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THE CAPITAL QUESTION

Capital punishment. A socialist view
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When the German working class rose
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When  Rupert  Murdoch
F’Wiﬂt operations  from
leet St, to Wapping, sacking
five ﬁ&m ' ind w

hers & new
and disturbing aspect of trade

reared it's ugly head
At W not only were

the printworkess let down by
lack of active support from
other unions - @5 were the
miners and other strikers in
countless other disputes - they
algo had to contend with ano-

cure jobs with them for it's
members. It has started com-
peteing with other unions, in
much the same way as pri-
vate companies would com-
pete with each other for con-

REALISM OR
OLLABORATION

ther union actively working tracts. Thus they offer new
with the employer against cCompanies major concessions
them. That union was the from the workforce, such as
electricians and plumbers changes in working practices
uion the EEP.T.U. led by or a no, strike agreement, in
Eric Hammaond, exchange for being granted
After many denials and sole recognition and bargain-
attempted cover ups, the full N8 rights,
truth about the E.E.P.T.U,'s

EXAMPLE
part in the dispute has been

revealed In  national papers An example of this came
and T.V. programmes, They to light recently on Channel
had allowed their members 4's Diverse Reports  prog

to be trained to do the jobs ramme, It showed how In @

at Wapping, with full know- newly opened Japanese owned
tedge of what was going to  company iIn South Wales, at
happen, long before the dis- first no union was recognised.
pute started. When it did be- I'he Company then announced
gin, EEPT.U. members ig- that it would allow a union,
nored requests not to cross  but only one, and that it
the official picket lines (the would have to be one that
basic and most sacred rule the Company approved of,
of trade unionism) along with  and which would assist in

National Uniton of Journalists
members, who touted the line

increasing production, Of the
four unions which approached

of the Notts miners "we vot- the company, the L.EP.T.U,
ed to come here* with It's no-strike deals and
eagerness to break 1.1.C,
BACK DOWN rulings looked to favourite

to ger the joh.

The next obvious step after s

:Ir.,;;ti.“ “”’I: I_;’:M:‘?f l":":;”zn:' It is obvious that in a situ-
: atlon such as this, the whole
gress to seek. support, and and purpose of & trade
‘.,"!,.,;. r.l,lr"":"r:f- u\:ﬂulﬁi::ﬂr::m;::' unlon has been totally subver
the T.U.C, backed down l-‘: e, TTOR SeIRg MmN

created and controlled by the
workers in order o defepd
thelr,  living standards
working conditions, it
become something set up oand
controlled by the employers,

the EEP.T.U, who threatened
among other things, to form
a breakaway ultra right wing
UG, along with other uni
ons in the grip of right wing
leaderships such as the engin-

and

has

eers union (AJU.F) and the ' order to  assist in the
scab  Unlon of .I}l-mm'r-mr smooth  operation ol the
\'{I.ill‘i\-'l‘)rkl'r'- the T -i'(' has workplace, and the boosting
shown itslef to be @ tiger ©f Production.

without teeth, & spent force, :
These two alms cannot pos

Worrying as  the outright sibly be served by the same
treachery of the EEP.T.U. force. How can a union offic
at Wapping Is to the future jal strive to act to the best
of - trade  unionism, 685 less  of his/her ability to  defend
obvious, but just a big a his/her members intersst
threat can be seen in the volving pay ol comditions et
tat'tlcs which this union has  when hefshe is also trving to
tarted employing, tn it's ef-  please the management, who's
forts to win recogmition for Interest opviously lays in get

itsedl from companies and se

OUT OF MIND
ORJUST OUT
OF SIGHT |

ting a5 much as possible out

Stanching in it's own worid, a ri
walls, frozen from the movement of everyday Hfe., It s a
bleak picture for the human eve, the dim |t rridors  ech
@8 you approach the rows ol numerous locked doors, The win
dows are shadowed with iron bars to keep the upants en
Closed., The wictims within are rapped with mere exister
Every day Is just another number on a tlendes

I'he picture | have just described for you
tution, The people within | v I ) | |
This is the home 1k S0 b |
inormal, and allows i r W V .
lives, They haw ed and locked N im
thiey have commited Is being mentally o phyvsically handicap
Pl

