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BELFAST, CAPETOWN
THEFIGHT IS THE SAME

The events which have been occurring in recent months in cry out against the injustice
South Africa, have brought home to many people in this part of apartheid, themselves ruled
of the world, the fundamentally evil nature of the apartheid over a state, where the most
regime and the state machine which upholds it. The pictures blatent discrimination was
on our screens of police and soldiers opening fire on peace- practiced against one section
full protestors, the shooting of young school-children, the of the community, This disc~
arrests and imprisonments without trial and the suppression rimination based on religeon
of freedom of the press, all of these have brought foward &  rather than colour pervaded
wave of protest, not only from socialist and progressive every aspect of life, employ-
groups, but also from many figures in the establishment as meént prospects, the right to
well, council housing and living

standards generally. As with

M.P.s from all parties, fig This united display of con- the blacks in South Africa,
ures from the House of Lords cern by the British establish- many catholics In Northern
I'rades Union leaders, all have ment, for an oppressed and freland did not even have the
been quick to add their voi brutalised people, is no doubt right to vote, Election boun-

ces to the protest. Recent very satisfying for their own dries were rigged so that
weeks have seen figures as  liberal consciences, However nearly every local govern-

politically diverse as Tory we can see It in a different ment - even where catholics
M.P. Jim Pryor, T.U.C. lead- light, If we compare it to were in the majority of the
ers Norman Willis and Ron  the marked indifference and population - were protestam
fodd and The Arch Bishop silence that they have shown, dominated, as was the North-
of Canterbury's special envoy when another government a  ern Ireland Parllament. To
(whotever that's mesnt to lot nearer home, has used enforce this rule they were
mean) Terry Waite, all visit- exactly the same sort of tac-  able to call upon the services
ing South Africa, and return- tics, That government is their of an armed almost entirely
ing to condemn the govern- own, protestant part time police
mant for resisting the calls force renowned for their bru-
for change. tor 50 years, those Labour tality and violence, This re-

" - . M
and Tory M.P.s who today member was all happening

in a state ruled by the Brit-
ish government,

MURDER

And then, when the oppre
ssed people began to protest
and fight buack against the

system, what was the reaction SCENES SUCH AS THIS, HAVE QUITE RIGHTLY BROUGHT CONDEMNATION UPON TH
of that government. In 1972, THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD FROM Al
a peacefull civil rights march ' SECTIONS OF SOCIETY,

through the city of Derry was
opened fire upon by British

para-troopers, 14 people Were . .4 iy recent years, victims the non jury Diplock Court so be it. And if the South

killed, nearly all shot in the ¢ g Army plastic bull system, which is really no African government is to bull
DOCK TuRBIg aweY, and doz- o5, And what about those more than a rubber stamp of headed to see that, then they
ens wounded. Where were oo, o0 o0 quick to condemn respectability on the same will have te be told, Hence
those amongst the British es- . ¢ ooh African government system, the sudden criticism from
tablishment who cry out 50 (.. the arbitary arrests and It's quite clear that the former friends and colleagues,
loudly @about the .'-\'.hninllﬂn’, imprisonments  without trial, ",-,,,".-l.m" g s e L S DPTRSI
dl.wwl i Mm.k peo Have they never heard of the Margaret Thatcher and co.  themselves understand  thi
ple that day. Or “'h"_"' WET®  night when the British army show for the black South Afri well enough, which s why
they in January of this \"l"i.tr.. swept through the streets of cans, Is nothing more than they refused to meet Goeffrey
when we marched through peifag and Derry and arrest dh R hypocrisy, They're Howe on his recent trip, They
London to commemorate the . oipo charge or trial 342 “”;M Ryt Wb ibefigiios st Vol oo
event. Irish men, and as subsequent- ., things back to norm: {riend { oppressed people,

When will those so quick 'Y Pproved at the European . oov they can get back to A thers  themselves opp
to condemn the barbaric kill- Court of Human Rights, sub making vast profits from ressed. Victory to the ANC,
ing of young black school Jected many of them to tor their investments in the South Victory to armed Republican

children, also remember those ture. And have they never

African state. If achieving Movement, and all revolution
irish children who have been asked themselves today, about

ary f(reedom fighters
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The Revolutionary
Road to Socialism

For many people, the phrase revolutionary soclalism is one
that is totally out of context in today's soclety. For them
revolutions are something that belong In the past, with sec-
ret meetings of bearded men wearing fur hats, or if today,
to far off "Banana Republic" type states run by tyrannical
gangster dictators. But surely not in our society here today,

