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letters

Tussdsy 16th ODctober 1968. The Nottingham based
ANTT COLOUR BAR CAMPATGN fodsy referred a publio-
ation of the ninor Public School, Trent College,
Long EBaton, WNottingham, to the police and the
Race Relations Board for prosecution’in pursuance
of the Race HRelations Act.

Thia follows the publication in a school magazine
of a poem described by Mra. Margaret Gardner, the
secretary of the campaign, &8 & "clear example of
racial prejudice, calculated to infleme hatred
for the coloured population amongat young resds
ers." The oempaign decided on this course of
action after & copy of the publication was recei-
ved by a supporter from the Senior Englibh
Master, Mr, Simon Bennett.

The ANTI COLOUR BAR CAMPATCGN has alsoc written to
the Department of Education and Science asking
that the metter be investigated. Campaign chair-
man, West Indian George Fowe, a former member of
Long Eaton Town Council, stated "it is deplorable
that & fee-paying school should allow this type
of racist propaganda to go unchecked. Schoola
should be checking the growth of bigoiry, not
providing a platform for such outragecus views.

For further information please contact:
ARTI COLOTUH BAR CAMPAIGH,

&, Rockford Road,

Basford,

Hottingham.

SOCTALIST MAGAZTHE VICTIMISED IN IRELAND

Many people in the present Proportional Hepresen-
tation referendum in Ireland have warned of the
denger to demccracy if PR is sbolished. The
following case would tend to reinforce this
argument.

I am the editor of & small socialist monthly-the
Irish Militant. This paper was originally an
Irish: emigrant publication, but has reached a
stage where, although atill printed in London (by
t.u. labour) over 80% of ocur sales are in Ireland
We are aframkly partisan sooialist paper. A a
part of our campaign against Fianna Fail's attack
on the few remaining democratic liberties which
Irish workers enjoy, the Irish Militant has, over
the past three years, consistently warned the
Labour movement of Fisnna Feil!s intentions o
abolish PR. Last month we produced a special two
page sdition on the FR referendum, =&t a nominal
price of one penny. This issue was printed on
the 20th September 1968 and poated the next day
to our distributors in fourteen centres in
Ireland.

To this date this issue has only arrived at four
of these distribution centres. In ona case,
Dundalk, our sgent has been informed by Custom
officiales that the paper hed arrived but the
gopies would not be relemsed until:

(L) A statement of origin is produced- this de-
gpite the fmot that the publishers and printers
nameg and addresses are clearly prinited on the
PEPET.
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(B) A charge of no less than one shilling amd two
pence is paid per copy- even though the selling
price per copy is only one penny.

If this 48 an example of Fianns Fail democracy
now, what price liberty if they succeed in sbol=-
ishing FR 7

Jery Lawless,

22, Duncan Terrace,

London N.l.
T e Tt £ 7 ST S T ITES

LENIN AND THE ELACKE POWER DISCUSSION

Several of your correspondenta have seemed to
suggest that there is spomething intrinsically
non-marxist sbout glving support to the Black
Powar movement. These sgame writers, I am sure,
would consider themselvea disciples of Lenin.

It 18, therefore, instructive to read what Lenin
wrote on allied subjects. Volume ten of Lenin'a
Selected Works (a collection of his writings on
the Third International) has several impor*=snt
articles touching on this kind of topic.

Lenin made it abaolutely clear that marxiste had
to have a very sensitive approach to the feelings
of oppressed peoplea. At the end of his Draft
Theses on the conditioms of membership of the
Third Intermational there is a particularly clear
siatement on this. He alao made it clear that in
his opinion marxists ahould support the
RIGHT of black Americans to call for a separate
black state if this was their desire.

There is no doubt that Lenin would have supported
INTEENATTONAL's stand on Black Bower.

likawise with Trotsky, &8s anyone reading the
various pamphlets published by Merit FPreass on
the position of American blacks will observe. It
ig, therefore, quite dishomeat for opponents of
Black Power to pretend that they are carrying on
the marxist tradition.

DAVE WINDSOR,
London.
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Tarig Ali

The press 4tried to oppose the March 17th demon-
atraticon by 3 "conapirscy of silence” - this was
an obvious failure. Thie time it is tryi=ng 4iff-
erent tactics: & witch-unt is being conducted
against V3C by bath the bourgeocis presa and the
mass media. We are accused of trying to bum
down the imperial war museum, of plsnniag to
seize key buildings, of trying to disrupt London's
underground aystem, of trying to smuggle "Danmy
the Bad" into the country, of arranging for
plane-logds of studenta to be trained in Cubs in
the art of insurrectiom, of making molotov-cock-
teils and other even more lurid schemes. Hardly
& day has gone by without there being a report of
some leaflet, anonymous telephone call or secret
interview "revealing all".

Callaghan, surely the most hypoeriticsl and re-
actionary Home Secretary even Lebour has produced
works hand-in-glove with the presa whilat preten-
ding that he is a liberal, anxious to preserve
the right to demonstrate. His remarks on the
Independent Television HNews were calculated to
prepare publie opinion for brutal attacks on
"marsuding political hooligana™.

In this situation, the fact that this demonstrat-
ion 1is going to be the largesat ever reveals the
phenomenal growthof political consciousness smony:
militants throughout the country. Two facts show
how the g2 campalen has failed: organisat
have continued to Join the October 27th Ad
Committes (two recent, unexpe i but weloomns
additions were the Student Christian Movement and
Slant, the left-catholic group) and
inerewse of support up and down the
can give persacnal testimony to the
the last few weeks I have spoken at
neetings in different
tour” as the DA
= gome 0f my "seocret" meetl
er 1,000 1}, In 1i Bristol, Glaagow,
vargh, Oxford, Dundee, Newcastle, hindrada
ear about the demomstration- two or

ago we would

have been luck

2 "lunatic fringe
one too. Thia 18 i«
the war in Vietnam is
"lunatic fringe" because we
Ar® = the Amer
demonatrate in

ol this.

We should also

Why we are mar

3quare on O2tobar 27thit was told that the Sguare
was booked by some boya' oclub. HNow we learn that
the brezkaway sectarian maciata have been allowed
to book 4t. Could it be that some people in
authority are welooming the prospect of a tiny
part of the demonstration going %o Grosvenor
Square to get massacred?

We have asked the police to stay away. If they
i movement in the bud they will see
beginnings of & movement which will finally
ovarwhelm

try to nip i
%
t

Wo are marching because us the Vietnam war is

a priority. Bacause Vietnam is the battlefront

today in the fight against US imperialism (and,

therefore, world capitalism). Solidarity with

the NLF and the Vietnzmese people is the duty of
revolutionary socialist.

EVETY Ie

but because the

farefront in the fight
our march will be in
resgive movement in the
the demonstrators will carry
Ln 3ap] of the Cuhan revolution,

gonerilla movements and banners of Che and

We are marching on Vietnan
nemess people

afainat world
ort of ever
1d That

Whil th Wi will
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Datober 27th, whatever h

istory of ti

ukionsry e
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But it will
ttionary socislist mo
to settle accounta with Briti
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arges. That is why we are marching.
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VIETNAM
THE PRIORITY FOR

THE LE

Pat Jordan

No discussion mbout the role of the left in rela-
tion to Vietnsm can begin without putting the
struggle of the Vietnsmese people in the context
of world revolution., I would argue that all the
basic mistakes of the left in this country on
Vietnam flow directly from its failure to do just
that.

Vietnam hss to be a priority for the left not
just because of the suffering of the Vietnamese
people but because of the decisive nature of the
Vietnam struggle.

Americen imperialism hss taken on the reole of
world policeman for reaction. It hes atriven
to hold back the sdvance of the world-wide etrug-
gle for nationsl liberaticn and social advance.
Whilst not being sble to decisively change the
relationship of forces it has, nevertheleas, had
gome success in thast endeavour. The mumerous
eoups  in Africa, the overthrow of Sukarmo and the
glaughter of the Indonesian communists, the mur-
der of lummmbe snd the imposition of a stocge
government in the Congo, the stamping cut of any

move towarde social progress in Latin America
after the Cubsn revolution, eto., eto., all show
the dangers of this American strategy. Unleas

iscisively rebuffed it could have a serious rTets-
rding affect on the progress of world revolution.

Needless to say, spart from Cuba and to 8 certain
extent, North Korea, none of “the workers st
has tried to meet this challenge with a counter-
strategy.

However, the whole atrategy of the Americans hes
come unstuck becsuse of the magmificent struggle
of the Vietnamese people. All the Azerican “auc-
ceasaa” are meaningless unless they manage to
infliet defeat on the Vielnamese. On the other
hand, if the Vietnamese win the whole systiem of
allisnces the Americans have built up will £all
like a pack of cards. The world-wide revoluticn-
ary process will receive & tremendous impulse.

