WHY BE

WE AR

The recent general election
with the triumphant return
of the Tories yet again, will
have left many socialists
deeply despondent. How s
it that a government so bla
tantly anti-cClass can become
seemingly  impregnable 7
on earth do many

who in the long run
have little to gain and every-
thing to lose from Toryism,
still go out and vote for it ?
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EFFECTS

An obvious
course, Is
that
wOrse

answer
that

this
don"t
they are going
ofl. So far, the
fories have been very suctes-
ful in limiting the worst ef-
fects of their policies to only
certain sections of dociety,
The  unemployed, those on
very low wuges or dependant
on benefit, these people are
well enough aware of how
much worse off they are be-
cause of Tory policies, but
there are many others who
have not ver felt the full ef
fact of them, and may well
consider themselves (¢

better off becuause of them,

they
rease

to be

b

For instance those people
who are looking to buy their
council house, They may well
be celebrating Thatcher's re
turn, They might not be quite

s0 happy If her government
manages to force down wage
levels to a point where they
can't afford their mortgage

though, Then take things
like cuts In the Health Ser

vice, People here and read
about these, but they don't
really take a lot of notice,
beCause most people are not

ill very often. It's only when
they i, most of
us do at some time, and then
find that they're going to die

do get as

because the treatment they
need IS not available because
of the cuts, as will certainly

happen to some, that the real
significance of it comes home

And so one factor In the
triumph of Toryism, is

ple's lack of awareness as to
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A Fair enough message, but will It get through |
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On the weekend of August, as in previous Au

gusts, Red Action members and supporters will be travelling
to Belfast to participate in the annual anti-internment dem
opstration. This s held (o commemorate the night 16 years
ago, when the British Army asrrested and imprisoned without
charge ar trial, noearly 400 people, on the grounds that they
were SUSPECTED of being involved in Republican activities,
During the months that these people were held in custody,
many of them were subjected to brutal tortures, including
being subjected to sevage beatings, as well as more sophisti
cated forms, such as being subjected to electrome “whits
noise”,
For all of us In Red Action, the trip to Belfast is one of
the most politically worthwhile events of the year, The ox
! . perience of actually seeing the level of oppression which the
{ . British state is capable of Implementing when it feels it net
» . essary, tells someone more about the real nature of that
Kinnock, Hattersley and other 1""“"{:‘1 Labour figures, seem te]mmd more time attacking other socialists state, than reading a hundred books or attending a hundred
: an they do attacking the ?:lun. _ meetings ever could, It is also a truely moving and inspiring
the true nature of it. But  stead of trying to capitalise quite possible to win large experience, to witness the fontastic courage and resistance
why are they so unaware ? on this sympathy "”"? turn it scale support for the sort of of the nationalist people in the fuce of this oppression.
A g“”d dvui of It 5 to dr. e “ng"r “.'Hh th" ey 8oV k,'.h.at‘_ u:\u‘.'].“ r"]f‘“"!.‘“‘ ,..ihl We :~lrnm{!_\- urge :l“ of  our '.I.i11|_lnl[t'['-- L 4] du their best to
with the ceaseless Tory bias €rnment, instead of throwing e¢xtremist, and that the real ?
| . he hole  weight o ‘ reason for the opposition of try and attend this trip, as it will quite simply be the most
in the vast majority of the the Wh 18 { their wlitically educative thing they have ever done, and i the e
press and media, but just as Support behind the disputes S0 many leading Labour fig- {'-rl !I]‘-’Il th e who have ,-.., " I .-I‘-”I- thi
significant as this, and per and using them to lsunch an ures to these ”"'_""' B Mok T” L:. [.-’ .,r|l..< of ;I|‘..I H';‘ st '.‘.;!{H ;‘[;I,.w,l \::“ i e
haps even more so, has been attock on the Tories for s0 much the public's rejection & ; ' N b il s
the abject failure of the Lg- thelr acceptance of unemploy of them as their own, Whilst in Belfast, we will be staying with Republi
bour Party to totally oppose ment, their use of the police vists, The fare s not cheap, ranging from about £40 retur
fory ideology, expose |;”1.,|, force as a virtual llI!\':ll[f' Gr NO ALTERNATIVE by coach, up to about £80 by plane, The advantage with the
“,[’1.11 it is, and present a MY -u.f strike-breakers etc, the Mhin | i3 4he veat | crir ol the Pl-'“'l" 1\" that ”. 15 "-f’l' h 'J"il'?:lf .-lfl" -'f. -If' '-\I '-’". 50
clear and definite alternative majority ol leading flgures - E miss less time off work., Whicheve WRY You go, it j 1
to it. in the Labour Party seemed Matter, and the "';’[ FESON B well spent. If vou think that vou might be interested, thes
to be more concerned with for the Labour Party's fallure write to the Red Action box msmber as soon il
to build an effective oppost- :
MISSED OPPORTUNITIES joining in with the Tories in Lo 1 e Ul ]
criticising the strikers for MOn 9 i sy ‘Hmll.
W : lv, the only real alternative
lime and time again in re their .xuppu\-l't! violence, .“! to: Tory Ideds, afe clear un-
i 'H‘II.I Mo S beew She o -hl]h;nl hl- g r! h-l[.:'ﬂ. compromising militant soCla-
Labour Party Jeadership total- of 1“;‘_ s vl Mt"r "9 list ones, However the vast
¥y miss their opportunity to i dlo e b 2, B majority of leading Labour
lsunch what could have turned When you look at examples  figyres will never support
out to be @ very damaging such as this, and take them these ideas, because quite
attack -:r-'lhl‘ Tories, During alongside the ceaseless at imply, they are not militant
the miner's and printers dis tacks upon the Militant Tend- soclalists but reformists.
putes I{.-r instance. In both  ancy which leading Labour halr aim is oot to vy and
of these there was a good figures have been engaged In abolish the capitalist system
deal of public sympathy with recently, you might be forgiv Ny it Ilr:h--Tli.ll.n-u‘t Sl 1t
the EFANGES; due i th‘- [.“I en I”r .‘“”‘.“’dl”g Thll{ thl..’ and try and make it & litele
that they were striking not seem more concerned  with bit more humane [some hope)
for personal [(inanclal gain, attacking the left wing than .
but to Tight against redun- they are the right, And so, unwilling to align
dancies ind  unemployment, themselves with the only real
a cause which most working EXTREMISM alternative to Tory ideology,
class peaple are  strongly they end up becoming little
sympathetic too, However in- The reason for this they MmMore than & dissident voice
- . tell us, Is that thev have to within it. Instead of present
' be seen to oppose "extreme” I8 Clear alternatives to Tory “greatest irony of all, the fact &  revolutionary  soCialists,
left wing ideas if they want Policies, they end up offering hat the constant selling out hey would certainly be se
to have any chance of being little more than watered down apd compromising by so many by most people as !_" g on
elected, as the British public ©f re-packaged versions of [abour figures, doesn't even :i;‘ s Mo g llh.. e
will never support such idess, the same themselves, It can  achieve it's intended aim  that they were still elected
But is this really the case ? D€ 0o great suprise, that anyway. It just mekes them 0 spite of this, and in spite
Several figures often attacked faced with a choice between appear un-principléd and un- ©f the campaign of smears
for being "extreme" or "loony on one hand, a party which commited to their politics, that they have all r'm;[ 0 &N
left" - for example Bernie has a clear unambiguous poli- which is exactly what they dure, totally dispels the myth
Gramt and Ken Livingstone tical ideology, to which it is are, that it i impossible to win
had Jittle trouble getting totally and unashamedly com- foe: Fetbhitioniiy Suciidbice I-irlw- ale “”'"'_'I‘ ;r I"_"'j'
themselves elected, and up mited - as the Tories are the only hesrtening thing e :‘“‘_'"‘““:I ideas. }'w""’“'
and down the country, several and another which claims to abiit EhE alncritm.: tak the qqur’ Clearly 'th"[[_ ["_' “ I.
Militant Tendency candidates oppose them, but seems Inca- o o™ TR T e t0 ‘Degin 9 fight back "“""";
were returned with vastly in-  pable of presenting any clear Lol al G d fory ideas, Is not to be
creased majorities, : and positive alternative, so lv_“g?l“:".'d S i;n ashamed of socialist politics
i many people choose the for- seve “3_ eading militant Tig-  and run away from them, but
Results such as these would heeheugilly A perhaps  the ures, Even though we would o shout them out loud and

