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BEHIND ALL THE Issue No 33 June 1987 20p
LIES AND BULLSHIT -

LABOURrTORY
SAME}]

STORYE

KINNOCK TO THE LEFT ? THATCHER TO THE RIGHT ?
BUT HOW MUCH DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEM REALLY ?

One of the more remarkable features of the British elec- they do in opposition, It also Service to shrink ?
toral system, is the way in which all of the major parties becomes clear that whichever Whichever political party
always go to such lengths to try and convince everyone how particular one of them may may be in power in Parlia-
different the policies of their own parties are from all the happen to land up with & ma- memt, the fundamental prob-
rest, and how much better off everyone will be if it is they jority on June 12th, it is go

" lem for working class people
who are elected, Whether it is the Parliamentary candidate ing to make little real' dif- remains the same, They are
making speeches or being interveiwed on T.V., or the party ference to the lives of the still nothing more than the
worker talking to you on your doorstep the message is invari-  yge majority of people in disposable pawns in an econo-

::T:lenm r:‘:m:r;ir:'::‘.;j (}1:?1‘-.:‘9: f:‘l!pzl.:wt::nl.::1d prosperity M we win, this L‘nunfrv..und :u the sort  mic svstem which .‘hii\ as it's Revolutionary sacialist groups such as Red Action, are fully
of soclety they live in, Bim, not the benefit and commited to the bellef that real socialism will never be est

You could be forgiven for It was exactly the same SAME POSITION advancement of all soclety, ablished through the Parliamentary system, but only through
thinking that if it were really in the case of the murderous - but the wealth and privilege the direct action of the working class. However this does not
true that such drastically dif- U.S. air rald on Libya. Again The four million or so un- of the few. As long as that mean that we just ignore General Elections. It would he fool

ferent consequences could re- there was overwhelming all employed will still be in ex- gystem remains in operation, o jon 1o ignore the fact that at election times, far more people

sult according to who wins party support for Thatcher's  @ctly the same position, Does  working class peaple will al- W (hon usual take an interests in political affairs, and miss the
an election, then there must sllowing it to teke off from  anyone really expect that any ways be the ones who are opportunity of presenting our arguments to a vastly increased
be some pretty drastic differ- this country, We see it every of the major parties would gbysed and shat on. The only audience.
ences between the policies day in the case of the war take the sort of action neces thing that will fundamentally . |
of those contesting It. You In lreland, where with the $ary to seriously tackle their change things, is when the And so we Hupp;ﬂl'. -n‘.-,-.flu-:'.mp; it -".l-l'--ll.- ;‘—vl. taking
Could be forgiven for thinking exception of a few dissenting sltuation, such as confiscating  whole system is totally eradi pft'-ltl-::i in l.:ll'r:. -h!{ilfl"rl..ﬂh rrn‘-: ha IJ\|..tI.I.".r Je |‘- i de
It but you would be wrong. voices, the attitude of the all of the factories and indus- cated and replaced with a bate a qul" m'u-th-r '-u nurlz. ..r-. !.r, rect r .._. t )8 n i{-
In fact the reverse is true, Labour and Alliance Parties trial plamt which rich owners pboprer one, and that is some lh!'I Lubour Party, Those in favour of thi l,...,_...|. argue that
85 @ look at the record of |5 every bit as reactionary sllow to stand idle, and using thing that will never be Jlbad as Labour may be, there is Inl--!h--: alternative, On this
all of them shows, It proves as the Tories, Think back to them to give work to the un- achieved through the Parlia occasion, in a few consituencies ot least there is,
quite clearly that when It the miner's and printer's employed creating goods for mentary system., The Parlia RED FRONT
comes down to the really sig strikes, Remember the way the benefit of sorc lety., Or  mentary parties argue not
nificant issues, the policies In which nearly all the lead even failing this, would any over whether or not to end I'he fr‘.!-ui Front is a movement which has been ".mm. hed by
of all of the major parties, ing figures in the Labour One of them raise benefits the capitalist  system, but @ 8 far left group the R"““"'“’"‘-’"Fl'"“”"“”“' Party, It s
far from being opposed to Party joined the Tories in to a level which would allow merely over what is the best ] standing a number of candidates in the election on a militant
each other are basically the condemning the violence of those for whom society can g, manage It. That is @ socialist platform, which calls lor amongst other things, a
same, pickets, with hardly a8 word find no wuseful task to at why whenever any crucial is full ||v|rlif wage l|.|‘ unemployed people, the defence of trade
v » . 5 § i Ria arleng Hich " 1 hts, an end Lo ¢ n laws and gove M »
SUPPORT about the violence of the least (.n]th d. standard ‘uf liv H1T .:|=‘-. which Irn,.. 1h_r_. u ‘l“-“'!-'”r”hllj ,‘ "rf.i.l m!IF .”"|I :Jrnilrr.w Ia;‘ :r! ;.,Jrl\rr.{nm.u mllr.
police rampaging through ing which allows ”'Il:_lﬂl O ren the security of the sys erence in union airars. Quall rights for all, opposition
This was seen quite clearly Picket lines and mining com- retain some Idlgnily What  tem, we see them all coming all forms of racisl and "N.u"] discrimination and discrimina
for Instance during the Falk- munities, do you think ? down alongside each other in [l tion against .hr,!nrmrluulx..(}pfﬁmltnn to milivarism, An end
lands War, when M.P.s from When we remember events And what about the home W o B :::,hlh‘l‘;,;:;,u::r::.\,,fl,I::l':::.I;i-?:];;” W Ul T ecnpeiig. Fe N1
all sides of the house queued gych gs these, and the way less and people living in slum REAL CHANGE o T
up to glve their support for iy which all of the "opposing” dwellings, Which one of the ' Red Action has no hesitation in giving it's full support to
Pharobiarty war MONGering. parties invariably end up lin- major parties can you see Real chenge for the work the Red Front, and calling upon all of it's members and sup
As  Alllance leader David Ing up together aver them, taking over the tens of thou- ing class, will only come | porters to do likewise. We have always supported the ides of
:’::':hll :;Id.h;:k L:m:ill.l‘:!l:;pl;lfl'l:(l} It becomes prerty clear that sands of homes owned by when they finaily realise how [ trying to build the greatest pmr-lhlal- unllv.!w,wtapn “J.l far left
) the supposed political differ- property spaculators who al- they are abused and exploited Jf groups, and will always support all initiatives which aim at

