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LETTERS

CEOYDCH LEPT UNITES AGAINST PASCISN

on  Saturday 5th July, the Croydonm Radieal dotlon
Movescnt held s mareh through the town sentre,
The Oroydon Radical Action Movement fa an allisnce
of nll shades of left political opiniom. The
march was napainst’ Feaciem and, ee the fascists
regard us &ll a8 red soum, our differences are
minimsl and the march compriged Staliniata, Trot-
gkyiata, socisl demoorats, anarchists....in fact
everyone except the SLL,

The fascists organised a counter- demcstztration
from their national hendquarters [Mr, A.K. Chest-
erton, head of the National Front residse inCroy-
don). Posters condemning ORAM far largely fiotlit=-
ioun erises appesred overnightand ¥F members tried
(dnanscessfully) to intimidste morohers by driving
oars stralght st them.

They alss had = iradiiicnal para-military march
headsd By & louvdspesker wvasn tailing the CHAM
march, The comrade with ocur megathone brought
gmllea to the facsa of the ¢rowds with his astir-
icel referonces to the gentlemen 3ehind us, who
retalinted By making themselves even mors ridid-
uloua by intersperzing their Nosleyltie slogans by
chanting "We are not Fassiste!" in a most
indignant tons!
Derek HoMillan

" BN
TROTEETIEM TN CEYLON
kn article appeared 1in A Tecent issus of the
"gtate capitalist" Journal, SOCIALIST WOREER, by
e Mike Xdven, currently on & visit to Ceylam,
allegedly asbout %he Trotskylet zovement in that
ialand,

Eidron, on the one hand, exglained how Lhe lanka
Samasanaja Farty expecis fo be in the next Ceyl-
oneae Government and how, on the octher hand,
deaplte  the I33P's redical programme, it has to
make many concessicns, The latier are inevitable
and unavoidable beesuse Ceylon isan under-develop-
ad country with the need tobuild up ite rescurces
end ig under: the prossure of the internationsl
bourgecisie, Thia 1s why, sccording to Kidron, the
serlonese Trotokyists eare compelled to persuade the
working class to make pacrilicen,

The sriicle ip both dishonest and an expreasion
nf ooneigtent Petate capitalisa, I understand
that a Deylonsse comrade has written a full reply
apd 1 logk forwsrd to sseing this.

However, 1in the mean Tiwe certain points have o
e oades ;

(1) The majority of the 183F were suspended from
the Fourth Internationasl for <heir decigion to
enter the bourgesie gowernmentof Deylom. L minor-
ity splitoff and Cormed the L1357 (Revolutiowméry)

because of its total opponition to the “dhtry
of the [S2F inte ths bourgecia gowvermment. The
15500} 1ia now the Deylom section of the Fourth
Internationuly ite searehary, Bela Tampee,la-also
tha leader of the militant trsde omion, CED, which
nas  led many industrial and palitical struggles
in révent years, uvsually mgainst the efforte of
the [83F, Mllke Eidvon Talils to mention theseeal-
ient fasta.
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(2} 1t ie monstrous that hiaron should defend the
policies of the L5EP, The L23P entsred a govern-
ment which made many attacis on the working clasa.
Wo doubt my Ceylonese comrade will document theae
- gufficient for me to deal with one aspect. The
mejority of readers of BOCIALIAT WOHEZR nhave no
wiy of knowing that the main gonpotent . of the
bourseols government the IZSP entered, the SLIE ,
ig a racialist party. It has & pelicy towards the
statelese Indisng in Ceylon similar to that of
Enach Powell = it fawvours deporting them back %o
Indin to abaolute powerty,

{3} Kidran's thecry thst revolutionaries in the
non-induptrialigsd countries have no other choloe
than to e tha advecstes of the working clens
making sacrifices to Ffacilitate industrialisation
hag nothing in common with Trotekylsm, Marxiem or
revolutionary socialism. It iz in total opposit-
ion, for inatance, to Tretsky's thecry of the
peresnant revoluiion.

Eevolutionaries in the under-developed countries
(exploited pountriea would be & more correct tern)
have the duty te fight for social revolution
ns the only immediate atep towsrde solving the
problems of the masses in those countries. Thie
saonomic determinist theory of Kidron,a corollary
of the theoryof "state gapitslism", is non-marxiet
in chsence, leaving out the offecia of the pxplo-
itive sooial relatione within %hese countries.
It 48 the ending of theae exploitive social rel-
stions which givesa fund for tuilding the econcay
withgut reducing the stsnderd of living of the
workers. (Bapld industriamlisstion and the laying
of the basis for a socislizt economy would, of
course, require assistance from the economicslly
advenced countries. )

Kidron'a theories, like those of other "state cap-
italints® are glmlar, in ese¢noe, to those of
the Menshevikxs, who aaid thet because of the low
level of induatrislisation in Busais 1t wag not
ready for a worzers revoluiion,

¥idron'ts article is not & one=off abermation,; it
i part of = pattern, for example; in an article
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Editorial notes...

OTR STMMER SCHEDULE

In common with many lelt-wing journalas we have
desided 4o reduce our schedule over the summer
pericd. We have ekipped the July dzaue and have
brought the Aogust isesuve farwnrd. Subecribers,
however, will lose nothing by thia as. we work
from issue numbers rather tham months.

INTEANATIONAL'S FIOND TRIVE

The response to this hsa been highly encoursging.
At time of going to press we hawve some £200 of
the E300 target with many pledges still to be
colleated. We urge all those who haven't got
round +to sending their domation in to do ao
immediataly.

THE SPLIT IN TEE 5D3

We hsve published this srticle for two basic rea-
pons g firotly, there has not been an aceount of
the BI8“conference in sny left wing newspaper in
Britaim of any length despite the importance of
the issues. OSecondly, we feel that many lessons

can ba learned from shis episode., There are org-
amlaatione in this country whish are peeking .
Just as EIS did - o0 build s mass movement with-
out & political programme,

ARGENTINE

Very litile appeared in the left press in Britain
about the Moy evemts in the Argontine and el the
ptruggle in that country were in every way compa=
rable with those in France a yesr earlier, A very
interesting sspect of theae events was the - unity
betwesn workers and students. Whilst the atruggle
has pubeided %o a certain extent an extremely un-
Btable situation continues. A1l serdious bourgsods
commentatora have predicted the fall of (mganiag
the only point at issue is when, A8 we go 1o
preas, newd 1@ boginning to trdekle through about
reprogpion sgainet our co-thinkera, We lnow for
certein that three militante of BL COMBATEINTE are
in prison after heine before & militeary +tribunal
in Gordoba.

A time to speak clearly

& recent oopy of TRIBUNE had two articles om its
front page, one praised the TOC for its progress
in mederniaing the trade uniomay the sther spoke
ef ths Lebour Party's turn %o the laft, Secont
demonatrations om Vietnam, in the main organiaed

by the Commumist Party and its off-shoots, have:
oalled for the isplementation of the TITand

Labour Party policy on Vietnam, supporters of the
golidariiy line have bpen told to go to the baok,
If matters weren't so serious, ohe would Dot inow
whether to laugh or cry, fHowever, the point im
to understand,

Iuring the hectic days af the so-called sonfront-
ation between the Labour Oovermment, the whole of
the mass =didis presentsd the question as thaugh
1t was 5 metier of a conflict between the Labour
Government, hellbent on modernising industrial ree
lations for the eake of Britain, snd the backward
looking trade unioms, hostile to sll change and
wizhing to retain thelr power to hald the cauntry
to ronsom, In fact, the argument wapn about aome-
thing elae: how best to teme the militant  trads
unionists withou$ provoking an explosion. In the
event "the Covernment saw senea” and decided to
hand over the jdb to the TOC,

Howewer, it is clear that this is not the war 14
deemed ' to the ranks of the irade Unionp. Wailat
8 solossal confidemee trick had been pulled off.
enabling "left trade uniom lesders like Seanlon
and Jomes +to gallop to the right, the deceptiom
had & ecoertain dislectic: for many, many trade
unionizts the maneouvres of Wilaon appeared to be
s victery., In their eyes this "reireat" meant
one things it paya to be militamt, Hernce the
coniradictory Ceatures of the post-June 5th a2itua-
tions the offigianl trade union movement hae taken
Bevoral glant-sised, crab-like, atrides to the
right but the TIREDIATE &ffect hss hbeen to
increase militsnoy,

These eventa show the colossal reserves of
militaney the worldng olass poswesses, They high-
light the craven polivies of the Communist Farty
and the Tritwmites, There is no excuse whateo-
ever for pussyfooting, for being afradd to be
bold or bresking with one's sssociantes on cne'as
Tight: & dynamic cenpaisgn sgainet the TOO0'@
gell-out te the Governmemt would evoke 5 tremend-
ous regponsa, The Communist Farty has the power,
when 1t makes a militent oall, to bring out
hupdreds of thoussnda of workers on sirdike on o
political Jlaesue: Mebrusry 27 and May let prove
this.

