ed Action

On Wed 22nd
BN.P. held an election
meeting in Weavers Field
School, Bethnal Green. Both
the Militant and the S.W.P.
mobilised to occupy the
school st Tpm despite know-
Ing in advance that the
police would only open the
doors after the arrival
of the B.N.P, at 8. I5pm.
Naturally this tactic was
of no prectical value and
was deliberately selected
to allow only verbal cambat.
As on other occassions when
a confrontation did occur
their  supporters played
the alloted role (and seamed
for the most part happy
to do so) of cheer leaders
or neutral observers. When
the B.N.P. finally showed
and approached the visibly
apprehensive pickett, there
was none of their wsual
wwagger. For where they
marched 40 members of Anti-
Fascist Action cheerfully
followed.In the presence
of the police we were denied
entrance to this public
meet | s

stewards and a briefl brawl
ensued. The organisations

August

election one B.N.P. candid-
ate
on his
of the far right
amwny to the cawplete |nad-

f
WMh:L Asian and White ] *how too much independence
working
are totally devold of any paid $100,000 a year by the
credibility.
will continue to deterliorate
until as a very [irst step

almost 300 votes
own. The success
Is test-

got
the far left.

class kids they

The situation

he const|tuency is properly

contested and just as Im- been documented
portant be seen to be comt-
ested.

The S.W.P.Militant
cont i nue
they actually have a battle-
plan but
Is exposed as nothing but
the disjointed antics of
the indifferent, the incoamp-
etent and the inept.

At
Bethnal Green put a pickett
on the right school wunlike
their
Enfleld 4 days earlier who
contrived to call a counter
demonstration at the wrong
station.
in advance by A.F.A. mmong
others, that the N.F. plann-
ed to march fram Southbury

might

to pretend that

stripped down it

least the S.W.P. in

counter-parts in

Informed  weeks

who had stopd and watched | Station. They rallied their
inmediately  organised @ | supporters at Enfield stat-
public meeting with speeches | jon instead. They then
Iiberally peppered with | camplained in their paper
blood-curdl ing pramises. | Socialist Worker' that
An  elusive rumur of a the police "penned 200 Ant|-
Fascist gang ammed with | Fascists In 8 cul de sac
pick-axe handles In the fof two hours."” They amitted
vicinity caused the ripples | 1o mention that (despite

of applause to be replaced

vehament protests fram A.F.A

with ripples of panic. The they deliberately choose
locals present were not the cul de sac.
visibly Impressed. Tomwer | yuyine admitted that their

Hamlets is a solid working Jntention was to get within
class area. In the recent |l|nutln! distance of the
local elections 12 Tory | Fascists®™(|) there is the
candidates mmssed only possibility that in future
500 wvotes between them. | in the sbsence of a convien-
The borough also has the | jent cul de sac the Revol-
highest ratio of racial utionary vanguard will be
attacks In  the entire| asked to turn up with their
country. In the latest | own crash barriers.
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(1o all the speech-making and

phrasemongering over the Iragl
invasion of Kuwait, there has
been one small word that must
have been in everyone's mind
= yet was never spoken by
politician, TV pundit or
newspaper columnist. It has
to rank alongside the most
remarkable ommisions of our
time. See If you can spot the
missing word In Mrs Thatcher's
masterplece of hypoorisy:

"Iraq has violated and occupled
the territory of a country
which Is a full member of the
UN, This is  totally
unacceptable. If it Is allowed
to endure, there would be
many other small nations
which could never feel safe."
Many other small nations such
s - PANAMA! There too, a
dictator ran a country with
the utmost cooperation from
the West untll he started to

and from an ally and friend

ClA, was suddenly discovered
to have been a gangster all
along and had to be Invaded.
The US invasion of Panama has

as  having
caused 1,000 civilian deaths,
while by ocontrast, even a

British Embassy official has
sald that iraql troops had been
“pretty scrupulous® in avolding
civillan casualties. Obviously,
there must be some other
difference In the eyes of
politiclans and the media
between the Iraqis taking over
a small ‘independent’ country
and the US doing the same.

Yot it was only recently that
we eondured the remarkably
unedifying sight of British
ministers being humble to lIragl
government touts who sent
back the excuted body of a
British citizen with taunts and
Insults. It was known to all
that In Ireq, Saddam Hussein's
regime had attempted genocide
on its own Kurdish population,
killing 5,000, using chemical
weapons that are universally
condemned for thelr barbarity.
Despite all that, Britain's
response to the Bazoft
exacution was distinctly muted
and British companies were
] exhorted to pay no attention
to the matter and get on with
the business of drumming up
a8 much trade with the
despotic regime of Sadaam
Hussein as they could. The
rich pickings offered by that
country's oll-financed
reconstruction after the war
with lran were too great to be
resisted. Iraq's victory then
presented as @& victory
also of the West - quite
rightly, since Iraq couldn't
have won without the military
and (financial backing of the
wastern powers, principally the
US. Iraq was still a 'friend'.
Wanting compliant client states
in the Middle East to ensure

own 'vital Interests’,
are of ocourse the
those of the

populations),
western countries were
prepared to dismiss the fact
that the regimes they
supported were staffed by
feudal barbarians specialising
in totalitarian conmtrol, torture

their
(which

and imprisonment. At least
they were our feudal
barbarians.

Iraq has long been a military
dictatorship, ruled by the
brutal leadership of a single
man. It is known to torture
and kill its political opponents
on & scale perhaps as large as
that of any country In the
world. In recent history it
started a war that cost over a
million dead. It is known to
have slaughtered thousands of

fts own population using
chemical weapons and has
threatened to wipe out the

population ol another country
In a similar fashion, Despite
this, Britain and the US have
maintained to the very
minute of the lragl invasion of

ACKET

orge then says:

"The Integrity of Saudi Arabia,
its [reedom, are very, very
important to the  United
States."

The freedom Bush Is talking
sbout isn't the freedom inside
the country because there isn't
any - nor does the US want
to see any. A democratic
regime would threaten the
freedom of the United States
to buy the Saudi's ofl at the
price it wants to pay - that's
the 'freedom' Bush is talking
about. Of course, the money
pald to the Saudi "royal
Family" for the oll is then re-
invested in Westera banks and
Industries without ever being
seen by the people of the
country themselves. As for
Britain's attitude to such a
patently vile regime, that nice
Prince Charles paid a state
visit there last year. Other
"friends of the West" such as
dordan and until the recent
events, Kuwait, run their
regimes in a similar fashion. It
Is now the case that the US
and Britaln are prepared to

of polson gas) have supplied
Iraq with the military
bhardware and training that
maintained the dictatorship In
power and enables It to
repress its own dissident
populati and p Its
wars with the aim of becoming
a roglonal superpower. They
have emphasised the need to
maintain and promote trade
with this country by all
avallable means, although this
has certalnly had the effect of
strengthing the totalitarian
regime. The week after the
sentence passed on Bazoft, the
US lent Iraq $500 million, part
of its largest agricultural aid
package in the world.

