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BIG VICTORIES FOR AMERICA’S FREEDOM-FIGHTERS

By Our New York Correspondent

HE corrent session of the United States Supreme

Court has put a powerful jegal and moral weapon

in the hands of those who oeppose a police state in
America,

In exonerating John Watkins, u union official con-
victed of contempt of Congress. the Supreme Court
dealt a blow (v Congressional “investigating” commit-
ses which have been a spearhead of the witch-hunt.

Watkins had been earmarked for peison lor refusing (o
give the House Un-American Activities Commillee the names
af people whom he knew o be members of the Communist
Party.

Ruling in his favour, the Court declared that Congressional
committees do not have the power “ta expose for the sake ol
SRposure’.

The Supreme Courl also staked out significant new limils
on the thought-control Smith Act. Under this law. eighteen
ers of the Tromskyist Socizlist Workers' Party were con-
victed in 1941 on the trumped-up charge of advocating Tor-
cible overthrow' of the government.

A witch-hunt precedent

This conviction was the precedent used by the government
during the last ten years of the cold war to convict over a
%endred leading Communisl Party members.

in a reaflirmation of the right of free inquiry in the schools.
she Court also reversed the conviction of the socialist editor
and writer Paul Sweezy.

He had been hauled before a New Hampshire stale inqui-
sitomial commiftee and convicted for refusing 1o answer ques-
5 about his political associations. The committee had
acted after Sweezy had delivered lectures at a college in the
state,

Last month the Supreme Court struck at the FBI's use of
afessional informers and ils practice of refusing its victims
apportunity to confront witnesses and examine ‘evidence’
its possession.

The Court's ruling freed Clinton Jencks, a union organizer
convicted for allegedly filing a false “non-commumist” afidavit,
Such aflidavits are required by the union-curbing Taft-Hart-
=v law)

A debt of gratitude

The witch-hunters are not taking these decisions lving down.
Lzzislation has already been introduced by both leading Re-
=licans and Democrats to ‘protect the files” of the FBL
moves clearly indicate that the wilch-hunt that has
ated this country for the past decade is far from over.
zriheless the Supreme Court decisions represent substan-
obstacles to the police-state trend.

For this the American working people—the prime bene-
ficiaries of any sethack to the police-staters—owe a big
deht of gratitude (o the working people throughout the rest
of the world.

Far in rendering its decisions. the Supreme Courl had in
wnd the need to rehabilitate to some extent the standing of
TS imperialism among the anti-capitalist. pro-democratic
snd socialist workers abroad.

in this respect the Court decisions on civil liberties parallel
(Continued on back page)
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We cut our price

1
|
After careful consideration of the fnancial
position of The Newsletter it has been found
possible to reduce the subscription to 9s. for
twelve issues, post free.
This reduction will take effect from issue no.

‘ 13. Subsecribers who have already paid for more

than twelve issues wili have their subscriptions
] extended accordingly.

If tize circulilion of The Newsletter continues
to expand at the present rate, it may be found
possible, despite rising costs, to make a farther
reduction in the subscription.

Readers are therefore asked not only (o renew
their ocwn subscripiions promptly, bul (o suogest
namies and addresses of poteniial new subscribers.

| (The First Three Months: overleaf)

KADAR REGIME CENSORS BEETHOVEN

According o the Hungarian opera manager Gyula Kertesz,
the Kadar régime is to censor Beethoven's epera Fidelio.

Because the opera expresses a passionate prolest against
arbitrary imprisonment it inspired popular demonstrations
when it was performed recently in the town of Szeged.

Kertesz said that in future ‘the real historical background
of the opera’ would be explained. “Tn addition we shall change
a few scenes,” he said.

SAYING OF THE WEEK

‘Joseph Kovago. quated in the UN Report as “the Mavor
of Budapest”. T now find was not appointed by any known
body with any legal authority whatever' —W. Wainwright,
\\Orld News, ILI[\. 13.

[Gad, Sir. damned irregular: didn’t something of the same
sort happen in Paris 86 years ago?]

ONE THAT SLIPPED THROUGH

MEETINGS

FRI., JULY 12, at 8. Bromley Library. Bromley Branch C.P.
mwll;. all Party rm.mbers to discuss—A Democratic Commun-
ist arty.

(Daily Worker, July 10)
NOTICE
THE MEETING announced to take place at Bromley Library
tonight has been cancelled.
(Daily Worker, July 12)

WHERE IS THAT ‘DISCUSSION JOURNAL®?

WHAT has happened to the “discussion journal’ which
King Street promised to Communist Party members on

the eve of the Hammersmith Congress?
Marxist Quarterly was closed down, it will be recalled. on
the pretext of making way for this new journal. Is il ever
(Continued overleaf, col. 2}
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COMMENTARY

THE FIRST THREE MONTHS

NE of the least endearing features of many news-

papers nowadays is a kind of shricking self-con-

sciousness, an editorial egotism that is forever
drawing attention to “your’ paper’s uniqueness or com-
mon touch, wisdom or cleverness. reclitude or lubricily.
“We' have two front pages, or are read by the “top’
people, or employ twelve men on a story where one
would do, or serve up more salacious revelations than
our rivals. or detect and shame evil-doers, or mend
Hearls and marriages. or receive royal greetings on our
round-number issues. The malady is due to the des-
perate battle for circulation, for very existence even.
now in progress in Fleet Street. If this commentary is
devoted to THE NEWSLEITER it is not because we have
caught this discase, but because the time has come,
this being the last issue but one that original subscrib-
ers will receive, to thank readers for the support they
have given to a new and struggling venture, and to ask
that subscriptions be renewed promptly.

THE NEWSLETTER could scarcely have been launched
al a less propitious time. The death of Picrure Post
and the crises at the Duily Herdld and the News
Chronicle show what straits the newspaper industry is
in. And there were some who said that there wers 0
many new socialist journals springing up that a weekly
of this kind was neither necessury nor viable.

