twelve days later, on the 25th
of June, from another of the
world's 'trouble spots' came a
similar admission. The lsraell
army admitted at a pres
conference that it too has
been using undercover squads
to apprehend or shoot suspects
in the West bank and Gaza and
ware compared by several
Israeli of ficers speaking
anonymously, to undercover
SAS detachments in the north
of Ireland. The role of the
squads as agent provocateurs
has also come under scrutiny
there have been case: of

ns

i
s
g
I}

{2';!
I

i
!

|
}

F
s
i

i
;

¢
£

!
i}}
|

i

|

I
g
i
kit

as 'drow
revolution in baby's milk™

Frank Kitson was & military
Intelligence officer in Kenya
from 1053 - 1055, a company

commander in Malaya In 1857,

of the head".The PRACTICAI
reality of Kitson's THEORY,

(mainly through SAS and other

specialist units); wage a
massive psychological war to
discredit the IRA and In the

short term try and split them
between left and right, doves
and hawks, north and South,
military and political axis.

Due to the fallure and coilapse
of other alternatives this
strategy was [irst adopted only
partially, has been developed
and refined and adopted
totally.

It is In that context that the
Brooke Initlative should be
judged. Prior to the talks the
loyalist gangs went on the
rampage with multiple killings
in Tyrone and Armagh
reminiscent of a pattern in the
early 70s. As  Republican
News pointed out,

"an Important by-product of
such killings Is to create a
sonse ol hopelessness and
despair in the Natlonalist camp
and to pressgang them Imto
sccepting sny settlement which
will stop the killings. The
loyalist cease flre which was
announced in the last daye
before the Brooke talks began
has a similar logic to It it
fitted into the immediate aims
of the British aend Usionist
politiclans to present the IRA

as the problem, and put
pressure on the IRA to end its
campaign.”

The Ulster Defence

discredit the genulne National |y inffitration of diverse | Protestants, or had been killed
liberation forces, psychological groups; manipulating loyalist | by the IRA. The killings
operations which are | cangs and orchestrating a | contributed significantly to the
rationalised by being organised ign of inations Int tional perception of a
around two Inter-connected | would terrorise the EE on 'tribal' war between religious
objectives; the re-congquest of fonatics, with the alm of
the population and the discrediting the  resistance
Isolation and subsequent movement and to re-establish
destruction of the armed the Brit presence as the
resistance. As Nico Basson 'neutral party’ and the only
acknowledged, the officers who guarantee of stability. Having
mow run the SADF have recovered sufficient propagands
"delved Into textbooks of lost during the cease-fire,
counter-insurgency” and Bloody Sunday and the
military and political control. concession of political status

to Republican prisoners after a
hunger strike, they confidently

presented 'Operation
Motorman' designed to smash
Republican 'no-go' areas s
the solution to the violence.

ON during attempts to
criminalise the Republican
movement, and OFF again In

1876 when the UDA and the
UVF offered their support to
the 'peace movement'. ON
again In 1980 during the pre-
hunger strike campaign for the
restoration of political status,
and the selective assassination
against public activists of the

National H-Block Committee
which underlined the Inter-
dependence of the SAS and

loyalist units.

ON and OFF again in 1891 to
give a sense of urgency and
Importance to the Brooke
Initiative and to present the
IRA to the (nternational
community as the only ones
committed to armed struggle

and a8 8  consequence,
responsible for any [future
violence.

Then as now the vast majority
of sectarian or 'motiveless’
murders were [(nstigated or
carried out directly by the

SAS or under thelr supervision,
or by armed groups recruited
among the loyalist population
which operate Independently
but under strategical British
army ocontrol. In 1881, an
idtelligence officer of the
UDA In Derry turned out to
be of military Intelligence
supplying info on local
Republicans and feeding a hit-
list. In June 1961 five UDA
men, among them UDA West
Belfast loader Tommy Little,
appeared for trial it
connection with leaked crown
forces documents. During the
trial it was revealed that the
UDAs main intalligence
officer, Brian Nellson, was in
fact a British agent. Nellson
was responsible for keeping
British Intelligence “"regularly
and routinely® informed of
people being targeted by
loyalist hit-squads.

Power lies not In military
might but In the perceptions
of the people. The population
is the key to the entire
struggle. What the various
security services acknowledge
by their cholce of tactics s
that it Is the population itsel
which is dolng the struggling.
As @ consequence the state Is
not at war with the terrorists
of the ANC/PLO/IRA. It is at
war with its own population.
The level of repression In each

case Is tallored to meet the
level of resistance. While
some of the methods of the
Insurgents and the counter
insurgents appear to be
similar, their alms are
different. The alm of the

revolutionary is to subvert the
will of the state; the aim of
the state is to subvert the will
of the people.

the wi
Taking part in various oper:
ons including the killing of
suspected  collshorators.
have been killed since

ing confusion and despe-
ir in the Palestinian commun-
Ity.
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A Chairde

In the June/luly lssve of Red
Actlon, you had & late item
concerning the sentencing of
Danny Morrison  and his
comrades for allegedly {alsely
Imprisoning a  self-confessed
police Informer, Sandy Lynch.

While giving evidence in court,
Lynch made a statement saying
that he had no Intentions of
going supergrass and that his
sole Intention was to jall those
who aliegedly hurt him. Al
very noble, I'm sure, but what
of the countless numbers of
INLA/IRA voluntesrs who have
served, and ‘'who are serving
sentences for belng caught
with weapons or who were on
operations which bad Dbeen
shopped by Lynch to his RUC
masters, Lynch himsell has
admitted working for the RUC
for seven years and high
ranking security sources have

other country willing to have
England refused to take

them.

any supergrasses after Joe
Bennet, a luyallst who gave
evidence against 10 former

comrades, was caught robbing
a Post office In England with
a handgun supplied to him by
the RUC. The offer of a new
country, new identity and
plenty of spending money must
be very tempting to someone
caught on an operation whose
only other option s prison.
Hardly surprising them, that by
late 1884 there was a total of
27 superqrasses, 20 nationalist
and 7 loyalist, who between
them put 477 people behind
bars. This is more people
than were initially Interned In
August 1971,

What was eveam less surprising
was thet almost all those
fingered by supergrasses
walked free on appeal, but not
before serving from one to §
years behind bars despite their

Sandy Lynch who informed on both his IRA and INLA
comrades.(insert right) Father, Billy and Sister, Jackie
bearing the shame and disgrace of an informers family.
(insert left) Sinn Fein's Danny Morrisson, now imprisoned,

a victim of Lynch's activities,

publicly admitted that, "he
was the best Informer ever
recruited”. ['m sure he didn't
earn this dublous title without
getting many of his former
comrades jailed, oper-ations
disrupted and weapons selzed.
| suppose It was luck rather
than design that no voluntesrs
weare killed while on operations
shopped by Lynch.

| doubt very much whether
Lynch made his 'not a
supergrass' statement of his

own volitlon. |'m pretty sure
that In making this statement
he was once more carrylng out
the bidding of his paymasters,
who did not want the trial of
Morrison and his comrades to
be viewed by the public as yet
another supergrass trial - a
system of trials which came
t in 1981 where the only
evidence against the accused
were comrades who the RUC
called 'turned terrorists’. For
turning against their former
comrades, super-grasses were
offered vest amounts of
money, new identities and sent
to § Africa, Canada or any

innocence. At these appeals
almost all the supergrasses and
thelr evidence were
discredited. Men who turned
supergrass ware actually
competing with one another.
In one case, Robert McAllister,
a self-confessed member of
the INLA fingered 13 of his
comrades. Among those he
implicated was Harry
Kirkpatrick who decided he
wanted to RO supergrass
himself. He confessed tof
killings and implicated 26
comrade with the Inevitable
result that Kirkpatrick was
adopted and McAllister was
thrown to the wolves - he is
currently serving life
imprisonment in Long Kesh. It
wasn't long then before even
the most blinkered person (n
the world grasped that these
people would sell their own
mothers to get their hands on
the money and other benefits
and to stay out of prison
themselves. At the appeals of
those {mplicated, almost all
the supargrasses were labelled
unreliable and unconvincing and

were branded for what they
were = bare-laced liars.
It was no wonder then, that

Sandy Lynch's  paymasters
ordered him to  distance
himsell from the supergrass
system and the stigma
attached to it. By claiming
that he was ©no supergrass
Lynch was not, & he was
implying, trylng to  keep
anyone owt of trouble but

In fact, be himself
states in court that there was
no need to name names a8
anyone he ever worked with or
weed was known to his
masters,