Not only Iraq has benefited
from this soft spot for
murderous Arab dictatorships.
For example, there is Saudl
Arabls, an absolute monarchy
hanging on at the end of the
twentieth century, where the
king rules by royal decree and
which according to Amnesty
International, has tortured and
killed 700 of its political
opponents during the past slx
years, All political parties
and Trade Unions are banned.
The kingdom has no penal code
or constitution. Detalnees are
held in solitary confinement
without access to lawyers or
families and without charge or
trial. Heads and hands are
publicly chopped off (Including
recently those of 18 Kuwaltl
political prisoners) to
sncoursge the rest. Women

Kuwait that it is vital to|80 to war to 'protect' what is
remain on  polite and |possibly the only regime In
"diplomatic” terms with that part of the world more
Sadaam  Hussein, They, |repressive and brutal than lraq
together with France and W, |itsslf - Saudi Arabla.
Germany (who plied the | Sancti were | d within
materials for the manufacture |hours of the Invasion - the
same sanctions that couldn't
be made to work in the case
of South Africa. And In
defence of what? - Kuwait, a
tiny parcel of land created by
the stroke of a British
diplomat's pen In 1822 to no-

one's satisfaction except that
of Britain who occupled Iraq

a3 a colony at the time.
Kuwait Is another feudal
regime where B80% of its
inhabitants are totally
disenfranchised and  without
rights and where the same

family of bandits that Britain
Installed as rulers then were In

power when the Iraql tanks
moved in.

What then, Is the difference
between the US |nvading
Panama and Iraq Invading
Kuwait? The difference

clearly, is that it Is alright to
invade enemies of the US who
threaten ‘vital interests' but a
crime against bhumanity when
enemies lavade our ‘friends’
The Invasion and military
occupation of Ssudi Arabla
reflects the declining economic
status of the US in terms of
Its greatest rival and creditor,
Japan. American forces are
now sitting on top of around
50% of the world's oll reserves
and the Saudi "Royal Family"
are more blatantly than ever
puppets with American hands
up their backs. Control of the
world's fuel supply Is why the
US moved such powerful
military forces into the area
0 quickly,

are publicly stoned to death,
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Saddam provided
the pretext, but war with Iraq

is a secondary matter. ot

military control over the
world's most productive oll-
flelds is the real key. The
Americans are mnow iIn @
perfect position te blackmall
its sconomic rivals by
controlling ofl prices and
supplies world wide. It is no

coincidence that the country
which Is most susceptible to
blackmall In this form s
America's biggest commercial
rival - Japan. Already other
countries, especlally Japan and
W. Germany, are being
"Invited" to contribute to the
costs of The US Invasion.
These countries will be only
too aware that they will soon
be "invited" to pay a lot more
for thelr ofl If they decline
this offer they can't refuse.
Military might Is now belng
used as a direct substitute for
economic power in the
competition between the
world's two strongest
economiu sations,

Smaller nations are
pawns in this larger game. A
'friend' of the West Is a
country prepared to be useful

merely

strategically or economically
to the powerful capitalist
systems that dominate the
world's economy. Irag for
example, has been valued as a
regime, however nasty, that
curbs Islamlc fundamentalism
as represented by Iran and
Syrian militarism. The oil of
the Middle East Is a "vital
interest of the West, and
someone was needed as the

West's policeman In the ares;
and as we all know, a nasty,
corrupt policeman Is often the
most effective. If totalitarian
regimes such as Iraq or Saud|
Arabla have the oll and are
prepared to exercise power In
the region In accordance with
Western Interests, then they
are our "frlends" no matter
how disgusting their politics
may be (the same goes for
dictators in Central and South
America such as Norlega so
long as they toe the line). If
firms In this country can sell
them western technology, much
of It military, (such as the
notorfous super-gun) then
every courtesy must be
extended to these torturers
and murderers so that profits

can be made. However thers
are strict limits to this
courtesy. The minute Westerr

Interests are percelved to be
threatened and these ex-
colonials become uppity and
forget who's really in charge
of their economies, they are
discovered with bewildering
speed to be 'enemy' regimes -
new Hitlers, dictators, mad
mullahs and all the rest of It
and dirsct military Intervention

follows. It is apparently
always the British Forelgn
Office and the US State

Department who are the
to find out the real nature
their former [riends.

last
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simflar  systom  where
independent trade unions were
unknown, Industrial  action nervous
regorded as blasphemy or always
sabotage, @ revolt against the the plans,  but
natural order and  the lessons. of wousded fest
dictatorship of the proletariat 'H'm--n—-lllllnz
etc, though both sdversaries of clas|®d not affer all the
communism was the genuine mm..‘l\imduuh
article. uumm—mu"mmlhnduwm
the idees of Horijon e sebjest. A geod|it 8 of costempacst)
mmummuwm:’mh'ﬁhw‘:
equivalent merely %o |view Is provided by am bigotry'
Marxism, tervention In economic | letter published ll,h-h': demonstral the undenlable
suggest that the 1al socialism | 1890, against o faction of left | !ink the lssue of clan
the Eat sad the production | wing students, intellectusls in sad pelizieal
the bureaucratic given | the German Soclal Democratic
may In fact signal . 1800 the
history. That ls, w_““whm were how to
oonpeting | their scademic education which [ istegrate  the = academically
of the cold war in sny case needs baslo | #ducated Into the ranks of 8
means the end to speculating wm_“nﬂlueh-unmlﬂ
about any improvements to or ...-M-“mn on In [Britain, the
alternatives to capitalism. with @ claim to a com problem s the exact reverse,
They would, on the one hand, ﬂ".-muoummud acceptance
like to convince you that the that s our party mdm-omuulu,hwm
writings of Marx and Engels, must serve In the ranks; that|ranks of the academically [working class in charscter.of course that the remedy Is
the theoretical rather then the posts respoasibility 1n the | #ducated revolutionary’ [What did this mesn In|held In their own educated
actual basis for soclalism has party movament itself dominated by |concrete regulations? As a|bands. If self-emancipation Is

middle class members and built

result the general council|the first principle of Marx,
middle class activists.

adopted these lumuu'ﬂm-mllthaho&-mﬂlpd
by Marx. Red Action. Even in our own
" eathe general .::uw history, individuals have
recommends that i been attracted by Red Action's
there be permitted no new|working class orlentation who
American section of whichjalso felt that only they were
two-thirds do mot consist scademically equipped to fill
wage-labourers.” the resulting intellectual voidl
The cholce of the fraction of|After a split in 1984 and the
two-thirds was of ocourse|subsequent collapse of branches
arbitary, the Intention was tojoutside London, we realised
maintain the proletarian|that we were simply not
proportion above a  mere|ready, the launch of Red
majority and deflinitely less Action had been premature.
than 100% which would have|Up to now we have never
meant exclusionism (4 months| 'touted’ for membership,.
later the rule was amended to|Those that have come to us
make it applicable to alljhave had few [Illusions about
sections). the nature of revolutionary
The principle of self-| politics in general or Red
emancipation has often been|Action In particular. Our
praijsed as @ democratic policles on anti~fasclsm and
conception, people taking their|the war In Ireland have also
destiny In hand, This Is true|bad a self-regulatory effect on
enough. What Is overlooked is In the
that this principle underlines|intervening years, while others
the revolutionary  (literally|chattered endlessly and sought

i:il
&

almost entirely eclipsed.
During the recent CP Congress,
thousands of delegates
assembled In the Soviet uaion
to discuss the future of the
party and the 'workers state’.
A breakdown of the delegates
ravealed that 70% were
bureaucrats and state officials
(with a vested Interest In
maintaining the system), the | them.
inds divided between

intellectuals, other odds and

existence of the working class
itself.