The loonies, the utrers, the low  grades the funny larm.,
These are the sort of descriptions vou hear used by people
blinded by lgnorance, and ignorance dangerous, From Vie
torian times to the recent years {f the fiftie peaple rolled
up to see the "Freak Show" in town, The lowest form of ex
piottation money, changing hands 1o the CHAT i laughier at
the expense of other people’s disabilities, Our dick s ey,
treating  handicapped  people  the AIE a8 mass.  murderers
Peter Sutcliffe and Myra Hindley, giving them the same cold

houlder treatment, The laws ol the land use mental instity
tions to silence some dl.\'al'nl'_llu'( voices, The E.( .]._ henvy
loses of Largactol and the free distribution of Vallum, This

treatment and these drugs breed apathy and oumb the brain
W all Tight and I‘t-l-hng. If vyou think ditferently or vour {ace

foesn't fit, you're forced to the back of the crowd,

(hink @and question, Handicapped people have the same
teclings as you or L 1 feel ashamed to have to explain that
fact, but to some it's not so obvious, The voice for equality
frecdom must be taken to the mental institutions, and
wman rights must be established. We all take small humun
liberties for granted, voting, choice over foad and clothing,
haths and showers, when to watch television and play music,
Spare a thought for those who exist and die behind the walls
of institutions, who have no cholce over their lives, Do not
ignore what s staring you in the face. The walls of oppres-
slon need kicking., At first you will bruise your feet and
achieve little, Persist and they will crumble. Kick down the
fences, crack thelr filthy system. Agitate, educate and organ-
Ise,Remember the home without o key,

The changing face of
trade union sell outs

The e > e unjonist of the 1980s, 8y Sointly recowended by
hAlbwert Hammond arg Rupert Murdoct

of the workforce in terms of When the printers and the

production, and giving as |jc- Miners went on strike, they

tles as possible back In wages did so not to try and get

money, but to try and defend

thus boosting profit marging,
the right to work free of the

tear of redundancy, under

WEAPON conditions acceptable 1o the
workforce, and to maintain

Ultimately, the only real the right to withdraw labour
weapon which workers have when in  disagreement with
in  their efforts to secure manegement. These are basic
gains from their employers, rights which it took trades
= the threat to withdraw unionists hundreds of years
their labour power, That (s of struggle to gain, It s
the only thing they have obvious that by collaborating
which the employers need, Wwith the emplovers as they
To try and enter into negoti- have been doing, the leader-
ations with employers when ships of unions like the E.E.P
you have renounced that  T.U. and U.DM. have totally
threat under & no strike deal forfeited these rights. The
means that vou have ahso cost of this will eventually
lutely nothing with which 1t be barn by those they have
back up your demands. It e fed  into this siteation, nghl
ke trying to confront an  now, the biggest danger s
armed epemy with no bullets that other union leaders may

i your own gun, try to follow their patch,

THE CAPITAL
" QUESTION

't temp 1 number of Tary M.} o re-intro
i ¢ pensity has rolsed this issue once again, The
rgEume i I ainst apital pumtshment rage long and
M | i raditional political barriers, and
l Piw ither matters, So s there whatr could
b described tosocialist position on this matter ? Would
ent be practiced in 3 & 3list fety 27
It i tirm hope of socialists, that i truely socialist
ciety, crime will eventually die away nd with it the need
tar any torm ol legal system. However as long as there ex
ISts Crime  against  the person, such o murder, robbery, rape
etc, then obviously there will be the need for some sort of
machinery to try and curtall this. However the only wav in
which such a force could morally justify it's existence, would

bee if it aspired only to the highest ideals, to view it's task
not as the punishing of individunls, but merely as protecting

soctety from anti-social acts, in a manner which causes the
least sulfering and inconvenience for all com erned, ingluding
the transgressor, Revenge should have no part is socialist jus-
tice, Il a socialist state were to take someone's life in re-
venge for them having taken one, is it not just  descending
to the same level as the killer, and by doing so, does it not

forfeit it's right to sit in judgement upon others ?

But what about the LR.A, ? people will no doubt reply, you
Support them and they kill people. Isn't that just the same
4% supporting capital punishment, No it isn't. The LR.A. kill
people yes, They do so because they are in o war situstion
nto which they have heen forced, as the only way in which
they cen realise their totally justifiable political aims, A rey-
olutionary army engaged in armed struggle, can in no way
he compared with or aspire to the ideals of an established
regime, just as no capitalist regime would expect it's acts
when it is involved In war, to be judged by the standards of
peacetime. Killing is an inescapable fact of wartime. You
kill the enemy, because if you don't the enemy will kill you,
In peacetime, there is no such excuse, and no civilised state
should practice legal murder.

