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THE DEALERS
IN DEATH

Nicaragua Is a small country of some four million people,
situated in that thin strip of land that divides the two great
land masses of the American continent, It's recent history
has been bloody and turbulent. For decades, the country was
totally controlled by the Somoza family dynasty. Backed up
by a private army of National Guards, the Somozas maintain-
ed a cruel and repressive regime, from which the ruling clique
and their circle derived a life of luxury, while the vast maj-
ority of the people lived in poverty and squalor.

ally toppled and the Sandinis
tas formed a government. The
social and economic problems
that they faced were immen
se, The countries industry and
agriculture, already backward

had been further disrupted
by the civil war, llliteracy
among the people was rife,
There was little sign of the
rescources necessary, to try
and establish a modern state,
Never the less, with great
enthusiasm, and backed by
a large measure of support

from the people the Sandinis-
tas embarked on a massive

programme of reform, aimed
Living standards, were as @t achieving just that,
low as anywhere in the world T 3
: - VOLUNTEERS
Education and welfare, were
almost non  existent, Nearly :
;” lbu«!r Ay r‘wi‘rl Volunteers travelled out to
oms @
; .k i6d. A i live in the hills and forests,
rights were denied. -
'8 ere denied. Any att” . bring education and mod-
empt to organise any sort of

ern farming methods to the
people who lived there, In the
cities, an education and wel-
fare programme was initiated,

movement for change or re-
form, was brutally suppressed
by the National Guard.

OPPOSITION aimed at eradicting illiteracy
and establishing @ modern
The only real opposition welfare and health service,
to the ruling forces was for Even active opponents of the
many years provided by an regime were to benefit from
armed guerilla movement, op this enlightened programme,
erating from the hills and “hen the prison system was
forests. which cover much of abolished, and prisoners sent
the Nicaraguan country, For 'O COmps run by a very liber-
many years in the early part al regime, ;\htrra- thr-; work
of the century, this move- & tasks which benefit the
ment was led by @ man local community, and great
called Sandino. In the nine- emphasis is pia.n--d on educa-
teen thirties. Sandino was tlon and rehabilitation, rather
killed by the National Guards, than on suppression and pun-
but his name was to live on Ishment, It was this sort of
in the revolutionary move- Programme that enabled the
ment who became known a3 Sandinista regime, to make
dia "Sanmnm-'i.'-“ many great achievements In
stas”,
terms of raising living and
In 1979, after many years social standards for the peo-
of long and bloody struggle, ple of Nicaragua, in a very

the Somoza regime was fin-

short time,

b

THE REALITY, SANDINISTAS DEFEND THEIR COUNTRY
FROM U.S8.A. SPONSORED TERRORISM

THE MYTH.

THE

US.A THE LAND OF FREEDOM

AND

OPPORTUNITY

The first threat to the re-
gime, came when the old Na-
tional Guards of Somoza,
most of whom had fled over
the border to neighbouring
Honduras, regrouped and be-
gan making raids into Nicara-
gua, aimed av terrorising the
population, and underming the
Sandinista  regime,  Almost
immediatly these "Contras"
as they were now known,
were being given military ass-
iIstance by the government
of the U.S.A., anxious to do

everything that it could, to
try and topple the "Commu-
nist menace" in it's "Own

back vard.
ASSISTANCI
It was  this  assistance,

which enabled the Contras
to launch the campaign which

has carried on to this very
day, and which has cost thou-
sands of innocent lives, The
Contras make very little dis-
tinction about what consti-
tutes a legitimate military
target, and their brutality is

renowned, Because they don't
enjoy any popular support

the one thing that is usually
absolutely necessary in order

to enable a guerilla move-
ment to survive - they don't
have to worry about losing

that support, and so treat the
civillan  population In a sa-
vage [ashion, murdering and
pundering at will, The only
thing which keeps this cam-
paign, which threatens the
very existence of the Sandin-
ista regime alive, is U.S, ald

Recently It seemed that
there might be a glimmer of
hope, When Ronald Reagan
went to the Senate - the U.S
parliament to get them to
rubber  stamp another ONE
HUNDRED MILLION dollars
worth of ald for the Contras,
the democrats, the supposedly
more liberal party, refused
to endorse it and Reagan was
defeated.

Socialists end progressive
minded people the world over
gave a shout of joy at what
would have meant the ending
of the greatest threat to one
of the most most exciting and
encouraging political and soc-
ial developments, anywhere

in the world, No doubt they
gave one of suprise too, that
at least some people in the
government of the LS, seem-
ed to have some sort of con-
sclence,

We should have known bet-
ter, A couple of weeks later,
it was announced that the de-
mocrats had dropped their op-
position to the aid for the
Contras, in return for Rea-
gan's Republican Party drop-
ping their opposition to sanc-
tions against South Africa,

CYNICAL

A more blatent example
of the sort of cynical wheel-
ing and dealing which goes
on In these places it is diffi-
cult to imagine. If you are
opposed to what the US, is
doing in Nicaragua, as certain
individuals in the U.S, gov-
ernment claim to be, then
how can you start bargaining
over It, It's not some minor
political issue that you're tal
king about, it's people's lives
No doubt the liberal minded
democrats will be congratula-
ting themselves on what they
have achieved for the black
South  African people (not
that the sanctions will ever
finally be applied
More to the point, I8 the fact
that they are just as guilty
as Reagan and his crowd, of
sponsering and backing one
of the most brutal and mur-
derous movements in the
world,