suggest that It Is in fact not perhaps see these people




Over the
young people

racial minority groups, It tells the story of how

few weeks, the Half Moon ™Y ~.
theatre in London, have been Ll
touring schools In the East End of the city,
performing a play which tells the story of a
family of four - parents and two young children

2P

who lived in & state which persecuted gﬂ‘%

these unfortunate people, who had commited
no crime other than being in this certain coun-
try, spent months in hiding from the police,
their eventual capture, end their expuision to
the country of the parents origin, even though
the two young children, a boy of eight and a \
girl of six had both been born in the country A
in which these events occured, and had never &

even seen the country they were being sent to.

TRUE PICTURE

Not a particularly unique
story you may think. Plenty
of similar ones have emerged
for example, from the Nazi
period, the best known prob-
ably being the story told
in the disry of Anna Frank.
However what might suprise
some people a bit sbout this
story is that the events des-
cribed In it did not occur
during the Nazi neriod or any
other comparable dark period
in human historv, They hap-
pened  just three years ago
in this country to the Hasbu-
dack family, and are no
doubt still occuring every day
to other families of African
and Asian origin. It is only
when  Immigration Controls
as they are practiced in this
country today are put into
this sort of context, that you
begin to get a true picture
of the nature of them and
the effect which they have
on people's lives,

NECESSITY ?
For people in this

country including a great
many who would not for one

most

minute  describe  themselves
as racist - Immigration Con-
trols are necessary. They

have to exist in order to curb
the massive numbers of peo
ple from Third World coun-
tries, who are desperate Lo
get into this country in order
to avail themselves of the
marvelously superior standards
of living and services here,

The more liberal minded
will tell you that whilst of
course they have nothing per-
sonal against these people,
what with the unemployment
and housing situation being
what it Is, there is just sim-
ply no room for them here,
i they were to be allowed
in, taking jobs and houses
which are already in desper
ately short supply, it would
just cause resentment, The
commited racist, with charat-
teristic intelligence, will
probably try and somehow ex-

plain how as well as taking

asll of the jobs and houses,

immigrants are also all on

the dole and living twenty
to & room as well,
IMAGE

But the image of hordes

of foreigners wanting to get
into the country Is one that
most people accept, and this
is not really suprising since
there are many influential
forces in our society which
do all that they can to main-
tain and foster this image,
Witness for example the re-
marks made by Margaret
Thatcher a couple of years
ago, when she spoke of being
“rather afraid of being swam-

b

A O
\'.".‘

L 4

'i}
F

ped by an allen culture® ”

the carefully chosen and rea-
sonable language might be far
removed from the hysterical
rantings of National Front
News, but the message is
basically the same Then
there were the front page
outbursts in the press, which
greeted the news that a few
hundred stricken and helpless
"boat people” were to be
given refuge in this country.
More recently, we had the
example of the hysterical
reaction of the media to the
fact that a few hundred peo-
ple from African and Asian
countries, tried to enter this
country the day before new
restrictions on travel between
their countries and this one
came Into operation, as |f
this was somehow further
proof of the existence of
these would be |Invading
hordes,

There are countless other
examples to show the way
in which this image is created
and re-inforced, and yet any
objective study of the facts
would show that it is in fact

a total myth, It would show
for example that in every
year since 1964 and that
includes  several years in

which the present Immigration
Controls were not in force,-
more people left this country
than entered it to lve, and
that includes the tiny insigni-
ficamt number who entered
it "illegally", Why is it then
that certain parties go to
such pains in order to try and
maintain this myth 7