to the vast majority of Lab-
our M.P.s "The Alliance Par-
ty throughout the Falklands
wiar gave Mrs Thatcher abso-
lutely unstinting support”

ences which exist between low them to stand perma- by the capitalist system, and J§ this. As yet, the Red Front being a very new and embryonic
them, are in reality little nently empty 7 And the sick, get up and sweep the whole | movement is obviously limited in what it can hope to achieve
more than slight differences Will a change of government lot of it, including the Hou- B it has only 14 candidates in this election. However we be-
between parties who have  cause the queues for treat- ses of Parliament, away into [ fleve that such an initiative, if it Is given the sort of support
muth more in common than ment on the National Health the dustbin where it belongs, it deserves, has the potential to grow into something which

pect any of it's candidates to win, But it does at least offer

could in the not to distant future start to echieve a decent
INSIDE WHY LABOUR FAIL }:-
the opportunity for all those who are sick of the way the
Tories have been trampling all over the working class, and
I sick of the cowardly capitulations of the Labour Party in the
WHA CHAN face it, to stand up and show what they think,
VOTE TO SUPPORT A WORKING CLASS FIGHTBACK VOTE

RED FRONT
For a full list of Red Front cendidates see inside,

Obviously the Red Front cannot at this stage seriously ex-
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Lebour Party
by most people as

most well known probably being
promises to "secure for the

procieims ltself to be, and is
a party commited to sock
itution abounds -un declarations of socialist tm. the

ilr

the famous clause four, which
producers by hand and brain

the full fruits of their industry, and the most equitable distri-
bution thereof that may be possible, upon the basis of the
common ownership of the means of production and the best

obtainable system of popular
each industry or service,”

Sound stuflf, and of course
thet isn't all. In speeches at
rallles snd conferences, pro-
minent Labour figures are of-
ten heard thundering out such
militant declarations as pro-
mises to achieve "a funde-
mental redistribution of
wealth" (Teny Benn) or to
"squeeze the rich untll the
pips squeak” (Denis Healey)

EVIDENCE

But why is it then, that
we have yet to see any evi-
dence of any of this coming
to pass ? Why is it that af-
ter seven Labour governments
being elected - four of them
in the last twenty five years,
we are still waiting for some
sign of "the common owner-
ship of the means of produc-
tion" or "a fundamental re-
distribution of wealth® to say

administration and control of

nothing of the sound of the
pips of the rich squeaking ?
Why is It that the Labour
Party which today rails on
the Torles over their cuts
in the Health Service, them-
selves start off those cuts
when they were last in power

Why did the Labour Party
which today points to the
governments dreadful record

on unemployment, itsell pre-
side over a rise In unemploy-
ment of nearly 300% during
it's own last term of office ?
Why is it that the promises
of the Labour Party when
they are in opposition, so of-
ten turn to dust when they
are in government 7

The single most effective
reason for the re-occuring
fallures of the Labour Party,
lays in thelr commitment to
working within the framework

THE

IRISH

In no other area of politics,

TEST

is the basic similarity between

the major political parties brought out as clearly as It Is in

the case of Ireland. It is here
Party to be the party of

cares for the oppressed and

progressiveness,

that the claims of the Labour
the party which
under-priveliged, are clearly

shown up for the nonsense which they are,
INJUSTICE

Throughout the first

fifty years of existence of the North-

ern Irish state as part of Britain, several Labour admininstra-

tions presided over it, without
about the blatant injustices
within it, Discrimination
employment and education,
ensure permanent Loyalist

and discrimination that
against
rigging
majorities

any attempt to do anything
existed
Catholices in  housing,
of election boundries to
on Councils, even In

areas of majority Natlonalist population, all of these features

were part and parcel of the

Northern Ireland state, without

any attempt on the part of any Labour government to do

anything about them, It
Catholic people finally rose up
unjust nature of the state that
water began to take any notice

However il anyone was expecting that this upsurge

was only in the sixties, when the

in open rebellion against the
anybody on this side of the
at all,

might

at least push the Labour Party into some sort of action

an behalf of t
mistaken,

albeit belatedly -
wiere to be sorely

they have ably proved their capacity
a L
a Labour government which Intro

ary as the Torles, It was
sent the British troops in,
duced the blatantly unjust non-
government which  withdrew
prisoners, as well as being
oppressive measures,

SUPPORT FOR

Even the years in which the
position, when traditionally it
we have seen no
cerned, Consistently
supported the Tory's of

use

tactics, from the
death of over
young as eighe,
right up to the

teers such as the

use
through the
Summary

Ihe fuct that the
themselves as
proves to us that
starts to come under
it's full support to

movements, It

ily pose
lreland

system
will give

defeat radicsl

learning and remembering in this country.

political
responsible

tends to recover
such development

and repeatedly,
the
of plastic

a dozen innocent Civiltans inCluding children as
use
exeCution on
eight gunned down at Loughhall recently,

political ¢
key in the present ers, allows the Labour Party to quite
a radical

5 a

he oppressed community, they

All that has happened s that

to be just as resction-
abour government which first
Diplock courts, a Labour
stutus  for Republican

for a host ol other

jury

THE

Labour

TORIES

Party has been in op
a radical face,

far as Ireland is con
labour politicians have

most  visciously repressive

as

bullets, responsible for the

of the supergrass

sight of LR.A.

system,
volun

low
€as

evidence ol

limate in Britain Is at a

movement. The

when things hot up a bit, and the
threat,

then
those who
lessomn

the Labour Party
use repression
which badly needs

the Tories to use the farces of repression.