THEINLA FEUD

fued recently within the ranks
of the Irish National Liberation Army, brought forward much
comment from various soclalist groups In this country, very
little of which was based on any Informed or constructive
appraisal of the situation. Particularly contemptable were
those groups who whilst admitting that they knew little or
nothing about the origins of the fued, nevertheless went on
to back calls for the disbandment of the LN.L.A., which of
course whs exactly what one of the factions involved were
calling for. In one breath they admit that they know nothing

about the issues Involved in a
take sides in ir,

For Red Action, our posi-

dispute, and In the next they

differences Sinn Fein may
have with the political move-

tion on such a matter IS ment from which the LN.L.A,
merely to be consistent to emerges, disagreement over
what our position on Ireland the need for and legitimacy

has always been. We have al-
ways asserted that the prim-
ary task for socialist groups
in this country as far as Ire-
land is concerned, is to sup-
port every facet of the strug-
gle for Irish freedom in what-

of the armed struggle is not
one of them. But this is ex-
actly what really lay at the
heart of these groups criti-
cisms of the LN.L.AA. We
know that because st other
times they aim exactly the

ever way they can, and to same sort of criticisms at
wark to build & solidarity and  Sinn Fein and the LR.A.
support movement in  this

country. This task does not QUESTION

require that we give our sup-
port to, or try and align our-
selves with any one section
of the Republican Movement,
To do so would not only be
irrelevant to the task at hand
it would also be highly pre-
tentious, You would in effect

The question of whether
or not the LN.L.A should dis-
band may well turn out to
be irrelevant, After this tra-
gedy, it will be enormously
difficult if not impossible for
it to exist In any coherent
or effective form, If it should

be putting yourself in the he the case that we are
position of trying to judge ahout to witness it's demise,
the respective merits of the we can fully expect those on
different groups  involved, (he |eft who have always op-

something which we In this
country, totally removed from
the practical realities of the
struggle have no right what-
soever to do.

PRINCIPLE

Exactly the same principle

puosed the armed struggle of
the Irish people, to come
foward with a great ' chorus
of "we told you so" as if this
demise somehow proves the
futility of that struggle, as
if the seeming failure of the
LN.L.A. In it's alm of waging

applies in the case of the revolutionary war with the
LN,L.A, fued, Socialist groups British state, somehow makes
in this country, with no real the palitics of those who have
knowledge of the issues in- NEVEr eéven begun to attempt

volved in the dispute, had no

this task superior to theirs,

right whatsoever to take any We will not accept this view
position on it, other than to for one minute. The decline
back calls for an end to the of the LN.L.A, has been
feud, and support those who caused by a variety of fac-
were  working towards this tors, some of which could
end. They certainly did not have been avoided or control-
have the right to take sides |ed by those involved, and
in It. Yet this is exactly others which were totally be-
what those who backed the yond their control. Whatever
calls for the disbandment of mistakes have been made
the LN.L.A, were in effect and no-one  will be more
doing, and showing in the gware and conscious of these
process, their total lack of than those involved none
political principle, of it alters for one minute,
It is no co-incidence thay the legitimacy and correct
those groups which took this 0ess of the armed struggle
position, are the same ones of the Irish people to _"m'
who have slways been at best their  country from British
fukewarm in their support for fule.
the armed struggle, and at DECLINE
warst actively hostile towards
it Their attack on the -.I.\-'l. The decline of the LN.L.
A, had nothing to do with any A. is just one chapter in a
Informed analysis of the situ

struggle which has been going

stion within the organisation, HT ;
tllf"h wWire ‘\ll'!]pl\ :.;i.h“-'i; l|d ;T«}{:r ll(’}{l . I-HJNDRnF.I)

) ARS, and which will con-
vantage of an .[,,I...n.u.n' r- tinue until it has successfully
N 5D ST 85 '”ﬁ""'_"“‘r rid Ireland of British rule,
1|=ll\.-|n-ufli-1ua';.N.F-I;-lll'ln;- lrlll'li'\lllr|.].;< The task of & 'tree reynlun-
dadec 4, . .”. e : ' omary in this country, is not
hyocrisy ol these people I\h‘l.; to sit back gloating at it, as
seen, when attempting Lo 160G Lo s of vindication of
more welght to thelr attack, . heie own inability to wage
they were quick to ['"_”” OUt 4 serious struggle of any
that by calling for the dis- o o against the British state
bandment of the LN.L.A,, but to study it and learn
they m»rl-l rlu-n;'n. r!‘t h;’”‘* from it. To learn the lessons
similar calls made by Sinn

Fein, [t must have been quite
experience for them
found themselves In
authority of Sinn

a novel
to have
voking Lhe
Fein in this seeing as
now they usually spend what
little time they devate to the
Ireland critisising

wav,

sublect of

of what mistakes were made,
in order that If and when
the time comes for us to
enter a higher level of strug-
gle, we will be all the more
prepared for it and can avoid
making those same mistakes,
Fhat is the only fitting trib-
ute which we can pay, to the

them, To now try and imply oy %1 Mo
in this way that they and many brave dedicated and
S Fein were somehow sincere  revolutionaries, who
Sinn ein : ( g ) : ‘

aligned over this matter was K8V Up their lives (ighting

grossly  dishonest. Whatever

for the LN.L.A.