JUSTIFICATION

Firstly it's because the
existence of the myth justi-
fies in advance the measures

taken to thwart it, In a sup-
posedly  "civilised" country
like Britain, if people weren't

convinced of the need for
some sort of forte to stem
potential  invasion, it would
be a lot more difficult for

the state to justify the cruel
and inhuman measures it Car-
ries out supposedly in pursu
ance of this aim. In much the
same way, people accept the
existence of the Prevention
of Terrorism Act, which al-
lows the Hritish state to car-
ry out the sort of measures
normally more associated with
states such as South Africa,
as necessary In order to de-
feat terrorism, even though
in the vast majority of coses,
it is used not against those
involved in the armed Repub
Hean struggle, but simply to
harass and persecute ordinary

Irish  civilans, And so then,
if Immigration Controls don't
in fact exist to thwart a po-

invasion because |t
- what are their

tential
doesn't exist
real purpose.
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There are a pnumber of rea-
sons,  Firstly, Immigration
Controls are very useful to
the capitalist system. They
Can act a8s a regulator on the
workforce, sllowing for exam-
ple large numbers of people
from under-developed coun-
trles to be allowed and en-
couraged to come here when
they are needed as source
of cheap labour - as happened
in this country during the fif-
tles and early sixties - whilst
retaining the power to stop
and if necessary reverse this
flow should economic require-
ments change.

RACISM

Another resson why the
capitalist class try to encour-
age and strengthen the myths
about immigration, is because

such images strengthen and
bolster racism, and racism
is something that s very

useful to them, It keeps the
waorking class divided, blaming
each other for the social and
econamic problems they face,
instead of directing their
anger to where the blame
really lays, with the capita-
list system,

If people can be convinced
that the presence of immi-
gramts is the reason that
many people are homeless or

live in sub-standard housing,
then |t stops  them asking
guestions about the tens of

thousands of empty properties
left permanently unused and
idle, the second, third, fourth
and even tenth homes of the
wealthy, It stops them asking
why 1t Is that bullding plant
and materials lay about un-
used, and hundreds of thous-
ands of building workers sign
on the dole, when they could

be  cCreating  decent  housing
for everyone. Similarly if
they are busy blaming immi-

grants for unemployment, then
they don't stop to think that

it isn't the immigrant com-
munity who make people re-
dundant and leave thousands
of factories and workplaces
standing idle, No It is the
capitalist class who are res
ponsible for these things, the

same capitalist class who try
s0 hard to use their influence
to further the myths that
exist about  Immigration It
is not hard to see why,

ALL A MYTH
There are no masses and
masses of would be immi-

grants wanting to overun our
country, Of course there will
always be people  who
want to leave the particular
country they happen to be
living in and go to another.
And as they leave one coun-

some

try, so others will be leaving
the one

they will be Roing

the wite at Heath Adr-
m‘;‘“ mim El:ntn. ttuwr!m:-nti;w
Camp 7) for suspected {llegal ismigrants,

HOW CAN ANY SOCIETY WHICH ALLOWS SCENES SUCH AS THESE TO OCCUR,
ATTEMPT TO DESCRIBE ITSELF AS CIVILISED ?
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NISING TO FIGHT IN]

USTICE,

to. Of course there will be
spells. when more people are
entering some countries than
there are leaving - exactly
as there will also be times
when more are leaving than
entering. But why should this
be detrimental to the soclal
system of that country ?
More peopls doesn't only
mean more people to consume
a8 country's wealth and servi-
ces, it also means more peo-
ple capable of helping to cre-
ate it, and given that with
modern technology an Individ-
ual is capable of producing
far more than he/she can
consume, that should be a
bonus to society,

Unemployment, lack of de-
cent housing and services,
these things are not linked
to the level of population in
our society, They are caused
by the capitalist economic
system., They were even
worse during the 30s, when
there was hardly any Immi-
gration into this country and
the population was just over
half what it Is now, and as
long as we live under a capi-
talist system they will still
exist, whether there are 50
million people in this country
or 150 million, irrespective
of what colour their skin Is
or what language they speak,
To try snd blame one section
of the community for these
things just because they hap-

pen to have entered the
country recently, I15 no more
logical than it is to blame

for Instance, those with large
families,

NO JUSTIFICATION

There is no moral or eco-
nomic  justification for Immi-
gration Controls at all. But
of course, a force of repres-
once established has to
justify it's existence,
that is why we witness
the disgusting spectacle of
Her  Majesty's  Immigration
Officers, in the absence of
anything better to do, perse-
cuting the likes of the Hasbuy-

sion,
then
And

dack fomily, It s @& sight
which has no place whatso-
ever, in any society which

has any pretentions to descri-
bing itself as civilised,

By Graham Jackson

It is sometimes difficult for even the most cynical observ-
rs to appreciste the extent of the hypocrisy and ruthlessness

ployed by "democratic® and "liberal" governments, The re-
pent revelation of the Tories plan to intern coloured immi-
grents on & second-hand "Herald of Free Enterprise” type fer-
ry, or the cold blooded return of the Tamil refugees to the
Srl Lankan government that massacres and imprisons them,
makes the Thatcherite rhetoric about human rights look pret-
ty sick. But then the actions of the governments of the free-
dom loving countries of the west have always been a truer
indication of their policies than their propaganda, particularly
in matters of racial concern,

Above all, the attitude of the memems of European
countries and the United States to Hitler's persecution of the
Jews should never be forgotten, especially in view of the post
war propaganda about allied war aims,

NAZI CAMPAIGN

Beginning in 1933, the Nazi campaeign against Jews was
steadily intensified, notably by the Nuremburg Laws of 1935,
whereby Jews were denied access to public life and office,
membership of professions, and were subjected to state-spon-
sored attacks by armed gangs Including the police, The con-
centration camps of Buchenwald and Sachsenhausen were filled
with Jewish Inmates. When Hitler invaded Austria in 1938,
deportation of Austrian Jews to another conCentration camp
at Dachau began immediately.

