ed Action

EATING THiEa
FASCIST

detered by the prospect ;Enlry.'l'h[' pub governor | team maintained video survell -
m of the violent confrontation [had told the 'Jewish Chronic- | lance at the front and at

anticipated by the local | -le' that the fascists would | the back of the shop. Other
_‘m press. Chief Inspector Gary [ not be barred as "they were | police video teams also
Elliot told the East London | no trouble®. took @ sinister interest In

Advertiser that “the potent- On another occasion | Individual Anti-Fascists,
lal for disorder was always |a barmaid told AFA that | Hundreds of police were

LONDON present in such confront- | the fact that the pub was | In the Immediate vicinity.

ations”. associated with race-attackers | On the sdvice of the police

There have been over and convicted bombers | the BINP. kept a very

line with AF.A. policy, | 40 arrests,in clashes between | was "personally speaking | low profile. Both the police

of  "setting the agenda” | AFA and the combined forces | not a problem" for her. and the fascists no doubt
ind so wrestling the initative | of the BNP /N.F. In the hope that by removing their
from  the neo-nazis and | borough since  April  '80, phyrical presence, the init-
race  attackers in  Tower | This time, the fascists out- stive would prove anti-
Hamlets, Anti-Fascist-Action numbered three 1o one, climzuc for the organisers
returned  to  Brick Lane | were clearly  intimidated, and “he participants, A.F.A.
narket on Sunday 17th March | and apart from the gratutious who laid on s 70 strong
is time we amnounced | arrest of one Anti-Fascist force of security stewards

event by distributing | A.F.A.  enjoyed the  full SOUTH ot the request of the organ-

er 15,000 leaflets on the | "co-operation® from  both ising committee have other
cighbouring  estates, The | the fascists and the police. LONDON Ideas. It will be our intention
rough of Tower Hamlets, | As the A.F.A. contingemt not only to maintain the

s the highest ratio of | approached the paper sale, | A SECOND FRONT momentum but step it up
ce attacks In  Britain, | the sellers of the National The Sun pub in Bethnal | What is needed is to open
here it is estimated in | Front “theoretical” magazine | Green is owned by Whitbread | W 8 "second from" to
report from the European |VANGUARD looked particularly | prewery as is the The Wild ph the pr

irliament In December | down In the mouth. The | Fowler in Thamesmead, | Peing  applied in  Bethnal

190, that an atteck, verbal | current edition No 33 had According. to locals  the

physical ~occurs  every | in the lead article announced | wild Fowler rums a colour l‘ss
§ minutes. that “Anmti-Fascist Action.is | par, On 27th April 1,000 o.
F.A Invited everyone | tearing Itself apart.Good strong e l"'."
o believed "that Anti- | pews not Just for Nationalists vast majority black, @

scism meant more than | but for the police since ed i the lic
npty expressions of | the ‘Action’ of the title ,':r":b mm.': the em'::m: GLASGOW
mpathy for the victims | s & cuphemism lor violemt of the BNP. HQ In

race attacks to be there". | street demonstrations®.(nice Welling. 'ANT‘I FASCIST ACTION..IS TEARING p

the day about 250/300 | to know somebody cares).On Since they arrived In 1989 Last week, 150  people GOOD NEWS NOT JUST FOR NATIONAL lt.‘r'; BUT FOR
ti-Facsists, including | our = arrival lesflets were | oo origoks  miready high | ottended the first Anti BTHE POLICE, SINCE THE 'ACTION' OF THE TITLE IS
n Greenman @ former | immediately distributed have doubled. In February Fascist concert organised A EUPHFMISM FOR VIOLENT STREET DEMONSTRATIONS®
wate of Auschwitz death | to the passerbys and curious of this year 15 year old by Cable Street Beat in From the NF theoretical journal 'Vanguard', Jan-Mar'8l,

mp, prisoner 98288 turned | onlookers in the bustling Rolan Adams became a |Closgow. The gig was very
t Just as significantly | Brick Lane market.The belea- victim. Unlike the others | "uccessful with four bands aigns of AJF.A. in England,| against the National Front

Socialist Workers Party, | -gured  neo-nazis screech | polan  was not so lucky, | Pleying-The Blaggers, The| .4 particularly from London| holding an election meeting (in
itant and the Revolutionary | of ‘rights for whites” was | pojey was sabbed Rolan | Cofleones, Oi Pollo and AF.A, a Primary School!) in a local

mmunist Party did not | smothered by the anti-fascist died. Sessionhead.  Also appearing | Th." o big event will| town, Hemel Hempstead. A
end and were conspicous ‘-‘hf““‘“’ of rights  for | o ¢he day of the march | Were four Anti-Fascist poets. | . another Anti-Fascist | swift  mobllisation saw &
their absence, all®, A " the pub was closed. It was | Despite a couple of "5!“""_“"“ Action public meeting but | convoy heading In the direction
rhaps they believe that At 1145 ‘plan B' was [ g, gusrded by police. A |Prior to the gig, the BNP.| vl ime i the Eust End|of Hemel on the day of the

suse the B.N.P. are not | put into operationA 300 video

problem for them, “they | strong picket on the BNP team recorded the |decided (0 keep well awY.| yhere there has been an NF's asssault upon the ballot

demonstrators from inside |A Wise decision. The RIg| \oonse  in  Fascist  and box.

not & problem® for anyone | pub ‘The Sun'.The pub was the pub. The B.N.P. shop marked the begining of Racist activity, The suggested | A pre-election mestiag
or maybe they were |closed with the police barring was also shut. Police video | What will hopefully be 8| otatform of w‘nl'.ak--r\ ] | with e P
series of 'Cable Street Beat AF.A, Scottish Asian Action|candidate, John Macauly was

Anderson, 1 events ond was followed| 0" "y oh Rights Campa- | requested, and much to his

Su.lkb.Aprﬂ. [ I'ouy strong group of 'late mivlll‘ by an Anti- Fascist Action ign (Y.R.C.). surories, Ssestad. Mad Actios

n Hemel d, arrogantly swept public =~ mesting  etwended|m, e was confident | wieh to make it cleaz to ai)

lln omclcl plde( and the police cordnn at the school by about 30 people. Those | optimistic In recognising | Biose NV supporters who had

tes to cries of, "scum! scum! scum! "/ Both surprised who attended included mem-

i
delighted Anderson stepped forward. A familier : bers of Red Action, Class|""

ved for principled co- | travelled such a long way to

operation and unity in act see candidate Macsuly on the
War, D.AM, Militant and #:‘ " groups .,Wl individuals | hustings that it was In no way
the SWP, as well as a agoinst the Fascist threat, | bis fault that the meeting had
number of young people | oo signs for the future. to go'ashead without him .
who had been st the gig. The would=-be councillor ended
The meeting agreed that Glasgow Red Action face down In the road along
there s & need for a P.O. Box 266 with two other well known NF
militant  anti-fascist  organ Glasgow faces and was In no condition
isation  which  will  fight | =10 80S to continue, One of his
alongside existing campaigns, minders ended up In a hedge
as well as initlate its own and refused to come outl
events and actions. Everyone A truly 'sasty' NF promotional
agreed that the fight against u video found in their possession
fascism Is two-pronged; l“ ‘s was conliscated. Coples of
countering the Fascist propo- “' the NF paper, 'The Flag' ware
ganda with our own, and also removed for salekesping
confronting the Fascists to someone's bonfire, The
on the streets. The B.N.P, HERTS thought-provoking headline fn
presence in Glasgow must - this particular edition was

be f] y logi .

and :ho;l“l:).r::;d It h‘i::’o:‘:::l.y The Hatlield branch of Red II:']'I“ n:";::‘:; Imq::tlcmb::ﬁl:

ed that there are lessons | Action recently received a call

for us In Scotland to learn{{Tom & local group of asati-

from the successful camp- fasciets requesting e
participation in @& protest
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therefore have a duty to focus
all our attention on the oaly
ares which we can influence.
It Is in this very ares, even
after 20 years of guerrilla w
that has yet even to
potential.

for:
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there Is not much
distinguish them (same bands,
same [similar] slogans, plus
the majority of the people who
marched In January will be the
same ones who march again in
August),

TOM and their supporters do
not carry propaganda for the

IFM march. Militant supports
neither one nor the other.
Therein lles some of the
problem. The various
committess are isolated [rom
the rest of the left, and

isolated from eachother.

As a direct consequence they
march and rally only where
they feel they cam march.
Irish politics In Britain is as
ghettolsed over here bs It Is
over there. The tactics are
dictated If not by fear then by
an  understandable  caution.
Though for each organisation
the marches represent the
pianacle of the year in effort
snd  expense, given
geographie location is dictated
more by pragmatism than
ideclogy, It ls clear that they
can achieve nothing more but
'keop the lssue of Ireland on
the agenda' but only among
the left and briefly the Irish
community In the | diate

the {issues its wants
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one & season. For example,
Bloody Sundey march I
January, @ Hunger Strike
march in  Spring,  Antl-

them with the opportunity to
le

esch ocommittes would be
expected to  propagandise,
mobilise, arrange transport etc
for eachothers' marches, pool
an agreed percentage of any
revenue raised and so with the
cooperation of the BSoottish
Bands Alllance bring about the

maximum turn out for each
event,
2) That each committes

retains regional sutomomy over
its own march, Invites its own
speakers, produces its own
propaganda etc. It would be
necessary to consult coalition
partners on the choice of
route (or location),

3) If it Is our purpose to put
Ireland on the agenda for the
British public then all
attendant publicity is good
publicity. In other words,
marches that attract media
ttentl are b that

possib to the
British war machine In places
like ECl.
The publicity/propagenda would
be reaching tly, for the
first time, an entirely new
constituency, siready in dispute

on & wide number of Issues
with the established order.