But -before one can esnoure 8 really mllitant and
clear-cut reasponss one hae to apeak clearly, The
double-tall we guoted causes confusion and tokes
the sharp edge of f militancy, We desperately need
A musaive regponse to the Government's atiack oo
the tnions ‘and working clasas standardes. The O,F.
could playa big role idn ensuring thisy evarvthing
inditates that 1f%s leaders put mors stere on thelr
new=found frisndshipwith "1ef4" N,P.e and sertain
trade union buresuerats.  The rank and file mil=
itante of the Commumist Party should demand that
their lesdership speaks out, densunces the TOC
#ell-out and ealls for “l:l']fl.mt action ‘Aagainst
that policy (a one-day sirike during the TUD meet-
ing in September would show it mesns businesa),

If their party refuses to do this, the Communint
Farty shop stewards should join with other milit-
snte in the {rade union defence committees in
calling such metion, Tme is ahors, the  antumn
will aee s renewal of the offenaive’ sgninet  the
iniens end wilitants. The vigious attack on Alam
Lew, by the press, snd the move mgainat the [Kast
¥idiands orgsnizer of the NIWE, by trade undan
turaancrate, are pointers to an offensive whiokh
ia in the offing, It is fime to go on the offen=
give; it is a time to spesk clearly, 3
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on Pakistan, published around the time o1 the Up=
hesval 1in that country lsst year, Nigel Harria
oalled for the Pakistan left to pupport Bhutto.
The 1latter 48 a rieh landlord, former Foreign
Minigter in Ayub Fhan's Government, who at beat
would be & Suksrno-type figure,atworst (and more
likely) & Kerensky, who would seek 1o bring
Pakigtan back into the wesatern camp.

During the Algerian war of national liberation
the BSocialist Review group (the name under which
the "atate capitalists” went under in those dnye )
supported the MEA (in comon with the Esaly
group). The MEA ended up by fighting slongeide
the Fasciat OAS againat the FIN. The “atate cap-
italiats™ have never explained thia little errar.

In Ceylon, ome of the main srohitects ol the LESF
entry into the bourgecis govermment was none other
than Anil Meonesinge (he sotually became Transport
Miniater); older Trotskyists will remember him as
as one of the founders of the Socislist Egview
group in the early 1350's and & Wery keen adwvo-
cate of "stote capitalism.”

Mhess migtakes flow from the world view of ®state
eapitalism,™ which writes off the posaibility of
gocial revolution in the “third wordkd® wntil the
workers in the advanced countries have made their
revolution. It is completely im accord with the
pepsimistie outlock of "atate papitalism" which
soneiders that sll the gaina of the Epsgisn revo-

lutisn hawe been lost.

Tha majority of the mephare of the International
Spoialiss  group do not, - a8 yat, undersiand the
implieations of "state capltalist® theory. Most
af them do mot. in fact, think the question rele-

vant to their political activity. The Leaders ol
1.5. have recruited peopls on the basis of cont-
empt for theoretieal clarity im their efforta  to
rapidly conatruct an all-embracing broad activiat
organisation.

Howover, aa all the great Merxists have dsmonst-
rated, wrong theory leads to wrong pragtice, If
membera of International Encinliamﬁara to mvolid
the path of DBurnham snd Shachtman™ they ghould

repudiste these idess of Kidron and Harris.

1. Ceylon Seaislist Party.

Z. Holy I,':I Ceylon Freedom Party. 1+ will also
beé the main compoment in any coalition whish inc-
ludes the 1SSP in the next Ceylon gemersl slectlon,
%, Two former leaders of the Trotslkyist movement
#ho  bogsn by challenging the Trotalgriat ponoept
of the nature of the Sowiet Tnicn and ended up on
the extrems right wing, DBurnhazs was &n adwanate
for Zarry Goldwater, in the 1904 election campaigng
Shachisan 1g now on the right wing of the Americen
Sneialist Party, he smupporta American polioy in
rolation to Cuba and Vietnam, The Socialist Hev-
iew group had relations with his group, tha I8L,
until Shechtman dissclved it in the sarly 19%0'8.

Dave Windsor (1B/7/69)
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SUPPORT THE IAISH BTRUCGLE
A national cempaign has been set up tosupport the

Irigh (ivil Righta Cempaign. The Irish Civil
Righte Solidarity Campaign alsoc stends for aelf-
detorasination for Ireland, A momber of local
branches have beem established [uauslly after

sucoessful Bernadette Devlin meetings). For full
information write: J. Lawless, 22, Duncan Terraces
London H.l.

Argentina: tactics of taking power

(The following editorial haws beemn translated from
=L COMBATIZNTE, the offisisl organ of the Argent-
inian Fartids Bevolutionaric de los Trabajsdores.
Te gubhesdings appear in the original,}

From May 15 to Msy 30,the country experienced
the m=meat gigantic spontsneous popular explosion
in its history. Newver before has there been such
intenge mobilissatien in the provineisl capitols
and meny other pities, from Salta to Flc Negra
and from Corrientsg %o Cordoba, embracing the
entiTe territory of Argentinn. ¥ever tefore have
all the vpopular streta risen to their fee®
united by one common faeling of repudiatlon for
a government, Never before has the conjunction
of all these forees and regions profuced such a
high level of combaitiviiy snd resisierce with
auch depth and gscpe.

¥o party, no ideology, no progremme, no netionsl-
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Spontaneism vS
Leninism

1y ar regionally sentralised leadership todsy omn
glaim responsibllity for such an explosion, [ta
ppontansity has exceeded every anticipation. It
laft some people behind and  teught othsrs s
lesson - espeoially those bourgeciz opposilion-
iats who, in their desire to sawve the regime £rom
any real popular interfersnce in polities, aight
iry’ electoralint or pu tchiet manscuvres to give
the government a preventive face 1ifting.

The denunaiation of subversive planning gulded by
extremists of the 1aft is no mcre than o crude
trick by the dictatorahip, asomething 1like an
attenpt at subtety by Ongeais snd his troclodite
proseattors. It drawa amiles cven Irom tha
politicians of the regime.

¥hat wreally prodused the explosion wsa & slow,
continucus aecumulation of acta, cfinmen, scllouta
42 imperdialism, attacks, decaptions and spoilat-




{ene by which the dictatorship robbed the workers
of  their bread, their work and thelr righta;
robbed  the students of their universitiesay and
robbed the middle class of their standard of
living, together with their demberatic rights and
freedoma, This cumulated recently in & decree
raiging the price of peirol and transportation,
which dimmediately affected the cost of consumer
govds, In this accumulating resentment, the leat
gtraw wae the nurder of a student demonstrator
in OCorrientea®, but it could heve been anything.

The fact i that in the prevailing conditiona the
mere  existence of the diotatership of the momop-
olies generated s dynamic of popular resistance,
which resulted fMnally in a feeling of unanimous
determination on the part of the majority of the
Argentinian people o get rid of thie dickatar-
phip onoe and for all.

This determinstion, and 1t slons, has been the
coheaive element uniting the hundreds ol
thoupanda of demcmetrators who have poured om0
the streets, torn up paving stones and bullt
barricades, Touted the police and confronted the
army, defying its silitary sdicis and ite weapons
cf war, From bent peils and stones, the demon-
atraters escalated to alings, pistole and L
calibrs rifles with which they finally dominated
the neighboorhoods eof Cordoba.

THE MAT DAYS AND REVOLUTIONART STRATECY

This spontanegua popular explogion assumed a
def'ensive character [rom the strategic point of
view, although employing offemsive tactical mesna,
It revenled an aneven dewvelopment asone the vars
ious rTegions of the couniry. It made methods of
active resistance and armed struggle definitely a
part of the political comflict. It lacked o well=-
defined, centralised leaderghip, a programme, =nd
the afm of teking powers It was basod essenbially
on working-cless moiives and democratic sspirsti-

¥ The m@medical student Juan Jope Cebral sas shotl
to desth by polioe in Mid-May in the cafefaris of
the Corrientes Thiverzity during a demonsteation
ngnin=t higher prioea lor peala,

ang in combined form.

This popular explosion had been brewing rom the
very moment  the dietetorship tock over the Gow-
ermment, It is defensive = in the oirategla
pense = beoauge it oocurred ms a spealfis reaponae
ta the political, social and economlc sggTension
of the regime and 82 8 product of ascumulated
dispontent., The combined demogratic. and claas
motivations extended from problems liks unemploys-
ment, the oo8t of living, the wags freeze, and
generally worsening cconoklc conditiopa Jer the
majority of the population to the totul denial of
desocratic rights and guarantees.

The uneven charscter of this upsurge has been
revealed in the backwardness of the masses in the
acaatal sress, especially groster Busnos Aires,
relative +to those in the urban centres of the
interior, Cordoba especianlly, with ite modern,
combative Industrial proletarist hss  provided
the hackbons of the mobilisations and the sctive
urbgn centrea of the dinterior hawve plaged has
been marked by the highest lewel of popular part-
igipation, political consciousness, and the uae
of wioclent methods of atruggle going sa far as
incipient forme of open armed strugsle.

