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QUR POLIOY.

The undersigned comrades are issuing the INTERNATIONAL
NEWS which will express in its pages a specific point of
view not in conflist with the program of the Workers Rarty.
It will supwort wholeheartedly the Party's program, activity .-
and political clarification. : :
: To i%s shame the Workers Rarty has pushed to one side
the burning issues of the permanent revolution and its appli~
cation to the United States, fhe Negro question, the.character -
of the Latin American revolutions, etc., and has handled the
vital international problem of the new turn of the Interna-
tionsl Communist Lesague with purely oxrganizational, slander-
- ous and bureasudratic methods. . These burning issues must be
dealt with to the fullest extent -throughout the Party. The
factional usurpation by the Cannon caucus of the public Party
press and official inner-Party channels - in favor of the.
Prench turn, so-called, which the Party hes not endorsea =
mist be overcome, A gquestion of principlé vital to the
revolutionary movemen’ cannot be kept under look and key.

Since the organization of -the Workers Party tle Cannon
saucus, which controls the apparaius and the press, has sys- -
tematically suppressed matoerizl and srticles presented by
left-wing comrades. At the same time it has publicly pre-. = -
sented voluminous wmaterial in support of the new turn of the.
I.C.L. - the "French" turn whish haS not been endorsed by '~ =
the Party - and .it has opsnly and brazenly stated it wogldf;
publish nothing opposing this turn. In its initial. perilod
the policy of fhis caucus has shifted the Party far to the - -
right of the Declaration of Prinmciples and has plaaed stum- . .
biling-blocks in the way of recruvibing left-wingers into. the
‘Party. To this day it has never printed in the Wew MiIlitant
the second draft of Prainciples which the fusion foroces &= . - ..
dopted at the founding of the Party. Its policy allows
right-wing enem’os of the Party, such as Bulenz and others,
to resign from the Party while it carries on wonth after - .
- month an expulsion campaign against-left-wing comradeSy such
a8 Zack and many cthers. = S : Tl R

With the supprassion of the ordinary Paxrty rights of -« ., .-
expression discipline becomes a factional usurpation .of the - -

apparatus for the suppression of political discussiom ..
throughout the Perty. Ieft-wing comxades, therefor, find
it nesessary to issue an INTERNATIONAL NEWS dulletin to
the Party memberchip in order to present valuable suppressed .
documents and internaticnal material of vital importange o - -
the Party's political decisions. Space will not permit us. .
to list the entire catalogue of suppressed documents and
articles; we will havs to salect those dealing with the:
‘most important and pressing issuses. Since the inception of
the Party articles, documents and resolutions of meny ‘edm--
rades have been suppressesd by one method or anothers. Res-
..olutions up for vove in the Political Committes have been - .
bottled up,~ vcied neither for or agaiust,- and to this day
they remain bo*tled op. On this basis éand in spite of the
fact that rescluilons were presanhed to the Politieal Comm~
ittee BEFORY iis evant, many important issues hsve passed -

by the Workers Paxrty with no position at all presented by
the Party or witn & false and watered-down position.pub-~
lished to the Party’s public disgrsace. '



The responsibility for thse present situation in the
Paxrty 1s shared with the Cannon caucus both by the comrades
supporting comrade Muste, on the one hand, and especially by
comrada Weber, on the other hand, because of their inability
%o fight the poliey of the Cannon faction.  This faction can
be fought sffectively only by a left-wing program, by proper-
ly connecting up its S.P. orientation in America with its '
Support of the new turn of the I.0.L. - & turn and an orien-
tation which have strangled the Party since its foundation.
It is precisely ths material on this question which is being
rigidly suppressed and those courades who are leading the
fight against the liquidation of our sections into the parties
of the Second International are the ones who ars discriminated
against by the controlling faoction. ‘

Unlike other members of the Party who publish material
outside the Party and contrary to its Declaration of Prin-
ciples, the undersigned will issue this suppressed material
only for the Party, and all of the material we present will
be within the bounds of the Declaration of Principles. We
will defend the Dsclaration of Principles against those who -
are watering it down in the Party's 1life from day to day,
and at the same time we will seek to0 complete the Declara-

~tion as s full, rounded, Marxian document as rapidly as
possible and within Party bounds, We aim, too, and on this.
basisy to assure the Party's gorrest and timely leadership .
- in day to day struggles. :

Against the "Prench" turn.
Against the $.P. orientation. _ :
For the Marxist road to the 4th International.

Publishing Committess

Handj
Beardsles.

LI N S A B B Y BRI S I

' The next issue will contain important articles on the
following: , ;

'PROBLEMS OF THE LATIN AMERICAN SECTIORS
- by P. Eiffel. '

Thesis on the Negro question.

International notses.

Other important articles.




AGAINST THE LIQUIDATORS. .
FOR AN INDEPENDENT MARXIAN PARTY. .

gne of the most important questions caonfronting the world .
labor movemenmt, if not the most important question, is the dis-
pute over the road to thy Fourth International. Just as -many
of the parties of the Sccond Internstional arg torn with faoc-
tional strife over the yuestion of the road to power, so too the
sections of the International Communist League and those close
to it are torn with factional strife and splits over the gques-
tion of the road to the Fourth International. x

The new axis of dispute, now that ths Committee of Four . £oxr
the Fourth International had such a short periocd of life, re-
volves around the question of the nsw turn of the I.C.L., common-
1y known as.the "French" turn. . In America it first took form in
the dispute at the third, and last convention of the Communist
League of America in the three-cornered factional fight over the
question of the "Prench" turn. : ‘

In this fight only a comparatively small number of comrades
understood that the entry into the S.F.I.0. (85.P., France) was
only the first step of a new international orientation. If they
could at that time have been convinced of this undoubtedly the
overwhelming majority of the rank and file would have opposed it
and probably could hgve daefeated it. Instead they believed all.
the false arguments about the "exceptional circumstanges" which
in Prance necessitated an Wekceptional step"™ and believed assur-
ances given to them that this step would not be extended to0 any
‘other countries. Even when only a short time later. its applica-~
tion to other oountries was proposed by the International Sec-
retariat or by the national leadership of other sections, many
comrades hesitated to admit that they had besn wrong in regard-
ing the step taken in Prangs as merely & national taotia. 1Iwo
or three or four "exceptions", even if they concexrn thd two O
or three or four leading sections of ths intexrnational organiza-
tion, in their opinion still do not affeat the 'international
line'. We maintain, howaver, that it is precisely the "orilenta-
%ion“ itself whioh made it from the very outset an international

u—rn. ’ ' .
FROM SECTARIAN ISOLATION TO OPPORTUNISM. -

The new orientation, first smuggled in as the "Prench" tury,
was supported precisely by those who, as the result of their in-
ability to wake the turn from a maere opposition and propaganda
group to an independent political organization, had logt faith

in the I.C.L. as an independént Marxian forcae, This was true in
an especially high degree of the leadership of the G.L.&. (Gannon,
Shachtman, Swabeck). They had lost faith in the future of the -
Teague and supportad the new orientation in the hope that it

. would save the League (or rather their leadership).

But in America this orientation took on a.special form. An
intermediate 1ink - the impending fusion with the American Work-
srs Party - was inter jected which helped to obsgure the essential
fgets. Tt allowed the legdership to lull the doubts of most of
the members as to the danger of tha "French" turn being extended
to other countries and above all to the U.8. and at the same
time it Served a Similar purpose in other countries. *Fusion
in the U.§. and Holland! This must be the line and not the




"prench" turnt - so argued comrades in all countries. They did
not see behind the surface; they did not see that to the C.L.A.
leadership fusion with the A.W.P. was only & stepping stone on
the road to the S.P. Militants. Today ever grester numbers of
comrades begin to see through this double bookkeeping of the
national and international leadership of the L.C.L. Unfortu-
nately in some countries - France, Relgium, perhaps in others =~
heavy losSsesS have alraauy heon cuffered. ALl ths more reafon,
therefora, to put shoulders to the wheel and prevent furthsr dis-
aster. The fate of the ssctions of the L.C.L., to this day one
. of the decisive forxces for the Pourth International, is of imme-
diate. concern to every member of the Workers Barty. The. new Or- .

ientation wmust be defeated if the New Intarnational is to live!