THE WILHELMSHAVEN REVOLT|THROUGH
THE POST

Gay Rights

At the beginning of this
century, with the rapid indus-
trislisation of Germany, there
grew up what was then num-
erically, the largest workers
movement in the world. Un-
like in Britain, a party of
workers with socialist ideals
was formed even before the
development of the trade
union movement,

It was a time of
scale industrial unrest in
Countries throughout Europe
including Britain and Ireland,
and of the world wide spread
and development of revolu-
tionary ideas, even in coun-
tries such as the U.S.A. This
development was to a large
extent destroyed by the out
break of World War One in
1914, as many of the leaders
of the various soclalist move-
ments rejected International
working class solidarity, in
favour of backing their own
various governments efforts
to build empires at each oth-
ers expense, and joined the
calls for working class people
to fight and die for this aim,

large

REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT

However, in spite of the
massive surge of nationalism
and chauvinism in all of the

combatiing states, there were
in each of them small groups
of socialists who remained
true to their ideals. In Germ-
any, the revolutionary spirit
was kept alive by people such
as Karl Liebknecht, At a
mass demonstration in 1916,
he proclaimed the slogan
"Down with the war, the
principal enemy is your own
governmem" For this he was
sentenced to two years hard
labour, but his message ech-
oed across the munitions [a
tories, bactlefields and naval
units at sea,

Within the German Navy,
there was a long tradition of
militancy from socialist sai-
lors, who now began to
organise and agitate on the
various ships and vessels of
the fleet, and secret revolu-
tionary committees were for-
med. Broadsheets were printed
addressed to soldiers at the
front, and to women workers
in the war industries, and
thousands of copies distribu

ted and plastered on walls

and buildings. Two days |ater,

SUPPORT
RED ACTION

strikes broke out
cities, and the
bakeries of the Reich were
plundered by hungry workers.
In the fleet, sailors began
to refuse orders, and resjs

spontaneous
in several

tance and acts of armed sab
otage became common,

By the summer of 1918,
the cases of insubordination
and  disobediance at the
North Sea base in Wilhelm
shaven, had grown into out-
right mutiny, The sailors had
been ordered into one  last
and almost certainly suicidal
push against the British fleet,
but had other ideas about
dieing for "The glory of the
Fatherland” Within an hour,
the Red Flag had been hois-
ted on the masts of all the
warships in the port.

REVOLUTION

Fhe revolution spread like
& forest fire fanned by a
huge wind. Soldiers, sailors
and workers councils began

everywhere,
revolutionaries

(o spring up
Columns  of

were sent to every part of
Germany, and attempts were
made to establish  contact
with Russian revolutionaries
at Krondstat., Berlin was ta-
ken, the Kalser fled, and
from the balcony of the Im-

Karl Liebknecht
German  Socia

perial Palace,
proclaimed a
list Republic,

All Hoverment buildings
were occupled by representi
tives ol the work ing class,
I'he Prisons  were stormed,
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German revolutionaries on top of the Brandenberg Gate in Berlin, In November 1

and thousands of prisoners
released including Rosa Lux-
emberg, another revolutionary
socialist leader who had been
imprisoned for her activities,

The German revolution was
§ spontaneous uprising which
united many differem
of German society, all weary
of the horrors of war and it's
attendant  poverty, and all
determined 1o overthrow the
regime which they held re
sponsible for It, However by
no means were all of them
revolutionary com
mited to establishing a new
working class controlled state
Many were merely  venting
their wrath and anger at the
old regime, without any clear
view of what should replace
it, There was also a large
and influential Social Demo
cratic movement, who wanted
no more than to merely es
tablish the Parlamen
tary regime which existed
then in most other European
countries, They were
opposed to what they
the "extremist" aims of the
revolutionary  socialists like
Liebknecht and Luxemburg,

SecCtions

socialists

sort ol

totally
S8wW as

ARGUMENTS

As the arguments between
the Soctal Democrats and the
Revolutionary Socialists
the future Lthe
olution maore acute,
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pre waged crude witch

nunt against the revolutionary

OClalists, accusing them of

all sorts of crimes and exces

s, the army generals began

(0 move t he

unit ol

mnto urban cer

Lres, soldiers  who
lated at the

the revol

been s
away
had

with i’ ideas, It

had front
from

Iar utlon,

ind heen  infected

WS  hes
forces which

the full bad

eventuaily with
king of the Soclal
Democrats, carried out a

ind  bloody suppress
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The defeat of the revoluti-
onary soclalists, left the way
apen for the forces of capita
lism to re-assert their control

of society, They could not
re-establish  the Monarchist
regime as there would have

been too much popular oppo-
sition to this, but anyway it
wasn't necessary for them
to do this. At the cost of a
few minor concessions, they
could maintain thelr real con-
trol through the institutions
of social democratic system,
This situation they were hap-
py to tolerate, untll a few