'.. ~\—

In Ireland, Labout have always shown themselues just es willing as

of the capitalist system, in
order to achieve soclalism,
They believe that it can be
done by merely geining a
majority In Parllament, and
using it to pass a serles of
laws and legislation, which
will gradually dismantle the
capitalist system, and leave
a socialist one In it's place,
Basically what they are say-
ing is thet it is possible to
make the capitalist system
work towards it's own aboli-
tion,

However one very impor-
tant factor which this cosy
little scheme overlooks is the
capitalist class itself, that
group of immensely powerful
and wealthy people who stand
to lose most from it, All his-
torical experience shows that
far from cheerfully handing
over their pewer and control,
just because a Parliamentary
majority instructs them to
do so, this class will in fact
fight tooth and nail, wusing
any method at it's disposal,
in order to hang on to their
power and sabotage the plans
of those trying to take it off
them,

SABOTAGE
This sabotage may take
various forms, On one hand

you have tactics such as the
"investment  strike” [threats
to withdraw investment from
the economy) with which sev-
eral multi-national companies
threatened the last Labour
administration, unless they
dropped certain measures they
had proposed implementing.
In the same way, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, for-
ced that same government
to start off cuts in the
Health Service and other are-
as of public spending, as @
condition of granting them
a huge loan which they des-
perately needed to smooth
over an economic orisis,

These examples show us
quite clearly the fundamental
weakness of the Labour Par-
ty's position. Because they
are commited to working to-
wards soclalism  gradually
within the framework of the

The ideas of revolutionary
socialism are the only real
hope for the building of a
soCialist socCiety, but If we
were o ask ourselves what
influence these ideas hold
over the working class today,
and were honest with the an
swer, we would have to admit
very little, The impact of the
revolutionary left ot this
time wpon the working class
in general, is probably best
summed up by recalling the
bye-election just before the
last general election, when
a far left condidate polled
less votes than the Monster
Raving Looney Party,

DEPRESSING PICTURI

A pretry
really, and
some people
of sympathy
revolutionary
palr  of the
them ever coming to

depressing plcture
one which makes
who have a ot
for the ideas of
socialism, des

possibility of
anything

ok,

(4]

bt
bny
Care

ideas sound
they'll never come
thing" "People only
about themselves”

"Y our

We've all heard these argu
ments and others like them
dozens of times over, At the
heart of them lays the belief
that no matter how sound the
ideas of revolutionary socia-
lism may be, the general pol
itical apathy of most working
class people means that there
will never be any possibility
of putting them into practice,

However what those people
who argue this way are doing
Is assuming that just because
we live in a period a relative
political calm and tranquility
today, where people aren't
really too bothered about pol-
itical ideas, then it will

capltalist system,
have o keep that system
healthy and ticking over In
the meantime, But
to do this, they find that so
often they have to enlist the
co-operation of the capitalist
class, who will only give It
under thelr own terms. They
are forced to end up acting
like capitalists themselves,
and becuase the capitalist
system is such an inhelrently
unstable system, inevitably
and regularly throwing up
economic  and social crises,
they find themselves having
to do this time and time.
again. Eventually the socialist
aims become lost in the con-
stant battle to sort out the
problems of capitalism,

LEFT WINGERS ?

Labour left wingers tell us
that it only happens this way
because the Parliamentary
Labour Party Is dominated
by right wingers, If you had
& left wing Labour govern-
ment they argue, they would
act differently, refusing 1o
be blackmailed by threatened
investment strikes and the
like, But would it work out
this way 7 We should remem-
ber that figures such as Har
old Wilson, Michsel Foot and
dozens of other
figures In recent
ernments  were
knowned left wingers. This
didn't stop them carrying
out many blatantly anti-wor
king class measures when they
were In power, As we have
seen, they are forced do
so by the conditions which
they impose upon themselves,
by their commitment to wor-
king within the capitalist sys-
tem instead of challenging
it head on, The Labour left,
for all of their socialist rhet-
oric, are still also commited
to working within that sys-
tem, and there is absolutely
no reason for supposing that
if they were in the position
af power, they would not also
find themselves acting in ex-
actly the same way,

And in the
event ou  did

Labour
all once re-

ROV

to

unlikely
have a

even
that

>
always remain this way., But
what & brief glance through
just  recent history shows us
quite Clearly, is that the
political calmpness of today,
far from being the rule is
very much the exception,

Ever since the emergence
of modern industrial capita
lism, some 200 years ago, all
capitalist countries, including
this one, hiave been racked
by a succession of constantly
re-occuring social and econo-
mic crises, During this cen
tury in the space of just over
20 years alone, this country
saw involvement in two world
wars, plus between them a
sacial upsurge which resulted
in & general strike, with
troops on the street, and the

they also |

in order |

prominent

e e

¥ upBrges have

{.:ic Heffur and Denris Skinner. Two of the

ch-plemo

left, But will the path they treed ever lesd um to socialise 7

Labour government which was
willing to resist the pressures
imposed on it by the capital-

ist class, we should not run
away with the idea that eco-
nomic sabotage s the only
option open to them, Fifteen
years ago in Chile, a left
wing government commited
to @& radical socialist pro-
gramme was elected to power
When they tried o put the

policies upon which they had
been  elected into practice,
the army pgenerals, backed
up by the capitalist class
staged & coup which toppled
the government, murdered
tens of thousands of socialists
and progressives, and estab-
lished & right wing military
dictatorship. If this all seems
somehow far away and irrele-
vant to the situation here,
we should remember that it
has been widely confirmed
that during the militant in-
dustrial upheavals of the ear-
ly 708, on several occasions,
meetings were held between
various representitives of the
establishment, including senior
members of the armed forces
in order to discuss the possi-
ble need for some sort of

theoughout the his
o for as long as At
real possibility ol a
onary situation developing.