The march a8 & fitting
culmisation to the events
would be (] dynamic
demonstration of solidarity,

deflance, even strength.

Clearly, If properly executed
this would present a direct
challenge to the British state.
As 8 consequence, [ascist
gangs otc would be allowed a
free hand as a form of direct

reprisal. Other forms of
harassment and Intimidation
are just as likely to

materialise, in fact the level

of repression would be tallored th

to meet the level and depth of
the challenge.

With cooperation and unity ms
the necessary prerequisite

promise confrontation, thereby
achieving maximum propaganda
for the event Iitsell and the
teised,. On
one level at least it will have
made an Iimpact on the British
public,

For the three mooth period
leading up to the march, the
route if possible is selected to
reach those sections of society

vicinity. Given_ that neither
are the intended target of the
propaganda, If a march s
subsequently judged a success,
by what ocriterion Is thet
judgement made?

while it is of vital importance
to attract the support If lrish
youth and left wing groups
they are not @ legitimate

altersative or substitute target
for anti~imperialist propaganda
of agitation, instead they

y d from the
establishment and the state,
would be showered with
propaganda, public meetings,
plokets, publicity stunts ete;
schools, estates

leaflotted, recruitment offices

picketed etc.

Instead of having powerful

speakers/personalities like Fred

Holroyd, Gerry Adams eto
to the coaverted in

speaking
Conway Hall in WC1, instead

the coalition could provide

p ge could be
sustained.

Above ls the brief outline of a
project that will undoubtedly
develop In the making. The
most common criticlsm we can
expect s that the proposals
are dismissed as hopelessly

utoplen; In reply we say that
if our critics genuinely believe
that exclusively by their own
wil make a

It s them
are

efforts they
difference then
than

the |To the extent that temporary
imperialism
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As distinct from the general
revolutionary struggle against
imperialism, the attention of
British revolutionaries should
foous upon British
imperialism's continuing
oppression of Ireland. As
such, Open Polemic welcomes
today's Initiative.
However, Open Polemic asserts
that, in Britain today, the
unity and strength of the anti-
imperialist movement s
Inextricably linked to the unity
and strength of the
[revolutionary movement.
For Opea Polemic, our antl-
imperialism Is derived from a
view of Imperialism deflined as
. highest stage of
|capitalism. As & Marxist-
Leninist view, It Is
distinctively different from
that of the ideclogy of soclal

democracy, which relies on
imperialism a5 @& material
resource for the practival
realisation of the reformist
strategy for wellare state
capitalism. Provided

imperialism Is not actually
reatened, social

th democracy
seoks to rid it of ita visible,
ugly face =~ the manifold
manif of ol

raclsm aond discrimination
while Imbibing political
sustenance from the

Imperialism.

into  right-wing
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by » handful of
within the working class and
largely seen as irrelevant by
the overwhelming majority of
workers the reply Is
invarisbly something like: "Oh,
but we are active in the
unions, naturally." And they
proudly point to the number of
unions branches sponsoring the
next left inspired conference
or rally. Or to the 'influence’
of the left in the national
bodies of NALGO, CPSA or
NUT. Why very lew workers
in British industrial sites have
never met & communist
sctivist among their workmates

|
i:

HH

2
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£
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to trust us. The
workers will not come to our
ideas and use them unless they
have an opportunity to test
them and their effectiveness
(that Is our effectiveness) In
the real world of the class
struggle. that
not

alleglance to the working
class, but about making a
difference In the short term

and long term perspectives and
outlook of ordinary workers.
That they are not about dolng
‘our bit' In propagating our
ideas while standing on the
fringe of the class, but about
winning over and arming
politically groups of communist
workers in at least the major
workplaces of this country, so
that they can be the
propagators in deed of
communist Ideas In front of
the working class as a whole.
Thet what communists need
desperately to prepare the
future, is not to train replicas
of Tarlq All but revolutionary
communist versions of Lech
Walesa...

oppol m,

movement needs to constantly
develop Ideclogical clarity aad
unity.

Open Polemic therefore
welcomes this anti-imperialist
Initiative; firstly, because it is
jendeavouring to extend the
parameters of unity In action
beyond any one, particular
segment of the revolutionary
movement and, secondly,
because it Is endeavouring to
approach unity from ]
revolutionary perspective.
Consequently, we regard this
initiative and other such
Initiatives s being
complementary In character to
Open Polemic. Our initiative
is of course different, in that
ft Is concerned with the
eventual ideological integration
of the revolutionary movement.
Our sctusl practice, therefore,
can only be concerned with
putting the theory of Opea
Polemic into effect.

The practice of unity in action
across the revolutionary
movement (and today's
initiative Is a crucial attempt
at this) can both inform and
strengthen that polemic.

In the era of the highest stage
of capitalism, of Imperialism,
Open Polemic takes the view

that Marxism-Leninism s the
revolutionary Ideclogy most
suited to  achieving the

overthrow of capitalism aend
bringing to an end imperialism.
In so doing, we recognise that
there are comrades who,
although not regarding
themsalves " Marxists-
Leninists, may be closer to the
ideals and essence of Marxism-
Leninism that some whe
presently proclaim themseives
to be Marxist Leninist,

The columns of Open polemic
remain open to ongoing re-
evaluation and reassessment of
the Inter-related fundamentals
of Marxism-Leninlsm which we

have defined s the political
and organisational principle of

ld.noonm centralism;  the
principle of the leading role of
the oparty and of the

dictatorship of the proletariat;
and the principle of proletarian
internationalism.

Related to the above alms, in
s forthcoming fissue of Open
Polemic, we will be focussing
specifically on British
Revolutionaries and their
spproach to  anti-imperialist
work. As such, Open Polemic
particularly welcomes today's
initiative, and we would be
keen to publish any statements
arising from today's meeting.
As for today's practical tasks,
if a 'sew anti~imperialist
coalition® can be set up In a
‘spirit of cooperation rather
than competition', that will
surely provide some impetus
for British revolutionaries to
seek ideclogical clarity on all
outstanding Issues of
Importance.

Yours comradely

Open Polemic
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had come across what
appearsd to be an armed IRA
unit. The truth, when It
emerged, was more complex
and  sinister. three

young men were followed
everywhere they went until
they gave the SAS the

would embarrass the elite of
the British Army.

If the SAS was embarrassed by
the loss of two weapons to
local hoods, how them would
they feel about the loss of
two of its members after
being chased out of

by an IRA active service unit?
Would the murder by ambush
of one of this ASU's members

and another comrade ot
Loughall be encugh to abate
their  embarrassment? Or

would the village of Cappagh
have to be taught a lesson as
welll  After all, while the
RUC and SAS denled the loss
of two soldiers, or that the
Incident had even taken place,
It was the villagers of Cappagh
who witnessed and told the
whole truth. They told of how
on March 24 1890 at 8.15 pm,
& red Volkswagen Passat
contalning two SAS men was
being pursued through the
centre of the village by an
XR3! containing an IRA active
service unit.  Villagers claim
that during the high speed
bumper to bumper chase an
IRA man was directing
sutomatic fire Into the Passat
from the sun roof of the XR3L
When the Passat crashed the
IRA  team continued pouring
automatic fire Into the
vehicle.

Locals also told of seeing the
lifeless forms of the SAS men
ot the scene, of how, when
reinforcements arrived , they
fired on eachother by mistake,
and of how a third soldier
went on his knees with his
heads In his hands by the
bodies of his dead comrades.
The RUC dismissed the deaths

and reports of the gun battle
b the rein a8
"totally fabricated”. An eye-
withess to this incident told

feporters he believed that a
security force cover up had
been
nows

ted to prevest
of and
potential
for the
flood  lights
30 photographs
could be taken of the scens.
He sald, "Bveryone around
here is ocertain that soldjers
were killed."
It emerged months later that
former Sian Fein Counciller
Martin McCoughey, who was
shot dead in an BAS ambush
last October, had been
wounded up to seven times In
the Cappagh sloot-out. Byt
would thit have been enough
to satisfy the vengeful
bloodlust of the SAS? The
people of Cappagh do not
believe so. While it is not
known If any of the victims of
the Cappagh Massacre were
involved directly or indirectly
In the Incident of March 24,
many people believe that their
murder was apother chilling
message from the state-backed

Faul, an
outspoken critic of the IRA,
sald, "It was an SAS type
operation, and the people are
worrled that the SAS may
have been lovolved. The army
were up there untll an hour

makes the people very
suspicious.” He also sald,
"What everyone is clamouring
to hear is the ballistic history
of the weapons used.”