The movement developed without a well=delined and
centralised leadershlp. Howsver, as it hes pros=
peeded, the CBT of Passc Colon®™ and the main
atudent leaderships especially have increascd
their rols as paas political leaderships ancd meace
poeaible the emergemce in  lopsl and embryonic
form of new organizatiponal instruments in the
heat of the struggle, likes the Juntas Coocrdinsc—
ores [Coordinsting Ceuncila) in Tucuman snd La
Plata or the CGT TUnificsds (Onited COT) in
Rozario and Cordobas

Tnderstanding this charasterisstion requirea in
fast not only understanding the more important
lespoma af the May dayay italsc requires realisa-
ing their limitations and arming curaelvesz theor-
atically againet eny illusions regarding the mugh
digousssd  themes of spontanecus inaurrection as
a posaible road to power. And it requires arming
puraslves theoretically agsinst the grandilogsuent
escapiem which, wnder the pretext of pure armed
gtruggle, Iignores and underestimates mass mobil=
ications or tconsiders +them as A Beparate and
walled-off mspect of +the process of creoling a
revolutionary arny.

Obvioualy, even if the May explosion hed - had
5 conacicus insurrectional charscter and Teoul taed
in a consolous athempt to selse powar, 1ts real
poaBibilities would heve inevitably besn limited

#* The Argentinian OCT {(Confederacion General del
Trabnie = General Confederation of labour) ia
azlit inte two competing organdestiona, The more
independent fection, uwsually reflerred to as Lhe

08T "Rebelds" (the "hebel" CGT), ie led by Aaim-

unde (mgara, It iz slso called the COT de los
hrgentinos  (=he CGT of the .Enrg'E]'.l.‘tiniElIl.El} or the
287 of the Psseo Colom for the street whers 1ts
sflices are losated, The other feetion i uwsuslly
eeferred to ss the 00T "Participacioniata™ {the
participationiat 0FT),ita main leadser was sassas-
insted just prior to Hockefwller's wisit to the
aouniry,
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oy tha lack of a party - a leadership, organisat-
ion and programme, I[ie possibilities would have
been limited by the lack slso of a revolutiomary
army capable of militarily defeating the oapital-
iat army, the last resort of the system, in an
#ll-out confrontetion.

It is such & revolutionary army that will make
posaible & selsure af power and which unforfunat -
ely did not exiet in Cordoba, We muat not wait
to Built this army, as the promoters of spontan-
eism claim, wuntil the massez go onto the atreet
in an upsurge producing new insurrectional expl-
osions, This army must be constructed on a ateady
day-to-day basie, even during periods when the
clagas struggle is guiet. This task does not
permit improvieations, Throuwgh this srmy, and
with 1it, the inspiration of the barricades could
support popuolar orgenisatisne emerging {rom the
insurrectional procesa %o challenge capitalist
power,

Bat it would be eriminal to wait for such &n army
to be "oonstructed” to promote the development of
popular mobilizations and 4o intervene in them.
On the contrary, it ism necessary to accompeny and
orient the masses in thelr living, real and
concrete experience,

Onee mobilisstion’ ia more edocationnl than &
hurdred. programmes snd, in the last amalyels, to
be built and o be reslly the army of the people,
the revolutionary army must emerge from  the
people's gtruggles and nourdsh itself from them -
gven though a revolutionary sray hag ita own org-
anisaticnal and technical operational forms which
are distinect from those whick the peorle spontan-
eonzly  adapt.

Fevolutioniete must,then, petiently explain thias
cpnenpticn of  the Bsiggre of power to the new
vanguard of the whole people which participated
in the resistance in the May days and even took
up arms. Thie wvanguard will understand this con-
cept Tbetter than anyome, because it 18 ezaler to
arrive at an understanding of the neceasity of a
party and s revolutionary army starting from the
level vreached in a mobilisation and from Ghe
teohnizon  learmed in an  armed detachaent than
[rom  revolutionarTy pericdicels or rpropogands
leaflets, ng' @atter how clear or wellewmrstben
theyr may be.

k NEWN STAGE OQPENED IN MAT

(nze the stretegic perspective Tor the seizmore of
power iz clarified; which +the May dsye proved
correcty 4t 'dis important to atreds tho Faot that
thege days opensd a new etage. They opensd a new
pitage in the relaticonship among the alagees snd
in their relationship to the dictatorahip which
imposes new tasks, new organisational forms, and
new methnoda,

This change has been produced by the incorsaration
of the people en messe inte the militant opposit-
lon to,the dictstorahip, This popular appoaltion
wag unehakably consolidsfed with the penersl
gtrike of #riday, May 30, which was carried aut
unsnimously by the workers, the studemta, and the
moet diverse layers of the middle alass,

This new etage has in turn Bealed o definizive

&

breakdown of “the unity of the regime, bringing
ita so0inl, economiz, and political contredict-
iona to thedr olimsx, The wholi: politieel ‘admin-
ietrative napparatus of the atate has fallen prey
to erieis and attrition. Ne recourse can close
the figsurss that have opened between the distat=
orohip and the expleiting seotors today without
proveldng new {issures and splits, Wo measurs
can matisfy one psector without exfsperating
snother, And in furn no exploiter iz ina positdicn
to  achieve his own "solution" at the expense of
all the othera. _

The parndoxical base of support for the dictator-
ship is the incapscity of the capitaliet eystem
to replace it, oinece the system has been definit-
ively discredited, In fact, the seators af the
oligarohy that are infuristed by the government's
incompetence now have no other recourss but to
tolerate it far the time being. They have to
tolerate 1t in view of & grester danger threaten-
ing the system - = the danger of a violent irrap-
tion of the masses into the political crend,

It ie possible, therafore, that the solution of s
coup d'etat, never as "justifiable" as it i= now,
ig congidered & suididal tactic even by [te prom-
pective leadera, In fact, only s military sdven-
turiat would risk bringing tanks into the =sfrects
now when they might be commandeered by unsuspect-
ed demonatrators for their own = use,

Thia iz what the vaunied sisbility of the regime
has, been reduced to, Thiz i1s why we say that
with the enitry of the populsar messes into the
atruggle, the astage that opened in the Moy days
wea  the stage of preparation for a revolutionary
overthrow of the distaterahip.

Lt im not importsnt that thias atege atill lacks s
programes  and that the masses in their thinking
etill lack +the clesr aim of talkdwng power.. The
dynamic of 1te espontaneity has not yet created
thie product of revolutionary consciousnesa which
will go hand in hsnd ingeparably with the under-
ptanding of the necessity for a revolutionary
army. And; thersfore, it 1z =n inesoapable took
to0 raiss the bammer of a revolutionary workerat
and peaple's government =3 the only poseible acl-
ution for preventing the fall of the dictatorship
from opening the way for a flouting of the inter-
ezt of the workers' claess interests and the
rights, pgusrentees, and libertiss of the pop-
ulstion,

Hut we cannoi attaln this revolutionery govern-
ment and aveid the slectoral or couplet trape of

*the  bourgeois opposition by any other Tond than

the active snd militant mobilisstion of the wor-
kera with their own forms of organisation arising
out of snd forged in direct confrontetion, and
with the methods and techniques which the resiat-
anoe in Cordoba has put on the order of the dsy.

The <charaster of any govermmental shift to meet
the mituaticn that hsa appeared:a coug, slectoral
farce, or change in minizters, will e detarmin-
ed by how this mobilisation matures ind develops ,
ory to the conirary, by the extent that it gFlves
pround and leaves the inditistive to the bourgecisz
leaderships in the government, who want to capit-
alise on the popular discontant to make al berat-
iotie only in the fecade of the regime.




IArecting our fire on the dictatorship today sa
the =ain and immediate enemy doez not mean that
we must hitch the forces of the workers and the
popular masssea to the electoral or coupist cart
of the bourgecis oppositioniets. Howewver, in
Boms  parficulsr amd concrete eplandes  in the
confrontation with the dicfatorship, we may find
ourselves fighting together with the Radicales del

Pueblo (People's Hadioals - petit-bourgecis
liberals ar the opportuniate af the Commnist
Party. gisential thing todsy iz not diffor-
entiating ourselves verbally from theme forces,

indulging in  stetract deslarations of pringiple
on different objectives of clasa etruggle. What
is essential is to demomstrate these differences
in acte, in methods of satruggle, in forme of OTE-
anisstion, and in different politicsl snd govern-
mental aolufions which the masses are in a posit-
ion to demand ma the result of their mobilization,
There 1ia _po other road for preventing the over-
throw of the didtatorship from being accomplished
"in bourgeois atyle."

This in why we aald that the present atage 18 ane
of preparation for the fall of the dictatorship
while we at the same time call for mobilimation
and active and armed resistance by the people.

FREPARE THE WAY POR THE BEVOLUTIONARY DEFEZAT OF
THE DICTATORSHIP

It 18 typical of ascisrisns and opportunists to
leok st the great politisal battles waged by the
masses primarily from the strategic viswpoint of
fiow to Btrengthen their own orgamisations. Since
they take this as their esaential objective, it
i8 logical that they make all sctivity subordinate
to "df{fferentiating” themselves from other
aurrents.

The sects try to keep the disturhing elements of
obetinate and generally impure reality from infi-
ltrating inte their ranks, The opportunists in
turn, resorting to grandiloquent purism and OTan-
isational axclusiviem, +ry to conceal all their
political incongruities and theoretical weaknesa-
o8 whioh are submitted to the test of fire in the
olass ptrusele,

It 18 urgent - beewuse the class struggle im our
country demsnds it - that such erronsous ponoept=
iong not frustrete the chancezs that the axisting
crganigations ad mass lesdershipa, both in the
workers movement and the student mowement, have
for participeting in ths revolutionary préceas at
this tima.