In response to the overwhelming humanitarian pressure
exerted by the plight of Germany's Jewish population attemp-
ting to flee Nazi terror, a conference of 32 leading nations
including Britain and the United States, was held at Evian
in Switzerland in July 1938, Despite verbal expressions of
sympathy, not a single participant country was prepared to
relax the strict quota systems restricting the numbers of
Jewish immigrants, On the day the conference ended, a Ger-
man newspaper gloated "Jews for sale. Who wants them ?
No one," The refusal of the conference to take any form of
action In protest sgainst the Nazi's savage repression of a
helpless community, gave an unmistakeable sign to Hitler that
persecution could proteed with even greater ferocity. New
laws were quickly passed. Henceforth Jews were forbidden
to own property and had to sell all that they had, synagogues
were destroyed, and Buchenwald and Sachsenhausen were en-
larged to cope with still greater numbers of Jewish internees.

POLICIES FORETOLD

These events clearly foretold the eventual policies of de-
portation and extermination that were to operate during World
War Two. Yet in October 1938, the French government speak-
ing on behalf of all the nations represented at Evian, infor-
med the Nazis,

"None of the states would dispute the absolute right of the
German government, to take with regard to certain of it's
citizens such measures as are within it's sovereign powers,"

This spells out as clearly as possible, the basic attitude of
the western democracies to the terrible sufferings endured
by the Jewish people. As long as the Nazis did nothing to
directly threaten the commercial or imperial interests of
other major powers, they were free to practice whatever
barbarities they chose on elements of their own population.
Almost incredibly, this same cynical attitude persisted after
the war, Hundreds of Nazi war criminals, including known or-
ganisers of mass killings, were encouraged by the allied
authorities to pursuée respectable careers, and where they
posessed exceptional expertise even to work directly for the
allied governments themselves,

IDENTICAL ATTITUDE

An identical attitude of indifference to the sufferings of
oppressed people, has existed for decades in relation to the
black pecple of South Africa, to take just one example, and
is seen today in the handling of the Tamils, Naturally the
only countries not assumed to have "absolute right" over their
aown populations, and who are therefore subject to lectures
on human rights from the likes of Thatcher, are those with
Communist governments, When bloodthirsty regimes of the
right practice their policies of terror and repression, they are
respectfully considered to be only minding their own business,

THROUGH THE

Red Action

| have read your
paper several times, and can
identify with a lot of things
you say, But unfortunately,
in  today's present climate,
the excellent ideas that you
have will only reach & small
audience, The system will al-

ways stay intact as long as
people go for change in the
Parilamentary  way through

putting pressure on M.P.s etc
Concessions are for slaves,

A real change will only
come about when the working
Class is able to organise inde-
pendently, and this means
making people have no con-
nection with the police or any
other representitives of the
state, In the six counties of
Northern Ireland, if anyone
has a quarrel with anyone
else, matters are settled
amongst the people, You can-
not go to the police as they
are seen for what they are,
the representitives of the
system,

We have already seen how
afraid the state s when large
numbers of people withdraw
their support for the police,
If the same thing was to hap-
pen in Britain, we would be
able to turn this country over
But to do this we need an
alliance of all the revolution-
ary left in Britain if we are
to have any impact, for there
is already a Labour, Liberal
Tory alliance on Immigration
controls and Ireland. This is
why | agree with the Revolu-
tionary Communist Party's
idea of a Red Front, 1 don't
think that they launched it
in the election just to pro-
mote their own politics, be-
cause they would have just
stood as the RCP if this was
the case.

| must admit | do not fully
understand the Red Front's
ideas, and it will not be easy
to unite all of the left wing
organisations. But | think that
this Is something which must
be done in this period of re-
action,

The poages of fed Action are open
to sll of our readers to write
sbout anything they wish, So if

you want to mske o point sbout
any politicel metter, or perhaps
just cosment on something which
you have read in Red Action,
write to the box mumber. Please
hﬂ all letters as short as pos-
sible.

Sean Mc Kernan
Edinburgh



DEALING WITH | THE PRIVATE

By Andy Richards

The criticism of the IRA by the media, which followed
the announcement of their intention to execute civilians who
refused to cease building for and supplying the crown forces
in Northern Ireland come as no suprise. What was perhaps a
bit more suprising, was the reaction of some on the left to
this announcement, Many claimed that the IRA had no right
to threaten the lives of "fellow workers trying to earn a liv-
ing". Let's try and put the record straight,

For the last few years, the IRA has undertaken a deliberate
compaign of destroying British Army/RUC bases throughout
Northern Ireland. This campaign has so far been very suc-
cessful, and many garrisons have been either destroyed or
scriously damaged by accurate rocket, bomb or mortar
attacks,

But the Provos were encountering a problem. Soon after
the barracks had been hit, civilians hungry for work, and sub-
ontractors greedy for large amounts of money, rebullt and
epaired them. What was the point of the IRA using it's re-
ources, ingenuity and most importantly, risking the lives of

's volunteers to lsunch these attacks, If the damage was

raight away repaired ? Hence the threat to execute build-

% sub-contractors or anybody else who supplied the British
dth a service, for the IRA were quite aware that the more
roops which were needed to do bullding work and carry out
ither tasks involved in the day to day running of their bar-
rocks, the less there would be available to conduct the war
against them.

PAST EXAMPLE

What some people, particularly politicians in the South of
Ireland, have tended to forget, is that this tactic is far from
being & new one, By using it, the IRA are doing nothing
more than delving back into their own historical ancestory,

as an example from the much celebrated "Tan war" of the
19208 shows,

One of the IRA leaders at that time was Tom Barry, re-
nowned as being among the greatest guerilla leaders of all
time, In his autobiography “Guerilla Days in Ireland” he re-
ters to his Brigades efforts to destroy British Armv and lrish
Police garrisons, in order to allow them to control 'unh smal-
ler and smaller areas of the country, and finally Isolate them,
But more importantly for the suke of this art icle, he recalls
his response to a reporc which he recieved, telling of the
British Army's efforts to organise groups of local men to
work for them, filling in ditches which the IRA had dug in
the road to hamper the movement of military vehi les, '