SDLP councillor Vincent Currie,
another critic of the IRA, said,

"What | find particularly
sickening and sinister about
the whole affair s that the

Cappagh and Calbally aress
have been saturated with UDR
and SAS members In recemt
months. No-one can tell me
that a carload of guamen can
drive into the village of
Cappagh, murder four men and

seriously Injure a fifth, and
drive out again without the
so~-called security forces

knowing about it."
These people can hardly be
accused of being spokesmen

this sre made Unlonists and

Republican smear camp
but then it works both
Whenever the state s gullty o
murder they start thelr own
campalgn of smearing and
besmirching the victims and
eaye witnesses to their
atrocities as has been proved
in Gibraltar with the smearing
of Carmea Proetta. When
Dessie Grew was shot de:
was one of the IRA's
hitmen.

top

before the shooting, and that |

for the IRA, and the very fact

that they are ospesking OUCN o vobitsh ourselves as  the
shows how Dblatant state-Nyo qins” outiofagcist  activists.
sponsored terrorism ) we contacted the gay, muslim,
becoming. When claims like Jewish and travelling

State figures claim they are

8§ who prefer to walt and call a

Perhaps this time they have|ine street, due to their
made a mistake. When the | jnactivity, The fascists need
local television media were 'photos of us bec most of
feporting on the murders theyl them only ses us over thelr

or finger
pointing to other organisations,
the nationalist people of the
six countles know they are on
the recelving end of a dirty
war.  No-one can really say
for sure fust how many
murders the SAS have been
responsible for, but the people
of Cappagh know for sure that
they received the SAS ocalling
card on Sunday night.

Is Mise
M Collins
Belfast

Having formed oursslves into a
branch in the summer of 1090,
bringing together people
Involved In various political
campaigns, we Immediately
began to establish ourselves as
RED ACTION DUBLIN by
taking a high profile in many
of these campaigns such as
extraditi 1918

oration etc. With this and our
reputation for physical
confrontationwith the fascists,
we now feel we have a basis
on which to build.

The recent visit to Dublin of
French fascist Le Pen and his
scum, has provided us with the
opportunity we needed fto

communities to Inform them of
the protests against Le Pen.
We provided one of the biggest
contingents at these protests
and outnumbered some of the
longer established groups.

We confronted 2 fascist women
taking photographs of the
protesters, displaying to the
other groups that we are alert
and ready to deal with any
fascist threst, not like some

meeting while the fascists still
pose a threat to the people on

BLACK S

Dear Comrades

lssue 50 was 8 definite
Improvement: increased size
and Indepth articles nice
onel Through your various
Issues | have been afforded the
opportunity of obtaining o
pretty good gist of the general
views on particular subjects as
arrived at by the left. It's of
particular interest to learn of
activities outside of London,
e.g. SWP running from BNP in
Scotland and their grovelling
to the plgs for protection.

ACTION IN IRELAND

Dear Comrades!
Thank you very much for the
articles about INLA, we found

them most Interesting.
Another  thing, we are
wondering when we are

receiving the next issue of Red
Action one of the only
British left wing newspapers
which s really enjoyable???
We have not made any new
'newsletters' since the one we
sent you, but we will of
course send you the next lssue
as soon as it comes out,

We heard about what happen-
ed to the three comrades
from your group who were
sent to jail for allegedly
beating up some fascist
bastard. We would like to
express our solidarity and
the next time any of you
g0 to see them, give them
greetings from Denmark.,
YOURS IN SOLIDARITY

The ZAPATA collective

| read with Interest Red
Action's coverage and analysis
of the Oull war, noting that
RA bad deliberately not 'taken
sides’. Some would no doubt
a & fallure to support
Iraq against the US led forces
fepresented itsell & passive
of the | Aalat

design.
It is clear from the article
that RA condemned the US led
operation for what it was, a
simple exercise In protecting

shoulders as they run away!

We recelved a good amount of
media coverage during the Le
Pen  visit. We  almost
succeeded in penetrating the
tight security surrounding the
fascist delegation, with news
reports on v showing
members carrying RA banners

being led away by coppers.
Newspapers also carried
pletures of RA members

carrying 'subtle’ comments on
nazisl  We have subsequently
followed up these successes
with & major sticker run round

Dublin.

As 8 result of all of this
publicity, we have been
recelving more and mote
Information about the (fascists
in  Dublin. Some of this
information is coming from

former fascists who got fed up
'meeting' RA on dark nights.
We have also held meetings
with other interested parties In
an attempt to secure future
cooperation.

We now plan to extend our
activities, both physical and
political into the Dublin
suburbs, where these nazl scum
are hiding out. Intalligence
gathering backed up by action
Is now o major priority, We
have also planned a saries of
" Anti-Fascist' glgs using
various bands to get our anti-
fascist ideas and genersl
politics across to people,
DUBLIN RED ACTION

ECTIONS?

realised when 1 read the
AFA's statement of intent
article - you never comment
on the activities and views of
Black organisations!

S0 comrades, how's about
giving us @ run down on the
'stote of play' within the
Black Community and 'Black
Movement'? | for one would
be Interested to hear If the
likes of the Indian Workers'

But my losity was d

apsociation, Black  Panther
Movement, Black Unity and
Freedom Party, Black
Liberat Front,  Southall

US interests In Gull Ol
What is not entirely clear, s
what theoretical positions led
RA not to support a military
action aimed at stopping or
restricting the Us's
achievement of the palicy.
Costing Seddam as a 'baddie'
Is not in itself enough here,
Saddam wes and Is a 'baddle’,
his agends was as anti-
democratic and anti=socialist
as the US agenda. However
bis  actions, whatever the
object, also reversed, if only
temporarily - (for nowl) ~ the

artificial separation of Iraq
and Kuwalt, a separation
d o protect waestern

8 not arab interests.

T
In lreland there is an artificial
border imposed by the military

the British
government, The so-called
Irish  Republic retalns &
constitutional claim to the
statelet of N Ireland. If the
government of the Irish
Republic took military asction
to recover the Six Countles,
would Red Action support this
action. If not, why not?

We have to be clear about
why we support national
liberation struggles, but not
'all' such struggles. The
latter begs the question, what
do we mean by a natlonal
liberation struggle. It would
appear to me that Saddam's
war was not  one of
'beration' and there perhaps
part of my question answered.
But had Saddam been
successful, would that have
consolidated his hold in Iraq or
perhaps provided a further
threat to that other statelet in
the reglon, lsrael, and given
the srab world a new rising
which Its current leaders might
lose control of?

might of

& 'hope' not

Palestinians

the westarn
'kingdoms' and the
beachhead before them.
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meanst no more than, as now,
the stabilisation of his regime
under US suspices) would not
have stre the

elemeats within
Iraq itsell. The oaly possible
slogan for revolutionary

REPLY: socialists must be based on the
mnmhum.r""‘"'.."""'“"* /
Red Iraql Faeg o
:‘ : ::"“(:' How many organisstions that
working people and wore calling for Seddam's
democratic " are
against repeating that call sow? They

Likewise those of any other
Black organisations and

aboo |

the general of the
Black and Asian population.

If we are to win the trust and
respect of Black comrades -

y disillusionad by |Istimate involw In AFA
being constantly betrayed by |since 1985 our paths bhave
the SWP & Co - we must |Pever crosed,
strive to get a better | Hopefully the  (mational)
understanding of their politics, |campaign to be  launched
sctivities and views. Over to :mh. o -l:-. the BNP :g
ou comrades. Welling, provide
, basis for frultful collaboration
Yours in struggle In future, both with the groups
G Marjotta mentioned and with the black
Tulse Hill and aslan com munities

and a gap In your coverage

Youth Movement and the rest
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So far so good so different.

By far the most interesting
articla which dominates the
publication, taking up 50N of
the journal, has an
incomprehensible latin  title,
and in it Jan Wachla analyses
the Infamous Impotence of the
left In Britain. His
conclusion Is that while still

communists (and there can be
no other type), the far left
bas opted almost entirely for
the ‘reformist path'.

The fundamental flaw within

Fronch communists in the
1950, that

E
EEzeTi

Put simply, for a ‘genuine'
communist party to recruit by
side  stepping the essential
question, is to risk bullding a
party populated almost entirely
by non~communists! While
without a doubt Ireland Is the
pivotal question, does this
sutomatically represent the
weakest link in the ohain?

As I8 demonstrated in the
article, Marx himself could mot
have been mote emphatic when
be wrote in 1860:
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Birmiagham Six) and becal
the antagonism I8 "the secret

class
Ounly for as long as
remains the missing
the 'revolutionary

wer.
oland
link for
laft'.
the article

While the statement is
undoubtedly true, It also
contains within it an element
of contradiction as It assumes
that the species already exists

So much thea for
various vanguards.
In Wachla's opinion,
bs article I
edition of 'Open Polemic',
‘experimentia ot optims
rerum magistra', Jan Wachls
draws attestion to the singular
tion of Red Action on the
tish left. te writes:

the first

gratafully slither back

again.
So If st present Red Action Is

convinced that

revolutionary theory has been
tested by revolutionsry praxis

and s ot
intellectusl by product

university campuses.”

withstanding their leftist

proach, at the end of the day 1t will lthely be the working
class youth currently in the employ of Red Action that
m"‘.‘_“‘"‘"“!‘,,‘:?‘"-"““'"

all aboul.

initial reason gives, Le. that
of contemporary organisations
on the British left It s Red
Action has made the
"greatest progress” In "raising
revolutionary consciousness®, s
in oconflict with his final
analysis - that Red Action has

folled to marry s raw
potential to revolutionary
'theory'. This ralses the

in any significant b

What is crystal clear Is that
the historical impotence of the
English working class Is not

even caused by the political

In & review of the BBC's Inside
life in N.reland's Long Kesh the Sunday Times (28/11/90)
likened Republicans to "those cheerful rlucly characters|
of an old POW movie",whereas Loyali d confused,
despairing and much more like routine cons."Astutely -nou&n'

the same paper realised that,

political convictions."