TRUTH

The simple truth is that
the U.S. government, every
part of lt, is the agency res-
sponsible for causing more
death destruction and suffer-

ing, than any other on this
planet, The aid that they
are sending to the Contras

will be used for no other pur-
pose than to murder and ter-
rorise innocent men women
and children, and to try and
destroy the brave efforts, of
a long oppressed and brutal-
ised people, of a tiny country
to build a better life for
themselves,

anyway)

ANOTHER
COP OUT

If the printworkers involved in the dispute at Rupert Mur
doch's News International plant at Wapping, had been hoping
that this vear's Trades Union Congress, might bring some new
dimension to their dispute, they must have been sadly disa-
pointed. Sure enpugh the Congress voted overwhelmingly to

call upon the electricians union, the EEPT.U., to stop it's
members working at Wapping, but will this actually mean any-
thing in practice. Earlier this year, the T.L.C. General Coun
cil had threatened to actually expell the eleciricians unless
they stopped their members working there, and they didn't
take any notice then, so they are hurdly likely to take any
more notice of a request, The response of the Council, to

this total defiance of their agreed policy and the threatened
consequences, was to guietly let the whole matter drop,

What a typical response. coh Ton sssault, on the
How often have we “Nmm\."'i rights of trade unlons, and
this spectacle, of union lea- living standards of work
ders threatening all sorts ol ers. A lot of blather and
dire ('I}l‘lht'(illl"l\('t'h Over some bluster, but precious lttle o
Issue, onlv to do absolutely iy You could slmast be
nothing when the time comes forgiven for believing  that
to put their words into effect they want to see the Tories

ENFORCI trample all over us.
In fact of course this isn't

For example, when the gov- actually the case, Most cert
ernment first announced it's ainly there is nothing that
plans to legally enforce the union leaders would like bet
unions to hold ballots for all ter than to have all of their
internal elections, and to pro members happy and content,
vide the money to pay for earning good money in good
them. Nearly all of the union conditions, But the point s,
leaders were up in arms at the only way you can achieve
this  "Totally unacceptabld such ituation Is to fight
interference” in their affairs, for i, ond in general, the
threatening to defy any such |eadership of the Trades Uni
legislation, im movement, as it stands

However as soon as the er MRy I'i'.l.‘ -!E“"”“Ir'h. }
gineers union, the AULE. took ,-“,..;.1'.', and eadIing suc
the money, again in defiance ol o
of a threat of expulsion from REASON
the T.U.C. General Council,
others soon started to follow Te find the reason for this,
suit. No doubt most af them we have to look at the na
soon will, Witness the general ture of Trade Unions today
secretary Norman  Willis's  and the role of the leadershis
statement at this years T.U.C  within them,
that "Ballots are here to stay!

I'he unions of today, bear

It was the same when the |ittle resemblance, (o LHOSC
government first announced militant groups ol ¢ xploited
it's plans to withdraw the poverty stricken workers, wh
right to join a wunion, for gave birth to the Trade Unios

workers at G.C.H.Q. All sorts Movement, The large

umnions

of action was threatened by today are multi million pound
the leaders of various unlons, corporations amd are run as
but in the end, the only such, They have their own
action that was taken, came |grge properties worth milli
from the workers themselves, ops of pounds, and massive
without any lead at all. investments, in various finan

And so with a few obvious clal concerns, These corpors-
exceptions (most notably in tions are run by staffs of full

the case of the miner's strike)
we see the same story, time

CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO
and time again with every

<Tpde”
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WORKERS IN
LEADERS. SADLY AN ALL TOO COMMON SIGHT

DISPUTE DITCHED BY THE TRADES UNION



traditional preachers
ends there, For Farrakans
religeous teachings are mixed
in with a brand of militant
black seperatism, and virulent
anti-semitism, This message,he
delivers to packed mass rall-
ies of fanatical followers up
and down the country.
Perched up high upon a
stage, surrounded by a para-
military style bodyguard, Fa-
rrakan whips his audlences
up into a frenzy with his
fiery rhetoric. The blacks are
the chosen people. They must
separate themselves {rom (he
rest of soclety. He calls for

separate cltles, industries,
hospitals and farms for black
people, In fact for total
black separatism, Alongside

this he pours out heatred and
contempt for the Jewish reli-
geon, The Jews are "Agents
of the Devil". One of his
more memorable comments
in this vein was that "Hitler
was a wickedly great man",

There is little doubt that
Farraken's creed is beginning
to strike @ chord amongst
certain  sections of black
American soclety, At a rally
in Los Angeles, he attracted
15,000, in Washington 20,000,
while in Madison Square Gar-
den in New York, over 25,000
fanatical followers turned out
to greet him,

SUPRISE

It is no grest suprise that
many black people can find
hope eond inspiration in @
creed such as Farrakan's
For the past hundreds of
years, in fact ever since
black and white civilisations
first met, the story for black
people, has been one of sub-

jugation and oppression, As
the ‘white industrial nations
sent their armies into the

lands to conguer and plunder
whole civilisations and cul-
tures were wiped out, and
their people enslaved and sca-
ttered to the four corners
of the wearth, This genocide
wis justified by the assertion
that black people were "bar-
haric savages” who had to be
"Christianised" and "Civilised"
I'he this contempt-
DU around us
today, all  of
the des-
enslaved
from the

legacy ol
racism s sl
Throughout
civilisation,
cendents  of those
people suffer still
callous Indifference

western

Ist
and institutions, Proportionately
black people suffer far more

CONTINUED
FROM PAGE ONE

time workers, and managers
many of whom have never
even worked in the industry
they supposed to be rep-
resenting, but entered full
time unon baauracracy us
a career. These people often
end up on the decision mak-
ing bodies of the union, the
Executive Councils,