This is certainly the view We can see proof of this
of people like most members quite clearly today. Now that
of the Labour Party, who the capitalist system s in a
consider themseives to be so- mess, the capitalists try and
clalists but not revolutionaries defend their riches in the
They are what is known as only way they can. By clamp-
"reformist socialists”. In their ing down on workers living
view because in this country standards, And so we see to-
today we all have the right day unemployment rocketing,
to vote In the parlismentary wages being forced down,
system, we are sble to use vital services like the Nation-
that system to both improve g Health Service being cut
our lives today, and ultimstly o the bome. In fact all the

have never grown up, and It
certainly isn't because we are
just looking for trouble and
confrontation for the sake of
it. It is because we have
studied and understood the
way in which the capitalist
system works, and have come
to conclusion that firstly it
can never jguarantes the
working classes a decemt
standard of lving: and must
therefore be replaced by a
sociallsts system, but also
that the capitalist class will
never allow this to happen
peacefully, and therefore it
will have to be achieved by
force,

PRETENDERS

Red Action then is an organisation which claims to be a
revolutionary one, As such we would support other revolution-
ary organisations even though we may differ from them on
some points, However the fact that an organisation describes
itself as revolutionary doesn't necessarily mean that it has
a truly revolutionary outlook. It is very easy in Britain today
to go around describing vourself as a revolutionary. It doesn't
Unfortunately it's

to achieve a socialist soclety. great gains won in the years

For these people, talk of of the capitalist boom, being
revolution is the talk of those clawed back. In the face of

who are either immature ro- this reformism has been abso-

tomorrow never comes, There
have been four Labour gov-
ernments elected in the last

more a case of the opposite,
ANSWERS

tment to revolutionary

cause you any great hardship or sacrifice

people take no notice of you,

To find out in the relatively placid society in which we live
today just how genuine a person’s or an organisation's commi
struggle