Story programme about

"the difference 1s one of

L

In other words, those working
slements who display a robust
and direct approach with none
of the left's characteristic
inhibitions about “getting stuck
in to fasclst groups” will be
duly awarded a place In the
great scheme of things: as
foot soldiers, flunkeys, end
doormen albeit only If armed
with '] revolutionary
consclousness. Not for us the
rarified air of pure logic (
probably ruin usl) Wachla's
analysis could be summarised
a8 "Good lads, lack
leadershipl® That analysis in
itsell Is customary rather than
novel: what Jan Wachla should
be commended for, Is having
the courage to analyse the Red
Action phenomenon at all,
rather than dismiss us as an
embarrassing but  irrelevant
aberration lke many others
have done.

His bellef that the occasional
Incisive Drutality on the

of, end consistent with »
further ralsing of revolutionary
awarenass s In direct contrast
with the political reaction of
the largest ‘marxist parties’
0 regard vicleance as In no
way progressive, Instead their
membarship find It Dboth
repugnant and accidental.

Accidental In the sense, that
if Red Action were not
preccoupled with bashing the
far right, we might just as
oasily end wp any day mow
bashing the far left.  Their
repugnance is based on the
belief, that If their politics do
not provide and canmnot justify
such actions, then the principal
motivation "of the working
class youth in the em of
Red Action” must l“lb,!h

violence itsalf, With
exemplary logic it follows that
if the implementation - of
revolutionary politics on the
Streets Is not responsible for
the confrontations, then the
viclence occurs due to the
of revolutionary
politics = or In the case of
Red Action, azy politics.
It is no coincidence that the
very same organisations who
are quickest to condemn the
simple direct tactics of an
organisation like Anti-Fascist
Action are the same card
carrylng members of the
RSPCF (Roysl Soclety for the
Prevestion of Cruelty to
Fascists), who are quickest to

celebrate any misfortune such

to legality at any price, so for

them there Is never "the
common revolutionary dilemma
between legal oand {llegal
work", It is not true that a
reaction agalnst legality at any
price Is the polar approach.
Anarchistic  adventurers who
prefer certain actions because
they are lllegal are only the
flip side of the same coin, and
neither one Is a legitimate
heir to the revolutionary
tradition. Simply because both
tendencies still allow the

actuality of the law to retain
its legitimacy in the eyes of
those that upheld the law and
more Importantly In the eyes
who refuse to be restricted by
it rather than break it.

as Esniskillen or Loughall as a
justification In itself, for their
consistent condemnation of the
most direct and simple tactic
of them all - srmed struggle.
Of course, If you choose not
to stand with the Republican
movement agalast the common
enemy then by defsult you are
party to a collaboration that
helps r~inforce the common
froat sponsored by the
capitalist class against the

"When totsl communist
fearlessness with regard to the
state and the law Is present
the law and (Its calculsble
consequences are no greater
(if slso no smaller) Importance
than any other external fact
of lfe with which It Is
necessary to reckon whenr
deciding upon any course of
sction. The risk of breakins

revolutionary nationalism of
the IRA.

Similarly, if sny organisation Is
consistently reluctant to adopt
direct tactics when faced by
fescist aggression, while it s
possible that any alternative
tactic is preferred due to.
physical fear, In reality the
instinctual cholce of any
slternative tactic s dictated
principaily by the Inevitable
illegality of the simple and
direct act.

While the marxist by mame but
reformist by sature hold fast

PO Box 1169
London W3 9PF




the law should not be regarded
any differently than the risk

of g a train
when on an
journey."

As revolutionaries In Ireland
will tell you, "the armed
struggle is not a holy cow" -

Important

detractorsi from the Leninist

If a revolutionary movement I
ever to be bullt in Britain,
then to become and remain
effective, the law will have to
be broken. If the law s
broken thea activists will end
up In jail. As stated before,
it s not the flouting of the
law that is In itself important,
with the decision takea on the
besis of expediency but also
the attitude of the law
breakers to it.  Neither fis
there any 'merit or street
cred' asmoclated with a prison
sentence, being in this case
only a by product of political
activity.
Any professional criminal or in
RUC parlance, ordinary decent
criminal (ODC), who having
infrioged the law and been
apprehended will lly be
disappointed, but will also feel
guilty  without  necessarily
foeling any remorse. This Is
because he understands that he
Is being punished for breaking
the law ('fair cop guv') and
that it is no less valid for him
than for everybody else, in the
same way that mést villains if
they vote, vote for the party
of law'n order.

by contrast,

whose Iideclogy Is itsell @
rebellion against the legitimacy
of the existing order, and the
sction (tsell being consistent
with the ultimate aim, who
have confidence In their moral,

Intellectual and political
superiority, may feel
ntment, but feel

neither gullt nor remorse.

Fascists/loyalists who are being
punished by the very state
they sought Inopportunely to
strengthen, are prone to doubt,
confusion end  fear (a
considerable  factor  during

it Is a tactic. So properly
regarded the questl of
legality and lllegality for

communists In Britain reduces
itself to a mere question of
tactics where the agents of
the state, Indeed the state
itself, is seen merely & a
power factor to be reckoned
with which has no Inherent
natural right to determine our
actions.

Ireland Is the litmus test for
revolutionaries. The use of
physical force Is the Utmus
test for anti-fascists. For all

'revolutionary
is the key
ingredient, If It s nmot
instinctive, it can omly develop
from the practice of

Tam not by the advocating the wholesale involve
5‘“‘%_‘

opportunist, by the greater
demands made by the party on
its Individual members.

And if the activity of every

respect” for the Leninist
concept of the party Is and
slways has been a disdaln for
theories that Interpret the
world In verious ways, but who
are unwilling or unable to
change it. Either the 'correct

but this hardly makes them »

revolutionary unit."
Furthermore, it should Dbe
added that the principle of

democratic centralism is not
worth the paper it is written
on, If it Is divorced from the

theory' is not Impl d, or
one Is constructed that readers
change untenable, unnecessary

"If you want knowledge you
must take part in changing
reality”. (Mao Tee Tung)

As 8 result of displaylng an
unerring scouracy for the soft
option, reality and the left,
the lelt and the working class,
are but distant cousins, Akin
to sex experts who produce
volumes on the correct sexual
techniques, but who in private
admit they find the Idea of
actual Intercourse abhorrent.
Like charlatans in any other
field, they ‘discover' old
theories but becsuse they are
not personally involved In the
business of changing reality,
they are wunable to add
anything new, or even aspire
to advance beyond that which

fundamental essonce of
marzism - revolutionary
action!

If @ party consist of a
hi y of sup beings,
who order by decree but
restrict  all  activity to
mundane  propaganda  work,
then there is no need for real
cohesion or any internal
democracy. Blind faith, spiced

by apathy and indifference can

be passed off as the
appropriate relationship
between the membership and
the leadership. A kind of
'gentlemen's agreement' W
struck which is based on
complete trust. It attracts

the type of recruit that will
dutifully propagate 'the party
line' based on the implicit
understanding that he/she will
never be asked to risk
anything (le. career, lifestyle,
freedom) worthwhile other
than perhaps, his integrity or
self -respect.
In a reciprocal fashion it Is
clear to the

Must we rely on Irish nationalists o come to the British
mainland to plant incendiary devices outside British

Army recrultment offices? Are we British too civilised
1o conduct the revolutionary struggle in such a man-

ner? Are Her Majesty's Loy

cy lo resort Lo such ‘barbaric’

targets in the six counties, yel
still we hide behind our ‘theoretical’ polemics of Soviet
politics of the 1920's and 1030's. Shall we enter the

new millentum

ucing stlll more of the same? For

all their denunciations of Leninism and thetr distain

for theory it s the comrades of Red Action that seem

less preoccupied with these old outmoded agendas. To

the left it must be said: By our jall
Judged:

senlences so shall we be

As Wachla acknowledges, the
orthodox defence of
democratic centralism,

"is a trite regurgitation of the

principle itself, devold of any
r ition of develop t and
change.”
n

i ary

British lutionari worthy
of the name the two lssues -
the employment of physical
force in response to fascist
aggression and the provision of
political support for the use of
force against the state really
belong together - are in fact
related, are In fact bound up

in an Indivisible dialectical
unity.

The adoption and
Implementation of this
approach to tactics,

sutomatically provides a vital
flexibility, but is indispensable

In raising the revolutionary
consclousness of working class
youth,

It liberates the working class
from an instinctive conformity
with the status quo: Is @
rejection of our former
subservience and acceptance of
the capitalist state as the only
natural environment, snd so
provides the vital contribution
to complete the compreheasive

self-education of any
revolutionary  (regardless of-
cless origin or any other
qualifications, real or
Imaginary).

So when Wachla comments,

"To the revolutionary left it
must be sald: by our jall
sentences must we be judged”,
though leaving himsell open to
charges of 'romanticism’ he i
still right. 1

Tung)

8o at best Wachla's assessment
of Red Action, Is flawed in
that at best, he can only be
half right as his conclusion is
clearly in conflict with the
initial Introduction.

Red Action's alleged "disdain
for theory" or our "lack of

centralism as
agreed by the priests of
orthodoxy ls the tool by which
the revolutionary programme
can be upheld against Internal
as weoll as external enemies.”
Critlcism could be tolerated
only as long as It does not
come Into conflict with the
"revolutionary Interest”.