The whole charade was
designed to portray Lynch as
some sort of James Bond
figure who went Into the IRA
at the request of the RUC
Special Branch, & man who
was sick of the violence and
who only wanted to live In
peace. Il this were so, why
did he attempt to blow the
head off a man he belleved to
be an Informer with a
shotgun? This doesn't strike
me as the work of a nonm-
violent, peaceable man. In
fact a lot of things strike me
#s odd about Sandy Lynch. He
sald he started working for the
Special Branch in 1983 because
they had threatemed to set him
up by supplying Information to
a loyalist murder squad. Well,
if Lynch was so worried about
Loyalist bitmen, why, after he
married, did he move into a
street which was predominantly
loyalist? | have visited Sandy
Lynch's house on many
occasions. He had the steel
security gate on the stairs and
bullet proof glass behind the
windows of his house and a
crosshow which was always
primed beside his bed; but
when | visited his house one
July, the whole street he lived
In was [estooned with Union
Jacks, Ulster flags and loyalist
bunting. Why did he decide to
live in this place and commute
every day to North Belfast
where he was an IRA member?
Lynch Is another success story
for the RUC. Through him
they have managed to put
away another batch of
Republican activists and for &
while the IRA will be In
disarray, but Lynch should take
into consideration that the
Irish nation as a whole despise
traitors with a venom
unmatched by any other
country In the world. The IRA
are a tough, resillent bunch of
dedicated men and women,
who have learned to bounce
back st all the adversity
thrown at them over this past
20 years. Sandy Lynch's case
will be no different. | expect
measures will be taken within
epublican movement to
ensure that there will be no
repetition, no more Sandy
Lynch's. It is the families of
those put away by Lynch's
sell-out who will suffer the
most. It Is they who will
have to do without their loved
ones for the next lot of years.
It is they and their friends and

relations who will [forever
remember and despise Sandy
Lynch and his sort. As for

Lynch himself, he has lost his
family and friends. The only
ones he can rely on now are
the RUC and he has outlasted
his usefulness to them: what
now? He will spend the rest
of his life looking over his
shoulder. Every time he sees
8 strange face or hears an
Irish accent he might
remember the disgrace and the
shame he bought on his family.
Is Mise

M Collins Belfast,

Dear RA
I recently
Workers
became
SWP was

the Socialist
Party because |
convinced that the
less than my idea
of what a revolutionary
organisation should be about.
1 don't have sny horror stories
about nasty Leninist authorit-
arianism, but when en organ-
isation of 6,000 members
like the SWP claims "We
are the left" (Chris Bambery
@t the Socialism for students
weekend) then something
is wrong.

The SWP used to
they wouldn't like

left

say that
the rest

B A

J 1y

The IAEC is a strenge camp-
aign because it differs from
other campaigns as it contains
many battles within one
war. Whereas most campaigns
over the years have centred
around one issue such as
divorce, abortion rights etc,
anti-extradition Is an issue
which has its highs, lows,
victories and defeats,

At the moment it is totally
chaotic. The main reason
for this is the loss of direct-
lon after the extradition
of Dessie Ellls last year.
This was an Important case
because he was a southener,
and therefore the public
in the Free State would
object more strongly than
if he were a northerner,
This may sound diabolical
but thats the apathy in the
Free state.
That the Ellis
classic case with all the
consequences of @ hunger
strike and a chance to mobil-
ise Irish public opinion is
clear. Sadly, thet chance
was lost. The reasons being
the insbility to bulld on
the genuine anger among
Irish people at the prospect
of Ellis' extradition and
the fallure to focus the
blame and pressure squarely
were it lay, on the Fianna
Faill govt.

It is stll believed by
leadership of Sinn Fein
by not haessling the
root membership of
Fail, these same

case was a

the
that
grass
Flanna
le  will

cleim to be THE party, but

now that  seems to have
changed.
Recruitment is central and

political involvement is deter-
mined by the potential for
recruitment. Something which
was [nteresting and unorthodox
in the form of the LS. and
even the early SWP has
turned into enother ready
made vanguard waiting
patiently for the Working
Class to see sense,

Although | find your bracket-
Ing of Lenin and Trotsky
with Stalin  fronkly absurd
I find alot of your politics
Interesting and would apprec-
late it if you could provide
me with more in-depth
information of your ideas,
Your Fraternally

Jefl Baxter

Plymouth.

Reply

Red Action does not simplist-
ically bracket Lenin and
Trotsky with Stalin, as Stalin
led the counter revolution
in Russia which did not over-
throw the Communist Party
but was organised within
the Communist Party which
instead overthrew the workers

as it's formal political basis,
that Marxism had to
ground wup, re-hashed, re-
processed and warped into
something entirely different.
The Bolshevik leadership

be

did not cause Stalinism,
which was due to social
and economic factors, but
the theories they advanced
to justify the tactics they
deemed neccessary to retain
power laid the theoretical

the working class from below,
later facilitated the develop-
ment of the counter revolution
led by Stalin.

of the Trotskylst movement,

AJ¥ @ FREE " DESSIF BLLS

M

-
-

join with Sinn Fein in some
mythical alliance against
the British. Well, they won't,
They will not even stand
on the same side of the
road as them. |, when once
questioning the parentage
of a copper (was it animal
or human) was told by a
provo to “Watch your mouth,
the Flanna Fallers might
get upset,”

Sinn Fein, at the time of
the last Presidential campaign
which co-incided with the
closing stages of the Ellis
appeal, swallowed the F.F,
line that if their candidate
became President Dessie
Ellls would be looked after,
This ploy, when the outcome
of the sppeal seemed doomed
to fall, coupled with the
statement by the Irish Justice
Minister that the Ellis case
was out of his hands because
it's "purely a judicial matter"
was the kind of shit put out

to create a breathing space

for the Irish Government as
they went about collaborating
with the British, This is what
Sinn Fein accepted,

The night Dessie's actual
removal from Irish soil to
a British jail coincided with
a Ireland v England soccer
match. With large crowds
in Dublin already, a high
tension march through Dublin
took place, Peaple were
angry that a hunger striker
would be extradited, too
weak to walk, to face a
biased British system. Any
thing that represented the

of

people who sanctioned this
extradition was  lable to
be attacked, confrontation,
with the coppers seemed
inevitable. This was the
opportunity for people to
demonstrate their anger.
Alas, Sion Fein had other
ideas, Their plan was to
turn the march away from
onfrontation with the state
and to indulge In irrelevam
speeches. A peaceful protest
was their misguided aim,
Thankfully, their eflforts
to halt the rank and file
were in vain. People broke
through the cordon, marching
In protest as they should.
Unfortunately, by the time
the angry = crowds reached
government buildings, coppers
had  been mobilised, The
delay caused by Sinn Fein
Inaction had given the state
plenty of time to react.
A later attempt by the SWM
(irish SWP) also falled, mainly
due to their naive approach
to violence.

Red Action Dublin has been
involved In the I[AEC jor
8 long time. Our local branct
is one of the most active
in Dublin. We are well respec
ted, mainly due to our ability
to be critical of our own
foults as well os those of
others, rather than just blindly
accepting the approach
down by others. We hav
developed a local base, mainl
through hard work, which
has gained support for the
anti-extradition policy.

To  rebuild the campaign
will be hard work. The main
impetus to this would be
the release of Dessie Ellis.
Other  prisoners may be

served with their extradition
warrants, all must be support

ed in their bid to defemt
these. The campaign can
be supported in Britain by
making people aware of
the plight of Irish political
prisoners who face a hostile
judicial system Il extradited,
The pressure must be kept

up continually, both home
in Ireland and abroad.
EXTRADITION OF POLITICAL
PRISONERS MUST B
STOPPED |, sjise

Dublin Red Action

ot

'Justice for Dessie Ellis'
Public Meeting, starts 7.30pm
Wed. 25th September

Conway Hall, Red Lion Squa
Holborn, London.

W,

rllﬂur Comrades
[On the 25th May, the SWP
along with other left-wing
jorganisations and black groups
jcalled for members, supporters
jand the general public to
demonstrate  in  Thamesmead
to oppose & 'wogs out' march
by the BNP. |, along with
many others, was greatly
[disappointed by the outcome
of the day.

[The  anti-(ascist contingent
numbered well over 1,000
land the possibility of a lesson
in  humiliation seemed very
real for the 150 naris who
turned up. Unfortunately
jwe will only be able to dream
jabout what might have been
because the amassed ranks
of the left (with the notable
exceptions being Red Action,
IALF.A, a number of local
residents and a few SWPers)
jwere a shambles, The counter
[demonstration was taken

WELLIE

In the opposite direction
to the fascists who were
then able to parade down
the road, flags flying,

Many of us feel that it

Is not enough just to wave
banners and march up the
road like the Grand Old
Duke Of York.