Doar
cont i

g 1 L4 &

revoluati

other
differ
to our
upsur
France

Even more recently,
European countries no
ent in soCial struCture
own have seen similar
ges. 20 vyears ago,
saw @ massive upsurge of
anti-government riots and
strikes  which didn't fall far
short of a revolutionary Crisis
and in 1974 in Portugal, there
was @ revolutionary upsurge
which successfully swept away
the ruling regime (that is not
to say there was a successful
socC lalist revolution, there
wasn't. But the sttuation cer-
tainly existed which made one
possible,)

The history of the capita-
list system shows us that rev-

authoritarian regime in this
country,
What sort of defence could

even a left wing Labour gov-

ernment  offer against such
a threat, Commited as they
are to working within the

rules and limits of the capi-
talist system, they would
never be willing to tske the
only step which would offer
an effective defence, The
organising, end arming of the
working class, Just like the
government of Salvador Allen-
de in Chile, which refused
to take this step, and s0
faced the inevitable conse-
quences, so a Labour govern-
ment would be forced to
either back down or go under

ONLY FORCE

The Labour Party will nev-

er be the instrument of
acheiving soclalism. In fact
if you look at the sort of
things which some of them
are saying now, they seem
to be almost admitting this
themselves,  Socialism can

never be bullt by any force
other than the working class,
armed with the ideas of revo-
lutionary socialism.

WHAT CHANCE SOCIALISM

f the capltalls
155 .

olutionary upsurges such a¢
these are part and parcel of
that system. Things may calm
down in between them, but
they re-occur, Wi
may witnessing th
first tremors of the next one
slready in this country. Think
back to the scenes witnesse
during the miner's strike, the
barricades in the streets, the
massive battles with the p
lice. Or the inner city riots
of a couple of years back.
Who would have believed just
ten years ago that such
scenes would be witnessed i
this country,

It is when
themselves In
as these,
will be in

inevit abely
even  bhe

people  find
situations such
a5 more and more
future, that they

Lontinued opposite.



LEFT BEHIND

The most obvious task fecing the revolutionary left in this
country today, is to begin to try and overcome the massive
gop that exists between it and the malnstream of the working

class, Why does this gap exist ?

The estrangement began in
the years after the Socond
World War. These were years
of one of the most sustained
periods of growth and stabili-
ty in the history of the capi-
talist system. The working
class had a share In this as
well, In the form of slight
but constantly rising living
standards. Those growing up
in this period had no reason
to doubt that this would con-
tinue, and so the ideas of
revolutionary  socialism  had
no relevance at all to their
lives,

Today of course, the capit-
alist system s far from
boomi and poverty s ris-

YOU CAN'T Ki

ing. You would expect that
in  this situation, that the
ideas of revolutionary socia-
lism would become more rele-
vant. But still the left re-
mains largely outside of the
mainstream class. Why is this

LEGACY

Partly it is the legacy of
the years of isolation, Be-
cause of the lack of working
Class interest and participa-
tion, the revolutionary left
became the almost exclusive
domain of academics and in-
tellectuals, Unfortunately,
this situation, once establish-
ed has a tendency to perpet-
uate itself, If the member-
ship of an organisation s

One of the many myths which commonly abound in our socie-
ty, Is the idea that women are somehow naturally more con-
servative than men. How often during strikes do we see the
media trying to drum up stories of angry women trying to
drag their menfolk back to work, trying to make it appear
us if women ure inCcapable of themselves being militant. It
is or course a nonsensical idea, and one that is effectively
demolished in a recently released book called "You can't kill

L]

the spirit.

The book collects the stor-
les of a dozen women who
formed a support group in
South Wales, What strikes the
reader immediately is  the
unanimity of the attitudes
and convictions held by the
women in common, It 18 not
a record hy one or two per
ticularly articulate or educn-
ted women, or by women who
were: politically conscious
before the strike. In  fact
most  would probably agree
with the women who says

"I didn't know a thing
about politics until this strike
happened. | just didn't realise
what it was all about”

DESCRIPTION

It Is rather, a description
of how an entire community
of women, were radicalised
in identical ways by a strug-
gle in which almost involun-
tarily they found themselves,
The key to it was the ending
of their isolation within their
own families and homes,

"The frustration when your
alone, just sitting in the
house, not knowing what to
do or where to start,”

In forming the Abertillery
Women's group, the women
revealed a flair for co-opera
tive organisation which they
felt the men lacked,

"We all stood up in turn,
voluteered to play  differem
roles and picked officers for
all sorts of duties on the spot

by a show of hands, We
didn't hang about like the
men who need a committee

for every damn thing Imagin
able, and all that red tape
and rules and regulations.”

Once formed, the group be-
came much more than an
organisation for practical self
help.

“"After joining the group,
talking to other women, find-
ing ouwt much more informa-
tion about what was going
on, and being in such close
contact  with issues arising
from the strike, | became «
hundred percemt certain that
we were right, The
gove me a lot more conti-
dence to express my feelings,

contirued Fram page 2

begin to question their tradi-
tional values and beliefs and
look for new answers, It I8
in such a situation that the
opportunity  arises for  the
ideas of the revolutionary to
cease to be little more than
the faith of a few, and to
start to take on real rele-
vance to the lives of working

class people. It will mean
that the basis will exist for
the left to begin 1o grow

inte a serious relevant politl-
cal force, Whether or not the
left will be capable of res-
ponding to the challenge re-
mains to be seen,

Rroup o

thought and ideas, My ideas
became much clearer, and as
a result | was more determin-
ed than ever that we should
not give in,"