The ©OT de los Argentinos (the “Hebel™ CCT),
although 1t cannot elaim to be the revolutd onary
leadership of the proletariat, has contributed to
this procesa by consistently spplying its Koy I
programue. As a result of this applization and
the impetus this section of the COT has given to
the popular mobilisations, the workera movemsnt
ha: achisved "unity in atruggle” at the regional
lewel du - sewversl. places in the interinr, This
hag represented an example and an ohjective
advance whose importsnce the gpovermment kas not
falled to reoognime. The regime has been alert
to  thiz development above all becsuse this unity
hes been achieved in the strusgle against the
diotatorship and for the purpose of carrying this

diroggle forward,

In the student movement, on the other hand, organ-
izations 1like the PlUA [Federscion Tniverailtaria
Argentine - Argentine Student Federation), which
claim the main lsadsrehip of the mozt comslatent
anti-imperialist atruggle, have not yot shown any
aign of this "unity in struggle". Tt is as if
the exclusiviem of its lsadership - which morecwver
ig threatened with progressive isolation - examp bed
it from other currents snd lesderships [ishting
againat the dictatorship. However, FEN (Frente
Estudiantil Naoional - the Xaticnal Student
Ffront of Peromist eclouration), Humanismo
(Pumanism), and other groapings in *he student
movement, 1f dot for their programme, at least
for their influence and leading role among sectors
of the atudent population, sonstitute an  active
end aignificant fastor in the strugele,

Thia wam shown en the cocesion when the mass of
ntudente, gathered in an assembly in the Behoal of
Fhiloaophy and Letters, paw how the mejor student
leadershipa trunsformed what should have been o
magsive principled erpression of o united fromnt
ageinst inperialism and the dictatorship into o
fignt for dominance, The fight had nothine to do
with any strategy of impelling and advancing the
olaga stragele  through the mobilisations of the
atudent movement. The reauld was demoralization.

Mevolutionists who mire themselves in such wrang-
ling today renounce in practice and in principle
their orienting sn3 leading role in the struggles
Which the workers and the popular masses began in
Gordaba,

ke sre neither sectarians not opportunists but
conaiatent revolutionista, We will not hide our
viaws. We will differsntiate curselves +om both
Bectarinns and opportunists by the Leniniet and
Trotekyiet methods of cosmon work for acmmon
objectives ngainat a common ememy with the sim of
advancing the mass mobilisstions snd transforming
®theory"™ into suthentio revolutionary practice.

Therafore, in the work of proparing  the way For
eliminating the capltalist syatem, we appesl for
ective resistance to the die tetorship by all the
mass organisaticns  of the stuedents and workers
movemant - the OC4T de los Argentinoa, the GOT
*Farticipacicnivta™, Fli, VEN, Humanisws - and a1l
other movements which claim te play s vanzusrd
Tole. We propoass:

{1} Regional or mnetional -cocrdinatien by the
workara and atudent federstioms in develaping and
despening aoctive resiastance by the workera,
atudenta and other popular sectors,

(2} The organisation of resistance cormando
groups, self-defence - groups, and armed detach-
ients of setivimts to protest pesular mobilisat-
ione from the repressive violence of the regime,
organised violenoe of the people in oppopition to
the government's violemoe, and bepinning to lay
the baais of the future revolutionary army.,

(3) & propagsnds campeign simed at the ranks and
nof=commissioned officers of the regime's reprea-
Siwve - bodies, the police and the military Torcen,
calling on them to fraternise with the people and
naok to fire on them, >




THE POLITIGS OF
NON-POLITIGS

THE STORY OF THE SDS SPLIT

MARY-ALICE WATERS

frticle IT: Membership

SECTICH I: Mesbership 1= open to all who share
the comdiment of  the organisation o demoaracy
as B means and as & social poal.

SECTION 2: SDS is an organieation of and for dem—
soreta, It 48 oivil libertarian in ite treat-
ment of those with whom it dissgrees, but clear
in its oppesition to anti-democratic principle,
ag a bagis for goverrmental, soeilal or pelitical
organization.”

From the constitution of the Students for & Deme-
cratic Soslsty,

Thue =tocd and still standa, the constitutien of
the 908, But by the end of the stormy five-dsy
ecomvention held in Chicego June 18-22, such prov-
teions of the SDS constitution had been rendered
meaningless by tha bureancratic expalaion Iiom
ans of all members of Progressive Labour and amy-
ona sgresing with FL on certain questions, Meet-
ing in closed csucus, & minority of the comvent-
i4m voted to expell FL and all those who agroed
with their IDEAS from GGG,

The orgsnisation which was founded nine ysars sgo
as a "pew® experiment in bullding a pelitical
group free from ideclogy and programse, trying to

ascaps the Ysterile polltdcal squabbles™ of the
bold lefi,” and hoping it had found a way to
sgcape the bursaverstls, undemceratic methods of
Btalindism and social demooracy = thab organizst-
ion has now come almost full cirels, The  "new
left® failed to examine and take sides on the tu-
roing issues that divided the refermiste and rewvs
cluticnaries in the past, that dividea the Stali-
nists, scrial democrats, anarchists and abhers
from the Marxiste, the Trotokylate....

The comvention strikingly reconfirmed that Lhere
is no oway +to. cheat history by trying to swald
palitical propramme; Shat in the end “5al itice 4is
always declsive; that the debstes which have div-
ided the political tendencies In the +working
elass mowement for almest 70 years, far from
being "sierile", remain the rost fundamental and
burning questions af today. It also ghowed that
E."‘u! new left*, lilke the Communist Farty anid Soc=

ia]l Democracy, 18 entirely capsble of violating
the basic democratie righte of members - when it
fits their needs - not because they WANT to ba
undemoeratic, but because they are politieally
inecapable of desling with serioua, organleed opp-
osition.

Prom the moment the comvention opensd 1t was Gom-
inated by the fierce factiomal struggle betwaen
supporters of the current national lesdership of
505 - Mike Klonsky, Peb Avaklan, Bermadine Dohrn,
Mark Rudd, Jeff Jomes and others (who have diff-
srences smong themselves)- and the Worler-Student
Allisnee cmucus (Woh), which was led by the Trog-
regpive Labour Party. The supporters of the Hat-
ional 0ffice organised themselves in the Revelut-
icnary Youth Movement (RYM] caucus.

There was also a significant number of delegatas
who pupported neither cACLE, ... Theae otner cauc-
uses, some organised around gpecific programmes .
gererally dipapreed with both major factiong on
one or more pointa, end many of them wers opposed
to the split that ocgured.

During the first two days of the comvention 1it-
tle of substance tock place, bat ssversl quest-
ioms over which thare were sharp differences came
to & vote, giving both factions an ppportunity to
gauge their stirength, The results were meassur -
ing vo FL and the WEA caugus, and, eopsecuantly,
quite unsettling to the RYM factlon.

FI, won two such votes - to exclude the commereial
press and to scheduls more workshops - whila tha
national office faction won a vote to give the
floer to Chris Miltom, -an American student whe
joined the Rad Guards in China for a while. FL
charged that Milton had been cachiered oot of the
fied Ouards and shouldnft be allowsd %o apeak,

Apart from the vote iteelf, which was CH&=57T, the
inpident was alse sipnificant as an eoxample of
the method used by the natiomal office throughout
in trying to combat L. Unable %o ansver FL'E
utterly false palitical 1ine, they attemptad to
Tout-Mao® the Masiste, te prove. by Irequeni rel-
arepnpe to and quotations from the Hed Boak, Lin
Fiso, and similar sofivces, Lhat THET were the
REAL Macists. The country which has had the most
sonsigtently revolutionary line for more than
a decads = Cuba = reecelved no atiention.
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Bernadine Dohrn reads caucus statement declaring Progressive Labor expelled from SDS

The split which oecured at the 505 comventlon has
been maturing for well over a year., As the Fl-
led ecamcus grew from one convention and nat-
ional council mecting to the next, the inability
af the mnational leadership of 308 to meel the
challenge became more snd more obvious., AL this
comvention, when the national leadership realised
that FL mipght be able to win a majority of the
delegates on Soma of ‘the key resolutions, and
perhaps even win the leadership, they precipitat-
od the split withoot waiting to see how meny they
ceuld win ower in pelitical dis=ecwssion.

Om the thres main palitical gquestions befors the
corvention, FL's "revolutlonary" rhetoric is not-
hing but a cover for abstention from the realgtr-
upples with revolutiopary ipplicstioms going onip
the world today, They condemn the leadership and
tha policiss of the NLF and North Vietnam, refus-
ing hers in the T.8. to uild the masse antil-war
movenent, They condemn all neationalism ag react-
{onary, including the revolutlonary nationslism
of the cppressed, and even attack as "bourgenia"
the straggles by oppressed nationsl minorities
for university education. They condemn eiruggzles
for women'e rights unless they are direclly tled
to the struggles of women worksrs for agual scon-
oilc opporfunities.  Even apainst  such rotten,
reformist positions, the national leadership of
503 proved incapsble of engaging inm & politiecal
debats with FL.