- PUSION-IN THE UNITED STATES. -~ el

The historic task of the fusion between the G.L.A. and the
A.V.P. was to broaden the organizational pasis for the applica-
tion of Marxisum to the Amexican Scens. I1f carried out correct-
1y and sinceyrely it opened up the possibility of oreating in the
U.S. sn independent Marxist party, standing for the Fourth in-
ternational, precisely at the mement when in purope the I.CsLs,~
up till then the main protagonist of the Pourth International,=-
began to liquidate its sections into the parties of the Second
Internationgl. ‘ :

: But the fusion was carxied out neither ocorrectly nor sin-
cerely by the lsadership of the G.L.A. They supported whole-
heartedly the "new orientation” of the 1.C,L. Not without good
reason they were stricken with the sawe panic as the interna-
tional leadership of the I.C.L. The difficulties sacgompanying
the turn from a mers opposition and propaganda group t0 an in-
pendent political and organizational life frightened them. &hey
were unable to make this turn. Thus they lost faith in the CeL.A.
gomething had to be done to "save" it; that is, to save them~
selves, its '"leadexrs"! The "new orientation" seemad to open up
the pexspective of an eas ier and guicker way "to the massss!,
They /eagerly seized upen it. They had been ready for it. Now,
with Trotsky!s authority behind them, they could openly suppoxrt
it. a ’ ,
© But there was the A.W.E. It had come out for an indepen-

dent revolutionary party. It had to be.eliminated as an inde~
pendent force if the application of the "new orientation"™ to the
U.$. was to go through successfully. The Gannon group had' two
-perspectives in:th&&.reSPth:*eithex'fusien with the A.W.P. might
yosult miraculously in such & growth of the new party that a deal
- with the Militants of the S.D. would for the time belng be un-

necessaxry; or, the A.W.X. had to be taken along- on the road to
fusion with the Militants or even outright entry into an S.P.
dominated by ths Militanmts. Fusion would swell the ranks of
the Cannon group leading towards this objective. It was nunhers.
now that oounted, nothing else. Therefore: fusion - at eany costi

FUSION AS A STEPPING-STONE FOR THE "NEW ORIENTATION".

gonsequently the gannon group, instead of using the preSsure
. of the left wing in the A.W.P. in order to achieve & wore




gdvanﬁageous.iniﬁial position for transforming the merged perty . .
into &'trqu Nexxist party, ylelded to the numericsally more im-
- portant right clenente ia the A,W.P. Phue the sli-impoxbant task
of agsisting'the nest elemments in the A.W.P. 1o find the road to
Marxism was sacrificed o whe s1timate ~ and immediate aimS of the
Caancn group: to use the fusion with the A.W.E. a8 & stepping stone,
gowiid% fusion with the Milijsanmhts or entry into a party dowinated

y them. =~ = o L
Fusion with the A.W.P. soexved the Cannol group another and
very important purpose. Thay would never have been able to pexr~
‘suade the membexrs of the C.T.&. to suppor’h the "new orientation”
‘and its first application in ¥rance if the members had not been
1ed to believe that this was & strictly French matter, not to be
applied to any other country. If they ned underssood that it was
a new internat ional oriemtation, to be applied during the follow- - -
ing wonths fo one country after the other, they would never have
consamecsd to give it their woral backing. They would have been
even 1s88 willing to do so if there had been any suspicion left
in their mind that it would be one day applied to the U.$. &8 well.
The impending fusion with the A.W.P. Served to dispel this suspicion.

THE AMERICAN SIDE OF THE NEW ORIEBNTATION.

The minoxity in the C.L.A. pointed out that it was impossible
for the Cannon group to Support the new orientation - which they
‘knew to Dba of an international character - and at the same time D@
gincerely for the fusion. But as a smoke-8creel the- Gannon gIoup
uSed the . time-honored trick of aocus ing their opponents of exact-
"1y the orime of which they themselves were guilty. Being them-
selves insincere in their professed attbempt to puild, on the basis
of the fusion, an independent Marxist party, they asocused those
who were against the "Prench’ turn of being also against the fusion!
While - the minoxity pointed cub that on the contrary they were
for the fusion because they were for building independent parties,
Ihs slanders and lies of the Csnnou grOUP suocceeded at the time.in
mislead ing the majority of the delegatas o the 3.T.4. convention.
gince then, seeing that the predioticns of the mimority ha
been correct, more and mOre comrades have 10ft the Gannop‘group
and sided with the formar minority in the C.L.A. which since then
has widened out into the 1eft wing of the Wels ; T
- For a-time the slanders ané 1ies of the Cannon group had an-
. othér serious result: they induced many comrades from the formerl
A.W.P. 1o believe that the former Celied. pminority was against
~ fusion. These comrades too have 1anrned in the meant ime that they
were vietimized by a grosSs migrspressnbation of facts. They have
learned that if there are groups in ths party which ars against
the fusion as the basis for building an independent Marxist party,
they are t0 be found not &t the lei but at the right, among the
followers of Budenz 01 the one hand, and among the supporters of
Gennon on the other hand, Both have to be isolated and if neo-
essary eliminated if the Paxty is to 1live a8 an independent
Marxist force. : ‘

"MRO ROADS".

, The Fourth Inbernational ocaxn be built only by an.independent
organization and political force which utilizes fraction work as

10 g,




a tactic—for achieving this goal. But there are two dismetrically
opposite views as to how to proceed in this respect. One group of
comrades beliave that it is necessary to build a left wing witiin
the parties of the Second International by dissolving intoc thnase
parties the existing independent organizations standing for ths
Fourth International. Oncs inside, thess comrades nold, it will
be easier to win not only the loft socialists but also the Laib
Stalinists to ths ides 0f 2 new international. & Sac0ac ZYOuUD of
gomrades holds the opposits viewpoint, In their opiaion the left
socialists as well as the left Stalinis®s can e abbranted o the
idea Of a new internstional only if confrontad with indegandant
groups which conduct fraction work inside the Centrist parties and’ -
which, by their very axistence, force the crystalization of left
glements. Only & firm and consistent line and organizational
Stops in harmony with it can attract and hold these leftward mov~
ing comrades and groups in the Recond and Third Internationals
and expoSe the vacillations and in part the insincerity of the
1saders of thgse left curremts before their own followers. If
carried out with the correct combination of firmness and flexi~
bility this policy will sooner or later succeed in splitting off
groups from the parties of the Second and Third Internationals,
thus opening-up the possibility of, their fusion on a Marxian ba-
sis with the independent organizations outside.

... 'on ‘the ocontrary the policy advocated by the comrades who are
* f£61 " the liguiddtion of these indepemdent groups will slow down
~and even stop the leftward daevelopment of the oppositionsl soc-
iglists and Stalinists by giving their leaders the best possible
arguwent for not breaking with their own parties. Both the left
S00izlists and the left Stalinists,-both indispensable for the
~building of the Fourth International,-will by this policy be

- " lost and pushed to the right.

' OHE NEW ORIENTATION RETARDS THE LWPT DRIFT IN THE ZND ?NTEBN’L‘

The last six months have given the international working .
class the opportunity to test which of these two policies helps
to build the fon-dutions for the Fourth International and which
hinders it. The wro most important Kuropsan sections, the French
and Belgian, have already been dissolved into the socialist par-
ties of those counbries (SFI0 & PORB), and in other sections,~-the
§panish, Polish, Swiss and Italian,-the ilnternational leadership.
0f the I.G.L. has basn trying to bring about majorities for the
sams step. The effect of the entry of the French ssetion into |
the S,F.I.0. last Pall was iumediately felt, nationally and in--
ternaticnally, by the left sociaiists and left §talinists. It
goes without saying that the latter looked with utter disgust onm
an organization which, while in words stand ing for a new commu-
nist international, concretsly could think of nothing but entry
into the parties of the flecond International. NWowhere, notw ith-
standing the repsated assertions of the international leadership
of the I.C.L. =(charscteristically snough these assertions arse
_never sagcompanied by concreta factsl) - nowhere has the L.C.L.
since the entry of its French section into the $.F.I.0. bsen able

to gain any influence over the oppositional currents which have
developed in the Third International against its shameful degen-
oration into a new specises of social-chauvinism.
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The left sooislists, -on the other hand, have reaated even

more direetly to the "new orientation” of the L.0.L. The main’

faet which has to be stated clearly and emphatically is this:
the. movement for a break with the $econd International, which -
just in the summer of 1934 began to assume bigger and bigger --.
proportions, is for the time being dead. It has been killed by
the famous "French" turn. The main groups whose leftward evo-
lution has been affected nagatively by this orientation ars nat-
urally the left socialists in France and Belgium, but they are .
by no means the only ones. In France, where the political crisis’
made it especially urgent to push the left sociaslists still far- -
ther to the left, up to the point of breaking with their party - -
and fusing with the independent force outside on a Marxian basis, -
the general leftward evolution of the $.P. has been retarded and -
has even given place to. a new evolution to the right. Moest of-
them, led by Pivert, the hope of the I.G.L. leadership, support .
the official leader of the Paris district, Zyromsky, wherever it
goes to0 concrete acts or even to votes om resolutions only. .
Zyromsky, whose leftwaré evolution, in turn, has been arrested .
by the entry of the I.C.L. section, has been pushed into.a posi- . -
tion of leaning towards the Third Internationall $o now; criti- -
cize Zyromsky but not ourselvesi Push Zyrwomsky toward the Third
International and then warn hiw against Stalinismi , -

' This is“one of the most tragic effects. of the "French” turn.
The workefs can See only one alternative; the $econd or the Third
International. Nobody can blame them for choosing in that case .
the Third International which traditionally still represents the
october Revolution and the first Workers $tate. And nobody. can
blame them for not having faith in the movement. for the Fourth
Internst ional when the leaders of this movement ligquidate thelr
sections and become the left opposition of the Second Interna-
tional with the "advantage“ of being inside. The workers have
seen these leaders push Spaak towards capitalism. ‘

THE [.C.L, ALSO DISINTEGRATES.