Yes, THE NEWSLETTER was a gamble. It was sturted
without capital. without stalf, without an office, with-
out a tvpewriter. without a telephone. without so much
as a filing cabinet or u packet of paper-clips. Its motive
power has been the belief that socialists needed an in-
dependent source of the kind of intelligence other
papers tend to suppress or distort: the determination
that not all the journalistic know-how that the Daily
Worker shed through its betrayal of communist prin-
ciples should be lost to the working-class movement:
and the enthusiasm and energy of voluntary corres-
pondents. The gamble came off. THE NEWSLETIER is a
madest success. journalistically and financially. Tt has
improved in both appearance and content. Though it
makes no profit it is paying its way—hence the reduc-
tion in the subscription rate announced in this issue.
Not counting postage, which cannot be cut, this is a
reduction of twelve and a half per cent.

*

AT sevenpence per copy plus postage THE NEws-

LETTER is not dear. It is a matter of pride that
whereas four pages u week were promised, there have
never yet been fewer than six. (Though while the
Editor is on heliday. returning one day each week to
assemble the paper. there will have to be two four-
page issues.) It is a matter of pride that practically all
the many letters we have received have praised this
venture, and that many have enclosed donations. With
these donations the basic equipment of a weekly news-
service is being assembled. so that in the next three
months THE NEWSLETTER can improve still further its
service to socialists.
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‘DISCUSSION JOURNAL® (Continued from front page)

going to appear? Who is being consulted aboul its form and
content? Who is to edit it?

If this journal ever comes out. will it suffer the same fate
2s the parly monthly Discussion (1Y36-38)7

This began promisingly enough. but soon showed signs of
strangulation, ceased to live up to its name. and eventually
became a journal in which a few leaders pontificated while
the rank and file merely “described their experiences in carry-
ing out party policy’.

COMRADES, STAY AWAY FROM HIS DOOR

By 17 votes to none Hyde Park (leeds) branch of the
Comumiunist Party agreed to send its secretary and chairman
0 see Jim Roche. who fecently resigned from the party after
27 years” membership, to ask him to rejoin.

A few davs later the arca commiltee instructed the branch
that while members might visit Jim Roche as individuals,
there must be no official delegation to him.

KREEP LEFT KEPT RALLY FROMN FLOPPING
. By Peter Gibson

THE rally that was most unlike a rally: no banners, no
singing or slogans. no flags or posters. five speakers
end no enthusiasm. That was last Saturday alternoon
in Hyde Park at the Labour Youth Section Rallv.

The Ministry of Works banned the display of banners and
flags. and the sale or distribution of papers. One member of
Leeds vouth section had his nume taken by a Police superin-
tendent for selling copies of the rank-and-file youth paper
Keep Left.

The only signs of feeling aroused among the SO0 yvoung
people there were when the Hon, Anthony Wedgwood Benn,
Labour M.P. for Bristol. S.E,, promised to protest in the
House of Commons at the ban on banners, and when the
general secretary of the Swedish socialist youth declared:
“The Welfare State is all very well. but enly the complete
contral of the means of production and distribution could
win the fight against capilalism!’

When a contingent of about fortv German socialist vouth
filed into the rally (the Police had stopped them marching in
with their flags) they were ignored by the chairman, National
Executive member George Brinham. who carried on speaking
without a word of welcome to them.

By contrast to the flatness of the rally, the social organized
in the evening by Keep Leflt was packed with hundreds of
voung people from all over Britain and Sweden, dancing. sing-
g militant songs and discussing the future of socialist youth.

SOME EVENTS OF THE WEEK

HUNGARY: Seven death sentences for the murder of police
during the Revolution were upheld, seven commuied to
imprisonment. by the Supreme Court.

USA: A Federal Judge denounced as ‘intolerable’ the prac-
tice in Congressional investigations of asking witnesses
about the political associations of their old friends.

USSR: Marshal Zhukov told a Leningrad audience that Molo-
tov, Kaganovich and Malenkov were ‘monstrosities within
the pracsidium of our party’. had committed (unspecified)
illegal acts.

FRANCE: Mr. Chaker, a Tunisian lawyer and director of the
political burcau of the Neo-Destour. was arrested at Orly
airport on arrival from Tunis, charged before a military
court with plotting against State security.

SOUTH AFRICA: A total of 892 African women are to
appear at a magistrates’ court in the Transvaal on charges
arising from a public demonsiration against the extension
of pass laws to women: police had charged the women de-
monstrators with truncheons.

BULGARITA: Georgi Chankov, deputy prime minister, Dobri
Terpechev, Minister of Labour (said to be pro-Tito) and
Yonko Panov (regarded as anti-Stalinist) were expelled
from the Central Committee of the Communist Party, and

Chankov from the Politburo, for anti-party activity’. |
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The Big Monopolies Need not Tremble

Two long-awaited Labour Party policy statements are published this week, on ‘Industry and Society” and on ‘Public
Enterprise’, The first discusses Labour’s policy on future nationulization; the second the past and future of those indus-
tries already nationalized. The pamphlets are analyzed here by Labour Party member GEORGE CUNVIN.

ATIONALIZATION has always been a prominent

N feature ol Labour’s policy. The Constitution adopted
in 1918 clearly states that it is the Labour Pariy’s
purpose:

“To secure for the workers by hand or by brain the full
fruits of their industry and the most equitable distribution
thereof that may be possible, upon the basis of the common
ownership of the means of production, distribution and ex-
change and the best obtainable system of popular adminis-
tration and control of each industry or service.

Clear enough! One is grateful to the party for recalling this
clause in its introduction to the new policy pamphlet “Industry
and Society—Labour’s Policy on Future Social Ownership’.

CLARITY IS LACKING. But alas. the policy as it eme
completely lacks the simplicity and clarity of purpose of
clause in the Constitutian.

If this document is accepted in its present form the next
Labour Government will be committed to nothing in the way
of nationalization—apart from a definite undertaking on pub-
lic ownership of the steel and long-distance road haulage in-
dustries, which were depationalized by the Tories.