Soctalists in Britain have a vitel stske in this
process. Contrary +to what the "socialism in one
advanced country" theoriste of varicus hues (from
the gocial democrats to the ultra lefts) may
think, the future of British socislism ie tied up
with the world struggle. It 1s inconceivable
thet anF¥ big advance in Britain can take place
if the world trend is against revolution.

Thus support for the Vietnamese people (and all
pthers struggling againat imperialism) is of
tremendous importance to British socislists. Just
4

an examination
of attitudes

now the Vietnam war is THE decisive struggle and
this decisivensss reflects itself in the minds
of men. That is why it is posaible to ge*
bigger demonstrations on the guestion of Vietnam
then any other issue in countries like Britain,
wherea no great internal struggles are taking
place. That is why masses of young people in
Britain and other countries sre becoming social-
igta directly under the impact of the Vietnamese
gtruggle against American imperislism. It is in
this 1light that one has to view the trends and
tendencies in the anti-Vietnam war movement in
this country.

For nearly three years now, there has been a.cam-
paign in Britain based upon the principled atand
of solidarity with the Vietnamese people. In the
firat months only a tiny group of people,; with
material aid from the Bertrand FHRussell Peace
Foundation, carried out propaganda for the ideas
of the solidarity position. They were accused of
being "warmongers® aend "splitters™ by the more
gectarian of the supporters of traditional anti-
war organisatioms, the BCPV, CHND, etc., which
gtood firmly on the negotiations positiom. Inm
fact, the British Council for Peace in Vietnam
gaid in its founding document: we do not seek to
spportion blame for the Vietnam war. No-one on
the left would dare make such a statement theae
daysal

Behind +these peace movements stood the Communist
Party, which fought sgainst the idea of solidari-
ty a8 part of its "peaceful co-existence™ policy.
The highlight of the CP's endeavours to stop the
progrees of the V3C ,was the atiack made on
that movement in COMMENT juzta few weeks before the
March 17thdemonstration, Our predecessor THE WEEK
anagwered this attack very effectively. But even
more effective was the fact that hundreds,; if not
thousands, of CP and YCL membera took part in
that demonatration, ignoring the warning that it
was &ll 8 Fourth Intermational plot. Very sudd-
enly the Communist Party changed its line and the
ICL has been wery active in the preparations for
Dotober 27th. This change of line fills us with
great Jjoy and we look forward to seeing membera
of the Commmist Party breaking with other aspects
of their stalinist past.

The solidarity argument won the day because of
its moral supericrity and because it appealed
to the young people. Whilet there are still
organisations which put the negotiations pesitieon
it is universally recognised that the V3C has won
the leadership of the Vietnam protest movement
and that only demonstrations called on the solid-
arity line stand a chance of mobilising large
mmbers of people.

This is a very big change in the political clim=-




ate and has all kinds of consequences. It should
be clearly understood that this struggle was won
in a sharp struggle of i1deas; not only against
the "soggy" negotiations position but sgainst £11
kinds of sectarian arguments as well,

The first big etruggle sgainst "left" oritiecs of
the principled solidarity position took place in
the preparations for the founding conference of
¥5C and culminated in the walk-out of the defeat-
ed meoist minority. The struggle was obscured by
the masists who tried to ineist that the famous
"four and five pointa" be written intc the conat-
itution of the VSC. They refused to eccept that
the V3C could show its solidarity with the Viet-
namese people without committing itself entirely
to the diplomascy of the Vietnamese leaders.

In & less direct way, this position amounted to &
refurbished edition of the negotiations line. All
the more because the four and five pointe were
put forward in a particular aitustion. Once that
gituation changed, had the maciste won out the
V3C would have had to cheange its position.

There is another aspect 1o the strugele with
the maociste at the founding conference end in sub-
sequent years which wes covered over by this more
basic struggle. It is an aspect which character-
ised gll the disputes: namely that the meoista
subordinated the dinteresta of the Vietnamese
revolution to thelr own sectarian interests. PFor
them, the most important thing hss always been to
"expose" the revisionists, the trotskyists and
ptheér "hidden agents of imperisliam™. If this
means busting up a united struggle for solidarity
with the Vietnamese people, it is just too bad
from their point of view,

This esttitude was most clearly expressed by the
Socialist Lebour League during its brief but
stormy honeymoon with the VBC. Here the issus
was quite plain: was the united front character
of the WSC to be subordinated to the need to
"expose: stalinism™, or was the need to build the
broadest possible movement on a solidarity poait-
ion to be predominant? If one took the former
view, one would use the VSC platform to attack
the Communist Party over ite policy on the docks,
If one takea the latter view, one should confine
cne's criticisms of organieations to their posit-
ion on Vietnam, when speaking from the VSC plat-
form.,

0f course, as 1s usual in such debatesa the V3C's
position was distorted. No-one was demanding
that -the 5LL sbandon its sacred duty of warning
tie mass of the British workera about the dsngers
of stalinism, pabloism, state capitalism, ato.,
in the colums of ita own papers. Today, the
SLL has gone much further in its criticisms of
the VSC and has adopted a much more rigid theor-
etical position: one can only help the revolution
in Vietnam by building the revolutionary party
(f.24, the Sooialist Lebour Lesgue) $n Britain,
according to them.

These arguments are comparatively easy to refute
but they have re-appeared in much more subtle
forms as the success of the VS0 and Ad Hoc Commi-
ttees it has dinitiated has grown. There is sn
eaay explenation for +this: wvery few groups or
individuals on the marxist left can be go  bare-
faced as to refuse to take part in the demonstr-
ationa, (The SILL has had to work wery hard for
years to sccomplish that degree of sectarianism! )
However, many groups and individuals , whilet

taking part in, and even working very hard for
preparations for the demonstrations have not cha-
nged their basic theoratical positions.

It ia very difficult for most groups and indiv-
iduals to do this. Many of them are quite isoclated
in Britainand have to justify their separate exist-
ence in theoreticsl terms. They operete on the
basis of "marxism (or trotekyism) in ome country"
and this fact alone has all kinds of consequences
for them. It is the mein reason why they tend to
be gectarian on such quesations az Black Power, Cuba,
and the cclonial revolution in general Beoaise
they are cut off from exchanging experiences and
working out a world strategy in an orgsnic proc-
€gg they are confined to paying lip-service to
internationalism in thecretical terms and latch-

ing on to satruggles in other countries, the
content of which they very'often don't understand.

One of the arguments that has come to the fore
recently has been that of making V3C a multi-
iggue ocampaign. I don't intend +to repeat the
arguments  in Ernie Tate's article (see October
issue) but just to remark in peasing that this
again is & sympitom of a general tendency to sub-
inate the intereate of the Vietnamese revolut-
ion to the needs of groups in this country.

4 much more subtle argument is that the best way
to win working clsss support for the V30 is to
"link the izsues". It is claimed that workers in
thia country are opposed to the VEC because it
does not campaign on wages, housing, etc., and
that, therefore, it iz neceasary for ths V3C to
CONCENTRATE on meking & connection betwsen the
Vietnam war nnd the economic issues of the Brit-
ish working clase.

No-one will deny that in our genersl propagands
we. should point out that the policies of the
Wilson Government boil down to a total rejection
of the soclalist road; and that the fight ageinst
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itas support of American policy in Viatnum is part
of a general fight sgeinatits capitalist policies.

Thiz is not the question at all. The  impertant
point is: what ia to be subordinate to whet?

If we aay to the British workers: joinus in the
fight againgt the Vietnam war because in this way
you will be fighting sagainst the Government's
anti-working oasss policies without saying that
they should be opposed to American aggression
EVEN IF THIS HAD NO EFFECT ON THEIR WAGES
AT ALL, we are moking concessions. What is more,
this type of thinking mis-judges British workers.

They are not, =8 the bourgecis press pictures
them, entirely self-intereated. The militanta,
and these are the ones we should be aiming to win
for the soliderity cempaign, will respond to &
purely sooialist argument. It is & hallmark of
reformism to argue that it is always necessary to
argue in "bread-and-butter® terms befora one can
win working class support.

We should be very clear on this point: we appeal
to British workers to join ua in the solidarity
movegent because they have the duty to support
their fellow workera. Omnce we stray from this
basic approach the way is open for adsptiom of
our polidsrity position to e wariety of reformist
lines.

The linking argument, if it becomes the dominant
one, will change our priorities. Bit by bit, we
would find +that the VSC would have to move from
concerning itself primarily with Vietnam to
taking up particular sspects of the struggle of
the fight against the wage freeze. Ideas and
programmes have a loglic of their own. That is why
ideological struggle is so important for marxists
and why wrong ideas have to be fought against
long before their harmful effects are apparent.

Apart from thesse points, it is easy to fall into
quite serious political and theoretical mistakes
by pursuing the linking argument. It is not true
to say that the wage freeze arises from the Viet-
nam war and leave it at that. Of course, the
American OGovermment has agreed to support the
pound in exchange for British support on Vietnam

CUBA & THE NEWSLETTER

A5 could have been reliably predicted, THE NEWNS-
IETTER, organ of the sectarian Socialist Labour
leagne, has chosen to use the support Castro gave
tn the Bussian invasion of Czechoalovakis to juat
~ify its attitude towards Cuba.