@ur contention that the "new orientation" would destroy
the I.C.L. a8 an international force {unlass corrected .in time},
and that this ovent, disastrous for the cause of the Fourth In-
ternational, would more than offset all the apparent small gains
that might be possible here and there on a national scale where
the turn was applied, has unfortunately been proved to be only. .
too correet. Of the Seven Europsan sections five have experienced
a Split as & result of the turn: the French, German, Belglan, -
Polish and $pasnish. (The Dutch section has been saved a split
for ths present at least by fusion with the 0.8.P.; the Gresk
seoction had just gone thruugh a number of splits so it should be
. left out in this oonnaotion%. - o

In every case the total membership of the pro-entry and anti=-
entry groups is very much smaller than the total wmewbershi be-
fore the split. Hundreds of cumrudas have given in to thelr
feeling of disgust and despair and &rw, for the time being ab C
‘least, lost for the movement. The worst sase of all, especlally .
“in.view of the gigantic tasks confroating that section, 1s the
case of the German Section. Here the membership, which during
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one year of the Hitler regime had Soared fram;lass.than;zgdﬁfo
about 900, once more dropped to about the same number a8 hefore
gitler? A1l over Burope, threatened by war and fasoism, the seo-
tions of the I.C.L. have been broken up - all this, too, and
paghetieally emough, in the name.of the struggle against fascism
and war. ‘ -

Another aspect of the disastrous effect of the new turn on
the I.C.L. i8 that the lack of collective leadership has evernl
been intensified. In truly bursaucratic fashion international
decisions of the first Llmportance are made without any .consulta- -
tion of the sections; in those rare cases whers it is regarded
as necessary sham plenuns are held to give these degisions & . . .
post-festum sanction; all information is withheld from all those
who oppose the new orientation, including sven those who OPpoOsSe
it on tactical grounds only as in the case of comrade Vereeckeny
s wmember of the Lnternational Secretariat itself. Thug is proved
even to the blind that the I.8. functions today exclusively a8
the center of & narrow faction and oatsrs to its own factioral
needs and interests at the expense of the broader interests of
the movement for the Fourth Ipternational and of the working
class as a whole. - ‘ . B '

Summary. The "French" turn was motivated by a partially
conoealed and false.estimate of tha Second Internstional, This
made the turn international and "justified" entry inte the .
Second Irternational through the liguidation of the L.CeLe S80~
tions in many countries = & principled and disastrous error as
proved by subseqient events. It followed inevitably,;too, that
those who sccepted this turn adopted an 3.FP. orientation, soften-
their blows sgainst the @econd Ipternational, and fell into tall-
endism and opportunistic errors. Inevitablys, too, the indepen-
dent role of even such parties as the WePvs UsS.h, wWasS gradually
liquidated both politicelly and in the party life and structure,
and the membership became demoralized. The road to the Eourth
International became blocked with the "gainst of this fatal
turn. Leftward moving sociallisis and- 8talinists were driven
back to their buresucracies and blreausracy itgelf took faection~
al possession of seotions and pexties stending for the Fourth

International. ‘ )
Sloh is the "French" turn., It wwss yacelve @hegretloal :
gly before it is forever

and organizational correction imnediat
t00:late. - The story of this struggle and the gains it has wmade
deserves a separate article. - ‘
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SPLIT 5 SPIO0
CALL FOR TUE ORGANIZANION OF 4 NEY PARDTY IN FRANCE

The situation in France is becoming worse. FasScism is making head-
way even though it was momentarily stopped, and unless decisive steps
are taken at once it will be too late to stem the tide of reaction
and Fagcism. AT The present stage the most important and burning
problem of the French working class is the organization of a revolu-
tionary Marxian Party, to lead, to direct and to organize the strug-
zle for power. The parties of vhe Second and Third Internationals are
no more capable of carrying out this task in France than their sistet
parties were in Germany before Hitler took power. Unless a new force,
o new party is organized as & polarizing force for the regrouyments
taking place in France in the layers of the class we will lose our
opportunity .

Much time hes alresdy been lost, due te the fact that the only in-
dependent force in the world after Hitler took power gave up its in-
dependent positiom in France, liquidated its organization and ente~
rsd the SPFIO as the Bolshevik-Ieninist Paction. is a faction of the
Socialist Party they have already lost ground. 4 gain in numbers will
not make up for a loss of political ground and Marxian principles. A
new party is needed ~ a new party based upon revolutionary Marxism.

This party will have 4o be orgenized, and the preparation for the
struggle for power will have to be carried out in spite of and against
the parties of the Second and Third Internationals,

Therefore, it is essential ®o obtain a regroupment as rapidly as
possible, To this end we think the ICL should call for a split in the
3FI0, The International Communist group around Lhullier, which opposed
the French turn, and which refused to enter the SFI0 and instead de~
mznded the continuation of the independent organizabtion with faction
work inside of the SFIO, should, together with the split from the
5PT0, call for the organization of & new revolubtionary party. The ,
obher groups in and out of the Second and Third Internationals should
be invited to form a new party based upon B Marxian progdram.

It should be clear by now that the perspective of reforming the
5PI0, of making it an instrument of revolution is hopeless and false.
T should be clear by now that the SFPIO is & petty-bourgeois vote-
getting party and that at best only faction work by an independent or-
ganization can be carried on in the SFIO. Even though the split may
carry with it several thousand ab best this centrist material will
yield small fruit, and only if the party has a firm theoretical
foundation in Marxism. '

Considering cvents in Prance and thoe shift in the PFrench, as wall
a8 the internafional working class, it should be clecar by now that
the ICL has caused tremondous demage by giving up its independeunt po-
sition in Francae by the liquidation of its organization into the
SPIO and constituting o faction of the Second Internationel. This new
turn of the ICL, which has becn applicd in difforont forms by groups
in all countrics whoro the ICL has scotions, hus checkod and con-
fuscd the loft drift .nd splits from the cenbrist partics end in turn
hes causcd a driftv of othor forces Toward contrism end tho Sccond
Intornacional, instead of toward Marxism, bocuusc the ICL gave up its
indepondent position.

If the Bolshevik-Ieninist fuction in the Socialist Party agrcos to
» ®plit porspoctive, instoend of the porspective of roforming the SEFIO
or of making it on instrument of revelution, it shquld Be dons within
tho following peliticsl Fromcuork: The split must he preparcd to take
~g large & group as possible, Tho s)lit must propare to locave = fac-
tion in the SPFIO. Whe now poarsy vo he orgrniz.d must also organize o
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ion in the CP. The split group must immodiately contaet the group

fact
That rofuscd to onter the SFIO, the Ihullior group, and btogothor with
it propore the groundwork for the unificat ion of «ll forces possible
into 2 new Marzxiun Poarty. Call for othor forces in the CP “nd SP as
well o8 the indepondent grouns to unite upon tho basis of Marxism.

ul.

But above aoll, tho splicv policy must be carricd through upon tho
vosis of corrceting the false now surn of the ICL. Tho false ovalun-~
tion of Socinl Demoeracy mus. he rojoclted, iL.c.: that it is possible
to rofom or to use the prrtics of the Yccond Intornntional as in-
strumcnts of rovolution, Corrcet the flsc position on the question of
Orgrnic Unity. And ot the simo timo the corrcet perspective of build-
ing the prrtics for tho Fourth Internationsl must be proscnted: Tho
consolidption rnd strengthening of the world Morxin groups ~nd par-
tivs, ~nd ths unificntion, into & revolutionory Marxzian Party, of our
groups or soctions with loft contrist groups "nd partics who hove
011t or will spliv from the Sccond nnd Third Inborantionols. This to
3 coordinntod with faction work in the two bonkrupt internationnls
by oour independent group or scctlon in cach counbry.

IL the e&plit in the SFI0 tnkes »place vithout ~ correction of tho
theorotleal promise which wooiv ted it ~né 1oy boelow the new folse
turn of the ICL (the so-cnllod Pronch turn which hns boon opplicd to
the dcetriment of the Mrrxists throughout tho world), the split will
hovo no prectictl vilue on the rowd to power, nc mattor whet the mo-
nantnry ghing moey hes How mony times hos Stolinism covercd uwup its
fnlsc theorcticnl position by left turns ~nd by criticism of tho op~
plicction of the "corrcet lino™? The outstrnding cxomplé was the third
poriod left zig-zoge, Loft Oppositionists throughout the world who
confusced this turn with » corrcction of the thoorotiocnl bnse, copi-~
tulsteds In this rospect the split in the SPIO must be accomprnicd
vy v corrcction of the f£1sc thooroeticnl promisce bohind tho cnlry
groups ~nd behind the tum which liquidntos our soctions into the prr-
tiss of thu %ocond Intornationnl, which hns givon the orgrnization
5P oriomtntlons nd hns roducod the iformer Left Opposition of the
Comintorn into the Ieft Opposition of the Sccond Intern tional.