Whilst these bodies do of
course take an Interest in the
affairs of their grass roots
members, by far the biggest
day to day pressure on them
is to ensure the smooth oper-
ation and well being, of the
multi million pound corpora-
tions. Industrial action and
strikes can be very damaging
to this, Firstly members con-
tributions so vital to (inance
it @allare cut off, and then
if the action should clash
with the law in any way,
there is always the possibility
that all their funds could be
sequestrated as has recently
happened to the printers and
miners, Union leaders sre also
very scered by the fact that
during strikes, many rank and

are

and rac- [
.
attitudes of white society 3

Thousands
languish in

wonder that

someone comes along
ising to lead you out of
all this into a "Promised land"
there are many willing to
listen.

SUPPORT

As socialists, we fully sup-
port the right of black people
88 an oppressed minority
group, to organise amongst
themselves to Improve their
living standards, or defend
their communities or what-
ever, However, at the same
time, we also have to say
that the ideas of people such
as Louls Farrakan do not hold
the long term answer, to so
many of the problems faced
by black people today. Whilst
it is certainly true thar it
is racism which causes black
people to suffer the econo-
mic problems of soclety much
more than white people, it
is not racism which actually
causes those problems in the
first place, They are caused
by the economic system under
which that society operates,
By capitalism, Unemployment,
bad housing, poverty etc are
all inevitable products of the
capitalist system, and any
attempt to solve those prob-
lems merely by changing the
racial composition of seciety
without attacking the system,
is doomed to fallure,

This of course Is exactly
the argument that we have
always used against white ra-
cists, who try and blame the
presence of black people in
this country for the existence
of economic problems, As we
quite rightly point out to
them, back in the 1920s and
30s when there were hardly
any black people in this coun-
try, there was even greater
poverty and unemployment
than there is today, Economie
problems are caused by eco-
nomics, and not by the colour
of people's skins.

LOUIS FARRAKAN JUST ANOTHER RELIGIOUS WAFFLER

Another Cop QOut

to
and

and file unionists, start
use Initiative and think

act themselves independent
of the leadership. A terrifying
prospect for the leaders of
a movement built on the pas-
sive support of it's members,

For all of these reasons,
most union leaders fear stri-
kes nearly as much as the
bosses, Of course they will

make loud noises and threaten
industrial action when they
are under attack, because it's
the only weapon that they
have, But time and time
again, when the crunch comes
they are afraid to use that
weapon, the only exceptions
being those rare occaslons
when a union executive does
act In a principled and hon-
ourable manner - as with the
miners - or when the pressure
from the membership iz so
great that they have to be
seen to do something, as with
the printers,

And so time and time again
they back down from any sort
of real action, prefering to

tal change in the economic
nature of that soclety - some
thing they've never mentioned
- they would soon find that
there were still black people
destitute, or scratching @
meagre living doing shitty
jobs. The only difference
would be that it would be
black people that were em-
ploying them, There would
still be black people languish-
ing in the jails, But it would
be black people who put them
there,

In the dream
Louis Farrakan,
suffer the worst from the
evils of our society today,
the black working class, may
well be spared from having
white society observe them
in their suffering. But they
would suffer it just the same

INCAPABLE

cities of
those who

In the final analysis, Louis
Farrakan has no real answers
for anyone, He is a religious
zealot, and like all rellgious
zealots of whatever creed,
he is incapable of a sober
analysis of economic and pol-
itical problems, to find their
true causes and solutions,

That is why like all zealots
he prefers to rely on fanata-

cism, to attract those who
are confused, desperate and
eosily manipulated to his

cause, and whip them up into
a frenzy of devotion, It is
the way in which he diverts
attention from the fact that
in the cold light of day, he
doesn't have any answers to
anything,

It also explains why he has
found it expedient, to use the
oldest trick of demagogues
throughout history, and offer
his hysterical followers a
scapegout to vent their wrath
on. How sad that the race
which today probably suffers
the most from racism, should
produce & movement which
turns upon those who have
suffered most from it through
out history,

This
might have worked during the

rely an  negotiation,
fiftles and sixties, when the
capitalist system was booming
economically, and It could
afford to hand out the good-
les, But today the system is
in &a mess, and not only can
it not afford to hand out any
more goodies, it also has to
start to claw hack some of
those it has given out,

CLASS WAR

That is why we have the
sort of Tory Party that we
have today, totally commited
to naked class warfare and
prepared to use any weapon
they have in that war, On
their side, they have the me-
dia, the law, massive rescour-
ces etc, The working class
have nothing but their power
to organise together, That
however, is a very powerful
waapon, The trouble is, the
ones who are supposed to be
the generals are afraid to
use it.