These odious creatures cannot
be allowed to peddle their

moronic rubbish, and therefore

must be confronted physically
whenever and wherever poss-
ible. On this Saturday we
falled to do this. They can
now rightly claim that they
were able to march and
we cannot claim to have
stopped them. This left many
local people feeling  angry
and, on the day let down
by us. Ultimately we (ailed

to deliver our promise to
"unite and fight",

Yours,

Calvin Headman

Hatfield,

Black Youth - arrived showing no confidence in the police,
- departed showing no confidence in the left,
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Bolshevik
Trotsky!st}  model s
profouna mistake and as
principal reason for the failure
to bulld & mass soclalist
organisation within advanced
capitalist socleties.
The essentisl question for any
Russia

8

pust;i
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|

This Implies that the Bolshevik
revolution of 1917 succeeded
in establishing a form of
workers' state In the sense
that the Industrial proletariat
and semi-proletarian peasantry
established effective forms of
political direction and coatrol
of am economy that remalned
fundamentally cepitalist, and
that the revolution Itsell was
the result of a genuine mase
proletarian movement.

But increasingly, the problems
raised by the necessity of a
"trangition  period®  before
communist forms of apparatus
and control could
Introduced replaced
impetus of the revolutionary
upsurge of 1017, Lenin later
summead up the position and its
difficulties in this way:

“Before the revolution and
even after it, we thought:
Either revolution breaks out In
the other countries,
immediately, or at least very
quickly, or we must perish.
Notwithstanding this
conviction, we did all we
possibly could to preserve the

£z

Soviet system under all
circumstances, come what
may, because we knew that we
were working oot onmly for
ourselves but also for the
international revolution.”

forces, This '"slide'

traced in both economic
political forms of control.
The principal limitation of the
regime of October 1917 as &
model of socialist soclety Is
Immediately  apparent:  the
impossibility of  sustained
sociallst construction, of the
extreme difficulty in
implementing revolutionary
political forms, under
conditions of extreme material
and cultural deprivetion. In
the classic formulation of
Marx:

"defocts are inevitable in the
first phase of communist
soclety as it is whea it has
just emerged after prolonged
birth pangs from capitalist
soclety. Right can never be
higher than the economic
structure of soclety and the

cultural development thereby
determined.”
Understandably, the rev-

olutionary enthusissm of the
Bolshevik leaders in 1017
tended to sweep such
reservations aside.
Immediately prior the
October revolution, Lenin
wrote @& pamphlet entitled,
"Can the Bolsheviks retain
State Power?™ In which he
confidently outlines the manner
in which "the majority of the
working people” will take hold
of a new form of control and
administration. As he
Emlllmd in November 1917,
'Creative activity at the grass
roots is the basic factor of
the new public M m
cannot be decreed from above.

anal

political group representing the
poorer sections of the
peasantry).

In the factories, the situation
was paralleled, with
autonomous local factory
committees ( by the

compatible  with  capitalist
ownership. Lenin described the
situation In this way:

"When we say:
control', always
this slogan to dictatorship of
the proletariat, slways putting
it immediately after the
latter, we thersby explain
what kind of state we mean.
The state Is the organ of class
domination.”

As increasingly came to be the
case, the libertarian acoents of
"State and Revolution” became
overlald with  progressively
tighter, more paradoxical qual-

ifications. By the summer of
1020, he was Insisting that
"absolute central-isation and
rigorous discipline in the
proletariat are an essential
condition of wictory over the
bourgeoisie.” This most
fundamental of Issues, the
"discipline® of labour, was
stressed In  stronger and
stronger terms. On the fourth
anniversary of the revol
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peasantry, were
from the Soviets In June 1918,
with Manshevik
representatives. Shortly
afterwards, the left element
SRs (the peasant

up all idea actively
resisting It."

But by the beginning of 1020,
Lealn was Instructing the
political police, the Cheks, to
direct "revolutionary coercion”

against  "the unstable and
ering elements amoog the
themsalves”. Once

again, the motive power behind
this transition was undoubtedly
the appalling material
conditions Introduced by the
¢|:I.vll war which beginning in

Lenin explained how:
p d...t0 be able to

Its spirit rejects the
mechanical, b th
approach; living creative

socialism is the product of the
masses themselves.”

This programme of political
control by working pecple Is
only slightly qualified a few
months later:

"Soviet power is nothing but

an organisational form of the

The oenalysis of historical
events such as that as the
Russian revolution obviously
does not take place In @
vacuum. [t directly reflects
the contemporary practices and
orlentation of revolutionary
soclalist groups today. Often
principles and prejudices swim
more clearly to the surface In
historical judgements, given
their relatively settied
perspectives, than those
relating to Immediate issues.
For example, the SWP claims
to practice "democratic
centralism® and belleve that
the emancipation of the
working cless must be the
work of the working class
Itself. Yet their analysis of
post-revolutionary Russia
fatally undermines these
claims.

In the SWP pamphlet, "Russia:
How the Revolution was lost",
Chris Harman defends the
development of the lithi
Bolshevik political apparatus in
these terms:

"In all this, the Bolsheviks had
no cholce, They could not
give up power just because the
class they represented hed
dissolved itsell while fighting
to defend that power. Nor
gould they tolerate the
propagation of Ideas that
undermined the basis of Its
power - precisely because the
working class itsell no longer
existed (1] an agency
collectivaly organised so as to
be able to determine its owa
interests.”

It is worth taking a deep
breath and dwelling upon the

organise the state production
and the state distribution of
products on communist lnes in
a small pessant  country
directly as ordered by the
proletarian state. Experience
has proved that we were
wrong. It appears that a
number of transitional stages

principles and attitudes that
lle behind Harman's use of
"just because™ here. He says
that "just becawse® no working
class exists, this Is no reasos
for a non-proletarian Bolshevik
party to renounce the power
that It exercises precisely In
the name of the working class.

s

= The SwWP

says that "just because" the
working class doesn't exist at
@& certaln juncture, that Is no
reason why the dictatorship
ruling In its name should not
proceed to construct [ ]
soclalist society! This Is &
quite deliberate and considered
{armulation. Tony  CUIT
repeats It In the pecond
volume of his work on Trotsky:
"[The Bolsheviks] could not
give up power just because the
cless they represented had
largely vanished while fighting
to defend that power."

This makes no more sense than
if a party were to claim that
its right to rule was founded
on the support of a democratic
majority but that this right
was not affected by the [fact
that at & certain juncture it
did not have the support of @
majority. CHIl senses the
difficulty, putting it In @
nutshell:

*There was @ dictatorship of

the proletariat, eves though
the proletariat bad

disintegrated.”

18, ded to the end of

1920, The civil war developed
into a desperate affalr In
which the Bolshevik regime
came to the very brink of
being overthrown. Production
lavels were devastated - down
to 10% or 20% of pre-war
production a medieval
standard of  lving. In
retrosp Trotsky d up

To this it is worth adding that
himself was the

thoroughgolag

labour. In March 1020 be was
demanding that:

"Militarisation Is unthinkable
without the militarisation of
the trades wnions as such,
without the establishment of a
regime in which every worker
feols himself o soldler of
labour, who camnot dispose of
himself freely... Who looks
after this? The trades unions.
This s the militarisation of
the working classe."

Hand In hand with these
developments within  society
and the ecomomy, went the
progressive  elimination  of
political pluralism. Of the

the political comsequences of

In the third volume of bhis
blography of Leain, he adds a

condescending gloss to this
alfroat to reason:
"Of ocourss, to the vulgar

materialist it sounds impossible
to have a dictatorship of the
proletariat without the
proletariat, llke the smile of
the Cheshire cat without the
cat itsell.”

For people who are still not
reassured, he explains that the
Ideclogical superstructure never

reflects the material base
directly. "ldeas have their
own momentum®, This is true
up to a point. Yet although
ideclogical forces may have
material effects, it is an
entirely different matter to
assert that the "momentum of
idess™ can be | to

leading parties existing at the

later adds, the revolutionary

party oould not abdicate Its
power, i
discovered that it could not
rule sccording to its own
principles.”