The impact extended beyond

the strike itself,

"The Women's Group unvell-
ed my eyes to many more
issues  than the miner's dis-

pute. It was like having les-
sons in life ivself

Their Is a tremendous sense
of suddenness of this trans
formation of the way in
which the women viewed
their own lives,

"Realising what we were
fighting for made me a socia
Hst  without hesitation, with
@ consClousness lor workers
which | never had before, Ac-
tually being present on picket
lines was a part of it. We
started to go on rallies with
the men. That's when it hit
us women like a ton of
bricks. The greatest realisa-
tion was that what had
entered was the class war,"

wer

UNDERSTANDING

Through this participation,
they gained an understanding
of how their struggle was re
lated to other forms of
appression and those who suf
fer it,

"It took those rallies to
make me aware that lesbians
and gay people are human be-
ings who have been mistrea-
ted too, | go a shade of pur-
ple when | think of the awful
names ['ve called them in the
past. The support we had too
from the black community
wis astounding, but then they
they've been oppressed for
years, They reached out to
us because they know exactly
what it's like,"

One of the most significan

ruhan:-:-c'f the miner's strike, was the

made up almost entirely of
academics and  intellectual,
then it will develop a collec-
tive character and outlook
which reflects that, This in
it's turn will make the organ-
isation very amenable to
others of that background and
enCourage more of them to
join,  but unfortunstely will
have the opposite effect on
those of a different back-
ground,

It could be argued that if
someone is commited to the
ideas of revolutionary socla-
lism, then the social/cultural
background of others in an
organisation should be irrele-
vant, and or course as it
stands this is true, But this
doesn't allow for the fact
that the wvast majority of
people when they are (first
thinking about becoming in-
volved with a left wing group
are not commited revolution-
ary soclalists, They are usual-

LL THE

Another myth sacred in the
bosses ideology, that during
strikes women are a conser-
viative force (‘(H‘I('(‘.I’I’I’l‘d ml“l'll\"
with dragging their men back
to work (s ripped apart,

"If my hushand had gone
back to work | know | would
have left him. By hell's bells
| couldn't have lived with a
man who had given in to
Thatcher's demands.”

All of the women echo this
and declare how

"With ever day that passed,
| felt stronger and more defi-
ant."

All of them alse recall the
bitterness of their disillusion-
ment  with the institutions of
British soclety,

"Now | know how corrupt
and immoral the system really
is, | have totally completely
and utterly lost all faith in
British justice, It just doesn't
exjst,"

THE LAW

Some  were  arrested  and
found out the hard way what
a sham the courts represented
The police were hated even
more,

"When we were
we were brought up to res-
pect the old-time bobbies on
the beat, but now 1 wouldn't
piss on one if | saw one on
fire"

The shock that each of the
women felt at the behaviour
of the police comes across
clearly, but perhaps suprising-
ly, their greatest hatred s
reserved for the media, All
of them agreed “hat

"The worst dark clouds all
the time was the awful prop
aganda which filled the tele-
vision and poapers. The an-
nouncers on telly were so
biased | could have choked
half of them. They've never
put a foot inside the valleys
or been on a plcket line, so
how could they be judge and
’{]r.\_“

As another one put

"Whar

children,

me maore than

upset

&

emisrgence of the women's support groups,

q proud, sincere, sharing coura-

§ are

§ ing class, and I'm damn proud

ly just forming their ideas
and their commitment to
them Is very tentetive, A
cultural atmosphere  within
the organisation which is to-
tally alien to them will do
nothing to bolster this com-
mitment, especially when you
consider the unease which
many working class people,
would feel as a single lone
figure, in a group dominated
by academic, graduate and
professional people,

There is of course absolu
tely nothing wrong in this
sort of person being a revo-
lutionary  soclalist, There is
certainly something  wrong
with an organisation which
s overwhelmingly composed
of them at the expense of
other groups.

And so there is a soclal/
cultural problem but this |s
Not  insurmountable, and at

various  times, some left

SPIRIT

anything was the press and
television that year, listening
to the way they lied about
everything, It makes you
wonder if they were bought,"

Equally suprising is the fact
that none of the women ex-

press any regrets about their
Involvement in the strike,
despite the great hardships

"I've talked sbout my los-
ses. but what | gained was
much more important, Pride
in mysell, selfl confidence
that | never knew | had, pride
in the working class, real de-
light in the people that I'm
a part of, my life, my world
and my culture,"

Ihree  distinct elements
shine through all of the
women's storles. Their pride

in themselves, in other women
and in their class.

"We won the comradeship
of the men. It took @ while,
but in the end they were for-
ced to treat us as equals, and
for the first time they had
to admire us,"

All of the women are con-

vinced that the radicalisation
is permanent
"We suddenly found out

that there is life after marri-
age. We have taken a politi-
cal step forward in a year
that most women would take
a lifetime to achieve, and we
don't intend to go back into
the background."

However the deepest and
most  solid commitment, is
not simply to other women,

but to their class,

"'m glad | was brought up
the way | was. My culture
and class is something to be
proud of, We have a terrific

sense of comradeship, That's
something  that  money can
never buy. | know that | can
hold my head up high now

and always,"

EXPERIENCE

Socialist  orthodoxy about
the virtues of the working
class has some real convic-
tion in the wvolces of these
women,

“Working class people have
wonderful  qualities. We're

geous, We will always be here
we cannot be destroyed."

Talking about a bitter and
hard struggle which might
have been expected to rank
alongside thelr worst exper|-
ences, the testimony of these
women shows that instead it
was an experience which gave
value and direction to their
entire lives. Liberal writers
and journalists given to re-
gretting the "foolishness" of
the strike, and it's "demorali-
sation” of the working class,
shown up for the jokes

that they are, by the spirit
and conviction of these
women, As one hersell sums
up

"Even though we are abu-
sed, there's nothing better
in the world than being work-

to say that | am."