The SLL's position on Cuba has been that it is =&
capitalist state led by a petit-bourgeois leader-
ship, doing 1ts best +to hold back the tide of
gocial revolution in Letin America. Whether it
atill subseribes to this is not clear: there has
beenn no officisl "change of line”, but recant
writings in the NEWSLETTER have berated Castro
for not having a marxist approsch to the invesion
of Ozechoglovakis. It seems to us ludicrous to
expect the petit-bourgeois lesder of a capfitalist
gtate to have s marxist attitude anyway.

Be thia &a it may, the NEWSLETTER fslls inte the
trap it iz so fond of accusing others of: that
of defining the class nature of a state by the
political asctions of its leaders.

lenin, Trotsky and other marxista alwsys held
it was the duty of revolutionsries to solidarise
themselves with those struggling against oppress-
ion regardlesa of the mistakes or wrong attitudes
-]

policy. PFurthermoie, the imposition of & wage
freeze and incomes policy has been demanded by
the international lankers as conditions for their
huge loans. However, it must be said that the
orisis of British capltalism would exist even if
there were no Vietnam war. GQuite possibly it
would have a different form: maybe a deep recesa-
ipn. But it i3 absolutely clear that British
capitalism would seek to impose the burden of
this crisis on the backs of the British workera.
The incomes policy is just a ferm of doing this ,
degigned to facilitate the neo-capitalist ration-
alisation and modernisation of British capitalism.

It would be lying to the workers to tell them that
if we succeed in ending British support for the
Americans in Vietnam we will have struck a decis-
ive blow against the inocomes policy. France is
opposed to American policy in Vietnam and yet ia
the classical land of the wage freeze and incomes
palicy.

Meither is it correct from a theoretical or pract-
ical point of view to say that "every blow again-
at British capitalism through a strike or a renta
demonstration is s blow in favour of the Vietsm— -
ese revolution." Life ie much more complicated
than thet., Paradoxical as it may seem to those
holding &n extremely simplistic view of things,
the granting of concessions by the ruling claps,
aven after fierce class struggles, often leads to
& strengthening of the system. Every partial
atruggle which does not succeed in meking large
numbers of revoluotionaries will temd to streng-
then eapitalism in the sbsence of a revolutionary
party.

The struggle for +the solidarity positiop.is a
struggle for & revolutionary attitude. It makes
revoluticnaries. When a period of sharp struggle
comes these revolutionaries will know what to do
- ths French experience shows this. Wateringdown
the struggle for s revolutionary attitude by ada-
ption to reformist moods will defest this. end.

We are confident that the tens of thousands of
British youth now supporting the solidarity posi-
tion in Britain will give good sccount of thems-
elvea in future class struggles in Britain.

of their leadsara, The Cuban revolution is under
geige by U8 imperialism. It is daily threstened
by invasion (of special note & the argument by
certain resctionary elements that the Russisn
invasion of Czechoslovakia gave the green light
tn the American invasion of Cuba). The leaders
of the Cuban revolution daily call for the exten-
aion of the revolution +to Latin America. Their
hercism, just ninety miles from the belly of the
greatest imperislist power the world has ever
lmown, is remarksble. We would be surprised to
gee many of their "left" eritics in thie country
ghow the aame fortitude.
The Cuban leaders have made many nistakes and
will make more. Tha duty of socialists in Brit-
ain is to snlidsrise themselves with the Cubam
ravolution, critieise it where necessary, but
never forget +that +they should do sll in their
power to help it resist the pressures on it which
are the objective factors working for its bures
aratisation. This is & marxist attitude. The
poaition of the 35LL, motivated by factionalism
slone, is & couplete perversion of marxism. It
has to be sesn in the context of the GSLL's other
unprincipled attitudes (its support of the Red
Guards whilst it was wooing certain msoist
alements, for instance).




Postmortem
on Blackpool

Charlie van Gelderen

There was o time, in the hey-day of Bevin, Wil-
liamson and Deakin, when the platform gt Labour'a
hnrmraal Conference could alweys rely on the block
votes of the trade unions to sawve it from the
wrath of the conatituency parties. Those were
the days when Harold Wilson used to top the polls
in the constituency secticomn, followed closely by
Barbara Castle., Those were the dsys when even
the redoubiable Herber® Morrison was defeated in
the HEC elections and the apecial poat of
Deputy Leader had to be created to get him back
Ofla

All that has changed. Under the impact of the
anti-working clasa legislation introduced by Har-
old Wilson's Government, and with a new generst-
ion of leaders more responsive to the damanda of
the rank-and-file, the unions have shifted to the
left. This sames dismsl record of the Labour
Government has driven many active socialists either
out of the Labour Party or into inactivity. As a
result the delegates to conference from the con-
gtituency parties represent s more right-ward
trend than of recent years. Digillusionment
among former activists is another of the achieve-
ments of Harold Wilson and his fellow ministera.

The capitslist prese has not hesitated to hail
Blackpool 1968 as a triumph for Wilson. DIid not
Frank Cousins himself lead the standing ovetion?
But a triumph for what? The so-called "Mid-term
Mznifesto” was not only an apology for the Gover-
nments's short-comings it was aleo a pledge that
it would contimue to under-pin the capitalist
aystem for as far aa can be sesn into the future.

This 'pame determination +o link Labour Britain
with- the capifalist west was revesled in the
HEC's determination to link condemnation of
the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia with a eall
for strengthening NATO. It is encouraging that
nearly half the votes were against this,

Although the unions showed their determination to
defeat +the incomes policy, they did not show the
game sgocialist zeal when it came to dealing with
other ‘social iasues. The resclution on housing,
calling for the naticnalisation of btoilding lanmd
and the building industry; which condemned rent
rebate gchemes {sn beloved by many Labour contr-
olled 1local authorities); urged the use of empty
office blocks for housing and which rejected the
Prices and Incomes Board report on council rents,
ghould never have been defeated. This brings
home the . point that many of the union leadere
cppoge the Government's incomes legislation only
because it threatena their own bureaucratic
poaitions,

On the National Health services there now appears
to be an open conflict between the Labour Party
and the labour Government. The platform accepted
the -resolution from the Jocialist Medical Assooci-
ation sffirming support for a free and democratic
Hational Health Service. How will the Govern-
ment square this with itas introduction of prescr-
iption charges?

It won't of course. As far ss Wilson-is concern-
ed, Anngal Conferemce is mnow just an occasion
when he can exercise his oratoricsl skills.
Anti-Government resclutions help, in their way,
to create a happy atmoaphere and show how "democ-
ratic" -we are. They don't have much affect on
Government policy.

Wilaon showed his real and utter contempt for
Conference by flying, off to meet Tan Smith in
Gibraltar,; almoat immediately after he left Black-
pool; despite the fact that a reasolution waes
carried by 3,124,000 votes to 2,661,000 that the
pledge of No Independence BEEFORE Majority Rule
(NIBMAR) was not negotisble. n board the
"Fearleea,"” Wilson showed that not only was he
prepared to sell the 4 million black Rhodesians
down the line but also his much ventilated princ-
iples to say nothing of the rank-and-file of the
party he is supposed to lead. There can be no
doubt that the so-called "entrenmchment clauses™
in the proposed Bhodesian constitution will have as
little effect -to safeguard the interests of the
African majority ag they did in the "South Africa
Act" which handed power to the white minority in
what is now the apartheid state of South Africa.

The false alr of+-euphoria with which conference
ended will evaporate and the few active membere
gtill left in the constituencies will have to
grapple with the consequences as they prepars for
the next elections. This Government and the pre-
gent leadership of the party can only prepare the
ground for s devastating defeat at the polla. It
is all very well +talking sbout the "virus of
Powellism", but failingamilitant, socialist lead
from Labour, the dsngerous demagogy of Enoch
Powell will undoubtedly attract many working class
votes. It is time to wake up.

RELEASE
0Bl EGBUNA

Wi are pleased to see that TRIBUNE of October 1Bth
carried an asrticle on the case of Obi Egbuna and
other black power militanta who have been held
without trial for an intolerable peariod. This
article, and the well-thought arguments in i,
ahould be wused for & ocampaign %o demand the
release of our black power comrades. Whilst not
agreeing with all the srguments in full, we must
wolcome this change of attitude by at least one
gection of the left. Will others who claim to be
more "l=ft" than Tribime follow sudit 7
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Tremendovs confusion exists in relatice to the
ancial sod economic conflicts which arcae during
the last fifteen years in the countrice where
capitalism has been abolished. Doges "liberslis=
gtion" mean & return to capitelism? Is demoorat-
ipation of political and social life identical
with rehabilitetion of the "profit motive"? Are
"eeonomic Teforme” of the Liberman type opening
the road to a bourgeola type of Western democracy
or to "economic nationalism?"