"The rub was that all too
often (an omniscient leadership
bordering on a faction) ruled
such criticlsm out of order and

leadershlp that once such »
bargain Is struck, revolutionary
demands could never again be
countenanced for fear of losing
the entire membership, who
would If the bargain was
broken, indignantly defect.

In unravelling the true
relationship between things and

phenomena it Is slways
ry to L]
between word and deed,
appearance and assence.
Accordingly It should not

surprise us to learn that those
with the greatest contempt for
revolutionary practice, may still
find it useful (for the purposes
of recruitment) to use the
language of a revolutionary.

The day to day tasks of a

against the re Y
interest.”

Wachla also accepts that the
root of the pmhl_u.m 1-_ not

revol Y group make sense
only within the long term
perspective of revolution and,
more Important from the
dialectical point of view, the

hanical but |
"It is perfectly concelvable
thet & local football club could
arrange itself along impeccable
lines of democratic ceatrallsm,

revolution s nmot just the
result of one act but of all
the acts which prepare the

objective and subjective
conditions of soclalist
society.

Revisionists and
are  characterised Dy
willingness to sacrifice
final goal, to violate
principles, to suffer any
humiliation to sult the
practical needs of the moment.
It Is obviously Important for
all the  asplrants to the
vanguard role in Britain that
the final goal s never
formally abandoned, but
neither is it necessary. They
simply follow the advice given

to the ‘'honest' reformist
Eduard Bernsteln by the
leadership of the German SDP
In 1898,

the

opportunists
their
the
any

such things - one does them.”
While never openly abandoning
revolutionary objectives,
opportunist methods and

tactics are automatically

to
area of work, .f every decision

by the party must result in
b

I

hip of

bly, the

actions, and thesa act
their  very nature
appreciable, physical, legal or
moral risks for the
membarship, then there will be
no hesitation In exposing any
flaws In the strategy. Doubts

¥
have

be
the

their own opinions, to
entirely consistent with
pursuit of their own class
Interests? No? Then who
decides? Above all, who s to
determine when In the
'

will be volced and strateg
or tactics held up to the light
and scrutinised. It also
follows that If the strategy Is
not comprehensible, If what's
being proposed Is not clearly

r y it has
become necessary to substitute
totalitarianism for democracy?
In contrast to the reformist
views of soclal democracy, the
true dialectic of social change

While the entire membership
decide on policy and strategy,
it must be left to the elected
leadership to decide within
these parameters day to day
tactics.
Once the propar relationship
between the elected leadership
and the active membership Is
established, democracy and
centralism are not contrary -
the latter Is necessary, the
former indispensable.
It must never be forgotten
that the venguard party of the
vanguard class is essentially a
combat party, and as such, the
principal weapon against the
capitalist order: "the weapon

Is nothing but the essence of
themselves."

the combatants
(Hegel)

and Lenin

d by the bership, | I8 not through a majority to
then it s unlikely to be | revolutionary tactics, but
adopted, and even If p hrough revol ry tactics
implemented unevenly and |to & majority. It therefore
without conviction. follows that any tactic that

seeks to rein In or Inhibit the

development towards the
enfranchisement of the
immense majority, can be
nothing but @ reactionary
reversal:

"Rither the revolution must

advance, st @ rapld, stormy
and resolute tempo break down
all barriers with an iron hand,

suppressed

revolution.” (Rosa Luxemburg).
Once the revolution ceases to
advance, it begins to retreat.
The retreat signals that the
counter revolution has In fact
begun.

The self-emancipation of the
Qg cless Is a declaration

But if the sharp theoretical criticisms by Marx, Engels

™
the Rusalan

are siill relevant then Red Action's anarchistic approach
cannol alone lead 0 success. Red Action's Inability or
unwillingness (o, ‘fratly sallact 4 thing in s totally, 1o reflect Iy
wssance, 10 rellect &3 Pharent iaws. . 10 RCONSING e rch dai of sense
parceplon * | of which Lhey have no shortage) *..of deawding
it s and BekeCung 16 @5 senl, SbTinab U e and retmning
he .. in ovder fo lom & sysiem of concepls and theores *, |s In-
evitably forging an impotence every bit a powerful as
that crealed by Proletarian.

I have on these t

(L Red Acton

and Proletarian, because in some sense they represent
two poles of the one problem. While Red Action seems
content to ‘wallow' on the fringes of the frst stage of
cognilive development wilh lille apparent interest in

3

ralsing th lves lo

While Wachla sees the need to

reassess the relationship
between membership and
leadership, paradoxically he

appears happy with the equally
shallow orthodox defence aof
the relationship between party
and class,

In 'Buresucracy In Context',
which also appears In 'Open
Polemic', John Stanley Insists
that, "we need to recognise
that the dictatorship of the
proletariat can take a varlety
of democratic and even
totalitarian forms."

a platn, F (
now defuncl sought to jump immediately inlo the
rarefied alr of ‘pure’ logic without first having dirtied
their boots in the real world of sensory perception.

that we no longer wish tc
serve as instruments, s a fight
for mo masters, not new
masters.

The advocates of an ideclogy,
who unllke Marx, put no trust
In the Intellectual ability of
the class, who anticipate, that
at some stage decreed by
them, the role of the Immense
majority will have to be
subverted and replaced by the
more enlightensd rule of »
minority, that the reveolution
o be saved, must be

If the term ' ship of
the proletariat’ is to have any
contemporary meaning, other
than as a code word to
distinguish one of them from
‘one of w', then It can onmly
mean the exclusive rule of the
immense majority (with oaly
the exploiters deprived of thelr
political rights) In pursuit of
thelr own interests. .
"As soon as It Is risen wp, @
class

destroy are  forging an
impotence as great as any
reformist as they themselves
can never be trusted by the
class.

A worker who falls to
com| what the
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie
Is in essence all sbout, is
clearly no revolutionary. A
revolutionary who falls to
comprehead what the

in which the
revolutionary  lnterests of
soclety are coscentrated [inds

certainly no marxist.
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the video shown.

This revisionism has recently
been brought to the fore with
the 75th anniversary of the
1916 Baster Rising. The Free
state government has found
ftsell in the ludicrous position
actually attempting to
suppress or ignore all
references to the very event
that was to give birth to its
own existence.

3

James Comnolly
1868-1916.

After Sinn Feln took the lead
by forming what was meant to

be a broad-based campaign
called the "Reclaim the
Spirit of Easter 918"

committes, under the slogan of
"Who fears to speak..of Easter
Week!"™ to promote the
commemoration of the Rising;
revisionists and apologists for
the Free State in the media

have been forced to respond,
declaring that there is no link
between the rebels of 1018
and the IRA of today.

Due to this medla coverage,
the government found Itsell In
a position where It had to
respond in some way, and held
a decidedly low key military

=== MAJOR’S OBITU.

The Poll Tax has already
steamrollered one Tory Prime
Minister; there Is now a good
chance that it will demolish a

second. The government has
announced the death of the
Poll Tox; political

commentators have written its

obituary., Unlfortunately, when
the organised  the
fuseral, there was no body in

the coffis. They have had It

carefully embalmed and
preserved within  the new
proposals for a form of

property tax. Within the new
tax, there are two components,
8 proper tax and an
smputated version of the'per
head' element to be |
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It must be sald though, that of
all the figures lavolved in the
uprising, it Is Commolly who
provokes the most comtroversy.
James  Connolly, in
Edinburgh In 1868, dedicated
his life to the soclalist and
labour cause, and bis writings
are still regarded as some of
the greatest produced by any
Irish  revolutionary  soclalist
leader. He has Dbeen
consistently attacked by many
of the ‘'left' as turning his
back on his marxist beliefs
when he took part In the
Easter Rising (2  malnly
natlonalist alfair) as
attempting to swap armed
nationalist rebellion, for mass
working class action. But at
the time, Connolly, along with
Europe's first workers' militia,
the Irish Citisen Army (formed
to provide armed protection
for workers Iavolved In strike

action) saw the period of
time, when there was a World
War, wide opposition to

conscription, support for Home
Rule, and la scale Industrial
unrost; a8 a time when their
actions might be the spark
that ignited the powder keg of
people’s anger on a nationwide
scale.

It Is true that Connolly and his

against
as we have sald before, to be
though we wish them

cannot be In doubt,
however, Is that the [lrish
struggle Is crylng out for a
development in the
revolutionary politics of that
struggle that Is every bit as
forceful and dynamic as that
of the military campaign being |
waged, principally, by the IRA.
Only the full integration of &
/communist perspectl
into that struggle will, we

ICA comrades had "thrown in
their lot" with the nationalist,
Irish volunteers: however, as
the following quote clearly
Hlustrates, he was under no

will be In vain.”
Connolly wasn't 'perfect’, and
must by no means be glorified

those events In 1018 and the
traditions of James Connolly?