918
years later, when a new
movement led by a certain

Mr. A. Hitler emerged offer-
ing them a better deal, They

then joined with him as he
totally destroyed all  bhasic
freedom in German society,
and Social Democracy with
It.
RELEVANCE

So what relevance do these
events have to us seventy
vears on 7 What can we learn
from them ? For a start we
can see quite clearly how
even the most seemingly se
cure  and impregnable of

regimes, can so quickly lose
their grip on society in chan-
ging circumstances, When the
Crerman establishment led the
country awav to war in 1914,
to  the estatic support of
masses of the people, talk
of it's overthrow would have
seemed unthinkable,
four short vears later, it
swept away powerless, It s
a lesson we should all re
member, especially at those
occasional times when our
struggle
less and pointless,

We learn
of overthrowing
gime,
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ire drawn into the movement
All want to change
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In Germany where the ba-
lance ol forces was against
them they were beaten, but
their experience lives on to

enrich our knowledge, and to
inspire us in our fight to est-
ablish a society which will
be one, where in the words

of Rosa Luexemburg
"the great working mass
ceases to be & ruled mass,

and itself lives and directs
the whole of political and
economic life, in free and

consclious seli~determinetior

To Red Action

In view of the
mounting  hostility  towards
leshians and gays, the steering
committee of this years Les-
blan and Gay Pride Carnival
Parade, has decided to appeal

b th« pages of Hed Action are open
for support from predominant- for anyone to write on any sibject
Iy hetrosexual organisations, ey wish, Please kesp letters as
We  hape tt}ml as many work- .?‘ﬁf‘aé'.' 1‘3‘}.‘:“.3';,'1'::?:,:'?3;,_:'_“ 0
ing People's organisations as
possible will be represented councils and political parties,
in the solidarity contingent |y you would like further
of the parade. Our slogan is information concerning  the
"EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL work of the Pride Commit-
DEFEND LESBIAN AND GAY tee's solidarity working group
RIGHTS" please do not hesitate to get

We are writing to you to 0 touch with me,
ask you to publish the enclos Mary Harper
ed resolution, and to encour 11 Rushton House
age your readers to take ug Albion Avenue
the task of raising it within London S.W.8 25F
their trades unlons, trades Tel. 720 7139

MODEL RESOLUTION.

ThiSiisasssnanrejects the attempts of the gutter press, big
ots and right wing politicians, to make use of the fear of
A.LDS, to whip up hostility against gay men. We are deeply
concerned that the demial of rights to lesblans and gay men,
and the increasingly common calls for greater repression are
now being justiflied as legitimate "public health" measures
In view of the mounting violence, discrimination and hatred
being directed against lesbions and govs, we believe that it
Is imperative for this branch/ward/committee/council to stand
up and be counted, We support the initiative of the Lesbisr
and Gay Pride Weeks Committee, In working for the muost
widespread  attendance of working people's organisations at
the Pride Carnival parade. We support the orgenisers stand
point of "Equality for all Defend lesblan and gay rights"
and we resolve to send our banner and as many of our mem
bers as possible to march in solidarity behind the lesbian and
gay orgamsations in London of the 2Tth of June 1987,

Republican Bands

Alliance

On behalf of the Republican
Band Alliance Scotlend, we
wish to thank the following
Rroups .

The Crossmaglen Patriors
Republican flute band and the
Rising Pheonix Republican
fute  band Edinburgh, Red
Action London, Anti Fascist
Action, Direct Action, Cam
palgn for Free lrelund, Rey
olutionary Communist  Group,
Azanlan Solidarity ( ampaign,
Harringay |r|u||_p. out  Move
ment, Lelcester Troops out
Movement,

Both bands send their best
wishes and thanks for  any
future commemarations, The
Band Alliance hope that in
the near future, all of vour
humanitarian ideals and politi
cal beliels become a reality.
A special thanks must go to
Red Action London, who were
most  instrumental in bringing
the band to Sheffleld for this
year' Bloody Sunday Com
memaoration, and @lso last
ear’ | d Wi
h ! e not | i
t he M i T4 §!
Rroug 37 ot ed {
the control  commitie
they ar teriing work, for
both marches were at shor
notice

Once again mary thanks
for vour donations o the
bands, who are maostly the
unemployed youth of Scotland
We look forward to meeting
all groups in London in May
or June, "Tiociaidh ar la"

Joseph Pearce O'Kane
Public Relations Officer
Republicon Band Alliance
Scotland

Rank and
File Group
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Rosn Luxesburg, o grest revolutionary leader.