The Czech tragedy has stressed this confusicr.
It has shown that all those political forcee
which try to approsch these problems with easent-
ially subjective criteris can only embroil them-
gelves in inextriceble contradictions. For the
Fuseian leaders and their apologists, there was
a dahger of restoration of capitalism in Czecho-
slovakia, but this was NOT linked with the rea-
toration of private property of the mears of pro-
duction or the resppearance of a capitalist
clsse; on the contrary, these apologists explie-
itly refer to "state capitalism" which was on the
point of arising in Czechoslovakis.

For the Chinese, capitalism hss been restored in
the same way both in the Soviet Union and in
Czechoslovekia. Tt ds linked, it would mppear,
with the reappesrance of "profit" in the economic
mechanism. But in Fumsnia, where "material in-
centives™ and "profit" have been introduced at
lesst +to the same extent as in the Soviet Union,
gocialist Rumania will be fully supported by
Feople's Ching....s.

Ome has the impressirm that =81l these vulgur
marxicts are true pupils of Stalin at least in
ong respect: in liberally throwing around labels
of "oounter-revolution”, "capitaliem" and even
"fancisn" completely divorced from cbjective mar-
xiat criterig. A "capitalist" is not any more =&
representative of & given social class, defined
bty private ownership of the means of productieon
gnd the laws of motion which Marx laid bare in
"DAS KAPTTAL", WNo, anybody who happens to dis-
agree fantionally with the glven ruling circle of
one's own country, and whoe dares voice publicly
these disagreemsnts becomes an archetypieal,

Haven't we witnesesed before the ssd spectacle of
the same Tito and the same Tugcelav communists
being thrice rebaptiszed within ten years time:
Firat herceg of socialist construction, then fea-
cist capitalists, then agsin socialiet leaders?
Perhaps now they will again become lackeys of
world dimperialism? How can anybody pay the
slighteat oredit to this kind of name-celling?

FOUR KEY FROBLENMS

The countries which have overthrown capitelise
and which start upon the road of building a soc-—
ialist society under unfavourable chjective con-
ditions - isclation in s part of the world char-
acterised by too low & level of development of
productive forces - are confronted with four key
problems around which political tendenciesg have
been differentiating themselves to & growing ex-
tent during the lest years in nearly all of them:
the problem of relations with imperislism and
with an expanding international revolution; the
problem of economic mansgement; the problem of

The rationale of the

ERNEST |

asociael inequality; and the problem of socialist
demncracy on the politieal field, To understand
what 48 happening to-day in the so-called "soo-
ialist" world, one has to start from the basie
fact that these differentistions have not baen
coherent or convergent, btut on the contrary
contradictory and divergent.

A few exsmples will show what we mean. In Yugo-
glavia, tremendous steps forward have certainly
been realised on the guestions of workers mansge-
ment and there exists g degree of political free-
dom for the working class which ie certainly
grester than din 8ll other socislist countries
{although it is still far from being sufficient)
On the contrary, its sttitude to the expanding
international revolution is frigid and opportum-
ist to the roots (viz. its attitude towards the
Coban revolution, its relations with the pro-
imperislist regimes in latin America ete,) and
there  hes beon undoubtedly growing asocial
inequality.

In China, the "cultural revolution” hes implied
a much more healthy sttitude in favour of edcisl
equality and much more fervour for international
revolution than din any other scolalist country
(viz. dits attitude towards the French May 1968
events). But no step has been made towerde wor-
kers management of industry, and there has been
regreggion and not progress as for sociglist dem-
ooracy within the communiet party aend the working
class,

Thiz combination of "progressive" and "regress-
ive" trends in practically every single socialist
gountry during the last twelve yesrs mekes global
judgment by eimplified formulae Iimpossible, =
except at the price of deliberate suppression of
part of the truth.

If political and diplomatic concessions to imper-
inliem mean & return to capitslism, whst shout
Rumenis which has gone farther on that road than
even Czechosalevakia? What about the Soviet Union
itself during the Yalta-Potsdam honeymoon, and
under the lesdership of Stalin? If on the con-
trary, only the internal evolution is decisiwve,
how can one explain that the Communist lesder -
Comulks - succesgively was in prison under Stelin,
a5 a "revisionist", sapproved of strikes wunder

gocialiem when coming to power in October 1956,
condemned the pame strikes as "counter revelut-
ionary" starting with 1959, snd ended by condemm-
ing ms a "revisionist traiter" (i.e. implieitly
justifying imprisonment if not worge) of another
comminist party leader, Alexander Dubecek in
Czechoalovakia? Any global oversimpplification
can only lesd to bewilderment under these circum-
stances.

The four guestions which we have enmerated are
not the result of arbitrary eelection on our
part; they all result from objective contradic-
tions which face thoae societies in transitics
from capitalism to socialism which exiss i
today's world.

"




e Czech tragedy
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forces tending to overthrow imperianlicm and
cap1tal15m on &n international scale exiel and
develop independently from the wishes of the
leaders of this or that socialist country. The
problem whether 4o misuse them or to try and
euppresa them for diplomatie purposes snd power
politice with imperialism, or whether tc genuinely
subordinate the intereats of any single sociplist
country to the overall interests of world revol-
ution, is an objective problem posed by Lenin as
early as 1918,

The bureaucratic deformation of the workere state
= alaso noted by Lenin during the first years of
the HRussian revolution - in the last snelysis =
result of the economic, sociel and oultural
immaturity of conditione in relatively backward
aountriea, can cryatalise and ossify into new
atructures which prevent the mass of the workers
from actually managing the economy of their coun-
tries (under all kinds of pretexts: necessary
"ecentralisation™ ; necessary "gne-man-leaderchip
of the productive process"; lack of specielised
"knowledge™, etc.)] But the more complex btfumcs
the economy, the more nmumercus the working clese
and the higher ita gkill and cultural level, Lﬂd
the more bureaucratic management shows iteelfl in-
efficent and Jleads to periocdic dsclines in the
rate of growth of the economy.

The econtradicotion between the socialieed mode of
production and the survivals of bourgeois norms of
distribution (of bourgeois law, ss Marx called it
and Lerin repeated) is the main contradietiom of
the transition periocd between capitalism and soo-
ialism. And from this contradiction flows that
the survival and strengthening of phenomena of
market economy and money economy cannot but in-
grease socisl inequality and lead 4o growing
contradictions on the rosd of building socislism,

Finally, the system of one-party-dictatorship,
which has never been codified by Lenin - nct to
speak of Marx or Engels - ss the rule for the
dictatorship of the proletariat, only makes appa-
rent pense (in a monstrous way, it is true), if
one PﬂE*ulEtEH caniscience of that party leader-
ﬂﬂ;. or of the wise general secretary. Once one
admi ¢tz that the majority of the leading body of a
Comsunist Party can be wrong, as historical expe-
rience has confirmed beyond all doubt, and as Mao
Tee-tung himself explicitly recognizes, then any
political mdnopoly in the hands of s single rea-
tricted group of workers or workera' representat-
ives becomes an objective sources of inefficiency
and irrationality im a country building sccial-
ism, an cobetacle for rapidly overcoming 1inevit-
able errore end for rapidly correcting ineviteble
mistakes.

In the classic body of merxiet thought - includ-
ed in the body of leninism - these truths would
have been oonsidered as self-evidert. But the
commmist leaders of the socialist countries of
today are not products of that body of thought.
They are products, all of them to various degrees
of the stalinist deformation and falsifTication of

marxism, however much some ol them fry to rejest
their heritage.

What ie involved here is mot & simple question of
ideclogical filiation, We are confronted with a
social problem.

Moarxism is the reflection of the historical int-
eresta of the working class. But the working
clase does not exercise direct power in any of
the socialist countries (i.e. through democratie-
ally elected workers' oouncils - soviets - as
described by Ienin's "State and Hevolution").
Power is in the hands of leading strata, more or
less materially privileged as a result of its
political monopoly of power, And all the spokesmen
of the various tendencies which have arisen from
the decomposition of internmaticnal stalinism re-
tain a similar fear of letiing the working class
directly exercise politicel power (for the moat
naive and the most cynicel of them, such workera!'
powar would probably be s perfect proof of...the
restoration of cepitaliem}),

Presgurizsed by the growing objective socisl and
economic contradictions of their socliety; subm—
itted to oconflicting dinfluences of conflicting
social layers,; they oscillate from one "reform”
to another,; combining "liberaliam" here with
"left-wing deviations™ and "sdventurism" there.
Az long as the umbilical cord ie not cut with the
buresucratic privileges, both of political power
and of material income, re-identification with
the working clasa is imposgible, and & convergent
solution of the sbove-named contradictions in a
marxiat sense likewise unsttainable,

THE RATIONALE OF THE CZECH TRAGEDY
It is in the [ramework of these elements that one
can understend the basic traits of the Czech

tragedy.