Yhore 15 no doubt thrt - s01it in the SFIO nd the orgnization
of v now party would inelude ~u the very incodtion meny contrist clo-
monty, oven tho majority of the now party, oven though the fusion
progrim would bo Mnrxist., Bvon with n corrocet progrom it would not Do
gatisfnetory md would pl-y in tiwe h né of <the conbrists if tho
Mrrxion™ progr'm doos not includo . corrcction of the folse now turn
of the ICL c¢ndorscd by tho Poris Plonum of tho ICLe ‘

If ~ corroct stop is t-kon in Fronco it would help stom the tido
of disgintogr~tion on ~ world scnlc. It would help the Marxists overy-
whercs Whit ro & will the Dolshovik-Loninist frction trke? Will 'thoy
continuc their £-1zc course of rofoming the SPI0, of ~ttompiing to
uss it a8 o instrument of revolution? 7ill thoey split but rot,in the
f~1lso theooretic~l promisc? Or will choy split ~nd corrcet the £1%c
new turn of the ICL? Vo ngnin proscnt the ro 4 to corroct thoe orrors
~1nd opon the wny to 3 Marxian PLRWY.

Y




Brussels, March 4, 1936
To the Members of the ({International) Plemwa;- Comrades:-

The IS informs us in its letter of Peb. 26 that the transfer of
the IS to Brussels which was to take place in the fulfillment of the
decisions of the last Int'l Plenum is nov practically inapplicabls,
and proposes to us that it be continued in the city where it renides
at present. But in order to meke it workable in that city the IS pro-
poses to make rather important changes:- ingtead of comrades Sncevliet
Durand (Schwartz), Lesoil & Vereecken, comrades Sneevliet, Martin
(Perosci), Durand, Oscer Fischer and Du Bois (Ruth P'ischer) are pro-
poseds

Arguing for the impossibility of the trensfer to Brusgsels the IS
states "that a break has just occurred between Charleroi and "Brussels”
that this break "was nothing unexpected", that it is nothing at a
"helated echo of The new oriemtation", and that one might have hoped
Tthat the experiemnces of the last months would have convinced the
comrsdes in Brussels too of their false position which made than op-
sonemts of this new orientation”.

From this letter it would also appear that "the Belgian comrades
themselves those in Charleroi as well ¢s those in Brussels, congider
the deciSion to transfer the IS to Belgium as inapplicable.”

THE BREAK IN D05 BEZLGIUM SZCTION.

I+ is true the Beclgium scetion is threatoncd with a split but to
lcave the impression rs tho lottor of tho IS doos that this broak 1is
definito, altho & Nat'l convontion is to fake placc oun the 10th of
March, meons to comtribuic to the incvitability of a definitc broake.

Tn tho following we shall rclate in briocf summary ~nd a8 objoc~
tively a8 possible vho cvents which have tokon placo in the Bolgien
scetion since the now oricntation, and tic presont situation.

“When the position wes takon by the US znd tho French gcction ro-
rording the cntry into tho SFIO -a majority of our scction pronounced
itself aguinst this turn; it has nevor ccascd t0 advocato its point
of vicew on Lhis quostion but it has ncver pub an obztacle in tho way
of this cxporiment (Fr: xporicnce). Somobime lotor the qucstion of
tho entry of our othor comradss into the ronks of the Young Socialigt
Guards was poscd. Toc Charleroi districu, which practically controls
and cdits our papor Lo Voix Communisto, has precipitated this discus-
sion <nd hag succooded in obtaining « small majority. o shall lecave
aside horc thoe quostion of the deliberate confusion of thc voto tak-
ing. Altho thomajority of the Vouth comrades worc opposcd to this
dcoision tho minority both of vhoe adults cnd tho youth {in both casos
& big minority)submitted To disciplinc. The Youth with their conter
in Brusscls have dissolved tucir orgonizatbion and hove coosod publi~

ation of thuir papcr To Voix Mes JouncsS. A8 hed bcon docidod by our
natll assombly ot the ond of 1934 the Young Ioninists who wero in
fovor of this policy, i.c.: the minority of thom, cntered the Young
Secinlist Guords wailc thosc who hed fought ve, this policy, 1.Cs:
the mojority, Jjoined the Loaguc.

2% tho timo of tho discussion on tho ontry of the Fronch Ioague
into the SPIO vhosc comraded inm our soction who wWorao for this turn
doclorod thot this guestion was not powcd for Belgium. Jhon Comrodo
Crux's proposal came o scnd our Youth into the Young Sociolist
Gu~rds wo heroe thought thot this quosvion concorncd the Youth ox-
clusively nd that thoe cntry into tho Pe0«Be {Bulgion scetion of tho
2nd Intornotional) must be rogorded . montnl oberration. Todoy the
331 gtriet committec of Chorleroi hns pronounced itsolf in fovor of
sntry into the PJ0JB. nd thig oucstion is now beforc our notional
convention of March 10th.
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_ TIE DISCUS-ION OF UHE PLAN DE MaN

It would be wrong to belicve thot the brock which hos boen pro-
voked by tho Chrrleoroi district occurrod only on the guestion of tho
Nnoew TUIN .« : ‘

Since Christmos, 1933, whon Do Mon hhd his "Plem for Libor”
adopted by the P.2.B. conforcnce, two concopts regarding it worc in
conflict within ou. cuotion, The concopt of tho Charlerol district
and the oditors of Lo Voiz Communisto consisted in shoubting from the
houstops over and over ag-in thot the tosk consisted in pubtting tho
Plon for Lobor into offico thru o gonori:l strike, thus distorling the
Ioninist toctic regarding socinl domocratic governmonts.Tno Voix
Sommuniste went to the longth of writing "Long live Socialism thru
Ln¢ Plan in Office."” Brusscls :nd somc mombors of othor districts aro
on the combrary of tho opinmion tiart the task comsists of combatting
hig foke plon.

This discussion which begon ot the ond of 1933, md the now
oriontation, had indueccd our notiomnl committoc ot its meoting of
fov, 28, 1934, to initinte o "public dis cussion on the gonoral orion-
tation of the Belgicn soci~l domocrncey ~nd its loft wing, ond to ond
up this discussion by » notionnl convontion. This decision ILa Voix
Communiste forgot. Yot the delegntos to the NC from Chorleroi h~d do-
elarcd thoir ngrecment with tais proccdurc.

‘ THE ARBITRARY BRETAK BY 0 CHARIDROI DISTRICT
AND THE MENACZ OF 4 DETINITE SPLIT.

When mombors bogon to sond in thoeir first discussion articlces
the cditoricl bonrd of Lo Voix Communisto, brcked by the Choarlerol
digtrict committoc :nd in spite of the decision of the NC, rofuscd %o
print thom. Following this the Brwsscls district sont out 2 document
to o1l mombors of the Belginn scction protesting this nrbitrory act
nd ~nolyzing its cruscs. It hes to bo rmmmchered thet in tho meon-
timc tho comrndes in Chrrloroi h-d ro-ched the position of fovoring
wutry into the P.0.Bs In fct 1t wos this now cvolut ion of thoirs
wh}ch m-dc thom stifle tho discussion. They had to proparc this
ontry s ‘ '

The sonding of this protest to o1l membors modo the lending
comr-dcs of tho Chrrloroi district losc their hends. On the protoxt
thet tho Brusscls district wns, so to spok, delinquent with reghrds
to poyments for the prper ~nd that it rotninoed mimcogr~ph mnchine,
the Ghrrleroi district published in tho Lo Voix Communiste of Jon.
o7th ~ note in which it docl-red thot it h-d m-de tho decision to
bronk politically “nd org nizntionnlly with tho Brusscls district.
Unnecossnry %o sny, the public tion o such o dcoision mnde the
$t-.1inists rojoico. The Charleroi District made this docision without
consulting cithor the NC ~t che othor districts~-Licge, Antworp,
Vorviors, Louvhin nd Ostonds. Jhnt shows 8till morc the ~rhitr ry
~nd light ho .rtcd m-nuor iu hidh the Ch.rlorol digtrict took vthis
FTOLLYATY 50D I8 Tho f.00 those Lp £in nCt oven U keinve ¢o LOT R~
Tion TR .4 0nC 0F GhoBC swelucoa (rramoly wig wravor Of this 155Tor)
18 » TMompoT Of who 45 nd the intoinsticnsl Plonum.

T o0 18 LD COLRAlh Caba DID IN THIS MATTER.

