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EQUAL RIGHTS

A delesgated meeting on October 22 brought 300 men
and women together +to plan a national campaipn on
agual rights for women, with the demands of equal
pay, equal- training, egqual opportunity in the fore-
front. MAmong organisations represented were AEF,
NUVB, Furniture Trades Operatives, Shopworkars, TGWU,
DATA, ASTMS, POEU, CAWU, Taylors and GarmentWorksrs,
National Union of Agricultural and Allied Workers,
various trades councils, Mothers in Action, Hational
Assembly of Women, Intermational Marxist Group, and
the Communist Party.

A programme of militant action was developed, an
October 27-type demonstration in Trafalgar Square,
lapel badges, a national conference, local meetings
and conferences, pickets of union negotiating meet-~
ings, lobbies of parliament, local demonstrations,

L voluntary general committee of L0 from this meet-
ing met on November 11, elected an executlve and a
working sub-committee., Among the executive members
are Baronsss Summerskill, Honorary FPresident; Chris
Norwood, MP, co-chairman with Audrey Humt, ASTMS
and Women's Advisory Commitiee of the TUC; and
F. Blake, NUVB, secretary-treasurar,

A lively discussion on limiting the aims of the cam-
paign to egual pay and related demands took place,
but it was the overwhelming sentiment that the camp-
algn should encompass all the demands necessary to
achieve equal rights for all women not just women

who are presently in industry.

This campaign with its declared aim of achiering
aqual pay within 12 months; its militant ountlook; its
non-sectarianism; its extra-parliamentary construct-
ion, is bound to come up sharply against the state.
Already proponents of the demands have democunced
Barbara Castle and the Covermment's gradualist prog-
ramme for achieving equal pay, and the implications
gf such demands for the incomes policy are obvious.
The potential of this campaign for radicalising and
mobilising thousands of men and women is only limit-
ed by the attitude of seocialists and militant trade
unionists towards it., The liberation of the working
class will only be brought about by ite willingness
to fight for the rights of its component parts and
the ability of the conscious vanguard to lead and
despen the struggle.

People interasted in setting up local branches of
the campaign should contact: NATIONAL JOINT  ACTION
CAMFATCN COMMITTEE for BQUAL RIGHTS, ¢/o, P, Blake,
(secratary), 76, Rainham Hd,, Hainham, Essex,

Toni Gorton
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Pat Jordan's article ™ietnam: the Priority for the
Ieft", 4in +the November INTERNATIOMAL is a waluable
starting-point for the debate on strategy that must
take place after the October 27th demcnstration,
However, it seems to me that the article suffers
from a serious contradiction,

At the beginning of the article, Jordan arpues that
the Vietnamese struggle is of a "decisive naturas.,?
Later, however, he states that the "crisisof British
capitalism would exist even if there were no Viet-
nam war,™

2

The only argument for giving priorityto the struggle
in one particular country is that that country is
decisive for world revclutlon: e.g., the defence of
Bussia after 1917.

Vietnam has certainly shaken U,5, imperialism deep=—
1y = politically more than economically. Put it now
looks as though the TU.S5. wants to, and will be able
to, get out of Vietnam, without being amywhere near
tha point of collapse,

Jordan's account of internationalism seems to be an
entirely abstract one, Hevolutiomaries, and espec-
ially tiny groups;, have to examine how they may
intervene effectively. It is rare that such inter-
vention can be effective other than ona local scale.
Obviously if British troops were involved in an
imperialist war, there would be scope for intervent=
ion. Otherwise solidarity mist be largely symbolic,
and no revolutionary can survive on symbolism alone.

It is, of course, true that Vietnam has radicalised
a significant section of youth - above all where it
has brought them into struggle on a more logal level
- against police, umiversity authorities, eto.

But this is not to accept Jordan's assertion that
the campaign on the solidarity issue makes "revclut-
ionaries.® It is comparatively easy for students and
youth to. participate in demonstrations, surrounded
largely by people like themselves., BEut in itself
this will not train revolutionaries - people able to
take a lead in any struggle that may come up for the
naxt twenty pyears, For this systematic work with
the working class is required.

Obviously it is not enough to link issues in a crude
way. "3d off your wages"™ will not mobilise masses
of workers over Vietnam., It will not, we have
learnt, mobilise them against the wage freeze either,

But unlesa the new generation politicised by Vietnam
can be initisted into the often prosaic and frag-
mentary class struggles at home, they will succumb
te the long-term pressures of society and a great
chance of building a revolutionary movement will
have been lost.

Tan Birchall
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Rotten ripe for socialism

Elsewhere in this issue one of cur autnors talks of
the capitalist world "being rotten ripe for soclal-
ism"®, This proposition could scarcely have had a
gclearer confirmation than the recent financial cris-
is: all over the western world workers' job are in
danger, cuts in living standards are imminent and
all kind of soecial and economic dangers have come to
the fore. Why? The answer is quite simple: modern
capitalism is just as archaic and chaotic as it ever
was, Despite the use of Keynesian methods, massive
arms expenditure and increasing state interventicn
the essential contradictions of capitalism remain,

The form these contradictions express themselves in
may have changed (contimuous and unrelenting infla-
tion instead of cyclical downturns of investment) but
they are still ‘there. Modern capitalism is, for
instance, quite incapable of overcoming the contra-
dictions between the growing productive forces and
tha restrictive barriers of the economically ocut-
moded nationa state. The Manswer™ o this, the
Commen Market-type of structure, threatens to break
down complstely once one of the natlonal capitalisms
concerned has diffieulties.

The difficulties in the sphere of international fin-
ance are brought to a head by something which has
existed ever since the world capitalist market came
into existence: the uneven development of capitalist
eccnomiss, The strength of the German Mark is not
a reflection of the willingness of OQerman workers
to tell away whilst their British equivalents engage
in unofficial strikes, It is a symptom of a mumber
of conjunctural factors which enabled the German ec-
onomy to march forward at a much faster rate: the
plentiful lsbour supply from the refugee camps and
Bast Cermany, which acted as a complete counter-
pressure to full employment; the complete rebuilding
of the German industrial machine because of war time
destruction, which meant that the very latest tech-

John Maclean-

November 30th, this year marks the L5th. anniw-
grsary of the death of a great revolutlonary -
John Maclean, INTERNATIOMAL regards itself as
standing firmly in his tradition.

Maclean was probably the most influential
marxist +that the British working class movement
ever produced, More than armyone else, he can be
gsaid to hawve been responsible for the mass revo-
lutionary upsurge on the Clyde which followed
tha First World War,

Besides his strupggle %o bring the ideas of marx-
ism to the workera of Scotland he gave an ex-

ample of personal courage and dedication that
provides an example for the new generation of
revolutionaries,

John Maclean will best be remembered for his
fight against the Pirst World War, The vind-
ictive treatment he received at the hands of
a reactionary government broke his health, tut
newvar for & sSecond weakened his resolve to

struggle to the end. The greatness of his in-

niques could be applied without the problems of old-
fashioned plants being a liability; the politieal
factors which meant that the traditional workers
organisations in Germany have been able to more
readily control the German working class in the
interests of capital; and the determination of U.3.
imperialism to bolster Germany up as a barrier to
the "spread of Communism®,

These factors are temporary and it can beconfidently
predicted that having reached its helght of expans-
ion German capitalism will lag behind, say,Japanese
or Italian capitalism in the nmot too distant future,
Then +the German papers will be full of stories of
how mich harder the Japanese or Italian workers toll
than their lagy German readers.

The reactions of the Labour leaders to this crisis
were very sad but very predictable. It just never
cccurred to them to take measures which would hasten
a soclal transformation of Britain., The reaction of
the Labour "lefts" ‘in rallying round the Governm-
ent in ®"its_hour of need" is even sadder and, one
mist now say, just as predictable. Real soclalists
would be glad that capitalism is in difficulties -
this makes it that much easier to explain to workers
why it is necessary to carry forward anti-capitalist
measures,

The British werking class have been tgold more times
than one can remember that they had to make sacrif-
ices to get the country on its feet. They heve, by
and large, responded: they have put up with the wage
freeze, the incomes policy and cuts in soclal spend-
ing, The result: British capitalism is still in
trouble and they are asked to take more. The latest
erisie and the attacks made on living standards must
be used to explain to wider and wider sections of
workers: Britain, in common with the rest of the
capitalist world, is rotten ripe for socialdsm. The
only way these attacks will cease is if you dothe
job of bringing that social change .abaut.

Revolutionary

ternationalist stand was specifically singled out
for praise by Lenin, and he was appointed the
first Soviet Consul in Britain,

It is unfortunate that until a short time ago
Maclean was forgotten and ignored by all but a
few people on the left, his name was used as an
ikon, tut there has been a dearth of factual
material on his 1life, and practically none of
his writings are available.

Now there has been a revival of interest, and a

vigorous John Maclean Socliety has been organ-
issd in Beotland. INTERNATIONAL welcomes this
development and wishes the society well. As

its contribution to this' revival INTERNATIONAL
intends shortly to publish a pamphlet containing
the text of Maclean's great speech at his 1518
sedition trial, in which he turned the court's
agcusations against the Government and the em-
ployers, We do this as a means of helping for-
ward the revolutionary movement of today and
gur contribution towards keeping alive the r
ory of a great working class fighter,



THE OBl
EGBUNA
CAMPAIGN

Connie Harris

Woen Obi Egbuna appears in court on November 25th for
the beginning of his trial, he and Pater Martin and
Gideon Dolo will already have spent four months in
Brixton Prison. Obi Egbuna has applied for bail four
times. Bach application has been refused. Theae
three black supporters of Black Power were arrested
on July 25 charged with uttering a writing threaten
-ing to kill police officers at Hyde Park. Two fur-
ther charges involving conspiracy and incitement hawe
gince been added.