REPRESSION

One of the things that first draws many people into becom-
ing a political activist, is a feeling of anger. An anger at
many of the great injustices that exist in out soclety, and
@ genuine desire to want to do something to change things,
And so you decide to become involved in political activity,

for the first time, and at

this stage most

people throw

themselves into it with massive enthusiasm and commitment,

With the passing of time
however, this gut feeling
tends to wane @ bit, It's not
that you are any less aware
of the unjustices in society.
In fact it's the opposite, You
are more aware because you
have learnt more about them,
It's just that you have argued
and been involved in activi-
ties around them so many
times, that it has become to
a certain extent routine, You

are not moved or sngered in
quite the same way as you
were In the early days of

your personal crusade against
the injustices of the capitalist
system, You have become
hardened to It,

Every omnce in a while
though, you will come across
a sitwation, that will arouse
your anger and rage every
bit as high as it was in the
early days of your political
activities, Such an experience
occoured to me, on this
years Red Action trip to Bel-
fast,

Two years ago, on the same
trip, | first met & man who
| shall call Bob. At the time
he had just been released
from prison, When he was
seventeen of eighteen, he had
been involved in robbery to
ralse funds for the republican
movement, during the course

of which a policeman was
shot, He ended up getting
twelve vears, three of which

he served on the blanket pro

test, This meant that for
those three years, he was
locked in a single cell for

twenty three hours every day,
with no clothes on, no reading
material or radio, and not

even a mattress to lay on,

LONDON
When he left prison, he
joined the Irish Republican

Sacialist Party, and occasion
ally spoke as a representative
of them at political meetings.
Once, when he came to Lon

don to speak, | met him and
he came up to my home town
and we had a night out in
my local and he met a few
of my friends, and we just
generally had @ good night
out as you do when a friend
from afar visits you,

After o while Bob found
himself becoming disenchanted
with some political develop-
ments within his organisation,
Perhaps he was also beginning
to feel the unbelievable pres-
sure that republican activists
in Ireland have to suffer,
Anyway about a year ago he
left the movement,

So there he was, Still only
in  his twenties, Probably
somewhat  disillusioned with
a political struggle for which
he had already sacraficed a
third of his life, scratching
out @ living in an ares where
unemployment runs uat over
fifty per cent, getting a few
days work here and there,

at fifteen pounds a day less
tax. Not suprisingly perhaps,
he decided to follow the path
taken by so many young peo-
ple in his position and come
to London.

So him and a friend came
over, He got himsell a job
and somewhere to live, and
before long was doing alright
for himself, Earning a few
bob, golng out with a local
girl, perhaps catching up on
a few of the things which he
had missed out on. (Think of
all the things that you did
in the years from your late
teens to your mid twenties,
and try and imagine having
them all blotted out,)

RAID

Then one morning @ few
months ago, he awoke to find
his flat surrounded by armed
police. He was arrested undgr
the Prevention of Terrorism
Act, and held for seven days,
There was no suggestion that
he was involved in any illegal
activities - in all his time
in Britain he had not even
contacted any political assoc
late - but he was deemed to
be an "undesirable® and at
the end of his seven days,
he was served with an exclu-
sion order, This Is a clause
in the P.T.A.,, which allows
the government to deport
anyone from the North of
Ireland, back to there from
mainland  Britain  WITHOUT
GIVING ANY REASON
WHATSOEVER., If they so
much as set foot back on the
British mainland, even with
out commiting any offence,
they can get five years,

If ever the reality of the
fact that it is one thing to
read and know about injustice
but @& totally different thing
to  experience or understand
it was brought home to some
one, it was brought home to

me by this story. Of course
I knew asbout the existence
of the P.T.A, and knew that

1T Was an unjust
islation used to oppress and
intimidate not only republi-
cans, but all Irish people. But
somehow, | suppose just like
many others, | had never tru-
ly understood the way in
which it is used to disrupt
and wreck people's lives,

plece of leg-

| felt stupid and humiliated
that | as a self proclaimed
political activist, and suppos-
edly informed in these mat-
ters, could be so unaware
about the true nature of the
P.T.A.,, and of it's human
consequences, until | was act-
ually slapped in the face with
them.

But most of all, | felt a
towering anger that someone
I know and like could be
treated in such @ way, and
a screaming rage at the hypo-
criscy of it all, No doubt the
smug beauracrat who signed
the exclusion order, will some
night be sitting in front of
his telly tut tutting with hor-
ror as he hears about the
nasty Russians, who actually
uproot their political dissi-
dents from their homes, and
force them to live in remote
parts of the country. For the
the past seventeen years, the
British government has had
a whaole army in Northern
Ireland, fighting a war that
has claimed over two thous-
and lives, in order to assert
the fact that it is part of
Britain, and yet here they are
deporting people from Britain
to there,

It's the sort of hypocriscy
that tends to make you wish
that you were the one who
planted the Brighton bomb.
All that has happened Is that
| have had a very very tiny
insight, into the sort of tre-
atment that is meted out to
the Irish people by the British
government, and a very tiny
taste of the sort of anger
and frustration, that forces
them to take up the gun and
fight back against their opp-
réssors,

The crazy thing about it,
is that the thing that angers
me most, s the realisation
that | will never be able to
take him for a drink in my
local again, He might have
never passed my way again
anyway, but the thought that
he couldn't even if he wanted
to makes me more angry than
just about anything | can
think of right now,

At the risk of mixing pre
tentious cliche with a trivial
point, the truth of the mat
ter is that unless the British
state is overthrown, | will
never again be able to share
a pint in my local pub with
someone who | like and res-
pect. For me, that is plenty
enough reason for the over
throw of that state,

DEMONSTRATING AGAINST THE P.T.A,



tion, there was umum.
might be offensive to some

I'M AN UPSTART

parts of it
It was decided to print

it 88 It was, and asliow s Red Action member to comment

on it

The Angelic Upstarts, were one of the best bands to
emerge from the Punk explosion of 1977. They became one
of Oi's top bands and picked up a large skinhead following.
Thelr Goerdie roots and down to earth soclalism is well ex-
pressed in their music, Their singer "Mensi® has ventured into
poetry, with poems like "Heath's Lament" about the 1972
miner's strike, and Goerdies wife, about a sacked miner., The
band have moved into reggae, pop and folk, without losing
punk's cutting edge. Several of Red Action's own angelic up-
starts, journeyed up to North London on a wet and windy Au-

gust night to find out more.