Aftor the public .tion in L Voix Communistc of the Charloroi
district's deocision to bronk ith Brusscls, I rocoivod o lettor from
tho IS osking mc o cmaminc tho pricbiend possibilitics for the ‘
tr-nsfer of tho I3 to Brusscls. Tho I wng stonishcd by this lettor I
onswored (ofter having ompliincd the gituction in tho Belgitn socce-~
tion) that the Brussols district wns preprroed in spito of the diffi-
cultics resulting from the -ct of the Chmrloroi comr .des to do




cvorything in its povcr ©to oncoble tho IS to live in Brusscls, Fol-
lowving this lotter comr~de Martin (Forosei) informed us thot the IS
proposed the convoention of 'n interanticncl commission composcd of
comrades from Chrrleroil nd the Brussels distriet ond comrndo Crux.
Brussols,; Licgo, Louvedin nd Ostendo ccopted this proposnl.
Charloroi rejoeted it but -t the © mo Time in its minutos ~nnounced
that = nationnl convontion souldé t~ke plnee on the 10th of March to
cxomine the situntion., In roply to thoe proposal by the I3 they stotoed
th2t it would be proforebl. if = membor of the IS eould come to
Brusscls for thot doye This Joast nrmed decision in our opinion signi-
fics that it is still pdssible to ~veid - definitc brocke Howover,
on the 26th of Fob. the IS informcd the mombors of the Plonum thaot
the comr~des in Brusscls aro of the some opinion s thosc in Chnarloroi
regording the non-trmnsfor of thoe IS to Brussols, (which is incor-
reet), th~t ~n "oxpected" bro:k h s occurrcd in Belgium without, bo
it wnderstocd, meking it cleor thot this bronk is not yobt dofinite.
The IS sy nothing more of the poliecy of Chorlcroi conccrning its
position tow-rds the f-ko¢ plen of De Mmn ~nd lnter on writes that
this "Prozk is o boloted ocho of the now eriontation to which
Brussels continucs to be ppposcde”
L Rk Tk Rak Sal Radt Tudk Tautl Ra Readk Tai Rl Radt Sl S Jhl )

On the cthor hand we connot beliceve thot the difforoncoe of opin-
ion on the qucstion of the turn is = sufficiont couse for o split.
In thig rospcet we c¢n boge curusclves upen fret nd provious nets of
the IS and comrode Crux. :

The Dutch scetion too is opposcd to the turn but nothithst~nding
this foet therc is fortunmately no quostion of - split. The offorts
by vhich tho IS hrs undert kon to coopt comrnde Noville inte the NC
of the Preonch ILonguc ~fter tho split h s ceccurred, nd its cfforts to
bring the Beucr group buck into the ICL in our opinicn likowisc provo
thot the IS 'nd comrnde Crux orce not opposod to the living togothor
within thoe s me orgrnizatisn of Yentrists™ nd "non-cntrists". A
form~1 preof of this possibility is found in the fet th't comr-de
Crux proposcs tho coaptation of comrrdc DuBeis (Ruth Fischer), who
is ngrinet tho ontry, into the Plenum, ~dding quito clearly thnt wo
could lecve to the 5t-linists dirocting bodics of ~ monolithic
chnractor. , . -

Tho conclusicn which ought to bo drown from these frets is thot
tho IS should hove c¢-ndomncd the stop tnken by the Chrrloroi comrndes.
But this 1ittlc phrose cbout the "belotod ccho of the mew sriontrtion"
nd "the comrndes in Brussols..” cte. cte. rnther give the impression
thot the IS finds this stoep of the Chnrloroi comrndcs quite natur~l,
n step which mny lo~d %o » moment ry dostruction of tho foreos'of
tho ICL in Beolgium. ‘

Yo con but protest ~grinst this wnd Gomond th~t the IS prensunce
itsclf upon tho basis of the documents wirich it hr s rocoivods

PR A Y  FEa Ba Tal Tl TaX ThadE il Thanll Tl Yol Tl ¥ .
U7 TRANSFER OF THE IS

We rom.in upon our previous positvicn, No definite brock hs so
for ocecurred in Belgium. Only on tiic 10tk of March will this qros-
ticn bo deeided. I% connot be o questi-n of tnking measuros boascd up-
on somcthing which is not yot Gofinito, unless the IS is ngrood to
lot the Charlcoroi comrades onter the P.0WB. (n cntry vhich will
probebly invelve liquidnticn of Lo Voix Communiste) "nd to oxzelude
us from the ICL.

Tf such is tho intontion of the IS it is clenr thot tho tronsfor
of the IS to Brussols iz impossiblo but that in ensc thore is ~1so no
m:rc ~dvice to bo givon on »2ur part.
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In ~ny cnsc wo pronounce -urselves ~gingt nny chrnge in the
compositicn of the ISns long s the nationcl eonvention of the
Solgium scetion hos not % kon plrcao,
AN 4PPD L 10 THE MIIBERS OF THE INTERNAZ IONAL PIENUM
This lotter nd the onclosad documents will give you o briof
summary of tho siturtion in 4ho Bulgi~n soction. Bvoryono of us hns
to meot his rosponsibilitys. Jo have mot curs, Jo moint~in thnt +tho
now orientotion is "n errcr. o meint in thot it il bring ncthing
but discredit to the intornation~l orgonizntion. But we ~1sc m~intain
thot "entrists" ~nd non-"entristg! crr live togethor in the smme
orgrnization while ~wniting the ~utcome, good or bnd, of this turn,
"nd this will nst tako long. Wo c:nsider thot ~ny 8plit over this
quostion is o crime ‘goinst cur orgrmizotion, ~gninst the revolu-
tionory veongunrd, oghinst the 4th Intormnti-nnl which we are :ut to
croato,
It is for this rensom ~nd in vioy of the {(Fr: c-ronco)
T the IS thet we ~ddress ~ursclves to you osking you to mook
ikeuise your responsibility. '
‘ Hith rovaluticn~ry greatings,
March 4, 1935, , , G. Vorccken
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INTERNAT ION..L COLIMUNISY ILB.GUD - Selgium Scoti.n -~ Brussols Districth.
Brussols, March 16th, 1935
o ~1l scetioms of tho ICL: to 11 menbors
Denr Cinrndos: ‘
Aftor the Tronch, Gormrn nd Pelish gcetiong the Belginn soc-
tion hns just oxporicnced - split.,
a8 you cxn sce for yrurself from the ancel-med drcuments this
5plit is, in the 7:rds of tho I3, "~ Dbelnted cche of the new ~ricnta-
tion™s Jo immedictely ~dd thrt thoro <111 bo simil~r cchoos whorover
this question will bo posed proctienlly bofore ~ soetion of tho ICT.
Thother this 7ill be in Burope, in ‘moric., or ~uyshere clse, the
qusstion =f acturl entry of ne of wur scetions int - o party of tho
2né Internati-n~l will Tond oo n 3plit,

The most importont point ot -ur netiintl ceonventicon of Mareh
10th s tho catry of ~ur scetion int: tho P.0eBs -~ one .f tho m st
right-wing nd burctucratic scoti ns of 4he end Intornnticnol.

Jhile thoro were other difforoncos of cpinion (espeeinlly on
tho policy rognrding the Plan do Mem) it wns on tho questirn 3£ tho

. new turn that the split securrcd, '
. ‘The Chorloroi district ig v entry vithout cenditi ns, without
right 5T frocti-nm ~na without o »0crs 118 mein spokesman, Comrande

Loscil, stated o The nntisnnl c.mvenol n thot oven withrut the do-
cision $u cnter tho P.0.B. it would bo neccossnry to discontinue the
publicatimn of In Voix Crmmunistc. The ron8ons he ~dducClesevssesas
wore tha fret that tho popor has o dohd of 3 million (?) froncs
07ing te the oHrintor. This sttomont met ith no re~etion from theso
oomrodes Who ~re for tho ontry 1ltho m oxtr., offert from cvory
membor cruld result in o quick s-olution of this fintnei~l siturt iones
The fhet thot there wns no rosetion e~n be cxplained. Cort~in
comrrdos rite for nnd distribute the prner of tho left sreinlicts:,
L'sction Scei listo, A11 thoir “ttontiin is lrendy contored on the
work vhich thoy intend o do in the ronks -T this' S~eirlist Left,
It is nlso moccsonry to knoew th~t sinco the first brenk in cur ronks
vhich wra ~rbitr rily brought bout 0y the Ch~rlcoroi district 't tho
cné #f Jemuory the circulzticn of In Voix hos frllon from 2100 to
1200, ond this as ~ ctnsoquonce of thcbro~k bubt “lse, nd th~t to
> lorgo oxtent, s - rosult of the disporsing of ~ur forecos ints tho

o “: Ry
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~nks of the Young S0c¢inlig®t GU IrG8eieesessss