The trial is expected to take a week to ten days and
will be an important one for socimiists to follow,
and particularly for the black immigrant communitiese
Socialists must not see the arrésts and trial of Obi
and his two co-defendents in isclation, but see them
in the context of the ever-incressing victimisation
of black immigrants. (The Nationel Coumcil of Civil
Iiberties 1s creating & register of complaints
againat the police and other officisls with the help
of 300 immigrant organisations).

A furore has been unleashed by all secticns of the
ruling class against Enoch Powell's most recent rac-
ialist speech. ©Can it be that the gentleman pitting
with +the all-white representation in the House of
Commons or the editorial boards of the ocapitalist
press really believe that Powell's spesch was wrong,
both from a factusl and ideological point of view ¥
Do they believe that the ideas of white aupremacy and
other racialist views expressed by Powell are wrong
and that he is in a minority of one in this country?
Wot at all. Most papers saw fit to print this speech
in full. Contrast this with the treatment given to
militant left-wing apeeshas- a couple of sentences
taken out of context snd usually sandwiched between
verbose, irrelevant remarks of journalists.) What
Enoch Fowell has put into words, is thought by many
gections of the ruling class. But right now they de
not believe it 1is in *heir interests to say 8o.
Powell can be dispwned for the time being but mean-

while he is Dbeing used as a vehicle for the most
reactionary and racialist views and serves the int-
ereats of the ruling clsss by appealing to the moat

backward and bigoted layers of society.

Fo matter what government is in power ina zapitalist
socliety, it seeks to keep the system intact by
hitting out at the working class through anti-labour
legislation, prices and incomes boards, it is useful
to have a scapegoat to chamnel the discontent of the
workers awsy from the class struggle.

"Iiyide and Rule™ Has always besn the policy of the
British ruling clasa., The ideoclogy of the British
Empire has left its scar on British working class mo-
vements; backwardness on race guestions amongat some
gections of the class has been strengthened by Wils-
cn's government passing the Immigration Act, prosec-
uting Michael X and using the Race Act against the
lef't.

The failure of the lLabour Government to provide dec-
ent housing for the mass of -the people, to prevent
unemployment and cut backs in social services, to
end the wage freeze while prices and profits soar,
has aided big business in using racialism to damp
down working class struggle.

Exploited twice over -- as workers in a capitalist
society end as a minority in that society, the black
immigrants have begun fo understand the necesaity to
organise themselves in order to struggle againat
their exploitation. It is precisely because they
understand this and are trying to organise themselves
that their activities will not go unnoticed by the
ruling clasa in society.

Wichael X was one of the first leaders of black mil-
itants he has’' spent a year in gaol. Obl Egbuna who
took on the leadership when Michael X was gaoled, 18
now up for trial on threes serious criminal charges.
To my mind, there is no doubt that much of the
tevidence! that will be presented by the prosecution
will have little bearing on the actual charges. The
intention will be to create an image that Obi and his
two codefondents are extremists both in ideclogy and
action. The point is well understood by all threedf
them- that is why they have disciplined themsalvea
not to react to the many provocations during their
detention in Brixton Prison.

How csn socislists help to see that these three black
militents get the fullest justice and that political
and racial prejudices are not permitted to determine
the oputcome of this trial ? A campaign for their def
-ence must be organised- it is the responsibility of
everyone who talks about the rights of minorities to
give more than lip service to this ideal.Facis about
the case mustbe publicised. Court proceedings must be
closely watched. Actions in support of Obi,Gideonan
Peter must be undertaken by all groups of the Labour
movement and individuals who are opposed to racialism.

THE BLAGK PANTHER PARTY.

A giant step forward for Afro-Americans

Bob Purdie

The Stars and Stripes, symbol of the world's might-
iest imperialist power, unfurl and flutter out over
the Olympic stadium, suddenly there is a swelling

roar from the crowd, a babel of anger and approval,
as two black gloved fists are raised in a salute of
pride and d=fiance,

\\ :

This 4ineident, blazing from the front pages of the
newspapers, brought home to millions of people in
gvery continent the extent of the hatred of black
Americans for the racialist society which has oppr=
gssed them for s¢ many bloody and weary decades,
But more than that, it showed also the growing in-
fluence of an organisaticn which has been the recip=
isnt of more viclent hatred, and more judicial vie=
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timisation than amy other radical movement in thepost
B8econd World War history of the United States, the
Black PFPanther Party. The clenched fist in a black
glove is their salute, More and more it can be seen
in the ghettoss of the big cities, along with the
uniform of a black beret, black leather jacket, and
a ullet on a chaln worn round the neck,

An analysis of the Black Panthers 1is useful for
marxists in this country since the Black Power move=
ment here 1is in its infancy, and, by examining the
expariasnges of the U.3, black struggle, we candraw
some conclusions which will help us to have a cor-
rect attitude and give assistance to the struggle
of black people here. In particular, such an exam-
ination is a good answer to those on the left who
see nothing positive in the Black Power movement.

When contrasted to the first attempts to organise
black people in the 1U.5. the Panthers are a very
positive development, Less than a decade ago Afro-
Americans mobilised on two levels, one politiecal,
which strove for a better deal inside American soc-
iety (the N.A,A.C.F. and similar movements), the
other, a religious one, which was for the rejection
of U.8. society by black people (the Nation of Is=
lam), Neither was a completely satisfactory instru-
ment for the black struggle. By peaceful moral cam—
paigning +the N.A.A.C.P. was able to achieve the in-
tegration of small sections of middle-class blacks
inte the system, while conditions for the masses of
ghetto poor got worse and worse. Om the other hand,
the Muslims achieved penuine results in overcoming
the effects of demoralisation among black people by
teaching them that they should be proud of being
black, and that it was possible for black people to
organise themselves without relying on white do-
gooders, Neither tactic could solve the long term
neads of black people since neither had an analysis
of the basic causes of the black people's oppress-
ion, The answer to this came from a leader of the
Muslime, one of Elija Mohammed's most trusted aides,
who laft after a disagreement over the assassination
of J,F, Kermedy.

During the short fifty weeks between nis break from
the Moslims and his death by an-assassim's bullet,
Malcolm X did more than any man before or sinceto
explain the reason for the black man's subject role
in +the nation he had helped to build, He had found
the answer in Africa. Travelling there to find out
about the black man's past, he discovered that his
present in Africa was subjection by imperialism,
Applying this lesson to America, he taught the black
people the necessity of linking themselwves with the
world-wide fight against imperialism, His untimely
death prevented him from uilding an organisation
capable of doing this,

Drawing on Malcolm X's  ideas, the experience of
£.8.C.C. and the cther black power organisations, the
Panthers have come out as a clear cut political org-
anisation with a programme of demands which deal
with the immediate problems of the black commnity:
demands for decent housing, for an end to the expl-
oitation of the ghetto by profitesring white
usinessmen, for control by black pecple of their
commnity, for control of education so that black
children are +taught the truth about their history
and are not conditioned to accept an inferior status
in society, and for an end to police brutality
against black people. On this latter problem the
Panthers have organised patrols of uniformed black
militants who can step in and deal with the racist

cops any time they start to victimise black peopls,
and it is this challenge to the power of the state
more than anything else that has earned them the
hatred of white establishment.

But abowe all the Panthers have come out for a soc-
1alist struggle against imperialism and capitalism,
and for building alliances with other oppressed
peoples within and without the U.S. HRepresentatives
of the Panthers have been warmly welcomed in Havana,
and the Panthers are enthusiastie about the achiewve=-
ments of the Cuban revelution.

In a copl, disciplined, determined way the Black
Panthers are setting about transforming the black
commnities into centres of struggle against all
that 4is rotten in American society. It is their
diseipline above all which frightens the U.5. ruling
class, The fact that the Panthers persmaded the
black communities of Oakland not to riot on the
night of Martin Luther King'smurder is mach more
menacing than a dozen cities going up in flames, be-
cause it dimplies a discipline which could overturn
them if it spreads widely enough.

The Black Fower movement in Britain has far to go,
but has learned a great deal already from the exper-
ience of the Afro - Americans. It would be a
strengthening factor if the 3ideas of the Black
Fanther Party took a firm root here.

There are some politiecal criticisms which supporters
of INTERNATIONAL would make of the Panthers: their
support for Fidel's mistaken line on the invasion of
Czechoslovakia, their call for a United Nations
sponsored plebisecite to determine the fate of the
Afro-American people, and their slection coalition
with the middle-class, liberal FPeace and Freedom
Party. We have no difficulty, hewever, in support-
ing their courageous fight for the advancement of
their black communities, and their placing of this
struggle in the context of the fight of the colonial
World against dmperialism, An examination of the
development of the black struggle in the U.5. can
leave us with no doubt that the Black Panther Party
represents a tremendous step forward for black Amer-
icans and for the world revolution.