B_,’&,_ You've always put your-
selves over as a soclalist
band, but in the south at
least you've had a regular
fascist following. Why is this,
and what do you think of
them.

MENSL | think that they see
in me, something thet they'd
like to be, Sometimes they
come for the row and some
enjoy the songs, Some of
them know the words to some
songs I've wrote and they're
Nazis. When "England" came
out it had all the pros,
there's nothing wrong  with
a bit of pride, A lot of young
right wing kids are into crim-

inal tendency, like our song
"Police Oppression, but they
don't realise that they're

heading for a police state,

R.A. Do you think that songs
such as "England" and "White
Riot" get taken the wrong
way by sections of the audi-

ence ?” Do you think that
they pick up on lyrics like
"Kids on the Street" and

"Thin Red Line",

MENSL 1'd like to think that
they pick up on lyrics, espec-
ially "Thin Red Line". If you
can't understand "White Riot"
there's something wrong with
the standard of education,
Fucking hell | wanna riot °
"England" could be taken the
wrong way, but you've only
got to talk to us to see what
we're about,

R.A. By being and staying
a working class sociulist band
do you think you're alienated,
unlike say the "Redskins"
who've compromised to reach
a larger audience ?

MENSI It's nowt, just means
that you're popular. I'm not
the housewives choice, you've
got to face facts. I'm doing
it now on the scale we had
in 1977-79, but in different
countries, To be popular
you've got to say what's pop-
ular. There's a certain part
of us that's not for sale,
You'll never be like Rod
Stewart, so make yoursell @
cunt cos it'll never happen,
You've got to hang on o
your ideals. After gll these
years I'm still the same,
You've got to be realistic,
| begrudge Rod Stewart, but
| just do ten smaller gigs to
his big one, and | enjoy It
Isn't that better ? Band Ald
made me sick. | admire the
thought behind it, but it was
just a popstar promotion, If
all of them popstars didn't
exist, they wouldn't starve
in the first place. There's
people like Oxfam who cam-
paign for years but don't get
knighted,

R.A, Are you involved in po-
litics outside of the band 7

MENSI I'd use to have loved
to have been in the Labour
Party, but after the miner's
strike I'm what you call a
non combatant. At least Tha-
tcher's honest, She says "
hate the cunts, and I'm gonna

piss all over them", while
Kinnock says "I'm a big time
socialist" but he's a bigger

cunt, My father always voted
Labour, but last time he went
out of his way not to. | feel
well out of place. | prided
mysell on being a Labour man
but not mow. The Dally Mi-
rror, @ paper that says It's

Labour is shit. At least the
Sun is honest. You know |t
lles,

R.A. Right from your first
single e Murder of Liddle
Towers" (a song asbout a man
kicked to death by the police
after being arrested for being
drunk) to newer stuff like
"Brighton Bomb", you've spo-
ken out about injustice in so-
ciety. Does this create hassle
for the band. | know that
after "Liddle" you got lots
of shit from the police, ?

MENSI, It still happens up
North. Brian Hayes our guit-
arist is Irish. We went to
football at Sunderiand, went
into the paddock, and the old
Bill clocked us, came up be-
hind us, and started digging
us saying "Open your mouth
now". Two of them went up
to the inspector at the back,
and sald "We can't wind them
up enough". Brian says he's
never seen them in his life.
The coppers hadn't but the
inspector knew us, They wan-
ted us to start. | told the
crowd what was happening,
and put my arms up in the
air and sald "I'm doing noth-
ing". At half time they threw
my brother out, | went up
to them and sald "Where's
my brother ?". They just
looked at me so we went out
They just try to wind us up,
It still happens.

R.A. You've worked in the
pits, and have done songs
such as "King Coal", and "No-
ttingham Slag" about the pits,
what do you think about
scabs, Scargill and the after-
math of the strike ?

MENSI I've always thought,
and still do, that Scargill was
the finest Union man, 1 don't
know about Watt Tyler, I've
never met him. There were
loads of Notts lads on strike,
The U.D.M. will have to come
back to the N,UM., as they
did when Spencer did it in
1926, Miners who worked in
Notts came from all over the
country with Jjobs offered. It
was all planned,

R.A. You were one of the
pillars of "OI" (a musical
trend that emerged just after
"Punk Rock") What do you
think about Cary Bushell (a
music writer heavily invoived
in the Ol scene} scabbing for

the Sun ?
MENSI He's a scab in every
respect. He's never spoken

to me since he scabbed. He
says "lI've got no-one to an-
swer to, I'm looking after my
family". But that's exactly
what scabs say, It's the same
with every strike with every
family. At one point we were
real close. 1 thought he was
like @ secret agent against
the Sun, but it never came,
He phoned me up when he
first scabbed, but | wasn't
in. I'm glad | wasn't, | could
not speak to him, cos | felt
so close to him, | don't know
how Sounds have the nerve
to print his name. If this was
the war, he'd be hung.

R.A. You've said that Tony
Benn should be Prime Minis-
ter, Do you think that he or
anyone, can pull Britain out
of the shit that it's in ?