You ean't Will the spleit by Jij
Miller. Published by the Women's
Press,

groups have managed 1o
overcome it and have man-
aged to involve sometimes
quite large numbers of wor-
king class people in their or-
ganisations, and it's activities
The trouble is very rarely
have they been able to main-
tain these links, The main
reason for this lays in the

internal  structures  of  these
organisations, which usually
sends  working class people

when they seem them, quick-
ly scurtling for cover,

DEMOCRACY ?

Just @bout every left group
today, organises itself in @
structure  which they refer

to as "democratic Centralism"
In practice, this usually turns
out to mean democratic with
a very small d, and centra-
lism with a very large C, In
just about every case, you
have a small group of intel-

lectuals, who seem to wield
absolute  and  unquestioned
authority, The  unprincipled
wheeling, dealing and  back-
stabing which these people
practice in  their  internal

dealings within the organisa-
tion, and the arrogant con-
tempt with which they seem
to so often treat their mem-
bers hay to be seen to be
belleved,

Il in addition to these foc-
tors we think about the an-
tics of those left groups, who
Insistent on the imminence
of the revolution, exhort their
members and supporters to
commit every waking minute,
and most of their hard earned

cash to the cause, It 5 not
difficult to understand why
the left in this country 18

MARCH AND RALLY

maovement by so many |

And so for varlous historl-
cal, social and political rea-
sons, there exists a great gap
between the revolutionary left
and the working class, This
must  ralse serious doubts
about it's ability to ever be
able to bulld and maintain
a strong influence within the
working class, even In the
event of a revolutionary up-
surge within 1. It was for
this reason that Red Action
was formed in 1982, by a
number of working class peo-
ple who had been members
of left groups and had had
first hand experience of the
nature of them. We believe
that a different form of or-
Ranisation 1s necessary f we
are ever to get revolutlonary
socialist ideas out into the
working class where they be
lang,

mnuamnga

ORGANISATION
Such and orgonisation will
need to be one that is over-

whelmingly composed of wor-
king class people, so thar it
is able to wunderstand and
gouge the mood and consious
ness of the class, It will
need  to  truely  democratic
in pracrice and not just name
It will need to be these and
many other things,. We do
do not claim to be that arga-
nisation today, but we do be
lleve that a group such as
Red Action will have & role
to play in it's building. In the
meantime we will work with
uwll of our energy and com
itment to malptain a tradit
on of miltant working class
activity,

REMEMBER
BOBBY SANDS MP
LONDON
SAT JUNE 27th

ASSEMBLE 12:30 PM
FINSBURY PARK

SUPPORT
RED ACTION

Red Action is an organisation founded by working class
people to work for the furthering of the cause of

Socialism, Mem

bership is open to all who accepi our

political principles and pay a weekly subscription. Every
member has an equal vote on all Red Action policy and

decisions

If you .umrl our aims but do nol wish to become a
member, you can become # supporting member. This does
not entitle you to vote, but you will receive:

1. A free subscription to the newspaper.

2. A
inf

ular internal newsletter that
of what is going on in the organisation.

will keep you

3. Notification of any Red Action sctivities in your ares.

The cost for this is £10 for one year.

bscriptions to the paper are still available separately.

Sa
The cost

|

is £3 pounds for ten issues. Please remember that
8 paper is 8 very uneconomic business and we

slways very grateful for any doaations, and especially
Srateful o sayone whe can take exirs coples (0 30l

PO box 158

Hatfield

Herts
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god by electricl
mond, who's treachery assisted Murdoch during the dispute,

What these incidents demonstrate quite clearly, he
for soliderity to stand for something more than name of
in Poland, and that while people llke Murdoch
may share many of the characteristices com-
to canines, loyalty isn't one of them,

i

~ After five years experience, a fully trained staff nurse still
receives £1,000 a year less than a police cadet in training

Labour M.P, Dennis Skinner complained bitterly to the spea-
ker in the House of Commons that a sixty seven year old
woman, Mrs, Elleen Mills of Southwark Pensioners Action
Group, was brutally attacked by ushers whilst being evicted
from the House's public gallery, following a protest about
pensioners fuel charges, Tory M.P.s were less than sympathe-
tic, one of them remarking that the organisation was akin to
the "provisional wing of Help the Aged".

"There are not too many middle-class Americans who will
die in Central America. Not too many died in Vietnam
either, They were mostly from the poorer classes"

Charles Lietky. Vietham war-hero,

Amid a new wave of repressive measures in South Africa,
aimed at crushing all dissent, was one which prohibits "the
wearing of in public, any badge, sticker or article of clothing
showing support for those detained” The new legislation
brought forth cries of condemnation from the liberal press
world-wide,

Meanwhile, back in the "Mother Country® "Bastion of De-
mocracy” Bob Geldof's former manager, Fachtna O Cellaigh,
was up before a London court charged with . . . wearing &
badge. He was convicted under Prevention of Terrorism Act,
for wearing a one Inch badge with the words "Out of the
ashes arose the provisionals" on his lapel end fined £75,

"I've seen gold on the streets of Dubal and no one stole
It, I've seen flogging there too. The man daing it has the
Koran under one arm, The guy being flogged collapsed and
they still carried on. It is a most effective way to stop crime
I've seen one policeman come into a room there and everyone
froze with respect. We've got a lot to learn from them."

The words of Tory M.P, Peter Brunivels, one of the chief
sponsers of attempts to bring back both capital and corporal
punishment. Like so many of his colleagues a glutton for pun-
ishment. Other people's of course.

"l see Nicaragua not only as a country fighting & bully in
the North. | see it even more as being in the front line of
the trenches in a world wide conflict . . . In & war between
civilisation and barbarism,"

Author Grahame Greene.