‘Bevond that,” says the policy statement. ‘we reserve the
right o extend public ownership in any industry or part of
industry which, after thorough inquiry, is found to be seri-
ously failing the nation.

“This will not necessarily mean taking over an entire in-
dustry Tt may be that the solution will Tie in the acquisition
for the commiinity of one or a number of firms. . .

But it might not even mean that. Tt is also suggested that
the Government might acquire shares in various companies
—paving the full market price. of course.

One can imagine the Stock Exchange bears hugaing them-
selves with glee as the news that the State broker is on the job
sends the price of shares soaring.

BIG MONOPOLIES SAFE. The great monopoly enter-
prises, such as Unilevers and 1CIL. whose development into
giant corporations the pamphlet traces so eloguently, appear
fo be sale from nationalization.

“The grest majorily . . . are serving the nation well” we
are told.

All that the next Labour Government will demand of these
enterprises which form the very pinnacle of capitalist econo-
mic and social power, is that “the community is entitled to
satisfv itself that these independent boards act in conformity
with the needs and interests of the nation’.

In fact inefficiency will become the main criterion of whe-
ther @ firm is lo be taken over by the State or not. As there
is a repeated promise of *full and fair compensation’ many a
potential bankrupt will be saved from Carey Street by this
form of State intervention.

And by what possible interpretation can it be said that
State intervention in capitalist enterprise is a means of secur-
ing for the warkers “the full fruits of their industry™?

Or does the presence of a retired trade union official in the
board room ensure ‘the best obtlainable system of popular
administration and control?

EASY TO SELL BACK. One more question. If it was so
casy for a Tory Government to denationalize iron and steel
and road haulage. how much casier is it going to be for a
future Tory Government simply to dispose of its holdings by
offering them for sale?

The capitalists who gained from the rise in the price of
shares when the Lahour Government bought them will now
reap the benefit of the fall in price as the Tory Government
release them for sale!

It is significan! that the policy pamphlet “Public Enterprise’
lias nol received f{rom the national Press anvthing like the
publicity accorded its companion pamphlet “Industry and
Society”.

s

2
that

Tt is of course one of the functions of the capitalist Press to
suppress any news of successes in the nationalized sector ol
the economy—uwhereas the proposals outlined in “Industry and
Society” carry little threat to capitalism.

The review of what has been achieved by even the limited
nationalizations carried out by the Labour Government, and
despite the enormous overheads in the form of compensation
payments, makes impressive reading.

Production of coal has increased from 190 million tons in
1946 ta 222 million tons in 1956, Output per coal face worker
has gone up from 2% tons per shift in 1946 Lo 3! tons in
1956—an all-time record for Britain and the highesl in Europe.

THE MINERS” POWER. Collieries have been reconstructed
and modernized, a scientific department with two research
establishments has been set up, the mines have been made
safer. health and welfare services have been transformed.

The power of the miiners’ union has ensured that a pro-
portion of the increased wealth produced by their labours has
gone to the miners. Instead of being one of the poorest-paid
sections of the British working class thev are now well in the
van.,

Since the nationalization of the electricity supply industry
in 1948 the number of consumers has increased by nearly one
third: new generating plant of over 14.500.000 horsepower
(an increase of nearly 100 per cent) has been provided: more
than 102,000 farms have been supplied with electricity for the
first time.

Gas-making capacity has been increased by a fifth, and
thermal efficiency is up from 71 to 76 per cent, with a saving
ol two million tons of coal a year,

The main object of the 1947 Transport Act was lo co-
ordinate road and rail transport. The Tories sabotaged this
by returning the more profilable road wansport units to “pri-
vate enterprise’.

Despite this the nationalized railways can chalk up sub-
stantial advances. Improved use of locomotives and of their
crews increased the net ton-miles per engine from 520 in 1947
to 638 in 1936, Average wagon load rose by 18 per cent.

Road haulage, iron and steel, civil aviation—all tell the
same story. Even with the limitations imposed on il by a capi-
talist environment, nationalization has brought about in-
creased productivity and. compared with capitalist enterprises.
has kept down costs.

NOGT YET SOCIALISM. Yet nationalization as conceived
bv the Labour Government is still far from the socialist
sociely conceived of by the pioneers.

The workers™ relationship with the boards remains that of
labour and capital. This pamphlet makes no proposals for al-
tering this relationship. All that is proposed is a development
of the joint consultative machinery.

But it is emphasized that ‘joint consultation is advisory in
purpose and spirit: final decisions rest with management’.

While there is much to criticize in this pamphlet—especi-
ally the proposed future policies for the already nationalized
industries—the first section is a damning indictment of the
fainthearts who have abandoned Labour’s traditional stand
on nationalization for the policies advocated in “Industry and
Society’.

LANCASHIRE LABOUR ON THE MARCH

Wigan Trades and Labour Council is sefding a resolution
for inclusion on the agenda of the Annuzl Conference of the
1abour Party asking that the National Execcutive reconstitute
the Labour League of Youth on a national basis and call a
national conlerence of the Labour vouth sections.

Salford City Labour Party’s resolution to this vear’s An-
nual Conference demands that the next Labour Government
repeal the Rent Act pending the imiplementation of Labour’s
policy of the municipalization of housing.
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WHAT THE AMERICAN DAILY WORKER SAID

(This 5 a reprint of the article by Joseph Clark, *The
Latest Shakeup in the Soviet Union’, published in the
New York Daily Worker on July 12.)

Four years and four months ago I stood in Moscow's
Red Square and watched a group of short, stocky men
ascend the marble tomb freshly engraved—LENIN-

STALIN,
Nikita Khrushchev then introduced the three speakers at

Stalin’s funeral meeting. They were Georgi Malenkov, Lav-
renti Beria and Vyacheslav Molotov.

These three had been closest to Stalin. All have been swept
aside. Beria went by way of execution aflter a secret trial.
Malenkov and Molotov were removed in the latest shakeup of
the Soviet Communist Party’s leadership. Ousted with them
was Stalin’s old co-worker. Lazar Kaganovich.

