ed Action

"l think that Mr. Murdoch is trying to smash our uni-
on" The words of Ms Brenda Dean, the general secreta-
ry of the print union SOGAT, speaking a year after the "
start of the dispute between her union and Murdoch, and B ¢
a few weeks before the union executive's shabby betray- 8
@l of the strikers, A clearer example of the level of
confusion and helplessness which afflicts the leadership &2
of the trade union movement today is difficult to con-
ceive of, " think Mr. Murdoch Is trying to smash ou
union" ‘that's it. The sum total of her conclusions afterll

twelve months of one of the most bitterly fought d1s- :

putes In memory. Anyone with an ounce of insight into

the nature of our society today could have told her that &8
the day the strike started. Of course Murdoch was trying "
to smash the wunion. In exactly the same way as the
Tory government set out to smash the NUM when they,
provoked the miner's strike, and in the same way a5 i
employers everywhere have in the last few vears, been™™
attacking the rights and the ability of the trade union
movement to defend the living standards of the working &
class, an attack backed by blatantly anti trade umon‘
legislation in the courts, and :

the increasingly violent beha- At that time, the Capitalist
viour by the police against system was booming economi-
trade unions involved in ind- ‘_‘a“-"’ and there i within
ustrial action. The concerted M great weaith, It suited the
attack by all the forces of Copitalist class to plough
the establishment is there for some of this back into socie-
anyone who opens their eyes Y In the form of improved
to see. Unfortunately, so to Soclal standards and services
is the total inabilty of the Portly because by doing so
leadership of the trade unions ¢ further stimulated the eco-
to organise any effective res- ")™Y, but mainly because
istance to it, Why are they they themselves needed a
so helpless ? basically it better educated more stable

stems from their whole polit- WOrking class, in order for

ical cutlook. them to be able to operate
S i the more sophisticated level
REFORMISM of technology and industry

emerging in the expanding
economy. And so while the
reformist movement was
quick to claim the credit for

Ihe  dominant political
farce amongst the leadership
of the trade union movement
;,.rj.'n'. arr_-ktr;f pnllllu-sbi:: re{: the social improvements, |t
ormism, (-urn]‘ll.ss -n“p:-v wes in reslity more a case
that it is possible to & |_ * of it being used as the dis-
your politial aims, and work ; d

ds the change of society ©f reformism being used as

OWg ! E C 3
e A 8 y the distributer of them rather
by working within the institu- Gk St Salnie: tho. Matowiikar
tions of the capitalist system \ Hng .

The proof of this can be

- ¢ it's rules,
S Shiing by i N seen quite clearly all around

This strategy was used with us today, in the attacks on
considerable success during working class living standards
the late forties, the fifties and working conditions, in the
and sixties, when the Labour cut-backs in the Health Ser-
Party in Parliament, and the vice etc. In fact in the grad-
trade union movement negoti- ual dismantlement of all of
ating In Industry, were res- the improvements In working
ponsible for achieving many class life, which the reformist
gains for the working class movement claimed the credit
of this country, in terms of for implementing, If that was
raised living standards, and the case, then surely they
better services and working would also be able to stop
conditions etc, them being taken away., As

we have seen, they are not.

For many, this success was RECESSION

confirmation of the strength
of reformism as a political The
movement, In  aectual fact
however, it owed far more
to the economic situation
which prevailed then, than
it it did to the strength of
reformist politics,

economic  boom on
which they were really based
I8 long over, and in it's place
Is 8 deep recession, In this
situation, the only way in
which the capitalist class can
maintain it's position and po-

L ———— wer, is to make sure that it
RIGHT. THATS ™ BRoTHERS Wi iy is the working class which
2 THREE - MINUTE bears the brunt and not their

NT o Acrion !

own, And so they have to
claw back the concessions
/ﬁ given out in the boom years.
To achieve this successfully,
f, they have to bresk the power
of the only force capable of
~ resisting these changes, the
organised working class. Thus
the attack on living standards
Is backed up by attempts to
restrict the rights and powers
of the trade unions,

(= N

+ gotiations are not backed up by the
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Wapping sellout. Another victory for the bosses. The only answer?

BUILD A FIGHTING
SOCIALIST MOVEMENT

. N ,} o Y '_ . k
The Trades union lesdership, playing ring a ring of roses. Mesrwhile A\ ;
the the cepltalist class tremples all over the rights and lLuif\qlnurmm.-.‘ L

il > |
o s THE FIGHTER

In the face of this attack threat of effective industrial
the trade union leaders are action, then the capitalist

It comes as nol Suprise when reformist figures condemn the
sort of militamt activity we talk about reprisals against scab

helpless. They are stricken class has no need to take any
by the fatal weakness which notice of them, And so, una-
will always ultimately under- ble to negotiate, unwilling to
mine the efforts of reformism take action, they stand help-
which is that they are com less while the capltalist class
mitted to working within a tramples over the working
system which is totally con- class,

trolled and run by those who

firms etc but it would perhaps suprise some to know that
there are those on the revelutionary left who are also quick
ito distance themselves from such action, They say that thi
Is because such activities, which by their nature have to be
organised secretively, detract from the real task for revoluti
onaries, which is to participate openly as a revolutionary soc

they are supposed to be op- The only way in which to Nlih;t I:nl {hr :r.uclr‘ unions .|!'J:1 other working class groupings,
posing - the capitalist class, effectively resist this, is to [iwith the .u_.u-mu.ui aim of bullding a mass socialist movement.
build a militant working class This argument is in fac arrogant nonsense, What gives any
Not suprisingly, the capital- movement which will reject [gone the right to assume that just because someone mav e
Ists use their control to make reformist leaders and their involved in “underground” type activities, then they are
the system biased in their fa policies. A movement which [Qolso capable of being Invelved in the more orthodox aress of
vour, to outlaw effective uni recognises that the law is no- REocialist activity ? What gives anvone the to hold up