THE VOICE

OF REASON

re-affirmed it's total opposition to
nt attempt to resch a compromise
rdian reported on the 9th of March
omend the use of condoms in spec-
il perforation is made in the condom
y of fertilisation." | must admit that

could ' r
former alter boy and confirmed cynic
. ‘F ;I‘

cases . ly if &
allow fof the possi
left en b
ppen-mout in dis-
t debated in 1968, the celibate pen-

\_When the issue way |
sioners ruldd against pill and all forms of contraception,
They took /this decisidn in the full knowledge of the misery

1 would chuse mkﬂqu{’:! people, and perhaps even more sup-

risingly regardless of the damage which it would almost cer-
fainly cause to a © ny owned by the Church called Isti-
tuto Farmacolegico lg:éremh who's best

wait for It, an oral fontraceptive,

selling product  was,

That | suppose, |s theYhigh price that has to be paid for
having principles. ¢ o
P oo
| decided to give up my fast because | was losing the
ability to remain lucid and rational."
The Reverend David Rushworth, who went on a hunger
strike on Januvary the First of this year declaring that "God

is very angry with Maringey" In protest at the councils policy
of including the subject of homasexuality in it's sex education

classes in schools, | can't imagine that rationality was ever
one of his strong points can you ? A,
e

In 1985, some twenty four thousand people went into cus-

tody for non-payment of fines, making it the biggest single
reason for people being imprisoned. About one third of ol
female prison receptions are for fine defauly after a convic
tion for drunkeness or soliciting. Seventy percent of them are
unemployed, Soliciting is a crime whilst actual prostitution
is not. The practice of wusing a fine as a deterrent against
@ prostitute Is complete hypocrisy, for it is tontramount to
the magistrate forcing the defendent to re-pffend in order
to pay of the fine. Sending them to jail for failing to pay the
fine is the fingl mockery. Screwed i you do, screwed if vou
don't. A perfect example of Thatcher's Britian, ‘ | 4
{' "When workers are feeling discriminated against, it is prob-
‘ably emotional,”

A comment from & white personnel manager of the Anglo
American Company In South Africa, which pays it't black
employees thirty pounds for a forty five hour week.

The Home Office anouncement that it was considering buy-
ing a roll-on roll-off car ferry for use @8 an immigration
detention centre for refugees and visitors refused entry, tem
porarily solving an accomadation problem, coming as it did
a week after the Zeebrugge disaster, makes it sound more
like an attempt on thelr part to impose the linal solution,

*The LR.A. I& always referred to os terrorist, the occupying
army as the security forces. Repression is the restoration of
law and order. British soldiers kill, LR.A volunteers murder,

Ihe British never kill or injure civilians, thelr victims are
always gunmen or rioters. They are terrorists alter all, and
that's what terrorists do isn't it 7 The Republicans have kan

geroo courts, the British have & judicial system - no jury, a
British judge ond strange rules about the admissibility of ewi
dence, but not a kangeroo in sight."

"Brivish" M.P. Gerry Adams, explaining to the sons and
daughters of the priveleged at the Oxford Union how in thetr
name, Britania waives the rules,

America wa

and ol those

"When | went to El Salvador, | saw that
prociising the same f(raud and decelt,
characters who had been in Vietnam were showing up ogain”

shady

Oliver Stone, Vietnam veteran and director of the Ttlms
Midnight Express, Platoon and Salvador.

"Belfast and Derry are every bit as bad as any other war
| ever covered."

Richard Boyle, war correspondant, and Oscar nominee for

his part in the making of the film Salvador,

The Economic League s a right wing organisation backed
by some two thousand leading British companies, which inves
individuals In industry whom they judge 1o be polit
subversive, It points out a Htele optimistically, that the
presence ol revolutionaries Is a threat to all others in the
company, whatever their job or position, The management has
"more In common® It claims, "with the most awkward but
nat politically motivated shop steward, than any member of
the workforce has with the dedicated revolutionary" On a re-
cent World in Action programme, it was alleged the the
League traded information with the police, and recieved from
them details of criminal records, bank accounts and car num
ber plates, Given that the League views groups such as C.N.
0., Friends of the Earth and Anti Aparthed groups as vehicles
for subversives, it is not suprising that their files are consid
erable, with some two hudred and fifty thousand people on
them. I you lsten really carefully, you can just hear in the
distance, the lonesome echo of the midnight knock,

tigates
cally

Miner Graham Smithhurst aged thirty six, was used
king in uncomfortable positions,

work a coal face in en srea
foot above the floor, when the

3f

out of the debris, They were told that t would

for any absence on the day of the funersl, months ear-
lier at the same pit, another miner Tony Wiggins died of a
heart attack at work, His colleague Graham Clayton, blamed

his death on "the shit you sre breathing in down there". For
anyone who has ever read George Orwell's book "The Road
to Wigan Pier" in which Orwell describes the hell-hole that
was @ nineteen thirties coal mine, (and praises new techniques
then just being introduced to improve conditions) the above
will read like a familiar anecdote from the bad old days of
cosl mining, Graham Smithurst died on the ninth of February

this year,
e —

"l was looking through my son's homework, and had to lsugh
when on reading that worker ants con drag things fifty times
their own weight, | asked him "what to you conclude from
that 2" his reply ? "They haven't got a union”