What today they are chiefly
concerned with s setting In
concrete the central concept

li
%

acquaint themselves with what
is good for the workersl The
sttraction of a party like the
SWP for reform  minded
intellectuals Is the absence of
any progressive parllamentary
party with enough courage,
Integrity and consistency to
retaln their loyalty. Instead
they oot up their own
operation which does not cut
themselves loose from their
own class but instead works
effortiessly to out rev-

!

ie

class" a Stalinist type
dictatorship Is the logical and
inevitable outcome of any and
avery effort to hl [ ]
fairer . distribution of wealth
from rich to poor.

This Is because as Karl Marx
himself explained they,

ot the very idea that

suggests some of the major
sods, while a generous 3% was | tendencles erising out of the
alioted to the workers aad|entrance of these academically
What a gigantic | traine
fraudl This communism was
ot best a caricature, a carcass
with all the vital organs ,
indeed the very essence, of
Marx removed. "The
emancipation of the working
class must be achieved by the
working classes themselves”.

Engels | today, instead of the 'reds' we
have the 'pinky respectables'|

Certalnly within the history of
the [International  Working
Men's Association, the question
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and underpaid, but avery | This was the first sentence In |sided workers' party but an|of class composition and the |subversive, overturning publicity In pointless
other slaveholder, he wants | the rules written for the First|all-sided party of "all men [principle of self-emancipation | of Marx's view of socialism).|propagands, Red Action for the
bim to be a cringing, servile | International by Marx and this [imbued with the love of |aroused high emotion. As one | Nothing s more revolutionary|most part stayed In the
broken-hearted, morally | is also the first principle of |humanity” and not be lowered |right-wing historlan noted, "nolin its thrust than  this|background. We fought @
prostrate,  reliously  humble | his life's work. In comparison | to "a one-sided struggle of the |idea, without excepting | principled rejection of all'|little but thought a lot.

drudge. With him a strike Is | the whole content of Das | industrial workers in thelr own perhaps, their hatred of | gracious patronage from|if to remaln loyal to and fulfil
® blasphemy, a slave revolt, | Capital is secondary being | interest®. In short, concluded |capital, has entered more into | sbove’.  All the more solthe  concept  of self-
sigoal *. merely the economic basis for | Marx and  Engels, their their heads and hearts". The |because It Is double edged,/emancipation the class

social

As they well understand
without any vision, explanation
or analysls, strikes and
industrial actlon are not just
the natural result of the
irreconcilable differences
between capital and lsbour,
but instead stand condemned
as an Immoral aberration and
a (futlle) ottack on the
natural order itself. Without
any Insight, our history from
Spartacus to the Parls
Commune, from 1817 to the
miners' strike appears to be
marely a serles of
disconnected events.

principle of self ipation
figured not oaly in the rules
of the International but also
on the back of the
individual's membership card.

One very Important overall
feature of the ettitude taken
by Marx and Engels Is that "It
requires a fight on two
fronts”. At almost every polat
that was the rejection of
inter-related mistakes. If on
the one hand some In the
movement welcomed Intell-
ectuals uncritically and without
sifting scrutiny, there was also
the opposite error of others
who proposed an exclusi y
policy of a "manual workers
only® movement. Marx
recognised that there was a
role for politically educated
individusls who had broken
with thelr own class In the
workers' movement, but it had
to be a limited one. However
he poured scorn on the
"professional” proletarians

P gainst  both  the|composition of the
established powers and againstirevolutionary organisation was
all proponents of soclalism|regarded by Marx and workers
from sbove. So If Marxism|themselves as vital In 1872, it
can be briefly defined as thelis surely no less important In
theory and practice of working|1980, A serious revolutionary
class revolution, it is equally|organisation must be working
the theory and practice of the|class In lnstinct, character,
self-emancipation of the |composition and appeal. It
working  class. Only a|must be bullt in a democratic
movement looking to class|manner from the bottom up
struggle from below could be arather than what Is almost
genulnaly revolutionary|uniformly fashionable today, by
movement. For the last 70|decres by an enlightened elite
years we have been [irst{from the top down, It is only
blinded and then repelled by|in this way that the Initiative,
the proponents of the Idea|vitality and imagination of our
that & new socisl order will bejclass can be harnessed to
handed down to the aulhrlng’hciuuu the development of

the proposition.

The problems, controversies
and imaginative interpretstions
assoclated with another famous
phrase, the ‘dictatorship of the
proletariat' Is directly linked
to the concept of the self-
emancipation of the
proletariat. The difficulty for
many 'Marxists’ s grasping
the  self-explanatory  class
meaning of the former because
they themselves are unable to
even concelve of the possibllity
of the latter.

Similarly, a literal adherence
to the principle of self~
If that Is how the hard-line | emancipation would Instantly
sepitalist lkes to see things, | dissolve most of the sects or
Is It not curlous that their jgroups that do and have

the vast majority

viewpoint amounts to this,
"the working class of Itsell

opportunists was precisely what
Marzx and especially Engels
after Marx's death, continued
to attack as the Immediate
manifestation of the 'rottea
spirit" that permeated the
party leadership.  All during

people by a revolutionary band|'organic intellectuals’ who
or party, or alternatively|would articulate and rationalise
suppport for a movement [rom|the potential for dominance of
below only to Implament afthe class from which they
soclalism from sbove. In 1850|themselves have sprung. Io
this way do we the working
class fit ourselves for 'political
dominion's To achieve this
and reverse all previous trends

Engles Inveighed against the
"schoolmarmish snobbery of
our so-called educated people”
as the great danger to the
party reiterating the warning
that this destroyed "the
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principle of self emancipation”. [(real or alleged) who evinced often that it will be necessary to
"It is always thess people who |his birthright as proof of | depends on the working implement @& similar  dis-
consider their bit of edscation |political and moral superiority. |itself. The simple question is,jcriminatory policy on
as obsolutely  indispensible |Like everything else It was recrultment as that adopted by

!
|

our revolutionary ancestors In

really a question of balance,
1872, In short the rev-

workers to non-workers, like
putting pepper on soup, though

through it; emaniopation of [naturally It was  more|the productive and|must be the living embodiment
the working class is to them |important for the make-up of |masage industry In the|of the ultimate sim. That ms
by  the|the membership in general and |interests aad the benefit|one old boy sald, "is all there

for
of soclety. That is all there|is to it". As we enter a new
s

Can we [it ourselves? Marx|orystal clear, one ls that there
wis under mo starry-eyed|is no alternative but to start
{llusion sbout the working class|®88in, and that this time thers
as It was then or s It is now,|S88 be no short-cuts.

He simply proposed a different|Shosld Red Action accept the
goal to that of the elitists|ohsllenge then the prospect for
whose single function Is to the return of the "spectre”
poist a finger at the backward 2‘" Immediately becomes
nature of the class, suggesting remote. G o'Hal loran

workers to take|due to the antics of the
American section 12, home to
every crackpot fad, Its
wrote to an Amercian | membership overwhelmingly
com

m.
“yith the srrogant Oermans|intellectual that ceused the
who want to schoolmaster|issue to be  taken up
in one and|constitutionally. i the
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1 hope ynu

the present situation
therefore give  your
readers an idea of what we m
remand prisoners have to
endure In the jJail. | would
like to make It clear to you
readers that, a5 remand
prisoners, we have not been
convicted of any offence.