This news was taken by Barry as a very serious threat to
the IRA's existence, and he set off with another volunteer
to where the men were working. They fired some warning
shots close to the men, who immediately threw away their
shovels and ran off, never (o appear again for this sort of
work., Barry was pleased about this outcome, and that there
had been no bloodshed, but he conceded that had the men

continued with the work, he would have had to shoot them
dead,

SAME PRINCIPLE

This principle applies just os much today. Anybody who
works for the security forces in any capacity is immediately
giving their stamp of approval to their activities of torture,
murder and all the other forms of oppression which they
engage in. There are people on the left in this country, who
soy that the IRA have no right to carry out threats and exe-
cutions of workers, when they do not have the support of a
majority of people in the North of Ireland, But how many
on the left defended the actions of pickets during the miner's
strike, when they engaged in violence with the police and
scabs {inCluding that in which a vaxi driver was killed) Nearly
gll of them, yet you could hardly say that the miners had the
support of the majority of people in Britain,

Ihe IRA do not alienate anybody by carrying out their
Campaign, because only loyalists work for the British, The
sectarlan employment policy in the North of Ireland, directly
rules out any change in the country’s structure by peaceful
means, There Is no such thing as radical trade unions, because
Catholic/Nationalists find work impossible to come by, This
means that the right wing traditional loyalist leadership of
the unions stays intact, and they remain repressive and lodged
in a time warp of bigotry. This in turn means that many
young nationalists have to leave the North of Ireland to find
wark, keeping the lovalist majorities on day

election sale,

SOCIALISM

The Nationalist people realise that the only way in which
things will change and their living standards improve, is by
removing the British presence in Ireland, and establishing in
it's place a socialist government. That can only be achieved
by the IRA becoming increasingly successful in every aspect
of their war campaign, including the prevention of work by

collaborators,

An RUC barracks devastated by an TRA sttack.

By Trecey Carter

You may have heard that
there's & new government,
It might still be the same
one as we've had since 1979,
getting in agein without any
over-all majority vote, but
let's face it the Torles are
back and promising the coun-
‘try radical new policies for
8 brighter future for all -
well give or take 5 million
unemployed, 20 million or so
low paid workers etc - |
could go on but | think that
you get the picture.

"CLEAN UP"

One of thelr promises on
being re-elected was that
they would "clean up" Inner
London Boroughs, Target No.
One Camden Council, So
what do they propose to do,?
Lift the rate capping that
they imposed on it in 1983,7
{(which would basically mean
giving back £80 million which
they froze previously) If they
did this, it would mean that
building programmes previous-
ly shelved could go ahead,
providing new homes for some
of the 10,000 or so homeless
families in the borough,
creches and playgroups shut
down for lack of funds could
be re-opened, pavements and
roads could be overhauled and
made fit for the people to
walk on, all manner of servi-
vices for dis-advantaged
groups and people in need,
could be set up to offer help
and practical advice, Lifting
the restrictions imposed on
Camden would solve many
of these problems, but no,
for the Tortes the answer |s
something rarely heard of un-
ril 1982, Privatisation,

So what is this magical pri-
vatisation ? Well as you pro-
bably know, the Tories love
selling things, especially
things which don't actually
belong to them, such as the
national gas ond telephone
systems, and the Trustee Say-
ings Bank etc (at the moment
they're plugging British Air-
ways) The reason for their
doing this they tell us, Is be-
cause they want to take all
of these things out of the
hands of the uncaring and in-
efficient state, and give them
"to the people”, It works like
this.

BUYING AND SELLING
They send you an applice-
tion form, and you fill it in
telling them how much of the
company in question you wish
to buy in the form of shares,

You then fork out your life
savings, and you now own
something like 0.000001 per-

tcent of "your" company, along
with 2 or 3 millon others.
EAlll.'r a while, you will all
get a letter telling you how
much your shares have In
creased In value. Along with
many others you may well

THE LOONY RIGHT

There fewer than one
million unemployed in Britain
today, according to a group
of Mrs, Thatcher's key advis-
ers.

The government should do
less not more to help the
jobless, and wages should be
forced down to get rid of the
prablem altogether,

"The headline "three million"
is neither a true indication
of social stress, nor a useful

are

measure of idle resources"
says right wing economist
Lord Harris of High Cross,

&8 member of the Alms of In-
dustry,

He puts the figure for the
"genuine unemployed® at less
than one million, and says
that real unemployment has
not increased at all since the
Conservatives came to power
in 1979,

Harrls argues that the
other two million or so on
the unemployment register,

now decide to sell your
shares in order to make your-
self a fast buck. Now here
comes the catch, Nearly all

of these shares will be bought
up by a few very rich people
50 far from having a large
company owned by "the peo-
ple" they eventually become
the sole property of a rich
few.

IRONY

The irony of all of this is
that those people who "buy"
these companies, are in reali-
ty really only paying for what
they already own, as they are
all nationalised which means
that they are public property

in the first place. It's like
paying for a holidey before
you go and again when you
come back.

It is easy to see that the

real alm of privatisation, far
from giving the countries as-
sets "to the people" is in
fact to take those assets
away from them, and put
them into the hands of the
rich minority,

This aim is now being ex-
tended to take In council fa-
cilities, The Tories have de-
clared that in certain Inner
London Boroughs (all Labour
controlled strangely enough)
the controlling bodies have
been  spending  too  much
money hence rate capping.
Not  satisfied with that how
ever, they've decided that
Camden are still spending too
much, and appointed
government controlled auditor
to check the books
force further cuts,

have

and en
Now the

dreaded word  privatisation
appears again,

Because Camden Councillor:
have continued to operate
services, and spend money
withheld from them by the
they now have to find
money very quickly - 80
pounds, or be
and  possibly  prosecu
likely that

Tories,
that
million
charged
ted., It s

sur

quite

are  either "unemployable,
taking & long holiday, working
for cash in hand, or otherwise
scrounging",

Atms of Industry was set
up in 1942, with the expres
sed aim of promoting "res
ponsible and efficient capita
lism. Although claiming to
be independent of all political
parties, it is & key link in
a chain of "independent™ right
wing think tanks, which lobby

to keep the Tory Party run
ning elong American  style
"new right" lines,

One of it's more memors-
ble enterprises to date, was

to take it wpon itself to draw
up a list of militant trade
untonists in all major indus-
tries, in order to enable em-
ployers to operate a blacklist,

With ample funds provided
by big business, groups such
as Alms of Industry look set
to play an increasingly large
role in Thatcher's third term
of office,