S0 even the
revolutionary momesatum of
ideas (or principles) is

overruled by the simple right
of the Bolshevik party to rule
given its victory In 1817. This
is Trotsky's concept of the
Bolshevik party's
"revolutionary birthright",
which in essence ls no more
than an assertion that In this
case 'might is right', with an
added Idealist twist. The
notion of the legitimacy of an
ideclogical force, an idealism,
independent of and even on

legitimise the rule of a certain
group in place of a class. The
SWP proposes that In place of
a politically sctive and
|cohesive working class,
operating its political control
through open and democratic

hani itk to

pposed  to, the
material existence and

expressions of the class on
which it Is supposedly based, is
a sub-marxist distortion. It is
& measure of the SWP's own
distortion of the Idea of @
workers' state, of the marzist

s possibl
idoas
m*,
instance, who
ideas and the “momentum®
which pushes them oa? The
Bolshevik party., Even when
the momentum of these Ideas
conflicts with the

substitute and  their
"momentu And In this
s those

of the dictatorship of
the proletariat, that Its
ideclogical leaders have 1o
resort to such a transparent
plece of mysticlsm. It adds
nothing to the legitimacy of
such manoeuvres that they can
be traced to Leain himself:
"The di of the

and Interests of remalning
proletarian  elements, they
slone legitimise power - s0

the SWP analysis supports the
Bolshevik repression of rank
and file worker resistance and
the creation of the totalitarlan
monaolithic state. As Clff

proletariat cannot be exercised
through an organisation
embracing the whole of that
class, because in all capitalist
countries...it can oaly be
exercised by a vanguard that

how
through 1919/20 made a vocal
defence of labour rights and

a political

The mysticism of this process

of "absorption" of
revolutionary energles cannot
disguise the latent anti-

democratic, anti-class potential

of the formulation. Neither
absorbing "revolutionary
epergy" nor acting as the
(non-proletarian) material
embodiment of “ideological
momentum® is a process than
can acceptably replace the
operation of revolutionary
democracy.

What does this analysis by the
SWP |declogists reveal about
the nature of the SWP today?

Clearly, that they Dbelleve
themselves to be In sole
eﬂllllllnl! of the

revolutionary  energy” and
"ideclogical momentum® that
the class lscks; that this
constitutes @ "birthright® In

virtue of which they would be
entitled to exercise power
(never mind that this Is not
likely to happen) not only in
place of the class they claim
to represent, but il necessary,

in opposition to that class.
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other committeees, is painfully | powers by Individuals.” In prior to
obvious. Trotsky himself was|order to  guarentee m‘m
foursquare behind the drive | conditions of socialism it is supremacy in practice
towards a buresucracy headed [necessary  that  "thousands | Lo oes “over and in
by @ monolithic  political | subordinate thelr will to the | s of the class,
machinery. In 1923, he was|will of one." The pecple must Engel's
declaring that; "unquestioningly obey  the | analysis in his "Peassat War in
%o are the only party in the |single will of the leaders of | Germany®, Is far more pointed
country and in the petiod of | labour.® To achieve this, than that of Luxemburg here:
the mnn:lp it could not|"We mu! learn to combine | "The worst thing that can
letarians be otherwise.' the public meeting' | befall the leader of an
part by severe ,w‘h:.,m evidently cooflicts with Marx's|o oior riangn  yer again, by |Trotsky lster attempted to democracy of the working | extreme party, I8 to
own statements concersing the |y Tooruc” o 1918, @ subtie [WStfy the  elimination of | people..with iron  discipline | compelled to take over
. A a | ShIft has taken place: factions (althougn | ¥hile  at work, with | government in an epoch when
[ mol' *The more resolutely we now |simultaneously claiming  that unquestioning obedience to the | the movement is not yet ripe
Petrograd, took strike action | Prominest leader the |\ ve 1o stand for a ruthlessly |"the bistory of Boishevism is | Wil of @ single person, the| for the domination of the class
against the regime, calling for Workers Opposition  group firm  govern-ment..for the |the history of the struggle of soviet leader while at work." | he represents...he is compelled
4 hp of individusls in|factions”) by claiming that|The ftone of a totalitarian | to represent not his party nor

i
H
1

:

1

civil rights.  The definite processes of work...the | "the forbldding of factions was | Ideclogy Is unm his class, but the class for
administration declared martial m uullim more varied must be the forms |regarded ss an exceptional Lenin, it ls true, at this stage | whom the conditions are ripe
law, [{ political and methods of comtrol from |measure to be abandoned at has in mind Industrial rather | for domination. In the

the p“‘ o o clas did| oo der repeatedly and |the first serious Improvement than political authority. o, |interests of the movement
cortoms | Force was used |00t exist o Bussla.  Permit| . oo 0" 'weed  out|in the situstion.” Yot once |fr s equally plain that|lt6lf, be s compelled - to
against the striking workers | =9 ¥ of o8 { by resucracy.” the ban on factions introduced to asy maruist|defend the interests of sn
an¢ when this  proved being I'*, rd 8O0 | yot by 1022, addressing the (8t the Party Congress of 1921 | gpglysis, the two are finally alien class, and to feed his

insulficient, certaln concessions Eleventh Party Congress, Lenin |in response to the challenges | indissoluble. own class with phrases and
B O mbe wave | Dobate wnd wren tactions | conritic, "Wl ot “Diopoged [Irom proletaries o _semi- By the time of|promises, with the assertion
he! finished by the beginning | ithin the Bolshevik party, 18 [jormy ™" of  control  were [proletarian forces outside the | £ pamphlet, "Left Wing|that the Interests of that alien

of March, only to be replaced contrast to the limited inoperative, party, and the opposition Communism ~ an Infantile|gjags are their own Interests.
by an even grester threat. "‘:""‘.‘:"u:"“"‘ :":"““":; " we take that huge |groups within the party was in Dh'“"‘"" S 2 1820, | Whosver puts himsell in that
The sallors of the Kronstadt | POTYY e m‘ “'n »_ the | Pureaucratic machine..we must place, the entrenchment of the | th®  uthoritarianism 88| gwkward position is Irrevocably
fortress, formerly the “pride :l""“ o ":.l ""g the |88k, who is directing whom? I party leadershlp and  its “"md s “""‘“L" lost."

and glory of the revolution® | °H S .':n't she|doubt vary much whether it[attendant buresucracy was political _ dimension. o] With the fallure of communist
(1ootsky), staged an armed | 20 s Wlcen  be  ssid thet  the|guarenteed. In marxist terms, declares h"‘" any attempt tO|reyolutions in the developed
ins rrection - which was | ":l:."r -y s :"":1‘“ communists are directing that|it is inconcelvable that g | OPPOS® the dictatorship of the|iest to come to the ald of
sev orely and forcioly | the winter anc SN O raing | POChne.  To tell the truth, |closed, non-proletarian, | PArty 1o the dictatorship of|goyiet Russia, the ‘weakest
suppressed.  The principal | P° ton 1o the|they are sot directing, they |buresucratic  system  would the class  “testifies  tOfjpk' o the capitalist chain,
demand of the Kroastadt | POISt > i umlllh — are being directed.” decide that circumstances ware | incredibly  and hopelessly | the  prospects for  the
rehels was for an end to the ""'l po w8 “’"“ Objective facts once more|rpe for a circumscription of | Muddied thinking®, Talk of | gstablishment of @ soclalist
Bo'shevik monopoly of power party concel around two |, o0 it the observation. The |its own power. The Trotsky | proletarian state power “from|regime in Russia itself were

L

an! the restoration of rights m ,"'" mn',:"‘““f sumber of soviet officials rose|of 1836 could see this; below® opposed to "from|fatally diminished by the time
t left soclalist parties, Op:uitlo‘:' "m - N“dc" from 100,000 in 1918 to nearly |"The prohibition of factions | sbove®, "the dictatorship of |of the end of the civil war.
siarchists and  the  trade [ SPPERL T ""’l:" § million by the end of 1920, |ended in @ prohibition to think | leaders or the dictatorship of |As Lenin's wife, Krupskira
urions. ettt l'.:"“:,:m"'m‘? This testifies to & groster [otherwise then In the infallible | the mosses™ is dismissed asfremarked in 1926, °If (Lenin)
in Lenin's own analysis, the [, the distortion than Lenin owned up |leaders.” "ridiculous and childish | were still alive, be would
Kroastest srents wete: mnm- Centraliam. |0 10 his famous formula, that [Leain's own part In the nonsense". The  class|probably alresdy be in prison.*
"iike @ flash of lightning which ",m" sasinet m' "ours is not a workers' state, |repression was & vigorous one; | dic fp s now itly | Trotsky, surveying the future
threw more of a glare upon dtubp'mnﬂ al'l by but & workers' state with a|h® fac 1l of d "under the|in 1027 as a member of the

reality than anything else,” dctatorship” bureaucratic twist to It." any kind is barmful and | lesdership of the party". This| "Left Opposition”, wrote,
The reality they reveal s of a |y, 'm."'o Opposition group Whether or not the programme impermissible®.  Victor Serge "A whole ser'es of five year
regime which has brokes away | ... more firmly attached to|®f proletarianisation and | noted the inevitable plans will leave us far from
from its base In mass political proletarian v ol | workers' " t proposed | consequence of such an the level of the advanced
cunsclousnens. tioslerly  Witkin trade |0y  the Workers' Opposition attitude: countries of the West. What
it fa| pertiosierty 8 trade| 1o have proved possible to|"With the dissppearance of [within @ very few yoars was|will be happening in the
important 1o be clear that this | Unions. 1t gained comsiderable | oo ool " o cice, political  dsbates  betwesn | to replace .  Only much|capitalist world during this
repression of previously | support within the rank and the [parties representing different | later could Trotsky point out timel..lf you admit the
revolutionary eloments was|file of the Bolshevik party.|fact is that the Bolshevik social Interests through the | that, possibllity of Its flourishing
preceded by the partial | The principal leader of the of party coatrol, |various shades of their opinion, | anew for a period of decades,
disintegration of the | Workers Opposition, Alexandra dictatorshlp  and |soviet Institutions...now | "All past historical experience, | yne, talk of soclalism In our
direction of the nos-|function In @ vacvum®. wholly negative, demands country Is pitiable nonsense.