The direction in which Soviet socieéty must move was al-
ready indicated by the speeches of Malenkov and Beria at
Stalin’s funeral. This basic trend was more clearly illuminated
by the recent Soviet Partv changes.

It would be unfortunate if that basic trend were obscured

by the methods being used by the Soviet leaders to fight
against Stalinism.

*

At issue in the inner-party struggle. according to the Cen-
trel Committee’s resolution. were the following points:

1] Relaxing international tensions and opposition to the
policy of “tightening the screws’ in East-Wesl relations.

2) Democratization and climinating the miscarriages of law
and justice.

3) Drastically improving living standards. consumer goods
praduction and housing.

4] Decentralizing economic and political controls and en-
hancing the rights of the various national republics in opposi-
tion to the violations of national equality.

. s noted before, the essence of these issies was also stressed
in the Malenkov and Beria funeral orations when Stalin dicd.

CAside from what this may show aboul the inner-party con-
fitcts the main Jesson of the post-Stalin era seems to be that
democracy. equality and rising living standards. along with
peacelul co-existence. are the only conditions under which a
socialist economy can develop. Stalinism was death to social-
ism on all four counts above.

Even so conservative a foe of socialism as Winston Chur-
chill has discerned the major direction of Soviel policy—ta-
wards achieving lasting peace. S

*

Therefore it would be most unfortunate if the special de-
monology which says Malenkov was a loe of peaceful co-
cxistence would hide the vital conflict over forcign policy
which went on ever since Stalin died.

And it would be too bad if one had to accept the conclusion
that Kaganovich never did know how to run a railroad in
order 1o understand the conflict over the relationship of heavy
industry. agriculture @nd living standards.

There was unquestionably an issue of policy behind every
conflict in the Soviet party leadership.

But this doesn’t mean there wasn’t also jockeying for
feadership and power.

The account published in the Italian Communist newspaper
Unita showed what a close struggle (six 1o five) there was in
the praesidium,

The lack of basic democratic procedure in the Soviet Com-
raunist Parly, which still persists, makes it possible to hurl
accusations while the people don’t hear both sides of the
argumeani.

For example, Malenkov is accused of joining Molotov, to
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oppose co-existence policies and the improvement of Soviet
living conditions. Maybe so. But Malenkov as premier spon-
sored moves which greatly eased world tensions. and he was
the author of the programme emphasizing consumer goods
production. In fact. he was fired as premier in 1955 for that
emphasis.

Perhaps later Malenkov changed his views and adopted
Molotov's, That’s always possible. Indeed he had changed in
the few days since Stalin died, from supporting Stalinism to
his later statement of post-Stalin policies.

But if he was guilty as charged by the recent resolution the
Soviet peaple were entitled to evidence and a statement from
both sides. They were never given the benefit of public debate.

The struggle was battled up in the praesidium and in the
Party’s Central Committee. If anvthing, the methods used in
the struggle against Stalinism shows that it will still take con-
siderable time before democratic controls and procedures and
direct working-class rule in all phases of Soviet life are estab-
lished.

*

But the statement of the issucs shows the trend, And the
fact that the Central Commitiee debated the issue is a far cry
from the days when Stalin alone made decisions.

In this regard the studies of Isaac Deutscher on the Soviet
Union have received startling confirmation once again. As far
back as 11 vears ago. in his biography of Stalin. Deutscher
showed that the forces unleashed by the industrialization of
Russia under Stalin would ultimately lead 1o the downfall of
Stalinism.

Very few of the top figures who worked directly with Stalin
are left in Soviet leadership. Most are out,

It is fatuous to think that those ousted were not responsible
for some of the achicvements during the Stalin era as well us
for the crimes.

It would be just as fatuous to think that Khrushcheyv, Miko-
van, Bulganin and Voroshilov. remaining collaborators of
Stalin, were also not responsible for the Leningrad frame-up
and the repressions of the 30°s, for which they now blame
Molotov. Malenkov and Kaganovich.

Meanwhile, it is progress that the worst aspect of Stalinismn
is not being repeated—those defeated in political struggle
have not been executed or exiled.

KAGANQVICH PREFERRED STEAM

Lenin once said that communism meant the Soviel system
plus universal electrification. It seems that Lazar Kaganovich
was no enthusiast for either element.

In association with Stalin and Molotoy he helped put an
end to Soviet democracy. According to the head of the Sverd-
lovsk (Urals) Railway (Pravda. July 9). he obsiructed the
clectrification of main lines. concentrating instead on the
further development of steam traction: clecirification began
to go ahead on a big scale only after the Twentieth Congress.

SIX MONTHS JAIL FOR SIX JOURNALISTS

Six journalists on two French Trotskvist papers have been
sentenced to six months” imprisonment for writing articles
against the war in Algeria.

This is the first time that French journalisis have been sent
to prison solely for articles published by them,

Those sentenced are Gerard Bloch. S, Just. Pierre Lambert
and D. Renard. of La Veérité. and Pierre Frank and T. Privas.
of La Vérité des Travailleurs.

JOINT SOVIET-YUGOSLAV FILM COMING

A film is 1o be made jointly by Soviet and Yugoslav studios
about Oleko Dundich. a Serbian hero of the Russian Civil
War.

Dundich served in the Austro-Hungarian army in the 1914
war. and was in a prison camp in Russian at the time of the
October Revolution.

He commanded an ‘international brigade’ which formed
part of Budyonny's First Cavalry Army.
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1 Two SONS AND TWO FATHERS

MarTiN DaniELs, aged sixteen, lived with his unem-
ploved docker father in a South Philadelphia slum.

Martin's father had a long record of arresis for burglary
and assault and often beat his six children.

Two weeks ago Martin's father took his boy's tumbledown
car and forty dollars housekeeping money and went off on a
drinking bout with a woman,

Martin and his mother found them in a bar and demanded
the money.

‘1 don't have a cent left. We were over in Jersey and we
had a good time.” was the renly.

- & = =

2 WHAT THE USA DIDN'T SHOW IN CEYLON

By Theodore Kovalesky
Niw YORK

AN old copy of the New York Times has finally in-
formed me that last May the United States Information
Agency opened up an exhibit in Colombo. Ceylon.
called ‘People’s Capitalism’.