is, you need some way of

mantics, or else "Rent a jutely powerless, Surely If 323 years, but we are no near- Of course we are not in M testing it, For us, there is no clearer test than freland.
Mob" thugs who are only In  j was reformism that was er to socialism now then we & position to try and under-
it for the sake of confronts- responsible for winning the were then. take this task today anyone It is quite amazing how And so we get all of these
tion and trouble. That they gains, it would also be able  And even on those rare can see that, but as we have Jimany self styled revolution half baked theories telling us
say, Is why the vast majority 1o defend them. occasions when a reformist seen in recent years, when JjOries in this country, quite that the Irish revolution is
of decent people take no not- government does try and int- the capitalist system is in COrrectly give their unquali- not really a revolution be-
lce of them and why the re- EXAMPLE roduce some radical measure, crisis as it is now, the only i fied support to armed revolu- cause the Republican Move-
mllr"eromm left is just a tiny they are totslly at the whim way in which the capitalists “rmli:j” lmny.rla:-m-msl around ':h(- :r:.-m ;x a class “”'f“m"e' or
Spins avement. of the capitalists as to whe- can defend it, is by attacking i WOrld, but then start to hum that they are an elitist te-
Well we certsinly couldn't  In actual fact, the way it ther or not they “will be the living standards of the snd heh when & Smes fl“ T TROTOING Wion N
attempt to deny that todey Wworks is that the reformists allowed to implement them. working classes, But by doing ['reland. The "““"*“”“"” Tt IR SR OF SUel that
the revolutionary left in this find themselves helping to Thus in 1976, when the Lab- (his they, they expose to the Jthis is not very hard to find, the Republican Movement s
country is & very tiny move- Implement the cuts, It was OUr government attempted to working classes themselves ]It 5 of course very easy to a movement of Green Fas-
ment. But there is in fact the last Labour government bflﬂg In some measures which  the weakness of the reformist J8Ive your ungualified SHPPAE. (Rt
8 very obvious reason for this Wwhich began the cuts In the didn't meet with the approv- |4eas which they have prev- it0 @ revolutionary movement
Health Service, They did so @l of the rich capitalists, they jously  trusted, When the JiWhich operates a few thou
The 25 years after the end ot pecause they wanted to, threatened to withdraw their working classes begin to learn [ 52nd miles away, because you REALITY
of the end of the Second py¢ pecause the Internstional Investments in Britain, which through their own bitter ex- @i Will never be called upon to
World War, saw in this coun- Monetary Fund made it a Would have caused economic perjence that the old answers Jd0 anything to prove that su-
try as well as some others, condition for giving them a ¢chaos. The government backed don't work then they have QPPort and as few people in All of these mentsl gym-
the fastest rise in living stan- | 00" piop they desperately down. to start to look for new an- Jlthis country care about what nastics have but one aim. To
dards in history, It is there- needed to boost the ailing swers, For the only answers is happening thousands of try and turn fear and lack
fore not really suprising that economy which will really work, Revo- [ miles away, it won't get you of revolutionary committment
most of those who grew up i SABOTAGE lutionary answers, any bad reaction form your into a virtue. To try and
in that era knowing nothing No clearer example could " THe lout ot crisis of neighbours, somehow prove that those
but rising standards all of be shown of the fundamental o i, vy Mgoror Y who refuse to even support
™ pitalism in the 20s led to
their lives, should feel that weakness in the reformists the Wall St. crash and th : _ the revolution, are the true
they have any reason to be Ideology, Because they are However, this form of bk bedr II.a' < Ftha the DIFFERENT revolutionaries, and that those
interested in talk of revolu- committed to working within "Investment strike” is merely i |'° ,,p” IU - ,'m_w' who are octually engaged in
tion, the capitalist system, they one of the more civilised IUt'on8l  Capitalist  system. B . o00 however Is different. it are not. Somebody pass
are unwilling to confront it. forms of ssbotage, which cap- M8t in it's turn, led to the Wit is happening todey right me the pills,
So when that system gets in jtalists use to undermine the S0¢ial crisis which saw the l on our doorstep, If you give .
CREDIT a mess, they are forced to efforts of reformist govern- rise and fall of fascism your unqualified support to _The reality of Ireland is
' try and help bale it out. But ments, When necessary, they through the Second Worid [l & revolutionary movement 'he reality of revolution, Peo-
the only way in which the can be a whole lot tougher, War. So it took some pretty [l which is operating that near, Ple die, blood runs in the
Reformist soclalists encour- system can be baled out is,by The most recent example of extreme answers to sort out [l then it suggests that perhaps Streets, people get locked up
age this view. They are quick  oovucking the living standards this, wes seen in Chile in the last capitalist  crisis, |l you should in some way in- In prisons for years and it
o t:la:‘m that it was Le‘fnr;u— of the workers, That is why 1972, Whether or not we are forced fll volve yourself in trying to 18 a“‘f“”ﬁ :' that "';Ia'll&" :‘*
Ism that was responsible for of La- down that path this time, de- [l assist that str le, even if too much for you then fair
winning those great gains, ::ﬁrgp:;r:::nr:m:acfli?nngf 11:!* Then, a democratically el pends to a large extent how nnliv in uuw-r: :ﬁall wa\-.n enough, But be honest and
In doing this however they (npll'msu. !uh"“r them, imp- ected guwrnn‘lem, under the successful the revolutionary 3 admit it. Don't start looking
give themselves credit which h_m(_‘;““' wages ”ww; dad leadership of Salvador Allende left is in winning the over But this of course starts for criticisms just to use the
they don't really deserve. It - y Bt ;w“rm' What who was considered to be o the working class to organised [ CPENINg up the door to things us an excuse to reject the
isn't s0 much a question of éhm e ‘dumg g Marxist, attempted to imple- iimates ltke harassment from the po- whole struggle, Of course
reformism winning gains, but saying, let's acrifice NOW ment some md_t.' ranging re- lice perhaps even arrest, SOme here are critic isms that can
rather one of the capitalist i m’ she “w;‘f'n ot o it*a forms. The U.S. government thing that most self styled he made of the Republican
system, when it is booming mm-\. mday.' i JR <A tried desperately to under- FARLY British lefties have never had Movement. Criticisms can be
n:d can afford to give out we'll get Saik. on iha rasd :1::;1glh::\ ﬂ:lfhndgt rr:ﬁ:r:,p::- to face, :{.Imi in :n.m- CBNeS mude of any puhm';,l move-
the goodies, dishing them out ; ' ot cooras B ) OnC i : o . s [ #T¢ not willing to Face, ment, No doubt there are
thm&gh reformist 2mwmem\\, to soclalism, But of course ssure, and actual industrial o l:'::{‘Prz::‘c.nllt':(:::.;rtr:u \;.::.I-, Rather than admit however members of the Republican
sabotage through the C.LA. Yet :;In'ad,\' .wv have ,il,t:,', that they have neither the Movement who would them-
Eventually they were able changes in society such as[j CoOurage or committment to selves have criticisms of it
“ | to provoke a coup led by the would have been thought im- [ retain the revolutionsry out- But nothing can change the
ANOTHER HITLER" military and backed by the possible a few years ago. The look lu..hr'u .w-n!:..n:.‘.g with :.ulT rIJ::l lht[—v I;:r :Inmgls'hf;
“apl ultl  nationals, 2ity riots, the sceneafl® real revolution, they cofve front lne o "N ;
‘ . ;,dh‘:‘.l.l:hfipedmnut the regime :ﬂ::rrm (t;:'- miner's strike with up with all sorts of reasons against the British state, and
& murdered tens of thousands the massive para-military op- Jij to justify thelr desertion of In that wrrlauglf. they deserve
¢ { of socialists and progressives eration and the resistence iy[the Irish revolution, and o our Ir:_nmpl::rn-- and total supp-
‘,: 2o Y pt and instituted a military dic- provoked, the preparations il €ven present it as the correct ort. Those who are not willing
"y tatorship. Business as usual, for the use of platic bullets, [ political position, to give that support, merely
All of prove that their committment

ing the living standards of :
the workers within capitalism :" ”‘?mp dnwmd nn{ l:e \;:r-
It is doomed to ultimate fail- "5 ©@8%es, and ol the beg-
ure because it tries to reason inmags of ‘thelr wiompts to
with capltalism, when capita- kot