T k
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“FREE HITEYT" Kathleen Chever addresses demonstratinn protesting from
of Rlack Panther leader Hoey Mewton July 15 in Oakland, (See p 8




The changing role of the University

Julian Atkinson

The initial role of the University in early capita-
list society was obvious: it was one of acting as a
mirsery for a new bourpeols elite. Tt dealt with
pure knowledge, progress in culturs and the tralning
of gentlemsn who were able to fill any post with
credit.

A contrary tendency was evident, however, from very
early on. A straw in the wind is a letter from the
physicist Flayfair to the Educational Administrator
ILord Tauton. It was written after the industrial
Paris Exhibition of 1867, where British industry had
failed lamentably 3in face of foreign opposition,
N"The one cause upon wnich there was most unanimity
of conviction," Flayfair wrote, "is that Franece,
Russia, Austria, Belgium and Switzerland, possass
good systems of industrial education for the masters
of factories and workshops, and that England posse-
sses none W

The process of welding the University into the econ-
omy was slow in Britain. The tempo was quicker in
the T.5.8. and, by the turn of the century, Thors-
tein Teblen saw the university as a corporate struc-
tore in process of adaption into industrial socie-
ty. He polemicised wigorcusly against "the cond=-
uet of businessmen® and their "perversion.of schol-
arly valuss by the predatory ethics of business."

The second world war firmly established the correla-
tion between economle progress and higher education:
both as research and training establishments, The
sociologist, Drucker, raised no eyebrows when he
boldly stated: T™the highly educated man has become
the central resource of today's society, the supply
of such menis a true measureof its economic, military
and even of its politiecal potentisl.® The point was
taken in the Robbins Heport, whers it was accepted
that its fine and very liberal aims for sducation
were all underpinned by the need to inerease produc-
tivity.

It is instructive to examine the educational system
of the U.5.4. In very broad terms, it is reascnable
to accept that this system is a model that the Brit-
ish system will attempt to approach. They hawve car-
ried through their explosive growth in higher educa-
tion in a way that is just being initiated in Brit-
sin, In the U.,8.A., the percentage of 18-21 year
plds in higher education was L in 1900, This has
risen to approximately 15% in the 1960's., The role
of higher education as a rursery for a bourgeols
glite has been overlaid by a far broader function:
that of a mass training scheme for the emergent
technological soclety.

Opa further set of statistics is necessary to com-
rlete the argument. This relates to the cost of
cducation in the U.8.A. In 1500, the human capital
walus of the labour force was 22% of all productive
sapital, In 1957, this had risen to L2%. Education
iz now the major form of inwvestment in the modern
seonomy. It is this changing role of education that
has been responsible for the wave of student protest
in the advancedcapitalist countries, for this proc-
sss has brought with it a series of contradictioms
arid political overheads.

EFE growth in higher education, -especially in Brit-

ain, has to be worked for. After decasesof delibera-
tely curtailing educational opportunities for the
working class, & mobilisation of this "pool of tal-
ent™ has to be carried through, The old hierarchyof
status in the educatiomal system will be the neces-
sary casualty in this process. (This explains the
fondness of many social democrats for comprehensives
and their antagonism to public schocls.) A whole
new democratic rhetoric of equality of opportunity
will have to be sounded to destroy the deference of
working class students and to make them at home in
the educational system. In contradiction to this
new fostered ethos comes the grading function of the
University. Selection becomes increasingly resented
by the students and the exam system is challenged,
This centradiction 31s not easilyresolvible for—the
foopling-out function® of +the Tniveraity and the
consequent drop-outs it produces is inherent in the
class soclety the University ssrves.

A further problem that capitalism faces is the size
of the bill for education. The wnwillingness of
capitalism to foot this cost leads to two results:
there is a permanent under-productionof skilled man-
power; at every turn capitalism tries to force the
student to finance his own education. This constant
kite-flying for student loans has to be seen
in this light. The latent approach, produced by the
Fabian, Howard Gloucester, is for a progressive tax
on all graduates. The economics and skimping are
most obvious in colleges of education which suffer
under the Cox and Box system, The net result of
these strategies 1is, more and more, to impose a
trade union consciousness among students.

The curricula of universitycourses similiarly refle-
et tha contradictions within the system. On the
one hand, the economy demands more highly educated
workers who are capable of creativity and personal
initiative; on the other, capitalism is afraid of
producing workers who will challenge the divisions
of labour and the division of power., This is notan
over-statement of the case, as consideration of the
Cornmarket Careers Centre Survey shows. This survey
found that 36% of firms would not employ student
protesters. It was felt, particularly by small
firms, that the concern could not absorb independent
or outspoken personalities., The jobs available far
graduates are not those of top management but rather
of highly skilled workers. Trained and articulate
men are produced for tobtally unsatisfying jobs. It
i= this awareness of the incompatibility of capital-
ism with luman satisfaction that has entered the
student consciousnass.

The answer of capitalism to the threat of education
is specialisation, The sclences are made crudely
utilitarian and vocational, while ths humanitles are
emasculated into abstract disciplines, The product
hoped for is a specialist: an expert In his own
field and ignorant in any other; a fragmented, non-
social and nonPolitical conscienticus nom-objector -
theory is ignored in favour of empiricism, micro-
analysis and methodology. And the students hate it
ard demand control over their own curricula,

As the universitiss increase in size and in function
they are forced to adopt a further aim: the social-
isation of their students, It has always been a job
of colleges of esducation to "gentle the masses™ and
hence the stress on formal dinners, etc., where the




aspirants to middle-class values could be taught how
to eat, The universities, th their widened entr-
ance, now have to do the same. Discipline becomesan
important watch word in training the students to
accept the saddle of a class society. The students
then fight back apainst petty restrictions for con-
trol of halls of residence and their union buildings
ete, Thus a further contradiction is introduced
inte the educational system.

Cne further aspect of the new university and the new
student militant remains to be explored. The strug-
gla of the students is directly against neo-capital-

ist plamming. They are the victims or the "genercs-
ity®™ of neo-capitalism's educational provision and,
therefore, many activists are produced who are immu

nised with regard to neo-capitalist ideology. This
is hipgh-lighted when the orthodoxies of the labour
movement, both sncial-democratic and stalinist, have
surrendered to this ideology of "planning?,

Isolated from the reformists large sections of the
student militants grope their way to a revolution-
ary consciousness. The need for capitalism to prod-
uce skilled workers may lead to the production of
skilled revolutionaries.

THE RSSF CONFERENCE

PERSPECTIVES FOR A REVOLUTIONARY
STUDENT MOVEMENT

. ¥
Murray Smith
Now that the second conference of the RSSF has taken
place, let us try to assess what was achieved there,
and where the revolutionary student movement goes
from here,

First of all, the reformist element in British stud-
ent politics (the advocates of reform within the
system, of Mparticipation®) was not present in any
significant force. That in itself is a healthy day-
elopment. The conference was united on the peint
that stodents could not achieve their aims within
the capitalist system, or without uniting with the
working class to smash that system, Yet there was a
clear split on two decisive, and linked, questions,
Firstly, how can the mass of students be won to a
revolutionary sccialist pesition; and secondly, how
do students unite with workers?

The question of how to develop a programme which can
mobilise large mumbers of students in opposition to
the educational system, and to the whole system of
capitalism, is the most crucial one for revelutionary
students., A minority at the conference (somewhat
less than one-third) put forward what was in my
opinion a most un-marxist view, though they loudly
proclaimed their marxism, Starting from the (cor-
rect) standpoint that student strugglesare doomed to
defeat unless linked to the struggle of the working
class, they proceeded to condemn struggles for stud-
ent demands as essentially reformist, and counter-
posed the perspective that students eould be wonto
revolutionary pelitics by a combination of socialist
propaganda and involvement in workesrs' strugglcs and
anti-imperialist movements (e.g. Vietnam solidarity)
;ﬂhf'-% is, struggles of which they are not organically

The majority viewpoint, on the contrary, was that
students can only be mobilised IN LARGE NUMEERS on
demands related to their environment - demands for
revolutionary change in the structure of higher edu-
cation and its function in soclety, and, above all,
control of their education. Such demands must be of
a kind which ean mobilise tens of thousands of stud-
ents, but which cannot be granted within capitalism
= that is, THANSITIONAL DEMANDS, In the course of
fighting for such demands, students can begin to

understand +the nature of the educatiom system and
its role in capitalist society; and be won to a
revolutlonary socialist position, In the course of
sucha struggle, universities and colleges can become
"red bases®- centres of copposition to the capitalist
system, apd from there, IN AN ORGANISED WAY, not
Jjust as individuals, students fan unite with workers
in anti-ecapitalist struggles.

The political manifesto adopted, while clearly com-
mitting RBSFto fight for the overthrow of capitalism
and its replacement with workers! power, and to edu-
cate its members as revolutlonary seocialists, made
it clgar that RSSF's immediate perspective was to
mobilise students on the Action Programme for stud-
ent power adopted on the first dayof the conference,
The adoptior of +the Action Programme was themost
important decision of the conference, and provides a
framework within which RSEF can lend struggles in
every educational institution involving really large
mumbers of students, and becomea real mass movement.
It incorporates the following six peoints:

(1) all power to the general assembly of students,
staff and workers - one man, one vote on the campus;
f?g abolition of all exams and grading;

{3) full democrscy in access to higher educationj
(L) an end to bourgeois ideclogy - masquerading as
education - in courses and lectures;

(5) abolition of all inelmality between institutions
of higher education- against hierarchy and privilege;
(6) treak the authority of union bureaucracies -
institute mass democracy.