The real aim of privetisation is to turn public property into private wealth

they will be forced to take tenants to choose their own
the same road as Tory con landlord. It may well look
trolled Wandsworth, and sell rosy when you are being told

off all manual services such that you as tenants are being
as dustmen, caretakers, build- 8iven complete control  of
ing works etc to the highest your own estate, But that is
bidder. And so all services all thet you are being given.
within the borough eventually You will not receive any
pass out of councll control, WMODNEY IOr repairs, mainten-
and into the hands of multi- ance and alterations, You will
national  companies, who's have no-one o Clean your
only aim is to make as much estate unless you pay for It

profit as possible, Often these  Yourself,
companies have no union or-
ganisation within thelr work-
force, and consequently condi-
tions and wages are extreme-
ly poor. Tory anti-unton legis

DANGEROUS DOCTRINI

dangerous

thie  service

Privatisation |is
doctrine. All of

lation makes the job of or and nationalised industries are
ganising and negotiating for  gradually disappearing, leaving
improvement all the more & country with no reserve in
difficult, and there's plenty dustries, no  Council housing
more of these measures to and basically no rights, People

come. working in loner London Bo

roughs should begin to organ

SUGGESTED OPTION is¢ now within thelr union to
oppose any moves towards

Another suggested option  privetisation. The only way
open to Camden Council is we will have any chance of
to sell off it's land or es stopping this stampede on our
tates  tao  private  landlords. communities, s to organise

Camden s o desirable area together, with no division be

in which to live, and develop- tween us, It is glaringly ob
ers would waste no time in  vious that the Tory govern
tripling rents and evicting ment has no regard for the
people whi couldn't ity welfare  state and  services,
(which over a period of a If no stand Is made against
couple of vears would probab them, they will  eventually
ly mean about 80 percent ol make the almost forgotien
presem Lenents) :\I:mﬁ the days of the 305 seem like
same lines, new laws are be paradise, Privatisation 15 the
ing considered to allow for tip of the iceberg.

SUPPORT
RED ACTION

Red Action is an organisation founded by working class
people to work for the furthering of the cause of
Socialism. Membership is open to all who accept our

political principles and pay & weekly subscription. Every
member has an equal vote on all Red Action policy and
decisions

it yu-umt our sims bul do not wish 1o become »
member, you can become a supporting member. This does
not entitle you to vote, bul you will receive:

1. A free subscription 1o the newspaper.

2. A regulsr internal mewsletter that will
informed of what is going on in the omduﬁon.w A~

3. Notification of any Red Action activities in your ares.
The cost for this is £10 for one year.

Subscriptions 10 the paper are still avallable separately.
The cost is £3 pounds for ten lssues. Please remember that
producing 8 paper is a very uneconomic business and
are always very grateful for any domations, and
grateful to anyone who can take extrs coples to sell.

PO box 158
Hatfield
Herts



director of the C.LA,
M i S

"The first day was proper damn war. Even if one side was
using tear gas and rifles and the other stones and petrol
bombs, it was proper damn war,"

Brigadier Theuns Swanpoll recalling the Soweto massacre
in South Africa in 1976, in which over a hundred black people
died. No prizes for guessing who had the rifles and who had
the stones,

In 1986 during an interview, Admiral Ronald ]. Hays who
presides over all the U.S. forces in the Pacific and Indian
Oceans commented " am concerned about the growth of
the Fiji Labour Party. We will have to keep our eyes on Fiji"
12 months later an army coup was launched against the dem-
ocratically elected Labour government, led by a Colonel
Rabuka of whom a friend said "He is & level headed Offi-
cer, it is difficult to believe that he would have launched &
coup on his own," Need | say more ?

R ————— i —————

"l do not recall seeing many Conservative Ministers on the

beach at Anzio,"

Denis Healey replying to the Tories claims to have a mono-
poly on patriotism,

"It still makes me angry. Although 90 percent of people
recognise that it was a fit up some of the mud still sticks,
Even though | know | went through it [ find it difficult to
believe that it happened to me, | am not paranolac, but |
know that when the forces of darkness want to move against
you then you are fairly defenceless.”

Peter Hain, one of the victims of a plot by MIS in 1975,
to smear and discredit Labour, Liberal and soft Tory figures
as part of a plan to establish a right wing government,

S ———

" speak as someone with no particular regerd for the Tor-
jes, or a record of voting for them either"  claimed Dally
Mail columnist Andrew Alexander during the election campaign
in an attempt to appear impartial, Mr Alexander who once
boasted that he was "proud to be a racist" actually contested
two elections during the sixties as a Conservative Party can-
didate. Tch tch,
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"Of course we had to load the questions pretty much in her
favour, and they cut out much of the umming and aahing
hefore she answered, but she was a lot brighter than some
of the dolts we get on the show."

Emelyn Hughes commenting about Princess Anne after her
appearance on "A Question of Sport" Hopefully that little
comment has buried the Tory loving Hughes' chance of ever
appearing on the New Year's Honours list,

e

Hollywood actor Mickey Rourke who starred in "The Year
of the Dragon" has disowned 8 major film in which he plays
an IRA man who defects, because he Claims that scenes he
had hoped would make things clearer about what's going on
in Northern Ireland have been edited out by the producers,
The film, "Prayer for the Dying" opens here in the Autumn,
Similarly the author of "Crossfire" a BBC serial about an
informer in the IRA, fears that it will never be shown
Mr James Hawthorn, controller of the BBC in Northern Ire-
land claimed that it glorified the IRA while making the RUC
look like "Keystone Cops" The series, which was pulled from
the schedules in February cost up to £2 million to make. Up
to 1983, the BBC had cut or censored twenty five of their
own programmes which "might have made things a bit Clearer
about what's going on In Northern Ireland" In the continuing
propaganda war, truth is always the first casualty

R T

"I have seen the future and it smirks."

Political commentator John Cole's thoughts on Kenneth
Baker as a possible successor to Thatcher as leader of the
Tories. .