The star of the exhibit. says the Times, is one Ed Barnes.
4 Se.000-a-year US Steel millwright from Pennsylvania. who
represents the American workers, or at Jeast the American
stez] workers.

The reason for the name. “People’s Capitalism’, is that the
Asian people are interested in terms like “people’s democra-
cles”. "peaple’s government’, ‘democratic socialism’, ete,

‘People’s capitalism’ is Wall Street’s name for Almerican
irnperialism, and the USIA blandly states that in the United
States, -almost evervbody becomes a capitalist” of some Kind.

The exhihit shows Ed Barnes at work and home in his nice
little place with his family. Mrs, Barnes has all the modern
appliances to make housework easy.

The neat. well-furnished living room is reproduced, and
visitors can even sit on the furniture. In addition there are
pictures and charts and films showing that life can be beauti-
ful in the good old LUISA.

The exhibitors’ lovable modesty

With lovable modesty they go so far as to admit that all is
not perfect here: but they imply that this is a temporary
siiuation soon to be remedied.

For instance. one poster confesses that "No economic system
is perfect, but in a really free society faults cannot be hidden’,
and shows a slum along with the housing project which was
tuilt to replace it.

Now T've worked in factories for a good many vears. and
T've gotten to know a lat of peaple. What strikes me as odd
is that all the guys Ive worked with have been the exceptions
to the rule.

Not a one of them has ever become a capitalist in any form
whatever—unless the exhibit referred lo-the fellow who sold
sambers up and down the furnace line, or the guy in the
achine shop who used to book horses when the foreman
was out of the department.

Apart from these two, the American workers T have Knewn
have all been the farthest thing from capitalists that you've
SVEr SOCTL

And I've had a little expeérience in slum clearance too. A
friend of mine lived in a terrible rat-hole. The only reason
voe couldn’t call it a firetrap was that it was so damp it praob-
zbiv wouldn't burn. He paid S75 a month rent.

But. as they say. in this country “faults cannot be hidden’.

fust in passing I can’t help wondering how you could hide
= slum in any kind of society!)

So one day & man came around and informed my friend
“hzt he and his family would have to get out. The neighbour-
~ood was a slom. IL was condemned and would be torn down
and replaced by a fine new housing project,

9

‘I cant stand this any more.” said Martin. He told his
fourteen-vear-old friend Raymond Edwards: ‘T'm fed up with
him, I'm going to get a gun.

Martin borrowed a hunting rifle. Raymond did the shoot-
ing—he held a marksmanship medal. Al twenty yards he shot
Martin's father in the chest and killed him.

When police asked Raymond why he fired the rifle he an-
swered: ‘Because Martin asked me to.” Then he said: 'T had
the urge to kill, Had he ever had the urge before? 1 don't
know.’

Then the police discovered that two years ago. for shooting
a man to death during an attempted robbery. Raymond’s
father had been put to death in the electric chair.

€ ® = L

Now my friend is no enemy of progress, and he was all for
slum clearance. But he and his family had picked up the
Jamnedest habit of living indoors.

The habit was so deeplv ingrained that they could not even
sleep out on the ground for the brief year or so that it would
take 1o raze the neighbourhood and erect the project.

So he moved with his family into another slum where he
was Jucky enough to find another damp rat-hole for S75. It
was a little smaller, but then the whole neighbourhood was
more crowded. since his neighbours all had to find new places
to live, too.

The rent of rat-holes

Finally the new project was finished. My friend went
around to look at it but found the rents ranged from $85 to
343 a month. so he couldn’t afford it.

He's still in favour of progress, but he hopes the city doesn’t
decide to clear out the slum he lives in now, The next rat-hole
might cost more than §75 a month.

Of course the New York Times didn’t have space to report
the exhibit in each and every dewil. But | think I'd almost he
willing to make a small bet that the exhibit did not deal with
this aspect of slum clearance.

And T can't help suspecting that the picture they gave of the
American steel worker may have been just a little incomplete.
_ Therefore. as a public service, I should like 1o propose that
in the interest of clarity the United States Information
vgency add a few more items 10 the exhibit:

(A) I know another steel worker named Barnes—nol Ed,
Reuben. We call him Ruby. He's a Negro, and he's not a
niillwright. He's a labourer.

Not all Negroes in the steel plant have bad jobs; but most
of the good jobs belong to white men. Ruby doesn’t earn
S6.000 a vear. He camns Jess than 54.000. and that’s hefore
taxes. In order 1o take home $6.000. it takes him almest two
years,

Since there are so many more labourers than millwrights,
and since most sleel workers earn a wage more like Ruby’s
than Ed’s. isn’t it funny that the USIA used Ed as an example
instead of Ruby?

The old man’s jacket

(B) The Old Man's jacket would make a good exhibit. In
fact it was one. We had it hanging up for months on Number
Five Blast Furnace after we pulled it off the Old Man the
night the tapping hole blew out on him,

Tt was half burnt vup, and it looked as though a load of
buckshot had gone through the back.

We didn't mean to display it. Somebody just hung it up,
and nobody thought to take it down, Finally it disappeared.

Probably the Old Man threw it away when he came back to
work about three months later. But if 1t turns up, we'd be glad
10 send it on o Cevlon, Tt's a good example of what a steel
worker faces on the job.

(C) The average steel worker's wife has a clothes dryer, but
it's better than the one in the exhibit. No moving parts to
wear out. Tf it breaks, you just tie it together. It's a rope.
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You stretch it across a yard. if you have a yard, or string it
between two buildings. and hang the clothes on it. Then if any
sun can get to them. they dry.

(D) The exhibit needs more pictures of our homes. Some-
thing more teal. Our places have that lived-in look. They
aren’t new and raw-looking: they're mellow. People have been
living in them 50 or 100 years.