For axample,whenover anyone attacked FL's refusal

to support the struggle for bPlack comtrol of bhe
black commmity, open edmissiong, and many other
demandas of the black strugple, they were answered
not by political argument, but by 500 volces
gereaming "Smash racism." The usual response of
those supporting RTM was limlted to & near-hyst-
grioal "Free Huey'. And so it went on threughout,

SFLIT WUMBEHR OHE

tm Friday evening, when the discuasion on  resel-
utions was to begln, the convertion procedings
were sSuscanded to hear a delegation from the
I1linoin Blsek Fantner FParty. Stating that he
wag speaking on behalf of the national organisat-
ions of 4ke Black Fanthers, the Brown Berets and
the Yourg Lords, Panther Bobby Bush launched into
g vitriclle attzelk on PL for ite refusal to supp-
ar% the black liveratlon struggle in practice.

{Undoubtedly, &ome hoped this would produce an
anti=Fl, atampeda in the eomvention, but the Fan-
ther statement d4id not have 1the desired eflect,
Orie Teason was that the previous evening the sama
Fanther spokesmen hed seriously dizcredited them-
selves and had been litarslly booed off the plat-
form for their mle-chauvinist remarks about
"missy power®. When they mi ptakanly assumad that

the scures of hostility was prudishpesa, they
only sueceeded in making matters worse by ssylng:
"You sisters have a. atrstegle position for the

revolution, ..prone.” The hall turet loose and the
ensulng chaos prevented the Panthers from saying

ANy mOTHE. ) 9
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In denouncing FL, Fush sccused thom of "deviating
from the Mardst-lenindat pegition of the right
to salf-determination of peoples,” and declared,
fthey will be considersd &5 counter-revolutionary
trailtora® if they don't change their attituds,
"30S, " he sald, "will be judged by the company it
kaeps and the effectivepess with which it dsals
with lactions within 1ts organisaticn.®

de the copvention neared chaos once -again, Jeff
Gordon of FL tock the floor to defend FL's posit-
ion, denpuncing the SIS leaders for trying to use
the Panthers as a club against the WSl caucus and
for their inability to carry out & political deb=-
ate themselves.

Bernadine Dohrn, Mike Klonsky and other SDS lead-
ars responded by declaring that it was impossible
to pemain in the sams organisalion with pecple
who opposed self-determination in practice and
demarded an  immediste split. Then Bernadine
Dohrn announced she wag walking oul and ipvited
all those who agreed with her to follow. The
somvention was b such total chaos that few people
evan heard what she szald. Tess than halfl follow-
ad her out.

From Friday svening +till late Saturday evening
the 808 convention met in two different winga of
the Chicago Coliseum, Those who had walked out,
and othars who had Joineéd them later, debated
whether or nol te =plit 5DE, and if So0 how. Those
who remsined with the WeAk caucuz held general
workahops and waited to see if the others would
traturn to S08."  Throughout +the day the AYM
caucus fluctusted betwesn 500 and 700, reaching
its peak late Saturday night.

SPLIT KUMZER TwWD

Wnen the final declslon was reached, the RYM
canous voted to expel FL, and =2ll thoas who
agrasd with them, from ED&. About 10-1% per ot
of the HIM caucus wobed agalnet expelaion, Abab-
antlong ware not countad.

In short, a minority of the 808 convention, ina
cauows which exeludad those %o bhe expelled, voted
to expel whet might heve been the msjority ol the
comrention. They were expelled mot for speciiic
acts apainst  which they could defend themselwvas,
but solely for their ideas. Techniecally,  they
hava no means to appeal against the expelsaion.

The BYK esuous  returted te  the comvention hall
snd resd-a statement  emnelating  two principles
winich henceforth are supposedly criteria for mem—
bership in SDSE. (RYM leadsra shamefacedly admit-
ted the next day that they had largetten fo read
g8 couple of additiomal points.)

"Ones  We support. the struggle of the black and
latin colonies within ke U.5. for paticnal Libk=
eration and we recopnise those nations® right to
gallf-determinaticn {including the right to pelit-
ical secdssion if they desire it.)

ATwo: We suppert the struggle for netiomal libers
atlon of the people of Scath Vietnam; led by the
Kationel Liberstion Frost end Frovisional Hevrolu=-
tignary Government of Souih Vietnam, We also =
gport the Demporatlc Republic of Vietnam, led by
Pregident Ho Chni Mich, as well as the People's Fe-
publica of Korea and Albapia, and the Republic of
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Cuba, all waging fierce struggles against -
imperialism. We support the right of all pecple
to pick up the gun to free themselvyes from the
brutal mls of U,5, imperiali=m."

The statemsnt stipulsted that in addition Lo P,
all people whoe do not sccept the abowe twa prin-
ciples are nog,longer members of S[6.% Where this
could lsad wag mada abundantly clear +the follow-
ing day when Bob fvaldan (creator of the out-Mao-
the-Maoists stretepyr), running for nationsl secr-
etary, ammounced that if slected he woald work o
exelude menbers of the Indepsndent Socialist Club,
8 pgroup. which does not mupport the governments
liated.

After reading tha statement, during which. screama
af "bullshit","shame" and aimilar palities] slog-
ang reached their comvention peak, the RYM caucus
filed oui of the hall,

TWO), TIREE, MANY SD5's ;
On Sunday alternoon the twa sections of the SIS
eomrention met on different sides of the gity.

Four to five hundred gathered in the Coliseus to
constituts the Wol caucus a2 505, FL, perhaps
emboldened by the fumbling Inspiness of the nat-
ional officeleadership, sucoumbed to the temptat-
ion to try to beccme SD8 and tmiliad ahead, In-
stead of deciding %o appeal +to the ranks of 508
against the undemocratic expulaian, the: WaiL
caucus passed its resolutions, elected ito off-
icers,and scheduled & press conference to declare
itself THE G083 and to denounce Pthe splinter
lpadership®™ for "anti=-working clsss politice and
practicge.™ In @ painfully slow and J1ifeless
meeting, 505 (WSAD elected Jobn Penningten of
Bogton FL. as national secretary, Pat Farman of
San Francisco as inter-organisational seeretary,
and Alan Spector of tha New England Regiomal BDE
as aducztlonal secretery.

ficrogs towm some TO0-600 wembere snd supportsrs
of the ®¥H cancus gathered to decide in what forn
08 would contimue. The general mood wos ons of
great reiief to hawve finally, somehgw, been freai
of the millstope. But wvery rapidly the pelltdeal
dilferences within the RYM faction Iintensified,
and the pstionel leadership fownd itself under
attack from those who objected to the lack of
demoeracy within 208,

The first peint of dizcussleon wae a set of five
principlss, drafted by the Avaldan-Elonaky praup
and supported by the Bernedine Dohrii - Mark Hudd
wing. Tha five polntas were intended to concret-
isn and buttreass the “principlas® adopted to wxe-
pal FL. The sotlion put forth was to adapt th
five principles as the basis for membarship in
old. In responss to a queation from the = floor,
the chair malad that the principles would defini-
tely constitute the basis For excluding people
from SL3.

The five "unity princlples of S03" propose:  are:
"{1} Oppoas white supremacy. [Full suppert Lhe
national liberation struggles of oppresses jeop-
les against T.5. imparialiem. For the right of
gelf=determinaticon for the black ard Chicano
nations. Indeperdence for Pusrto Rico;

(2} Oppose mals supremscy, support the cirugple



for women's llberationg
(3) Support for armed strmgglej
) Exclude anti-commnism; and
(5) Fight for socialism,™

Btrong oppesltlon came [rom & minarity of dele-
gatas who Ffalt the prineiples were lrrelevant ta
the day to day work of 308 and would not be acch-
ptable tc the bulk of the membership, They tendad
to want to return to the "old SD3® which was anti
ldealogy and anti-programme, with overyone free
to do his owm thing.

The proposed set of principles, if adopted and
enforced; would change the fundsmental character
of 8D5 as it bhas existed for nine years, Yet,
the leaders tried to ram it through after LS
mirites of debate. But the oppositisn was vorif-
erous enough to force a retreat, and it was dec-
ided to print the proposed programes in NEW LEFT
HOTES and allow & written diamession.

ARTI-WAR IMACTICN

By far the most important isspe acted on by 5DS
(RYM) was onm the proposal for a fell action.
Despite 811 the self-criticism sbout SD8's past
arrore and failure to make the fight against the
war in Vietnam the central task, the sction pro-
pogal asdopted by the SDS (RYM) convention repres-
ented no fundamental change in policy.

SD3 decided to call an actiom in Chicage in lats
September when weight indicted for last Aupnst's
Chicago dememdtratien gzo on trial., The demands
of the demonstration will be withdraw the troops,
support the NLF, support the GIls, support black
Iiberatien, free all political priscners, Therse
wad no mention, mch less discussion, of how SDS
could work with the anti-war coalition and other
organisatlons to boild maza demonstrations again-
8l the war and for the withdrawal of treope...