party
proletariat itsslf as the lovels | Kollontal, outlined  and | political of
of Industrial production | defended their position In o | proletarian buresucrscy and|Serge  correctly  emphasises the workers at least and fiest| ., §i will be necessary to
political

collapsed. widely read pamphlet, "The apparatus bad by the|that to regard 'the proletariat’ | of all an implacable distrust of | ... 1t we were mistaken In
Bukharin, @ member | WOrkers' Opposition”. The | end of the civil war, proved ajor 'the workiag olass' as | 8l privileged sad sncontrolled | o,r appraisal of the whole
of the 'Left Communists’ | ™%  fusction  of the | comprebensive failure. undifferentinted by partislly | Guardiass. epoch as an epoch of capitalist
referred 0 this W“"; (“' to  exprem Yot to[conflicting social interests of | i oo as true In 1021 (or [0S0V =
(] . ] '
"disintegration” s early as ‘.’::"l': “'". i k. W1 and of bis life, Lenin stuck|'shades of opinion' 18 10 |\ ornre) ag ft was on the eve | Republic 'ﬂl“-pmn .m“

g

March 1918, Three yoars the formuls of alreduce the revolutionary class | o oo Stalinist show trials
later, Lenia himself sdmitted | fOVONIOR, the  economic | gicratorship of the proletariat[to @ blank abstraction - . .u..h?rmm finally drew the o B
that the proletariat had been | Sitution of the :“m" class, | grgroised, In the place of the| oo v whose counterpart | lesson. Moreover, in the
“largely declassed” owing to of those -M; work in hlctarlu politcally coherent and active is, logically, the monolithic immediste aftermath of the | and more fruitfel, but oaly
vextreme want and hardship", | 80d mills, hes not oaly not|peoigeariat, by the Bolshevik l-"lﬂ'ﬂh.h- revolution he declared: experimenc...” -
A few months Ilater, in | D99 Improved, but has becoms | nary,  He never ceased Existing In
October 1821, he concluded .:I:I'mu“.!i'bd proposing ever more relined|a 'vacuum' of the kind Serge "I after :.m power We 81| o, (ifty years on, we can
that “the industrial :t - tal Ideat ':':."’"" buresucratic solutions to the|describes, only the interests of | Iacapable ‘::“ b recognise that the analysis
proletarist...has ceased to exist | § 8 gontroversy &s this; problem of the buresuctacy.lsns bureascracy ltself can programme, we ought Trotsky hers offers only to
" " shall we achieve communism hi go to the soldiers and workers
as a proletarist” and “has | th k His pet idea was the creation|nreyvg(l snd the state moves P e ourselves | 1J9Ct I, was in (fact the
disappeared®. In brute figures, '"“.“: workers, of Over | of 3w, ultra class-conscious|{rracistibly from “bureaucratic | 29, Jeslere correct one. The model of
e colipee o Industril | UL, VIRE Y, e Mok <f y 1o the Bin' to 8 form of | et the Bolshevik party, & It
production In Russia during the ,'r"h'. b g R 4 s o |DUTeRuCracy as 8 whole, the |y, reaucratic totalitarianism. During the course of the civil [developed in  the  years
olvil war had caused the MF . poes war, he evidently changed his [following  the  revolution
pumber of Industrial workers " betwess &, .

"huresucratic state system of mind in the same manner as |Fepresents anexperimental

;" ol b’; '::::, l.“mlhn’m:u::; a system of wide “pm':';lcal Lenis changed his. In 1921 he [S0Ciallsm:  an  experiment
1917 tj:‘li million. Moreaver, | *e)f=sctivity of the working could argue, mn::‘c“d n N
the ‘turnover of ll'bour meant | masees.” e ln?“p““hhmh - ﬁf.:u:m' nutor .zou-'l"urlr
: ifiad awareness...of the revolutionary g conlc

that « significant proportion of :0 llli: H“.ll :: birthright of the party, which |organisation to be replicated In
these workers were former ‘u'“:’:“al threat to  the is obliged to maintain its | CONtEMpOrary political
petty bourgeols elements. werkers' state; dictatorship in spite of the practice. It ls vital for the
The declogy and tactics of temporary wavering In the | future of revolutionary

"Buresucracy s 4  direct
the Bolsheviks clearly reflected
this shift in social forces, | BOBAtion of man uu--ugﬂm.
thi | e L] P
::::d’ ::l .u.l:?:r.ﬂ:; “& principle of lavolving  the
distinction between politically | ™Ue® in asctive participation
advanced and reactionary as & basis for the new system

proleta of the workers' republic
:::1:::: ;i.t:‘u g - cannot look for good and bad

sides In bureaucrscy. He must
"prolonged  and  persistent

offorts must be exerted by the | 2080 and tesolutely  reject
best and most class-conscious useless system.

workers and peasants in order For the buresucracy to be
10.bring the people on to the defeated, It would be
proper .p‘m of steady and |Decessary to

disciplined labour.
By 1920 this had developed proletarian  elements. The
Into  Zinoviev's declarstion [0Froneer the Soviet suthority
that: becomes, the greater the

of middle
"every class conscious worker | class..elements joining  the
must  realise  that  the [party.  The elimination of
dictatorship of the working | these elements must be
class can oaly be realised | complete and R
through the dictatorship of its | Agala the objective situation

spontansous moods of the socialism that the Implications
masses, in spite of the|Of this mnalysis are accepted:
vacillation even in the working|that no special pleading for
classes. This awareness Is for | the Bolshevik elimination of
us the Indispensible unifying |workers' democracy and the
element.” progressive subsitution of a

monolithic  and  totalitarlan
This could hardly state more bureaucracy Is tolerated, and

sxplisitly mml-ﬂ the lessons of the Bolshevik
ought to dominate "gxperiment” are thoroughly
learned.
The

i

"salf-smancipation® of  the| PAramoust

widely
working class has finally| necessity of  unconditional

slipped out of sight. democracy within the
Although acknowledging that | Fevelstionary organisation, the
the Bolshevik revolution was|OOmMitment o soclalist
"the salvation of the honour of | Political nd  the
Intersational socialism®, Rosa |SUpreme Importasce of the
Luxemburg  identifies the | SIS o e
principsl  mistake of the | OfEStisations themselves.

Bolshevik's progressive and |[b,: F, Gordonl
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their departure, several
outside |fascists arrived &t the statin
after Jand  despita  the  polis
them | presence, were given a warr
room | reception than they had be
booked | expecting and had to leave
area at a rapld pace.