0f all the socialist countries,; Cesechoslovakia
ia the most developed industrially, with the pos-
aible exception of the German Democcratic Republiec
- its working clasa has overwhelming social
woight, its Commmist Party real historical roots
in that working class. [nder the Novoiny regime,
all contradictions were stretched to the bresking
point. The economy was in en impasae; production
stagnated and even started to decline. Techno=-
logy, once among the moat advanced, became
inereasingly backward. Digcontent was nearly
universal. [P leaders became divorced from the
nation.

Under pressure of these contradictions, a movement
of economic reforms started. It imitated easent-
ially & similar movement initiated in the Soviet
Tnion, Hungary and Poland; growing autonomy of
the enterprisesy partigl rehabilitation of the
"profit motive"; growing exchanges with the Weat-
ern countries (om thst field, Fumania, not to
speek of Yugoslevia, have gone much further than
Dubcek's Czechoslovakia). The Russisn loeaders
did not fear that movement, because they had giv-
en the example themselvea. MAa for diplomatic
compromises with dmperialism, surely Khrushchowv
and Tito had gone much further than Dubcek.

Given the soclial atructure of Czechoslovakia,
this reform movement in the beginning was not
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very popular. The workers feared the technocrata
gs much as they had despised the "political™ bur-
gaucrats. They didn't like +the prospect of
increasing inequality. They were worried about
the risks of unemployment and rising pricea.

But economic "liberalisation" is inconceiveble
without a certain amount of freedom of discussign
ind hers the social reality of Czechoslovaldia
came back upon the new CP leaders, andespeoially
uponn the PRussians, with a vengence! It was
not uminformed and orude products of neo=
gtaliniam who sterted +o discuss. Thousandsof
old commmmnista, who had gome through the school
of elassical marxism-leninism, participated in
that disoussion. Classical forma of aoccialist
democracy were rediscovered, proposed, fought
for. The struggle to zbolish censorship and to
realise inner-party democracy in leninist terms
was lauwnched, This movement elowly percolated
towardas the factoriea. The working class became
palitically interested and mare active, And when
the BRussian pressure became stronger, it rallied

mazsively around the issue of national self-det-
ermination, and the satruggle to defend its right
to determine its own road towards socialism.

Of these developmenta, the Fuasian, Polish, East-
German leaders were mortally afraid. Not becanse
they thought this would lead towards s "reatorat-
ion of capitalism" - in fact, in no other Eastern
European country the popular support for sccial-
ism wrg 80 large as it was in Czechoslovakia
aince January 1968. But becsuse they feared that
these examples might trigger off movements quest-
icning the bureauvcratic monopoly of power in
their own countriea, What is involved in the
Czech tragedy is not the guesation of defending or
threatening the sccialised infra-structure of
society. What i1s involved here 1s the threat to
the political monopoly of the buresucracy, the
threat to the specific superstructure which these
societiea still show in warying degresa. The
crude subjectiviem of the argumentation is only &
faithful reflection of the orude particularism..ef
the zocial interests defended,

What do we want from
the RSSF conference

Peter Gowan

( Cheirman Birmingham Univeraity Socislist Society)

As the HNovember oonference of RSSF approaches
it is becoming clear that many important guest-
ions concerning the student movement and our
taska within 1t will not be fully examined, let
alone answered over the weekend of November 8th-
10th. It 4is therefore necessary for those of us
who wish H35F to establish ditself as the
vanguard organisation of the student movement to
ry to ensure that the conference concentrates om
the most essential problema.

We must face the fast that no revolutionary orga-
nisation can live on conferences alone, It must
develop a successful revolutionary "PHAXISY which
deepens ita roots in the mase and drives it for-
ward to higher levels of political struggle. And
yet dn Britein socialist student activity at the
HATIONAL level has been centred slmost entirely
on gconferences of one kind or another. NALSO saw
itself as the student section of the organised
labour movement and accepted the established cha-
nnels of communication inside that movement:
therefore 1t was nover more alive than when vot—
ing on resolotions at its snnual confersncea,

Its ideas were revolutionary encugh perhapa but
it wasn't a revolutionary ORGANISATION, because
it lacked any revolutionary practice. HALSO
a5 a national body was simply s forum for debat-
ing the problems which concerned the local soc-
ialist mocleties. RSA has also Ffailed to show
any revolutionary potential. The explanation for
this most often heard igs that its leadera were
reformiast or stalinist or both. This is at best
only part of the explanation and it betrays a
paralysing idealism on the part of those who put
it forward. For the basiec reason for the desth
of R34 as a national organisation has been its
failure to involve the student mass in mesningful
ealleltive action - meaningful both in the sense
of touching the actual grievances falt by stud-
ents and in the sense of demonstrating an effect-
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ive form of struggle. In other words, like
NAISO, HSA has lacked any kind of revolutionary
practices it has lived only in the world of
iders, only at conferences - its own or those
of NUS.

It became evident at the RS3F conference in the
summer that the new orgenisation is in danger of
sucoumbing to this old disability. Some comrades
geem to harbour the belief thst to be revolution-
ary simply means to hold and expound revolution-
ary ideas. Others, less deluded and more numer-
ous, are aware that revolutionary politica is
nothing if not political getion but can envisage
such action only at the 1lGcal level: for them the
function of a netional organisation became that
aimply of a chamnel of communication for the
exchange of ideas and experiences. Thia may be a
tenable wview in the present situation but if we
accept it we must be aware of its implications
for RSSF as a'national organisation: RSSF then
becomes a olub for revolutionaries, a centre of
debate, and not a revolutionary organisation. In
other words to asccept such B view is to wish for
nothing more then a revival of NALSO under a new
name. If this perspective is sdopted in November
a orucial opportunity will have been loat.

A third tendency was evident at the I3B conf-
erence: those comrades who recognised the need
for action on a national scale, the need for RSSF
to eatablish itself as a national political force
but who would seem content to leave the working
out of such plans of action to an executive bedy
elected by the conferemce. If previous experi-
ence of such student executives is any guide, it
would seem probable that the energy and resource-
fulness required of such an executive would be
more than it could be expected to possess, 'That
being the case RS3F would very rapidly degenerate
into a scens of sterile denunciations of the lea-
derahip such as has been such a marked feature of
student politics in the past.

Thus, those of us who wish to see RSSF as a



genuinely revolutionery organisstion of British
studenta should +%ry to ensure that the Wovember
conference focuses attentionon the central problem
of developing a revolutionary practice. But we
mat go further than aimply winning the confer-
ence's approval for the oprincipla of such a
perspective: we must try to commit ESSF to s spec=
ifie plan of action, a particular campaign which
it can develop during the months esfter the

conference.

There would seem to be at lemst three criteria
for judging the efficacy of such plans:

1) the demands they make on the Tesources avail-
able to RS5F.

2} the degree to which they exploit the specific
opportunities open to H3EF in the preseant
gituation.

%) the degree to which they raise the level of
consciousness of the masa and open the way for a
broader and stronger asssult on the bestions of
the British ruling clasas,

1. At the present time, the membership of RSSF is
almost entirely confined to students, and univer-
gity stodents at that. Secondly, while the
revolutionary leftis undoubtedly the most politie-
ally energetic sectien of university students, it
ig in most cases far from ococupying a position of
hegemony within the student community. Thirdly
there 1s great variation in the struggle of the
left from one wniversity to snother. Acceptance
of these limitations means recognition of the
fact that any NATIONAL action on the part of RSSF
pust be limited to the universities and must have
the mim of initisting student aciion om one par-
ticular dissue which confronts ALL wuniversity
studenta. (This does NOT mean, of course, that the
work of LOCAL RSSF branches should be limited to
the university campus). Further, the work requi-
raed of both the membership and the leadership
should correspond +to tneir level of commitment
end of  ©political development and with the
regources of time and money asvailable to RSSF,

2, iny campaign mist be grounded on the specifie
grievances felt by students in their deily lives.
the forms of action which RSSF opens up for stu-
dents must take account of both the general level
of conscicusnces and of the wide variatioms in
mood from one university to another at any given
time. Only then will students begin to see the
need for, and rTelevance of, HSSF.

3+ The issue, or issues, on which RSSF chooses to
act should be ones which will tend to throw up
other guestions in the minds of students and
whi.l, will lead them forwaerd to their demsnds
which +the ruling eclass will be unahle to meet,
Further, there iz much evidence that the moat
explogive sectors of the educational system in
Britain may at pregent 1ie gutaide the universities,
in other mreas of higher sdugstion snd parhaps in
the secondsry schools. It is therefore very imp-
ortant that the sctions of RSSF should be orient-
gted to rapidly broadening its base ocutaide the
universities.