Pho ~ttitude of the ropresentative of the IS, comrade Clart of
tho Bolshovik-Loninist Group in the SPIO, was to shy the loast,
str ngce. The doy bofors ths conforenes ho stated that the IS, gomrade
Cruse nd ho himsolf wiore ve. thoe ombry of our comrrdaes into the PO
B. Sincc this was, a8 he stid, n~% - contrist porty. In his first
speoch ot the nntimmol convontion he declared that tho roscluticn of
the IS ung not formally ve. ontry into tho P,0.B. &t tho ond of the
ciscussion ho stoted that he todk upon hingolf the rosponsibility
#hat the TS would bo in princinlec for vhe sutry ~s he himsolf wos by
nowe Thot wns super-spocd cvolution.
venesolhe otmosphere, poisoncd by burcsucratic methods, did not ~1low
of 'my scrious voting. Ghnrleroi flnbly rofused thoe idoa of a rofcr-
ondum. Onc h~s %o knov thot the natisntl convention tonk plrec in
Gilly, in tho Chorloroi district ~nd +that tho greator port of thosc
comr~dos ho ~rc ve. oentry into tho Pe0.Be woro not ~ble to got
thorc. : :

Objoctivoly the divisicn »f opinion con bo summed up in the
folluwwing monnor: :

Por the Charleroi positicn, i.0.: ontry into tho P.0B. without
conditions, with ut right of frnotions ~pd without ~ poper: 49 mom-
bors from Chnrloroi plus cne cch from Lioge & Vorviors, 11 to-
gothor 51 members, In principlc foo entry: 49 mombers from Charleroi,
12 from Jnticrp, 11 from Licge, 1 onch from Verviors ~né Louvain,
all togothor 74 mombore. o

ag~inst ontdty: 34 membors from Brussols, 9 from Ostonde, 1 onch
from ILhocge ~nd Vorviers, oll together 45 momberse.

B eSS s e e

The follrwing comr-des cxproessocd themsclves ~goinst tho orgoni-
z~tism el mothods of the Cherleroi contor nd of the IS ~nd ~goinst
whe viel-tim of domocratic centbrnlism: 34 comrndes from Brusscls, 9

rom Ostondo, 11 from Licge md 1 frog Verviorse. Tho comrndos from
cntuorp uere not proscont ot the cernvonticn but hhd in o Hrovious
ctbtor condomned thoso methods, If ~ vote cruld hoave beon tnkon on
shose rgrhnizstionnl quostinns thore rsuld hove been 81 ogtinst
shem "nd 5L for.
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It is cort in thnt the IS -nd c-mrrdo Crux will support wiith
~11 their f-rce thosc cmr-Ges o ro for the cntry, -8 they suppcrt
thom ~lrendy tm the ~pportunist positisn which thoy trke on tho quos~
ti-m of tho Plou de Mzn, The comr Gos 7ho ~re for the ontry will dis-
continuc publicnoion of Lo Vol ¢ youniste. In spito of tho groat
Qi fficultios ho-d of us G & Ll endenvor 1o bring it cut cugsclves.
Boginning Junc 16th it ;111 sppacr os sparthcud. The igolation in
which the comr.des of the Chrrlaerci aimtrict wnd of the IS try to
koop btaosc who dispprevo of this voetienl stop will bo imcrenscd
gt1ll Ffurthor. ‘

Thet those comrndes aro trying to do ill in Bolgium bo "n OX-
poricnco of cven sucrtor Gurntivn thn in IFr-nco. Pirst of ~l1l it is
nat yot cortrin (lthe the o e sdos from Chnrlorei nre for cntry
Athout conditions, withut froetiom rights nd -ith-ut poper ) thot
4the buronunernts of tho Pe0eBe ill pormit thom to chme in and disturb

-

their bure~ucrntic powess II, -1 tne cthor hend, thoey onter, this
1111 be ot the pricc —f onormdus ¢ necogsions, ~ud .8 shom 8 -~ in
soite oftheso cineedsi ng - oy ghinm, bo it omly the 8 ~1lost bit of
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influonce, it iill menn thoeir cxpulsicn. Thore ¢ n be no dsubt hot-
soover that somo worker comrndos will bo lost during this proccss,
Alrendy todoy comr~do D., cctunlly tho most rosponsiblo comrnde ¢n
the oditori~l stnff of In Voix Communiste is lost to the Lorguc,
Those lossos will probrbly Pe cmpons tod by cortoin new grins, but
the finnl rosult will bo thot the Bolgion sceticn of the ICL will be
parclyzaed during - good long time, ~nd thot ~t ~ momont whon the
political procosses within the cuntry dom~nd roinfercomont of tho
indopendont Vongunrd. ,

The comrados in Brusscls nd thoso wvho t-ko their position will
endonvor to koop ~live in this crumbry the principles of the f-ur
cengrossos of the 0I amd of tho 11 points of the Pre-Conferonce of
the ICL. They will ende wor o wep “live curing this period, which
is bound to be most difficult for them, the nucleus which will hove
to serve as on ngent for regroupment in the future.

This task of regroupment ill be roendered morse difficult by the
introduction of the orgonizationnl mothods of the IS intoe the Belgicn
scotione But we om our part sholl do our utmost to purify the trintoed
otmosphero which will rosult from this by fighting firmly for our
concoption® without lotting cursolves be influcncod by thoir mothods
or imitating thom. S -

o ~pponl to ovoery soction 'nd to ¢very mombors of the ICL to
opposo the policy of the IS to isolnto use 75 ~ppel porticularly
to nll thosc ~ho nre ~grinst this ncw cricntation to help us
nmornlly s woll os anteorinlly. :

For the Bu.ussols District,

G. Vorcockon

1
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" NOTES ON THE BOLSHEVIKXIENINIST FACTION IN THE SPIO

The SPFIO Party Day gave signs ef comprémise, &ltheugh 1t finished
basically with the same compromise as usual, still the "lefts'™ were
semewhat more decisive than usual and would have gotten further if the
Bolshevik-Ieninist faction had carried out different and correct tac-
tics. The SFIO Party Day with its empty phrasesy its complete . lack eof
any serious policy in both groups, proved once mers what we have al-
ways said about the SFIO, what cven comrade Trotsky had to say ence..
sbout the SPIO in erder te spur en the Belgians in the ICL drive te

‘have them enter the POBs

The SFIQO is a petty bourgeeis party, both socially and politi-.
cally. As a working class party it is meaningless (but not as a pstty
hourgeois radical voting party}. Success in the SFIO means, nc matter
how great the success may bey means nothing in relation to the pessi-
bility ahd feasibility of conducting working class politics. : R

Apart from this "brifle™ it would Be foolish to deny th&t the
Belshevik-Leninist faction in the SFIO has already achieved consider-
eble success_ in'comparison with their previous pesition, even if they
have:Wgﬁxgnly‘@ne—thirty~second of the mandatess, ' o
i pededide gbout the perspective of this success, we must first
enswer a. few questions. On what political basis was this success
achieved? Not on the basis of a correct policys Those.whe veted. for
the Bolshevik-Ieninist position did so only because it was the most -
left, not because it was the correct policy, With this understanding,
this success has the character of the CP success at the pells. ' -

In the best case, whither can this success lead them? Te getting

- out of the party with several thousand followers, of which, with ab-

solute certainty, only two to three hundred will remsin at the end of
the year. So they will be back where they started ' as a result ef
their policies and their organizational cessation. - ‘ '
Whither can this success not lead? To & conguest ef actual =
masses of the SFIOs For the conference made. one thing clear, which we
have said before. The Bolshevik-Ieninist have no political stability.
When this faction evaluates its success they forget ene details, The
decisive process in thebuilding of the new parties and the new inter-
national are at present taking place in the form of the concentration
of opponents of civil peace, reaching from Pivert to t he anarchists.
This process is going forward so slowly because ghere is 1o independent
orgenization that can act as a polarizing asgent. This is where the
Communist League of France could have meant é&verything. Since the loss
of their independence they mean nothing here. K '

L



THE PERMANENT REVOLUDION
By Leon Trotsky.

{Note: The following quotation from the "Permanent Remolutiom™
gives comrade Trotsky'!s fundameatal theses on this subject. - These
theses, inevitably and correctly, are expressed in theoretical and
abstract form, but life has already passed beyond this stage. Ihe
theory of the permanent revolution and its concretization today re-
volves around the struggle against war and for the achievement of a
suscessful proletarian revolution on-an international scals. The
permanent revolution means, thersfors,-today, specifically,- thg.
fight against the $econd and Third Internationals and their social
patriotism, and the struggle to build the Fourth International, in-
cluding the problem of how to build it. Later articles will discuss
this th?ory praotically and ooneretsly, beginning with an articls
on W&x‘ " .