= lism cannot be reasoned with, As the crisls gets worse

What we can see from this
is that reformism can no
more succeed in building soc-
lalism, than it can in defend-

it's like being in & cage with
a wild animal. Just because
It may not eat you straight

away, doesn't mean that you tion as the miners did and
can start making plans with like them will come to the
it to live a peaceful co-exis- conclusion that the only way
tence. You know that it will in which they can defend
eal you as soon as it Is hun-  themselves from the attecks

gry. Capitalism is such a wild
animal with which we are

these are symptoms
of the effect which the econ
nomic crisis of capitalism s
beginning to have on our so-
ciety, Of the state's attempt

more and more sections of
the working class will find
themselves in the same posi-

of the capitalist system and
the state machine it controls

to the revolution, ends where
the real revolution starts,

caged. Eventually it is going s (o directly confront that
to kill us, unless we kill it machine. It's not really such
first, a big step from there, to
i : And that is why we revolu- starting to think, well why . z oy :
? A REVOLUTIONARY PEOPLE'S ARMY
DURING THE LAST GREAT CRISIS OF CAPITALISM tlonary socialists hold the not throw the whole thing

CONSERVATIVES EVERYWHERE BACKED HITLER'S RISE
TO POWER

views which we do. It isn't
because we are romantics

over and build a better saner
system,




W RIpd:{e])y| DOWN ON THE FARM

THE PAST

A recent march through north London organised by the
"Broadwater Farm Defence Campaign® highlighted the anger
still felt by many people on the estate, ten months after
last years riots, or as the locals prefer to call them, upris-
ings. Hundreds of people have been arrested, and many face
long prison sentences, such as the two who in June, were

stopped while driving his
own car, accused of stealing
it and arrested. Then using
u key that they had taken
from him, police let them-
selves into the house of his

were sledgehammered in, and
property of all descriptions
taken from the owners, even
items such as food, on the
pretext that it had been
looted from shops, Many of

There in the
nuclear pfmm .:' C::':::b:fu wt irt:f::!tomx;rpre‘:m~ sentenced to five years for affray. This is the price that mother Cynthia, Soon after- ....° o esied were denied

ly apathetic people, some of the dangers of the nuclear many face paying, for defending their community from the }"r'o'n‘:‘ :""helf:“:m‘::: "”:3 many of their legal rights
power industry, The risk of contamination to vegetables and state. e w:s e .;lven such as access to solicitors.
livestock in this country, meant that it was no longer a The Broadwater Farm FEs-
question of an abstract debate on the |ikelihood of Armage- tate, was built In the late ;::‘ um"" s':er" ‘;:“'“;'ne L':’:u ;';e‘.hza‘;olzf:" pasa *azheu::ﬁerr::m “:ehe p:::?
ddon, but one of practical decisions on the wisdom of eat- 1960s and early 70s. Before  pere :nece s i :‘;::’ e ' of e Breiuiie’ Passs T
ing high-risk foods, with all the potential consequences it long, structural defects in 83 8 majar reduction » bk thiotn
ey Tt & in crime on the estate, BATTLE tate, you can see that

b - Not even the most reacti- e thnoT wen: cau;; Vehicle crimes down 50%, of the age-group f“""‘“d

Despite  soothing noises ,nurv  editorial  however, ing many problems for the pyrgiary down 62% and ro- Sk adsal S in the battle couldn't num-
from the Government, people \ied 1o suggest that the TR bbery down 39%. An ares ch an incident, coming ber more than a few hund-
were dlarmed, and = the pysians had done it delib- typical of many In inner 00 JOP O 8 Mtuation SYERQY red at the very most. And
stocks of powdered milk in . o010 as part of a huge ASSOCIATION citles, had been transformed "’[ "“""’T ¥y “’_“::"‘":1'“ yet as T.V. film clearly
London shops was depleted g;,tperiﬂ;em to test the by the efforts of it's own ©f the police, was bound to showed they took on, and
In days. Television debates effects of radiation on hu- In 1981, & Youth Associe- residents, People began to sparh”mmethlngh off, and it in many cases drove back
on whether or not such a .o beings. This is exactly tos wa Dimct by 8 wo. Move bock Ineo Brosdwstnr :Id;m Dzz:jrntm: I:‘r:i:;‘*" bl;‘:t_ a vastly superior number of
disaster could ocour. in this o the US, government man called Dolly Kiffen, f¢ Form. gained for as bricks, bottles, ot s

country proved to he acade-
mic, as clouds of pollution
salled on without regard 1o
international borders,

Those with a vested inter-
est in the nuclear industry,
instead of trying 1o play
down the disaster which
could have proved counter-
productive, instead tried to
deflect  possible  criticism
from themselves by suggest-
ing that such a disaster
could only occour in Comm-
unist Russia,