From a letter in the Sunday Mirror,

The Chief Constable of Wolverhampton, Geoffry Dear,
admitted shat he deliberately misled the press and public,
when he had claimed that a black youth Clinton Me Curbin,
kitled by the police, had died of a heart attack accelerated
by drug abuse, “They were putting around false stories that
were quite alarming” claimed Chief Constable Dear defending
his deception "They were saying that the man had been man-
ually strangled and that his neck had been broken, All this
is wvery highly emotive® His release of the early "medical
opinion” had successfully countered the trouble makers efforts
he boasted. A post mortem later revealed the cause of death
to be asphyxia,

Chief Constable Dear no doubt, would dismiss his piece of
pre-emptive propaganda as a little "white lie®, and the black
friends and the black community will no doubt come to the

same conclusion, but with their emphasis firmly on the word
white,

"I enjoy sweet and blessed peace with God. Some people
think that 1 hate Catholics,"

The Reverend fan Paisley, with | imagine his formidable
tongue firmly in his cheek,

A Moscow correspondant for the Observer, writing about

a vehicle factory in Riga, described the "novel experiment
of electing officials by closed ballot, and of several other
procedures familiar in  the west, but forgotten here since
Lenin's day, The election was for a new director of the fact-

1Jl"}"

Familisr in the west ? When was the last time you heard
of anvone electing the boss ?

"Among those who have been electrocuted, polisoned, gu\\mrd
hanged or shot, several were mentally (1l or under the age
of eighteen, Equally disturbing i1s the fact that gonvicted peo
ple who are black of poor or both, are far more likely to
receive a death sentence than those similarly convicted, who
are white and well off, Nearly ninty percent of prisoners
executed In the last ten years, were blacks convicted of kill-
ing whites, even though there were almost as many black
victims as white, I

Fhe conclusions of a report by Amnesty Intermational, into
the workings of the capital punishment svstem in a country
which laughingly describes itsell as the "Land of the free"

The United States of America,

Which two people made the following two statements, and
who were they talking about.
wasted oo

hrick

"y
i
agmnst a

many
wall

years of my life banging my head
and working with ingrates and idiots"

and "They come over here like carpet buggers to cause trou
They prey on voung unemployed kids, and lead them into
a morass of hatred and intolerance. They are dangerous peo
ple and must be stopped. To me they are nothing but & bunhch

of Nazis.,"

ble,

Ihe first quote was from a disillusioned Martin Webster,
and the second 18 from Gusty Spence, a legendery LLV.F,
gunman, jatled in 1966 for the murder of a Catholic civilian,

In case vou haven't guessed, in both cases the subject under

discussion was the membership of the National Front,

"I love our Maggie and hate the Labour Party, They're
nearly all loonies, I'm sick of hearing those moaning lefries
whining on about our great country®

Former England football captain Emlyn Mughes, who cer
tainly reinforced this readers original impression and put his
own words into comtext far better than | ever could when he
admitted " can talk crap for hours if it's crap you want,
It's no problem.,"

And finally, for those people who like to point to the exis-
tence of things like bread queues in other countries as proof
of the poverty that exists in them, and as proof of the sup-
ertority of our own wonderful state, here s a picture of just
part of the gueue that formed recently, when the Salvation

Army in St Albans announced that they had two tons of but-
ter o give away lree,

RED ACTION

ED ACTION 18 AN ORGANISATION FOUNDED TO WORK TOWARDS
THE ENDING OF THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM OF PRODUCTION AND
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SOCIALIST ONE

APITALISM The need of capital and labour cannotl ever be reconciled, In

waords the quest by the employing clasves Tor grester profit, is in eternal conflict

he demands of the working class for higher wages, shorter bours etc. s in the

Interest of the employer to keep wages down as low a8 possible while it is

y obvious thet this does not serve the interests of the majority. The two systems

and socialism cannol co-exist, as they are in constant siruggle pulling in

directions, each in pursull of its own goals. A victory for one Is necessarily 2

for the other. This is the major source of conflict in the world today.

is 8 wystem which Is based on the private ownership of the means of

e This means that the fuctories, workplaces, natural resources etc, on

h we all depend to produce the necessities of life are the privale property of a few

who use them o produce wol what is most soclally necessary, but

v will make them (he most profie. When i sults them, they are able (o dose

those productive resources, even though there may be great social need for

could be produced on them, Rogardiess of how rich a country may be in natural

es, capitalism can never provide equality of wealth due to its own inherent

I is obviowdy impossible for cverybody to become a capitalist

[employer) snd so to function, the system demands the creation and mainiensnce of

employing class and & working class, or if you lke an upper class and lower clnss.

up this sytem, are the forces of social control—army, police force, civil

ce eic—all controlled by totally unelected and un-accountable representatives of
capitalis claw.