And maybe they could send a landlord over there too, to
stand around in the exhibit. In case none is available, maybe
the right hand of some landlord who has gone to his reward
could be displayed. pickled in alcohol. and gentdy curved.
palm up. in position to receive the manthly rent.

(E) But to get the best picture of the American steel worker
there should be a photograph of ten graves in the quiet of a
cemetery, the graves of those Republican Steel strikers who
were shot down by the Chicago cops 20 years ago for the
crime of picketing to organize the plant.

They were not the only marlyrs to the workers™ struggle. but
they will do. They are a symbol for all the rest. The gains that
we have made, and such good things as we do enjoy, are due
to militant workers like they were.

There could be manyv more suggestions. but these alone
would make the steel worker exhibil much more accurate.

Still, when vou think it over. vou can see this might really
eum up the works. ‘People’s Capitalism™ wouldnt look so
good, and the people of Cevlon might not believe that over
here ‘almost evervbody becomes a capitalist’.

But then again. 1 kind of think the Ceylonese people aren’t
going to believe it anyway.

USSR

THE VIEWS OF KHRUSHCHED
By J1. B. Salsberg
(This is the seventh in the series of articles, "l:nlks with

Soviel Leaders on the Jewish Question’)
AvrHoucH 1 have hitherto avoided naming persons
wiio said this or that, I want to muke an exception in
the cass of Nikita Khrushchev for several important
Teasons,

First. because Khrushchev is now the most influential per-
son in the Soviet party and government. His approach to, or
opinion on. any question is very important, perhaps decisive.

What lie had to say about Jewish problems is therefore of
special significance and must be carefullyv examined.

Second. because T was disturbed by his attitude toward the
Jewish question’ as he expressed it at our conference.

1 am especially concerned because in my opinion the main
parly leadership at presents orients itself on Khrushchey's
central conclusions on Jewish questions in the Soviet Union,
although they may not agree with all his approaches to these
questions. )

Third, Khrushchev's conclusions strengthened my convic-
tion that the Communist Party of the Soviet Union is still
guilty of serious deviations from the liberating socialist theory
of the solution of the national question in a socialist sociely.
This deviation leads to Jewish problems in the USSR.

Tor all these reasons and because T am convinced that the
interests of socialism, of the Soviet Union and of Soviet Jews
require a public discussion. polemic and criticism of every
development in the USSR which is in contradiclion with so-
cialist democracy. or which smacks of backward prejudice. T
make an exception in the case of Khrushchev.

As 1 mentioned earlier, Khrushchev participated in the
official discussions at the final meeting with our delegation.

The session ook place in his own office and lasted for ap-
proximately two hours. It was devoted almost exclusively 1o
the Jewish problem in the USSR.

The reason for this was that both my colleagues on the
Canadian delegation and the leaders of the Soviet party who
had participated in the previous sessions were aware that T
was still dissatisfied with the explanations that we had re-
ceived regarding the “Jewish guestion’.
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Khrushchey was obviously aware of this fact, He therefore
directed most of his remarks to me and tried to persuade me
of the consistent class character of the party’s approach to
this matter.

Unfortunately his words had the opposite effect on msz.
Qur disagreemenl became crystal clear.

Khrushchev's opening remarks were devoted to the achieve-
ments and problems of the USSR. He dealt with some aspects
of the Twentieth Congress of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union and with developments in the international
arena, with special stress on their effect on preserving world
peace.

His views and conclusions on these gencral guestions were
extraordinarily interesting and enlightening. I intend to write
about these on another occasion.

First. Khrushchevy denied all slanders of anti-Semitism
directed against himself and against the party. He listed the
names of numerous Soviet Jews who held key positions in the
USSR. He even mentioned that his daughter-in-law was Jew-
ish.

The right should be there

e repeated the view already mentioned that Soviel Jews in
the majority were integrated in the general life ol the coun-
try. He stressed that such integration was historically pro-
gressive whereas separatism was reactionary.

He disagreed with the idea of establishing Jewish schools.
He showed how much better off JTewish children are if they
g0 to the gencral schools, and remarked that even in Kiev
some comrades were complaining that the people preferred to
send their children to the Russian rather than to the Ukrain-
ian schools. In Lvov, he said. the Russian theatre is compet-
ing with the Ukrainian theatre.

(I should point out that at no time did 1 propose any sep-
araling of Jewish children only from the general Soviel schioo!
svstem, although I feel this right too must be granted if there
are sulficient parents who desite it

What T stressed was the right of that section of the Jewish
population that desires 1o give its children a Jewish educua-
tion to have the right and opportunity of doing so.

Whether this would be in the form of afternoon classes as
is the case in Canada and the United States. or in the form of
special classes in the regular government schools. or in the
form of entirely separate schools where both the general and
specific Jewish subjects are taught—as is the case frequently
in Poland and Rumania—should be determined freely and
democratically by the parents who are interested in Jewish
education.)

Khrushchev then turned to the question that there are good
and bad in every people, whether Russian. Ukrainian or Jew-
ish. To make his point he listed some of the negative charac-
teristics of the Jewish people.

During the incorporation into the USSR of those parts of
Rumania that reaction had captured during the revoelution,
very many Jews chose to return to Rumania rather than to
adopt Soviet citizenship.

‘Wherever a Jew settles . . .

After the liberation of Chernovitz (Bukovina) the streets
were found to be very dirty. When the Jews were asked why
the streets were not cleaned. they replied that the non-Jewish
population that used to be responsible for this task had fled
the city.

Thousands of Soviet citizens have taken tourist trips out of
the country. Only three have failed to return. All of them
were Jews.

Wherever a Jew
SVnagogue.

He, Khrushehev, agreed with Stalin that the Crimea. which
was depopulated at the end of the war against Hitler, should
nol be designated a centre for Jewish colonization, because in
case of war it would be turned into a ‘plave d'armes’ [a base
for attack] against the USSR

Solomon Lozovsky., world famous and devoted Old Bol-
shevik, for many vears head of the ‘Red Trade Union Inter-
national’. was unjustifiably executed because he was dragged
into the Crimea allair,

(According to information at my disposal, Lozovsky per-

settles down. he immediately builds a
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ished together with the Jewish writers on August 12. 1952,
One of Stalin’s false charges against these writers and against
Lozovsky was that they wanted to “tear the Crimea away
[rom the USSR™)

At the close of the discussion Khrushchev advised me in a
comradely way not to allow myself to be saddled by the
bourgeoisie and the Zionists.