This
'-. It quickly became obvious t o
In

)
.ruul-. Within 20 minutes of !‘
L A

although the NF  wer 2%
meeting at the Town

they were, with pe
cooperation, meet

w . AFA, by
meﬂ:n‘"::tlzfm appeals The week prior to June 15th .b.;:?::et::“h;hlie best ele
% all interested aati-fascistfj*s¥ the usual asties 88 the ant-fascist
to costact the ose organisation fj 1HACEEYIEE S we b;:: maintained a presence
:'l'lcl Me '1"::' '"".“ .m nhmanhmohnn decl:nm:: t:-;‘ﬂm :::" d::"“:u‘lof.n,:::,r {
s . o ® W the day they would be holding E - !
ked the fascists; the rest m“. Astipascist Y the i oounist :u"hﬂl ul::;ﬂrm::';yt‘:u
e .Od o demonstrations separate [rom ; ""l-‘ nad 18 fact be
:'M“u,““n _h the m’:: the one called by AFA. :u:lm “ & ”a s-nalli
incidestally, the SWP,  Many On the day fitself good sense |iy.phonshawe, about si
of these no doubt, weat home prevailled, and despite the ... the city centre @
satisfied that the [escists will confusion most people managed ly.n a  minute [re
be demoralised by the fect to end up In the right motorway. While it
that they would have lost & place outside the Town Hall, § yhat the NF never inte
vote had there been one. The and the spot where the NFl..p, outside the Tow
fact remains that despite the was due to rally was Instead Jhat s clear is that th
occupled by 250-300 antl-faeiiner the confidence,
one hand, fascists. Keeping a somewhat | .. jocal support (e
predominantly white left on Jower profile was & 30-40 0., 45y,  While anti
the other, ls so great. Now, strong AFA stewards Rroup, §cannot claim that the
left to their own devices, the who after ensuring the ), guccess, we did al
fascists have reorganised to immediate area was sale from ) oana00 to increase
where left-wing :“;f‘:h' m:;:u “"." "?] ‘10 "": influence in the area.
s redirection polnt At oo yne other hand, havie
Victorla Station. However the (2,(:,,_,, to hold their mes )
advantage of surpise was 108t | ocray, ynder o false na t
with t he arrival of the rest],  ho gricks, with 1
of the anti-fascist picket, § o nnorters being  chase \
complete with obligatory police attacked In the city
escort. Having led the poice | cannot clalm even that.
to Victorla Station, the SWP
and thelr cohorts then left['contact:  Mamchester
after 20 minutes to parade | Agtion PO Box S7 Manch: ii«f
around the city centre in ever | w29 swWG
decreasing and pointl

Details of how to contact AFA
are given below.

to be sesn when it mattered.
There s absolutely no doubt
that the [fascists entered @
situation la Thamesmead where

Following the arrest
number of anti-fascists duriag
the disruption of the National
Front's election campaign In
Hemel Hempstead, a defence
campaign was formed. Of the
four people charged with
various offences, one Was|many sincere
scquitted on all counts, and|emerged disillusioned, engry
the other three acquitted onlgad frustrated. Whessver the
the maln charges of essault]next confrontation on this
and assault on the police. The|gscale takes place, the odds
remaining charges of | will have shifted in favour of
threatening behaviour  were | the fascists.

accepted by the magistrates.| Molyneux makes his position

the sand are having their arses
kicked. Expect a reorientation
of attitudes shortly.
One fine Instance of this
process has emerged through
contacts that have been made
with 8 group of anti-fascists
in an ares immediately outside
our reglon, In the Milton
Keynes area, This followed a
fascist organised attack on

A benelit is to be srranged to]glear (and of course, he Is

help pay fines and costs, Io|representative of o whole student membership to m 1
sddition to an appeal 1ol grata of left orthodoxy) whea anti-fascist  activity
|nterested organisations 8nd|ne describes the present level their 'revolutionary' f
individuals. Incidentally, our]of fascist activity as consisting would quickly be expos
style of slectionsering| of "no more than a hard core Sixty people attended Glasgow the real ‘'myth'linstead
evidently impressed the local|of extremely isolated fanatics® AFA's first public meeting in relled upon  the  ag
electorate far more than the|with a corresponding danger of Denistown at the end of June. arguments ae
campaigning of the fascists -|revolutionaries "becoming Denistown 1s an ares which confrontational anti-fa

their candidate recelved 18
votes, presumably lacluding his

politica which amount tc

obsessed with pointiess fascist
bunting". It is open to debate
hether those in black or

confidence the fascists havelnd, as  result, has become a|paper sale In the city centre lang smears agalnst HA Y
been allowed to develop. target ares for BNPlon the same weekend became |others on the left. The .
ia themselves, such contacts 8l recruitment. One of the so-|the target for the [ascists, lonly lack political ldeas ~nd
have been made are & veryBoalled "BNP Glasgow Four"|who took photos of the paper | credibility, they seem 1o ‘¢
encouraging sign and perhaps W (recently released after 12|sellers and gave out leaflets | lacking In honesty as well
the beginning of real inter-Wmonths for an attack on anlaround them to no responsel Militant also ignored the

5 co~op SWP meeting) comes from the|Not surprisingly, the reaction | meetin ite belng Inv
However, it  unfortunatelyBares and is the BNP's youthjof SWP plnnmlml; to this was |in ,:.,::nld':,:,:|1,,,|1:‘,.,, » :
appears to be the case that & Despite  his|to blame AFA and Red Actlon |fascists in  Glasgow i

has & large loyalist p'm““ﬂ

group of fascists belonging to lan Macmillan | "squadists” for whipping up the | Dundee. We know that
the BNP have been allowed 0By aun't 5o "crazy’ on the might|fescists In an area where, | sectarianism  which s
establish a regular pressnce inBof the meeting. He made ajaccording to  thelr  local | towards AFA  from -
the town. Local soclalistsWras: exit from the area and|comrades, “there Is 1o | lsadership of both the SWF nd
allowed the situstion tOMoerguaded the 25 boneheads |significant . fascist activity" lMtant does not extend o
develop to the point where all. s other assortments of the|Given that the SWP members | tn. whole membership, o
BNP paper ssle compiste withlmaster race who had been|who live in Denistown are | would urge individuals "
fourishes of the Union Jackl mobilised to 'smash the reds' |political commuters (Le. they |organisations who i
has been held In the townMinar the only smashing that|commute out of the ares 10 |principle with AFA' o8
centre for over a year. BNPH .. likely to happen that night]engage in political activity) we Jto join us In the campair to
posters and stickers oaroMwould have boen thelr own|questioned which particular | rig Scotland of the N P
plastered  everywhere, withlneads on the pavement. BNP|orifice they were talking out]iwith  the  general -
untll recently, lttle response.Bscouts were lucky to escape atfofl Even more despicable I8 | yrawing nearer and 1 o
Local BNPers will have noticedlone point with one young lad|the suggestion by the SWP that | hy  the BNP ¢ vd
Red Action and AFA stickersMhaving very brown trousers|AFA  deliberately left  up | candidates north of t P
now defsce thelr work. ANafter venturing too close to]fascist graffiti In order to{ (including John Tynda P
Herts AFA delegation wes sentlthe stewards outside the |perpetuate 'a myth of @& BNP ) ryhrer, In Edinburgt L
to join local anti-fascists in 8l meeting to show off his knifel|presence’ - why don't these | o the Sundey Expre 1)
takeover of the BNP pitch onRlinside, the meeting was|people drop the pretence anc i s of paran et ce
o recent Seturday - the BNPMgddressed by speakers from|simply accuse AFA of being that the most milita t
lald  low. However, thellLondon AFA, Scottish Anti-]responrible for the graffiti? | fascists from all or ns
following week It was reportedB nacist Movement, and & The trith is of course that the | on  the left are in

that they had returned in someMSpanish Civil War veteran.]Swp have no real interest in
numbers, preventing local anti-
Poc T present @ petition in support o F noch| fascists from holding their own
Powell. In 1991, the latemt racism thet still exists U
demonstrated by the estimated 70,000 race attacks that
occur each year.The response of the so-called revolutio
left to the epidemic, when not simply indifferent is b
incompetent and inade

repelling and count: he
The general mood of thejorientiting their largely § fagcist threat in Sco!
meeting was in agreement with
counter demonstration, This ISEAFA's  position  that  the
clearly an unsatisfactory state gy have to be challenged
of affairs snd Herts AFA have Ry sreas like Denistown, of the
pledged thelr continued Miikely outcome will be that
support. Red Action's positionBiarge sections of working class
is that effective action against@youth will be lost to them,
In Hatfleld, we have already|aslan communities actually on the fascists can only takeBand in turn, the activities of
held & widely publicised social | the recelving end of the place through the developmentBthe left will be threatened.
i the name of Anti-Fascist|thuggery dished out by Jof a national network of AFANThere will have to be
Actlon - despits blood-curdling | "extremely isolated” bands of |branches In which all aati- ined anti-lascist presence
threats from the fascists to | racists would agree that the | fascists are democraticallyfin the ares which continues
distupt the event, on the|the effort  lavolved In | represented and  developlthe Ideclogical and physical
sctual night, sot a mouse | eliminating them was wasted, | collective strategles. And 00,Mconfrontation of the BNP!
squeaked. They may even feel, In such | we do not think that It Is SRpDenistown hes only seen the
In the Immediate area the | places as Tower Hamlets or ’wd idea to walt until th nning of a campalgn to
fascists appear to have sn | Bethnal Green, that it is they, | fascists are & bit Dettethirmly establish No-Go areas
organised presence in only one|not the fascists, who are | organised. or the BNP In Glasgow.