on activities such as second

thing more than a weapon in [the two different areas of activity igainst each other and
ary picketing, to pass 1aws the hands of the capitalise @50y that it has to be one or the other. It's & che ap attempt
enableing them to sieze union class, and so is ready to defy Q0 discredit “underground” activity, by unjustifiably  claim
funds, to allow the police to it whenever necessary, A JINE that those involved In i, have réjected other areas of
make all sorts of encroach- movement which can respond gactivity. Those who perpetrate this smesr do so in order to
ments on civil liberties, and 1 the ever increasing social ffind theoretical justification for their own reluctance to it
use violence to render mass oonerol and oppression in our volve themselves in risky activities,
picketing ineffective, society with new militant As for the argument that such activity doesn't win strike
tactics in support of it's aims Ewe would be quite justified in arguing back that the m
PROTESTS i traditional methods don't seem to he enjoying to muct
Such a movement does not cess at present either, In any case, 8s revalutl e 'y
Such moves provoke loud €MIst today, but there have we do not fudge strikes merely in terms of whether tf win
protests from the trade union been signs In recent years or lose in the immediate ense. We kpow that s ng a8 the
leaders but little else, Their that the basis of it .”‘I'n oe capitalist system exists, anvthing won todav mayv be st 1t Wk
commitment to staying inside veginning to emerge. 'he mi- Wromorrow,  Therefore we @igo judge strikes in terms of the
the law means that they in- ners and printworkers who role which they play in raising the political consci o
variably end up conforming orgainised sabotage ralds on those involved, And who's ol g S A g T
to them. They end up being ™ sb vehicles during their re more during a strike, than those who upport of it, are
able to do little more than SPective strikes are good ex willing to become involved in activities which they know me
appeal to the capitalist amples of this new militancy, cost them their freedom. Such people represent the vanguar
class's benevolence. Thus we It I8 the job of socislists to of any future working class movement, Unless the revoluti
sew Brenda Dean spend o Dulld 8 movement around v, @ movement can begin to relate to them. it will never

a whole year in dispute doing little anywhere,
more than call upon Rupert Murdoch '
to sit down and negotiste, when it
was perfectly plain that he never had
any intention of doing so. Why
should he have 7 Certainly not be-
cause of any pressure from the union
On the pouple of occasions when |t
took action sgainst him which might
have proved effective, they dropped
it as soon as it was declared illegal,
5o being under no threat of any ef-
fective action being taken against
him, it was perfectly easy for Mur-
doch to just sit the strike out until
it reached it's inevitable conclusion,
We can see quite clearly there, the !
classic Catch 22 situation which re-
formist trade union leaders are more
and more finding themselves in today
in their attempts to deal with the
capitalist class, Commited as they
are to staying within the law, they
find more . and more as effective in-°
dustrial action is outlawed, that the
only option left open to them is neg-
tiation. But here they come wp
against the fact that when their ne-

mining vn. durlng ‘the miner's s rike, U o
1o and on such tactics the milftant working class movement will be bullt
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TELE
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The recent all out strike by l!rulﬁ
Telecom engineers was their firs
ever. Unlike many disputes, this one
was pot about money, but about wor-
king conditions and general masltreat-
ment of the workforce by manage-
ment.

With privatisation in 1985, B.T.
ceased to be s public compeny and
became # profit making concern, In
this period, profits rose by 12% in
the first linanclal year, and by 13:7%
in the first six months of the next.
For this mammoth growth, B.T.
Chairman Sir George Jefferson's sala-
ry has risen by 105% to £176,206 a
year, Not to be outdone, the board's
avernge salary has increased by 80%
over the same period.

However BT, has not been so kind
to it's engineers in this time. In the
region of 20,000 have been lost, with
the promise of more to come, and
there has been no pay rise since July
1985 (and this wasn't payed until
Christmas of that year)

MODERATE

,f/, M -

put to the members in an in-  aieached 1o it. Of  these,

With the election of "mod- dividual ballot and rejected those which caused most of
erate” John Golding to the by 53,000 votes, to 16497  fence were
position of Chairman of the with a 65% wurn out, In Dec- . :
National Communications ember the unlon returped to 1) "}""""l”.ﬂ 6:’?*5\ cover to run
Union, supported by a strong the membership to ask per- " *::'Trt::tur:nspr:i P
moderate to right wing bias mission to take Industrial ) Y
on the Union's Nationsl Exec- action. The vote, again by 3 More engineers ot hig
utive (21 to 2) B.T. manage- individual ballot was in favour grades o be ‘-"_'ﬂP"’)"fdl
ment  obviously thought that by 60,288 vates to 15,034 from outside tlh* dlndus".*
the membership were ready with a 72% turn out. ‘:‘1'-"‘ |’-‘:“;”"E na 't':".‘:nP"‘Jf
on. No doubr with this in This massive yes to action ubs
mind, they came up with a8 . o6 as a suprise to BT, and y-
very poor pay offer, which many say, to Golding and the The message sent back
was also linked to productivi-  pyevutive Council. It showed from the branches wes yive
ty and proposed changes In e jevel of the membership's Ut o pay tise, and thew

working practices,

feelings, not so much to the

HE PARASITES

We are often being told what o great job the Royal Family
does for this country, We are constantly reminded of all the

we'll talk about changes. The
engineers were willing to ac-
cept some changes but want-
¢d pay kept as a seperate
issue. Management refused
to listen, and made a final
offer of 52% plus a further

=
._‘
™

&

-

¢ lomunications k] ir mood gn thelr merch in London
W %ﬂt
In October, this offer ws&'_pny offer, but to t rings On Thursday 22nd of Janua-.

enginears returning to
work were required to sign
a letter stating that they
would work whenever, where-
ever and however manage-
ment desired. Those who
refused to sign were suspen-
ded. This process was repeat-
ed on the Friday. On Monday
26th of January B.T.s first
national strike began, Mem-
bership support was almost
total, The union executive
had at last realised it's mem-
bers wishes and the National
Communications Union  had
hecome an industrial union.