MENSI Tony Benn takes a
lot of stick because he speaks
the truth, | really admire Ken
Livingstone, but he's shit out
a bit, The only man | really
admire is Scargill. He won't
compromise himself, He wants
to help the miners.

R.A, What do you '
bands similar to yourselves
musically and rulmcaliy. like
"The Neurotics" or "Red Lon-
don" ?

MENSI | like all sorts of
bands, especially those deep
into the lyrics, | like Red
London., Patty is a great sin-
ger, they could have gone a
lot further. The Neuwrotics ?
1 don't know. | was a bit sus-
picious cos one of them wore
dark glasses.

R.A. What about "Skrewdri-
ver 7 (National Front band)

MENSI Shocking. 1 went to
8 Skrewdriver gig about three
years ago. | walked in and
the atmosphere was fiithy.
1 had half a pint and left,
I should have stayed, because
the singer lan Stewart, had
on a German helmet that was
too big, with a plastic bag
in it to make it fit, It shd
down his face during a song,
and nearly suffocated the stu-
pid bastard, You've got to
feel sorry for lan, cos he
wanted to be @& star, but
couldn't because he's a dick.
They should make a T.V. ser-
ies, cos he's a better come-

dian than Dustin Gee. He's,a
dick.

R.A, Do the rest of the
band vyour political senti-
ments ?

MENSI [I've got to be honest
Half of them are happy as

long as they get a drink. Bri-
an will back up anything that
I've said,

R.A. Do any of them write

lyrics 7

MENSI

| think that that's
my job, It's not that they
can't, they just don't.

R.A. What do you think that
the Upstarts best achievement
was, and what would you like
it to be ?

MENSI | think the best ach-
jevement in the world was
being 8 pain in the arse,
We've had two articles in
the Police Gazette, one about
"Liddle" and the other about
violence at gigs. Stanley Bai-
ley, the Chief Constable of
Northumbria even said that
we were "Less than animals",

The Upstarts have a long
list of releases, Among the
best are the "Two Million
Voices" album, which has got
to be an all time great, a
good variety of style, with
what must be about the best
account of today's Britain put
to music, "The Reason Why"
album, more in a pop vein
but again with lyrics that
strike right into the heart,
and including a couple of
songs not to be missed, "Wo-
men in disguise” and "Solidar-
ity, Also look out for the sin-
gles "The Murder of Liddle
Towers", "Never ad Nothing"
"Out of Control" and "Brigh-
ton Bomb", the front cover

of which shows a limbless
Thatcher sitting on a stick
of Brighton rock, pumping

blood all over the place. Not
to be missed. Anyway thanks
to Mensi and the Upstarts
and all the best to them. Ol

Fifty years ago, in 1936, fascism was on the march all

over Europe, In Germany Hitler was in power, in [taly Musso-
lini, in Spain a civil war was soon to end in the establishment
of yet another fascist power, In Britain also, there was a fas-
cist movement that aspired to putting this country under the
reign of the jackboot. It was called the British Union of Fas-
cists, It's leader and would be fubrer, was a man named
Oswald Mosley,

Mosley attempred to orgenise his movement around tradition
ol fascist tactics le use physical force to intimidate your
opponents off the streets, These tactics were resisted by the
antl fascist movement, particularly in the east end, where the
fascists tried to intimidate the large Jewish community,

Eventually after many fierce and sometimes bloody clashes
Mosley announced his Intention to take a march of fascists
right through the east end. Immediately, the anti fascist move
ment announced it's intention to stop this march, snd adopted
slogan made famous by the anti fascist forces, in the Spanish
civil war "THEY SHALI PASS"

NOT The scene was set for
what was to become one of the most famous political events
in the recent history of this country., The Battle of Cable
Street,

On the 4th of October, the day of Mosley's proposed march
an estimated one hundred thousand anti fascists turned out
to oppose him, His march never got anywhere near where it
was meant to go, and the battle as such was fought between
the anti fascists and the police, who were trying to clear a
way through for the fascists. It was a massive and most wel-

come victory for the anti fascist movement at a very diffi-
cult time.
This year sees the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Cable

Street, and to commemerste this event, Anti Fascist Action
are organising a march through the scene of the battle, It
is poarticularly apt to commemerate such an event, al a time
such as this, when racial violence and attacks are on the in-
crease particularly in the area of the east end, We urge eve-
ryone to. attend this event. The final details of the march

are not yet available but will be shortly, Keep that weekend
free, and make sure that we do pass,

OSWALD MOSLEY. HE DID NOT PASS

VIEWPOINT]|

It is a fact that there are a number of people, men and
women in the socialist movement, who find the use of the
word cunt gexist and offensive. Equally, there are a number
of men and women who don't Personally, | have never really
been able to understand, why one particular swearword should
be any more offensive to someone than any other. Most
women that | am closest to politically do not make a big
issue out of the use of the word. But | am aware that many
of them aren't totally happy about it, The crucial point, is
that it Is obviously an issue, and if you are producing a soci-
alist paper, you have to take that into account, It's not so
much a case of your own personal opinion of the rights or
wrongs of it, but one of respect for those who do find it off-
ensive. A socialist paper must always aspire to the highest
standards and try to avold anything that may be offensive to
any particular section of the socialist movement, | don't think
that the article on this page can be held to come Into that
category It is a direct quotation of someone using language
used by millions of people men and women. It would be diff-
erent say if it was a Red Action editorial, However having
printed it, | think that it is right that we show that we are
aware that it is an issue. If any readers have any comments
to make on this issue we will be glad to print them, Swear-
words will not be censored,