The tension has Increased in
the past month when
loyalists attackéd a republican
inmate going to a visit. As 2
result of this incident the
republican in question had to
be taken to the prison hospital
where he received treatment

for outs and brulses to his
face and upper body. After
recelving treatment, he

preceeded with his visit and on
seeing the condition of their
son, his parents were visibly
appalled that Incidents like
this can, and all too frequently
do, happen. This incident was

the Northern Ireland Office

o situation exists.Over these past few months
isoners fram both ll:-l —“—Ill protest
inst this ludicrous policy. .

¥ punched and kicked, but how

i lon of ll'q:.lwl‘
ntegrat ion Ist and
s the only prison in Ireland

down the inbidemt to diffuse
the situation.

Since this occurred there have
been several such incidents.
Two loyalists were Injured sad
another republican has been
§6t upon. The tension in the
Jail is at an all time high with
inmates asking one another
who's next to be attacked.

i

¥

it
1

distance Itsell from militant

The past § or 7 months have lgng

seen  (ncidents like the
aforementioned occurring on a
regular basls - only a few
have been publicised. Up uatil
now we have seen the prisoner
on the recelving end being

must one ask, untll we
weapons being used e.g.
er cues, brushes and
toothbrushes with rasor blades

doubt whatsoever that a
risoner will end up dead!
Before It gets this fer, | would
e your readers to put
ressure on the NIO . by
holeheartedly supporting the
regation protest and | would
that through this letter
our readers will ask the
estion, "why do they not end
forced  integratioin?®
after all, In the North of
Ireland, our  schools
ated, some of our towns
d villages are segregated and

our cities, where a
tionalist housing  estate
imight  overlook a
estate, they bulld

the r ti

fonist| Le Pen,

It provided
than the NF's claims to that
effect. It accused the PLO in

therefore keeping the

ated. Yet still, in this
il, where the NIO claim the)
arring  factions
no reason to segregate.
mise,

carrieC In some newspapers [peouplican Socialist Prisoner
“lde Iln:" t:""‘:'t'a .: Wing, Crumlin Road Jail
televishor. ]
For more info contact:SF,pow
e aImant beL Batared) ept 51735 Falls Rd,Bol fast
Or, IRSP, pow dept,392 Falls
pou]. Rd,Belfast BT12 @H.
A Chara These comrades have glven a

Let me first of all offer my
sincere gratitude to all who
assist in the support group on
behalf of myself and all the
Republican Soclalist Prisoners.
This  support, moral  and
financial, is most appreciated,
the money which Red Action
donates has helped to
eradicate some problems and
minimise others, e.g. bus fares
to the prison, parcels, political
books to futher education In
the struggle, clothing etc.

Comrades, as you may be
aware  there are other
Republican  Soclalist POWs

Incarcerated In British jails in
their struggle against British
rule _in the six counties.

Dear Comrades!

Some time ago | sent you a
latter stating that our
autonomous Info-bookshop
ZAPATA wou. like to
distribute your exceilent papeg,
When | was In England some
time ago (February), | bought
coples of your paper (no 54)
to take back and sell in the
shop. We have now sold them
all, and these people who
bought them are asking for
morel

Hoping to hear from you soon
the ZAPATA collective

ONLY ONE SOLUTION THE
ARMED REVOLUTION

lot of commitment
dedication to the
Soclalist movement.
As our struggle for liberation
and the bullding of a soclalist
republic continues, It would be
falr to caloulate that our
numbers in prison will continue
to rise In the coming years
and we Implore all socialist
activists to support us in every
way possible,

To comclude, | once agaln
extend the sincere thanks and
appreclation of myself and all
RSPs to Red Action in the
helping of setting up support
groups.

In Comradeship and Solidarity
B.Gal lagher H4 Long Kesh,
e e e

and
republican

exist, theyjin

Lebanon of training Euro-Nazis,

peoplef yet before Gable's editorship,

Searchlight had itself printed
an article 'Euro-Nazis trained
lange Camps'. Search-
lght's blas on the Middle East
n up clearly In the
It has given to the
antics of Patrick Harrington's
'Political Soldler' group of the
NF. Adopting a populist
approach, this group claimed
to be separatists who
respected other separatists
Including Black ones (there Is
nothing strange In this, Indeed
it was the basis of the
collaboration between Zionlsm
and anti-semitism historically).
The NF tried to bulld links
with Black, Green and Walsh
Nationallst groups, with little
success, and also approached
Libya and Iran for money,
which they obtained through
fawning upon their
governments. Libya later
realised what they were up to
and refused any more support.
However, prior to that,
Searchlight played wp the
Libyan connection out of all
proportion, Searchlight had a
cover showing plctures of
Harrington, Black Muslim
leader Farrakhan, Gaddafy and
Khomelnl, with the caption,
'"The New Axis'. To cap that,
the January 80 issue contained

ihy write a , cluttered
academic article on Bakunin -
whom | and most of my
comrades do not bother to
read - to smear aparchism -
or should | say Class War?

Apparently we belleve In
"dictatorial dominance for the
intelligensia, antl-
intellectualism for the masses™
= news to us comrades. As an
attack on Bakunin It s I'm
sure, correct amd l/we would
sgree with 99% of it.

Dear Comrades
Why does » group thats very
jexistence is due to breaking

Zapata
Blagardsgade
Denmark

with the anti-democratic
and practice the
smears - of the SWP
to those same

[
lies, the
resort

methods against anarchism
:. rlct.u be honest, just Class
ar

Unfortunately this fine
theoretical article Is flawed in
that it Is pretending to be and
concluding against anarchism -
and Class War in particular.
You know quite definitely that
the class struggle anarchist
movement in this country
CWF, ACF, DAM, AWG agree
very strongly with the sort of
workers' democracy - power -

Searchlight
988 as 'Year of the
Mad Dogs' over a large
plotare of Gaddafy.

Perhaps

excuse this by saying that it
only deals with states in so
for as they foster and support
orgainisations with a fascist or
extreme right-wing Ideclogy.
However it has never ocovered
the activities of the semi-
fascist Tohiya (Rensissance)
and Moledet (Transfer) part'es
in Israel. It hes lmited itsell
in recent years, to several
brief articles on Melr Kahane's

CW were never popular on the
left with their punk periphery.
Their leadership was acoused
of raclsm, belng ex-NFers,
scting as  police -
provocateurs on ¢emonstrations
and joimtly planuing the Stop
the City demcostrations with
the NF as an  enti~Jewish
pogrom. CW were Immediately
suspended pending an
investigation. When a Comm-

Kach - a safe option as all
other parties in lsrael also
denounce them.