ry,

BITTERNESS

A visit to any of the pick-
et lines showed the level of
bitterness felt. Those on them
represented a complete cross
section of opinion, from hard-

money that the Royals bring in, and about all the jobs they l £215 in bonuses paid over two line left wingers, to out and
create, Many of those who make these sort of st atements, [l Years, subject o the work out lh.‘ir:-hf:f!lt*rs‘. All were
sre working class people, many of whom may be unemployed, force accepting all of the outraged by management mal-
So where are the jobs supposedly created by the Monarchy ? proposed 'hfl'_;“""' ”l"' WOrKING ¢ reatment, Those on the pick
ctices, s offer was
It is quite true that tourism ﬁ;;:-ulmsh r.-;.:. ted by the © I_'m,h 'm", hud.‘h_" pl;:surr
does bring in a lot of money Union. ol seeing ruu.nugq ment WEING
to  this country, but people them (o come back in, a
would still come to see the INDUSTRIAL ACTION sght  which caused much
ights of London whether the amusement, A march organis-
Monarchy existed or not, just Industrial action began on ©d on the 4th of February
a8 they do In countries like Monday 12th of January with for which the organisers had
ltaly ond France and many an overtime ban, The follow- hoped to attract about 10,000
other countries which have ing  Friday, BT. sought two had a turn-out I"nllm.ﬂl(‘d at
ne  Monarchy but which are® force the issue by insisting twice that number. This fig-
still great tourlst attractions. 3 on overtime and threatened ure represents two thirds of
o su ["'fl'! SEVET ENRINGers the London ﬂ!l-‘mb“rﬁhlil who
WHAT BENEFIT 2 in West Landon who refused, made up most of the march,
In protest at this, much of and shows the level of sup-
B0 are the Royal Family g the workforce in West London  port that existed,
ECOSSETY to  the working walked out, On the Monday
lass (X they produce any- many areas held a 24 hour RETURN TO WORK
I:'In‘ u-ll.l':\r-.'h':.I._“:i'.ir-. “:illt:-[»\:iun "'"PI"‘“‘,'I" When ':""‘" ! Ilr:‘r‘l‘j After 3 weeks, B.T. came
" got to be no. They are r}"'f’_;‘”! i['.' 1“"T. ”\"’ ”“I‘I' back with an offer which up-
not engaged in producing any .u,‘ ‘.l i H:‘l-l'lmdll -“t -hln * ped the money and supposedly
thing. Do they then help to l‘“.r_' ;‘“‘-“F-‘I' ”:';' 1_‘:”|)ll ;I\(' drepped  the  worst of  the
cure the sick or something l“r;“ “:-I.U,.;‘ : :'i\ 11’!;\ wirings. This was accepted by
likee that The answer again ;”m“r']‘% “hlllfl — hr % i o !"!’-’. i
is no, In facr il vou <.-..|--‘.:m' sy Imlf. o “‘I‘...Ilp-““u. on the first day back, mana-
the subject closely, vou will “.l"l ml“hmpl"_“'.-' :‘l“ 1 hl‘l‘ih e AN, IROW0 nta
ee  that the neasr thing g g I]!“' g ;.’L:i pted to implement changes,
that they seem to do resemb wothet mouth for ub to food. The gt s “I'flnr_l ke Vhich led to the men there
ZEUES ' - Bl the massive revenue from the  immediatly walking out again,
ling work, Is to go to loriegn " Sl City, Scotland for the mones
parts. ol hotter climate whan from the oil industry, and At the moment everyone
”. iy . W i R S line of course, being Prince [l Northern Ireland  because I back at work, but what's
Y, PN .88, NS W5 Edward deciding to give the Jlthe political situation there, going to happen next is not
Mian o1 Omen, or $5 0. e fhe sibow \ fully clear. However we have
China and insult the locals. (& it . By this time the workforce oooved firstly to Golding and
cless ‘people 6ol D ke R4 unlrrlpulr.n..r‘ .j 1 l‘*l'i""ll. ‘\. :\r,:.:m.m at “'.,l::'”"‘ : " that they must listen to us
v .,I.”:._ TR < it Is |-‘. blind people, and di ..s:- {m out, let's  hit 'r. Tr in future, and to B.T. man
wecond Christ Could it b .\.Irl o EEORRICH N gLy .II_:.”"I W-‘“"“TLI; l;' ‘. agement, that we will not be
Donnie ¥ lngering doubts from the real issues in the _f"l‘ 1.IW" wish, v.m., .-:u_m'. treated like dirt, because we
il . world. The problems of pover- g region striking in support of gre the real power behind th
about the existence of the ty, unemployment, nuclear Jj suspended colleagues, button,
fiest one, ar could it because missiles and countless other
0 many ol t.hl-.m live such things which should never
useless lives of bed and work happen, and which  wouldn't HOLD UP
or bed and dole, that they " " g4 jive under the
feel they must have some- imbecile system that we do. Regular readers of Red Actlion will have noticed that the
thing to worship, end the The Rovel Family. sre just February edition did not appear. This was due to a number
Monarchy fits the bill one fMote IITlhl'l'.Ii.l' product of difficulties the main one of which, was the need to purch-
. = ok s ; 58 bR e ase @ vast number of "pre-prints". These are blank newspapers
People are coustantly being ' : with only the red bamner printed on them. which are then
told that the Royals are CONSTRUCTIVE USH used as ﬁluny as are needed ar a time for each issue. In this
their saviours, and where : - : way, the cost of having the colour benner, which is very high
uluu]fl we all be without them Imagine if all the money N considerably reduced, We now have enough papers to last
We are given this bulishit _h'\' spent on the upkeep of our B (or about three years, which will certainly make budgeting
the idle loafers of the ruling Royal parasites, was put 08 in the future easier, but of course alss means that we have
class, who after all are the some use which benefits soci- a considerable bill to pay now. We do not make a habit of
people  who really henefit ety as a whole, like hospitals appealing for money in this paper, When we look @t some of
from the Monarchy. Newspa- or housing or some other ll the other political papers, with their permanent funds for
per owners, all of them milli- public service. Think how B ihis and funds for that in every Issue, it seems to us that
onaires, are forever printing much more comfortable Ilife M it loyes any meaning after a while, However we would like
stortes of such earth shatter- could start to be for the|