This may be a useful framework for beginning the
uryent task of working out in the most concrete
detail a oampaign that could win acceptance at
the November confersnce. I will finally suggest
one posaible campaign - national sction against
the examination eystem: RSSF could call for a
netional stoppage for ocne day in the spring term
in gll universities;, =2 day 1in which studentas
could disecuss the question of cxaminations and
how ®o abolish them. Loeal RSSF branches could

set up ad hoo committees to prepare for the day-
long atrike ageinst the exams. The central
organisation of RSSF could prepare literatupe and
produce posters and arrange for speskera to tour
the eountry building up supportat local meetings.
The advantages of such a campaign would be the
explosiveneas of the exam issue amongat studants,
the appeal of the campaign beyond the universit-
ies epnd the possibility of running it at a
level which would be within the capacitiea of
R35F.

There will have to be exhaustive discusaions on
each proposed campaigm for the next period in the
1ife of R3SF. What thie paper seeks to establish
is tha¥ the central concern of the November conf-
erence should be with developing a plan of action
gt a nationsl level. The questions of programme
and organisation cannot be given any final form
at this stage. A programme can be put together
as the wmovement dewelops, The mnature of the
orgenisation set up in November should depend on
the tasks RSSF sets itself. The most fundemental
of these tasks is the development of revolution-
arypolitieal action,

TWO ON FRANCE

Amongat the predictable spate of publications
about 1last spring's crisia in France, two new
books: PFRENCH REVOLUTION, 1968 by Maureen Conv-
ille and Patrick Seale (OBSERVER correapondenta);
and EREVOLT IN FRANCE, a contemporery record of
compilation from the American MILITANT and INTER-
CONTINENTAL FHESS are happily charscterised by
their exhauative and accurate re -arsh.

Neither book is deeply amalytical; however both
point out the general lessons of Mpy-June: prim-
arily the counter-revelutionary roleof the French
Communist Party, and the background to the student
revolutionary movement, which eventually lead to
the largest strike in one country throughout all
history, and the greatest revolutionary movement
in post-war Western Europe.

The Penguin is of special interest becauss of its
research into the "Groupuscules", which were to
play such a vital organising Tole during the
grigis. The role of the Jeunesse Communiste
Hewvolutionnaire (JCH), +the youth organisation
segpoiated with the Parti Communiste Internstion-
sliaste (PCI), which supports the United Secret-
ariat of the Fourth Internationel is given
gpecial prominence. The JCR is described, as
"e...the moat formidable pressure group on the
extreme left."

The history of the revolution is traced back fo
the development of the Comite Vietmam National
(CVN), which has been enormously successful in
radicalieing and mobiliszing huge numbars of youth.
The development of the idea of Student Powaer,
around specific dssues of student domands is
exsmined at length.

REVOLT IN FRANCE has an excellent interview with
Alain Erivine, & leader of the JCR. It has a
wealth of day-to-day decumentary material which
gives one g real feel of evenis.

+ See advert elsewhers in this issue.

Fo-one who is interested in studying these events
in France can afford to misg theae two books.

* FRENCH REVOLUTION, 1968, Penguin 6/-.

Rod McVeigh
n




ANN TORODE

In a class sociefy, based as it is on the private
omnership of the means of productior, women's
status is necessarily low. Engels pointe out:

"Me division of labour between the two sexes is
determined by causes entirely a&ifferent I{rom
those thet determine the satetus of women in

gogiety." (Origin of the Family).

Thus, in primitive societies, where the property
was held in common, the major division of labour
was between the women, bearing children, cooking,
gpinning and worlking in the field, and the men
who hunted for food. The bearing of children,
neceseitating such e division of work, did not
entail the subjection of women.

On the ocontrary; in the earlier 'group family!
and the later 'pairing family'(to use Engels'
terme), women were very much respected precisely
becanse it was they that had the childrem. In
guch a society there was no reason for the pater-
nity of the mother's children to be established;
maternity alone was certain. Descent wee reckeoned
through +the female line. The conly owmership waa
in the necessary implements Tor living - hunting
gnd cooking eguipment, etc, and these items
11y reverted back to the gena of the deceased. In
the cess of the mother her children could inherit
from her, being of her gens.

uguR-

It was the development of privete property in the
means of wealth that brought sbout the crucial
ghenge, If it was the men thet were the hmters
of eattle, it was they who leter moved to herd-
ing them. #s their wealth in catt and slaves
{esptured onemies who looked after the herds )
grew, "it on the one hand gave the man a more
important atatue in the femily than the woman,
and on the other hend crested a stimulua o util-
igse the strengthened position in order to over-
throw the traditional order of inheritance in
favour of his children." @mnd this waa "The
world-historic defest of the female sex."(Engels)

From the previcusly free pairing marrisges there
developed male dominated marrisges - monogamy.
The women had %o become a breedesr of her
hugband'a children - and no-cne el
came  the property of her men, in
way 88 hias cattle were. Virginity was he
bafore marrisge and chastifty ever afd
examination of the divorce laws of this
up until as recently as 1927 exemplify
woman who committed sdultery eould be divorced,
bat for a wife to get & divoree she had to prove
oruslty as well). The fiction of marital unity
is atill operative, slthough in 1885 the wife
12

was given rights over her own person and by 1925
wives could be treated as individual persons in
property transactione. Similer examples could be
found in the marriage laws of most 'ls-_mis._

If Engels is correct in linkdng women's status
with the exiatence of privete osmership of the
megng of productiomn, them it puts the whole issue
of women's rights and sbilities in a different
perspective. It may be today that anthroplip-
glate ecould argue that Engels' account does not
take into account this deteil or that it is simp-
listic, but, to my kmowledge, there iz no better
hypothesis for the development of monogamy.)

S0, for esocialista to argue that woman's status
ia depided by her role, productive or not, and
that since the industrial revolution she |has
developed a low status ss factory production has
taken over many of her functions is as much of &
mystification of the real relations as it is for
journalista, ete., to say that it is her "iliogi-
cality” and more emotional approach that prevents
her from fully participating in the "logical™

male world.

Thiz basic inequality, traceable to the very
roots of cleas society, can be Justified by
societies' theorists who snslyse and understand
social relations as they exist in scciety, not
an they develop. Women, thus, are unequal
becanse they are not egual,

Peychologiata talk about "man the sctor®; men are
outward looking, actively involved in the world-
thia is their nature. Women'as neture, however,
is more bound up with her body, her glanduler
variations. She finds fulfilment in motherhood;
ghe operates on & more intuitive besic level., It
could only be in & male dominated society that
Freud could digcover not that men suffered from
envy of +the females' c¢hild-bearing, creature
capacities, but that women suffered from "pendis
envy"” and "eastration complexes"!

The religions glorify monogemy and motherhood
with their morelity of "chastity" end "purity®
marriage™ and the family - the
ideal which finda its expression in the Virgin
Mary myth. (Actually the Church is none too clear
on this. St. Paul anmd his ilk regarded women as
the personification of ‘evil and the "fleah" ,
designed to tempt the sscetic from his path - a
sentiment only too obvious in the old form of
marrisge service ).

the "sanctity

At a time when the Filll and educational opport-
unity ¢ presenting women with more freedom
both to limit the families and to seek interes-
ting work, the sociclogists come along to expl-

ain %o those mothers who'd like to work outside
the home the imporiaznce of the mother in the
'gocinlisation' process - especislly in the first
Five ye . A theory refined by the concept of
'maternsl deprivation™ = thet the child will be &




delinqguent if he does not have a secure relation-
ship ALL the time with his mother. (The research
for this was carried out amongst orphsns in a
large cliniecally run institution - not amongst
the childrem of working mothers where findings of
researchers show that they actually do not suffer
at all if adequete slternative provieions have
been made).

The warious ideological justification for
women's secondary status serve as a continuous
reinforcement of that status, especially as many
of them are accepted by women themselves - often
with pride - her femininity, her special rela-
tionships with children and her thought and bodi-
ly processes so different from thosze of men bestow
on her a uniqueness which affects her relation-
ships with both sexes.

But accepted by women or mot, all such arguments
can only serve to disguise the real relationship.

The inequality of women stems from the monogamous
marriage system - born not of the free deaire of
two pecple to live together - but of the need to
subjugate woman and deny her desires in the inte-
reata of the inheritance of private property. It
alap ensures that children are brought up within
their own class with all the limitations that
that may place upon them,

To bring sbout a radical change in the status of
women, the whole motion of family organigation in
society would have to be changed. It haa long
been recognised that the prevailing ideology ab-
out the home and family bears little relationship
to the actual family. The Hammonda' books, "The
Town Labourer 1760-1832" and "The Villsge Labourer
1T60-1832" paint a grim picture of the conditions
of life at the time of thé industrisl revolution.
EBspecially for the cottage women who took in work
mainly spinning, for the developing factorieas,
They had to work all the hours of the day, feed-
ing opium to their children to keep them guiet.
The middle class Victorian women, better off in
many -ways, was still a very frustrated being -
sexually and intellectually. She was part of her
husband's property and useless except as an ex-
ample of his wealth. The overcrowding, the slums
and poverty in Lemdon in the 193%0's has well been
documented in "Metropolitan Man" by Robert Sincl-
air. He shows what a travesty overcrowding, with
its concomitant incest, made of the ideals of
family life. But the family ss an institution has
ita weaknesses even in the epitome of all a fam-
ily should be - the white, middle-class American
household, with its limited well-fed children and
all its modern equipment as Betty Freddan in her
boock "The Peminine Mystique®™ concluded. She
points to the complete frustration of the "dream
life™ in her house - the alcoholism; the drug-
taking and the neurceses. The only "fulfilled"
women she found on one particular estate were all
working in interesting careers.