In coverage of the West
German Republikaner  and
French Front Nationale parties
is also partial.

omits to mention that they are
pro=lsrael that it is Arabs far
more than Jews who are their
main objects. In 1987, a
dinner was given in homour of
hosted by Jlacques
Torczyner, President of the
World Union of General
Lionists. Those attending were

Gable claims that he left the
Communist Party In 1961,
"because the party had begun
to adopt an anti-lsraell line".
The contrast with Maurice
Ludmer, who left the CP In
1968 because of its lack of

commitment to anti-fascist
work, could not be clearer.
Recently t has not

shrunk from attacking other
anti-fascists. When Patrick
Hoarrington recently claimed
that he wished to improve his
relations with the Jewish
community, Gable explained
that this was a "cynical
attempt..to attract the ultra-
left who use anti-Zionism as a
spokesman for their anti-
semitism,”
Whereas Maurice Ludmer was a
trades union activist (the
Left's successful candidate for
President of Birmiagham
you talk of rec ne
not the elitism of Bakunin,
Nacheav [Nechayev? - Ed] or
Lenin. And on Bakuninism,
there are many who would
argue that Leninism/Bolshevism

}

o In fact the worst of
Marxism and Bakuninism
combined. But you prefer to
tar and find guilt Dby
sssociation than argue the
differences  between ywrr
p!

latform and Class War Feds'
or DAMs.

So what has got your back up
comrades? Why do you lower
yourselves to this level? Why
do you scouse CWF of
"throwing In a few fucks to
disguise their dilettantism and
lsck of analysis" when you
know this Is pure shite?

1 personally belleve it s
becsuse CWF has achieved

alfair®,
In the course of the Inquiry,
Gable bhad  admitted
monitoring anarchists.

will of course provide |
i wWmEww

AFA's major campaige last

Infiltrated).
obtalned the
Independently.
Long gone are the days of
secret memos between Webster
and Tyndall. Instead endless
'Rocaps’ about former fascists
Ml Its pages, The May 'S8
lssue was entitled "End of the
Road for John Tyndall?" "John
Tyndall's BNP is showing every
sign of being an organisation
on the verge of extinction".
Fifteen months later,
"Tyndall's BNP Nazis off the
leash®, it was telling a
different story. Then there
was the 50 year old exclusive
about Moseley's collaboration
with the Nazis and the alleged
plot by a Tory MP to murder
Gable. Private Eye paid the
libel damages.

For the last 3 years AFA has
organised a Rememberance Da

achleved. From the proud
beginnings you sadly have
come nowhere = In Influence,
members or paper sales. Yes,
you have a good record on
anti-fasclsm, but In bullding
political organisation and
influence you have falled.

And on the very ground that
in Jan 1982 was all yours you
wished to succesd CWF have
prospered. CWF has begun to
break through the decades of
the leftist (and state) created
distrust of people with politics.
We, not you Ironically, used
the populiét tactics of the SWP
in the late 70z best In the
808,

AFA however
Information

are  political  (and
incidentally being

intellectual does not mean

what you would like to have

being  anti-educational)

We, not you, have begun to
show that working class people
that
anti-

and

March to the Cenotaph, This
year it was decided to directly
oppose the NF and coordinate
with who would
organise their own march.
on this

agreement, refusing to
publicise AFA's mobilisation.
Its November

E

!

i

:
:
i

g
=
=
£

ure was premature.
No Black groups marched with
them. In previous years over
2,000 marched under AFA's
sectarian banner, this year less
than 150 gathered under
's broad umbrella,
to the 700

Rememberance Day. (Time Out
8 November).

's love affair with
the Unlon of Jewish Students
started with the war Crimes
UJS's primary role
Is to defend lIsrael and attack
Palestinians. Its record inside

the NUS s particularly
appalling: opposing No Platform
for Fascists, attacking the

ANC and refusing to give any
suppport to Jewslh gays. For
a Zionist group like UIJS, anti-

the A year was against the Nazl rock |fascism Is always y to
Community, including Dr. lsrsel |Blood and Honour group In|its malan purpose. Its
Siager, executive director of [conjunction with the anti- Campaigns Officer, David
the World Jewish Cos-|racist Cable Street Beat |Hermann, expalined that,
gressenThere are Elonist |(whom Searchlight have never| “"we have mot joined the
loaders who think thet am |acknowledged), AFA drove |march in the past because of
anti-Arab goverment in France [BEH from Its West End shops (the hostility shown to ws by
would necessarily be good for|and on May 27 an International|the anti-Zioaist left".
larsel, oven M It were also|Nazl rock concert  was|Last year UIS pulled out of a
anti-semitic..who would regard | prevented in Camden. |speaking tour with t
such anti-semitism as & bonus® | Searchlight claimed the credit|mole Ray Hill, after objecting
(Chaim Bermant Jewish | (and the Nasi's deposit money)|to an editorial in it
Chronicle 4.80.87). The |but it actually refused to|that differentlated for the
reaction of was | divulge the whereabouts of the|first time between anti-
complete silence. Not a|gig to AFA because It wanted|Zionlsm and anti-Semitism,
whisper. it to go ahead (so it could be|Gerry Gable learned his lesson.

Unfortunately he forgot that
Zionist groups don't mobilse
for anti-fascist marches.
Unless t returns to a
non-interventionist role In the
anti-fascist movement  and
takes a neutral view on the
middle East, its credibility will
continue to wither. Today,
t represents
antl~fascism; those
to divorce anti-
from anti~racism, and
clsm from anti-
imperialism. The time is long
overdue for a searchlight to be
tralned on

Tony Greenstein
(Tony Greensteln
founder member
and Hove Anti-fascist
Committee, secretary of
Brighton ANL and member of
the Steering Committee &
Executive of AFA since 1988

will be Interested In
propaganda by and for people
like them, about things that
affect their lives.

It could have been you who
created a mass audience. It
looks more Mkely to be us In
the 90s.

I'm sorry this reply is catty,
but | and many others were
plssed off no end by that sed
article. Groups like Red
Action and CWF should be
coming together for discussion,
support and action. We have
much to teach each other and
hope that this will come
sbout. We do not however
expect let alone appreciate ill-
educated attacks from
comrades. We hope however
that it was the opinions of the
author mot of all Red Action.

Yours Glyn, personal capacity,
East London Class War.

Searchligh
bourgeols
who wish
fac

was  a
of Brighton
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According to Its own government spending to k
capitalism has enteredi the ecomomy moving and :
something of a goldea age.|dogma that raising taxes to do
The chaos and anarchy of theljt | barmful. To cut the
market evident to the eye of|hudget deficit means that with
commonsense in unemployment, the government spending less,
waste and  exploitation firms will find it more
regarded by the apologists difficult to survive and the US
capitalism to operate with alwill tip into a recession. To
kind of hearmonious logic Infcounter this, Interest rates
some mysterious dimension of| would have to be cut, making
its own. Whereas these| it cheaper for firms to borrow
bourgeois  politicians  endimoney.  But interest rates
economists claim that any kindlhave to remain high to attract
of Interference with market|she forelgn money with which
forces is unnatural andlgo bridge the gep between
catastrophie, It s equally|what America Inc buys and
evident from the Dbriefest]galls,

squaintance with the actualifiush came to power with the
workings of cepitalism thatingtorious "read my lips"
without the constant|promise that there would be
intervention of governments,\no new taxes. Taxes and
state Industries and subsidies,|government spending Interfere
with the workings of the
market and that Is supposed to
be bad. Bush has now come
to terms with the realities of
the situation and recognised
that without strong government
intervention, a severe i

central banks etc in the form
of perpetual damage limitation
exercises,

the chaos Inherenmt
in the dynamics of the market

along the lines of "collect-
ing money for prisoners
I charity work®, their resp-
once was much the same when

were asked about colle-
ctions for the miners during
the strike.Yet during a
to Derry same time
came across an appeal
in a local paper fram the
1.FM aesking for money
for the Holloway Rd 30.Pres-
collecting money
oppressed people s
Wcharity work",yet collecti-
ng _l;% them is perfectly
scceptable practise for
revolut lonaries.Funny old
world, isn't 1t??M