1. The theory of the permansent revolution now demands @he o
groeatest attention of every Marxist, for the eourse of the ideologi-
oal and olass struggle has finally and conclusively raised this -
question from the realm of reminiscences over thg old d;ffexenogs
- 0f opihion among Russian Marxists and converted it into a quegtlon

of the gharacter, the inner cohsmence and the methods of the inter-
national revolution in general. ‘ : o Co ‘
.2+ With regard to the countries with a belated bourgeois devel- -
opment, especially the ceolonial and semi-colonial countries, the
theory of the permanent revolution signifies that the complate and
genuine solution of their tasks, democratic and national ewancipa-
tion, is conceivable only through the dictatorship of the proletar-
Ja% as the legder of the subjugated nation, above all of its
peasant massas. o ' : »

. 8w Not only the agrarian, but also the national gquestion,
assigns to the peasantry, the overwhelming majority of the popula-
tion of the backward countries, an important place in the demoora-
tie regolution. ‘Without an alliance of the prolstariat with the
peasanfry, the tasks of the deomeratic revolution cannot be solved
nor even Seriously posed. But the alliance of these two classes
can be realized in no other way than through an ;ntran81geant.,si
. struggle against the influence of the national liberal bOﬂI%S%% 8.

i. No matter how the first episodic stages of the revolution

may be in the individual countries, the roalization of the revolu-
tionary allisnce betwsen the prolaotariat and the peasantry is cod-
oeivable_onl¥ under the politfoal direction of the proletarian van-

%uardJJQrgan zed in the Communist party. This in turn means thalb

.

e victory of the domoergtic revolution is oonceivable only through
- ?a.dlotaggrshlp of the %roletariat which bases itself upo%ythe "8
alliance with the peasantry and first solves the problems of the -

wﬁgmocr@tlg revolution, ‘ e



o iBe—Phe 01d slogan of Bolshevisu - "the democratic dictator-
ship of the proletaridt and peasantry" expresses precisely the
above characterized relationship of the proletariat, the psasant-
ry and the liberal bourgeoisie. This has been confirued by the
experience of October. But the old formula of Lenin does not
settle in advance the problen of what the wutual relations be-
tween the proletariat and the peasantry inside of the revolution~
ary bloc will be. In othex words, the formula has unknown alge-
braic quantities which have t0 uake way for precise axlthumetical
quant ities in the process of nistoricel e¥psrience. The latter
showed, and under circumstances that excluds every othexr intsrpre-
tation, that no wmatter how gisat the revolutionary rolie of the
peasantry way be, it can navexrtheless not he an indepancent role
and even 1eSs a leading ore. The pewsSant follows eithex ine worker
or the bourgeois. This means that the "dewooratic dictatoxrship of
the proletariat and peasantry" is only conceivable @8 « dichavor-
ship of the proleturiat that lewds the peasdani masses behind I%.

-0 be continued.

LETTER HROw J. ANDRavE OF N.B.C.-SPsNISH SECTION, ICL.
~Ladrid, June 29, 1935.

It appears that certain rumoxrs regarding the situwtion of our
section have reached you. But, undoubtedly, they have reachead
you thru the IS, that is to say, deformed and falsified, in which
methods Trotsiy and his epigones have spacialized. For your in-
formation I Shall try to sum up the development of our crisis and
our present situation. )
. A national plenum of our orxganization met on Sept. 1bth last.
wfhe-generalm%panish situation (it was already to be seen that the
socialist Party was headed towards a revolutionary uprising) and
the new course of our International organization were up for con-
sideration. The reporter on the latter point was comrade Fersen.
The point of view which he expressed can be stated as follows:
complete opposition to tha "new course", absolute condemnation of
tha whole IS policy on the matter, and the establisment of an or-
ganized group within the IOL embracing all of these opposed to
this policy of the IS and to the turn. It can almost be said that
theSe proposals were not even discussed, the Hational Plenum of
our organization approved thewm unanimously.

(contimuad on next pags).
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This pOSition was roefleeted in two or threc notes inscrted in our
mogoazine COMMUNISMO ~nd in Li ANTORCH..
. ?ha rovolution of Octobre. chme up ~nd the numMErous comrodos Wwore
in prison, among thom Ferscon. In jall, ho dovoted himsclf to drawing
up some of the resolutions vhich had beoon approved in our National
Plentum, in ogreoment with tho dccisions medo there. But, comrade
Porsen suddonly ontorod into rolations with the Soeialists who werd
imprisoncd with him and chrngud his opinion rodicelly. From prison,
ho sent o documont posing entry, into the Sociallst Party., This lottor
wos ingerted in our internal dulletin ond discussed by oll of the
units. By o large majority the organizotion declarod agoinst it and
in favor of indopondent organizabtion, Our NEC doelored itself unani-
mously agoinsts

- Then negotintions wore cormoncced in Barcclona for the fusion of
our organization, the Workers and Poasants bLoc (Mrrin) and the
Catalon Proletarian Party. When those nogotiations woIo woll under-
way, our NEC drow up a rew rosolublon summed up as follows: the com-~
rades of Cotalonis werc to onter the now party ercated by the fusion;
those of the rost of Spain worsc to amter the Socialist Party. This
now proposal s also submittod for discussion in tho units.

By an immensc majority our Medrid orgenization decided to do-
clare itsolf rosolutcly agoinst ontry inbo tho SP. It ocxprosscd the
opinion that in view of the fact that she now party in Ca alonia was
going to.be cstoblished almost on our progrommetic basis, it was only
correct that tho party have o National choracter nnd that our units
should bocoms its loenl zections, The majority of our orgonization
ncceptod this position and .cven the NBEC, adopting this opinion ex-
prossed by the majority of tho memborship, doclarad itscolf in favor
‘of tho new party for oll of Spain. ' |
~ In viow of this docision, five comrrndos of Madrid, (Fersen,
Estobhan, Bilbao ond Munis ond two othors) loft the organization and
have joincd the SPe They will bo followed, if by anyouc, by six or
cight morc comrados in tho provinccs; but by no single unit in its
majoritys It is ~ small chip off of no grent importonco. In the in-
ternal bulletin, which will Do publishod onc of those dsys ~ud which
I shall send.you, nll of.the documents ~nd points of clarificntion
rogarding: this question will bc publishcd. :

From what I have s-id, you will sve that 1t was not « mattor of
somc comrndes cntoring the 5P nd othors cntoring the Workors' bloc.
No; to datc only five comrndces in M~drid have Jjoined the SP. Our or-
ganizotion as such is fusing 4ith tho Jorkors' Ploc ~nd the Chtalon
Proletarinn Party, on the basis of 7. program contnining ~ll tho po~
sitions of our orgonization. Excopting thot it 18 not specificd in
said progrem thit we ghnll verk for +ho ostablishment of the Fourth
Internationnl, but that the now prrly m.i11 work for the canstitutiorn
of o now Marxist Revolutilonory Internationrl " Tho Workers' bloc wod
opposcd to snying Fourth Intermotion.l, bocnlby it considcrod thnb
this would be plocinz itsclf heolutoly on all of ©The positions hold
by us. But, a8 you w1111l understnd, tho formuln nqrcaq upon 18 ahso~
lutely the some thing. On the othor hend, following tho exporicnct ol
Octobra, Mrurin hrne rectificd his wointe of view completoly =nd 1%
erm bho S~id thot he is now cntiroly in ~grecmont ith ours. ﬁmturullf.
w0 shn1l nlso sond you nll of the vrogrmmnntic documents ol the now
DPLITY o .
Woe hnve belicved nnd undorgtood thot in viow of tho docp unilty,
sontimont monifested ~mony T Sprnisi yorking mESSGSWSiﬂGO‘thG oc~“
tobro revolubion, copecl lly =8 roonrds tha gtrugglg for an@sty G
demoernbtic conquosts, thiu fnsion 0P ours Jith tho Workers bloc

e




"should do 80

" tobro Rovolution. This is o vory poeuliar foirm of criticism, In rca-

Spenish press has pointoed oul,

. ' -6~
(which on the othor h.nd has completoly chrnged its positions) would

:p}aco ouxlprganizmtion on - new lovel vhich, vithout giving up prin-
-ciples, can opon the way for thoe formntion of « big party. It is in

roolity similer to Ghe fusion coarricd out by your organization, which
gave rise. to the WP. We romnin, meanwhile, rosolutoely opposcd %o all
traffic with the Socinlist movement -nd to the "now course™ of our
Intornntional orgunizationes L

‘ Whot oro the perspectives of our now perty? (It will bo called
the Workors Party of Marxist Unification). Thoy arc oxccellont. THE

LBLITIR,s0xgan of the new party, will commence publiention in Berce-
t & &

lonr, nexb weck. i monthly thooreticnl mogrzino cdited by comrnde
.ndres Nin-will bo publishod shorély. .nd wie ~18o oxpect To publish
popors in Bageslonn, Madrid, ~nd without doubt anothor in Valoncin,

We arc cxpod¢ting the ~uthorizstion of tho government for tho hold~
ing of public mectings. Vory likely mcotings con bo held by next Sun-
doye » monstor meating for the constitution of & now porty will bo
ha;d in Brrcolons; you con got rm idoa of its importonce ~ud probable
ntiondanco by knowing thet the mooting will be hold in the Bull Ring
of Borcolono. ‘ : ‘ '

There is really o gront radicnlization to bo noted within the
8oonish young Socinlist orghnizations. I nm sonding you o pamphled
published by theme But soid rodicnlization connot find any othor woy
out them o &plit. The rofomists nnd centrists of the SP will be able
to dofont tho leftist tondoncy «nd silomea it, ~nd thon tho gplit will
toke plnco, Thon this time comes the rogroupmont of thc hoalthy clo-
monts of the Soeinlist youth will tnke placo ~round tho new party.