I was very disturbed by the foregoing and other remarks.
They express a backward prejudice against the Jews as a
group, as a people—prejudice which is in sharpest contru-
diction with a Marxist way of thinking.

It reuinds me somewhat of Stalin's approach 1o a number
of small peoples during the war that he deported because of
the sins of certain individuals among them.

Khrushchev himself sharply denounced Stalin for these
practices at the Twenticth Congress.

Tn my opinion Khrushchev's statements to our delegation
smack of Great-Russian chauvinism, which Lenin so strongly
fought all his life.

1 also feel that his approach 1o the question of the Jewish
nationality is an vnforgivable violation of socialist demo-
cracy. It can only lead (o forced assimilation instead of vol-
untary integration, which is a historical process for genera-
lions.

1 cannot agree with those of my colleagues who argue that
we have 1o approach Khrushchev's remarks from a ‘class view-

point” and seek out their ‘class content’.

Certainly the class composition of the Russian Jews was a
hundred thousand times less satisfactory in the years follow-
ing the revolution than today, 40 years later.

And what boundless confidence and understanding Lenin
had for the Jewish masses! What love and hope did the Jewish
poor show for the new society in those vears!

If Khrushehev's distrust of the Jewish people as a group is
justified. then it is a terrible indictment not of the Soviet
Jews, but of the Stalinist crimes and distortions of the
nationalities policy in general and particularly as applied to
the Jewish people.

It is time that we speak plainiv and enter into a public
polemic with Soviet leaders on this painful matter. After
K hrushcheyv's statements there can be no question about the
need for this task.

(To be continued)

HIGH AWARD FOR DOCTOR-PLOTTER

_The Order of Lenin has been awarded. ‘on the occasion of
his sixtieth birthday’, to Professor Mever Vovsi.

Prof. Vovsi was one of the group of doctors who were
charged in January 1953 with having murdered Zhdanov and
plotted the murder of ather Soviet public men. on the instiga-
tion of Zionists,

LETTERS | More about Joining the Labour Party

WHY HAROLD REYNOLDS IS WRONG

It seems to me that Harold Reynolds and Alison Mac-
land are both wrong—for different reasons—in their
sttitude towards the Labour Party.

A drift towards reformist ideas would be no less an error
than support for Stalinism.

Bul to dismiss the Constituency Labour Parties as “electoral
machines which are defunct in between clections’ and to im-
ply that all those former members of the Communist Party
who join the Labour Party are capitulating to reformism, is
1o be swaved by superficial impressions.

Ward and Constituency Labour Parly organizalions are
just about as well er as poorly attended as the vast majority
of trade union branches—i.e.. mainly by the most aclive
people.

This does not mean these organizations are defunct: but as
mass organizations they reflect the industrial and political
inaclivity of the members, who are only moved into action on
major national or local issues.

Harold Reynolds™ ‘rule of thumb® attendance argument
could just as well lead towards dismissing not only the Labour
Party bul also trade union branches as a medium for Marxist
activily.

Nobody suggests- that reformists and careerists don’t join
the Labour Party, Of course they do. and they join (rade
unions loo.

But the fact remains that the overwhelming majority of the
working class. including former Communist Party members.
who join these organizations. are neither carcerisls nor te-
formists even though they may be unclear about many things.

Take the workers as they are

A genuine application of Marxism must begin with taking
the working class as it is now, and not as we would like it
10 be.

Reynolds insists that we must be in thepotential centres of
organized power’ such as the factories. shop stewards’ organi-
zations, trade unions and trades councils. True enough, but
why omit the Labour Party?

The Labour Party. he says. is an ‘essential prop’ of the
capitalist system. This is an over-simplification which leads
10 a serious error, because it lumps the rank and file with the
opportunist leaders, who are certainly all that Reynolds
claims them to be.

In Britain the trade unions founded the Labour Party and
must be considered as an integral part of it. Is not the Labour
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Party therefore a ‘centre of organized power?

One does not have to be a Marxist to realize that there is
every chance that Labour will win the next clection. What
will the next Labour Government bz If not ‘a centre of or-
gapized power™!

A Marxist is active in his trade union not only to improve
the conditions of its members but also to demonstrate in
practice the correctness of his political ideas.

Political policy formulated in the trade unions is carried
into practice through the Lubour Party.

A Marxist trade unionist who wins support for his policy
must of necessity carry the fight into the Labour Parly if he
is 10 take the mmembership through the practical experience of
the struggle against reformism.

That is why the building of a Marxist trend in the trade
uritons is inseparable from pursuing a similar policy in the
Labour Party.

A Marxist organization by all means. Harold Reynolds. but
one which is fighting side by side with the workers. teaching
them and learning from their experiences, inside the Labour
Party and trade unions. )

An organization completely or partially outside these bodies
would be nothing more than another talking shop—and we
have enough of those already.

London, S.W, G. Brown

WE MUST PROVE OUR IDEAS ARE BETTER

SETTING UP a new party. completz with a hundred per
cent correct programme. a weekly paper. full-time
workers and offices is no guarantee that the millions
of workers who today support the Labour Party will
transfer their allegiance to the new party.

Before the British working class recognize the nced for a
Marxist programme and leadership. they have first o be

convinced that the present Right-wing leaders are not going
to solve their problems.

How can that necessary (ransformation be achieved? By
speeches and propaganda alone? Of course not.

First of all. the workers must test out the old leadership.
This is done. not in the discussion clubs and the debating
societies, but in the mass organizations of the working class,
where the workers place their political demands upon the
Right wing.