UNIQUE

In a bold move to try and
outflank anti-nuclear protes-
tors, they examined in great
detail, many of those fac-
tors connected with the
nuclear industry, which
people find most  disturbing
The obsessive secrecy, the
likelihood of human error,
lack of expertise in dealing
with disasters etc - but tried
to present these factors as
being somehow unigue to the
being something somehow
unique and characteristic of
the communist system, ra-
ther than a general problem
for the nuclear industry
world wide,

Having confined all of
the problems of the nuclear
industry to Russia, they then
went on to grossly exagerate
the size of the disaster,
suggesting early on that
thousands had died, that a
second reactor had exploded
nearby, and accused the
Russian suthorities of cover-
ing up the facts, All the
time, "experts" were contin-
ually on hand to reassure
viewers that of course our
puclear industry was differ-
ent, and it could never
happen here, which of course

avoids the uncomfortable
fact that to be a disaster
here it doesn't have to

happen here,

PROPAGANDA

The gist of all the propa-
ganda was that nuclear po-
wer  an't the  problem
COmmunism Is. You can

trust us, but you can't trust
them. [ronically through all
of this, we have learnt more
about the dangers of nuclear
power through Chernobyl,
than we ever did from the
scares that occured at the
British and U.S., nuclear
plants at  Sellafield and
three Mile Istand,

did in the pacific just after
the Second World War.

EXPLOSIONS
In 1947, the United Nati-

had no funding from the
council, and It's first premi-
ses was a derelict chip shop,
Before long it had establi-
shed a wide range of activi-
ties such as youth work and

: rdianshi iy,
o " Marshall Istande. to J] Providing meals for_pension-
the U.S, who in subsequent ers, and had also been in-

volved in the setting up of
co-operative  services for
the estate - a launderette,
a grocers and a hairdressers,

years exploded 66 hydrogen
and atomic bombs on them.

The first, exploded on the

Ist of March 1954 over Bi- It was also involved in the
kini Atoll, was a thousand designing and  building  of
times as powerful as the community centres, work-

bomb exploded at Hiroshima
the equivilant of 15 million

shops, offices and kitchens,

tons of TNT. The fall-our People  were  becoming
from it, fell like snow on more and more involved in
the Islands of Ronglead and the running of their own es-
Utirik, Children played in tate, The police were told
it for hours until their eyes

began to burn and they star-

ted to vomit., A few days
later, the Islanders were
evacuated to a U5, Navy

base, where they were rep-
orted as being well,

To this present day on ing to
Ronglead, only one child has

Dear Red Action

| am writ-
make what [ think
are o few necessary points

not been operated on for about Red Wedge, It is not
u thyroid tumour, A Utirik a fan club for Billy Bragg
Islander has described how Paul Weller OR Neil Kinnock

after the blast women star-
ted giving birth to creatures
"like cats and rats" and how

It is a long overdue initia-
tive by the Labour Party,
to  encourage young people

everyone started to become to take an interest in poli-
afflicted by tumours and tics, and to widen the scope
disease, of political activity.
Fals Red Wedge is built on
RADIO-ACTIVE ideas that were initiated in
campaigns like CND, Rock
- Agalnst Racism and the mi-
were” st oy mtrs [ e sk Tese campain
b b % . sed s like badge 5-
still  radioactive Island WO Sl Radgin, pe

ters, T shirts and bands to

after three years, and were gain publicity and support.

visited by teams of doctors,

who tested them for radia- Red Wedge expects to go
tion, but who never treated further than this, The initia-
them or explained to them tive should come from below

as much as from above, with
groups and Individuals using
Red Wedge, as a focus for
thelr ideas skills and enthus-

the causes of their (linesses.

The callous attitude of the
LLS, government towards
these people, can be judged

by the report of the Atomic S

Energy Commission, which If we are to reach more.

stated "The habitation of people, and challenge the

these people on this 1sland huge P.R. resources available
the Tories and their

will provide valuable ecologi- to
friends, we have to be ready
to use new methods of co
mmunication, We have to
realise that making a video
can be just as Important as
making 8 speech, that it is
just a valid to write a song

cal data on human beings.

When the US, relinguished
their  guardianship of the
Islands, Ronald Reagan per-
haps not suprisingly, deciined
to attend the hand-over cer-

HF‘I‘I:)#’IP}. .pre_-f-_.rmg m.n.lr_.-m.t or & blay. 88 it Is to write
to send a taped message s book or 8 newspeper srti-
which stated with stunning ole

hypocrisy "you will always

For too long, the language
of politics has tended to ali-

be family to us",

1 K | "Opagands 5
4 d.r-rs Ay~ \uvéguﬂ" class people, and too many
I\d::u \runh mslilu: e uun people on the left have been

quite happy to preach to the
converted and argue amongst
themselves, trying to be big

mind up as to who the real
savages are,

fish in & small pool, rather
than swim in the dangerous
waters of the open sea,
where they would probably
be ignored and swept aside.
(I do not include Red Action
in this catagory)

Using new methods of co-
mmunication, does not mean
that your ideas and princi-
pals have to be watered
down. You don't judge a
book by it's cover.