The conference adopted a decentralised constitution.
The main function of the national committee {entire-
ly elected from the localities) will be to co-
ordinate and provide information to the local sect-
ions, This was undoubtedly a correct decision at
this time (though not an irreversible one, in my
opinion), Given the present fairly weak state of
most local organisations, any attempt to impose a
political line from the centre could have led to
seripus fragmentation., The main task for revolut-
ionary students now 1is to build mass bases in the
localities ¢n the basis of the action programme, so
that the next RSSF conference in March, 1969, is
representative of a large and viable revolutionary
student movement. The prospects for building such a
movement are excellent,.
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ASPECTS OF MAR.

PAT JORDAN

The continued evolution of the Labour Government
to the right has destroyed in moat thinking
people's _minds the illusion that +the Labour
Party can be an instrument of social reform, let
alone of socialism. The complete failure of the
left wing of the labour Party to prevent this evo-
lution or even put up a serious fight against it has
dealt a severe blow to the idea, held at one time by
thousands of activiets, that a mass left wing inmide
the Labour Party would emerge to become a focus for
an anti-capitelist struggle. The trade wunion
leaders have, by and large, become either accom-
plices in Wilson's endeavours to cut the stand-
ards of the British workers or have, at beat,
offered only partial and sectional oppoeition to
the Government's right wing policies.

In a period when it should have made great gains,
the Communist Party has declined and is racked
by internal dissension. The macist groups which
left in response to its rightward evolution have
= in the main - proven to be completely sterile.
The largest non-social democratic, non-stalinist
organisation on the 1left, the Socialist Labour
League, has gone off, drunk with self-righteous
sectarianism, into +the wildermesa., It aecems to
have set itself the target of becoming the W.H.
Bmith of +the left. Thus, in a few years, all
the major and traditional workera' organisations
in PBritain have become discredited in the eyea
of most militants and activists.

Thia situation has demoralised and disoriented
thousands of rank and file sociaslists and would
have engendered a historic defeat for the Brit-
ish working c¢lasa but fer one factor: it coincid-
el with an upsurge of youth militancy and the
growth of a large anti-imperialist solidarity
movement. This, in #turn, can be gsaid to be the
reflection of the world revolutionary process
within the boundaries of Britain.

This new movement is as yet unstructured, largely
because it has developed outaside +the framework
of +the +traditional workers' organisations, but
it has  certain wvery healthy featuress it ia
profoundly anti-reformist (because of the axper-
jemce of +the Labour OCovernmment); it is anti-
atalinist (becsuse of the general orisis of
stalinism and the failure of the CP to take the
solidarity position gnd organise meaningful
opposition to the GCovernmment's policies); and
anti-gectarisn (because it haa been repelled by
the antica of the BSLL, maciatas and certain other
gmall groups). Large numbers of * this new youth
vanguard consider themselves revolutionaries -
apart from a strong anarchist wing, nearly all
the revolutionary minded jyouth are adherents of
one or other school of marxiem. There is =&
growing thirst for organisation, which in the
firset instance has been met mostly by people
joaning VSC. However, the limitations of VSC's
single-issue nature scon becomes apparent,

The conjuncture of the discrediting of the
traditional workers' organisations with thea rise
of this new youth vanguard presents those who

see the bullding of a revolutionary party as an
urgent task with both huge possibilities and
difficult problems,

It ocan be said that the objective conditiona
exiet now for the building of such a party and
that new forces needed for such a party are comingon
the scene. On the other hand, there does not existsa
marxist organisation with the authority for sll
these young revolutionariea ¢o join. The gquest-
ion of marxist wnity must be seen in thia light.

THO ASPECTS OF UNITY

There are two distinct aides to this question of
unity which, whilst they are intrinsically link-
ed in the totality of the process of building a
revolutionary party, have features of their owmn
and are beat separated for purpose of discussion.
They are the building of united sction committees
(to ensure unity in action before unity of org-
anisation has been achieved) and the actual
problem of building a united marxist revolution-
ary movement, the vangusrd party.

The gqueation of elaborating ways in which marx-
igts can work together in united action committ-
ees is one imposed upon us by events. Ideally,
the job of, say, defending the Vietnamese revol=-
ution in a country like Britain should be done
through a workeras!' mited front, consisting
basioally of the mass organisationa of the work-
ing clasa. However, none of the mass organisat=
iona or, for that matter, the relatively large
left organisations has lived up +to its response=-
ibilities, Thus the task has to be undertaken
by 8mall marxist groupa,. This duty cannot be
dodged, mnot can it wait until  full ity is
achieved.

Tnder these circumstances,
marxiasts to fight gegtarianism and to dreate
united front +type organs of struggle. After
having worked out a set of demands, which should
ba & simple as possible without giving an inch
on  principle, they sheuld bring together all
those who will work for thie 8et .of demands,
regardless of other differences. Having assemb-
led enough forces +to ensure sufficient people
for meaningful activity they are then in a pos=-
ition to move on tothe next stage of pu?ting
pressure on the larger and +{raditional workers
organisations by mass mobilisationa. In this
way whole organisations can be forced +tochange
their political position.

it 4is dimperative for

The Vietnam Solidarity Campaign is & model for
thia type of activity. Pirst grouping together
& number of emall groupa, then concentrating on
mass mobilisationa and, incidentally, on the
way forecing many organisations to change their
position) it now has the possibility of winning
large asections of the Labour movement to the
aolidarity position. Heedlesa to say, i1t could
not have even begun this procegs had the marx-
iate who initiated it demanded full programmatic
agreement before united action. The wery simpl-
icity of itse demands enabled V3C to embrace very
diverse trends. Thisa non-sectarian epproach



(IST UNITY

made it possible +to appeal +to thousands of
unorganised young people who were alienated from
existing organisations.

"URFRINCIPLED COMBINATIONS"

But, says a very learned expert on dialecties,
thie ies an unprincipled combination; the V3C
does not agree on the class nature of the Soviet
Union; it even appeals %o Liberals and left-wing
Catholics. Doctor Slaughter who, despite his
vast lknowledge of dialectical reasoning (see his
writinge on Lenin's Philosophical Notebooks in
LABOUR FHEVIEW)  approaches all queations, like
most sectarians, from the point of view of formal
logic. He applies simple formulas regardleas
of time and circumstance. For him any agree-
ment to work +together by people with political
differences is unprincipled.

It is to be wondered what Dr. Slaughter would hawve
made of Marx's collsboration with Weston (an
eccentric Owenite industrialist) and Ogden (in
eggente a mouthpiece for libersl influencee on the

British workers' movement) had he been around in the
days of +the First International. M¥mrx sat with
these gentlemen on the General Council of that body
for a long period. (See Documents of the Pirst
International, published by Léwrence and Wishart din
five wvolumes). Or what our dislectical Cliff would
have thought of Lenin's insistence upcn working with
closely with Pather Gapon din the early monthe of
1905. This collaboration went as far as trying to
arrange the shipment of arms to Russian workers amnd
peasants in revelt. Father Gapon was known to be
responsible for leaving the workers to be massacred
on "Bloody BSunday", when he took them to present a
petition to the Tear.* Or to take a more recent
example, what about Trotsky's collaboration with the
bourgeois membera of the Dewey Commission. We think
that the history of the marxist movement ia full of
exanplea . of Dr. Slaughter's "unprincipled combinate
ionsg",

The theories that the BLL put forward to justify
their non-participation in the VSC and the mass
mobilisations are terribly similar to those put
forward by +the atalinist communist parties in the
"third period". Trotsky wrote a whole book, GERMANY
WHAT NEXT, polemicising against the theory of the
"united front from below". The refusal of the
German Communist Party to work for a united fromt
with the German BSocial Democratic Party againast
Nazism materially helped the rise to power of Hitler
- wrong dideas and theories can have a terrible
consequanae.

PROBLEMS OF BUILDING THE PARTY

However, the verr succesa of the Vietnam Solidarity
Campaign has helped to ereate misunderstanding and
confusion about the second aspect which I wish to
cover; that of the actusl regrouping of marxists and
the building of a vanguard party. There are some
people who think that it is possible to directly
transfer the methods and the successes of the V3C in
building a eingle-issue campaign, with a minimum

* Bee Krupekaya's "Memories of lenin" (the early ed-
ition, before the staliniéts rewrote it) for a very
graphie account of this pericd

programme, intoc the field of building the vanguard
party.

Most marxists in Britain accept the need snd urgency
of building such a party. Most of them, indeed, are
disciples of lenin, who made the greatest contribut-
ion to the theory of building the vanguard party. We
should study what Lenin wrote on this subject and
gee to what extent it can be applied to present
conditions in Britain.

The most common myth on the left about Lenin's appr-
oach to building the vanguard party is that he put
forward a atandard set of formules to be applied in
all situations. The +truth is wvery different. The
main characteriatic of Lenin's approach was his
flexibility and concrete application of basic ideas.

It was the same Lenin who was prepared to split the
Russian Social Democratic Labour Party in 1903 over
a few words in the conditions of membership (see
Lenin's Collected Works, volume 2) who in November
of 1905 called for hundreds and thousands of 'workers
to join the party. (See "The Reorganisation of the
Party" Selected Works, volume 5.) He polemicised
fiercely against the idea that the party would be
watered down by hundreds of new members joining at
that time. He argued for the dissolving of the
Bolshevik faction and pointed out that workers were
repelled by the aplit.