The surest indication that the capitalist system is in & cri-
5, is when the capitalists, like thieves begin to fall out,
Recently, prominent British and American economists and
industrialists have started to blame Japan for the state of
their economies, For their part, the Japanese following a far
more ominous historical precedent, have started to try and
blame the problems of their ailing economies onto the Jews.
Following Japan's worst economic performance for twelve
years, there have appeared there in recent months, about a
dozen books, including some best sellers, which purport to
prove that there is an International Jewish conspiracy, simed
at a Jewish world take-over and the destruction of Japan,
A somewhat familiar tale don't you think. | wonder what the
Japanese is for Sieg Hiel,

"Have you sscertained yer what message was intended to
be convveyed to you by the recent spate of LR.A. letter
bombs,"

Enoch Powell at the Prime Minister's question time,

Last year, the Met Police pald out a record £376,000 of
tax-payers money, in unpublicised out of court compensation,
The majority of payments were for cases of wrongful impris-
onment and assault, Scotland Yard has concealed the identi-
ties of those officers involved, and refuses to say whether
or not any disciplinary action has been taken against them
or thelr superlors,

I don't like fighting a war, | don't like having to kil
people. I don't like being on the run. | don't like being houn-
ded end harassed. | don't like any of these things, The reality
is | am forced into that position. If | opt out, then there s
no chance of change, | can acquiesce and accept British rule
and all that goes with it, or | can fight against it, You can
live under it if you want, or are prepared to live as a second
Class citizen, That term is thrown about, | don't think that
it s understood.”

An LR.A, representive,
e e ettt
"When | look at our opponent's proposals,
imitating our training schemes,"
Employment Secretary Kenneth Baker

| see that they're
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RED ACTION

RED ACTION 15 AN ORGANISATION FOUNDED TO WORK TOWARDS
THE ENDING OF THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM OF PRODUCTION AND
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SOCIALIST ONE

CAPITALISM The need of caplial snd labour cannot ever be reconciled. In
other words the quest by the employlag classes for greater profit, is in eternal conflict
with the demands of the working cinss for higher wages, shorter hours etc. I is In the
obvious interest of the employer (o keep wages down s low as possible while K is
equally obvious that ehis does nol serve the Inferests of the majority. The (wo systems
*ﬂ*“m-hnh“-‘*h
opposite directions, each In pursult of its own goals. A victory for one s pecessarily 8
*bnﬁ.mth*ﬂdmhhnﬂnﬂ.
Capitalism Is » system which is based on the private ownership of the means of
production. This menns that the factories, workplaces, nstural resources efc, on
which we all depend to produce the necessities of life are the private property of a few
individuals, who use them fo produce not whet is most socially necessary, but
whatever will make them the most profit. When it sults them, they are sble fo dose
down those productive resources, even though there may be great social need for
what could be produced on them. Regardiess of how rich 8 country may be in natsirsd
rsources, caplialism can never provide equality of wealth due to its own inherent
lmitations. It is obviously impossible for everybody to become 8 capitalist
(employer) and so 1o functon, the system demands (he creation and mainienance of
an employing class and a working class, or if you like an upper class snd bower class.
Propping up this sytem, are the forces of social comtrol—aemy, police force, civil
service etc-—all controlied by (otally unelecied and un-sccountable representatives of
The capltalist class.

date, The chairmen of the local Consevative Association
explains that at the time Cooper had disagreed with the poli-
cies of Edward Heath but "He now agrees with the policies
of Mrs Thatcher"

The question Is has the N.F, moved closer to the Tories,
or have the Tories adopted the policies of the N.F. 7 Answers

on & postcard please,
R e

The refusal of the Prime Minister to launch an investigation
into the substantial allegations made by a number of former
officials involved in covert operations, who claim that in 1975
MI5 sought to discredit Labour, Liberal and moderate Tories,
and establish a right wing Conservative government, is per-
fectly understandable seeing as how she and her cronies were
the very ones who were meant to benelit from the smear
campaign,

However there are some even more sinister allegations
which deserve investigation, but which have been as yet,
completely ignored by the press,

A few years ago, Lord Carver, former Chief of the De-
fence Staff confirmed that in 1874, “fairly senior officers
had suggested that if the Labour government had took @ radi-
cal leftward course, the army would have to do something
about it. In 1976, Alrey Neave, MI6 “"spook” and close confi-
dant of Mrs. Thatcher was involved in talks aimed at setting
up an "army of resistance, in the case of Tony Benn becoming
leader of the Labour Party and forming a government (later
that year the INLA blew him up and probably did us all a
favour)

SOCIALISM I is impossible for us todsy to say exactly whal a sockalist system will
hm.-mun.—un-hmummhmu.
However there are some features that would have (o be present in amy society, before
we woubd be willing (o consider it as socialist.

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP Only when all of the major productive resources and
indusiry are taken into public ownersibp, will it be possible for the democratlc will of
the majorlty to ensare that they are at all times employed in the most socially useful
mannes. This will resull in 8 massive increase in production snd wesith.
mmmmummmmdmn-ﬁ-uy
will be elected by those they represent snd subject 1o recall,

FREEDOM AND EQUALITY AN will be expected (o contribute to production and
all will receive equal rewaurd and have equal rights, irrespective of sex, race of creed.
The state will provide adequaie facilities (o cater Tor the needs of the elderly, sick,
handicapped. nursing mothers etc, who will all recelve u full wage. All questioms or
personal morality will be free from state interferemce. Abortion and contraception
will be legal and provided by the state. There will be freedom or wership for al
relighon, but no church will be allowed 1o interfere in state matters,

Top Tory Sir len Gilmour candidly admits that "Conserva-
tives do not worship democracy, DemoCracy is &8 means to an
end, and If it Is leading to an end that is undesirable, or that
I§ Inconsistent with itself, then there I8 @& theoretical case
for ending it"