ing importance as what
colowr  flowers  Princess DI
recieved while visiting a hos-

working class, It's a pity that
those people who stand out
in the pouring rain hoping for

pital, or how Prince Charles glimpse of one or other of f .., support what we stand for
made u cock-up while playing the Royals don't ask them- B out now when we need it most.
polo, the latest one in this selves such questions, page says, it's tax deductable

to take this oppotunity to remind everyone that just because
we are not always asking for money, we are no more immune
to the realities of finance than anyone else, and at the pres-
ent time in particular, we need all the help we can get. If

then we ask you to help us
As the article on the opposite

and vou will be blessed,

last edition of Red
: there was a letter
from & soclalist skinhead,
criticising the fact that he
ond other skinheads often
face prejudice from people
on the left. As he rightly
pointed out, for people to
assume that beceuse someone
is a skinhead, that they are
then automatically a racist,or
fascist, is no better than the
sort of crass prejudiced gen-
eralisations which white rac-
ists make about blacks and
other ethnic groups, and such
attitudes should have no
place in the sociglist move-
ment,

PRUJUDICE

However he then | believe
fell into the very sort of
prejudiced attitude which he
had been correctly attacking
by saying

"Just because we like a
drink are & bit bolsterous and
like a good crack, doesn't
make us any the less dedica-
ted an antl-fascist than some
LLE.A. teacher from Isling-
ton, If the anti-fascist strug-
gle had been left to them
we'd have sll been in the
cattle trucks off to the death
camps years ago."

Why single out teachers in
this way. If the anti-fascist
struggle was left to any one
section of the working class
it would obviously fail, and
this applys no more to teach-
ers than anyone else, The
whole history of the anti-fas-
cist struggle teaches us that
it's success s only possible
through the greatest possible
unity between anti-fascists
from all sections of the wor-
king class,

Throughout the history of
the anti-fascist and socialist
movements, teaching just like
any other trade, has played
it's part and provided us with
some great figures. For ex-
ample there  was John
Mc  Clean, the revolutionary
Marxist and leader of the
workers movement on the
Clye in the early part of this
century, He was sentenced
to five years hard labour for
his activities, which provoked
a campaign of strikes and in-
dustrial action on the Clyde,
which eventually secured his

early relesse, Over 100,000
turned out to greet him on
his return to Glasgow. They
obviously weren't concerned
about the fact that he was
a teacher,

Then there was Alexandra
Kollontal, the only women on
the Military Revolutionary
Committee which led the
Russlan revolution, and on
a more contempery note, and
one which is perhaps more
relevant to the point under
discussion, |1 recall how in the
late seventies, @ stewards
group which was organised
in the London area, to physi-
cally defend left wing meet-
ings from attack by fascists
was for a time organised by
a London schoolteacher.

CUNITY

As revolutionary soclalists
our ultimate alm is nothing
less than the total overthrow
of the entire capitalist sys-
tem. That is a very big task
indeed, and the only way in
which we will ever be in a
position to enjoy the remotest
chance of success, will be
when we have built a move-
ment which unites the revolu-
tionary figures from every
section of the working class,
Such @ movement will include
skinheads and schoolteachers,
Anyone on the left who is
prejudiced toward or dismiss-
ive of the value of any sec-

tion of the class, whichever
one it may be, Is working
against the building of that
united movement, and should

be rightly criticised, However

we have to be careful not
to fall into that same trap
ourselves,

Mick O'Farrell
Hatfield

HIDING THE

BLAME

One of the most common complaints that you hear voiced
by racialists Is that unemployment is caused by immigrants

"taking all the jobs", Those
such claims, should bear in
1871 and 1983

well under one million

who come
mind the
during which time unemployment rose from
o over

out with or believe
following facts, Between
45,000 more

three milhion

people left Britain than came in as immigrants to live.

In fact the number of peo-
ple leaving this country has
exceeded the number entering
it for almost every one of
the last 40 years, Lack of
jobs isn't caused by immigra-
tlon ar by there being too
many people, It is caused by
a faulty economic system,

which has making private ind-
ividuals rich as it's goal. Bus-
iness men aren't in  busi-
ness to share out money by
giving people jobs, but 1o
make profits for themselves,
When times are hard, they
sack workers to cover their
losses, And or course, If they
can trick people into blaming
immigration for these job los-

ses, then all the better for
them,
EDITORIAL
For instance take Rupert
Murdoch the owner of the

Sun (take him, we don't want
him) Last January he sacked
6,000 people. Then in June,
the Sun carried an editorial
attacking the Labour Party
leadership for supporting calls
to allow about 1,000 people
from [ndia, to come and join
their families who live in this
country,

What with unemployment
and shortage of housing etc

the piece went on (not often
you see the Sun worrying it-
self about such |ssues) "we"
couldn't afford any more im-
migration, Just six days later
in another article, the same
paper was supporting the
right of B00,000 white South

Africans to settle in this
country, A perfect example
of both the racist double

standards of the upper class,
and of the way in which they
ralse and drop the lies about
immigration to suit their pol-
itical interesis.

They know that if they can
fool the white working class
into believing that the social
problems which they face are
caused by immigration (black
immigration of course not
white) then this will keep the
working class divided on the
grounds of race and at each
other's throats, and will de-
flect their anger away from
where the blame really lays,
With the upper classes and
the capitalist system,

The next time you hear
someone blaming unemploy-
ment onto Immigration, the
one thing that you can be
sure of is that they are cer-
tainly doing nothing to try
and end unemployment,



after having

that it must have been the "Hand of God"

In Britain, apart from the
Chief Constable of Manches-
ter's claim that he may be
a prophet and the re-incarpa-
tion of Oliver Cromwell, the
previous most publicised clai-
mant to a direct line to the
Almighty, was one Peter Sut-
cliffe, otherwise known as the
Yorkshire Ripper.