Red Action pamphlet

We are
Red
Action

A SHORT MISTORY OF RED
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First published two years ago,
this pamphlet, although slightly
out of date now, still gives a good
insight into the discussions and
events that lead to the formation
of Red Action, Available from the
box number, price $0p inclusive of
postage and packing
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Red Action is an organisation founded by working class
people to work for the furthering of the cause of
Socialism. Membership is open to all who accept our
political principles and pay a weekly subscription. Every
member has an equal vote on all Red Action policy and
decisions.

if you support our aims but do not wish to become 2
member, you can become a supporting member. This does
not entitle you tp vote, but you will receive:

1. A free subscription to the newspaper.

2. A regular internal newsletter that will keep you
informed of what is going on in the organisation.

3. Notification of any Red Action activities in your ares.

The cost for this is £10 for one vear.

Subscriptions (0 the paper are still available separately.
cost is £3 pounds for ten issues. Please remember that
Mmlamhavmummﬂn
always very grateful for any donations, and especially
orateful to anyone who can take extra copies to sell.

PO box 158
Hatfield
Herts



"It Mofftwrmwdwthemoljub
Frank did the other night, the country would be in a good
P 'S manager Terry Lawless, spesking soon after

the Bruno/Witherspoon fight. Even if he got everyone to agree
large black man, how does

would help the economy. Poor old Tell,
Brain damage by proxy.

Who says the N.H.S, is
ties are wrong, Only last
4 remote part of Scotland,

up the creek, and our social priori-
month, an old lady on holiday in
was rushed by helicopter to a hos-
pital more than a hundred miles away, after merely complain-
Ing of a constriction in her throat, This event was featured
as the lead item on the news (six minutes) and included arch-
ive footage of a former emergency, and of the old dears B0th
birthday party. That's all very well for the Queen mother,
but because of the sort of system we live under, we are told
that we couldn't possibly afford to extend even a tiny perc-

entage of the consideration and publicity, to the hundreds of
who are condemned to
Caring capitalism ?

old ladies of a similar age,

die of hy-
pothermia this winter,

RED ACTION
IN ACTION

In July sixty members of Anti Fascist Action, half of them
Red Action supporters, travelled to Bury Saint Edmunds,. to
Oppose a proposed National Front March. From the point of
view of the fascists, the whole thing was a disaster, with the
"race warriors" taking second place in & number of skirmishes
before and after the march, which was itself completely dis-
rupted at one stage, when a Red Action led ambush in a nar-
row side street, coused the police to rush foward, leaving the
back of the march unprotected. The resulting
of minutes, during which time the N.F. last
and a lot of their previous arrogance. Nine antj-
fascists were arrested, and charged with public order offences
The day ended on a high note, when while under police es-
cort to the edge of town, we came upon a member of the
Front's National Directorate, and a few of his lackeys on
foot, As we swept past, to the utter astonishment of the lo-
cal "plod" one of the political soldiers was felled by a cheeky
denim clad arm, swinging a blunt instrument. The motorised
"cudgel carrier” then sped off, hotly pursued by an outraged

Old Bill, leawng current N.F. chairman Nick Griffin halding
his hands in the air, i

Apart from the ritual
local press by the N.F. and the Labour Party, there was in
stark contrast, a private endorsement from a veteran anti-
fascist, who actually lost members of his family in the Con-
centration camps, and was himself arrested on the demo, who
described the attitude and tactics of the anti-fascists as
"inspiring”, Sufficient vindication for anyone, | would hava

Imagined,
h

Once again, Red Action sent a delegation to attend the
annual  anti-internment demonstration {n  Belfast, It again
proved to be an invaluable experience, especially for the
first time visitors, as In just one weekend, the striking visual
evidence, destroys many of the myths created by the media,
and a well oiled propaganda machine, that has over the last
seventeen years, tried to justify and defend the existence of
what is basically a British army of occupation in Ireland,
Apart from the march itself, which was declared ilegal from
the start, the special rapport that exists between the LR.A.
and the local people, was vividly Hlustrated in a club in West
Belfast, by the suprise appearence of two armed and unifor-
med "provos". The audience listened intently, as the obviously
young volunteer, thanked them for their support over the past
year, and spoke of the LR.A.'s determination to "broaden the
struggle, The effect on the crowd was electric, and they had
to be repeatedly warned not to voice their approval, in case
it alerted the security forces who were outside, Even then
the crowd could still barely control their enthusiasm, until
the so colled “terrorists" had safely lefy, Passing an army
fort one evening, a Red Action contingent were amazed, when
In & complete reversal of roles, they were taunted and stoned
by the soldiers and R.U.C, men inside screamed out such
asides as "English bastard”, "What are you doing over here"
and “Get back to your own country” cries guite often heard
in this part of the world, but not usually from such a guarter
Given this evidence, ft is €asy to see how in their briefing
on the situation, some of the subleties of the conflict, may
well have been lost in the translation,

h

Red Action members and supporters who did not travel to
Belfast, attended an anti-internment march in London, organ-
Ised by the Irish Freedom Movement, to help ensure the safe-
ty of the Republican Flute Bands, who had come from Scot-
land, There were no Mmajor Incidents, though one Red Action
Supporter was arrested when renewing a "nodding” aquaintance
with a prominent member of the National Front Directorate,