When Tories claim to be the "Resl defenders of democracy
what they actually mean is that they will give support to
the political system of the country for as long as it allows
capitalism to flourish, nothing more, For them to try and
pretend otherwise is about as honest as Klaus Barbie trying
to claim credit from the allies for his work with the French
resistance,

INTERNATIONALISM The capitalist economic system is linked up internationally,
mht“bmhham“.uwwhnuw
have the same infevests. It is impossible for secialism 10 exist In isolation in one
couniry, & the power of internationsl capitalism would crush i,

NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD TO SOCIALISM Socialism connot be schieved
through the partismentary system, because the real power in soclety lays not with
eected MPs but with rich industrialists and the leaders of the srmed forces, police
Judiciary eic. The present structures cannot be reformed they must be overthrows,
The Labour Party does not try (o end enpitalism, but merely give the workers a better
deal within i1,

British Gas, privatised last year, Is taking a tough line with
impoverished customers over fuel debts. Latest figures show
that disconnections of domestic gas supplies rose last year
to forty two thousand, two hundred and fifty five, an in-
crease of almost thirty percent. The Electricity Board, with
whom they share an identical code of practice for consumer
disconnections, increased their's by one percent,

Tell that to Sid,

UNION STRENGTH, WE SUPPORT ANY PICKET LINE IN DEFENCE OF
mnmuwmsrmnum.mwamwmmm
movement within the umions. Md’h&“hm:h-h
wumm.uuﬂ&wm“mum
to take nction independent of the of ficials when necessary.

TOTAL OPPOSITION TO RACISM AND FASCISM We opposed any movement
or ideology which atiempts (o divide the working class on grounds of race, sex, or
creed. w-mummmmm.mmm
physically on the streets,

"We will not tire of repesting that violence is not Christian

Pope John Paul speaking in Chile, as police tear-gassed the
audience.

THE IRISH NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLE AGAINST OUR OWN
RULING CLASS We support the right of oppressed people the world over (o fight
back. We uuconditionally support the right of the revolutiinan srmies The Irish
Republican Army, snd the Irish Natiooal Liberation Army, 1o engage in armed
struggle 1o free their country from Briti b rule. We draw gresi inspiration from the
principled and courageous manner in which they conduct their struggle, and from the
wity In which they have integrated cubturs| snd dlass expression into their political
mavement,

"This morning on the streets of Ardoyne, we saw scenes
reminiscent of the ghettoes of Soweto in South Africa, Our
oppressors fought and argued over twenty feet of Belfast, Not
their streets, our streets, and the natlonalist people, and more
importantly the Marley family, were denied the right to bury
their loved one in peace and dignity, to use the words of
Nicholas Scott several weeks ago. That was what happensd
this morning."

The words of Martin McGuiness, Sinn Fien representitive
at the funeral of Larry Marley shot dead by loyalist para-mi-
litaries, The funeral was delayed for two days due to at-
tempts by the Royal Ulster Constabulary to hi-jack the funer-
al, and remove by force any political content from what was
clearly a political event, Through their efforts, the state
which they represent hus rarely looked so seedy and sordid.
Former Indian Prime Minister Gandhi was once asked what he
thought of civilisation in Britain, He replied "1 think that
it would be a very good idea." A very accurate reflection of
the way in which the majority of the Irish working class must
view the British state,

THE “COMMUNIST" STATES The regimes in countries such as Russia, China
Cuba etc, wre used us examples to ry and prove socialism undesirable. In our view,
withough these couniries have planned economies, they cunnot be described as
m.w-mmmwhmmmun
enaccountable ruling clite. Public ownership, freedom and democrscy are ull
Mmdmﬂ-n‘hmmhwnﬁ\uwm
right of the people in these states (o overthrow the leadership and implement socialist
policies. At the same time however, we recognise the difficulties that states such ss
Nicarngua —and others past and preseni— face, from capitalist backed mercenary
armies, milltary intervention, and economic wbotage, which moke immediate
mu.lﬂuﬂw.\lﬂhlﬁnmmw.n
will continue 0 sapport them.

THE ORGANISATION Traditionslly, the structure of revolutionsry socialist
whl&m.hhmmmmh-&uulﬂm
of seif selected acndemics and intellectual, who wield absolute suthority over the
membership. Such o structure falls, firstly because there can be no true democracy in
mlumn.u‘wmﬁnmnh,admmmmﬁ
organkation are so fur removed from the restities of working dasm Wie, W canmol
relate property o that cass. A revolutionury socialist organisation must be composed
of and led by working class people. I must recognise thal no leadership |s immune
from corruption and be truely democratic in its internal structures, It musi be ready
»Mbnmmmm-ﬁum-ﬂmmll
must present sochalist politics in a manner in which working e people can identify
with in their life and their work and thelr leisure. 1t must be consistent, principled snd
sbove all honest in ity politics. Only then will it begin 10 be able to relute to the
working class, most of whom todsy mre cynical il not hostile towards the
revolutionary lefi. We recognise that a revolutionsry working class party is necessary
I capitalian Is to be overthrown. We are not that party, neither are those groups
which clalm 1o be it. We will work 1o keep slive » tradition of working class
militancy, until such time a5 enough militants can be brought together to form that

party.
“

"The only way to stop the spread of AIDS is to use Prime
Ministerial broadcasts properly, | want to see Margaret That-
cher on T.V. showing people how to put on a condom"

Ken Livingston, spesking at a public debate st Girton
College Cambridge.

RED ACTION
IN ACTION

Red Action, as part of Anti Fascist Action have maintained
a high level of activity against the National Front in recent
month, Activities have included being responsible for the can-
cellation of a proposed N.F, benefit concert in Kingston, and
causing an N.F, bye-election meeting in Greenwich to be can-
celled, when 15 anti-fascists gained sccess to it under the
Representation of the People's Act. The whole place erupted
almost immediately, and whilst the anti-fascists were outnum
bered between two and three to one, they still put up &
creditable performance before being ejected by the police,