We must not confuse women's role as mother with
the monogamous marriage system and the restrict-
iona of family life. It is obvious that women
are the biological mothera - they have the babies
- and as such they should demand full rights over
their own body, including free, immediate abort-
ion, access to free contraceptives, and as Leao-
nora Lloyd says in her article on "Women as Moth-
ers"*#, research into congenitial ebnormalities.
It does not follow logically from this biological
fact that each mother will have to look after her
owm infanta in her owm home for ten years or S0.
This is a social question, not a biological cne.

The dimage of the little woman in the home is so
pervasive, thet even when methers go out tg work,
their job is considered to be secondary to the
childrens needs - a factor which does mot: apply
equally to the father. Women have two roles, the
sociologists tell wus, and furthermore, these
roles are conflicting. If she stays at home she
is & "cabbage" - if she gets a job, she is depri-
ving her infanta. It is true of ecourse. In our
society women are faced with these conflicts.

It is our job as socialista not to demand retrai-
ning eschemes for women after ten years of house-
bouhd motherhood. The omly way to “upgrade”
their job as mothera is to abolish fulltime
motherhood. It is only when children are seenas
the responsibility of society and not the sale
responsibility of +the individual parents; when
creches are provided for all children, from the
age of three morths onwards at the place of work;
when canteens provide meals commumally (which
naturally does not rule out family cooking aa
required); when time off is provided for having
babiea without consequent loss of seniority - and
perhape most importantly, when women are involved
as people in building a society - only then will
women be freed, both as second class citizens and
as workera. A sense of the possibilities of this
freedom can be seen in Felix Greene's moving book
"The Wall Has Two Sidea™, where he describes the
effect of +the Chinese revolution on the women.

The queation is, ecan any, or all, of theae de-
mands be met in & capitalist aystem? It is poss-
ible under capitaliam to have a system of creches
to enable the women to work - if the employers
need the labour as they did in wartime Britain -
but women would always have to face the possibil-
ity that in times of recession they would be the
firat to go (suddenly +the sociologists would
digcover +that healthy children need their mother
at home).

Even supposing that women had equal pay, condit-
ions and promotiom possibilities, both men and
women a5 workers face the problem of the nature
of work in capitalist society. In such a aystem,
the worker does not see himself as being involv-
ed in building & society by his productive
effort. Women are not going to free themselvea
aimply be escaping from the home in order to work
for an employer and his profits.

# See INTERNATIONAL Vol. 1, Number 5.
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Revolutionary perspectives
in France e Alain Krivine

(The following srticle has been translated from
ROUGE [(Red), & "journal of Communist Action”,

appearing in Faris.

hocording to 1E MORDE, the 12-page newspaper,
which mppears twice & month, has a circulation of
about 25,000 copiea.

“It was founded", according to LE MONDE, "by a
group of militants who took am active part in the
May events, perticularly those who belenged to
the former Jeunesse Communiste Revolutionnaire, a
movement dissclved by the decree of June 13. Ita
sim, according to those publishing it, 1a "to
rally the layer of militants who mobilised in Msy
to the left of the Communiest Party" in order "to
create a revolutionary organisaticn."”

A subseription to ROUGE coste 25 francs a  year
{37/6), and it is distributed in Britain by
Pioneer Book Service of B, Toynbes St., London El
- individusl copies may be bought for 1/10 p.p.

The suthor, Alain Krivine, a leader of the former
Jeunesse Communiste BRevolutiomnaire, was relsased
from priscn, where he had been held by the de
Gaulle regime in reprisal for his outstanding
role in the May-June events, only to be drafted
almost immediately into the Army. Trizlocn the
trumped-up charge is still pending.)

Throughout the summer, the right-wing preas, get-
ting its tips from the Covernment, waged a syste-
matie witch-hunt ocampaign. The groupleta are
everywhere, the JCR (Jeunesse Communiste Revolut-
iomneire) above all. Prectising the nefarious
tactic of "entriem™, it is inainuating itaelfl
everywhere; the CP (Communist Farty), the mass
orgenisations, and the vacetion camps in Coraica
BTE infiltrated. FRARCE-S0IR, PARIS-PHRESSE,
MINTTE, every paper is precccupied with ita plot-
ting, Not to mention the COVN (Comite Natiomal
Vietnam-National Vietnam Committee) camp in Cubs
where 500 youth were being trained in the useof
arme to the great indignation of Baumel-

This campaign has s purpose - %o make repression a
recognised, self-justifying feature of society,
to create a climate of all-ewmbracing repressicn
against the conspirators. Because the bourgecisie
was afraid in May, it felt ite power tottering.
Befora May, it was unaware of the vanguard groups
or it underestimeted them. Now it overestimates
them; it sees their hand in everything.

But from one standpoint, if it eoverestimates
their present atrength, it is not oversstimating
the potential danger they represent as a force
which threatens the machinery of integration into
bourgeois society and which rejects the parliam-
entary dialogue by which the bourgeois government
and the bureaucracy communicate smoothly, For
the bourgeoisie; repression iz a rational need,
which on thies occasion has taken on a fury that
iz a measure of the fears; the humiliations, and
the powerlesaness it experienced in May,

Some gre ftrying now to distinguish "{endencies"
in the govermment-a liberal tendency represented
4

by Bdgar Paure and a "cop" tendency represented
by Marcellin®., In fact, the policies of these
two differ only in their assessment of the bala-
nece of forees. Bdgar Paure understands that
gtarting in with fists clenched could set off a
resurgence of the atudent mobiligation of May.
Offering his hand first, he hopes that the refor-
miste, or the "serious students", who ses “parti-
cipation" (a demsgogic Gaullist slogan pledging
involvement of the students and workers inrmning
the country) as a continuation of May, will take
it. Omce tha "incorrigible wildmen" are isolated,
Edgar-the-1iberal will tarm over the reins to
Marcellin-the-clubj it's a scientific divisio— =f
labour.

Az  for us, while we try to exploit any margin of
maneouvre offered by divisiona of this sort;, we
congider that gll revolutionists worthy of the
name are constantly menaced by bourgeols society
because thay are constantly in conflict with it.
It is fine to take full advantage of periods of
legality but +there should be no illusions about
their durability. They are truces, not a normal
gituetion %o get used +to. This legality will
last only sa long as no one threatens the esatabl-
ished order., The respectable left, includidg the
CF, is trying to obliterate this lesson. But we
must revive the oconsciousness of the temporary
nature of this situation.

We muat prepare ocurselves for repression but not
by turning inward, by practising an cstrich-like
policy. To +the contrary, in CPPOSITION TO TEE
OFFICIAL REFRESSION of the police, vanguard mili-
tants must arouse MASS RESPONSE,; broadening the
movement, IN OFFOSITION TO THE FRO-GOVERNMERT
HEFRESSION of the seocret police and the CDR's
{Comites de Defence de la Republigue-Committees
for the Defence of the Hepublie-Gaullist and fas-
ciat bands) they must develop mass SELF-DEFENCE.

The economic situstion of French capitalism will
not be ocatastrophic in the coming monthe. The
buying power inherited from May is stimulating
demand. And since the capitelists took advantage
of the aborted crisise tu make their readjustments,
a period of economic expanasion is in the offing
for the immediate future,

But the effect of price increasses for such things
as cigarettes, railway fares, gas, electricity,
food can be out of proportion to their real econ-
omic importance. The workers went back to work
in perplexity after May, disillusiomed but not
orushed. WNaturally they are not ready for a gen-
eral strike every two momths. But they realise
that the bourgeoisie is trying to teke back what
it hed +to concede through a speed-up and price
inoreases, and they feel awindled and cheated.
Since the wage increases were proportiomally lar-
ger for low-wage workers than for the well-paid,
there may be sharp struggles in sectors like che-
micals or metals,

In this connection, the student movement's capacity
to block the govermment's policy in the univerai-
tiea is dimportent. Of ocourse, I do nmot think
that the student movement can play the role of

-




detonator as it did in May. However, the vanguard
workere-those who hope for a "revoluticnary resu-
rgence" since the "republican resurgence” Waldeck
Hochet celled for in the elections did not come
off-will keep their eyes on the movement which
was out in front in May: the student movement,

Iff the students accept Bdger Faure's "“partici-
pation,” Aif instead of deepening the concessions
they won in May they capitulate to the repressiom,
that would be a blow to the movement as a whole,
a blow to the morale of the workera. But if the
atudenta block the govermment's plans for the new
school year, reject a return to the old order and
preserve the apirit of May, that would give new
hope to the movement as a whole.