However, in 1922, under completely different circum-
stances, Lenin, in a note to Molotov about proposals
for new conditions of membership of the party, argued
for a probationary period of 18 months for work-
erg unless they had worked ina large industrisl ent=-
erprise for at least 10 years]l Hia ideas about admit-
ting peasants and Red Army men were even stricter -
he suggested two years in their case. All others,
he said should have & probation period of 3 years.
(see Lenin's Selessed Works, volume 9.)

Lemin insisted upon the neceasity of splitting the
international workers movement into two camps when
the third internstional was formed, he waged war
upon those who wanted to retain unityof the ?nd and
jrd internaticnals, such as the gentlemen of the sa-
called 2% internmational. But this did not stop him
from supporting the line of Troteky's "Thesis on the
United Front" written for the Pebruary, 1922, plenum
of the Executive Committee of the Cominterm, which
argiued for united action.

This very brief and incomplete survey of some of the
positions held by Lenin at various times give an
indication of the richnessof his theory and practice
of the vanguard party.

However, there is one thread of thought which is
commonn to everything Lenin wrote, said and did in
relation to the vanguard party: the need for well-
defined party principles, namely, programme, tactic-
al resolutions, organisational firmmess and exper-
ience, and discipline. Even when, in 1905, he called
for hundreds and thousands of workera to be brought
inte the party he did so on the baais that these
party prineciples had been hammered out and provided
e framework around which the huge mumber of new
membera could be structured, His strictures about
the conditions of party membership in 1922 were
motivated by & fear that now the CPSU was the Gover-
neent party thousands of opportunists would entar
and undermine these party principles,

This approach of

Lenin's is especially applicable



to our present situation. Those who wish to build
the vanguard party in Britein today have the special
problem of defending the theory of the Leniniat
party. This is because of the special features of
the situation whichI have outlined before. The revol-
utionary youth have many fine features: their hatred
of social democracy and stalinism, their rejection
of reformism and the parlismentary road to sceialism,
their internationalism and anti-sectarianism, to
name buta few. However, a very high proportionof them
have acquired one very mistaken idea: the equation
af organisation and discipline with bureaucracy. There
is mistrust of the wvery notion of any formal organ-
isation at all, let alone the concept of a discipli-
ned democratic centralist party.

This is wery easy to understand: the revolutionary
youth have through their own experience come to
identify orgenisation and the call for discipline
with the bureaucracy of staliniam and social dempcr-
acy and the antics of the sectarian groups. This
feeling must be understood and sympathised with.
Any tendency for older marxists to merely lecture
the young revolutionaries on this guestion will be
gounter-productive. In the last  .analysis only
practice will [inally deal a death blow to thia
theory.

One aspect of the democratic centralist party which
must be explaoined time and time again ia the rightof
tendencies to organise for the propagation of their
viewa. This feature alone should go a long way to
re-egtabligh the authority and prestige of Bolshevik
norms of organisation.

However, the wvery last thing we should do is to go
along with these ideass or ignore them. That would
be & perversion of the whole function of marxists
who are endegvouring to lay the basis for building
the revelutionary party.

The rolea of the  vanguard party is to act as the
memory of the class; to gemeralise from previous
class experiences - defeats and victories - and to
formulate these generslisations into a living body

of theory to guide the oclasss in new struggles. In
the absence of a revolutionary party this duty, of
necesgaity, falls to the marxiat groups, despite
their limitations. This duty is of extreme import-
ance exactly when new and inexperienced forces sare
coming on the scene. Unless there is an instrument for
this the class will be doomed to repeat the same old
mistakes time and time again. That is why today the
marxist groups mst defend the theory of the van-
guard party above all else in thia mileu.

CRISIS OF LEADERSHTP

We need t6 explain time and time again the basio
character of the epoch we live in: that it is aper-
iod when the world is rotten ripe for socialism, when
the alternative to socialism ia nuclear disaster;
that because of +this it is an epoch of continuous
erisis with revolutionary situations burating upon
us one after the other; and that the misaing factor
which has prevented these many revolutionmary situat-
ions from being consumated is the absence of lead-
ership, i.e., the revolutionary party.

We live in the era of a generalised crisis of lead-
ership of the working clasa movement - Pramce is the
cleareat possible example of thia. All the condi-
tiona were present for a successful workera' revelt
in that ceuntry earlier this year except one: the
existence of leadership which could have given the
French workers a revolutionary strategy for the sei-

10

zure of power.

But we need to define all this in more precise terms.

Many will agree that we need a revolutionary —party
tut do not necessarily mean a vanguard party.

It dis mot just a guestion of having an organipation
to coordinate activities or to initiate lamge-scale
campaigna. It is one of having a party, flexible in
tactica but absolutely firm in organisation, which
can, whena revolutionary situation ocours make a bid
for power. The discussion-club type orgenisation
would be paralysed in this situation. A vanguard
party must be especially disciplined in a revolut-
ionary situation; 41t must be remembered that it is
exactly in such situations that the greatest differ-
ences about tactiecs will ccour. A party unable to
ensurs united action despite these differences will
not be able to lead a movement which will take power
from the capitalist class.

A revolutionary party must have a sense of timing so
that it acta a8 one man. It myst have a sensitivity
to the moods of the messes and have a delicate under-
standing 1f the relationship of clasd forces at any
given time. Otherwise it will fall prey to errors
both "right" and "left".

YEARS OF THAINIRG '

Put these characteristics do not fall from the skies
- nor do they come from reading books. They can
only be achieved by a long process of training in
methods and approach. They can only come with a
continuous struggle againat subjectiviem and impres-
sionism. That is why it is necessary for the small
groupa right from the very moment of their inception
to satruggle for these methods and incorporate them
into their body of experience and traditionm,

It is with all this in mind that we must view the
actualities of the process of building the revolut-
ionary movement in 3Britain today and the related
problem of marxist unity in its fullest sense. Every

‘move and proposal for unity must be measured by the

yardstick: does it further the building of thie type
of organisation or would it hinder it? Attempts to
gidestep this gquestion are harmful. Endeavours te
build wvery quickly by ignoring these guestiona will
rebound upon those carrying out the experiment.. Any
proposal to +take advantage of the existence of the
large number of revolutionary youth by throwing
aside the concept of having a clearly defined pro-
gramme, firm organisational principles and a commit-

‘ment to discipline is a step back and will prove a

hindrance to the job of building a vanguard party.
It might seem that temporary advantages will be
gained but the inevitable outcome will be a period
of splits and idoelogical disarray.

The time to open the party o hundreds and thousands
is when large mumbers of workers are being revoluti-
onised and an organisation already exists in which
these party principles are firmly established. That
was the situation which existed when lenin made his
call in 1905, This is not the situation in Brdi tain
today.

The large mumbers of revolutionary youth will come
together in united action committees immediately. A
good number of them will join one or other of the
revolutionary groups. But those who counterpose the
immediate fusion of existing organisations to the
creation of instruments of unity in sction are dam-

ag‘ing both the prospects for united sction and the
possibilities of fusion in foture.

-



The VSC has served (and will serve) an important but
limited function in all this. The RSSF can serve &
bigger one. Revolutionary marxists should work to
create a liaison committee which could initiate
further united action committees as need and oppor-
tunity arises. They should argue the case for the
revelutionary party and thrash out a complete ideo-
logical basis for fusion which ensured the building
of party principlea. All this requires patience as
well as a sense of urgency. One thing is very clear
= it wounld be criminal if the modest gains made for

united action via the Vietnam work, etc., were wiped
out by sectarianism of any kind.

Thousands of new revolutionaries have come on to the

scene; there is tremendous intereat in theory and
organisation, there is & will to fight and win, and
there is =a general international situation which

radicalisation. If we atick to
the proapects of unity are very

favouras further
party principles
good.

LESSON of OCTOBER 27

Ernie Tate

The October 27th mobilisation agsinst the Vietnam
war has been the most successful in Britain until
now, It was not only important in terms of size; in
bringing into activity more people than ever before,
and in reaching new layers of support forVietnam pr-
otest activity, btut it was a tremendous expressionof
solidaritywith the Vietnamese revoluticnaries, Alth-
cugh the organisers of the demonstratiocn, the &d Hoc
Committee, hoped that between 50,000 and 100,000 wo-
uld turn cut, they were as surprised as amyone byits
immensity. October 27 should be seen in the context
of a mass radicalisation begimning in Britain, the
firet mass street action apgainst the Labour Govern=
ment,

Not everyone agrees with this assessment. At the
November § Nationzl Council meeting of the Vietnam
8olidarity Campaign, contrary to what one would have
expected,, not all who helped to organise the demon-
stration were so enthusaistic, Several actions taken
at the poorly attended Council meeting indiecate there
is considershie —ecemfusion on the effectiveness of
mass demonstrations, A resolution was carried, with
a few minor amendments, which expressed sympathy
with another,# emanating from Liverpool, which had
expressed sharp criticism of the march erganisers,
In addition, there was strong support for organisat-
ional changes in the structure of VBC which, if imp-
lemented, would effectively transform VSC froma
single-issue organisation, primarily concerned with
Vietnam, into a mlti-issue organisation. In my
opinion, a fourth-rate version of the Committee of
100 or some type of political party (with an unspec-
ified programme), the proposers not being at all
clsar what they envisage. y

In themselves, these actions would be cause far
alarm, but coming in conjunction with attempts to
abandon the affiliation clause in the comstitution
whereby +trade unions, etc., can come inte VSC; anda
froposed abandonment of the ad hoc committes tech-
nique for organising mass actlons, used so success-
fully by VSC over the past year; this reveals a dan-
ger for V8C's existence, There is a possibility of
it being bypassed and the valuable ground it has won
on the Vietnam protest front being irrevocably lost.