I wouldn't expect to find
much sympathy for the La-

¥ bour Party in Red Action,
s L F F B but like it or not, in the
next couple of years there

A VERY APT SCENE Fgg:'NSSNE OF THE MARSHALL Is going to be an election,

Last September, after the
shooting in Brixton of black
woman Mrs Cherry Groce
by police, Tottenham police
started a large stop and
search  operation, against
black people going in and
out of the estate, while
white drivers were waved
through, Many people had
the impression that they
being deliberately provoked
and wound up. Then on Oct-

ober the 2nd, without any
'ncident  having occured

the police were put on full
scale riot alert,

Floyd Jarret, a well
known leading member of
the Youth Association,

was

Throughthe post
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RED ACTION
PO BOX 158
HATFIELD

HERTS

and the Labour Party s the
only Parliamantary alterna-
tive to the Torles. It Is not
enough for people on the far
left to reluctantly support
them on the eve of an elec-
tion when it could be too
late.

Within Red Wedge, there
is a lot of criticism of Ki-
nnock and the kind of half
hearted politics that we saw
during the miner's strike,
It has deliberately kept it-
self independent of the La-
bour Party, being open to
anyone who sees the electi-
on of & Labour government
at the next election as ess-
ential,

Red Wedge aims to use
the full potential of all
socialists in order to beat
the Torles, Art, photography
fashion, theatre and music
are all at it's disposal, Ev-
eryone, from the smallest
band to the biggest pop star
has a part to play. Red
Wedge will take politics out
of the libraries and onto the
streets, Soclelism with @&
smile and a song. Can you
really argue with that 7

Richard Edwards
London

PS The first issue of the
Red Wedge fanzine "Well
Red" has just been published
It features Madness, The
Blow Monkeys, The Commu-
nards as well as various art-
icles on politics and music.

Available from 150 Walworth
Rd. London SE17 1T, TSp
including P+P,

with riot shields and sticks,

petrol bombs and even gun- Ag has been proved so often

fire rained down on them. throughout history, when the
The battle raged for ten oppressed people rise, their
hours, When it was over, 8 courage and  enthusiasm
policeman lay dead, and ynows no bounds. No wonder
preperations were in hand (he police were sick,

for the use of plastic bullets

as yet unused in Britain, The MILITANT

feeling of many people s

that the whole thing was Recently, the government

deliberately provoked by the
police, to give them an ex-

offered £500,000 for impro-
vements to the estate, Mon

cuse to come down heavy ey however, is not the main
on the people of an estate problem. It s the police,
which they hate, Today, the mood of the

Six days after the Incident people on the estate, is very

the number of police on  militant, Their message (s
standby in the area, was clear, When pushed they
9,165. Houses were raided will fight back, as they have
in the early morning, doors already proved,

Red Action pamphlet

We are
Red
Action

A _SHORT HISTORY OF RED
ACTION. WHERE D10 T
COME FROMJAND WHY ?

First published two years ago,
this pamphlet, although shghtly
oul of date now, still gives a good
nsight into the discussions and
events that lead 1o the formation
of Red Action, Available from the
hox number, price S0p inclusive of
postage and packing.
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SUPPORT
RED ACTION
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Red Action is an organisation founded by working class
people to work for the furthering of the cause of
Socialism. Membership is open to all who accept our
political principles and pay a weekly subscription. Every
member has an equal vote on all Red Action policy amd
decisions.

If you support our aims but do not wish to become 3
member, you can become a supporting member. This does
not entitle you tp vote, but you will receive:

1. A free subscription to the newspaper.

2. A regular internal newsletter that will keep you
informed of what is going on in the organisation.

3. Notification of any Red Action activities in your ares.
The cost for this is £10 for one year.
Subscriptions to the paper are still available separately.
cost is £3 pounds for ten issues. Please remember that

roducing a paper is a very uneconomic business and we
always very grateful for any donations, and especially

orateful 1o anyone who can take extra coples to sell.