L.De's prosont ~ttacks ~grinst our soction (the history of our
orgeniznition is "n cndloss ohnin of ntincks ~ghinst our positions,
which time hns olways como to justify nas corroct) nro basgod on saying
thnt 6 hove committod orrors bui th-t the major orror of our or-
ganiznbion wis it8 not hoving ontered tihe Spenish SP boforc the Oc-
tobre Rovolubtion. He "forgets” thnt in Octobro of 1lnst yeoor the »rob-
lcm of ontoring tho SP had only been posed for our Fronch scction ond
thot <t thot timo it was not oven hintod thet our orgnnizntion nlso

iccording o Crux, wo hiwo nob played much of ~ rolc in tho Oo-

1ity, 8 o Nnbional orgenization rmd in tho noliticel loadorship of
tho mbvomont uo have not pleycd o fundomoninl rolo. But neithor hos
tho Communist Prriy., The masses nntionnlly ero undor oxclusively So-
cinlist londorship, for v scories of roazons which I ohnll not pause,
0 expl o in e ...

But vhoreover cvonts teok on wonl impo rinnee our comrades have
played r grent role, ospoecinlly in Agturins ~nd Catnlonia. T@e 80CTG~
tary of our Trubis unit (in the munitiens fretory contoer of ;s?uylaq)
7611 o viectim of ~n army firing sguad. Qur comrndc Lorcdo a4pnriclo
(vho is % proscuat inm Belgium ~nd ser whom the denth gag§lﬁ§Wﬁﬁ oleh Rk
Gomrmdod) e o membor of ihe Ovlodo rovolutionary committoc ond Com-.
missnr of suppliocs. Our cominGo Lo, hold The 80mo post in Soma do
I ngreo. .11 of our .LEturing comrnius purtlcxpnﬁed'vg;y mctmvo%y,

“né in Bhreclons, you must coritinly know thaet who lOﬂd???hlplq.
tho proloiaricn ingurrection nb ip Lio b nas o3 the Workors Allices
OQur comrofics vhore ployed o LoaGlly pole 1o 1t as oven the roesoswElan.:

JULN ANDRLDE.




- el

. - -B-
!uhlch on the other hind hnos comyletoly chrnged its positions) would
vg;aco our organizntion on - new icvel vhich, vithout giving up prin-
 019193, Qéh.cpon.tho way for the formntion of o iy pr.rly . It is in
reallty similer to the fusion enrricd out by your orgenization, which
gaquplse_ﬁo “he WP. We romnin, mennvhilo, Yosolutely opposcd to oll
tr;fiiq with the Socinlist movemunt ~nd to the "new courss" of our
Intornational org uization. o
: _What are the. perspectivas of our now porty? (14 will bo callod
?ho qukorS-Party of Marxist Unification). They arc oxccllent . THE
_B.TTIR,ergen of the now warty, will commence sublication in Br.rce-
10n3,ncx§.wcok.'; monthly thooroticnl negnzine cdited bY comrade
.ndres Nin-will ba published shortly. .nd wie " 1so oxpoct to publish
popors in Baggglona, M~drid, ~nd withoub doubt onother in Valoncina
‘ We nrc cxpocting tho ~wthorizotion of tho governmen® for +tho hold«
ing of public meetings. Very likely mcotings orn bo held by mext Sun-
AoY o <o monsver meeting for tho constitution of n NCwW oorty will Do
held in Brrcolona; you ¢on gob mn idon of its importonce ~nd probable
~thondonce by knowing thet the moeting will bo hold in +the Bull Ring
of Barcclonn. . ' .

Therc is renlly & grood radicnlization to bo notod within the
Soanish young gocinlist org aizations. 1 ~m Scnding you & pomphlet
publishced by thom. Tt sciq rodicolization connot find any othor woy
out then a split. The rofomists mnd contrists of tho SP will bo ablc
to dofont tho loftist vontency «nd silenco it, ~nd thon tho split will
take plneo, Jhen This time comcd who ragroupmont of tha hoalthy clo-
monts of the Socinlist youth i1l tnke plnco sround sho now porty.

L De'8 presont nttacks sgeinst owx soction {the histoxy of our
orgonizntion is ‘1 cndloss ohin of ~hincks ~goinst our positions,
which time hns olweys come to justify ad corroct) oro prood on saying
thnt e hhve committod orrors bui thnt tho najor crror of ouxr or-
ganiznblon WS itg not hoving ontored tiho Sponish 3P before the Oc~
tobro Rovolution. He 1 fopgots™ thot in octobre of 1last yoor the prob-
1lem of ontoring tho 3P had only beon poscd for our Fronch scotion and
Thot b thob timo 1T wes not oven ninbod thot our orgnnizntion nlso
‘should 4o 0 , ' ‘ .

y secording to Crux, Vo o not ployed much of - rolc in thoe Oc~
tobrdo Rowolution. This is o VOTY poculisy foym of criticism, In roo-
1ity, 08 o N~tional orgonizntion “pd in the politiocn londorship of
tho mbdvement o hovo not ployed o funéomontnl r0lo . put neither hos
ino Communist Prrity, The masuod n-%ionnlly oro undor oxclusivoly So-
oinlist lendorship, for sorics of roasony which I »hnll not paAuse.
t0 o xplain reie. ..

But whorcovey cvonts teolk onl panl importnnge OWX comrades havo
played o gront role, cspocitlly in Lburing and Cntnloniae Tl}o scoro~-
fory of our Trubin unit (in tho munitiens fnctory centor of Asturing
fo1l r vietim of Tn ATMY firing squad. our comrnde Lorcdo 4spn¥rleio
(~;ho i3 U prosent in aolgium ~pd for thom Ghe donih gog@lﬁyﬂls bodans
fomrmiod) -raE . Nember of iae Oviado rovolutionaly committoo mnd Com-
miss~r of supplics. OUr comrnte Lals holdé Tho SomO post in Srme do
I 'ngrco. .1l of our Csturine conrnéus auriicipntod vory netlivoly.

“pd in Boreglons, YO st eorboinly Know Thet u%a 1cmd?r§hlp.q,
the prolounrion iponrrochion s o tuo honds o3 the Workors Adlices
Orr comr.Ged vhoYo pliyed o londing wole da 20 as oven Ghe Yo@owlar.:
- Sponish presy s pointod owl. JULN ANDR.DE.




4s wWe 'go t0 press We learn of the murderous gangster fsctiecs - -
of the Gannonites sgainst left-wing meuwbers of the Workers Party
in Philadelphia. Phis letter gives a partial and- factual report
of what took placs. e
' : ’ Maesday, Aug. &, 1935.
Dear Comrads Hugo; ' '
' Prapare yourself for a schoek, or perhaps you
know the Cannonites better than I do. C
Goodiman and Banks broke into my house today about three o'clock
‘while-I was gone, MUy brother P. Hirsh was the only one homs. He
was upstairs reading a book and heard soms noise. He thought I
had returrned and didn't bother. He heard walking around and ds~
cifed to speak to me and insbtead encountexed Goodman and Banks
walking downstaiis with my personsl and paxty doouments.
S They wera nonplused and ignored gquestions and when ordered!
to return Stolen material refused. Psul tore them frow Goodman's
hands. Goodman O0rderaed Banks to sthack and he pulled out & hammer
and Banks an lron pipe and beat him over the head and body« The
entire hallway and stairs wers washed with my brother’s blood (n@
exaggeration) his underwegr and shirt were soaked thru and dyed -
erimson with his blood. Right stitohes were necessary to Sew up
his woundsi ’ : ‘
: He fought back for a while and when exhausted shouted for
help. Iumediately they were panic stricken and bolted for the
streset, the neighbors seasing the grugsome figure of my brothex
who ran after thew, dripping blood, mads for Goodman, . sornered .
him and beat himset., E ' _
Paul was taken to the hospital and latexr to the Poliﬂeigt&“t
tion where he was guestioneds He gave no information and d4id no
refer charges. -’ C ,
p. Bring %his murderous amtion immediately before the eyes of
the New York membership and the other branches thruoub Ehe abide
country. Force Muste and the Political Copmittes o waxs & gn 10
statement expelling them from the party and exposing their gangsuer=
ism. S R : : ,
Wa have taksen action locally to expose this action. :
 This murderous sttack is not even centered 3f°undt2§; %ugéia.
actions of gangsterism by the Stalinists, but was an atte g ivon
housebreaking, burglary and tha ready weapons of hammer &?t o
‘pipe show premeditated intention for physical Viclznceiron et
only an aceldent that my brother is not dead. If the pipe
o BPemeen- eI 5 & 1ittle lower he would be dead now.

Qomradaly yours,

(signad) Meyer Hixsh.

Philadalphia, Pa.
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