But primarily, these moves indicate a very real sec-
tarian blindness in assessing the recent massaction.
Perhaps it is only "post-demonstration depression"
saffered by people whose only political activity 1ls
around the Vietnam issue. For one reason or ancther

# The Liverpool resolution itself was not passed.ie
the latest VSC Bulletin for relevant texts.

they are umwilling to join any of the existinggroups
which make up VSC, but instead want to change V&C
into something more suitable to their own individual
requirements {again unstated)., In the forthcoming
issues of INTERNATI(MAL we will be returning to this
guestien in preparation for the coming national con-
ference of VSC, but mearwhile it is necessary to mark
out what we think was achieved on October 27th,

1) The most singularly striking feature of the Oct-
pober 27th demonstration was its sheer massivencss.
Estimates are that it was well over 1C0,000. It was
this characteristic which determined everything .
Confronted with such a mass of Mumanity, it was imp-
os=ible for the police to impose their will. Right
up to the time of the demonstration, pelice offic-
isls stubbornly refused to acquiesce to requests to
permit the full use of the streets without hindrance
and not to break up the demenstration at traffic
lights, etc. But on the day of the demonstration,
the state was wisibly forced to relent, The 7,000
police who were called in for the action, were in the
main hidden from sight. True, the retreat by thepo-
lice was done in typlesl British ruling class styls,
making a virtue cut of necessity (what else shouldwe
expect?), tut one had enly to be on thedemonstration
to realise that everyone understood - especially the
police - that if any attempt had been made to inter-
fere with the march, there would have been activere-
sistance. The deronstrators were on the streets, im-
posing their will, confident they ecouldn’t be pushed
around,

?) Programmatically the demonstration was very adv-
anced, It celled for +the victory of the National
liberation Front and the Tietnamese revelution, In
the past, the "official® peace movement and the Com=
mnist Party have maintained that these loganswould
isolate the Vietnam protest movemsnt, The programme
should also be especially noted by those who demago-
gically insist that there is no difference between
the October 27th action and the Baster marches of
CHD. Can anyone imagine CND coming down four-
square on the side of a revolution? On that fact
alone, the march demonsirates that important changes
are taking place in the pattern of British politics:
Not =ince the Russian revolution has there been such

a massive anti-imperialist orposition in the
country,
3) The demonstration, although its largest social

component. was students, nevertheless was the largest
runofficial™ working class demonstration to oceur in
Britain in a decade. It is only an estimation, but
we judge that from 30-LC per cent. was workingclass,
with the bulk being youth, There were also a consi-

derable number of mature trade unionists out. Many
voluntarily came forward or. the day to help witk the
mary practical tasks of organisation - without them,
affair would have been chaos at times,

the whole




what with the attempts by the macists of the British

Vietnam Solidarity Front to divert the march and

seyeral provocations by ultra-right elements.Surely
this latter factor alone must cast in the

minds of all those who have maintained all along

that it is impossible to obtain mass support on an

issue which would not appear of immediate interest

to workers, such as wage increases or rents, Will

the argument now be that the issue is not that vital

- 8o therefore it is of no significance?

l4) The mobilisation becams transformed from being
just a Vietnam protest action into being a gemeral

anti-labour Oovernment, anti-capitalist manifestat-

jon. This was clearly seen in the multitude of

slogans seen on the march, This was ensured by the

combined role the Government, the big business press

and the police played in doing all in their power in
the weeks leading up to the demonstration, to isclate

the grganisers and scare away potential support. All
organs of the establishment were brought inte play.

411 the major national newspapers; Callaghan, who

spoke for the Covernment; the heads of the police; and

every fourth rate 1ittle hack pelitician, made itas
plain as day, that all citizens should avoid the

demonstration and shouldn't even come to watch, Cars

and vwehicles entering London, driven by amyone who
locked under thirty years of age were stopped and
searched by the police: the message was clear: young

people were suspect. Yet rather than isclate and

make ineffective the demonstration, these measures

only succeeded in having an opposite effect of gat-

hering mass suppert. For many who came out, it was

gimply an expression of solidarity with the organ-

isers over the right to demonstrate, a question posed
because of the reaction of the authorities.

5) The demonstration was organised and led by a co-
alition of avowed marxist organisations and individ-
ual revolutionariss, generally representing a broad
spectrum of the extreme left in Britain, and who
refused for one moment to conceal thelr identity,

Unlike the CND, which was led by a bunch of prea-
chers, etc., behind whom hid the Communist Farty and
other slements, this time everyone was out under his

gwn name and bammer, Basing themselves on the

prineiple of non-exclusion, they sought to tuilda
unity of all those who accepted the basic slogans of
the march in an ad hoc committee, especially constr-
ucted for the single action. They managed for the
first time in British politics to wina mass audience.
Bearing in mind the right sense of proportion, this
experience is similar to the May and June events in

raris wWnen tne so-called "groupuscules® won a mass
awiience for their ideas in competition with the
Communist Farty.

£) The October 27th mobilisatiom shows that the hald
of the mass organisations of the working class, esp-
ecially the Labour Party, has begun to be loosensd,
This began last October 22nd and can be seen &8 the
logical consequence of Zour years of betrayals. In
previous periods, during the CND experience, for
instance, many lef+ leadsrs in the Labour Partyfound
it advantageous to plac: themselves at its head and
use it as a pressure for their parliamentary actions.
In this insts ce, the parliamentary lefts were by-
passed - inst ~d of the title of MP being an asset
in winning popr'ar support, it is now a liability
among +the young militants because of its general
assoociation with betrayals. One can now safely say
that there is now the begimmings of an evtre-marlia-
mentary opposition in the country.

7) Mass mobilisations as a weapon to be used by the
working class, can assume, in the near future, its
historical place in the class struggle. October 2Tth
set a powerful example for all those sectiens of the
working eclass who have grievances against thesystem,
Mass action is a pre-condition for soclal revelution
and the overthrow of capitalism., It reawakens in
the working class a sense and realisation of its owm
strength and solidarity, and thereby the weaknessof
the ruling class and the captialist state, If small
leftist organisations with very small rescurces can
succeed in pulling out masses of people against the
Government, on what could be termed a relatively
abstract gquestion, and in addition impose their will
and force the capitalist state to retreat, then what
excuse can we accept from trade union bureaucrats,
whe with all thelr organisational and finaneial res-
ources, do not struggle against the Government?
Already the question is being asked in working class
circles. At the last conference of the women's
campaign for equal rights held in London, the OCctober
27th action was referred to as an excellent model to
help to achieve their ands, =S,

In the days ahead, the need is not to fritter away
the gains of October 27th in fragmented activities
over diverse dissues, but to concentrate all forces
of the campaign in a drive to force the Government
to allow representatives of the National Liberation
Front into Britain, and force it to retreat from its
complicity in the Vietnam war. Discussion must now
begin on how that campaign will go forward, but it
can only go forward if we understand the big victory

ﬁj‘ was achisved oo ﬁtuher ‘EIthl

A NEW MOOD AMONG TEAGHERS?

Jane Jones

The +teaching profession in England is not usually
renowned for its militancy. On 16th November, 1968,
it was announced that the membershipof the N.U.T. had
turned down affiliation to the T.U.C. in spite of a
recommendation to do otherwise by their leadership.
On tha whole the image is ons of 'old women of both
gsaxes' dedicated, they believe to the pupils, or
frighteningly cynical, with no understanding of the
contradictions inherent 4in the system of educatlion
in this society. There does, however, seem {0 ba a
new mood among teachers, particularly among those
who have recently come from collepges and univers-
itiss, There is 1little information in thenationmal
press or even in the left wing press about teachers
and their working conditions and pay, as distinct
from educational gquestions. We felt, therefore, it
would be worthwhile to consider some of the factors
influencing teachers at present.,

Firstly tmnere 18 general discontent in the staffl
rooms because of Government cuts and their effect on
staffing quotas and uilding programmes. All these
obvigusly add to the strain of the job. OCther poss-
ible factors creating tensions are authoritarian
heads, and antiguated teaching metheds of other
gtaff, But there is, we believe, a second deeper
reason for this discontent, often neot understood by
the teachers themselves: +the fundamental contradic-
tion betwesn their aims as 'educators' and the dem-
ands of socisty for 'batches! of technocrats as well
as 'the hewers of. wood and drawers of water!, (We
hope to submit an article on this theme later.).

During recent months pgeneral discontent has been
exacerbated. There was a slight improvement in the
conditions of work when the clause in the 19Ll Educ~-
ation Act, which enabled teachers to be compelled to
supervise pupils during lunch break, was repsaled,
There has been some confusion over this and many



teachers still feel duty-bound to do this arduous
task, Secondly many authorities are economising by
cotting down on part-time staff- posslbly full-time
too after the most recent announcements. It has
been rumoursd +that some newly qualified teachers
were unable to find jobs at the begimming of this
academic year, The teachers lmow we don't have too

many teachers.