Along with sporting biblical
beards, they also shared
something else in common.
A contempt for prostitutes
and others who they consider
to be morally degenerate.
Whilst Anderton employs the
blunt Instrument of the Man-
chester Police to right moral
wrongs, and has so far rest-

tricted himself to violent
rhetoric and the odd Sado
Masochist fantasy "I would ;oo vierion, Chief Constable,of

have people flogged until they
begged for mercy” he once
sald, Sutcliffe took more dir-
ect action, using an engineers
hammer to eradicate those
he considered to be God's and
soclety's problem,

Machester, reincarnation of Oliver
Cromenl]l and out and out head case

deaths, almost all of

a8 he

HISTORY

History gives us the Inquisi-
tion and the Crusades, as
examples of God's name being
used to justify dublous politi-

Investment, . by
230,000 first preference
in the elections

Parliamant.

vote

You

E PROPHET

most famous person to have claimed divine intervention

was
past the ball past the England goalie in the
World Cup quarter finals, defended the action by simply stat-

been responsible for over 500
them
Catholic civilians, and in the
same year the "good doctor"
is sometimes referred
to by his supporters, had rea-
lised a tangible political re-
turn on a 20 year political
securing

to the Euro-

TS OF

alone, One of these t'l:e [} m
dency to Interpret

literally, and another which
appears to be quite funda-
mental to their faith, Is an
all consuming hatred of Com-
munism, which in their eyes
tends to cover just about
anything radical or progres-
sive (Communists and fellow
travellers may in fact find
this quite heartening. After
all, what would be the point
in having a revolution, if that
lot hadn't already placed
themselves firmly on the
other side of the barricades)

For example, there s the
Tory M.P. for Cardiff Cent-
ral, who wrote in a reply to
a constituent recently "Many
of us hold that the creed of
Socialism is a Godless cruel
and devestating creed" Then

there is the recent appear-
ance of the New Patriotic
Movement, who believe that

"Athiestic Communism is the
greatest  threat to  world
peace" They have been mak-
ing themselves busy in Harin-
gey North London, harassing
public and councillors alike,
in support of the Rev, David
Rushworth who has suppos-
edly been on hunger strike
since Jan Ist, after prayer
failed to change the council's
policy of discussing homosexu-
ality In sex education classes
in schools, The Reverand, who
appears remarkably fit after

cal causes, although superna- Pean M8 & full momth without food,
tural sponsership did not die SCOff, but at your peril. claims that "God Is very an-
out with the middie ages. In While new recruits to the gry with Haringey" and that
1935 Cardinal Hinsey of God squad in this country are  "jt is a very serious business"
Westminster told Catholics hardly legion, it does appear As we have seen with the
that "If Fescism goes under, to be making a bit of a res- Rev, lan Paisley, it may
God's cause goes with it" In urgance in some quarters, The prove to be not a idle boast.
more recent times, we have Royal Marines, who have CRUSADE

seen the emergence of lan never shown any particular y g

Paisley, who has managed to regard for the 5th Command-

turn religious bigotry into @ ment in the past are recent While the phenomenon of

political art form.
"You people in the Shank-

converts, according to

an
officer who was recently quo-

sade is relatively new in this

hill Road. What's wrong with ted 8s saying "God wears m‘l":lt;y;ntr‘:m'h:;m?’(r:;gr;swr
you, Number 425 Shankhill & green beret elements there watched in
Rous Ou you khow why Sives Some of the more recent horror, as the "Moral Majority

there ? Popes men that's who

. civillan recruits to the cause
Fortes lce Cream Parlour. V) oy

have been exhibiting certain
factors which distinguish them

Italian Papists in the Shank-
hill Road."

from the ordinary religious fected the mainstream politi-

That was in 1959, By 1979 nutter, most of whom tend cal life. They promoted their
Protestant para-militaries had to be quite harmless if left crusade on an apparantly
magic formula of religious
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scene in the
and quickly developed
a potent force that in-

burst onto the
T0s,
into

zealotry, right wing rhetoric
and the ability to make a
fast buck., The sort of tactics
they employed - eg intimida-

religious stroke political cru- -

number of right wing "comm-
ando units" who made their
contribution to the cause, by
bom targets such as abor-
tlonu:&nics. and assassinating
their most outspoken political
opponents,

The combination of
and sell interest, is
demonstrated by this
e  from an octogenarian
millionatre Mrs Ellen Garwood
who at a fand rafsing dinner
for the Contre rebels, who's
activities in the rural areas
of Nicaragua include the tor-
ture and murder of hundreds
of civilian farmers, introdu-
ced her guest like this,

"General Singlaub gets no
salary, His only salary is
God's blessing, All of us must
help keep liberty alive in
Central America, Give to
General Singlaub's U.S, Coun-
cil on World Freedom, what-
ever he asks. It's rax deduct-
able, you'll sleep better and
you'll be blessed" (She herself
contributed a helicopter)

HARMFUL

GEORGE ORWELL, SO(

Most socialists will have
work of George Orwell, It is
made him an unlikely figure
born in India in

Civil Service with distant ar

The less harmful side of
o “rﬂ Of:e E:vafngalasm. l? then Eton. He wrote of himself
seen in t activities o revolutionary. | loosely described myself as
someone like preacher Oral 5

though he had
an beings"

"no notion tha

Roberts, who appeared ap-
peared on National Television
and wanted to sponser nathing
more than his own retirement
He claimed that a "800 foot

Leaving Eton he went back
to India and joined the Imp.
erial Police, working in Burma

high God" was putting the Wunttl resigning in 1923, He
squeeze on him for 46 milli- then began the curious priat
on dollars, and that if it @tern of life from which his
wasn't raised by the end of Jtwo famous books on the liy