town with smaller, less visible | isolated. What cannot be | As  John  Molyneuz @l bout 25 new contacts for
branches elsewhers.  None- | denied s that years of | recogaises in his article, AFA signed up on the night!
theless a disturbing  but | ignoring fascists selling their "|{ the fascists are allowed to contrast with AFA's
predictable trend has recently | papers at the other end of the | gain @ mass bese unhindered..@militant activit the SWP
become evident In a aumber of | strest ('l see no fascists') and | this can be very dangerc
systematic attacks upon left | announcing that not enough | They can grow to the point
papet sellers In a neighbouring | black or asian people are being | where it becomes extremel
ares, This appears to [it In | attacked or living In terror for | difficult to sweep them off
with developments on o | the left to organise against it} the streets and halt thel
national scale. The left Is | ("the [fascists are isolated’) | momentum.”

beginning to wake up to the | have produced their predictable | This is precisely what s b
problem. John  Molyneux | consequences. allowed to happen in one tow
recognised recently in The fascists |, ogr own area - and |
'Soclalist Worker' will never be lsolated where | ,,,000ed under the noses of
"Working in the fascist's [they are sees o be unopposed | gocialists who until receatly|
favour is the fact that they |~ on the comtrary, they creste | would doubtless have argued in
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Prom 170! to 1804,

srmies def<sted military

sent by the Spanish,

and Britsh - the

wmies of the time.

dic this under the

p of black officers

and a black, ex-slave leader -
Toussaint .'Ouverture.

Halti was first called by

ru |ispaniola’, later,

Freo b as San Domingo.
The (ir Spanish settlement
itwell  with looting

sE
5

native ! habitants.
17th  century,

pooupled the western third of
the island (modera Haitl) and
began the cultivation of
settled plantations. Plantations
require! slaves, and by 1700
the sleve population numbered
around 20,000, By 1760 this
figure had Increased to 260,000
and by the eve of the

revolution, had doubled to half | .o

@ million.

By 1760, Haitl was the most
productive colony the world
had yet seen, out-producing
the whole of North America in
8 number of primary
commodities, The maritime
gities of France became
@no: mously rich on the
proceeds. Whole industries
within France depended on this

single colony.

Naturally, there
was a price to be pald for this
prosperity, and it was paid by
the slaves.

Owing to the rate
at which African labour was
worked to death, 40,000 had to
he imported every year. This
meant that the majority of the
slave population was Africen
born - and bitterly resentful
of the slavery to which they
had been Introduced.

For many years, escaped slaves
formed maroon communities,
numbering several thousend in
total, forming @& permanent
oxample and @ threat to the
ahite slave ownmers. Working
in the gquasi-factory conditions
{ the plantation, many of the
slaves were In @ condition
resembling that of a modern
proleteriat rather than @
yropean  peasantry. The
wners of course reacted to
o threat such a labour force

spresented  with  ferocious
hatred and fear.  Fanatically
{nstit-utionalised colour

rejudice replaced the earlier
claxed code that governed
olations between black and
white as the  economic
mperatives grew more
stringent. Eventually there
yme to be no less than 120
lassifications of the colour of
ose born to mixed parentages
4 complex regulations
forced with regard to the
ious shades.
ws of the 1789 revolution in
ince with Its watchwords of
edom and liberty was the
nal for @ mnew phase of
tation and discontent.

condition of virtual chaos
wed as the contending
ups endeavoursd
.ghter each other. The
population  sometimes
fovid themselves fighting with
the Mulatto (mixed race) class
againgt  the whites and
sometimes against both,
Throughout the
internediate  Mulatto

8

slave
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of defeat, they were offered
arms and assistance by the
rival colonlal power in the
island - Spain. Toussaint took

the help offered to him, but
intained his Ind d of

the Spanish.  The white

¥y

some 10,000, fled for :
American colonles, never fto
return.

The  British,
weakening  position
French and a prime colony for
the taking, landed troops of
their own. By the beginalag
of 1704, large areas of San
Dominge were under British
control. It was a orucial
moment: for once in possession
of San Domingo, Britain would
be restored as & powsr in the
New World and additionally
would be polsed to become the
most enthusiastic exponents of
the slave trade Instead of sn
advocate for its abolition. San
in French hands
guaranteed British opposition
to the slave trade; It then
became a trade that steadily
sdded to French, mot British,
prosperity. At this point
however, a vital Isterveation
ocourred within France itself.
The National Convestion, under
pressure {rom the revolutionary
people of FParls, declared

g "5{!
iiit;:gigg:;::fziilii

petterns of small-scale, pre-

capitalist production. He
tharefore carefully avolded a
complete break with the
civilisation of the [ormer slave
owners. The slave trade Itself

slavery in all French colonk
sbolished. The former slaves
of San Domingo now had @
tangible and direct interest for
which to [ight; their own
liberty. No one doubted that
the British and the Spanish
were fighting for the
restoration of slavery.

The armies under Toussaint
became ever more powerful
and although the  British
government continued for three
years to throw mea and money
into the fight egainst those
they termed ‘bandits’, It
sventually resulted (n  the
worst defeat of the British
army In  colonial history.
Black armies fought not only

the British, but armies formed
by French slave owners and
mulattoes, who remained
doggedly pro-British. Yet by
the end of 1706 the British
had effectively lost, having
suffered 80,000 casuslties. At

the end of 1788, the British
evacuated the island,
Toussaint quickly eliminated

the danger presented by the
mulattos and  turned  his
attention to the Spanish. The
Spanish troops were routed,
and In Janvary 1800, the

d to { but
once landed In Sen

Ny b
y

was
all Africans
D i »

free men. Whites continved to
retain  wealth and certaln
positions of power. Race
prejudice, free of the
economic pressures that caused
it to [flourish, began to
disappear with amazing
rapidity. With so many black
ex-slaves occupying the wvery
highest  positions In the
country, it could no longer be
sustalned. Production levels
rose to levels comparable to
those of pre-trevolutionary
times with astonishing speed.
The maritime  bourgeoisie
within France itsell however,
could not for long forget the
fabulous profits they had
formerly extracted from the
slave colony as it was. The
new Emperor of France,
Napoleon, a personal hater of
blacks, decided that the old
colonlal order was essential to
the power of France ond
determined to restore it.

In 1801, the largest expedition
that had ever salled (rom
France, 20,000 men under
France's finest officers, set
safl for San Domingo.

mmmmmmm.wm
m“ulﬂmuﬂlmwd
erode, The most radical | astonishing proficiency agaiast
gections of the  bisck|the seasoned Fresch troops.
MMMMNMMMM
including the ex-slave general | home:
Dessalines, mistrusted
Toussalnt's policy of | *"We have in Burope a false
reconcillation. To them it|ides of the country in which
wm-m;uu*-‘u—n—
mmﬂmdnﬂﬂaﬂ
the whites. There Is no
ovidence that Toussaint would | Dessalines escaped sn attempt
ever have ocoun d the | to cap him, and prepared
restoration of slavery; yet It is| to lead the insurrection. of
wuumm:mu,mmuumm
France could be scoepted as 8 |at the Dbeginning of the
partoer in @ prosperous but | campaign, 24,000 were dead,
free colony, Bonaparte had | 8,000 incapacitated  through
other ideass; women who had | llness and only 2,000 remained
relationships with black men | capsble of [fighting. The
wote to be deported to| majority of the mulattoes
France, all blacks above the | however, especially the
Muwumu-,mmmn.m-m
were to be replaced by whites. | the Freach. But now the
When black masses had

and determined military

Bonaparte sent

became am opem war; even
flercer than thoss of the 10
yoar War ol

The French armies
esormous losses and  were
comprehensively outfought.
Yot Toumaint still preferred to
keep negotiations open with
the French and despite the
demoralisation of the French
forces, he and the other black
leaders agreed to a pasce.
Oualy Dessalines remained clear
that the fight had to be
fought to @  oconclusion.
Toussaint himself was
treacherously taken captive by
the French and deported to a
remote prison in France where
he soon perished of hunger and
cold. His last words as he
was put on board the ship to
France &% & prisoner were:

0.
suffered

cut down in San Domingo oaly
the trmk of the tree of
liberty. it will spriog up again
by the roots, for they are
numeross and deep.”