Slan Feln, through their paper,
An Phoblacht/Republicen News,

rightfully claim that the
tradition of the Irish
Volunteers s being carried on
todey in the form of the

guerrilla campaign being waged
by the Provisional IRA.
have rightfully identified the
gross  theoretical
being performed by the
apologists for the state in both
the media, and political parties

nor his mistakes glossed over.|guch as Flanna Fall, Flanna

ver, his assertion of the | Gesel, Labour party, Workers

y role of the working|Party etc etc. they also
class and lali gst all | | 8 scathing attack on
aspects of the nationalist |the Trade Unlon and Labour
revolution, his clear rejection | movements actions after the
of any deals with the|death of Connolly up to the

capitalists over subjects such
as partition, and his foresight

present day, citing how it had
falled to come out for Irish

regarding the rebellion are just|self-determination and had
some of his contributh that | ab d the national
the working class |question. This being true, It
inter y» but especially imust also be recognised
In lreland and Britaln should |however, that the continuing
be eternally grateful for. His|fallure of Sinn Feln itself, to
Judgement  regarding  the |place the soclal Issue up
rebellion (despite a gap that|alongside that of the national
he had  not  originally [question will have disastrous

envisaged, before the people
rose) was proven to have been
correct, as his execution along
with that of 14 others and the
eventual return of the
prisonsrs Involved |n  the
rebellion was Indeed to prove
to be the catalyst that brought
about mass support for Sinn
Fein and the newborn IRA In
their war against the British
during the early twenties, who
were forced to hand over the
Twenty-six counties which now

constitute the Irish 'Free
State’.
S0 who are the rightful,

inheritors of

present-day

consequences for the long-term
development of the lberation
struggle, which was illustrated
in dramatic fashion with their
poor showing during the last
Free State elections.

During the present phase of
the struggle, one of the few
leaders to emerge who has had
the vision to effectively
combine the importance of the

national end the pocial
questions In the Connolly
tradition, has been Seamus
Costello, who was tragically

gunned down by supporters of
the Workers Party in 1877,

The party he left behind and

a flat rate - that Is, a Poll
Tax. Instead of the flai rate
being levied on all adults
regardless of Income, there Is
to be an arbitrary assumption
bullt In to the new tax to the
effect that each household
contalns two people; households
with only a single tenant will
receive a 25% reba For the
majority of households
therefore, the revised 'personal
element' will be 50% Instead
of 100% under the Poll Tex.
The other 50% In the case of
the typical housshold, will be
raised by the new form of
property tax. Applying some
simple arithmetic 1 appeams

that people living alone will
now pay 75% of the new
and couples 100%, le.

each.
Ll

tax will be property
banded and so 'related' to
wealth, but those in the top
band will pay no more than
approximately twice as much
a8 those In the lowest band.

Those lviag in stately homes
will be reassured to know that
they will pay no more than
twice as much as those living
in the tinlest bedsit. The top
band ends at £160,000 so that
the exceedingly rich remain
unmolested. The single
millionsire will pay the same
as a couple living on a pension
in some Inner-city rathole.
In case the aristocracy's
confidence In the government

should still be shaken, the
Tories have announced a
special  'transitional rellef’
scheme which will target

public money in the form of
rebates ooly to those who lose
#s a result of the abolition of
the Poll Tax. Such people will
only be the very wealthiest,
living in the most lavish
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properties. Three or more
people living in a mansion will
therefore be paying less per
head than one person living In
a council flat. Because the
personal or Poll Tax element
has been retalned, the absurd
principle that people should
pay @ tax even when they
have no income at all s
preserved. For example, in
households where one partner
looks after the kids and the
other works, both pay the tax.
This was perhaps the single
most resented feature of the
Poll Tax - and it has been
retained to placate the fury of
the Tory vcight wing whe
cennot bear to see the poor
not being punished for their
poverty. The transparent
desire to protect the rich has
resulted in the dismissal of a
straightforward property tax In
favour of a half-baked dog's
dinner.

The panic stricken
snnouncement of the E£140
subsidy from ocentral funds

announced during the budget
does nothing to alleviate the
harshness and reactionary
bature of the tax. On the
contrary - the millionaire will
receive the full E140 rebate,
yot those on Income Support
ot the pensioner will receive
oaly a fraction of this amount.

CONTINUED PAGE 7 ...

They b
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belleve, offer the way through
the present impasse In the
political situation.

S0 where do the 'left' In both
Ireland and Britain figure In
all of this? As a Red Action
supporter In Dublin, who has
worked consistently om the
issue of anti-extradition
in & letter to

And there lies the key; it ks
only through
consistent  and
practical work, that
politics and ideas of soclalist
activists will be given any
respect or ourrency amongst
the Republican movement and
its supporters.

The same has to be said In

the Soclalist Workers Party,
who printed an article entitled,
"Is this the way to beat the
Tories?™™ after the death of MP
lan Gow at the bhands of an
IRA car bomb. Well, well,
just s the BWP/Labour party
ware about to be swept to
power and give the lrish back
their Six Counties, the nasty
old IRA go and muck
everything upll Is It eny
surprise, that givea this type
of bullshit and the fact that
thanks to the llkes of the
SWP, the Irish people have
fought almost single handedly
for the last 20 years, that

many In the struggle are
extremely cynical about the
politics, motivations and

ambitions of the left?

Socialist Worker after M.P.
lan Gow's execution.

to
The violence of the IRA/INLA

is the volce of an oppressed
people and a direct attack on
the interests of our own ruling
clagses, and It is for that
reason that a  successful
conclusion to the war |In
Ireland Is the key to our own
self-emancipation in Britain;
that Red Action stands fully
behind thelr actions.

It Is also why, on the 75th
anniversary of those
momentous events In Dublin,
and the 10th anniversary of
the supreme sacrifice made by
the '81 hunger strikers, that
Red Action has been working
to bring about the existence of
an antl-imperialist coalition, to
coordinate the efforts of all
those In Britain who are
working for the self-
determination of the Irish
People, We urge you to join
us In attempting to achlave Its
success.

RED ACTION

Red Action is an organisation founded by working class
plople 10 work for the furthering of the cause of
Socialism. Membership is open to all who accept our
political princples and pay s weekly subscription. Every

member has an equal vole on
descisions.,

all Red Action policy and

If you support our sims but do nol wish to become »
member, you can become s supporting member. This does
not entitle you to vote, but you will receive

1. A free subscription 1o the newspaper.

2, A regular internsl newsletter that will keep you
informed of what is going on in the organisation.

3. Notification of any Red Action activities in your area.
The cost for this Is (20 lor one year.

Subscriptions (o the paper are still available separately.
The cost is {3 pounds for ten issues. Please remember that
producing s paper is & very uneconomic business and we
are always very grateful for amy donations, nd cspecially
grateful to anyone who can lake exira copies 10 sell.

All cheques and postal orders should be made payable

10 ‘Red Action’.

BM BOX 3

7, LONDON

WC1N 3XX

RED ACTION
P.0. BOX 226
GLASGOW G12 8GS.
CONTACTS AVAILABLE IN:

oou:ﬂeﬂ!t MANCHESTER, DUBLIN,
LIVERPOOL, VIA LONDON BM BOX No.




democracies.

particularly associated with the
name of Francis Fukuyama, sn
American historian, who got an
enormous amount of media
mileage out of the idea about
@ year ago. As Mr Fukuyama
has now found out following
the Gulf War, a year Is » long
‘time In history, and it s now
apparent that, contrary to his
thesls, an  entirely
historical era Is only just
in the former

that the
Communist

capitalist

economic terms, it was
asserted that it was far more
likely that such countries as
Poland would face the prospect
of becoming not new West
Germanys or Japans, but new
Columblas or Perus, or, Il they
were very lucky, new Talwans.
That Is, the countries of the
Eastern Bloc will serve as
sources of chesp labour and
raw materials to the West (an

old-fashioned colonial
relationship based on
deindustrialisation), or export

cheap manufactured goods on
the basis of a bighly-skilled,
low cost labour force. A
certain amount of
disillusionment with the new
caplitalist mechanisms was
predicted. The expectations of
the propagandists have been
confounded at the outset by
the re-election of communist
regimes In Albania, Bulgaria,
Serbla and beneath o light
disguise, Romania.

Elsewhere, we can also be
fairly sure that this prediction
has Dbeen confirmed. The
current  Polish
with Its
President Lech Wales

first and most enthusiastic In
rejecting the Stalinist model
and embracing capitalism. The

government,

|Poland before the war.

[already

Polish  Presidential elections
roved a farce with Walesa
ng suspected of a strong

Interest in resurrecting the
traditions of personal,
authoritarian, right-wing
government existed In
He
keops @ statue of the pre-war
dictator Marshal Pllsudski In
his office. Walesa himsell has
exploited the new
wave of anti-semitism that has
emerged since the overthrow
of the old Stalinist regime,
calling for what be terms
"true Poles” (le not Jews) to
take power; his manifesto is
for a return to a Natlonalist,
Catholic Poland. Walesa's
only rival was @& certifiable
businessman from Canada with
@ shady past. Less than 50%
of Poles turned out to vote In
what had become a
meaningless charade with a
barely discernible democratic
content. The hopes for a new
fresdom and popular
democracy have already been
exploded.

"Solidarity",having

the Idea of a 'limited

revolution, has become a state

Institution with its lesdership

st each otbers' throats in the

that

propagated

pensioner barters
ow possessions for food,

head of the West German
authority liv:: the task of
¥ &

guaranteed his position through
8 network of coercive

overseeing to
prosperous capitalism predicts;

"We are not simply on a
dowoward ocurve: we are
looking at & black bole.” So
far from proving the saviour
of the W German economy as
was so widely predicted, the
unification programme  has
caused the growth of the W
German economy to fall and
has reversed the ocustomary
balance of trade surplus.
Despite the cost having been
80 great, It is not possible to
say that the Eastern Europesn
countries have experienced
anything more than a
revolution - a social revolution
still on the agends.
Throughout Eastern Europe,
the same buresucracies and
power elites are still in
control plus or minus certain
changes In personnel and
regressing to political
conditions of inter-war

the

own positions.
legitimacy of Stalinist
rullng elites were opposed
bayond the point where even
the most elaborate forms of
security and repression could
prevent the progressive
disi tlon of soclal and

Prices in 1090 rose by 700%.
Baslc Items such as bread rose
16-fold In price. As part of
the IMF deal with Poland, the
huge government subsidies for
food and other essentlals have
been withdrawn, Food prices,
and those of other essentlals,
h rocketed, Real wages
have dropped by 40% In a few
months.  Industrial output is
down by 30% Unemployment
has risen from 8,000 |n
December 1980 to one million
and climbing. Workers at the
Gdansk shipyard have been on
strike sgainst attempts at
privatisation.