NOCIALISM 1t Is impossible for us todey 1o say exactly what o socialist system will
like, as when it happens there will be mitllons of others involved in shaping k.
7 there are some Teatures that would have ta be present in any society, before
would be withing to consider it as socialisi.
UBLIC OWNERSHIP Only when all of the major productive resources and
are taken into public ownership, will it be possible for the democratic will of
majority 10 ensure that they are of all times employed in the most socially useful
+ This will result in 8 massive increase in production and weaith,
'ONTROL OF SOCIETY Al those who occupy positions of power and suthority
be clected by those they represent and subjedt 1o recall.
REEDOM AND EQUALITY Al will be expected to coniribute to production and
will receive equal rewasrd und have equal rights, irrespective of sex, race or creed.
state will provide adequate facilines to cater Tor the needs of the elderty, sick,
pped, nursing mothers etc, who will all receive s full wage. All questions or
I morality will be free from state interference. Abortion and contraceplion
be legal and provided by the state. There will be freedom or wonkhip for ol
pa, bat no church will be allow ed 1o interfere in stale malters,

INTERNATIONALISM The capitalist economic system is linked up internationally ,

therefore the struggle 10 overthrow it s & worldwide one. AN workers everywhere

have the same interests. It is impossible for socialism (o exist in isolstion in one
Iry, an the power of international capitalism would crush .

VO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD TO SOCIALISM Socialism cannot be achieved

h the parliamentary system, because the real power in society lnys nol with

MPs but with rich industrislists and the leaders of the armed Torces, police

v ete, The present structures cannol be reformed they must be overthrown,
Lubour Party does nol try (0 end capltalism, but merely give the workers o better
witivin i

INION STRENGTH, WE SUPPORT ANY PICKET LINE IN DEFENCE OF
DRKERS LIVING STANDARDS. We support 8 sirong organised rank and file

: within the unioms. |'nion officials should be supporied us long us they
rsent their members correctly. But rank and file unlonists must reserve the right

0 take action independent of the of ficials when necessars

TOTAL OPPOSITION TO RACISM AND FASCISM We opposed any movement
or ideology which attempits to divide the working class on grounds of race, sex, o
creed. We recognine the need (0 oppose fascist organisations, both ideologically and
physically on the streets,

THE IRISH NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLE AGAINST OUR OWN
RULING CLASS We support the right of oppressed people the world over to fight
back. We unconditionslly support the right of the revolutionary asrmies The Irish
Republican Army. and the Irish National Liberation Army, 1o engage in armed
struggle (o Treee their country from Beitich rule. We draw great inspiration from the
principled and coursgeous manner in which they conduct thelr struggle, and from the
winy in which they huve infegrated cullural and class expression into their politica!
maoy emend.

HE “COMMUNIST STATES The regimes in countries such oy Russia, Ching

Cuba etc, are used as examples (o try and prove socialism undesirable, In our view,
aithough these countries have planned cconomies, they cannol be described us
socialist. We contend that socislism cannol be implemented from above by an
unscoountable ruling elite. Public ownership, freedom snd democrscy are oll
esential fealures of socialism snd in iheir absence it cannol exist, We support the
right of the people in these states 1o overthrow the leadership and implement socialist
policies. Al the same lime however, we recognise the dif ficulties that states such as
Nicaragun—and others past and present—face, from capitslist backed merconary
armies, militany intervention, and economic abolage, which make immediate
iransition (0 » socialisl system impossible. While these states remain progrowive, we
will continue to support them.

THE ORGANISATION Traditionally, the structure of revolutionary socialist
groups in this country, has been one where the leadership is made up of a small group
of welf selected academics and intellectunl, who wield absolute suthority over the
membership. Such a structure fails, fistly because there can be no true democracy in
such a vet up, and corruption soon sets in, and secondly because those lending the
organiation are so far removed from the realities of working class Wle, it cnanot
relute property to that class. A revolutionan socialist organbation must be composed
of and led by working class prople. It must recognise thet no leadership is immune
from corruption snd be truely democratic in its internal structures. It must be ready
1o work in @ non sectarian manner with other socialisi and progressive groups. I
must present socialist polities in 2 manner in which working class people can identify
with in their e and their work and their leisure, I must be consistent, principled and
above all honest in ity politics, Only then will it begin to be able to relate (o the
working class, most of whom loday are cynical if nol hostile towards the
revolutionary lefi. We recogaise that s revolutionary working class party is accessary
if capitalism is 10 be overthrown. We are not thet party, neither are those groups
which clalm to be it. We will work to keep alive a tradition of working cluss
militancy, until such time as enough militants can be brought together (o form that
party,