In May 1802, the French
bourgecisie openly declared

their hand: slavery was to be
reintroduced in all the
colonies. As soon as the news
reached the black population in
San Domingo, en [nsurrection
broke out. At first, the
leaders of the ex-slave armies
refused to move. Even

and the confiscstion of their
property, friend and foe alike.
Once agaln, the maulsttoes
changed allegiance. The war
pow, for the first time, had
all the appearance of & race
wat, black and mulatto agalnst
the  French. Yot, =
throughout the ocoaflict, the
real issve was based on the

The war became a war ol
frank extermination with the
alm of slaughtering the rebels
and replacing them with labour
brought directly from Africa
which knew nothing of
revolutionary slogans of
freedom and equality. The
French attempted to terrorise
the blacks with the most

than before.  All cultivated
areas were burat to the ground
to prevent them being of use
to the French.

responded to  the
barbarities in kind.
terrorists were terrorised. As
Bonaparte to send
massive new armaments to the
island, the war between Britain
and France was resewed. The
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The activities of the
'humanitariass’ and  abol-

the | itionists that we hear so much

sbout aere estirely peripheral
to this gigantic struggle. CLR
James, who wrote what is still
the classic sccount of the
bleck war of Independence,
observed;
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founded by class

descisions.

10 ‘Red Action'.

plople 1o work for the furthering of the cause of
Socialism. Membership is open (o all who accepl our
political princples and pay a weekly subscription, Every
member has an equal vole on all Red Action policy and

If you support our aims bul do not wish lo become a
member, You can become 8 spporting member. This does
nol entitle you 10 voie, but you will receive.

1. A free subscription 10 (he newspaper.

1. A regular internal newsletier that will keep you
informed of what is going on in the organisation.

3. Notification of any Red Action activities in your area.
The cost for this is (20 for one year.

Subscriptions (o the paper are still available separately.
The cost is €3 pounds for ten ivsues. Please remember that
producing & paper is very uneconomic business and we
are always very grateful for an) donations, and especially
grateful to snyone who can take extra copies 1o sell.

All cheques and postal orders should be made payable

BM BOX 37, LONDON
WC1N 3XX
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ares for the protection of
counter demonstrators? Where
was the coocern for thess who |FOllowing the inappropi.ately
were to be participants in the named counter demonstration,
anti-fascist rally? Why waere [P0 Ottempt was -made 1o
both thosa

the fascists so early on In
day?

:
i

tender
mercies of the state. At the
mext meeting called by the
campaign AFA preseated (wo
[documents (both of which are
avallable from AFA)  for
discussion and adoption. These
were discussed on 20th June.
Thess papers were the only
ones seen at any meeting of
the Rolan Adams Famlily
Campalg One ined »
proposal and a eet of
objectives for the [uture of
the campaign, the other
tained a critique of the
May 25th counter demon-
stration.

The conduct of the meeting
was such that the proposal and
objectives were Ignored and
the critique discussed at some
length  with individuals and
groups taking closed defensive
positions on any criticism they
Identified os pertaining to
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i
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H
fs8ss

fascism, or
anger and
frustration, deliberately built
up by the organisers’' pre-demo
rhetoric and obvious hyperbole,
was vented, uselessly, on the
forces of the state. Scouts

were sent to the malo body of | themselves. it was apparest
demonstrators to ask for]thet  certaln groups ware
assistance when the BNPJjopersting from a  hidden
march appearsd. Needless to]agenda devised to take comtrol
say, the sppeals were Ignored, of the campaign, just as the
25th May demonstration was
Anti-Fascist Action together|hijacked to meet a bidden
agenda. The discussion
culminated in  AFA  Dbeing

One hundred people attended a
Red Action benefit soclal for
the IRA and INLA POWs and in

commemaoration of the
Republican Hunger strike of
1881,

The Bridgeton Republicen [lute
band played 2 rousing sets, as

did the Irish folk band, the
Blarney Pligrims. A speaker
from the Republican Bands
Alllance expressed their
of 28 million. support, thanked RA  for
pri are tly| i the event, and
drawn from @& population of| siressed the need to ralse
§500,000. You ocan see the| physical and moral support for

buge difference. We have aj all Republican prisoners.

-w:h.l l'm“'nl Not ‘Id Partly In recogmition of our
e priscors bet also I' efforts to ralse support for
Republican prisoners, Glasgow

RA members were Invited to
join the newly formed Glasgow
Hunger Strike commemoration
committes which is planning a

ever i major public meeting, soclal

-l 'ﬂ"" -.‘ bhelp. " and 'march through Glasgow
" . city centre on September 6th

and T7th. We have already

R s S Go e e pledged that the proceeds of

our next soclal (to be held in
August) will be spilt entirely

the 10 1981 huager

ruise funds today between prisoners organisations
bos : o s and the Hunger Strike
Bapublioes prisssers committee In order to help

them [inance this major event.
Glasgow RA  also  Intend
buflding support for the Hunger

Strilke committee's activities

mm*' this oveslag i : by holding a public mesting
’ and [lim show ambout the 1981

Tioef Hunger Strike and its
e significance today. This is

supported  such
Ll'&w
|r- 1o the fascists can be set up?
prmg g south- | 4oy long before the decalt of
m-"*‘u *-mdﬂbnhnu—o
m.”':‘m“-nuﬂmublqm
et |
Ly vy r “m—-.---a:
the mischievous and wiclent | gostact ws s0 that we cap
slection campaigs lo Peckbam | work together In & som-
this July Dbelng the latest | geotarian, principled manser In
example of | the fight against fascism.

Commemoration

Speakers,
Phoblacht's’
the importance of Connolly's
role
and* the relevance of his ideas
today.

What is particularly refreshing
about this march Is Its solidly
working
Unlike many so-called
solidarity marches elsewhere in

Britain, the Connolly
committes, along with the
Republican  Bands  Alllance,

have the support of ordinary
working class people with @
genuine will to do something
over
difference over there.

(Headline and picture
from the Sun newspaper.)

Bed and boord  Garvy preperes 1o get his beod down with the dessent

According to & mole deep inside Fortress Wapping, Sun
columist Gery Bushell, was recently involved in an incident
which left him nursing a variety of serious injuries.

True to form, the Sun masagement deny any such in ident
took place, explaining his absence by Insisting the injuries
sustained resulted from a fall at his home.

However judging from the damage reported done; three
broken ribs, broken ankle, faclal injuries and a possible
broken nose, it would appear 'Gal', fell about repeatedly
and for a considerable length of time,

Bushell, @ one time left-wing activist once insisted, during
an interview in 1985 that "I have a lot of respect for
Red Action 'cos they're out their doing it. | don't necessa-
rily agree with them all the way..etc" seems to have
come full circle.

Doing a plece in the Sun on the unemployed and homeless
in London earlier this year, he was photographed in the
company of a certain Terry Blackman, whofor the beneflit
of the notoriously gullible Sun readership was presented
as white, unemployed and homeless.In reality Terry Blackm
an lives with his parents in Croyden and is slso London
organiser for the National Front.

iI's former friends are legion criss-crossing the compl-
e political spectrum from the far right to the far-left
and back again, so the identity of the perpetrators or
the 'lads most likely', has so far even baffled those, who
after similar incidents usually feature near the top of
the 'usunl suspects list' themselves,

However one thing seems clear should they feeithe need
to return, 'BUSHELL IN THE BOX' may become his perma

e Black
__andTan_

who Included 'An
editor, stressed

in shaping Irish history

class  composition,

Irish

that makes @

if the

A conversation overheard,

rest of the left in Britain took @ Juring the recent visit of
8 leaf out of their book, we ll 4 Red Action delegation
would be somewhere nearer B (v Belfast for the 199]
bullding @ genuine solidarity B Internment/Hunger-Strike
movement with the Irish B commemoration,
struggle. Two R.A. members, stand
In Edinburgh and in Glasgow ]l and watch as a mobile patrol,
on the parade which tookll an Army jeep with two
place beforehand, Red Action ] squaddies survey the public
bers were besleged by [ through the sights of their
people asking for our "FOR rifles from & hatch in the
THE IRA AGAINST THER rool, Nanked by two RUC
COMMON ENEMY" stickers. land-rovers arrogamtly sweeps
There was also an excellent § post.
response to an AFA leaflet 'l-onlb-c those Brit_bastards"
[Belfast Internment commemor Which was distributed, ,’,:”.,m,.‘,t"'-::;::' “ ml'h;

lon, riing an R.A. sticker.

planned for late August. lndh'lll‘lldn counter demo
of 2001
The commemoration was)

Edinburgh

particularly Important because|
of the 75th anniversary of the
Easter Rising and the crucial

Over 1,000 people attended
this year's annual James
Connolly commemoration march
despite a media campaign to
got the march banned and @

role that Edinburgh-born James
Connolly and the Irish Citizen's|
Army played in this historic
event.

big-un' just because they've
got & mun roof® !!]

CONGRATULATIONS
To David, sn AFA prisoner
who recieved parole for Sepi-
ember, and also 1o Nessan
Quinlivan, Pearse McAuley
and Martin Foran who left
prison without Parole !