Far from being a turn to the anti-wsr movesment,
E08's new action repressnts just ome more varia-
tion of thelr five-year-old policy of hoping to
subatitute themsalwves for the masa anti-war move-
ment in the .8, Thedir adoption af the negotiat=
iona line, under cower of supporting the NIF 10-
point programme, represents 8 retreat, nob an
advance for the anti=imperializt forces in the
0.8,

The BS08 (AYM) convention coneluded in the sarly
morning hours of Sunday with the slection of Mark
fudd (who modestly labelled himself an internat-
ionally known "gymbol of the mevemsnt®) as natie-
nal aecretary, Jeff Jomea of San Franclaco as
inter-organisation seeretary, and Bill Ayerz af
Michipgan as education secretary. Defeated im the
electlons wers two T5C candldates, and the Hob
Avakian-Lyn Wells ticket, running for national
secretary and pational educational sscretary
reapectively,

The mew nationsl interim committes iz composed of
Barbara Heilly from Columbia, Boh #vakian of Ber-
keley, Linda Bvans of Michigan, Mike 'Flonsky,
Noel Ignatin, -Barnadine Dohrn of Chicago, GCorky
bongdiet of Ohic and Howie Machtinger.

dDE has traveled a lomg way from the days of its

feunding as a liberal anti-communist crganisation.

While the political level of the delegates at the
comvention did net accurately reflect the total
303 membership, certainly the majority of the
delagatas at this convention considered themaelves
"some eort of commnist?, This indicates. tha
rising political eoneclousnesd of +the American
student. radiealisation.

But at the same time, the shallow pragmatic phil-
oEoply on which S5DS has based iteelf, and the
lack of understanding of the need for principled
politice and clear programme has permltied the
factionalism, supposedly barred at the front door
to come flooding in by the windows, and back-
alley entrancea. Along with the increasing Marx-
ist jJargen have come 41l the vices, but few of
the virtues of the "eld leltr,

The ninmth national comvention of the Students For
a Damporatie Society was posaibly the most burea-
uweratie, undemocratic and factional youth conven-
tion in the history of the radics]l mowvement in
the U5,

in its wake, Lhere are now twWe groups clsiming to
be the real 505, each with an essentlally fact-
ional and sectarian programme, and one exel-
uding the other. The factional battle will now
contime on cammiges across tha country. Dut-the
cormrention iteelf provided striking confirmstion
that an attempt t% beild a bresd student sevemsnt
by igmoring political programme can lead only to
oma varlation or another of the current orisis.
The steadily radicalising student movement will
gain little from either warring groups.
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THE ‘ECONOMICS’ OF

STUDENT

BRIAN DAVEY

& recent gem of bourgeois social aclence on sale
in most university bookshops is MEconomic Aspects
af Student Unrest", published by 1the Institute
for Beonomie Affairs. This distinguished work
has been written by the Deputy Viece Chancellor of
York University and Frofessor of Economlea, A.T.
Peasock, together with ome Mr. A.J. Gulyer.

At first the work seems promis=ing since there is
a pledpe to lock for +the underlying reescns for
studept unrest and not to concentrate aclely an
the astivities "ol the extreme Macist and other
Fraupa® ., Though the awnthors remain trus to this
intention the end reaulte sre far frem intellect-
ually satisfving.

Culyer and Peacock are economists and they have
tried to apply a eomewhat unusual methodoleogy to
ghalyse the student revelt = namely the "traditi-
onal"  micro-sconomic theory of the market for
individusl goods. Micro—economic theory is an
attempt to werk towards s theory of the determin-
ation of prices on the markst through emamining
the getivities of profit maximieing firms and
Fatility radimising" consumars. Unlike Marx's
analyeis of the theory of walue which concenir=
ates on examining +the @soclal relatlions between
the producers, the bourgecis analysis keeps its
focue selely on the aciusl sxchange process or
market. Culyer and Peacock turn educetion intos
pommodity and examipe sfudent unrest in terma of
the particular conditions of gunply and demand in
the "eaducation market". They have no place in
their medel for aptagonietic asocial relations in
pducation as a produstive process - they  elther
lgnore aor (more llkaly) are unaware of the conc-
apt. of alienstion. Wor do Uolyer snd Peacork
concaive that the process of educaticn may bring
the unlntended alde—effepht af an inereased crit-
ical comscicusness of capitalism, They ape, of
course, firmly committsd o capitalism.

T'o cur two Esccial -scientista® the problem  1a
agzantielly the resmlt of an excess of demand
over supply for undveraily placea, They pestul-=
ste that an absence of "consumer soverelignty" oo
tha part of the consumers (studeniz) lesds o the
diseontent. In tha allascatien of  adngational
opportanitiss "the more the allogation rule ig-
nores the preferences of consuners, tha mors anl-
mosity there will be betwosn consumers and alloo—
ators,"" If one shops for washing powder one can
chooee betwesen Omo, Daz, Persil and =c on. Hence
no reason for ihe housewife to rebel. Howewer in
sducational market "rationing davices have Lo be
epployved, and since money prices cannet be coe of
them and the retioning ig l=afl %o the oroducars,
it i=s their praferances that eount”™ mot thess ef
the siudents. The problsm iz exzcerbated sincs
the s@dent is "Liad™ to a unlvarsiir over a par-
iod and canrot take his custor elsewhers,  Given
ihe abssnee of ocoportuniiy to shop aroune for hia
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educaltion the studewt btrezks the r_1.11£E| and trisa
to bard the existing siteation te his own nends.

If this explanation of +the student riwolt ssems
falrly -tortuous it becomss’ aven mora so. The
conplate bankruptey of Feacock and Culyer's met-
hod becomes apparent in their attempt to streich
the category of profilt maximizing firm ko [t the
university, "The universitissz are not concernsd
with maximising profita, bul they are maximising
other objectives. By tying in subsidised resid -
ences for stadents, the producers in universitiss
are sble to derive an aldditicnal =curce of aatis-
faction from enforeement of rules of conduct.

*Poymal dinners with academle dresa, ladiss (eor
mon) out by 10.30 pum., and so on, are conducive
to gatisfection of the bensvelent wishes of uni-
verglties® staff,.."Suflice it to s&¢ that thers
ig no explanation a5 %0 why univeosdty etaffs
should hawe such  "nepevolent wishes? that  noed
" e mising®

Peacock and  Culyer are not lacking in positive
(ome hesitates to say "practical™) euggestioms
and the section entitled "Sclutions lor Univers-
ity Peace® 1z at least cohsistent with their pre=
vipus snalysis, First, however, they reject Lhe

posalbllity of exemutive power for students “on
decision-making bedies, suech as Court, Council,

Benate and Faculty Board.® Theugh they admlt
that or sludents "this would @e a logical exten-
gilon of their objectives®. Thelr reasoning i=s
that thia would lasd "more and more to the dissli-
pation of effort by =iwdents and ataff which
might be better spent in the nailn  eobjective,
learning and reesarch.” [Frofessor rfeacock does

not explain how, as a mesber of staff apnd Frof-
esgor of Bconomics he also finde time to be Dap-
uty Yiee-Chancellor of York University. Agsin
it could be srgusd that the bishops and buslneas-
men on court and cooncil might be dissipating
thelr efforts - what with the moral eorisia the

country seems to be faping, quite apart from the

neceasity to get the balance of paymenta right!

curely Messrs. Culyer anc “eacock; =& responsible
economlats, yould rot guarrel with thizz T= this
not ancther example of "a progressive loog-term
arosion of the geins from spacialisation of
Labour™?

They also argua that students will not bBae able tao
participate effectizely, smywsy, sihce thedr
efforts will be mmllified “by the complexity of
administrative machinery!" which can only ba hend-
lad by the Texpertise of prefecsicnals® = = prat-
ty lame arpumant when one censidera that o iy
any; of the members of eourt, oouncil, sencie or
faculty board are profassiomns=]l  admindistraters |
Howewar, %o gzt to Culyer and Peacock's solutiom,
They sufpest nors copsumer sovereignty in educ-
ation., ~Studentz sheuld get their grants (ar
loans) srd be =2llowed  to shop around = die asz




gimpla as that,

Not such further comment is necessary since Cul-
yer and Psacock have so obviously failed to pro-
vide a coheremt analysis of the studsnt revolt,
Apart from being printed on a betier quality

paper, their work dees not far exceed an articls
in an interesting journal called "Awake" [May 22,

THE
PRICE OF
IMF LOAN

BRIAN SIMISTER

As a serious bourgeoils commentator, the ECONGMTST
i3 not weually gushing with optimism when 1t
analyses the eurrent Ffortumsa of the British
economy. However, in the Jups 280th edition, the
edltorial =nd another artiele entitled: "Up to
fur Wecks," resched new deptha of gloom, not only
through an exasination of the extent of Erltish
capitalism's present d4ite ‘position, but alsc,
through not being able to conceive of any solut-
fon which would lead to disaster being averted,

In weighing the significance of the lateat loan
from the International Monetary Fund, the ECONOR-
IST noted that BEritain's INMP debts (ineluding
those insurred in past years), debts to internat-
ional banks and Corelgn countries, short term
debts to central bankers, sa well as the sum bor-
rowed under the Basle atsnd by credit of Septemb=
¢r, 1968, produce a present total debt of the
order of #7 billion %o 8 milliop. "...And this
ignores any intereat charges, even though these
fortunately do not reflect present-day high
levela, they tot up to a very large sum, Indesd,
tc B8 much a8 £A7 million this year - and this
afficial estimate was made before the new INMF
stund by eredit, which will sdd another €20 =ill-
ien or =20 8 year if fully drewn. Moreover,; 1o
these aums must be added churges on centrel bank
borrowings. It is becoming just a little too
reminiscent of the Indisns' plight..."