Every two years, on average, 3 new pay award is neg-
ptiated for teachers, This is negotiated through
the Burnham Committes, comprised of representatives
from the local authorities and the various teachers
unions, of which the N.U,T, is the largest and most
comprehensive. ne of the N,U.T.'s priorities is
to raise the basic seale of payment from £800 p.a.to
£,500 p.a. up to £9%00 to £,700, a rather large
inerease for the Prices and Incomes Board to stomach
avan if the loecal authorities would pay. Up to now
they seem to be ignoring the politiecal implications
of this, At any stage either of the parties can dec-
lare that deadlock has been reached and appeal thro-
ugh the chair for arbitration, If the chairmanagrees
nominees are put forward from either side, and thay
git with a Government appointed 'impartial! chair-
man, Acceptance of the award is binding.

Whatever criticisms, and there are many, there may
be of the W.,U.T, there is no doubt that all teachers
should pay their levy immediately to their local
association +treasurer and encourage their 'coll-
eagues' to do likewise, They should alsc campaign
within their association for action, including spec-
ial salaries meetings, and a Special Conference of
the union early in the new year, It is an appalling
situation, with so many socialists in teaching that
they do not concern themselves with their own union,.
There is no doubt in our minds that with increasing
cute in public expenditure on education and the
severs frustration among all teachers that this is
a very important area of work,

If +there is deadlock the only hope for an improved
of fer would seem to be for the teachers to refuse to
take part in arbitration at the same time initiating
some form of strike action to press their claim,
Come what may, an action committee has already been
set up by the Executive of the N.U.T. and they are
considering strikes, perhaps a one day national
strike followed by area strikes. To do this suce-
esefully the sustentation (strike) fund has to be
built wup, and a campaign is being organised far the
payment of a woluntary levy of one day's pay from
all members.

LONDON TENANTS ON THE MOVE

Alan Adair

Some 5,000 angry tenants marched from Lincelna Inn
Field +to County Hall on November 19th to show their
disgust with the rent rebate scheme and their cppoa-
ition to rent dincreases imposed upon them by the
Tory-controlled Greater London Council.

With the ologana "Not a Penny on the Renta" and
"lown with Money Iendersa" still ringing in their
ears, delegations from numercus tenants asscaiations
petitioned -Horace Cutler, chairman of the GLC Houa-
ing Committee, to demand a freeze on rent increases,
which hed been set in motion while Labour still had
control of the council.

like everything else, except wages, rents have sly-

rocketed over the last 12 months or so. If the GLC
{the biggest municipal landlord in the world) has
ita way tenants will be paying much more than they

do now for & roocf over their heads.

The demonstration coincided with the current rent
gurike. The exact number who are withholding the
increases is not known but spokesmen for the GLC put
the figure at 10,000. Obviously there are many moTe
than this involved. More than half the demonstrat-
ore were women- from young housewives to old age
pensioners. For close to three hours they volced
their hoatility to Cutler and the whole Tory policy
towarde housing. Many s8logans were chanted, the
main one being "Not a Penny on the Renta".

Egrlier in the afternoon a smaller march and demon-
atration was conducted under the auspices of Region
Cne of the Transport and General Workers Union.
Busmen, dockers, marketmen and engineers were pres-
ent. Only 200 or so unionists turned out ms it was
a delegated action and was called during working
hours.

The tenanta' movement reflects the growing radical -
iration throughout the country and a general disill-

ugionment with both Tory and Labour administrationa.
It has much potential.

Seeing the handwriting on the wall, the EVENING NEWS
of November 19th reported in a full-page spread that
", ..estate committee meetings once held in someone's
front parlour are now being held in town halla and
hotel ballrooms +to accomodate the thousands of
bitter protesting tenants. The call they rally to
iz mutiny —— "We will not pay --- we will not
surrender" .

Anxious to discredit the movement, thke article rais-
ed the old "red sceare" when it clgined that "commun-
iat conspiratora have tried to mershall the rent
rebels into meking their rent proiests a direct
challenge to the Covernment and Brltish way of life”
Mrz. Helen Lowe, secretary cof the GILC Tenants Action
Committee ia quoted to heve replird "I am sure that
there are & lot of small groups whe would like to
gee it develor into trouble, kut they are the ones
who are likely to get clobbered.”

There is a feeling in the commities that "we should
leave politics alone".' The fact thet politics will
not leave uas glone tends %o cut across this congerv-
ative point of view.

While c¢ouncil housing for theose lucky enough to get
sueh accommodation is hopelesely inadeguate and
expensive, g far bigger percentage of London's popu-
lation is forsced to live in privately-owned ghettoes
= often without a bathroom or indocr toilet. Om top
of this rente are far in excess of most council
house ones.

The tenants associations, with increased members to
give them more power, with a firm anti-capitalist
policy (and therefore very politiesl) and geared to
militant action ean set an important example to non-
GILEC tenants who are no doubt frustrated and bitter

about their own "living" comnditions, but do not see
the possibility as yet to organise and fight back,
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It will mean a bigetruggie if the tenanis are to win
their demands. It involves not only taking on the
Taries and their reactionary friends in the labour

movement but eventually the state machina. If the
vent strike continues - then aviction notices and
gcourt proceedings aere eure to follow, despite

Cutler's "promise" of no evictions.

Farmworkers
demand £16,

40 hour week

Peter Ross and Bill Thompson

On MNovember 16th, the biggest rally in London of
agricultural workers ginece the 1930's toock
place; yet this demonstration was almost ignored
by ths soclalist press, Nearly twg thousand
agricultural workers from all over Bngland and
Wales +took part in this colourful demonstr-
ation, bringing with them their banners and placards,
This demonstration is only part of an intensive cam-
paign by the National Union of Agricultural and All-
iad workers for their demand of f16% basic wage and
a L0 hour week, Bven this minimal demand is £2
less than the average male industrial worker
sarns, With overtime, which is essential for him
to make ends meet, the farm worker averages a L9
hour week and earns £15,5.0; whereas the indust-
rial worker averages 3 hours less and earns over
£22, thus farm workers are earning almost c0%
lass]

idded to this is +the fact that agricultural wor-
kers are leaving the land at a rate of 20,000 a
year, the wast majority not through redundancy
but becausa of lousy wages and conditions. It
i3 salsp becomlng increasingly difficult %o get
school leavers +o take wup agricultural work,
there now being half the mmber of farmworkers
under 20 that there wers in 1959. In fact the
total full time work force has declined from
400,000 te 250,000 in the last nine years,yet
wages as a proportion of the employers coste
have declined in 20 years from Li2% to 19%]

In monetary terms agriculture is Britain's big-
gest industry, yet it employs only 1% of the tot-
al working population, this being the lowest
sercentage in the world., About a quarter of ocur
import bill is accounted for by food products
amounting to £1,600 million and it is estimated
that by 1972 increased agricuitural production
will have 1led to a further £220 million saving.
What, however, does the farm worker get out of
this? The answer is very little indeed; he still
works in unecomfortable conditions for longhours
and lousy wages while his boss reaps the bene-
fits of increased profits.

let us examine the position of the bosses., They
have recently turned down the latest demands of
tha N.,U.A.AW. as they say they camnot affomd
14

The gections amd leaders of the labour movement that
are in sgresment with the aims of the tenante comm-
ittees must not only JOIN the gtruggle but must be
in the FOREFRONT of it. To be effective, the "NHot a
Perny on the Rent" movement must be linked with the
fight sgainst the wage freeze and the suaterity pro-
gramme carried on by the Wilson leadership on behalf
of British big business.

such increases, They try to Justify their posi-
tion by saying that thelr workers have "free"
cottages (in fact only 50% do) and free milk and
eggs, etec., Many of the cottages are hardly fit
for uman habitation, as so many were bullt in
tha 19th. century they lack sach amenities as
bathrooms and indoor lavatories, in fact some
aven don't have piped water supplyl As for the
pther ™perks", they hardly amount toa fewcoppers
a week and cannot be used as an excuse to just-
ify low wages, The majority af farmers are com=
fortably well off, most can run two cars and can
sand their children to private schools, yet they
can't pay a living wage to their employses,

The N.U.A.AW. facas considerable difficultles
in organising a Thighly dispersed membership,
half of whom 1live in tied cotiages and most of
whom have an undue regard for their employers
- morecver, though the union is organised in more
than 3,000 branches many have no more than eight
to ten members, Although 2,000 workers were. on
ths mareh the speakers at their rally in
Trafalgar Square were hardly Iinspiring; the
N.U.A.AW. Gensral Secretary, Lord Collinson, ‘&
noted right winger and Cyril Plant, the General Sec-
retary of the Inland Staff Association. Typically
they have had no support whatever from the rest of
the trade union movemsnt, When the union's modest
glaim want before the T.U.C.'s Incomes Folicy com-
mittee in July it made no objection to the claim go-
ing forward to the Agricultural Wages Board but it
did not officlally endorse it.

With no recent tradition
action the

of militant industrial
agricultural workers need all the
support and encouragement the left and other
unions can give; so far there has been none. We
feel it 4is the duty of all unionists to give
what practical support they can by sending mess-
apes of solidarity and support to the N.U.A.AW.