Despite persistent claims by President Kurt Waldhien of
Austria that he was a reluctant Nazi, mounting evidence sug-
gests that he was actively involved in atrocities against c.vili-
ans in Greece and Yugoslavia during World War Two. Muost
Austrians, one in ten of whom claim to be anti-semetic, seem
to show little concern about this, or sbout Waldhiem's habit
of carrying a gun. During the election campaign, his son Cer-
hardt said "When | asked him about the pistol he told me
that it was from Greece, He sald "My God those were the
days" but he would never expand on it" Perfectly under-
standable given the circumstances,

S ————————p——1

"We drank his blood so that his ghost will not come back
to hasunt us. We killed him because he was a Communist and
Communists kill innocent people.”

A spokesman for one of the "vigilante" groups which have
emerged in the Philipines, attempting to crush the Communist
opposition to the Cory Aquino government, after it's failure
to implement her election promises on land reform,

ST ———C

"Nicaragua was the sexiest revolution ever. There was a
military presence but everybody wis so relaxed. Yer the mo-
ment | crossed the border into Salvador, | sensed the real
malevalence in the soldiers, In the city there is this sem-

blance of democracy, middle Class girls carrying school books,
but twenty miles into the Country they maintain order by ter-
tor, We witnessed the mortaring of a village. 1 met the
mothers of children who had disappeared, who's children had
come back In card-board boxes, All done by desth squads,
There is no question in my mind of Americen involvement in
mﬂnmmumﬂiuthwummu‘
Bono, singer with the band UL
s
ﬂcuﬁcuzrmmmmimmmm
of Parliament,
Sinn Fein's Gerry Adams, on being asked if we would be
teking up his seat at Westminster,
B ]
"My s to be waiting

for example on of
across, sometimes they would be UVF or who were being
used army pollco.aMtheyvmﬂdtrymdhdru

Former British Intelligence Officer Captain Fred Holroyd,
describing some of the less publicised activities of the Secur-
ity forces in Northern ireland, From his disclosures, it would
seem that the government tend to regard ther security forces
as the Provisional wing of the Conservative Party.

" don't like mixing politics and sport, but I'm a Tory"
England footballer Terry Butcher
et e A e )

if you've ever wondered what sort of person becomes a
Tory M.P, then wonder no longer. Of the 379 Tories in Parli-
ament at this present time, 122 are company directors, 40
are barristers, 26 Parliamentary advisers, 21 farmers or land-
owners, 19 solicitors, 17 Lloyds underwriters (to become one
you need to put £100,000 up front) 14 merchant bankers and
13 journalists, 253 of them, including 15 of the 21 members
of the present cabinet went to public school

Whilst In the subject of the upper classes, | was interested
to note that in five days in the exclusive stewards enclosure
at the Henley Bost Regatta, the Hooray Henry's managed to
dispose of some 50,000 pints of Pimms, 14,000 pints of bitter
9,000 pints of lager, 6,000 bottles of champagne, 3,000 Ibs
of strawberries, 1,000 gallons of ice cream, 2,500 Ibs of beef
2,000 turkeys and 500 Ibs of smoked salmon, all washed down
with 35,000 iced colfees,

In total contrast to this display of afiuent gluttony, the
staff, who worked 12 hour shifts dishing up this feast, were
paid an average of £1,60 an hour for their pains, The only
reason for repeating these statistics, is to help strengthen any
prejudices that our readers may fell towards the upper clas-
ses, That's why it's called propaganda,

The North London branch of the National Front, recently
sent this message to the commanding officer of the 22nd
Special Air Service regiment,

"We would like to congratulate you and your men on the
successful action taken against the enemy at Loughall, an
operation in the highest traditions of Britain's sepcial forces."
Signed Paul Nash N.F. North London organiser.

High praise indeed, from a street fighter of the calibre of
Nash, who has suffered s number of humiliations over the
years, and to my knowledge has been hospitalised three times
in action againsc the "enemy" over here,

A — e ———

In a recemt article, Ken Livingstone suggested that the
reason the Scottish and Northern M.P.s actually believe in the
myth of universal Southern affluence, is because they never
travel beyond the "bars and brothels of Westminster"

Being a new boy, Ken probably hasn't realised that as the
bar in the House of Commons is open 24 hours a day, with
drinks at subsidised prices, few if any ever leave the bar,
never mind the brothels,

"The voice of Satan is an ally of the K.G.B."

An Afghan guerrilla leader speaking on the B.B.C.s World
Service.,

In February, the London Evening Standard, @ staunch sup-
porter of the government's strong line against "terrorism®
claimed in an editorial that "few people are likely to be
much concerned by the news that our intelligence services
concocted plans to assassinate General Girvas and Colonel
Nassar"™. In the same month, Afghan rebels killed 72 people
in & car bomb attack in Jalabay, and also used anti-aircraft
missiles to shoot down an airliner near Khost, killing 35 peo-
ple, They repeated this in June, killing another 53 people
including 16 children. Commenting on the fact that the rebels
were using missiles made in a factory owned by the British
government, Cabinet Minister Geoffrey Howe sald “Most
M.P.s will thank goodness that the modern weapons are get-
ting through to them.

Obviouly a case of different strokes for different folks, but
the Tories if nothing else, are at least consistent in their
hypocrisy,
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It's funny how one small statement can sometimes say $0
much about the nature of our class divided society, Sentenc-
ing & man to seven months imprisonment for theft at Luton
Crown Court, judge Kevin Dillon told him "You have plea-
ded guilty to one of the most serious forms of theft, namely
stealing from your employer. In the circumstances | have no
alterfarve but to Impose an immediate custodial sentence.”

“uany that, in the circles in which 1 move, the only serious
form of theft s stealing from ordinary people. Nicking off
the boos ? It's not even stealing is it

Demolition worker David Halliday died after falling 30ft
from a roof while doing a job which was described as "totally
unecessary. His death led to his employer, sub-contractor Wil-
liam Wigglesworth appearing at St. Albans magistrates court
on five charges of contravening health and safety regulations.

*There was no need for Mr. Halliday to be on this exceed-
ingly dangerous roof, as the demolition should have been done
by a machine, It was almost suicidal to go up there" said
Tony Yoruth, principle inspector of factories for the prosecu-
tion. "Even after Mr. Halliday had fallen, two other worker
also went up on to the roof to do a totally unecessary job
that should have been done from the ground” he added.