PO box 158
Hatfield
Herts



NEWS

FROM
NOWHERE

B T e hom soments e
each chapter is prefaced by a quotation from

the writer admires, Those thus quoted include people such
as Disraeli and Walter Bagshot (who the hell is he) and also
the author of the shortest gquote in the book "Once in,
there is no out” Who Is he ? Al Capone,

in reply to a critical letter from two students, Tory
M.P. John Carlisle wrote "students such as yourselves are
nothing more than middle class parasites living off working
class tax payers," A bit cheeky really, coming from the
who is Vice President of the Federation of Conservative
Students,

An M.P. recently wrote "After showing a party of infants
aged five to eight around the House of Commons, I re-
cieved many charming letters, slmost all of which recorded
the most exciting moment of the visit, as seeing a dog
being sick in St james' Park." Out of the mouth of babes,

A new dog kennel for Nancy Reagan's King Charles span-
lal "Rex" is being fitted by an interior decorator who is in-
cluding @ parquet floor, a plaid covered dog bed and photos
of the Reagan family. Yep things are pretty tough all over,

cist groups called for sanctions against Nazi Germany in
protest at their treatment of the Jews, they were begged
to drop the ides, on the grounds that it was Jews who
would suffer the worst," Sounds familiar doesn't it.

e e

Regular readers of this column, will notice that it's name
has been changed from the previous "Flying Column". We
felt that we had little cholce in this matter as in recent
weeks "An Phoblacht/Republican News" the weekly news-
paper published by Sinn Fien, have started running a column
on their back page called.., yes you've guessed it. Mindful
of the fact that the name is originally dérived from the
IRA flying columns which used to operate against the British
forces in the 20s we have to concede that they are more
entitled to use it than us, and anyway who would have be-
lieved in future that we thought of it first, And so we gra-
clously withdraw, But never let it be again said, that the
Republican movement can't learn anything from the British
left,

PS There's no arguments sbout this name. We've definitly
picked it. From a bookshop in Liverpool

THE YOUNG SWEEPS

It is a well known fact, that many of the present Tory
government, including Margaret Thatcher and many of her
senior cabinet ministers, look back with great fondness and
admiration on the Victorian era of British history., However
it is not only for the sake of nostalgia that they look back
on these times, They also take from it ideologies which they
use to guide them in their approach to the workings of mo-
dern day society, Of these ideclogies, the one in which they
invest perhaps the most faith, is that of the "Free Market
Economy™
Many other young sweeps

‘his w . e the-
TIAS . 0 Gt (seven was the average age,

exploitation of an economi-
cally vulnerable workforce,
forbldden by law to organise
(trade unions were [legal
then) bad working practices
inevitably drove out the good

The reaction of Parliament
to the appalling evidence of
it's own committee is instru-
ctive, M.P.s the press, polit-
ical economists sll  argued

ory, worked out by early | that the system of the "fFree
ecz’nomlsts. most © notably :::u:::‘::'?‘ :Ite::l&cl:;e‘;m cﬁ‘ Market"permitted no leeway,
Adam Smith and David Ric sers due to the prolonged Commercial prosperity de-
ardo, Basically what it $ay5 conract with the soot. Boys Pended absolutely on  the
is that for the capitalist were encouraged to climp MeXimum  exploitation of
system to work most effect- by lighting fires beneath avullablg labour, ““f were
ively, it must be totally free ham and the insertion of this delicate “balance” inter-

from any sort of state inter-

pins into their feet. It is not
ference in terms of wage

or employment legislation.
In this way it is argued, the
market will find it's true
level of balance between
employers  and  employees,
It is worth looking back to
see the effect that these
i“eas had at the time of
their inception, to give us
some fdea of the sort of
relationship between employ-
ers and employees which
present day Torles look for

SWEEPS

Probably the most famous
form of child labour from
the Victorian era, and the
one which allows us to see
most clearly the twisted log-
¢ behind the "Free Market"
economy, was the profession
of chimney sweep,

In the nature of the trade
only the smallest and there-
fore the youngest of children
could be used. Parents were
naturally reluctant to app-
rentice their children to such
a notorious business, so for
a time children were import-
ed from Italy, However this
was expensive, and the mas-
ter sweeps hit on the solu-
tion of the pauper children
in the parish workhouse.

A man called Jonas Han-
way, studied a number of
case histories,

One subject, started at
the usual age of five, had
grown during his apprentice-
ship to a height of three
feet seven inches, Childrens
hones being pliable at that
age and subject to deformi-
ties, his legs had been twist-
ed into @ permanent "S§"
shape, This particuler lad
was also blind,

generally realised that one
of the principal functions
of the sweeps, was the putt-
ing out of actual (fires,
Roasted boys was the result,
One such boy, according to
& parliamentary report "being
dug out after he had failed
to appear, was found to have

scraped the skin off of his
knees and elbows clear to
the bone in his unavalling
efforts to escape."

By the the 1800s flexible
rods and brooms were avai-
lable, which were capable
of cleaning all but one
chimney in @ hundred, But
master sweeps refused to
use them, finding the pauper
children cheaper.