The  condition
reflects  that
recently de

of

of all
~stalinised regimes,
Including Russia itsell, The
spectre  of an  artificlal
"famine” has risen In Russla
due to the massive Inflation In
food prices - speculators sell
only to those with money, In
Hungary, previously subsidised
food prices have shot up to
surrealistic levels, threatening
the pro-capitalist Centre-Right
government - overall, inflation
stands at 50% and may soon
develop Into the hyper-
inflation that Germany

struggle for power. Its | experienced in the 1020s. In
membership has slumped from | Romanla the chaos Is
10 million st the last Congress |descending into civil war
to 2 million now. More [between Romanian and
worrylng Is the lack of |Hungarlan ethnic groups. In
democratic str and | N b last  year, the
organisations within Polish |government put Romenia on
political life. It does not |the "fast-track" to capitalism,
require any extraordinary |decreeing overnight price rises

degree of political foresight to
00 that an  authoritarian
political structure is being
constructed to preside over
market forces, which will
eventually replace the old
Stalinist authoritarian structure
which presided over a central
command sconomy, The
liberation of the Polish working
class Is still far off.

from & stageent

Polish ecomomy has been
converted
backwater into a disaster zone.

of up to 250N coupled with a
freese on wages - the usual
lop-sided form of
"liberalisation®. This Is the
reality of the “"free market",
the supposed liberator of the

tment of all. For all

the talk of painless
regeneration, East Germany
has become nothing more than
an impoverished captive
market for the goods of West
German businessmen. Hall the
East German working
population are expected to lose
their Jjobs during the current
year. The market in other
East Europesn states for East
German goods has venished.
Strikes, protests
demonstrations threaten to
equal  those
brought down the
regime. As one Minister sald,
"last  yoar's

economic equilibrium. For the
ruling strata and their
beneficlaries, 4 desperate
conversion to the ldeologles of
the market became the only
way In which their authority
could be preserved. How
swiftly and easily the apostles
of "marxism" In the Eastern
Bloc Communist Parties
became born again capitalists!
The former party man who
managed his factory for the
state which in return

MAJOR § =
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b I now seeks to
retaln his privileges as the
boss of a privatised firm, The
Stalinist becomes @ soclal
democrat; the party ocongress
becomes a parliament. But
the pciition of the working
class remains unchanged: still
deprived of power and still

. without an effective
democratic volce and with
worse oconditions and fewer

The true nature of
Eastern European, or as it was
sometimes called, “actually
existing soclalism”, is
demonstrated by the way in
which one system of class-
exploitation has been
exchanged, almost
imperceptibly in social terms,
for another. It is apparent
that western capitalism and
East Europesn "soclalism" did

investment.  Although East~
European goods are forbidden
free  access to  western
markets, western capital has
been guaranteed free
movement In and out of the
East - except that apart from
the level of small-scale
parasitism, It isa't mow

The severe political and social
disintegration facing Eastern
Europe will deter the interest
of those who would otherwise
consider the possibilities of
exploiting & demoralised, low-
wage workforce. In the
longer term, economically, as
well as politically, Eastern
Europe Is on its way back to
the conditions of the inter-war
period, when German, British,
French and Italian companies
controlled the area's mineral
resources and agriculture, and
prevented local Industrial
?uuloemunl. As  marxists

The
wastern capitalism to its new~
found poor relations is one of
parasitism and occasional petty

reaction of prosperous

charity. All the trumped-up
storles of eager western
businessmen pouring money and
opportunities Into re-vitalised
eastern economies have
vanished, being replaced by
scornful descriptions of
Incompetence, desolation and
waste. With Britain and the
US already In recession, W
Germany facing the huge bills
of reunification and a slowing

economy, there will be no
handouts or grandiose
"Marshall  Plans" such =
regenerated western european
capitalism after the war.
There will be none the

promised hi-tech, regenerating

.must therefore concentrate its
mind on the realities of the
next two, or maybe three or
four, years. Our aim must be
to smash to Poll Tex w
completaly that the
government's timetable
becomes academic. There is a
real prospect that an
sccelerated campaign of non-
pay will kick the Torles'

(140 s ]

the governmest to target
money st the wealthiest
society. It Is a
that falls steeply In
the less money you
Moreover, it Is to be
funded by another flat rate
tax on goods, VAT, which once
sgain hits those with least
money hardest. It Is difficult
to imagine a more reactionary
form of taxation than the Poll
Tax bills for the forthcoming
year will represent d
Incorporating as they do a
rebate of this kind that can
only be claimed If you are
already relatively well-off -
or to Imagine a more corrupt
and desperate measure to bribe
better-off prior to an

the most  important
Iimmediate fact to be faced Is
that the Poll Tax Is to be with
us for ot least a further two
years. The government 'hope’
ihat the new proposals will be
Intorduced in 1003;

e Aati-Poll Tex movement

strategy of compromise and
delay from wnder them. The
next practical task of the
movement will be to defend
and support those non-payers
who will have warrants of
commitment issued against
them by the courts and who
may be facing jall sentences.

against the fatuous
triumphalism that panied
the overthrow of Stalinism,
there is a great deal of
history left in the clams
struggle yet.

However, not all is doom and
gloom. In Poland, sales of
yupple cars, Volkswagens and
BMWs, are booming. The new
capitalist class, though small,
is prospering. The workers'
sacrifices have not been |In
valn. And there Is some good
news for the thousands throws
out of work. As the Torles
promised, new export
opportunities for British
expertise are  materialising.
The Department of
Employment has been sending
out officlals to Poland to
advise on solutions to the
problems created by the new
armies of unemployed. Britals
Is exporting UB 40s. Who said
thet the Tory economic
miracle is over?

to a change In tactics and
direction, Yet the decision to
scrap the Poll Tax In its
present form signals a crucial
lack of political will on the
part of the Torles. How this
lack of will transmits itsell to
the magistrates court in
relation to juilings still
remains to be seen. Yet once
agaln, if the base of non-
payment s to be destroyed,
maglstrates and the
gpvernment behind them, will
have to be prepared to go on
a Jalling spres. A determined
stand by Anti-Poll Tax Unions

rights, the average Dballiff
profile has so far been very
low. It appears that relatively

few cases of balliffs strong~
arming their way Into people's

homes have been reported,
while there are certainly »
number of areas fthat the
balliffs have Informed councils
they will refuse to enter.
Even the courts have
occasionally ruled against

them, forcing them to return
goods, or [finding non-payers
not gullty of sssaulting bailiffs
who have entered their home.
To destroy the base of non-
payment, draconlan new powers
would have needed to have
been granted to the bailiffs,
and oounclls generally and the
Bovernment in particular have
so far bottled out of »
decisive confrontation, It was
ot this point that active
extra-logal  action  (bafliff-
bashing) could have played an
Indispensible role in

§ the of
the movement and possibly led

At the present time, it is not absolutely vital

clear how hard magistrates are

prepared to go In. The |It is true that the
biggest victory of the Anti- |government's handling of the
Poll Tax Unlons so far has |Poll Tax from the very
been to effectively defuse the |beg! has bled a
intimidation threstened by the |s I of scenes from a
use of bailiffs. In forming [Carry On up the Poll Tax
anti-balliff groups aend most |Christmas Panto, aend that
Important, In  disseminating | there can't be many In the
Information concerning peoples' | Anti~Poll Tax movement wil

have falled to have had a good
few laughs &t the sheer
incompetance of it all. It still
has to be remembered that it
Is the most reactionary single
plece of legislation that the
Torles have Introduced; and
that they are lar from giving
up yet. We cannot afford to
forget that the central aim of
the Torles remains the
destruction of publicly-funded
local  services and the
traditions of local government
that underpin them. The Poll
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of likely lads who hed joined the four
lhlol:ﬂ:mu.d:
evident that the new comers though st
muﬂvmhmmunm
evening wore on, was
mmmdﬁoww ...
you ever heard of Red Action?.
cagerly and leaned forward in
pouse- "cos youre talking to them". A
with suspense while the penny
ummu:“;nrm“--im
without another ot a speed tha: would have
Linford Christie to shame. >
A pub in South London. A former
the Orkneys. s It oot obvious that there is something
soriossly wroog with the way in which Soclal Service | M ._?*-.- ..F
operate? At & recent mesting of the Social m~~‘u-*~ lan
Workers professional last woek, they said that they must | WY "'"*"'M._ were turned over by
treat the child's welfare as the paramount concern snd that '_:’ “ lﬂrﬂ
Mu':nnutmarummm _""‘"": 8 political change of heart. problem
uou,nvuﬂw.hmmdmrm-.m e explained "Red Action were all in the closet®,
move loto sction when (often vague) allegations sre ‘m_-“'\h”!ﬁl—“
made, not kowing or caring If thers i sny evideace to of fucking nowhere”. Pointing to & drinking
support them. What evidence there Is oftea borders on the across the table he went on bresthlessly “for
farcicel. In the Orkneys case, an elderly priest with a heart all | know you could be in Red Action”. He then turned
condition and a colostomy bag was alleged to have repeatedly to an school chum eyed him suspicously and said, “for
forced children to commit sexual acts with him, out in the oll | know, you could be in fuckin' Red Actisn as well"
open during the middle of a winter's night with the children's Perhaps he's just being parancid, but unless we make all
parents looking on - in a latitude close to that of lceland] the stories up, maybe he's got the right to be.
The 'ritusl music' accompanying these acts was alleged, in a
particularly sinister revelation, to have been provided - The curious cese of Christine Chepman begs many questions
by Black Sabbath, Guns and Roses or Judas Priest but by - of the Race Relations industry. Ms Chapman Is & former
Kylie Minogue! Equal Opportunities officer with the National Union of
Teachers and the headmistress of & mainly asien boys school.
The only such headmistress in the country. She bhas been
’“MHOII‘NINMII:I:NW.MM
The tribunal sald, "there has no discrimination, rscial or
It is hard to belleve that the Torles can elect as a leader »
someone who tucks his shirt inside his underpants. This is o | Otherwise. hl‘;“""'m:‘-'h""-“‘r_f]‘! of?
practice most of us stopped before we went to primary W to ll.h ’::-_ :". - umm -4 .:i':
school. Besides this sartorisl oddity, he seems to have the | ®*Plnation goes L e = e “ﬂ-_“