This iz the position of an economy,; which poosess
sed  one of the world's fwo reserve currencies,
Anxrioum %o avert $he international finanaoial
grieia thet would snsue if sterling were to coll-
apae, and aley smyious to prevent the Eritish
dJovernment teking sieps to introduce further imp-
nrt controle, the chein resction effects of which
woiild be toc  depress world trsde, the brokersof
the IKF hewe felt obliged o grant Hritein s loan

1969} which says "If you are a young peracn ask
yourself this question: Do I want to be manipul=
ated by the greatest producer of Injustics the
world has evar known? If wveu  take part In the
lawless revolt of today's students, then you will
allow yourself to come undsr the influence of ‘the
unseen rebel, Satan, the Devil. Tou will becoms
a puppet in hiz hands. "

of # 500 million right now ana o further oo mil-
lion to follow over the next 12 montha, The stri-
ngs attashed to the extrs @500 million, however,
sre quite asazing.

The ROONCMIST notess ",..The disagreement thail
arpes  batween 1t (the ]]':Tl':l and the British Gov
ernment over the conditions stteched to the new
aredit simply confirms the extrsordinsry position
inta whigh Hriteim has got fteell. Britein i@
the first highly developed country to be & per-
pigtent debtori no other industrisli=sed  country
haa ever had to roll over its debtas to the IMF
for ao long befors. It is borrowing from the IMF
in the 'fourth credit tranche'; that ie to eay,
entirely st tha IMP'e discretion and under the
least pasy arrangemonts usvally reserved for what
aTe Inown as banans republica, Trigger clauses
whioh stipulate that no money oan be drawn by the
borrowing country unless it iz conforming to pre-
pige vndertckings about public finance, bank cra=
dit snd #o on are ususl featwrea of such agree-
ments with peraistent debtora."

TEN TEARS OF CUTE IN LIVING STANDARDG

One  undertaking that Jenkipe had to give to the
IMF w=ms that a balance of peyments surplus ef
£330 million would be ashieved in the surrent
finsncial wear. As & figure, thisa does not look
partioularly great when measured sgalnat Britaints
overseas debis. The ECONOMIST cseleulates that
Berelt would . reguire +en years of that kind of
performunce = whish Jenkins is loocking for inm 12
months %o next March 3lst - to wipe out Britsin's
ghort  term and sedium term debta. I this repay-
ment wers persisted in, it would imply that for
ten years the Eritiah standard of living muat be
hald baok to do no mores than psy for the misman-
apementa af the past,.."

The sscond undertaldng also loaoke innocuois at
Firat ceight, but 1=z; 4in actusl Cec¥, vexy
important indeed. Tt 16 that Britsin intends to
keep its domestic credit expanelcn (DORY down to
E400 millions in the ¥ear to the end of Kerch,
15970, This ocomparea with an expansion of some
£1,225% million in the previous twelve monthe. It
ie reported that the IMF brokers are particularly
dotermined that this undertaking should be obeyed,
Broadly, DCE meana the inerssse in the momey sup=
ply exaluding the effect of the balsnce of pay-
mants, "...If Britain's oversess agoountsE ware
in exsct balanee thin finaneinl year, then the
new formuile would allow money supply to inaresse
by £400 willion (i.e. by about 734%); if we really
dee get 2 belance of payments surplus that leade
to an inflow of £300 million of foreign exchangs,
thed  monsy  supzly should be allowsd to increass
by some £700 million {oT nearly 40 but if we
agedn Tun a balanve of pagments defiecit of E400
million, then +the pereltted dnsresse in money
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supply will be mought..."

The aignificasnce of the Government's undertaking
on -the guesition of the leyel of DEC 1a thet it
has  been by the manipulation of the level af
nomay supply thet successive British governments,
or any other povernmenta that have adhered to
Egyneaian sethods, have attempied to even out the
axtirems vaclllations of +the trade oycle, the
phenomens of boom and alump, There are various
waye in which this hsa been doney In times of
threatened recession, governments have lowered
barnk rates, reduced hire purchase regtrictions,
encouraged compercial banka to loan money, inare-
aged soclal welfare spending and governoment spen-
ding in general, In times of inflation, copverss
messures have been faken acupled with inoreases
in tsxstion, dincreases in govermment borrowing
from within the domestic coonomy and woge [reszes,

These financisl techniques, together with a prac-
ftloplly oonatant teshnological growth hove prev-
anted slumps of the magnitunde of the 1929-%%
trade depreszion from ccourring, HNow, the Brit-
i1gh “Gevernmment, by ogreeing to limit DCE sa
drastically, come what may, haes abandoned these
Keynesian methods,

ORLY TWICE BEPIRE

dinee the level of money supply in the coming
yesr will depend to & great extent on the balance
of peyments situation; it would be apposite, at
thie stape; to exsmine the likelihood of the Bri-
tish eocnomy achieving the £300 million Burplusg
the other undertsking siven toc the IMF, If past
pregedent is anything 4o go by, the likellbood 18
very ©light indesd, “allsghan, when chancellor,
gave an underteking of a £200 pd1lion surplus to
the IMF.for 1%60s In spite of dewveluation and in
epite of & gensrel expansion in world trade, &
defiait of €50 million was all that was achicved,
Going further intoc the peat, Pritain lest hmd =
surplus on its belances of peyments in 1962, one
of E50mililion, Only Iin two post-war yoarm, 1748
and 1950, have surpluses of the order of E300mil-
lion been schieved. A8 for the future, with
stringent monetary measures being applied intern-
ationally nnd with a slowiown in American trade
and conpagquently of world trade being confidently
predicted, the hopes of Jenkins and his INF brok-
erg logk very grim indeed.

Ify in fect, the balsnoe of payments surplus 18
oot o echieved, & very emall if, and if there 18 &
receseion in Britein, dus, in the firat inatanece,
te 8 decline in exporta responding to 8 decline
in wordd trade, then in response to the deflation
and wextra unemployment thua oreated, the Govern-
mentla oommdiments with r=sgard to the DCE lewel
will lead 4o farther deflation asd vet higher
unexploynent, The SZONOMIST ediforial loments as
followa: ",..The Chancellor sppesrs to hawve ‘asid
that if the sgoeeze dosa ahow up on Sowsroment
asgounts [lesa revenue from income tax and pur-
chage tax) he will squesze atill furthery but if
inflation ehowe wup 1in Government scoounts, he
will feel less obliged +o disinflate. Eeynes
will be turning in his grave.,.Mr, Jenkine wam
alae insistent...that he expects exports to show
a strong riee in the second half of this ymar,
because the export order bocka of the engineering
industry are 8o healthy. BEvem if thie proves
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right in the short term, A pessimiet can only aay
that +the recent mometdary squesge Tound the world
makes 8n eventusl slowdown ininternsetional irade
all too likely. It is this slowdown that g the
danger. If PBritsin does go inte sn export led
recopplon in the next twelve! montha with ite bal-
ange of pafments deficit riaing at the sare time
a8 ite unemployzent, the country will now be aca-
mitted to meet it by squeezing the money supply
and meking unemployment higher etill. That 1a
what is dmplied in living by the letter incorp-
orating IMFPta law, With the snthronement of
DCE, Britaln now hsp an sutomatic deflater - not
unlike the old Victorlan gol?- sfandard - which
will be trigeered as soon ms there ia any drain
of forelgn exchonge out of the acin trya

Wy "EIVE=AWAY" BIDCET POSSIELE

4 Tew genersl conclusicna osan be drawn fro= thia
ploture, In the short term, living standards of
working peopls in the fields of waged and dondit-
lena, edusation and zocial welfars will conmtinue
to be attacked viciously, making it inconesivable
to think of a Lebour Government being re-elected,
Thare will be no room fore glve-away pro=-cleastion
budget thisz time,

Thespe attocls will %= in cellision with & ri=ze in
industrial militency, as shown by rising etrike
Flgures, the inereasing awareness of womeh war=
kers and the mushrooming of trede mmicn defence
gomulttees, pledged to vigorously oppose any ours
tuilment of irade union powers, Cute in educst-
ion will Ton comnter to the growth in militancy
amongat sftudents and teasherws. OCutbacks in local
authority housing rprogrammes  together with the
prohibifive rises in building society mortgage
rates, that hoave alresdy gocurred, taken with any
future megsures of this kEind, will lsad to sharp=
ening oirugeles in this field; which hawe already
led to militent squatters and tensnte organisat-
ions beling formed in inagreaslne numbers.

Even accepting the most favoursble posadibilits
for Britieh sapitslism thet the ECCYOMIAT presents,
the attainrent of a 300 millien belancs of pay-
ments surplua  thia year, snd the maintenance of
boom conditions within world capltalism, +he
sfandard of living of the Eritish working people
will have t6 ba held back for tem yeara, asimply
g0 that peat debta' can be padd off, by the att-
ainment of sisiler balance: of peyments surpluasa,
Flthin ton years, something will have 4o glve.