March, the good Lord would
be calling him home, So far
he is well on target, having
recleved well over 14 miilion
in donations,

Ing  conditions of working
class people in the 30s came
from, He took menlal jobs
in  hotels and periodically
dressed up as a tramp wond

Crazy maybe, but like aids ering the streets and staving

which was first brought to " doss houses. He severa
our attention by America, itlzm’& tried to gm.*t arrested
this virus may yet prove to f§°7 PV charges in order to
have deadly (.'nmiequen('es. ie:p»rlvnlrlf- a spell in ]uil.l but
E i these efforts seem to have

glﬂ::!:?.” T, JSHEU. « b ‘always been tumbled and he
A W owas let off with fines, "Down

| have read the book ol and Out in Paris and London"

revelations, and ves | believe
the world is going to end, by
an act of God | hope, but
every day | think that time
is running our,”

is a record of this period.
Then in 1936, with the misery
of the depression still at it's
height, he spent two months

in the north of England stay
"You know | think back to J ing with working class fami
the ancient prophets in the B lies and experiencing  their
Old Testament and the signs B conditions, He went down a
foretelling Armageddon, and I mine o couple of times, but
I find myself wondering if | had to be hauled back to the
we're  the generation thats fl surfsce on each aecasion As
going to  see that come l "The Road to. Wigan Pler”
about," relates, he was obsessed with
It would be neither here I‘#.m.zhrr. - ”..“I e e
nor there if such remarks [J COMsidered to belong to work
came from an obvious huck- [ ™8 Class people,
ster and charlatan like the @ He had by now aligned him

afore-mentioned Oral Roberts,

self with the left wing "Trib
and s0 could be easily ridic-

une"  group the Labour

tion of political opponents, uled and dismissed, In  fact Party, and in 1936 began the
accusing them of being Com- ther first speaker Is U.S. sec- most celebrated period of b
munist or homosexual et retary for Defence Casper B life when he fought as a vol
helped to foster & political Weinberger, and the second W unteer on the Republican side
climate which spawned @& is Ronald Reagan. in the Spanish Civil War,
HYPOCRISY
: (_:‘I"}L‘,IH;IH\., he had Rone o
The most noticable thing of sll about the religious brigade, Spain just to write as a cor
is the way in which they are exposed as the most blatant respondant, but once there,

hypocrites, even by their own supposed standards,
er for a camel to get through the eye of a needle, than for
@ rich man to get into heaven® says the bible, the teachings
of which they claim to place such importance on. Yet how
many of these supposed followers of the bible are rich people
The Catholic church is one of the biggest financial [nstituti-
ons in the world, Inside the Vatican there are computers link-
“d up to the major financial markets of the world,

Then we have those self proclaimed Christians who are
and most
always calling for harsher and tougher laws, such as Tory M.P
Peter Brunivells who backed up his call for the return of
"pull the lever myself"
happened to turning the other cheek 1o someone who struck
you, No doubt the Christian hangers would quote back
eye for and eye" All that that really proves is what & mass
of self contradictory nonsense the bible really is,

among the foremost

hanging with an offer to

In the final analysis, a claim to have the support of some
unseen and unknown moral authority, as a defence for
actions, Is the act of someone is
own respansibllity for them. Like the spiteful teacher at a
religious school (the religious ones are always the worst) mer-
cilessly beating a young child, like

their massacre of the Jews on
the basis that they were car-
rylng out God's work, they
know that their actions can-
not be justified by any intell-
igent or reasonable moral
standards, and so they invent
a8 shield of divine authority
to  hide behind, Just like
those two unbelievable char-
acters in the cult film "The
Blues Brothers" they justify
anything they do, no matter
what the consequences, on
the grounds that they are
"Doing God's work",

L] =
It is easi- carried away by the enthusia

sam  of the working clas
peaple in pro Republican Bar
celona, he decided foin
the militia, By chance he lan

to

ded up in & part of It run
by @& Marxist arganisation
which very rare in that era
wWas  critical the regime
frenzied of those who are i Soviet Russia, and which
was a genuine working class
arganisatic ', The Pattido

Whatever Obrero di Unificacion Marxi

ta (POUM) "Homage to Ca

“an [ alonia® recalls how impressed
he was with this group and
it's members,

your He fought bravely I.II'I’r

attempting to deny their [P€INE wounded - but without
conviction, and recalled how

he failed to pull the trigger
on the only fascist he got in
his sights. Strangely, on his
arrival back in Englond in
1937, he campaigned for pa
fist groups up until the time
of the Hitler-Stalin pact In
1939, He lived through the
wa' a5 o journalist, and died
of tuberculosts n 1950, In
them last years, he published
his most famous books the

the Nazis who defended

L L

novelk  "Apimal Farm" and
"1984' both protests against
) the nature of totalitarisn
hike e Mafia, the Catholic Crurch ey
(R n Italy also A -
1ike §%, 1% 9 one of the lercest Orwill's life is interesting

financial concerns in the world, ™ ON it' own account, but par-

1903, the son

“IALIST, SNOB OR BOTH 7

read and admired some of thes
well known that his background
on the political left. He was
of an official in the Indian
Istocratic connections, I-'u;ly on

ne moved to England, attending o private boarding school and

"I was both a snob and a
a soclalist™ even
t the working classes were hum-

ticularly as an illustration of
the argument within soctalist
idealogy, the central

and unlque role of the work-

as o

ing class revolutionary
movements.,  Marxist  theory
asserts that a socialist revo
luition only be achieved
by the working class itself,
since it pussesses the only
objective  viewpoint within

capitalist society,

BACKGROUND

Yet historically, many lead
ing soclalists have had middle
and upper backgrounds,
Orwell's life is obviously rele
vant, An TFron toff
most  died fighting
in Spain, and who lef:
acy of work of enduring im-
erest to people on the Jeft,
However consider this, Writing
a review of Hitler's "Mein
Kampl in 1940, Orwell wrote