most appalling memory; he can't remember how many 'O’
lavels he took nor how many he got. Now anyone who has
token 'O' levels knows that they aere something you just
don't forget. After all, it takes 2 year's study to get them
and then a 2-3 month wait for the résults. This is a process
which is bound to imprint itself on your memory. It seems
‘that there may be more to it than this. In 1088, while
'l'oui“ Secretary, Major phoned his old school and requested
that his examination results should be put In the County
archives where an 'indefinite closure' has been put on them.
However, there may be an Innocent explamation. Absent-

of racial discrimination has come to light, the members of
tribunal looked into ms Chspman's head and found a
couple of dodgy attitudes lurking around with intent and on
that basis found her gullty.
spend time promoting s heslthy racial climate are, without
realising It, doing exactly the oppositel

this, it makes you long for the 'sanity’ of a Sun editorial.

Oh marvellous - peopls who
With logic such as

mindedness apparently runs in the family. Terry Major-Ball,
the Prime Minister's brother, has disclosed that, "I've a bit

of & grasshopper mind, | tend to call my wife 'John' at came down to take
times." What our resders demand to know, is, ot what times instead to what was
does Terry like to Imagine that his wife Is his brother? turned out

Exactly how small was that Brixton fat? Does this sccount like

for the apparently estranged relationship that now exists
bn-rn the brothers? Wil 'Terrygate' topple the eminesce
Arise

Seen a8 an  expression of
EAST LONDON-CONTD d,»u—mmm-—u—.dhf
Four days later E.London m_m killer is does not :::ﬂ:. m - u.;
::;;:a‘"m:n_.ﬁ?: With @) appear to be in doubt, so | march was five times bigger
! suumuuuvmn-u--m-chumnu
and leaflet of the pub which | ultimately rests. The respons- | the previous occassion the
again forced it to shutdown| ibllity must be shared | organisers appealed to the
Since then the pub has been | between the ideological | authorities. They appealed
regulary monitored und the | sponsors and  the weasel | to the police. Their appeals
manager  appears to have |words of the apologists | were ignored. A protest
got  the message,that on|on the one hand, and the | march once a year will
e question of fascism |appeasers on the other, cause close,
there can be mo neutrality | who between them help I.Imth au:nli:g*:.n:n Fascist
.Either you are pro-fascist | prepare future killing grounds movement accepts the chall-
or anti-fascist there is no| The race attecks and Fascists enge we must be seem to
middle  ground and none | within the community must | finish the job this time.
il pe acceptedAt the | be flushed out, Identified | If we fail again the price
time of going to press the fand isolated If we do not paid will be high, for If
BNP uppear to have lost | stand now then | the racist/fascist infuence
this - prestigous facility.While | we will stand apart, "moder- | in South FEasst London Is
this  represents progress [ ates” occupying the yellow f but not
our- work in  the borough|comer, the militants, the | i will as & result be stremgt-
has barely begun, red . hened. morale will
It is & simple case of either | be stengthened. The race
SOUTH LONDON-CONTD | o <Either together we ident- | attacks will multiply. Next
—"“——:::dlw:]nu&ru'morthyudtﬂ
- state will identifly and | there will be other marches,
g:’mi'm“" .z‘lk:);“ g‘mm isolate us. are a | because there will be other
Green will be bitterly [°Ple of other factors | funerals. That is how the rosd
which' must be taken Into runs,
by _the
m who©  would | consideration, On Saturday 27th  April
claim that "The Fascists|[lf ® Labour government | The Wild Fowler was closed.
e ot 8 " Is elected in the Autumn | It should stay closed

They insist that 'mlmln
the fascists does nothing

o them. ,th",—-l\l‘:ﬂ,u::; u'w.hlllnhmnnuflr.mly
proves the opposite is true. everybody in
A strategy of tolerance | Il the media will blame | community, or the :
and s soen| "the left". Immigrants will fascists, black and white
by the racists for what|De sccused of causing wn- cause it to become a facility
it is, & sign of weakness, | ®M| etc. In such | for nobody.
" w,mmacanuﬁummmuhm,

of the violence | Sanot fail to achieve greater | lobbles of the council will
and  their young converts | Currency. If we canmot stop | mot close the shop, the
to belleve that they can|them when they are small, | only people we need convince
gt  away with -musq,'lhmwwmmnnummmrm
murder inc! 1 m“mmhnmﬂywh
When the youthful killers | When they are strong. ube it. The members of
unmmmﬂ-xmhﬂmmmwm.
In court they giggled in|their HAQ. in Welling they | Everything else Is simple
the dock. The court-house [threw down the gauntlet | propogands, here, and here
,HMMH&hmm”ﬂrthm
nazl stickers. This behaviour [and Asian, every progressive must be applied. -
some hl-normbl.‘hm-"%n worst'

- a in area, your
for the forces of law and |was the challenge. The march HERTS-CONTD
order, but should be properly | on the 27th was the second

Norman Lamont some hints at

budget time.

We then made our way to the

meeting itself, cunningly

emargisg from a Brookside
estate to the

astonishment of two NF

‘ttended by the police. The
police, belleving we were
fascists (we must look like the
master race) opened the gates
to let us in. Elements of the
NF - who were already In
the school - came outside to

rookies who were keeping their

greet what they obviously
belleved were local electors
eager to hear the word.
Leading nazl lan Anderson (how
could you be so naive, lanl)
stepped forward to shake
hands. He and several other
NF notables quickly hit the
floor while the rest ran back
to the safety of the hall. We
removed to the pub next door
to await their exit.

With all anti-fascist elements
now united with a stiffening of
local people - including one
lad with a rottweller the sizse
of a pit pony - the fascists
to split Into two

The London NF
including the
'leaders’ needless to say,
crammed themselves Into

thelr team coach and were
driven away under heavy police
escort. This left the locals
and those who had
thoughtlessly parked their cars
outside the pub to fend for
themselves. And believe you
me, they didn't look too happy
about It Surrounded by
police, they edged down the
road. They were attacked
anyway; the police began to
lose It; the fascists began to
nic. Their struttisg turned
nto nervous little dances of
sheer  terror. One local

the main
to owr

eyes peeled along
road. In  answer

sophisticated
tech Le. “are

niques,
fash?" one quickly answ
and the other yes. They were
told to piss off and not do it
again. By this time we were
in the road leading to the
school. At the gates was a
picket organised by the SWP,

Interrogation
ou

no

elderly woman whose husband
had been In the bafild of
Cable Street, started to batter
them with her  handbag.
Crushing into their cars like so
much human pulp (no-one
wanted to walkl), they drove
away looking very stupid with
only the police Interveation to
thank for their escape. Last
to leave was getaway artist

John Hill whe was shaking too
much to start his car - he had
to get out and look under the
bonnet! Back home In their
pubs, what do these pecple tell
their mates???

Reviewing the day, It has to
be sald that It was very
successful, though marred by
the arrest and charging of four
anti-fascists.  Naturally, they
will continue to receive our
support. Not only had the NF
contingent and thelr election

'strategy’  besn  thoroughly
demoralised, but the anti-
fascist contingent geined

widespread local support with
many men, women and youth,
Joining our plcket of the
school. One local man who
brought his kide along, spoke
for many when he sald that
"those scum aren't welcome
around here".

In particular, Red Action feels
that, through our intervention,
8 protest action which had the
potential at best to provide
the NF with the sort of
hands-off slanging that only
serves  to  bolster  their
confidence and morale and at
worst with am opportunity to
smack a couple of lefties, was
turned into a hands-on rout of
the lascists. The day's events
provided a total vindication of
the strategy of physical and
ideological confrontation.
Attempting to develop only
one element in this strategy is
like trylng to walk on one leg:
both are essential to ensure
real progress.

A county-wide meeting
been  arranged to
together all anti~fascists in &
single #0 that next
time we will be even better
prepared and, any other local
racist/{ascist groups can
expect & similar rough ride.
With any luck, & report of this
mesting and further
developments will be carried in
the next edition of Red
Action.