The student movement's first task is to EEAT THE
GOVERRMENT ON THE TMIVERSITY FRONT, and the asucc-

eaa of this depends partly on us.

But the astudents must not stay on the campuses;
they must explain the meaning of their struggle
in the npeighbourhoods sand the factories. They
must show that the workers and students are in
the fight together against "participation.” They

must expose the other face of "participation.”

THEY MUST SUPPORT ARND FUBLICISE ALL STRUGGLES
OPFENED UF BY THE WORKING CLASS. .
After Msy the students canmot any lomger go out

to fight alone; that would mean trapping the mov-
ement in the same impotence. The firat task of
the moment is to RALLY THE EXISTING WORKEERS VAN-

GUARD, which appeared in May both inside and
puteide the unions and the CP. With the Czecho-
slovak crisis sgeravating the post-election
malaise of the CP, it is possible today through
attractive slogans and a militant style to draw
together the nucleus of a workers vanguard. The
arena of this regroupment must be the Action

Committees and the workers committees where the
moat consclous workers ELT‘F: coming in search of
something different from & rehash 'of the CGT'a
economisé themes, where they hope to find politic-

gl underpinnings for their activity.

This slow, patient, atubborn work is the funds-
mental task. But parallel to this, we must count-
aer all the attempts by the Government, the
reactionaries, and apolitical types to organiee
the youth in movemente uvenenta

suchas the
Iniversitaires pour la Reforme (Univereity Reform
Movementa) and the Conseil Etudiant de France
(3tndent Council of France) and the Tnion pour la
Coordination des BEtudiants en Medecine \Medical

Studenta Coordinating Committee). Ageinat th

attagpta t CEEATE A VAST REVOLUTICHARY
HOTEMENT C } INIVERSITY AND HIGH-SCHOOL YOUTH
baged on the Comitea d'Action ILyceens (High-
School Action Committees), the Comitea d'Action
Enselgnement Technique (Technical High-School

Committeen), UNEF ([nion Nationale deg Etudi
Franceis = Prench HNational Student Union),
the student Action Committees. The best guarar
g8 pgainat any danger of & fascist development is
to organise the. youth.

Te set long-term perspectives, it is also necess-
ary to develop the means for carrying them through,
for keeping them from being diverted, for impos-
ing them by a favourable balance of forces. In
order to achieve this, the vanguard must be stre-
ngthened, educated, and rid of ites organisationsl
ppportuniam and ite petit-bourgecis hebits which
are bound wup as much with ite field of work as
its particular sociel origins. But these faulta
cannot be eliminsted simply by willing it ment-

ally. Only more wvaried sooial composition,
increased reeruitment in working class strata,
and the diveraification of areas of work can

achieve this.

The goal this wvanguard must set itself is to
formulate transitions]l aslogens, to bring the
transitional programme up to date. Such slogans
were cruslly lacking in May. The only thing the
militanta knew how to do was repeat the liet of
CGT demands in a differing order or to reaffism
fidelity to socialism. While the Action
Commi tteea or factory strike committees created
embryonic orgsns of power and broke down the
0ld barrier between ie-union action and palit-
igcal action, the militants remained impriscned in
t framework i from social democracy and
inigm, going from the minimum prograsm® to
: maximum programme and vice wverss, WITHDUT
HITTING ON TRANSITIONAL DEMANTS WHICH WOULD EDDC-
ATE THE MASSES AND MEET THEIR ASPTRATIONS.

their

above all must not turnm inward in
developing this transitional pro-

The militanta
the work of

gramme. For the themes selected to have any
valus, the messes muet identify with them, beoome
imbued with them, make them theirs. To acoompl-

igh this, the wvanguard militants must set in
motion & vast programme of research into the con-
crete conditiona of the exploitation of the work-
ers, promote collective formulation of slogans,
and urge that they be tested in practice, This
work must be done so that at the next orisis,
enriched by this prepsratory work, the aspontan-
eity of the maaaes will be on a still higher
level than it was in May.

* Appointed Miniater of the Interior om May 30,
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REPORT FROM
IRON MOUNTAIN

There has already been a great deal of
speculetion as to who wrote "Report from Irom
Mountain or the Possibility and desirability of
Peace”. (Now published by Penguin 4/-) Is it a
gemuine report from a United States Govermment
Commission or has it been written by Leonard C.
lewin who provides the introductory meterisl?
Fa#cinating ss such a discussion may be the
document, suthentic or not, has its own merita an
a study of the warfare state.

The necessity for heavy military spending for the
gtabilisation of the capitslist economy has
already been stressed by many bourgeois and
marxist economists +to wvarying degrees. The
report looks at various suggested substitutes
such as space research programmes of an @ROTYMOUS
social welfare acheme. This latter would make
available for all the housing standards enjoyed
by the top 1% of the American population. It
would abolish poverty and develop and protect
water supplies, forests, parks, etc. Alass, sucha
glgantie scheme would only stabilise the economy
for ten years at the most, after which it would
have achieved its aims.

Where the report goes further than most bourgeois
analyses is its perception of some of the other
aspects of the military system. Many points thus
touched on come as no surprise to marxista - the
following might almost come from "State and
Revolntion" - "The basic suthority of a modern
gtate overits people reaides in its war powers...
n & day %o day basis it is represented by the
ingtitution of the police; armed organisations
charged expressly with '"internal enemies' in a
military manner."

Other points display the kind of logic which has
made experts like Herman EKahn so well known. Thus
modern wars are improving since their killing is
moTre indiscriminate. Previoualy when the
strongest and moat able bodied went to war amnd
got killed wars were genetically regressive.

The atteapts to work out some substitutes for the
non-economic functioma of war bring even more
bizarre solutions, The war system controls
potential enemies of society - the sullstitute
sugpested is the reintroduction of slavery. The
first step towerda this would be the asdoption of
some form of universal military service,

The logic of the Report ultimately derives from
ite starting point of the compatibility of the
war and peace syatems with the stability and sur-
vival of American society. Whether it is authentic
or not it goes A long way in revealing the
bankruptoy of the bourgeois order in America.

> BRIAN DAVEY

Revolution in the
Havana Green Belt

Trevor Croft

These days the people of Havana are hard at work
on & project in line with the trend toward
freeing the Cuban capital of its agricultural
depepdence on other provincea. The goal, self-
sufficiency in food supplies for Havana is to be
implemented through the newly created Havana
Green Belt.

Thae Green Belt includes approximately 350,000
hectares of land. Of this sbout 20,000 hectares
have been allocated to citrus fruit tree inter-
planted with coffee. These crops are protected
from hurricanes by wind-breaks of sturdy trees
such as tamarind, which itselfl bears an edible
fruit, much used as a flavouring for drinke,
ice-cream and sweets.

With ite fine soil and total absence of frost
there is no reason to doubt Fidel when he says
that Havana province will have a citrus fruit
production greater than that of the State of
Florids, USA.

8o far, 40 million coffee plants have been plant-
ed in the Green Belt alone. Coffee was first
introduced into Cuba via Haiti around 1748. By
1833, it reached & production of 641,589 cwt.
But the collapse of the slave system and the
tariff war between Spain and the United States in
1848 brought about the ruin of the Cuban coffee
industry.

Now the Hevolution is planting coffee, this time
under incomparably superior conditions from a
point of view of quality, technique, and variety.
The Havana province slone has now outstripped
Mexico, planting eight times the annual smount of
that country. During October and November twenty
to thirty million more coffee seedlings will be
planted. This means that Havana province will
even have a surplus ito export.

Huge plant nurseries, rabbit breeding farms (for
skin and meat) a cattle insemination centre, said
to be one of the world's most modern, dairies,
botanical gardens and even & w00 are gquickly
changing the face of outkr Havana,

A total of eighty reservoirs will be constructed
in the Green Belt. Many of these are at present
under construction. Lerge scale irrigation will
make poessible bumper crops of vegetables, sugar
cane, rice snd gandul beans. The planting of the
latter was begun as = salute to the victorious
Tet offensive of the PLAF of Bouth Vietnam. The
first gandul seeds were sownby the DHEV ambassador
and the head of the NLF misaion.

A1l thia iz the work of thousands of Habaneros
who have been carrying cut a systematic invasion
of the Havana province countryaide in a giant
effort to transform unproductive land into
productive areas.

The Piner voluntary mass-scala incorporation of
the people into agricultural work is an example
of the high degree or revolutionary awarenass the
Cubans poagess, Pressure and material incentives
are not needed to advance the revolution. Taking
up hoes, picks, shovels; and planting bags
the agricultural army fighta to OVETOOmE
underdevelopment.