The magistrates told Mr. Wigglesworth that they took an
"extremely serious view of your negligence" and to prove just
what they meant they then fined him £40 on each of the [ive
counts plus £50 costs,

RED ACTION

RED ACTION IS AN ORGANISATION FOUNDED TO WORK TOWARDS
THE ENDING OF THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM OF PRODUCTION AND
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SOCIALIST ONE

CAPITALISM The need of capital and labour cannet ever be reconclied. In
other words the quest by the employing classes for grester profit, is in cternal conflict
‘with the demands of the working class for higher wages, shorter hours etc. I s in the
obvious Interest of the employer to keep wages down as low an possible while i Is
oqually obvious that this does not serve the interests of the majority. The two systes
capitalism and soclalism cannol co-exist, as they are in constant siruggle pulling
epposite directions, cach in pursull of its own goals. A victory for one is necessarily 8
defeat for the other. This is the major source of conflict in the world toduy.
Capitalism is » system which is based on the private ownership of the means of
production, This means that the factories, workplaces, natural resources efc, on
which we all depend to produce the necessities of life are the private property of a few
individuals, who use them to produce nol what Is most socially necessary, bul
whatever will make them the most profit. When it sults them, they are able to close
down those productive resources, even (hough there may be great social need for
what could be produced on them, Regardiess of how rich & country muy be in natural
resources, caplalism can never provide equality of wealth due 10 Iy own inherent
lmitations. It is obviousdy impossible for everybody lo become a copitalist
(employer) and so (o function, the system demands (he creation and malnienance of
an employing class and 8 werking class, or if you like an upper class snd lower class.

SOCIALISM 11 is impossibie for us tnday to say exnctly what » socialist sysiem will
be like, us when it happens there will be millions of others involved in shaping i,
However there are some Teatures that would huve to be present in umy society, before
we would be willing (o consider it as sociabist, .

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP Only when all of the major productive resources and
industry are tsken into public ownership, will it be possible for the democratic will of
thHMMmﬂilﬁWhhmﬂMuﬂ
manner, This will result in n massive increase in production and wealth.

CONTROL OF SOCIETY Al those who occupy positions of power and authority
will be elected by those they represent and subject (o revali.

FREEDOM AND EQUALITY All will be expected to contribute 1o production and
all will receive equal reward and have equal rights, irmespective of sex, race or creed,
The state will provide adequate facilities 1o cater for the needs of the elderly, sick,
handicapped, nursing mothers eic, who will all receive a Tull wage. All questions or
personal morality will be free from stale inlerference. Abortion and contraceplion
will be legal and provided by the siate. There will be freedom or worship for ull
religion, but no church will be allowedl o interfere in staie maiten.

INTERNATIHONALISM The capitalist economic system is linked up intermutionally,
therefore the struggle to overthrow it Is a workdwide one. All workers everywhere
have the same interests. It is impossible for socialism to exist in isolation in one
country, as the power of international capitalism would crush it

NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD TO SOCIALISM Socislism cannot be achieved

through the pariamentary system, because the real power i society lays nol with

elected MPs but with rich industrislists and the lenders of the armed forces, police

judiciary etc. The present structures cannot be reformed they must be overihiows,
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UNION STRENGTH. WE SUPPORT ANY PICKET LINE IN DEFENCE OF
WORKERS LIVING STANDARDS. We support @ strong organised rank and file
movemeni within the unions. Union officials should be supporied ay long av they
represent (heir members correctly. But rank and file unionists must reserve the right
1o take action independent of the officialy when necessary

TOTAL OPPOSITION TO RACISM AND FASCISM We opposed any movement
or ideslogy which atiemplts to divide the working dass on grounds of rice, sex, o
creed. We recognise the need to oppose Tascist organisations, both ideclogically and
physically on the sireets,

THE IRISH NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLE AGAINST OUR OWN
RULING CLASS We support the right of oppressed people the world over fo fight
back. We unconditionally support the right of the revolutionary armies The Irish
Republican Armay, and the Irish National Liberation Army, to engage in armed
struggle to free their country from British rule. We draw grest inspiration from the
principled and courngeous manner in which they conduet their struggle, and from the
way in which they have integrated culiural and class expression into their political
movemenl.

THE “COMMUNIST" STATES The regimes in countries such as Russia, China
Cuba etc, are used as examples 1o try und prove socialism undesirable. In our view,
aithough these countries have planned economies, they cannot be described as
soctalist. We contend that soclalism cannot be implemenied from above by an
unaccountable ruling clite. Public ownership, freedom and democracy are all
essentinl features of socialism and in their absenice it cannol exist. We support the
mdmmhmmwmmmwwm
policies, Al the same time however, we recognise the difficulties that states such s
Nicaragua—and others pust and preseni—[ace, from capitalist backed mercenan
armies, military Intervention, and cconomic sabotage, which muke immediste
transition 10 o vocialist system impossible. While these states remain progressive, we
will coatinwe (o support them.

THE ORGANISATION Traditionally, the structure of revolutionary socialist
groups in this country, has been one where the leadership is made up of » small group
of self slected ncademics nnd Iniellectual, who wield absolute suthority over the
membership. Such a sructure falls, firstly because there can be oo true democnacy in
such & wi up, and corruption soon sets in, snd secondly because (huse leading the
organisation are so far removed from the reslities of working ciass life, it cannol
velate properly lo that class. A revolutionary socialist organisation must be composed
of and led by working class people. It must recognise that no leadership bs immune

must present socialist politics in u manner in which working duss people con identify
with in their ife and their work and thelr lelsure. It must be consistent, principled and
sbove all honest in its politics. Only then will it begin 1o be able 10 relate (o the
working class, most of whom foday are cynical if not hostile towards the
revolutionary lell. We recognise that a revolutionary working class party is neceswary
i capitalism b to be overithrows, We are not thal party, neither are those
which clalm to be . We will work o keep alive & tradition of working ¢
militancy, until such time as enough militants can be brought togeiber to form

party.
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