class

wha al
fascism
a leg-

"I should like to put it on
record that | have never been

able o dislike Hitler, The
fuct 15 that there is some-
thing deeply appealing  about
him. He is the martyr, the
victim, the self sucrificing
hero who' fights single handed
against  impossible odds., One
feels  that he | fighting
against destiny, that he can't

win and
"
erves 1o,

vet somehow he des

Ihers
lent  about even
of Lthis prece,  Soft
indulgent, Orwell

T the

18 something  repel
honest y
and sell
can't rid
of being
hetirarchy, It
take Hitler
ol s
Hitler a
w born fellow, He fee):
Hitler. His
attending
1936,
‘i""‘"'—‘\
British
Rives us
ol
attituce
who BCOK
provide a
I'he miners heckled
and fought with the black
shirts stewarding the meeting,

the

nimsell
top of i
forbids
SErious

ol T
il
mm 1o
bec s
contempt  for 1 VU
gar i
b
remarks
meeting
by
ol
Cists

ta  patronise
ifLe
mn addressed
the

Union of

Oswald
the

leader

F as
further evi
dence
o the

ers

this, and compared
of some min
mpanied him
notable  contrast

losley

Afterwards, Orwell argued
with them that they should
have allowed M ey to speak
without Interraption, As one

of them Tommy Degnan later

recalled, Orwell argued that

"Mosley wis no danger and

you ought 1o be Bricish, fair
play and all that sort of
thing, He didn't understand

what Masley was doing - and
he mustn't have understood
what Hitler was doing at the
time either”

CRUCIAL DIFFERENCE

Bang on. These two view-
points seem to underline per-
fectly, & crucial difference
in the perception of spcial
and political reality based on
class  position. Any socialist
will still want to read Orwell
but with a sense as much of
his  limitations as of his
strengths.,
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With all thmmmwﬂmlnmmm you
may think that the lifting of a 40 yesr ban on a film descri-
bed as "A brilllant example of movie making" Is at least a
bit progressive. Not really. The film which was made in 194]
and documents British atrocities against the Boers, and is
expected to attract large audiences in right wing aress was
commissioned by Nazi Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels,
Something for all the family.

against the police, against property owners,
against the middle classes, against whites, against hetrosexu-
als are well known. Ratepayers money is channelled to fuel
the fires of revolution end line the pockets of those who
promote ft,"

A spokesman for the National Front perhaps ? No. The
Tory Party's very own skinhead Mr. Norman Tebbitt, in a
recent speech to the Institute of Directors,

s

During the debate at the European Commission of Human
Rights, over the Governments banning of Trade Unions at the
Government Central Headquarters in Cheltenham, Mr Robert
Alexander Q.C, for the government, cited Greece and Turkey
as countries where the restrictions now imposed in Britain
already operated. He ommited to mention that Turkey is run
by a right wing military dictatorship in which trades unions
are effectively banned,

The government's opposition to the abolishing of TV licen-
ces for pensioners is well known, But how many television
sets are there at No. 10, home of that well known lady of
pensionable age Mrs Thatcher, and who pays the fees 7 The
answer to the first question is 13 sets, and to the second
nobody. They reside on Crown property and so, you will be
delighted to hear, are exempt,

Tory M.P. Neil Hamilton recently won £20,000 in a celebra-
ted libel case against the BBC, who bad inferred in & Puno-
rama programme that he had fascist sypathies, The week
after the case, he admitted perjuring himself in court in an
article In the Observer, for which he was paid another
£10,000, Earlier this month in a Commons debate, Labour
Health Spokesman Frank Dobson was talking about the misery
caused to intensely disabled people, by the lock out st the
artificlal limb makers LLE. Hangers of Roehampton. "The
honourable gentleman has not got & leg to stand on" was M.
Hamilton's contribution to the debate, who then sat down to
prolonged Tory laughter, What wouldnt you like to do to him
with the appropriate blunt instrument,

King Reagan and Queen Nancy.
TV stars and [ suppose the options going to be picked up on
their second series....Reagan doesn't really rule America.
People we don't know about do that, The Reagans are just
fantesy figures. Well I'm one of them myself,"

A prophetic and perceptive statement by Ms Raquel Welch
in November 1984,

Detective Constable Rex Sargent who had given evidence
Is six previous trials in connection with the Brosdwater Farm
riots, was due to be cross examined in another one, were it
was alleged that he had stood by whilst a youth was Ybeaten
up to extract a confession. Just before he was due to be
cross examined, police sources reported that he had suffered
a nervous breakdown, and would not be able to give evidence
in "the forseeable future" The case resulted in the police
being ordered by Shoreditch County Court to pay £3,500
compensation including £1,000 exemplary damages, Sargent
had been due to glve evidence in nine more cases,

In snother case a police constable who hkad seen duty in the
Broadwater Farm riots and the miner's strike, was given
three months imprisonment for smashing the nose of a forty
four year old mentally retarded vagrant, In court, he was
described by his superior as a "police officer 1 could rely on"
He hud originally been charged with wounding with intent,
malicious wounding and robbery, but these charges were drop-
ped. 1 think our police are wonderful,

In @& recent opinion poll published in the Daily Express, two
thirds of people questioned said that they believed that Brit-
ain should withdraw from Ireland. When shown photographs
and asked to identify those that they considered to be figures
of hate, 79% picked out lan Paisly, 55% recognised Gerry
Adaems of Sinn Fien, 14% Enoch Powell and 5% Margaret

Thatcher,
e e

The Tories are often fond of making a song and dasce
about themselves being the party of patriotism, Presumgbly
you would imagine that this would make them treat their oid
war heroes with great respect, Not apparently in the tase
of Freddie Wilson, who has fourteen disabilities from the four
years he spent in a Japanese prisoner of war camp, inclding
rensl failure, diabetes, arterio sclerosis, epilepsy, and M has
to stay in a harness to stop his spine bending, From April
he qualifies for benefit increases worth £I. 40p, However
when he recieves this, his housing benmefit is to be cut by
£1 39p a week, leaving with an increase of ip

"The campaigns

They're just a couple of

a few un-organised gangs you would be mistaken, as explained
by one John McMichael, a pub owner In Lisburn, and variously
described as leader of the Ulster Defence Association, it's
political organiser, and it's public spokesman.