A L
Recentley Red Action were
invited by a group called
"THE LENINIST' to condem
the leaders of The Communist
Party for selling off the
property of the party to
the highest bidder. 'THE
LENINIST' naturally outraged
decided that....oovsesnnnans

is inevitable. So he now says,
there have to be new taxes
after all

In part this Is a direct result
of what is being termed "the
biggest financlal crisis of the
century” - the Savings and
Loans  collapse. Already
estimates of the cost to the

Estimates put the cost to the
economy well above that of
i the Vietnam war. In America
Building Socleti re known as
Savings and Loans, or 'Thrifts'.
These are currently going bust
all over the place and to avold
il bankruptcies all through the
economy, the government s
plcking up the bill. How did
it happen?
During the slump In the early
30s, the precarious situation of
American banks caused a run
on funds which brought do;n
happen s 4,000 banks throughout the US
p KB Ourget In & single year. Since thes,
would quickly bring catastrophe |pagks have been mistrusted to
to any economy that seriously |on gxtest to that forced the
abandoned the necessary forms
of control.
The current state of the US
economy, lronically the home
of the most rabld forms of
bourgeols economics, provides
an object lesson. The US|regulating them, Le. allowing
economy, though fthe mOStiwem to follow the market
powerful in the world, Is also|ypgrever it might lead. When
the world's largest debtor: It came to power, he de-
buys far more than it sells so more; and the
that other countries In one risk-takers
form or another, ve 10 | poloved folklore of
provide credit. To keep the |cqpiealist economics, moved in.
American economy In gear,|a text-book  free-market
Reagan had to spend massively | seygloped as S & Ls were used
on defence thus providing {to  fund  property-market
guarenteed profits o the |peoylation on the back of the
‘"L":“ Sector :IL?I i:“"“l: oil boom in the southern states
SRCHRE. . MOSNTe ould | guring  the early eightles.
otherwiss go bust. To do this |Whole mini-cities Twste' bullt,
without directly ralsing taxes | fortunes were made, until
in America, be had to borrow | seople began to realise that
massively, mostly  1apanese|.,.o0e gotually wanted or
money. This means that BOt|.ou4 afford to buy all the
only the country as a whole|.,y office blocks, hotels etc
but also the government itself |soe nad been bullt at the
Is massively in debt, spending peight of the boom. Massive
far more (9200 billion more) | goonomic resources had been
than it ralses In taxes and poured into unproductive
other forms of revenus, being|i,vestments (the buildings no-

worked fine untll the
when Congress began de=

[rnaiio]
National Conmittee.

Yeash, well, while we thank-
fully have even less In
camon with these old
'Stalinist’ dribblers than
they have, this was not
exactly the ‘'stomming of
the Winter Palace' was it?
Sounded more |lke the type
of operation that might
have been mounted by the
late lamented "Wolfy Smith'
end the Tooting Popular
Front.

"FOMR TO THE PHOPLE"

rather than Into areas of the
economy which needed them -
which In part accounts for the
emergence of recession In the
US today.

Speculation had taken place on
the assumption, enshrined In
the doctrines of the free-
market ideclogists, that there
are no obstacles to ecomomic
growth, that markets impose
their own discipline and cannot

over=supply etc. Ia short, am
enormous  speculative  bubble
developed and burst precisely
as the boom and slump
mochanism described by Marz
over & hundred years ago
predicts. The greatest fear of

all Is that the sudden exposure
of the § 6 Ls may extend to
banks, insurance companies and
pension funds  which also
invested heavily in real estate
during the elghties. If thet
happened the entire economy
of the US would literally
collapse. That's why the
government Is not saying, let
the markets sort out thelr own
mess. Whatever they say for

CFGB(The Leninist),july 29 1990

ORDER Your

T-SHIRTS

of
require constast Intervem

on a massive scale If they are)
sot to lead to complotel
ca It Is strange to
relate that the two countries
that took free-market theorles
and deregulation seriously, the
US and Britain should also be
the two on the edge of
recession and facing emormous
deficits In their balance of
payments le8s the two!
economles from which people
are increasingly choosing not
to buy In the ‘'free' world
market. Productivity In
Germany and Japan, both
statist economies at home and
free-marketeers sbroad, s
rising at rates far higher than
those In the US or Britain.
With capitalist symbols such as
Donald Trump on their way to

the benkruptcy courts, expec
a new school of bourgeol
economics to emerge

caught between the need foflgng wanted to live or work in)

god of Eightles capl
triumphalism. Sttty

the Poll Tex is gaining a new momentum
country. With the Issuing of summonses to
ncils to obtein Hability orders, non-payers are
rom a relatively passive position of withholding
staging sporadic demonstrations against the tax,
into a stage in which they are actively opposing the counoils
In the courts (thelr home ground) and in the community (our
home ground). Although sny movement of the scope and
character of the Anti-Poll Tax Union movement can expect
to receive a number of setbacks it Is still the case that their
problems are far greater than those that we face.

In the courts, the council have a very limited amount of time
in which to obtain the liability orders they need in order to
impose sanctions on non-payers. In a recent local case a
man succeeded In prolonging his defence for 21 hoursl Given
that councils generally bave no more than a few days of
alternoons to hear thousands of cases, it is obvious that they
have a tough job on their hands if local Anti=poll Tax Unions
organise sufficient people to turm up in person and prevent
their cases from being rubber-stamped.

Where counclls do obtain liability orders, they can proceed to
deduct money from wages or income support (not pensions or
other types of bemefit). There are signs that unions are
beginning to take a stand of behalf of their members
threatened with wage arrestment. It Is vital that unions are
pressured in this way to protect the Interests of their
The il's other option, the one they are

currently most likely to adopt, is to send in the balliffs.
Anti=Poll Tex Unilons have a vital role to play here In
ing the intimidatory effect that the threat of the
bailiffs bas foz many people. There are in fact only 1,000
bailiffs in England and Wales, so they are liable to find their
resources considerably over-stretched. And unlike Scotland,
bailiffs here do not have any power to force enmtry into a
person's home in emy circumstances, If you do not let them
in, they cannot get in, no matter how many times they may
return. where bailiffs are being used, it must be
that these people are no better than thieves and

muggers and must be treated by activists and the community
#s such. When they go about their business of harassing and
Intimidating working class people, they must be made to know
that the harassment and intimidation is not going to be one
way. All. activists should be organising now in thelr own
areas to ensure that this is the case. Many people who have
to this point merely been In sympathy with the Anti-Poll Tax
movement will be willing to become more actively involved
as they see direct assaults on thelr neighbours, relatives and
friends homes being carried on In front of them. The
potential to bulld active resistence to these contemptible
collaborators of the Thatcher government and to bulld popular
support for bailiff-busting activites and consequently the work