FOLITICAL BTARILTTY THREATENED

Taking the more likely poasibility, that an ade-
quate balanse of payments eurplus will nat be
gaiped this year or in  the next two or three
yesray that world trage will decline, and that
with' ths Pritish Covernment asarrving out 1is
Pledges to deflate 2t the sams {time, unemployment
will rise aharply, probably approaching olaseiecsl
dlump proportiomsa, 1t 1s aafe to say that Erit-
sin'a political ayatem, which has enjoyed relat-
ive stability for generatiane, will be severely
Ehreatened.

fn the ome hand, millicn= of workers who have
enjoyed relative progperity #ince the second world
war end who are auddenly threstened with poverty,
will question the wvaliddty of the political and
cocnomic system, which produces such & cataztrop-




te, On the other hand, sectora of the capitalist
class, sesing both Labour and Tory governments
{the Conservatives under Heath have certainly not
got the policies to cope with a orisis of thio
magnituds) failing to solve their problems, and
ferling the foundations of thelr system threat-
ened, will in all preobebility lock for an eXtre-
parliamentary socluficn: st most & neo—faseist

sclutieny at lesst a "atrong state" sclutiom,
using demagogic, raclalist, -enti=trade union,
entl-gtudent and anti-left argumenta fo try to
develop a masa fol Lowine,

Whatever hagpens, we hsve <o ensure that the
gpolalist altermative is put =20 forcibly Lo evel=
increasing numbters of working people, thet it is
the labour movement which ia cn the offensive.

CLASS NATURE OF
EASTERN EUROPE

TONY ROBERTS

It would be herd %o imagine & more ocompléx
probleam, from the pociclogical point of vwiew,
than that which emerged in Eastarn Europe at Lhe
end of +the lasu war. This wnigue conjunctursl
gituation becams, in its Llme, an acld test Tar
the "laft® it possed wery sharply belcre 1%  the
question of method: just what criterla deoee one
use to differentiate betwebn & workers! and a
capitalist state? Thie guestion was implicit in
all the discussions that took place, both in and
around the Fourth International, during that long
&nd tortuous process up inbo the sarly 19508,
[Le pcopnsequences are 8ti1l]l with us todayr,

[+ was self-evident, from the start, that the
question rewalved around the highly complex nst-
wre of the Eremlin'es Interventlion. To- be surs,
the adwent of the Hed Army into the "btufler fone®
gparked off popolar wuprisings which coincided
with a general sharpening of clasa knlves throug-
hout Borope = to reach its tragic climax in the
Greek Civil War. Spontanscues strikes snd demon=
strations agRinst the wer-weakenéd bourgeolsgles
which, in Yugoslavia, reasched wide=scale ocoupat-
icns of the factories and distribution of the bip
landed sstates, But the carve=-up betwesn Stalin
and Hooseveld a8t YTalts and Pobsdam aealed the
lid: it laft the kremlin sffectively in control
of Eastern Europe and the Balkane [(excepting
Greses),

From that point on, developments in the bulfer
worm becamé & direct reflection of Eremlin self-
interest = & faet initially trus even of Tugo-
alavia which, dus to the succeszs of the pertisans
during the war, was to reach mch greater -Indep-
endence vig-a=viz the Xremlin (and which culmin-
ated 1n the Tite=Btalin split eof 19LE].

With the refraction of the class slirugele Into
short=zighted opportunist manoeuvrings of Moscow,
it beeams wital to cencretaly analwvze this new
gocial, factor in all it immer contradictions.

(nly thue oould the contradictery path of svants
it initiated at bayoret-peint  be put Inbe perep-
ective, GCertsinly, in a siitustion where events
were directly determined by & rapaclous bureaucr-
acy, 8substitution of abetract criteria {(of what
a workers state should look 1ike) for a conorete
analysis of whet was sctually taking place, wes

worsa than uselass, T+ had denperous political
CONBAQUENCES,

Trotsly had already drawn attecticn fe this in
his comments on  the Soviet dimrasicn of Finland
apd Poland in 1%39. ‘Warping sharply agalnst any
tendensy which refused %o start from "the facts
az they sre®™, he pointsd cut the peliticsl cona=
equences Btemming from sach an error ln mebhod
(viz.: the evalutien of the Burnham=Shachtman
faction - ir - the SWP Yowards Pstate-capitalisam).
His warning was doubly cogent =fter the war, ot
lasst for the contradictory peilhn of devalopmerts
the Hremlin ipitiatad in a highly turessucratic
faphion. Any analyeis which refused to come ta
gripa with this econiradictory procese — 88 an
organic whole Teflecting meraly the dusl nature
of . the Eremlin = fowld only erd up 1m proas
distertions.

For if anybthing  markec stalinied polley in the
"buffer zens", it wes precisely this conbredici-
ory character - gsemingly carried out in two dis=
tinct shasao. If, to beghn with., Xs reaction
wasd to bruielly stifls the wery uprisings the Hed
Army had provoked, this was fully comaiatant with
1ts fear of the independence ol the masses. In
order toc crush this threat to iis owm poeition,
it was willing 1o conclude temporary allianges
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with the extremely war-weakonsd bourgeoisies -
golng to the dlspusting lengtha of callaborating
With the Homanisn oourt and sSemi-fasecist and
fasolet tepndencies 1ineide Bulparia and East

Jarmamy

[f, towards the beginning of 19Ld, 1ts policy waw
to be abruptly sltered, it was forT exactly the
same opportunist ressons. Holotowy may bhave re-
marked s the Red Army tanks rumbled into Rumanis
that..."ths USER does pot pursue the aim of sequ-
iring any Rumsnian territory or changing the

existing social order¥... Bai ihe thrast of the
Marahall Flan = which was sttracting oo gmall
intereat lnside the baffer zone - brought home
to the Eremlin that the only way 1t could retaim
hegemony over thess states was io structurally

integrate them inte the USER, Thus its about-
turn = the purging of bourgesla mambers in the
povernment, the sxismsicn of nmationalisation and
the introduction of sconomic planning.

No doubt tut that this "integration" was sccompl-
ished 1n the most buresucratic fashion = with the
limited support of the =asssa i not over thelr
heada. Bubt 1t was sccomplishadi and in the years
to follow, the trend was despened with the indro-
duction of new economic plans snd mutosl sid
achemnes between the wvarious countries (COMBOON.
The point, however, was not to see In this any
proof of ihe "pregressive® nature of the bureau-
eracy. It was meraly carryving throigh, in a very
distertad way, ihe uprizings which 1t originally
sparked off but which, out of self-interest, 1t
had been forced to temoorarily quell., Tts policy
was oppartunist throughout. It was only through
an understanding aof the dgal matore aof the bures-
uncracy bhat the FPourth International was able to

copclude thet these were Mafermed workers
states", A concluslon whish rmade no concesaicna
ta  the buresscracy = but which recepnlesd fne
"facts ag thay are®,

1t was & conclusicn that was to be amply canfirm-
ed, not long altervards, by the uprisingss of the
East Derman workers pobt against the new proparty-

reiations which +the Eremlin had been fereed =a
introduce but against the complets laeck of poliite
ical freedom that sccompardied them. :

in its own way, ithe "miffer zone" pozad the most
thormyr problen for the Fourth International sihce
Trotsky's death 1in 1940, I% becams a concrete
case on which its analysis of the Bovist burezns
oracy was to ba tested. Tt wae only by overcoming
what tendency to substitote sbstract norms for a
concrete analysis of the soels]l forces imvolwed

in all their aims and m:xiami_lﬁ that its conelu-
glens were to be so amply confirmed as they Wers,
Other tendencies — through such & faulty method-
alogieal approach = wera to end dp elither in the
arma of the stalinistzs; or, eéqually disastrous ,
quagtlming tha class charsctar of the USSH.

The importance of the Fourth Internaticnal!s eon-
clusiona cermat be svar-sgiressed - for from the
analyaie of the tuffer sona emerged the gulde-
lines for ite later appralsal of the Chimase

revolution, 1in 1949, snd, more recently, of the
snormous  slgnificance of Castro’s seizure of
power. 1o both cazes; the revolutlon was spear-

headad by patii-bourgecis fermationz (the ferper
stalinisl) whoss strategy was quite "un-marxistn
in the traditiomnsl senee. . Bul sttemptz to come
Lo grips with them by sterectyped criieria torn
from the library of "orthodoxy" could enly prod-
wee a8 travesty of reslity. The vindlcation of
the Fourth International - 1f it needs ome - 18
that it haa been able to fdce this new reality
without saerificing its principles one jot,

#The Socilalist Workers Farty has brought out 8
document on this question ("Discuselon of the Cl-=
ags Character of the Bazl Buropesn States") which
includes excerpts fwom documents during the cru-
¢lal period 1946=-31, illuastrating the range of
the discuszian and the depth of the problems  in-
volveds It is well worih reading for its inform-
abive nature as to how Lhe Totornstional reached
ita econcluaicn that they were "deforiwed workers!
statea". This {a obisinable from the Flonenr
Book Serviee, 8, Toymbee 8+., Londom E,l., wrige
4,-"'- poat paid,
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