"Every day s @ struggie for territory, Every house, every
street, every farm which is taken over by an Irish Nationalist
is a little bit less of Northern Ireland, and a bit more of Ire-
land."  Taken from an interview with McMichael in the New
York Times, In Britain however, McMichael denies any know-
ledge of his organisation being behind attacks and intimidation
in Lisburn, even though 180 of his members have been arres-
ted.

"At one stage the sky was completely darkened, It was as
If the lights had gone out and the sun had gone down,
because of the horrendous missiles thrown at us,”

Deputy Assistant Commissioner Wyn Jones, giving his ver-
sion of the what happened when demonstrators and police
clashed outside Rupert Murdoch's plant at Wapping. His pow-
erful, colouful and widely quoted description, would have per-
haps been even more impressive, if it wasn't for the fact
that the events which he was describing were supposed to
have occoured between 8 and 9 oclock at night,

B ]

You may have read in Red Action a couple of issues ago,
or in other publications, of the growing links between fascist
groups In England and Loyalist groups in Northern Ireland,
In loyalist East Belfast for instance, the National Front claim
to sell several thousand copies of each issue of their newspa-
per.

Recently however, these links have begun to take on a dis-
tinctly continental flavour, with the Ulster Unionist Mr. John
Taylor receiving the dublous honour of becoming the first
English speaking member of the Eurn Parliament, to join a
far right group headed by French National Front leader Jean
Marie Le Pen. This move by Taylor (who supported lan Pais-
ley when he protested against the Anglo-Irish Agreement in
Strasbourg) has angered Labour M.P.s, who have revealed that
it will put tens of thousands of pounds into the funds of the
group, which includes as well as Mr. Taylor | Greek, 5 Italian
and 10 French Euro M.P.s. The Le Pen group was formed
after the 1984 elections, and has aroused controversy with it's
calls for repatriation of immigrants, and it's raucous opposi-
tion to a Parliamentary inquiry into recism and fascism in
Europe. Mr Taylor said of them "They are not extremist

in any way."
e e .

"During the miner's strike, my husband came home and sald
that they were going to have a levy. | went mad. | thought
that they were all anarchists and militants, | know different
now. | wish | could go back a couple of years." .

The wife of a sacked printworker, involved in the "Women
Against Murdoch® movement, speaking on Channel Four's Di-
verse Reports recently, #

A e s
Who in 1935, described Mussolini as  "A really great man"
and later suggested that Adolf Hitler might become "One
of those great figures who's lives have enriched mankind® 2
No, it wasn't Hitler or Mussolini, but & man who could tell
& real patriot when he saw one, Winston Churchill,

A little item for those of you who like to keep abreast
of developments on the right wing of politics, The New Patri-
otic Movement, who believe among other things that "Godless
Communism® is the greatest threat to World Peace® and claim
400 members, have recieve money and encouragement from
within the Nottingham based scab union the U.D.M. Cosy Eh.

e ey

"We are building a Britain in which we can all take pride,
and creating success for all to share" proclaimed the Prime
Minister recently, By 1986, her governments reductions in
income tax were worth an annual total of £8,100 million, By
the same date, cuts in public expenditure totalled £8,800 mil-
lion a year, which means that much less for the unemployed
the sick, pensioners, school kids etc, Over 45% of the tax
cuts went to the richest 10% of the population, You must
admit it seems a funny way to g0 about it.
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IN ACTION

The annual Bloody Sunday Commemoration was held this
year in Sheffield. There was a turn out of between two and
three thousand marchers, including two Republican flute
bands from Scotland. The failure of the march organisers to
take appropriate precautions against the predictable fascist
presence and their subsequent reliance on the police to pro-
tect the demonstration, encouraged a group of fascists to
attempt to attack the front of the march, presumably in an
attempt to snatch the lead banner. However, "suxiliary stew-
ards" from the London and Manchester Antl Fascist Action
contingents quickly organised to counter the fascist initiative,
forcing then to flee leaving behind & number of horizontal
Supporters, who we can only assume collapsed from all the
nolse and excitment. The fascists had learned a lesson. The
police who had shown no urgency In preventing attack from
the" fascists, then set about zealously snatching "trouble mak-
ers” from the section that had defended it. Finally enough
was enough, and the march was brought to a halt in protest
at the police intimidation, This had the desired effect, and
there were no further arrests. Two van loads of heavies (drin-
kers that is) remained behind to pravide transport for those
detained, and to deter the lurking fascists,
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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SOCIALIST ONE
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UNION STRENGTH. WE SUPPORT ANY PICKET LINE IN DEFENCE OF
WORKERS LIVING STANDARDS, \h“tMWnﬁnﬂl
movement within the unions. Ulhunﬂlnhhﬂlnw-hqnm
wumm.ummmm-nmum
ummmuum-&m.

TOTAL OPPOSITION T0 RACISM AND FASCISM We upposed any movement
o ideology wmwum&mMuMﬁm.m.u
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physically on the sireets, ol
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THE IRISH NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLE AGAINST OUR OWN
RULING CLASS We support the right of oppressed people the world over 1o fight
back. \hwmwmmwm revolutionary armies The Irish
Republican Army, and the Trish National Liberation Army, 10 engage in armed
struggle tv free their country from British rule. We traw great inspiration from the
Mmmmmumwsmmm.mrmh
way in which they have integrated cubtural and class expresion into their politicl
movemeni,

tfmm.mndnnm»nulmwm undesiruble. In our view

THE ORGANISATION Traditionally, the structure of rovolutionuey  socialing
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