it

and alms of the Anti-poll Tax movement generally, Is
ONOr Mous.
Beyond that, anti-poll tax activists can alert their

communities to the Inevitable cuts In services and jobs If the
poll tax continves In place. For If the poll tax conatinues
even In s ramshackle and crippled form, it remalns a perfact
vehicle for achieving the central purpose of the government
in introducing it = the destruction of local government
sutonomy and services. It has to be realised that it is not
the purpose of the government to make local government
work more effectively or more cheaply. It ls their purposs
to destroy the services that the councils at preseat provide -
and this can be achieved whether or sot the Poll Tax proves
iworkable' in the terms of local authority Finance Officers.
If the poll tax did prove ‘workable' (say a 80-85% czollection
rate), it is designed to force local authorities In successive
years to either put up the poll tax to unrealistic and
unpopular levels as the government steadily reduces the
amount contributed to local finance from central funds, or, 85
will be the case, to cut local services and jobs to the point
where they virically cease to exist. But on the other hand,
If local authoritias get a proportion of the money they need
(say 80 or even 80%), but are unable to collect the rest,
which councils themselves would regard as proof of its beine
tynworkable’, there Is a great danger that they will still be
compelled by central government to drastically reduce the
level of services and jobs they provide. Either way, the
result will be much the same., The only option open to
ordinary people in this country If they wish to maintaln the
system of local authority educatlon, housing and welfare that
most of us have grown up with, Is to defeat the poll tax

in the shortest possible time. That means making
sure that they don't get the money and that counclls grind to
a total halt forcing this government or the next one to
|ntroduce an alternative system of local finance immediately.
The poll tax !s the most ambitious and oppressive measure
the Tories have yet passed. It has not unexpectedly also
aroused the most widespread and organised opposition. We
must do our utmost to ensure that this opposition Is as
effectively organised as possible at every stage. WE'RE NOT
PAYINGH

Bailiffs being confronted on their own door-step by
anti poll tax protestors,a neat role reversal .The bail-
Iff is the slimy looking bastard on the right.
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evils of Thatcherism.

He was very keen to play up
the age-old 'conspirscy theory'
except that bhe pinpointed
those most likely to subvert
democracy @s those at the
centre of the establishment.

|everything to

y

do with placiag
& 8py on every street that
would provide a steady flow of
low-grade Info and gossip to
the Special Branch that could
be used at a later date agalnst
those who become its political
opponents.

He also spoke about his
involvement In the dirty tricks
dapartment while based in N.
Ireland and explained many of
the ways that outrages are
committed and covered up in
the name of the British public.
One such example was that
young boys In Childrens Homes
in N. lreland who had recelved

He cited many examples of |anal injuries while being
what be called “the Dbiggest|gbused by British N, Ireland
threat to y" such @s|mi were sent o
the fact that the whole of | Musgrave Park Military
M15's 'F' branch has been|Hospital so that they could be
turned from watching the (treated under the Official
activities of the Soviets to|Secrets Act.

watching the British left and
TU movement. He spoke of an
Increasing number of army
officers who had confided in
him that they were deeply
worried that the army was
becoming far too politizal, and
that many of these officers
and policemen had called at
his house in the middle of the
night with lssues that they felt
should be exposed in the public
interest but were too afrald
to do so themselves because
they were {rightened that
they'd suffer the same fate as
Holroyd himself. Holroyd also

But the example he gave that
has the most relevance to the
maln part of this article,
concerned the activities of the
SAS. He sald that many of
the SAS soldlers who had been
injured while engaging the IRA
in the border areas of N.
Ireland and the 26 counties
were pald off to keep quiet so
that many incidents could be
covered up. Now, with their
injuries getting worse and the
money running out, Holroyd
claimed that a number of
them were now prepared
blow the gaff'. Read Ofewew.

DEATHSQUAD AMBUSHED

It has been reported in the
British press that 2 members
of the 1st Battalion Royal
Green Jackets, Darren Parfitt
(22) and Richard Donkin (18)
died of self-Inflicted gunshot
wounds at their base at
Mercer Barracks, Osnabruck,
W. Germany on 8th and § th
April.

Strange you would think,
except for the fact that om
Saturday March 24th the IRA
claimed that they had shot
dead 2 undercover British
offlcers in Cappagh village, N.
Ireland, a claim [flatly denled
by the British authorities. The
connection? This has come
hot on the heels of an
sdmission by former Parachute
Battalion commander Brigadier
Peter Morton, in his receatly
released book, that the death
of an army private in South
Armagh In 1878 by an IRA
landmine was not disclosed.
This has only served to
confirm publicly what
Republicans and many other
followars of Irish affairs have
always stated as fact, that the
deaths of British soldiers (and
especially the deaths of
undercover operatives, the SAS
ete) at the bands of the IRA
are often covered up by
claiming that they were the
victims of car orashes or
accidents while stationed In
Germany. The IRA In Co.
Tyrone have ‘turned what
appears to be a large scale

and  dellvering

crushing blow to army morale
in the 6 counties. Despite
repeated  denlals by the
suthorities that there were any
fatalities and an elaborate
cover-up plan belng put Into
sction, many local people in
the village have approached
reporters and recounted storles
that have corroborated the
IRA's version of events.

The IRA have stated that the
killings were the culmination
of a 3§ week long operation
which had begun when
members of an IRA unit who
bad taken an XR31 for use In
a future operation felt that
the car was under survelllance
and that In fact It was
probably bugged. The IRA In
tum put a large scale
survelllance operation  Into
practice and it came to light
that there were 8 cars of 2
man undercover teams In the
area. When this was revealed
the IRA et about planning
how to "take out' at least one
of these teams. The arrival
of DMSU detachments into the
area pointed to the fact that
the army was about to excute
a number of IRA personnel in
2 'shoot to Kkill' type
massacre, The IRA In tum
deployed 14 of thelr volunteers
in the asrea and sent out a
nsumber of decoy vehicles In a
game of cat and mouse with
the army. One of the military
vehicles was eventually lured
into the area of the XR3
which had been hidden. The
decoy vehicle slipped away and
was lost by the army vehicle

definitely faced imprisonment,
some possibly recelving long
sentences.

Morrow claims that here In
Britain, Rescue are "committed
to non-violent direct action"
which reeks of sheer hypocrisy.
Although they have yet to
carry out [firebombings of
clinics some of their tactics
have been heavily influenced
by their Amaerican counter-
parts. They f[reqg c...j oarry
out blockades of ¢ inlcs where
they .verbally abuse women

your children with the blood of
dead bables® and “"mummy
don't kil me", obviously

who have made @

are held aloft and are given
out at the clinic's entrance in
attempt to make the
feel guilty about
Although they
quick to deny It,
Rescue activists have

attempts to ocoupy

recently along
activist Morris Lewes o h

(s Volkswagen Passat) which
then circled the village. As it
drove out of the village it wes
tailed by 3 IRA volanteers
armed with assault rifles In
the XR3l. As they cleared the
last of the houses, one of the
volunteers emerged through the
sun roof and opened [lre,
killing the soldler in the
passenger seat and wounding
the driver, causing their car to
crash. The voluntesrs then
pulled alongside the army
vebicle and continued to fire
iato It. However, unksown to
the IRA, other British units
had dug in previously and had
now opened fire; realising the
situation they were In the
volunteers made good their
getaway, Heavy fire was still
being directed at the
abandoned XR31 observed by
local people and IRA
volunteers positioned In the
village. Minutes after the IRA
unit had withdrawn, 2 military
cars showed up at the scens
and Immediately came under
fire from thelr own personnel,
wounding one of them. Less
than a minute later [further
army units showed up and the
shooting at last stopped. Thke
troops had been shooting wildly
for a full 5 minutes at both
nothing and each other.