\

A large turn out of Red Action supporters at the Arsenal v
Celtic game ensured a highly successfyl paper sale, with over
90 coples sold,
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in alliance with their historical enemy,
North, Of the twelve Victoria Crosses awarded to
were either from the Republic, or to Nor-
Nationalist side of the sectarian divide,

all the recepients
therners from the

Incidently, of the 1,348 Victoria Crosses ever

The Prime

Minister suffers from a rare

more
; the Nazis,
mm from the

Irishmen,

than

awarded, 167
bastards, After all Britain

condition called

"Dupuy Treens Contracture” which recently forced her to have

an operation on her hand, According to St,

it is often associated
mental disorder,
been devoted (o

Mary's hospital,

with drinking alcohol and, wait for it,

political life has

ered a second opinion. "The hand that signed the Anglo Irish

Agreement has been
God". Who could argue 7

paralysed” he said

\

Just like Bobby Charlton,
be birched, because jatl
"better

ual, for people to take
than they would have
improving housing, or
alleviate either problem.

Dear Red Action

I am writing
to add some comments to the
letter about Red Wedge prin-
ted in the last issue. Red
Wedge believes that a Labour
victory i¢ vital at the next
election, but | believe that
this is naive. After 7 Labour
governments since the party's
formation, what have we Kot
to show for it, A few minor
concessions at  most. Eating
the same old Tory shit,but
with a bit more sugar on Lop
To be fair, there are some
commited  socialists of one
sort or another in the Labour

Party., But 1 still see it as
the left wing of the Tory
Party.

Time and again they've sold
us down the river, Maybe Red
Wedge can put pressure on
these people theyv've elected
to  follow their promises
through, Maybe, but | doubt
it. Kinnoek keeps swinging
righter and righter, and s ex
pelling more and more socia-
lists from the Party. So why
does he support Red Wedge
Perhaps he feels that a bunch
of kids (many not old enough
o votel popstars and come-
dians counmt for nothing but
vating fodder and headlines,
Once their wvotes ure cast,
he won't worry about them,

Do Red Action and Red
Wedge have anything in com-
mon 7 | think that Red
Wedge's heavy accent on cul
ture, is definitely in line with

what Red Action has been
saying since it's formation,
Working class culture is o
perfect  medium  for  putting
across politics as something
relevant, and not as some--

thing owned by trendy lefty
shitheads,

However, Red Wedge should
try and steer clear of the
trap other lefty music cam-
paigns have fallen into, of
putting the sccent too much
on Reggae, Asian and wight
on wadical bands. Red Wedge
wants to come onto the
streets, why not from them
Hopefully, it will use it's res-

ources locally, putting on lo-
cal bands and building support
at the grass roots, rather
than relying on big tours,
After all, 20 smal Rigs, could
add wp to | style council
show, and the rewards of the
work put into 20 communities
Is more valuable than | sum-
mer  gig  where everyone
wears a vote Labour badge,

who reckoned that hooligans should
was no deterrent
than where they came from®
cently came out with 2 real gem,

a8 It was often
Norman Tebbit also re-
"These days it is nor unus-

jobs that leave themselves worse off
been on benefit",
improving working conditions would help

I don't suppose thar

Red Wedge has approached

Anti  Faseist Action, with
View o putting on gigs,
would hope that Red Actio
would take a very active role
in this, Our tour for the mi
ners  was  played mainly by
punk and skinhead bands, the
sort  of bands other left
groups wouldn't put on. But
we proved that taking musi
not from the students union
but from the streets needn't
be a failure, and a considera
ble sum was raised,

Red Action has a good deal

of respect, in areas of the
music  scene which the lefd
elther neglect, ignore or slag
off, We still sel) papers
0 to gigs, and interest |
our politics is alwavs Strong.,
| would hope that A,F.A.
Red Wedge  gigs, Wil

include bands such as
and not just reggae and Afri

can Jazz  bands, Althoug
Black, Asian or whatever oul
ture should be included in an)
antl racist movement, | thin
we should push ar the whitd
working class audience. Afre
all, who makes up the N.F
Lroops in  this country, Whj
not try and take away thei
potential  supporters  beford
they get into dodgy politic

The Fromt are already making
some headway, with Roe
4gaInst  Communism, and the
racially pure (?) Skrewdriver,

This is something that Red
Wedge and AF.A. will have
to consider, | am confide:
though, that  with
Action's involvement, we cs
pull off something as succes
sfull and exciting as our mi
ner's tour,

Whilst 1 still hold doubt
about Red Wedge's aims being
achieved, | see no harm |
soclalists pushing broad issue
which we all agree on anywa
as Richard Edwards would sa
"inna unity style"

Tim
Red Action
Under Fives

;

Sir Raymond Ligo, the Chief Executive of British )
recently callcdlﬁr tax reliel for those employing domesti:
servants, Just think, perhaps we'll ail be able to afford on
then,

W

According to figures from the Child Poverty Action Group,,on
the mornlfim after the 1986 budget, the f
Wwas some 600 MILLION pounds
changes, | bet he wasn't rushing
before it either,

\

Finally for the benefit of those in the know who will appreci-
ate it, I offer you a quote from the Guardian newspaper
dated the 4/8/86 which reads, "O'Farrell doesn't dispute tha
individual members May commit crimes, but he says that
there is no organised activity" What's this you ask ? Another
supergrass, Is the bastard spilling the beans on us, Fear not,
they are merely the words of Michael O'Farrell, President of
the Oakland California Branch of the Hells Angels, speaking
recently to a reporter from the Los Angeles Times, He gets
about doesn't he,
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