Such a horrible trade, even-
tually attracted the

sttention of a parllamentary
commission - in 1917 - at
which the master sweeps ar-
gued that the boys were
rendered useful by the em-
ployment, were well cared
for, and defended the use
of four and five year olds
on the grounds that older
children were oo large and
their bones were not pliable
enough to be deformed as
the trade required,

EVIDENCE

More scrupulous  masters,
said that they were f(orced
to practice the barbarities
of the unscrupulous left to
their own devices by the or-
thodoxy of the "Free Mark-
et" or else be forced owt
of business themselves,

Mill-owners of the time said

exactly the same thing,
Where organised employers
were allowed  unrestricted

fered with by legislation, na-
tional  bankruptcy  would
result,

CONSCIENCE

Ricardo announced that
the bill which attempted to
raise the age of apprentice-
ship to 14 could not be su-
pported, and the House of
Commons, where he was an
M.P. nodded wisely, Other
M.I.s versed in political
economy, defended the invio-
bility of the principle of "free
labour™ arguing that a dan-
gerous precedent:  would be
set, If masters were not all-
owed to buy children and
force them up chimneys,

The same M.P. also added
that gych children were often
"the children of rich men,
begotten in  &n  improper
manner, and in suffering for
their father's sing could be
no affront to a Christian
conscience.” The sweeps that
he had seen he added, had
been "cheerfull enough.”

LAWS

The Lord Chiel Justice,
Lord Ellenbrough, said that
as any citizen already had
a remedy against abuse in
common law, no new law
was necessary, while the
Bill's main opponent Lord
Lauderdale said simply that
the matters that the Bill
addressed itsell to, were
best left to “the moral feel-
ings of perhaps the most
moral people in the world"
and claimed that "Charity
and benevolence" would be
extinguished by the imple-
mentation of humanitarian
laws,

Eventually in 1918, the
Bill was passed in the Co-
mmons with the proviso

that certain types of large
country houses - ie the sort
that M.P.s themselves owned
would be exempt. Alarmed
at this, master sweeps lobb-
jed the House of Lords
stressing the danger to pro-
perty from fire, which would
exist if the child sweep
could no longer be employed
Insurance companies were
also  brought in, to assure
their Lordships of increased
premiums, it little children
were no  longer allowed to
be forced up the chimneys
of their mansions, They
voted the Bill down by 32
to 12

STANDARDS

Such were the standards
of the age to which Marga

ret Thatcher and so many
of her associates look upon
with  such affection, and
such are the realities of the

effects of the "Free market"
economy In which they ex-
press so much faith,

Today of course the ruling
classes are a lot more cauti-

ous about what they say,
st least in public, but there
are still plemty of echoes

of today to those of yester-
vear.

The reality today is the
same as it slways was, The
freedom of the employer in
a "Free Market" economy
means in practice, nothing
more then the freedom of
the most unscrupulous, to
exploit as far as is possible
the weakest and most wvul-
nerable, That is the real
face of Toryism, Behind the
smokescreen of posh manners
and education, lay "the stan-
dards and morals, of the
worst sort of characters in
a Charles Dickens novel,

4 ollowing are a list of quota-
tions made in recent weeks by prominent personalities from
the world of sport politics and royalty, followed by a list
of names. All you have to do is sort out who said what,
and send off your answers, and tell us in not more than
twenty words, why you think that Red Action sre the orga-
nisatlon most historicelly suited to implement the Marxist

theory of the Democratic Dictatorship of the t.
The winner will recieve the opportunityto treat the Red
Action editorial board to a day out on the piss,

"l will not come out and condemn apartheid in South
Africa."

"The Lasbour Party is more socialist than any other socia-
list party In Europe.”

"They met at polo, where everyone meets,"
"To the emotion charged atmosphere in which the sanc-

tions argument rages, the British Prime Minister brings the
volce or reason,"

"Such a pity, just as the darling blackamores were begin-
ing to like it.,"

Now here's the list. All you have to do is put them in the
correct order, 1 Zola Budd, 2 Margaret Thatcher, 3 Sarah
Ferguson's mother, 4 The South African state radio station
5 The Queen Mother, commenting on the possible break up
of the Commonwealth over the sanctions row.

WE ARE
RED ACTION

d ihe ending of the caphialia siviem of

MEMCTALINM: A socialini vaciety will be war thal millions of praple ol be lovahed i sBoping.
Therefare a0 sor gronp of peophe 26 sy ranctl) what Imt sucvets will Be like Mowsver. ibeie sre
(erinid fratures ihal sould bave (0 Be prewnt e wciets . Before sr wouhl rossder giving op the
wrugplr lul socighive

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION: Only this will coente 8 bavis
wheredy e whale of sockeiy con collectively Sevide

FRELDOM AND EQUALITY. AN ol thorw thot coniribuie (0 8 socinlist society will ceceive eymal
rewned aadl cajoy Tighis, irrespective of colows, race, sen of croed. All of sociely s faciiities —
koo, cdurslion, @edical, e will be squally .

maradily —bomowsuality . sbortioa, dvorc, sic - will be lefi (o individusl choice snd fres from
sinie lnterforence Thave will be (revdom of workip lor o roligioms, but 39 church will be sllowed
10 bnierfres in stnte motiors.
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