# As this article was being written it was amn-
ounced that a 17/- increase in the basic wage
up to £12,8;0 per
ut the working week still

had been granted bringing it
weak from February,
remains at Ll hours,

Fditorial note: most of our contributors are willing
4o speak on the tor .es they write about, write efo
INTERNATICNAL if you are interested,
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An occupational
Health Service now

Geoff Richman

At the May 1968 conference of the Vietnam Solid-
arity Campaign, & member said "I am fed up with
coming to meetings and being applauded as a
worker or even as a trade unionist" - and he stuck
his thumbs in imaginary braces over a beer-laden
corporation-"I am a human being and I want to be
listened to as a human being”. To be a human
being in contemporary terms is to demand the
freedom to create and control one's cwn life, and
to see that this freedom only arises through a
collective, through common action. To imbue the
working population with this consciousnesa is the
primary aim of revolutionaries, for without this
aspiration being present in large pumbers of
workers there can be no political strugsle with a
revolutionary content, If this change in consci-
cusness is to be brought about, (amongst other
areas of social 1ife) it oust be done at the
point of production, 4in the factory, workplace
or office. Thim task is separate from and may
even be opposed to, the traditional trade wnion
atruggle of economic work, it is the content of
what is meant by workers control.

Thia preamble is necessary in a discuseion of
cccupational health so that we can be clear what
we are trying to achieve. However necessary in
functional terms (of eaving lives and health) an
occupational health service may be, if the C A
aign is to have s socialist content it must Focus
on the need to raise the guestion of control of
their working lives amongst workers. And moTe,
it muet demomstrate that heslth itself is a
social concept, it depends on the way people live
in the organisstion of society,

WORK IS DANGEROTS

First, we should look at the evidence for indus-
trial illness. Accident rates have bean rising
steadily for years. In 1954 they were 27 per
thousand employed, by 1963, 29 per thousand, a
total of 204,648. In 1964 the figure went up to
268,468, 1965 to 293,717, in 1966 to 296,610,
end the provisional figure for 1967 tops the
300,000 mark, This is in a population of 7,381000
subject to the Factory Acts. The total scoidents
estimated from c¢laims submitted to national insu-
rance (now social security) for  industrial
injuries in 1963 was 845,000. There were 194,000
disabled people receiving benefit, and 2. 110
death benefita granted, And even this is an
ander-estimate. 4 sample survey by the Factory
Inspectorate SHOWED ONLY INTO NOTIFICATION 608 of
sccidents were in fact registered (ecompulaory if
causing 3 days or more off work), and in the
construction industry only 4%, Work places are
dirty, dangerous and badly organised, and this
is the prime cause of accidents, The inapector-
ate carried out detailed surveyse in Halifax and
in Stoke-on-Trent some years ago which proved
this, and a recent reminder comes from the annual

report of the Medical Commission on Acecident
Frevention (1968). In general the standard of
hygiens, housekesping, and first aid rrovieion

waa poor, especially in small facteries. Of the
injuries received 8% had no first aid at-all, Many
of the injuries wers caused by lack of guards on
machines or guards not in position, or failure to
use protective clothing,

PREVENTION THE ANSWER

Yet the vast majority of accidents are obviously
and easily preventable - by aticking to the rules
and taking care. Large concerns which do Bo[e.g.
Du Pont Construction - see Industrial Safety Aug.
1965) have almost accident free records, and
the Pactory Imapectorate Annual Heports give
other examples. The responaibility for this att-
ention to detail lies with management, and their
failure is an aspect of the general inadequacy of
management in British industry. Each lost time
sccident costs £300, so it is economic ineffiei-
ency to have high accident rates. Yet the Chief
Inspector of Mines and Quargies (1964 Report)
comments: "it would appear that far too mAny
people hold +the view that high rates of produc-
tion cannot be obtained if the requirements of
the rules and regulations are always observed,
This outlook fosters the attitude that safety is
8 thing apart - real safety lies in getting every
Job, at all levels, dome in the right way"
(result, one miner in three is injured every year
in coalmining,)

POLITICAL FROBLEMS

This touches on one of the major political prob-
lems. BSince the organisation of a work place is
2 managerial prerogative, and this determines
safety, to ask miners themselves to act on safety
ig a direct challenge to the power of management,
It is alaso a challenge to workers to alter their
present attitudes and feel that they have the
right to make decisions on such matters, This is
more than a traditional atruggle over condi tions,
for it needs thought over the entire structure of
a work place and not just particular aspects (tea
breaks, lavatory facilities, etc.) and thus =
higher degree of collective conscicusneas,

A =econd problem is also implied in the above
dizeussion - why were guards not fitted, why was
protective clothing not elways worn? In many
discussions with unions the point has been emph-
8sised of how frequently in préevailing circumstg-
nces earings conflict with safety requirementa,
Bonua systems and piece-rates tempt workers to
ignore safety rules if by 20 doing they can work
faster and earn more., The same is true of overtime
which increases fatigue and is associsted with
higher accident, and neurcsis, rates, or danger
money which +trades health for cash. We have to
face up to these difficulties frankly and they
emphasise the contradiction mentioned earlier,
between a political and an economic content to a
Etﬂ:gglep

This interesting article on a little-discussed sub-
Jeet will be continued in the next issue,
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1968: A YEAR
OF THE STRIKE

Mike Martin

It is now becoming clear that 1968 is becoming a
high point of Aindustrial strike activity in the

post-war period, The figures for the first 8
months of the year ‘indicate a rise of almost
Sof  in  the  mumber of days  "lost®? thrbugh
strikes, Despite the postponement of the Engin-

eering strike, the last four months of the year
can be expected to contimue the trend. At the
time of writing strike action seems imminent by
both building and postal workers whilst fire
brigade unicon members are c¢onsidering a ban on
drill. Part of the increase in the mnumbers of
days lost can be accounted for by the one day
strike of - engineers last May, However there
have big increases in the motor industry, and in
metals, We should consider the ressons for this
and some of the lmplications,

First of all, ostrike fipgures gensrally fluctuate
from year to year and month to month, without

any clearly discernible pattern; at the start
of 1968 +there was evidence of only a modest
apturn in activity. There are however, genaral

factors at work which suggest that the trend to-
wards more stiikes will continue.

Pernaps the single most important factor is that
a whole peneration of workers has grown up con-
fidant of its ability to hold on +o what bhas
been gained, They have not as yet suffered a
dacisive defeat. . Thus, the aircraft industry
(which is among +the better pald industries, al-
though thers are Iimportant regional differences)
shows a saven-fodd inerease in days lost, where=-
as the coal-mining industry shows an B0R decline.
Tha  contrast can be explained by the fact in the
aireraft industry are a mch higher proportion
of younger workers than in mining, which was
once the backbone of +he labour movement, and ls
now declining in morale and in nurbers. Ancther
partial exclanation of the declining strike act-
jyity in the pits is the introduetion of a new
system of payments, based on day rates, which
does not lend it=elf +to dispution, Argamenta
over piece rates have for long provided shop
stowards with a valuahle means of leverage,

This is mnot to say that British workers as a

whole have not suffered important setbanks,
Since the return of the Labour Government the
real wages of British workers havs daclinad by
about. = to 3 %o W€ at Jeast, Bo far the ris-
ing prices and rents, the incomes policy, and threat
of legal sanct ions -"-1'{.'1.='_T|E'T.- strikars, hava not been

mat by & coghesive response.

10F1 QFFICIAL
ST STRIKE

woakest ties with the official movement. 1In
France some time prior to the May events this
feature was noticed when young workers, many of
them completely lacking in experience of the
official movement, were & vital element in a
whole series of militant and at tlees viclent,
strikes and occupations, In Britain, we can
cite the women at Fords, and last year'sstrike
of bank staff and the incipient tenants movement
and technlcians as the beginning of a similar
pattern in which hitherto ill-organised sections
move into action often ahead of the tradition-
ally well-prganised sections.

In addition, the movement as a whole iscompelled
to adopt a more combative posture. Left wing
currents within +the trade unions glve axpression
to a tendency towards confrontation on a con-

seiously political level, between the Labour
Government and organised workers. In short,
workers at all Jlevels are casting aside their

reservations and petting down to the job of de-
fending their livelihood. As yet the struggle
iz a partial ome and still primarily economic,
it the political implications grow steadily
wider.
The role of scocialists in this onfolding sit-
wation is fundamentally that of injecting a
clear programme of 4transitiomal demands into the
aat of the struggle %o equip workers with ideas
Jdhich raise +the question of extending their
srganised power in industry. An essential eon-
comitant of +this is the creation of an organised
foree which would be capable of propagating such
a programme, and of giving cohesion and coord-
ination to the actual strygpgles of workers,

This raises a final point, PFerhaps the most drama-
tic upsurge has been among students, who are not
workers although many of them will become part of
the growing body of skilled and strategleally-placed
white ecollar workers. They are not organised at the
polnt of production yet a growing bedy of gradustes
iz assential for the progress of capitalist product-
ion, They are perhaps more than anything elsa a
barometer for the mood of a whole section of society
- a growing section disiliusioned by orthodex polit-
les and ready to act to express their frustration,
gses not only the students them—
Zly young workers, many of whom

iz experience could radically alter
political E 1. What is
ar recognition of 1 ortance aof
lear understan

particular t
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