Surely the job of Marxisis is to be in these organizations,

{Continued overleaf)
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CINEMA

THE COURAGE OF THE JAPANESE
Children of Hiroshima: 16 mm. film available from Plato
Films. Ltd. 18 Greek St, London. W.l1 (Gerrard 4753}

THis very moving film about the effects of the atom
bomb dropped on Hiroshima was made by a group of
Japanese film-makers and sponsored by the Japanese
National Congress for the Abolition of the H-Bomb,

It tells of how, a decade after this diabolical thing dropped
from the skies. it is still causing death and living death 1o
sao many Japanese.

The three victims who take part in the film are shown first.
not anly as sullevers from leukaemia. as facially disfigured. as
hopelessly erippled. bul as victims of personal despair until
they are helped and inspired by a growing movement among
the Japanese people,
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It is a movement to stop such bombing ever happening
again and 1o organize the victims so that they may meet soci-
ally and give each other understanding. hope and the Will to
live.

The film lasts for only about twenty minutes. and it has
been specially ‘edited” for British audiences. No one should
expect a work of art—there is much to criticize technically,

But somehow ifs understatement is much more moving
than a more lurid film might have been.

. Although it shows suffering. it also shows how precious life
is. and the courage and humanity with which the Japanese are
fighting 1o ban atomic and hydrogen bombs. not only for
themselves., but for the sake of all people on earth and the
unborn milliens.
 Organizations will find that because of its short running
time this film is most suitable as a complement to a speaker
or to a discussion on the H-bomb. Tt can be booked for a
small fee.

Mercia Emmerson

LETTERS (Coniinned from previous page)
counterpesing a principled socialist programme to the “Wel-
fare State-ism” of the Gaiskells and Carrons.

For Marxist ideas fo gain a mass base in Britain. then
they must prove their superiority in the Lelt wing of the
Labour Party and the trade unions.

Of course the sectarian will hurriedly - cross himself here
and muiter ‘Betrayal’. Such people are in essence not prepared
to trust themselves not to be apporlunisis.

1 can only ask them: ‘Is il a betrayval to join the Labour
Party in order (o fight the ideas of Fabianism and help to
conslruct a Left wing?”

One final point. Some of these who have taken part in this
discussion in The Newsletter scem to be getting a little starry-
eved about the Labour Party.

They should note that although its base is working-class.
its leadership basically thinks and acts like capitalists. Unless
we lead a struggle against that leadership, our membership is

1.
useless.

Liverpool. 9.

WHY CHOOSE THAT ILLUSTRATION?

Wirniam LaucHean's article on the British Communist
Party today. in World News of July 13, is devoted in
part to running down the Labour Party and, in parti-
cular, the idea that Marxists and militants can achieve
anything inside it.

The article is illustrated with a picture showing ‘a section
of the densely-packed crowd which rallied in London’s Tra-
falgar Square last November to protest against the war over
Suez’.

Yet this demonstration was not called by the CP—it was a
Labour affair!

By the way. T have heard thal Pravda, which usually plays
up the significance of communist-organized demonstrations.
however small, gave not one line to this historic demonstra-
tion of Londen’s citizens.

I wonder why it chose to keep the news (zood news. one
would have thought) from its readers?

Beaminster (Dorset).

Bob Pennington

M. Hoare

US WITCH-HUNT (Continued from front page)
their decision banning racial discrimination in the nation’s
public schools,

That decision was both a concession 1o the American
Negroes and an effort to offset the liability that the Jim-Crow
system Tepresents 1o US imperialism in the colonial world,

JAnd just as the Negro people seized upon the school de-
cision to organize a militant struggle for equality, so the
American Labour movement must utilize the recent court de-
cisions in the struggle for restoring the Bill of Rights to
America.

(The American Way of Life: page 79)

Published by Peter Fryer, 181, Clupham High St., London, S.W.4.

SCIENCE |

LEARN TYPING (OR LATIN) BY MACHINE!
By J. H. Bradiey
MachHings have lately been doing many of the things
which for centuries were declared to be exclusive to
living organisms. One was recently demonstrated which
showed a ‘conditioned reflex’. which is actually quite
simple to produce.

Another machine teaches the rteflex, but can just as well
teach touch-lyping. and in the very near future similar prin-
ciples will be applied to many kinds of operation.

The ‘teacher’ tells the pupil what exercise (o perform. and
checks whether he carries it out correctly. The commonest
type will be ‘a simple electronic computer. as this can ‘re-
member” perfectly all the pupil’'s mistakes. and drills him with
particular care on the points he most often gets wrong.

 From time to time the machine recapitulates the earlier and
simpler exercises. to make sure the pupil has not [orgotten
them,

Repetitive or complex jobs

Teaching machines are most easily applied to the most
boring and repetitive jobs. such as typing. driving. muny
machining operations, learning Latin. marking homework,
etc,

They can be applied. with more ingenuity. even to complex
skills. such as radio designing. uswally by breaking down the
course into simple parts.

‘Programming’ will allow one machine to teach many div-
erse tasks, selected at the turn of a switch. No new ‘teacher’
will be needed just because the tlask has been modified in
sone way.

In many cases the automatic teachers can in due course be
replaced by automatic machines such as a fully auwtomatic
lathe. but they will be especially valuable for many vears in
teaching very complex tasks with simple parts. such as work-
ing the controls of a car.

Never tired or forgetful

Our social system ensured that the first task was teaching
to fly jet planes, which is now obsolescent anyway.

Automaltic teachers are never tired or forgetful, can show
any required ‘irritation” or ‘pleasure’ at their pupil’s perform-
ance. and give the most detailed personal supervision!

Teaching machines are unlikely 1o be more expensive, in
terms of capilal invested. than a4 human being who represents
up to £10.000 of human work, depending on his training.

Their maintenance is probably considerably cheaper. and a
rational society will use machines to release human beings
for tasks which require full human capacities. as well as to
olfsel to some exlent the present acute shortage of science
teachers.

" Printed by Plough Press, Lid., r.0, 180, Clapham High St., Londen, S W.4.



	scan0007
	scan0008
	scan0009
	scan0010
	scan0011
	scan0012
	scan0013
	scan0014