A cordon was thrown around a
five mile radius, but all the
volunteers escaped. Local
people were taunted, "two of
your provo bastards are lying
dead up there on the street”
by a soldier who had obviously

by | Vincent Grimes, has repeatedly

however, Is far from reality.
When they've beea given half
@ chance they have handed out
leaflets, verbally abused
women and one activist,

been caught lurking
grounds waiting for
entering the clinlc.
case, thelr very presemce Is
extremely distressing for
women and an Infringment on
their right to have an
abortion.

In Brixton the rescue pickets
have met continuous militant
resistance to their presence.
At first those opposing Rescue
had already taken position and
despite sttempts to move them
on no real success could be

in the
women
In any

] .

bigots.
naumbers and It is belleved that

entering using emotive phrases
such as "murderer”, "you feed

causing great distress for the

Morrow's
also
carried out physical assaults on
women and staff of clinies In
them,
to | Morrow himself was arrested
with Rescue

not realised the true outcome

foreseen, Ideally there should they were planning to attack
and occupy the clinlc.

It Is doubtful whether Rescue
have ever met opposition in
this form and It has been
reported back to us that
Rescue activists around the
country think that a ‘'riot'
occurs every Saturday morning
in Brizxton on the route they
take to the olinic. It Is
certalnly true that some
Rescue activists have turned
up for a couple of weeks, seen
the opposition, and haven't
been seen at the clinic again.
Again, they deny having any
links with extreme right-wing
organisations but on one
accaslon 2 'heavies' turned up,
presumably to protect the
rescus  activists from the
opposition who we identified as
belng from Patrick Harr-
Ington's Third way organisation
(ex National Front Political
Soldiers). This did not come
as any surprise to us as In
America, Rescue have been
Infiltrated by fascists including

be no-one outside the clinic at
all so an obvious step to
try and stop Rescue reaching
the clinic Instead of turning up
whan they were already there.
Members of Red Action, Direct
Action Movemen Workers

of the gun battlel The|unmarked vehicle came under
imm te area was sealed off|fire In the village of Cappagh.
for 4 hours. There were Injurles but no

A number of local people have
claimed to have seen the 2
cars speeding through the
village and hearing continued
gunfire. Quoted In the Irish
News one of them had
watched from Cappagh's hlill,
100 yards away, and said, "no
doubt ambout It, there wete
lifeless bodles lying at the
scene for some considerable
time". At night, another man

fatalities.”
To Red Action the truth Is
quite clear, that the IRA have
executed undercover British
troops and that the authorities
have put their lie machine Into
top gear to protect the
mythical reputation of the SAS
as Invincible supermen. So
here's a tip next time there
are reports of a gun battle in
the countryside of N. Ireland

The 'quality' of propaganda produced by the 'Pro-Life’

the in | Power,

extreme for | locality We have met a degree of
Operation 8 | woeks, E particularly from the
are (have been SWP, of our tactics because of
omen | most " the often physical nature of
whilst |each  Saturday, just before | the confrontations. The SWP
i Originated In by a place |Rescue descend on clinic, |believe that the best strategy
|l "born _again’ Terry not be |Before they get to clinic [t0 use would be to bulld wp
Randell, their actions would |they are oconfronted and an |Support through local trade
‘ Swion, - attenpe s made to stop them [unions, work pleces and the
» patients, have Rescue |gotting any further by forcing [cOmmunity with a view to
included verbal harassment, Ralelgh [them around corners or on to |moblising an even larger
intimidation, occupations ton. [the other side of the road |counter demonstration picket
clinics and physical attacks.| Every Saturday a |whereupon they decide to play |against rescue. How-ever,
Rescuo In the USA has also|group of Rescue with the traffic! On one |what real good would this
been | In  the| varying 'la numbers from occasion we managed to delay [8ction do? 1 sincerely doubt
firebom 15 converge om the clinic from reaching the |if It would stop Rescue turning
Britain | begin to "pray for the for about | an hour [up. In Stockport these tactics
tio | dead bables”. At first these tactics and ft |were adopted to no real
group of religlous would have been longer If one |positive effect - Rescue still
kneeling down oo the pavement |of them hadn't broken away |picket the clinic, the SWP still
a8 | clutching their rosary beads |and That | plcket Rescue. Who wins?
bardly seems to be a threat orlda Rescue do because they still

cause for concern. This YT, y
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retain thelr presence outside
the clinic. At an SWP branch
meeting one member suggested
that Rescue should be moved
on to the opposite side of the

road while the counter-
demonstration stand outside
the clinicl This Is an
absolutely ludicrous idea and It

just goes to show that the
SWP have moved away [rom
being a revolutionary party. It

must be stressed again that
ideally mo-ome should be
outside the clinlc and that

includes anti-abortionists and
pro-abortionists.

At a recent public meeting
which was attended by a
variety of groups on the left
and Individuals, there was
some discussion on how to
proceed with the campaign
against Rescue, A march
through Brixton was suggested
and It is a way of drawing the
attention of the public to the
problem. However we belleve
a 2 avenue approach s the

best way forward, using the
media, public meetings and
demonstrations whilst

continuing the, more physical
method of trying to stop them
getting to the clinic. This
strategy worked well last year
in AFA's campalgn against
fascist shops In London's West
End and could have positive

results In the fight against
Rescue. The people who have
been opposing  Rescue in
Brixton have launched the

Clinic Defence Campalgn. I
anyone wishes to contact the
CDC or If anyone has any
Information about Rescue In
thelr area, write to the Clinic
Defence Campaign c/o thie Red
Action BM Box no.

watched the scene, made|that is not spread over the

visible by large army [tablolds the next day with

floodlights through a palr of |gioating headlines like 'SAS All  signed articles are
binoculsrs and stated that,|heroes kill IRA murderers'; | that persons own view,and
after the car was towed from|check the small print for may not mecessarily reflect
the ditch he saw a soldier|mysterious army hang-gliding Red Action decided policy.
stagger "from side to side” |fatalities abroadil!

apparently distraught at

"whatever he had seen", "I

could see It with the big

lights" he said.

“He went down on his hands

and knees with his bhead In his

hands mod they just left him

slone for a while. Everybody

around here s certaln that

soldiers were killed and that

reason”, Mr Ed Moloney of
the Sunday Tribune and the
first of the media to question
the army's version of events,
"What 1is clear is that
is a direct conflict
between what eyewitnesses say
what happened and the official
sccount”. In the Irish Times
report, the RUC denled that
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Joybody had either been killed
or wounded, but have since
conceded” that a “routine

S.F.

Counci | lor Martin McCaughey has l
lowing unfounded media speculation which has
his name to the ambush of SAS in Cappagh.-AP/RN, 16.8.90.
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